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A. B. AnekcangpoB. «ToT, kTo cuibHee TeOsI. ..»

Anekcanap AJIEKCaHIPOB
Tot, KTO cHILHEe Teodl. ..

«Ce, 0aro 6am 81acmv HACMYNAMb HA 3Mell U CKOPRUOHO8 U HA 8CHO CUNY
BPAdICUIO, U HUMIMO He NOBPeOUNn 8am»
(HOBBIU 3ABET. Om Jlyxku ceésamoe 0.1az08ecmeosdaHue)

I'nmaBa 1

Ecnm Ob1 HeckonbKo JieT Ha3ag Eropy EpmakoBy ckazay, 4To BCKOpe OH OKakeTcsl Ha Oepery
UYepHoro Mopsi B 00LIECTBE I0HOW JUIMHHOBOJIOCOM KpacaBHLIbl, OH Obl, OXKaTyH, He noBepu1. Cui-
KOM YK JIaJIEKO 3TO ObLIO OT €ro MpexkHen KU3HM. . .

Ho BoT 0HO, MOpe, — LIyMuUT, I1eIeTcs B AecATy marax. I1o kpoMke rnecyasoro risixa BEICTPO-
WINACH IIMPOKOJIMCTBIE IEpeBbs. UyTh Jaibllle — CUHEIOT TOPHI... A BOT M JEBYIIKa 10 UMEHU fIHa.
3aXMypUB I71a3a, OHa HEXKUTCS HA COJHLE.

Hapony Ha muistxe HemHoro. Eiie He ce30H... CTONMOTBOpEHNE HAYHETCS MeCALA Yepes3 11Ba,
KOIZ1a TIOHAEAYT OTABIXAIOLINE.

Erop nepesepHyJics Ha )KHMBOT U, MOJIOKUB TOJIOBY Ha CKPEILEHHBIE PYKH, OKMHYJI B3[JII0M
CIyTHULY. $IHa CMOTpeJIach BEJIMKOJIETHO. besblil KynaabHUK OTTEHSA NIAIKYI0 HEXXKHYIO KOXKY LIBETa
CIIEJIOrO NEPCHKa.

«Pycanka, — nogyman EpmakoB. — Hepeprutu. .. »

VY ubl Obl1a M3yMUTENIbHASA (PUrypa: TOHKAs TajMs, BBICOKAasl IPylb, TOUEHble HOTH... OHa
MOXOJWJIa HA O)KMBUIYI0O MPAMOPHYIO CTaTy3TKY.

[Tpunoansasmumck, Erop eroHsko nouesoBal ee B ropsyee OT COMHIA Iuedo. SIHa oTkpbuia
ryasa.

—Yro?

— Huuero... — cmyTtuiics oH. — Ponunka Tyt y 1€04. ..

$lHa moBepHYJIa TOJIOBY U, TIOKOCHUBIINCH Ha TUIEYO, KOKETJIMBO YJIBIOHYJIACH:
— 3aBJeKaaouka.

«Kakas k uepry 3aBiekanouka! Koro 3aBnekars?.. A 17 { yxe HU4ero He 3Hauy?»

OH Tspxeno B3noxHy/1. Hactpoenue 6b110 ricopueno. M BoBce He U3-3a KaKOro-To TaM Jypall-
Koro cioBa. I1pocTo Bapyr No4yBCTBOBAIOCH, KaK OE3HAIEKHO OHH JAJICKH.

«0, xenmunsl!.. ['oBopun ke crapuHa MonaccaH: «J[laxe B Te MUHYTBI, KOTIa HaM KaKeTcs,
YTO B TAMHCTBEHHOM COIVIACUM HAIMX, CYILECTB, B IMOJIHOM CMEIIEHUM KEJIAaHUW U BCEX CTpEMJIE-
HUIA MBI IPOHUKJIM B CaMylo IIIyOb €€ AYIIH, — CJIOBO, OJHO TOJIBKO CJIOBO, CIIyYailHO CKa3aHHOE €10,
PacKpbIBaeT Halll CaMOOOMAaH U, KaK MOJIHUSI HOUbIO, OCBELIAET MPONACTh, JIEKAIILYI0 MEXIY HaMU».
CuitbHO cKa3aHo... MoxeT y Hee yke ecTb KTO-HUOYyAb ?»

Erop B3an Any 3a pyky.

— IToiimem nocite Tigxa Ko MHe?

— Her, cerogns He mory.

— A 3aBTpa?

— Iloka He 3Haw0... [1o3BOHN.

Henopanexy, npsAmMo Ha niecke, pacrosioKWIACh TPOE MOITYyOEThIX My K4MH. [1o BUgy — KomaH-
aupoBaHHble. Erop nepexBariil X JIIOOOIMBITHBIE B3IJISIbL.

«3aBUAYIOT. .. — C UPOHUEN OTMETMII OH. — JlymaloT, HeOOCh: KaKylo IeBUOHKY ceOe otopa!
A 4emy, COOCTBEHHO, 3aBUAOBATH?.. TO TOJBKO KaKETCs, YTO KTO-TO JAPYIoM >KMBET Ha IOJHYIO
KaTylIKy, a Thl BCETa, Kak OyaTo Ha obounHe. .. Mmmo3us, oOMaH. ..»
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Bertep noHec co cTOpoHBI MOPs BOCTOP;KEHHO-MKHE BOIUTH. Kakue-To oTyasHHbIE TUIOBIIBI C
pazbery OpOCHIIMCh B BOJIHBI, HO, HE YCIIEB JIAJIEKO OTIUIBITh, TYT K€ MOBEPHYJIM Ha3al. Bona okaza-
J1aCh CIUIIKOM XOJIOTHOM.

INo kanenpapio yxe naBHo Obuta BecHa. Ho 31ech, Ha fore, 3T0 He YyBCTBOBAJIOCH TaK OCTPO.
BeuHo3zeneHble AepeBbsi U OTCYTCTBHE CYrpoOOB AeNalyd CMEHY BPeMeH roja MOoYTH He3aMeTHOM.
WNuoe neno tam, rae Erop xwun panbiie... EMy BCIOMHMINCH OECKOHEUHBIE JJIMHHBIE HOUYU, BOW
Mypru 3a OJie/ICHEBIIMMHU OKHAMU M MAJICHbKMI 3aCHEKEHHBI TOPOJl, OKPYKEHHBIN Oe3MOJIBHOM
ceJoM Tairoil. B aToM ropone oH Korjga-To MMes BCe, YTO HYKHO YeJIOBEKY /15 cyacThsl. Y omHax1bl
— BCe MOTePSLT. ..

Crona EpmakoB nipuexait msTh JIeT Ha3aj ¢ OJHUM 4eMojIaHOM B pykax. [Tocse pa3Bona ¢ xkeHoit
OH HE CTaJl MEJOYMTHCS, NEUTh HAKUTOE JOOPO, a MPOCTO CHSUT C BEIAIKU BBIXOAHOW KOCTIOM,
napy pyOaiiek, MpuxBaTUJI ellle KOe-4TO U3 CBOUX JIMYHBIX BEIel 1, OCTABHMB Ha CTOJE KJIIOUH, TUXO
3aKpbUI 32 COOOM JIBEPb.

OTuero Xu3Hb CIOKUIACh UMEHHO Tak ? TpyaHoO cka3ath. .. [IoKeHuIMCch OHU COBCEM IOHBIMH,
MPOXKIIM BMecTe MHOTO JieT. KoHeuHo, ObIBajio BCSAKOE: M PYrajiich MO MyCTSIKaM, U MUPUJIHC. . .
Ho Besp kakas Obuia J1000Bb !

— MoxerT, Bce-Taku noefieM ko MHe? Karopunky Bo3bmem?..

— Her. Ceronus neiictButenbHO He Mory. .. He oOmxkaiics.

SIna nesxaia psaoOM, Kacasch ero rjiedoMm, U B TO ke BpeMs ObllIa TAKOUM HellocTyHOU. CJIOBHO
COJIHEUHBIH JIy4, OHA Japwia Teruio, HO MOoWMaTh, ylepXkaTh ee B pyke Obuto Henb3si! OHa Bcerma
YCKOJIb3aJIa. ..

«[louemy Bce moBTopsieTcs Tak oxoxe? — tymas Epmakos, risisi B cuHee 6e310HHOe He6O. —
Benp Bce 310 yxe Obuto He pas... CHavana — xeHa. [lotom — m000BHUIIA, C KOTOPOM BCTpeYascs
TallkoM OT *keHbl. Tenepb BOT fHa... Bce mpoucxonuT oirHaKoBO, MEHSIOTCS TOJIBKO JIMLA. .. BHa-
yaJie JIETKUI B3aMMHBIN MHTEpeC, NepepacTaiolvii B CUMIIATHIO; 3aTeM heliepBepK 1yBCTB, Mpas3/-
HUK JIyIIA ¥ TeJa; U, HAKOHell, arloreil — ropsivka, moutu o6esymue... Korga Bce Tak xopoiio, Bce
TaK 3amevaresbHo. .. M BIpyr — 6ar1! — HeoOparumoe otayxaeHue. KTo-1o nepBbiM He BHIAEPKHUBAET
9TOro CyMacIIe/IIIero Hakaua crpactedl u jesaer mar Hazaj. U Bce... OOpaTHO B pail JOPOTH ke
HET...»

[NopeiB BeTpa pa3zmeran SIHe BOIOCH, M TOHKHE PyChle MPsiM yHaiau emy Ha smio. Erop ocro-
POKHO yOpas UX U IIEKOU TTPUXKAJICS K ee pyKe.

«[louemy HEBO3MOKHO ObITh Bce BpeMsi ¢ oqHOi? OTuero Bpemsi 0e3KaJIOCTHO BBHIPHIBAET U
YHOCUT UX? B 4em cMBbICIT 3TOM KECTOKOU UTPbI?»

[epemeHbl — ecTh ycloBUE XHU3HH, CKazal Myapel. EpMakoB MOMHHII 3TO CO CTYAEHYECKOM
ckambu. Kak u 3HaMeHnTOe n3pevenue ['epakimra; «Bce Teder. ..». Ho b Tenepb 0CO3HAT OH BCIO
[TyOMHY 3TUX CJIOB, BECh UX TParmueCKUid CMBICIL.

«Koneuno, — pasmpbinuisut Erop, — He 7151 Kaxaoro nepeMensl 3aMeTHbl. OIUH BCIO )KU3Hb K
THXOMY Oepery *MeTcsl, HOPOBUT TIOCIIOKOMHEee MeCTO HalTH... BOoT OH poauIcs, skeHuIcs, 003a-
BEJICSl IEThMH, TTOTOM — BHYKaMH; a TaM, IJIS/IMIIb, U CTApOCTh He3aMeTHO mopornuia. M Bce 3to —
Ha (poHE OJHOTO M TOrO e Mei3axa, CpeAr 3HAKOMBIX C JIeTCTBa Jiogen. Tuib Aa miaap. Kakue
TYT TepeMeHsbl?.. A Apyroro cyapOa Kak Bo3bMeET B 000OpOT, a Kak IMIBBIPHET B CaMyl0 CTPEMHUHY!
Bcio mikypy Ha mogBOAHBIX KaMHsIX oOaeper! BoT Torna m HaYHET YesioBeK MOHUMATh, YTO 3HAYUT
— TEUCHUE KHU3HU. . .»

C msmxa EpmakoB Bo3Bpamasicst oquH. CocnaBimch Ha jena, flHa yexana Ha aBroOyce. OH
IIPOBOAMJI €€ IO OCTAHOBKH, a CaM MoILes netkoM. JIo 1oMa 37iech 0CTaBajioch HeJasleko. .. Bripouem,
MOXHO Ji1 ObUTO Ha3BaTh 3T0 JoMoM? CKopee — MpucTaHUIleM. Beab OqHOKOMHATHAsI KBapTHpa, B
KOTOPOH OH KWJI, He IPUHAJIekana eMy. Erop cHuMas ee yepe3 3HaKOMBIX.

OH J05ITO0 HE MOT TPUBBIKHYTH K CBOEMY HOBOMY KUTHITY. M 4acTo, mpochInasch 1Mo Houyam B
YyKOi KBapTUpE, CPpeu Uy:KOoil MeOenu, ¢ TPyJOM IMOHUMAJ, T/Ie HaXOAUTCs. A KOrja Bo3Bpamiascs
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K JEWCTBUTEILHOCTH — FOTOB OBbUT Kpruath OT Tocku. [Ipomnutoe He otmyckano ero. [la v Kak uHaue,
€CJIM BCe, 4TO ObLIO JJOPOTO, BCE, YeM XKUJIa JIyIa — OCTaJIOCh TaM, 32 ThICSIY BEpCT. ..

EpmakoB cBepHYJT O[] apKy ¥ OCTAHOBHJICS] HAIPOTUB BbIBECKM «Marasun». [lomapus o kap-
MaHaM, JOCTaJ JeHbI'v. Mesioub pelni NoTpaTuTh, a KYIIopy NOKPYITHEE Ha BCSKUH ClTy4yail OCTaBUII
— BIIPYT 3aBTpa fHa Bce-Taku HagyMaeT ¢ HUM BCTpeTutcsi? Byaer XoTh Ha 4To 3aKycKy Kynuth. He
CTaHellb ke ee yromaTh CyloM U3 Makera.

Cam Erop B 3TOM OTHOIIIEHUH ObLT HENPUXOTIUB. [JOBOIBCTBOBAJICS MaIBIM. . . CITydatuch JIHH,
KOTJIa Y HETO B XOJIOJVMJIbHUKE He ObLIIO HUUero, KpoMe ykpora. KoneuHo, 310 He OT XOpoIei JKu3HH.
[Tpuxonunoch 5KOHOMHTH Ha €fie, YTOOBI KaK-TO CBECTH KOHIIBI C KOHIIaMHU. Beah MouTH MOJIOBUHY
BCEX €ro JOXO/IOB IMOIJIONIAJIa OIlIaTa 3a JKUJIbE.

OH Bomien B MarasuH. MaJieHpKasi JKEHIIMHA C MPAyHbIM OIYTJIOBATHIM JIMIIOM IPUBBIYHO
ornyckaiia ToBap. Koraa Hacran yepen Eropa, oHa cKosb3HY/Ia IO HEMY PaBHOIYIIHBIM B3IJISIIOM U
TUXUM OECIIBETHBIM TOJIOCOM MTPOM3HECA:

— Cnymaro.

— Konders «Yaponeiika» y Bac ecTb?

— Cmorpure... Bee nepen Bamu. . .

— A BBI, uTO, He 3Haete? Vi Bam TPy/IHO OTBETUTH?

Ona HepBHO NepecTynuia C HOTM Ha HOT'Y, CJIOBHO CKakoBas JIOIIab, U, MOJIYa, OTBEPHYJIACh
K OKHY.

Erop 6ecriomoniHo 00Bes riia3aMu BUTPUHY M Y3KHe STYeKH ¢ KoH(peTaMH y Hee 3a CITMHOM.
OT pa3HOIBETHHIX 0OEPTOK 3apsiOWIIO B IJ1a3ax.

— JlaiiTe TOraa BOH TeX... — OH TKHYJI HayraJ| MajibleM.

[Mponasmmiia IeHUBO OOJIOKOTUIIACH HA CTEJUIAX C KOH(ETaMH |, MO-TPeXHEMY He TIIsIs Ha
HEro, MOMHTEPECOBAJIACh:

— I1ux?

— Her, npasee. ..

— I1ux?

«OHa 4T0, crienuanbHO u3aeBaercs? — co 3710cThio ongyman Erop. — Bens BuauT, Kyga noka-
3bIBalo ! »

B3BecuB koH(ETHI, TPOAABIIMIIA CIIPOCHIA:

— Bcee?

W, nony4uuB yTBepAMTEIbHBIA OTBET, 0OpaTHIIACh K CIIEAYIOIEMY MOKYIIATeio:

— Cnymaio Bac.

EpMakoB pactepsiHHO IOCMOTpEI Ha Hee.

— JleBy1ika, BbI ObI UX XOTh B TIAKETUK CIOXKWIH. .. VTN 3aBEpHYIH. ..

CkpuBHB TyObl, OHA MTPE3PUTENIHHO TPoOypUaia cede Mo HOC:

— beper BeuHo 110 ABecTH rpamMMoB. .. Elie u naketuk eMy rnogasaii!

Erop o6omren... OH xoTesn ckazaTh el YTo-HUOYIb Pe3Koe, HO CAEpKaICs.

«3a 4To OHA HeHaBUIUT MeHs? Benb Mbl Jaxe He 3HAKOMBI... Hesb3s jke Tak Harjo XaMuThb
COBEPIIICHHO TOCTOPOHHEMY YeJIOBeKY. A BApYr s1 HoOeseBcKui yaypeat? Wi maduo3n Kakoi-
HUOYp? Het, paHo WM MO3IHO OHA HAPBETCS. .. »

OTKpBIB KOIOBBIN 3aMOK, Erop 3amren B nogbe3a. Jludt ve padoran. OH mokavyas rojoBow,
TIOBEPHYJICS ¥ OTIIPABUJICS HABEPX MEUTKOM.

Ocrarok nHs EpmakoB nposen noma. Iloctupasn, npuroroBuit yxuH. [lorom B35 KHUTY U
yceJicsl BO3JIE PACKPBITOrO OKHA... 32 YTEHUEM He 3aMEeTHJI, KaK CTEMHEJIO.

He 3axwuras ceer, OH cuen B Kpecje U CMOTpel Ha ynuiy. B TeMHOTe MesnbKajiu OrOHbKU
CHUTapeT, CIBIIAIUCh YbU-TO TOJI0CA, 3BOH TMTAphl... Terblii BeTep IIeBeNbHY 3aHaBecKu. Erop
OIIYTHJI IyPMAaHSIIIMI 3arax I0KHBIX [IBETOB M BJIa)KHOE JIBIXaHUE MOPSI.
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BecHa... Bpems nanexn u 6ecnieunoii mo6su. CosHIle, MOpe, KpacuBble JeBYIIKH. UTo ere
HyxHO?.. Ho emy BcomHMIach ganekas poguHa. Tam ceituac Toxe Obiia BecHa. Erop mpencraBu
3HaKOMBIE C JIETCTBA YJHUIIbI, JoMa. CIIOBHO HasiBy MOYYBCTBOBAT OCOOCHHBIM apOMAaT TaJloro BECeH-
HEro CHEra, yciblllall, Kak NOXPYCTHIBAET Ha JIy’KaX TOHKUI MapTOBCKUM JIEHOK.

«Tocka... Heyxenu onsite Ha BCIO HOYB ?»

EpmakoB goctai u3 XonoanibHUKa Oy ThUIKY BUHA. OTKYNOPUB, HATIMJI 10 KpaeB rPaHEHbIH CTa-
KaH. 3anmoM Beimwi1. Ctasio Kak OyaTo jierde. .. A 4To ocTaBasiocs aenars? Maoro ciocoda 60poThes
C 9TUMM y’KaCHBIMM [TPUCTYIIaMU BHE3AITHOW TOCKY OH HE 3HaJl.

«Hwukoro psgom. .. Ecium 3aBTpa ympy, KTo noiaeT 3a rpodom? JKakasi Kyuka e/iBa 3HaKOMBIX
JIonen 7»

Erop npuser Ha kpoBarh. XMeJb 3aKPYKWJI TOJIOBY... MeJbKHY/Ia MBICIIb — HE IOBTOPUTH JIU
ere?

Hukorna npesx e He 4yBCTBOBaJ OH cebs1 TaKMM oAMHOKUM. M naske mo0OoBb K SIHe He Moriia
n30aBUTD €r0 OT ITOTO.

Boo0rrie vx oTHOIIEHHS OBUTM TOBOJIBHO HEMOHATHBIMU. C OHOM CTOpOHBI, Erop MUCIbIThHIBAT
K Hell TIIyOOKYIO MPUBS3aHHOCTD, & C IPyroi — HeJoBepHe. .. [loHavyamy, Koraa OHM TOJIBKO HavyasIu
BCTpEUaThCs, EMy TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH HAKOHEII-TO HAIles To, YTo UcKasl. Ee 60kecTBeHHOE Teso pu-
BOJWJIO B TPETIET, a HeyToNMMMasi, 6e3yziepkHasi CTpacTb MPOCTO cBoawIa ¢ yma. OHa OTaaBanach eMy
C ’Ka/IHOCTBIO 3aryJisBIel camMku. .. [locsie Takoi KeHIMHBI MeUTaTh O KOM-TO ele ObLIo, IO MEHb-
et Mepe, HepazymHo. M Erop Hauan nogymbiBaTh O coBMeCTHOM ku3HU. OHako fHa He Toponu-
JIach CBSI3BIBATh ceOsl CEpbe3HBIMH OTHOIIEHUAMH. Hao60poT, Bcsiuecku nmoguepkruBaia CBOIO He3a-
BUCUMOCTb. Cilydasoch, OHU HE BUAIEIUCH TOJ0NTY. EpmMakoB Tsikesno nepexusai pasinyky. Konedno,
Y peBHOBAJ ee, 1 oomxkacs. .. Ho Opocuth He Mor. DT0 OBLIO BHIIIIE €r0 CUII... Bripouem, oHa Toxe,
nepxka Eropa Ha HEKOTOPO# JMCTaHIIMM, OKOHYATEJIbHO HE MOpbiBaJa ¢ HUM. Tak W IJIMiCS 3TOT
CTpaHHBIN POMaH, TO BCIIBIXMBAsl, TO 3aTyXasl, B T€UEHUE BOT yXke JIBYX JIET.

TurmuHy pa3opBaj MOIIHBIN peB TMHAMUKOB. My3bIKa ObliIa HACTOJIKO TPOMKOM, YTO B OKHAX
BUOpHUPOBAIIM cTeKJia. EpMakoB B3IJIsSHYI HA YaCHI.

«[TonoBunHa nepeoro Houn! Kakoil ©AMOT B 9TO BpeMsI My3bIKY CIIyHIaeT!»

Erop npucnonusncs k crere... Hy, koHeuHo, cocen;! OH 1 paHblile 10cTaBajl ero CBOUMU Iec-
HsaMu. Ho Torza xoTh ObLJIO HEe Tak TPOMKO. A ceityac, BUIHO, KYITUJI HOBbIE KOJIOHKH U PEIHJI OITpO-
O0BaTh.

[TbITasice He oOpararh Ha My3bIKY BHUMaHuUs1, EpMakoB Opoauit o KoMHaTe.

«Huyero, — ycniokanBan oH ce0s1. — Elrie msaTh MUHYT W BBIKJIIOUMT... He B Jiecy Bellb KUBET,
MOHMMAET — BOKPYT JIOIM».

[Tpouno aecats, NATHAAAT MUHYT, & COCENl U HE 1yMasl yHUMathcs. Erop uyBcTBOBas, UTO
HaYMHAeT TepsATh Teprienre. Kazanock, OyaTO B TOIOBY O/IMH 3a APYTUM 3a0UBAIOT CTAIbHbIE IBO3/IH.
Mys3bika ob6opBaack BHe3arHo. 1 cpa3y crayio HempuBBIYHO THXO. [I0 3BOHA B yINax...

Erop Bbinmuul ernie mojicTakaHa BUHA, pasfesics U Jier B mocTenb. Tenepb Hago ObLJIO 3aCTaBUTh
ceOs1 YCHYTb.
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I'maBa 2

B crpaxosoii ¢pupme, rie EpmakoB padoTan MeHemkepoM, Obul 0OeeHHbIN nepepbiB. YacThb
COTPYIHUKOB, IIEPEKYCHUB B MECTHOM OyeTe, pa3oIiach 1o CBOMM MECTaM, a 4aCTh OTIPABUJIACh HA
nepekyp. Erop Toxe nomesn co BceMu, XOTs caM He KypHIL.

—Bor y KOro B JINYHOM ’KW3HU NOJIHBIN IOPSAIOK | — BOCK/IMKHYJIa JIeHouka PymsHLeBa, yBuieB
ero. — Kakoit Myx4nHa!..

Erop cHucxonuTebHO ITpoMOoITJall.

«[Tonubiit nopsiiok! 3Hana Obl ThI... A Bripodem? [lyctb 1ymaior. JJOIKHO ke XOTb Yy KOro-TO
OBITH BCE XOPOIIO».

K xomrmmmenTam B cBoy aapec EpmakoB npuBbIK. [laxe reHepajbHBIA JUPEKTOP U TOT KaK-
TO 3aMETWJI, YTO y HEr0 — «I€pPOMYECKasi BHELTHOCTb».

— 3naere, — Becesno npotiederana JIeHouka, — B UeM pa3HHLIA MEX1y 00pa30oBaHHBIM M HEOO-
pa30BaHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM ?

— B uem? — nonHTEpECOBAJICA CTPaXxOBOM areHT BacuH.

— B ToM, uTO HEOOPa30BaHHOMY YEJIOBEKY JOCTATOYHO OTIMYATh KOOEJNS OT CYKH.

— A obpazoBaHHOMY?

— A 00pa3oBaHHOMY HaJI0 OTJINYATh. .. — JIeHOUKa apTUCTUYHO BbLIEp:KaJla Iay3y U 3aTeM CKO-
poroBopkoy mpousHecna. — [erens ot Torons, Torons ot Bebens, bedens or Badens, kodens ot
CYKH. ..

BacuH BeIyCTWII ABIM U3 HO3/APEN U CIIPOCHIL

— TbI cama-To XOTb 3HaeIllb, KTO Takoi bedesnnb?

— 3Halo, He BOJIHYHCA.

— A Bab6ens?

— D70 KTO 10 6abam XoauT! — MoJas rojoc U3 JaJbHEro yIia OXpaHHUK 3MMEHKOB.

TabauHbIil JbIM KOJIBIXHYJICS OT CMeXa.

— Kcrarn, o 6abax... — oxuBmwics Bacun. — Cerogsi yTpom, moka Ha paboTy exall, C IByMs
MTO3HAKOMMWJICSL.

— Y0, npsAMo Tak cpa3sy ¥ ¢ ABymA? — yrouHuia JIeHouka.

— Ilouemy cpasy? CHauana — ¢ OfIHOU, IOTOM — C Jpyro. Bor TenedoHuuKy. ..

BacuH pocran n3 kapmMaHa OMATBIN JIUCTOK.

— CyacTmBbli, — B3I0OXHYJI 3UMEHKOB. — A 1 cpa3y C JBYMs 3HAKOMUTBCS HE MOTY.

— Nouemy?

— He 3nawo... He mory — u Bce! XoTs, MOKeT ObITb, U 3ps... BOT Toke exan He Tak JIaBHO, B
aBroOyce. 11 BMecTe co MHOM — JieByIlIKa. §] ellle Ha OCTAHOBKE Ha Hee BHUMaHue oopartuil. Kpacu-
Basd... Hy BoT, eneM-esieM, a MoToM OHa MHE U TOBOpUT: «Bbl Ha ciiefyrorueit Bbixogure ?» — «Her», —
otBevaw. A oHa: «Kanb». d pacrepsiics... «C Bamu Obl, — TOBOpIO, — BhIIIEN». — «Tak noiaemre!»
— 30BeT.

— Hy u yr0o? — HaBocTpui1 ymum Bacuh.

— OHa BBIIILTA, a 5 CTOIO KakK AypakK... Y MeHs Beb B 3TO BPeMsI C APYTOii JeBYIIIKON poMaH ObLI.

3MMEHKOB 3aTSHYJICS] CUTAPETON ¥ TPYCTHO TOOABHIT:

— Ho camoe unTepecnoe, uTo yepes Mecs Most oApyra MeHst Opocua.

Bce 3amomuainu, noBucia HeJIOBKasl TUILMHA.

— Hypak TbI, [lama, gefACTBUTENBHO. .. — MOABITOXKMWI BacuH. — Yk s Obl TaKOl MOMEHT He
ymyctun!

Erop nmocmorpesn Ha 3UMEHKOBa. DTOT HEMHOI'OCJIOBHBIM 3J0POBSK BBI3BAJI B HEM TEIUIBIE YyB-
cTBa. 3aX0TeJIOCh €ro 00OIPUTB.

— IIpaBunbHO caenan. He cinymaii HUKoOro.
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— IlpaBuibHO? T Tak cunuTaens?

— a... Beap Tbl MOOWII CBOIO IEBYIIKY, JOPOKII OTHOIIEHUSAMHU ?

— KoneuHo.

— Jlaxe ecii Obl OHA HUYETO HEe y3HaJIla O TBOEM Mapaijie]IbHOM POMaHe, BCEe PAaBHO Yepe3 MecsIIl
BBl ObI pacctanuch. Tak?.. C TOW TONBKO pa3HUIEH, 4TO Ha TeOe BUCENIO Obl YyBCTBO BUHBI. A 3TO
NepeKUTh HAMHOTO TSIXKeEJee.

EpmakoB nozomen k okHy. OTILIENKHYB 3a/IBUKKY, PACIaxHyJ1 CTBOPKU. CBeXUid BO3YX XJIbl-
HYJI B KOMHATy.

— ¥V Hac BYepa MPUKJIIOUWIOCH... — coodnmia JleHouka, TojKpaimmBas TyOsl. — Beuepowm,
TMIO3/IHO YK€, CMOTPUM C CHIHOBbSIMU TeJIeBU30p. Bapyr — 3B0HOK B 1Bepb. CripammBai: «Kto?». B
oTBeT — TUIMHA. .. Y onisiTh — «/I3uHb!» 4 cHoBa — «KT0?» Hu 3BYyKa. .. HO chbliny — 3a ABEpbIO KTO-
TO eCTb... [IoToM crydarsca Havanmu. § ucmyranace. ..

— U yem KoHYMIIOCH?

— Jla HuyeM. .. Oka3zasoch — 3TO MPUATESb K CTApIIEMY ChIHY PUXOIMUII.

— OH 4T0, CKa3aThb HE MOr'?

— A OH ITyXOHEMOM. . .

HesarenmsrocTh EpMakoBa Maio yem ommdyasiach OT pabOThl CTPaxoBbIX areHToB. OH Tak xe,
KaK OHH, 3aKJII0YaJl JOrOBOPHI C (pMpMaMM U 5KWJI Ha TIPOLIEHTHI CO cliesIoK. TonmbKo, KO BCeMy Mpo-
yeMy, B 0OS3aHHOCTH €My BMEHSJIOCh KOOPOAUHUPOBATh X AEHCTBHS. DTO OCIOKHSIO KU3Hb, HO
34TO0 ITO3BOJIAJIO UMETh XOTh KAKOM-TO CTAOMJILHEIN OKJIajI.

N Bce paBHO AeHer MocTostHHO He XBarayio. MHoroe 3aBucesio or ¢opTyHbl. B oquH mecsiy
MOXHO ObLIO 3apa00OTaTh HEIUIOXO, 3aTO MOTOM — [IBa CHIETh HA Menu... [loHayasy 3TO He OYeHb
OLIYIIAJIOCh, HO CO BPEMEHEM CTaJI0 YTHETaTb.

[Mpuxonunock Bce BpeMst KpyTuThesi. Ciiydasnock, 3a JeHb Erop ycrmeBan moOsiBaTh B Tpex-
yeTblpex (pupmax, B pa3HbIX KOHIAX ropojaa. dTO ¢ yYETOM TOrO, YTO MEPBYIO MOJIOBUHY JHS OH
OOBIYHO MPOBOAUI B OpHCE.

Takoil pe:xxuM BeIMaTbiBajl. BepHyBIIMCh B MMycTyI0 KBapTUPY, EpMakoB 100 HE MOT yCHYTb.
JpIM BOCHOMUHAHUI TyMaHWJI pa3yM. MIHOIIa HauMHaIOCh Ka3aThCsl, YTO BCE XOPOILIEE B )KU3HU ykKe
ob110. U BCe, UTO OCTaJIOCh — 9TO 00JIb, TOCKA U HOYM, MOJTHBIE OJJMHOYECTBA.

— MoxHo? — B KaOuHeT 3arisiHyaa JleHouka. — OQuH 3BOHOK... Y Hac TesieOH MOCTOSIHHO
3aHAT. He mogcrynurecs. ..

— 3BoHH, — pa3pemni Erop.

JleHOouKa BCTana psoM, CJerka Kacasich €ro TeIUIbIM IBIIIHBIM OegpoM. Erop ynoBui peskui,
CJIAJIKOBATO-TEPIKHUI 3arlax ee JyXOB.

— Hukro TpyOKy He 6epeT, — MokanoBajach OHa U MpUcesa 4yTh Moogastb. — 51 Tebe He Mera?

— Her, — noxan ruieyamu Erop.

Xorts, ecnu 4ecTHO, JIeHouKa, KOHEYHO, Melaia. EpMakoB TeprieTh He MOr, Korja BO BpeMs
PabOTHl PAJOM C HUM HaxXOOWICs KTO-HUOYyAb elle. DTO He JaBajio COCPefoTOUUThCA... Ho uto
nenath? He Oynenis ke ee BHITOHSTS !

— Tel B MarauTOohoHAX pazdupaeribesa? — cpocuia JleHouka.

— A uro?

— Marnutodon y MeHs ciomasics. Urpas, urpain — u BAPYT nepecral.

— VBB, — pa3ses pykamu Erop. — B TexHuKe 51 HE cuileH.

— Xaub... Ckyuno 6e3 My3bIku. Bce BhxogHbIe Oyay moma oqHa. Myx pedsT ¢ codoii B peiic
oeper... [Ipunercs ckyyaTrb B OTMHOUYECTBE.

JleHouka TOMHO NOTSIHY/IACh, BBITHYB CIIMHY U U4yThb MPUIOIHSB KPYIJIbIE 3arOpesible KOJIEHKU.
I[Nomon myaThs BhI3bIBaIOIIE OOTSIHYJT MOJHBIE Oezipa. .. Erop ycrnen 3aMeTuTs coOMa3HUTETbHO MeJTbK-
HYBIIIUI Kpail royooro atjiacHoOro Oesbsl.

«[Toxoske, 370 HaMeK. ..» — C BOJTHEHUEM IOyMaJl OH.
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WM oBnaziesio Kakoe-To CTpaHHOe OecroKOUCTBO. W XOTS HUKOrIa paHbllle OHA HE HPaBHUJIACh
€My, MTHOBEHHO BCIBIXHYBIIIEE KeJIaHhe 3aCTaBUJIO T03a0BITh 000 BCEM.

— A TBI IpUITIacK KOro-HUOYb B TocTu. Toraa cKkydaTh He pUIeTCs.

— Koro?

EpmakoB 3amep u 4yTh ObLJIO He Mpon3Hec «MeHsi!», HO B STOT MOMEHT CMIACUTETbHO 3a3BOHIUI
TesiepoH.

OH nogusn Tpyoky. .. Kakywo-to ¢pupmy 3anHTEepecoBaio ero npemioxenue. [Ipocunm yrou-
HUTb HEKOTOPBIE JIETATIH.

Buns, uro Eropy ceituac He 1o Hee, JIeHOUKa THXO MOKMHY/A KaOWMHET.

TyT Hamo ckazath, uTo JleHouka PymsiHIIeBa OblTa MOJTHOTENION COpOKAJIeTHEN KEeHIIIMHOM, 1
MpaBUJIbHEE CJIeJOBaJIO Obl Ha3kIBaTh ee Enenoii BiagumuposHoii. Ho Bce oTuero-to 3Banm — JleHod-
KOH1. ..

ConHile gobena packaawio ropod. Bee BOKpYT ABIIAIO kKapoM: M CTEHBI JIOMOB, M YepHBIC
JIeHTHI acasibTa, U OecCTsIue KpbIy MamyH. .. Eciu 66 He Mosiofast 3ejieHb U IIBEThI Ha (PPyKTO-
BBIX JICPEBbSIX, MOKHO OBLJIO TIOyMaTh, YTO ykKe HACTYIHJIO JIEeTO.

Jlep’ka moa MBIIIIKON KOkaHyIo Marky, EpmakoB ObicTpo 1aran no yiumie. Hactpoenue Obu1o
HeBakHBIM. HameueHHas1 Ha ceroyiHs ClieJIka He COCTOSIIaCh... B MATHIA pa3 OH MpHUe3kayl B OIHY
U Ty ke (pUpPMy — M HUKAK He MOT TMOAIMUCAThH JOTOBOP. [ eHepa bHBIN IUPEKTOp BaXKHO HAIyBall
IIeKY, BHOCHJI B JIOKYMEHTBI KAKUe-TO ITyCTSKOBbIE ITOMPABKH, HO MIPUHSATH OKOHYATEIbHOE PellieHre
HE CICIIHIL.

«Kak oH BoOOmIe pykoBomut? — HemoymeBan Erop. — C Takodl epyHOON pa3oOparbcs He
MOXkeT. .. Ecim nepetyman — Tak U CKaxu!»

Ha xomy paccrernyB BopoT pyOaiku, OH CBEpPHYJI B TPOXJIaay TEHHCTOro cKkBepa. Bosie ¢oH-
TaHa ObUIa CBOOOIHAS CKamelika. EpMakoB ycTasio OonmycTHIICS Ha CUIEHbE U C OOJIErYeHUeM BHITSHYIT
HOT'H.

Mumo T0 ¥ feno mpoxoanu Joau. Erop mpoBoxkan uX paBHOMYITHBIM B3IJISIIOM, Aymasi O
CBOEM. ..

B nanbHeM KOHIIe ajuieH MoKa3aiach CTpaHHas Mapa — HEeBBICOKAs XyJasi KeHIIMHA U IEBOUKA,
net aecatu. CTpaHHBIM ObLIO TO, KaK OHH JIBUTAJTHCh: KAKUMHU-TO 3UT'3araMu, pbIBKAMHU, C KOPOTKUMU
HETOHATHBIMU OCTaHOBKaMH. .. Koria onu oo omvske, EpMakoB MOHSI, B 4eM JIE0 — JKeHIIUHA
Obu1a MbsiHa. JleBouka romMoraja e UarTu.

Onu npubmm3uKch K poHTany. M TyT KeHIMHA B3OPBIKHYJIA:

— Kyna Te1 MeHs1 Begenn?

— Howmoii.

— 3auem?

— Cnats.

— Cna-a-ats!? MuI ceifuac Kymnarbcs Oyaem!

JKenmuHa panysiach K (QOHTaHY, HO OCTYITIJIACH U, HE YePKaBIIUCh HA HOTaX, TJIAIIMS yIiaia
Ha MBUTBHBIN acaibT. [JeBouka Opocuiach K Hew.

— Mawma! Mama!

Ta nogHsIa OT 3eMJIH JIUILIO, C TIHTHOW YCMEIITKOW TPSAXHYJIAa KOPOTKUMU BBIOETIEHHBIMU BOJIO-
cCaMH.

— Bcrasaii, mama! Berasaii! — mouka neitajgach e€ MOgHATD.

— Viiu!

— Jlionu ke kpyrom!

— Jla monu oHu!.. — XKEHIIMHA CMAYHO BBIPYTaJiach.

[TpukaB TaJOHM K JIMITY, IEBOYKA 3aIUlakaia OT OeCCUHS.
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[Tpoxoskwe ¢ TOOOIMBITCTBOM HAOMIOAAH 32 MPOUCXoAsIUM. HekoTopbie ocyskaatole Kayaau
rojioBamu. .. Erop He 3HaJ1, Kak MOCTyMuTh. EMy OBUIO HEJTOBKO M TaK aJib 3Ty HECYACTHYIO IEBOYKY,
YTO BIIOPY CaMOMY IPOCJIE3UTHCSI.

«Ho 4em s cmory eit nomoub? Yem?.. — MyuuTEIbHO pa3MbIILIs OH. — [logoiiTu, mposiBUTH
yudactue? A eciii MeHs1 He Tak noimyT? [logymaioT, 4To MpUCTAaIO K MbSHOM KEeHIIUHE . . .»

[porre 6bi10 yiiTH. Kakoe, B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, eMy feno? [Tycts camu pasdupatorcs. .. Ho uro-
TO HE JIaBaJI0 OPOCUTH ITUX TOPEMBIK Ha MPOU3BOJ CYJbObI.

Hakonen on permmics.

— Magaiite, nomory... — Erop HakJioHuIICs HaJ Jiexalen keHmHou. — Beraem! Om!..

EpmakoB 06XBaTHJI ee pyKamH 3a TYJOBHILE U PHIBKOM IPUBEJ B BEPTUKAIBHOE TIOJIOKEHHE.

— OO6onputech Ha MeHsl... Bot Tak... Tenepb MOTUXOHBKY. ..

[Tonnep:xxuBaemas ¢ AByX CTOPOH JOYKOM U Eropom, skeHIMHA MOCIYIIHO C/ieajia HECKOJIBKO
maros. Ho BOpyr ocraHoBUIIaCh.

— ToI KTO TakoOM?

— 4?7 — EpmakoB crerka pacrepsiics. — 1 mpocto xo4y Bam MOMOYb.

— He nano!

- Ho...

— Pyku! — HEO)XHMIaHHO 3BOHKO 3aKpHyaia OHa. — YOepu pyKH, CBOJIOYb!

[Tpoxoxue 00XOIuIM X CTOPOHOM, Opocast HeIoyMeHHbIe B3MIAAbl. OYeBUIHO, XOTEJIH ITOHSTh
— ut0 npoucxoaut? Erop ot creiia rotoB ObUT MPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MITIO.

«Hy, 4urto, momor?.. [loBosneH?»

OH pa3BepHyJICS U, HE OIJISIIBIBASICH, MOILIE ITpoYb. Ho He ycren oToiTy, Kak ycibliual no3aiu
3BYK YIaBILIEro TeJa.

Erop nosepnyiics. .. [leBouka 6eCIOMOIIHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— Haneko xuBete?

— Jlaneko... — BCXJIMIIHYJIA OHA.

Cepaie EpmakoBa pa3psiBaioch ot xkanoctd. Hamo ObU10 9TO-TO MPeapUHSITS.

— Bbixon oMH — JIOBUTH TaKCH.

— Jle-e-eHer He-e-eT! — HapaclieB IPOM3HECA IEBOYKA, pPa3MasblBasi 110 JIUILY CJIE3bl.

—Ha... — Erop npoTsHyJ1 il HECKOJIbKO KYITIOp. — DTOrO XBaTUT.

— He-e-et! — 3amaxana pykamu oHa. — § He BO3bMy-y-Yy!

— Bepu, Tede roopsit! I[lotom otnaauTe. .. BoT Bu3MTKA.

OH cyHyJ el B JIaIOHb IEHBI'M U BUBUTHYIO KAPTOUKY.

— A Tenepb 3aX0Qy € TOM CTOPOHBI. .. B3suu!

BnBoem oHu nogHsM keHUMHY ¢ acdanbTa. OHa MOYTH HE CONPOTUBIIsIACK. JIUIIb 4TO-TO
THXO0 OopMoOTaia cede Mo HOC.

OcranoBuB MalvHy, EpMakoB nocaaui ux Ha 3aiHee CUJIEHUE U C YAOBJIETBOPEHUEM XJIOIHYJI
JIBEpLIEH.

Ha nyme 6bi10 nerko. CJIOBHO OH clefia Kakoe-TO OYeHb BKHOE W HyXkHoe neno. U naxe
NoTepst IGHET ero He 0OCOOEHHO Oropyaa.
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I'nmaBa 3

C yrpa 3apsaaui 10k Jb. KpyIHble Karnau koco OWiv B CTEKJIO U TOHKUMU pyYelKaMy CTeKaJIH
BHU3, OCTaBJIsAs 32 COOO0M y3KKe MpO3pauHble MOJIOCKH.

Erop cobupascs Ha padoty... Beirmagus pyOaiiky, OH JOMMI OCTHIBAIONIMI Yail 1, 3aCTerMBa-
SICh Ha XO[y, BBICKOUMJI Ha TUIOLIAJKY.

Bosne mudra cTONKHYICS ¢ COCEIKON — MOKUJION CYXOHBKOW KEHIIMHOW U3 KBAPTUPbI HAIPO-
THB.

— Maps CemenHa, 3apacere!

— 3ppasctByH, Erop.

— Kak xwuBete? /laBHO Bac He BHEII.

—TIInoxo... bonena mecsu. A npuiiia 1oMoi — onsiTh paccTpoiictBo. [Totonok tever... YV Teds-
TO HE OTChIpeBaeT?

— Her.

— Ay MeHs — ciibHO. Kak 10K ab — Tak CBEpXY U KamaerT.

— OOparuTech K KOMMYyHAJIbIIUKaM. .. [TounHAT.

— Jla yx Obl1a Tam He pas. Bee 6e3 Tonky — ogHu odenianus. He 601pHO-TO Ha cTapyxy cMoOT-
pAT... Moxer, Tbl Obl 3ammen Kak-HuOyap? BoH, kakoii npencraButenbHblii! Test Obl MOCTYIIANCS. . .

— JlagHo.

EpMakoB 1marHys B pacKpbIBIIMECS JBEPH JIM(PTA U CKBO3b LIYM CXOISAIIMXCS CTBOPOK YCIIbI-
IIa:

— Cnacub6o! Cnacu6o teoe!

Hecmotps Ha Henoroay, Erop uyBcTBOBas1 cedst mpeBocxoaHo. M He 6e3 npuuuHsl. .. CeroaHs
OHH JIOJKHBI ObLITH BCTPETUTHCS ¢ SIHOM.

Mo ynuiie oH JieTen Kak Ha KpbUlbsiX. EiBa mepecTynuB mopor kabuHeTa, cpa3y Opocuiics K
Tesiepony.

— AJU10, — TIOJTyCOHHBIM T'OJIOCOM OTBeTHJIa SIHa.

— IIpuser! Tol emie cnuib?

— Crumo.

— INopa mogHuMartskcs. .. S mpuien K Tede ¢ MPUBETOM, paccKa3arh, YTO COJHIIE BCTAJIO!

— Hy na, connue. .. BoH kak g0%/1b OJIMBaeT.

— A TbI IPE/ICTaBb, YTO BCE PaBHO — cosHIle. .. [IpencraBumna?

— Ara.

— Tenepb yabIOHUCE. .. YIIBIOHYTACH?

— Ja.

— Bor u 3ameuarensno! Hy 4to, Mbl cerogsst yBuaumcs?

— Thl 3Haems. .. — nocneoBana naysa. — HaBepHoe, He nosnyuurcs.

V Eropa o6opBasock cepaiie. Kak Oyaro ¢ pazoera oH Bpe3aJicsi B CTEHY.

— INouemy? Benp Mbl Buepa JOrOBOPUIIUCK. .. UTO-HUOYAb CITyYHIIOCH?

— Her. IIpocTo ceronHs HUKaxK. ..

— A 3aBTpa?

— 3aBTpa s padoraro.

EpmakoB omyctin Tpyoky. Bopot pyOamku faBut miero, Memmat asimars. OH ¢ ocTepBeHeHHEM
pBaHy1 €r0. ..

«Hy u nycts! Hy 1 nagno!»

Hu o yem npyrom mymars Erop yxe He mor. [ToaToMy oTmpaBuiicsi pocTo OpoAUTh MO TOPOLY.
Bckope camooOiajaHue BEpHYJIOCh K HEMY.

«7KuBH, Kak xouelb. f Toxke HauHy ApYrylo *ku3Hb. .. [Ipamo ceronns, ceyac!»
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JloXb KOHUWICS, U TPUTUXIINE YJIUIBI CHOBA 3aMoOJOHMI Hapon. EpMakoB pasrisabiBai
BCTpeuHbIX JeBymiek. Cpeay HUX MOnajaiich OUeHb 1aKe CUMITATUYHBIC.

HeszameTHo oH oka3ajics B paiioHe nopra. Jajblie myTy He ObUIO — BIIEpe/Iu TIECKaIOCh MOpE.

Erop xoten BepHYTbCsI, HO BAPYT 3aMeTHJI Ha upce pedsart. OHM yauiu peioy.

— Kimoer? — nountepecoBaiicsi Epmakos.

— Ee kak! — ¢ rOTOBHOCTBIO OTBETHUJI BUXPACTbI KOHOMATHIM Majlb4y-TaH.

— Ha yro nosute?

— Ha pauka.

[Mapenek mpoctan n3 6GaHKU Mapy SPKO-KPACHBIX KPEBETOK.

— Bapenslie, uro ;m? — yausuics Erop.

— Her... MBI UX COJIBIO 3aCBITTAEM.

Manpuuiika oTpe3ai HOKOM KycodeK, HacaJuil Ha KPIOYOK M, KPyTaHyB HaJl TOJIOBOM CBHHIIO-
BOE Tpy3UJI0, 3a0pOCHI CHACTh B MOpE.

— Ha nonky?

— Ara. Ha noriaBouHyio yaouky 37ech Majio KTo peioauuT. [71yOoKo. . .

— U 4t0 32 peiOa?

— Paznas... Beruku, kedanb, 6apadyins... A Buepa AsAbKa BOH C TOTO MUPCa 3710POBEHHOTO
Kapakoca novimMai. Kunorpamma Ha Tpu. ..

— Kapaxoc? Hu pasy He Buzen. U naxe He ciblial.

— Banb, nokaxu.

KoHomnartslii oBepHYJICS K CBOEMY IpPYTy, TAKOMY ke 3aropesiomy OesnoOpbsicoMy mnaraty. ToT
3aCyHYJ PyKY B MOJIMSTUJICHOBBIN MAKET ¥ U3BJIEK OTTY/A IIUPOKYIO CEPEOPUCTYIO PHIOMHY, TOXOXKYIO
Ha TMOJICIINKA.

— TonbKko 3TOT MOMeHbIIIe, KOHEYHO. .. [ ]paMMOB BOCEMBCOT.

— Herutoxo! — omo6putensHo nipousnec Erop, paccmarpusast Tpodeit. — A 'y Hac Ha ceBepe, Tjie
s paHblIIle KW, — COBCeM jpyras peida. U jgoBat mo-gpyromy... Ceifuac Tam eire Bce Moo JIbIOM.
Bor Takoii nen!

EpmMakoB nokazas TONIMHY OT 3eMJIM.

— He moxeT ObITB!.. DTO ke mouTu metp!

— Hy na! A B stHBape — eme 6ombiite. .. Ceilyac-To yke MoATauBaTh MOTUXOHbKY HaunHaeT. Ho
10 MalCKUX MPa3HUKOB — NepkuTCs. .. Hu pa3y BecHOH co Jibaa He JIOBUIN?

— BoH oH JioBUJI, — 6eI0OOPBICHIN yKa3al Ha MpUsATeNsa. — Y Hero 6adyIKka Ha ceBepe JKHUBET.

— IlonpaBunocs?

— He-a, — noMopImBIIKCh, TPOTSAHY/I KOHONATHIIA. — XOJIOIHO.

— 3uMoit, KOHEYHO. .. OCOOEHHO, eClTi C HeMTPUBBIYKU. .. 3aTo0 ceiiuac — Onmaronats! Cuauiib,
rpeelibesi Ha CONTHBIIIKE U PhIOy U3 JIyHKU TacKaellb. [10 BecHe MHOrja MOXHO TIOJTHBIN «I1apadaH»
HAJIOBUTb.

— Yro HanoBUTH?

— «Iapaban»... D10 AMMUK TaKOW, ATIOMUHUEBHI WIN JIEPEBSIHHBINA, HA KOTOPOM CHJIETh
MOXHO. PBHIOBI KWJIOTpaMMOB JBaIIaTh BOWIET.

— 3n0poBo!

— A moTom, Korja JieJ] pacTaeT, XOpoIlo CO CIIMHHUHTOM TI0 peke npoituck. Illyka Ha OnecHy
oepeT, Kak 1manbHas. [JaBHo, TipaBa, yxe He peioadu. .. Jletr nsth. ..

— XoTHTe, MOXeTe ONpoOOBaTh, — MPEAJIOKUI eMy TomyOoriasbiil mapeHek. — Bossmute Moo
JOHKY. ¥ MEHS uX JBE.

— Jagaii! — Erop npucen psaoM Ha KOPTOUYKM U HAMOTaJl HA yKa3aTeJIbHbIM NaJlel] TOJICTYIO
JIECKY.

— Hauner neprarb — cpa3dy nojcekaiire!

— Ions. ..
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EpMakoB onnyTvn HacToSIUiI peiOalikuii a3apT. JJaBHO yke He CHJIENI OH y BOJIbI B OXUIAHUN
MOKJIEBKU.

KoneuHo, Bce 31ech OblI0 coBceM He Tak. He XxBartaio IJIaBHOTO — eIUHEHUsI C TPUPOIOH. . .
Koraa BoKpyr Ha JecTKM KUJIOMETPOB Oe3/M0HAs TaiTa, HEBOJIBHO POXKIAETCS] TyBCTBO, YTO THI —
YacTuIa 3Toro Mupa. Bo3HukaeT Kakasi-To 0coOeHHas1 COPUYACTHOCTD, KOTJ]A CTAHOBSITCS Pa3/Iyu-
MBIMH KaxJasi MeJIOub, Kakaasl JeTalb. .. Thl HAUMHACHIb CIIBIIATH IIEJIECT JIUCTHEB, IIENIOT TPaBBbI,
KypuaHue pydbs. Thl HAUMHACIIH TOHUMATH TIEHUE TITHII, U KPUKHU 3BEepeid, BUIETh MHOXKECTBO Kpa-
COK M OTTEHKOB. .. A 3[ieCh — BCE MHaue, Bce Kak Obl MoHapoKy. Het omnymmenus TaifHsl. . . [IpuBbra-
HBII [ITyM TOpoJja HU Ha MUHYTY He OTITycKaeT Tebs1. [)poxoT OallleHHBIX KPaHOB, CKPEKET JieOeIoK,
rojioca JOKepoB... U maxe OeOKphUIble YaWKW BOCIIPUHUMAIOTCS Ha 3TOM (hOHE KaK 4acTh TOPOJ-
CKOrO Inemn3axa.

— V¥ Bac kimoer!

—Uro? — paccestHHO nepecnpocuy EpMakoB U TyT e IoYyBCTBOBaJ, Kak HATSHYBILIASCS JIECKa
cIaBuJia eMy Iajen.

— INoacexkaiite! Hy!..

Erop nopaepHys ¥ OLyTUI HA TOM KOHIIE BOJHYIONIYIO TsokecTh. OH OBICTPO Havyasl BHIOUPAThH
JIeCKy, cTapasich He JIaBaTh PhIOHE CIIAOWHBI.

«Xoporiee 4To-To nonajo. BoH kak ynupaercs!»

[IpeononeBas conporupiaenue, EpmakoB nontsiHy1 peiOy K nvpcy. B rimyOune Tyckino O61ecHy: T
Yerryel ee 3eJIeHOBaThIid OOK.

OnvH U3 napHel cXBaTWJI MOACAYEK U IPUTOTOBUJICS TTIOMOTaTh.

— OcropoxHee, He nepraite!

KonomnaTthlii MajbuyraH JIOBKO TOIXBATWI peIOMHY U3 BoAbl. OHa GecroMoIiHo 3a0uiach B
KaIlpOHOBOM CETKe.

— Oro! — BocTopkeHHO BOCKJIMKHYT Erop, mocraBast qoObIuy U3 nojcayeka. — 310poBeHHast!..
A Kkak oHa Ha3bIBaeTcs?

[NepernsuyBIMCh, pedsiTa pacCMEsTUC.

— Yero xoxouere?

— 310 Xe 3eyieHyxa!

— Hy u uto?

— OHa HecbhenoOHasl.

— Coscem?

— l'oBop#T... ¥ Hee MHOrO BUAOB. OIHU MOXHO €CTh, IPYTe HEeNb3s... TPyAHO ONpEIeUTh.
[TosTomy — yditie BHIOPOCUTS. ..

— Brixoaut, 310 Kak rpudsl? EcTh XOpoiue, 1 ecTh — MOraHKu !

— TouHo.

— Bort u j10BU nocrie toro! YV Hac Ha ceBepe sl TAKOTo He MPUTIOMHIO.

Erop nomeHsu1 HAXHUBKY 1 CHOBa 3a0pOCHIT CHACTh B MOpe. BCKope orsITh MOuyBCTBOBAJI JIETKUE
yZAapsl 1o nasislly. KTo-To Ha TOM KOHIIe HAaCTOMYMBO JIepraj 3a JIECKY.

OH ObICTpO TOICEK U, Tiepedupast pykamu, noTsiHya. ConpoTuBiieHre ObLIIO HEBEJIMKO.

— A 3Ty ecTb MOXHO? — cripocusi EpMakoB, ¢ MHTEpecoM pasriisiipiBas HEOONbIYIO O1e/IHO-
PO3OBYIO PBIOKY.

— D10 Gapady:s... Ee MoxHO.

ConHeuHble OJIMKY UTPaH B BoJe. MATKO HAaKaTHIBAIUCH ITIA/IKKE MoJiorue BoyHbL. Ha otmenu
Oypo-3eJIeHBIMI OCTPOBKaMH MPOCBEUMBAIM KOCMAThIe BOJOPOCIIH.

«JlagHo, — momyman Erop. — [ToGanoBaics u OymeT».

OH noaHsuIcs, pa3msii 3aTekire Horu. OT JOJIroro cueHusl Ha KOPTOYKax OHM CJlerka OHe-
MeJIu.

— Cnacu6o, pedsara. Mue mopa. ..
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— Yero Tak maso nonopuan? Ceiiyac BeuepHssl 30pbKka Oy/ieT.

«Kak paz, mostomy u yxoxy, — yemexnysics mpo cedst Epmakos. — Camoe BpeMsi JIOBUTB JIPYTYIO
«pBIOY»...»

B nmonympake kade Erop mpumernt 6eToKypyo MoJonyio AeByniKy. HebpeskHo 3araruBasich
CHUTapeToii, OHA CO CKYYaIOIIIMM BUIOM MOIISIIBIBAJIA IO CTOPOHAM.

«Ecmi HUKTO He omepeuT — MOACSAAY», — PEIII OH U, 3aKa3aB CTO TPAMMOB KOHbBSIKY, ITPOTSI-
HyJ1 OapMeHy JIeHbIU.

— Ilomenbue y Bac HeT? — ocBegoMuIIcs TOT. — CnaBarh coBepilieHHO HeueM. .. KoHdeT Bo3b-
MeTe Ha cyiady?

— JlaBaiire.

BapmeH roctaBui iepe/1 HUM KOHBSIK Y BBUIOKHII TATh IIIOKOTAAHBIX KOH(peT. 3a0paB ux, Erop
HAIMPaBWICA K CKYYalollel OJIOH/INHKE.

— He 3aHATO? — Ha BCAKMIA CiTyvail TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— CBobOomHo.

[Mpuryous u3 Ookana, EpmakoB oreHMBamoIe NMOCMOTpeN Ha JEBYIIKY. Brwirisgena oHa
HETUIOXO: TPaBWIbHbIC YEPTHI JIUIA, YXOKEHHBIE BOJIOCHL. .. Jlake curapeta He yMeHbIIIana ee KeH-
CKOTo 00astHUSI.

— Xoture koHbpeTy? — npeayioxua Erop.

— Cnacu60, — yneiOHynach ona. — He xouy.

— laym Ha ciavy... MHe OIHOMY CTOJIbKO HE ChECTb.

— He mobute cnaakoro?

— Jlio6mo. Ho a1 cTa rpaMMOB KOHBSIKA 9TOTO SIBHO MHOTOBATO.

— Bo3bMuTe JOMO¥, BHIITBETE C YaeM.

— Iloka noHecy — pacraior.

EpMakoB moTArvBal KOHbSIK M C MHTEPECOM Pa3TIIsSIBIBAT JeBYIIKY. UyBCTBOBAIOCH, UTO OHA
TOXE HE TIPOTUB 3HAKOMCTBA. DTO MPUIAJIO EMY PEITMMOCTH.

— A MOXHO 51 Bac Torja XoTh Koge yrorry?

— MoXHO, — BEJIMKO/IYIITHO COTJIACHUIIACh OHA.

Erop 3akazan nBa kode.

— C caxapom wm 6e3? — yTOUHIT OapMeH.

EpmMakoB Ha cekyHy 3agymalicsi, IOTOM HalleJscs.

— OpnuH ¢ caxapowm, apyrou — 0e3.

Emy ObUT0 BCe paBHO. A IeBYIIIKA B JIIOOOM CiIydae Mojiydaia HalmuTOK TI0 BKYCY.

OH BepHyJics 3a cTonMK. HesHakomka OnaronapHo KMBHYJIA 1 B3sila Jaieuky koge 6e3 caxapa.

— Kak Bac 3oByT1? — cripocusn Epmakos.

— 7Kanna.

— A mens — Erop.

— [Touemy-To s cpasy mogymMaina, 4To BbI CSIIETE 32 MOW CTONMK.

— Ha?.. Oruero xe?

— NnTynus.

— Yro e ere nojckasaia BaM UHTYULIUS?

— YT0 BBI 3aXOTUTE TIOBHAKOMMUTHCS.

— Onsrp yraganu. .. Bel, HaBepHOe, CTyIeHTKa?

— B 310M rogy 3akaHuMBaIO UHCTUTYT.

— Hdymainu yxe, kyga ycrpoutbest? Ceiiuac Belb C STUM HEITPOCTO. BBIMYCKHUKOB Oe3 OrbITa
padoTHl He OYEHB-TO KATYIOT. TOIBKO TIO IPOTEKIIUH. . .

— Bce 310 ecTh. A BbI UeM 3aHUMAETeCh?

— 4 menemxep. B crpaxoBoii pupme.
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Erop 3amerni, Kak o Jvily A€BYIIKY CKOJIb3HY/Ia TeHb pa3oyapoBaHusl. HaBepHoe nonavasy
OHa TMPUHSIA ero 3a MPEeyCreBaIero Ou3HeCMeHa.

[TopeiBIIMCE B cyMOuKe, 7KaHHA 10CTaIa CUTapeTHl.

— He Bo3pakaerte, eciu 3akypio?

— Kypure.

— A BHI?

— 3aBs3al.

— 51 6bI TOXXE XOTENa, HO HUKAK He TOyJaeTcsl.

— IInoxo xoTute. Y MeHs OTel] TPUALIATH JIET KypUJl, a OTOM B351T — U OPOCHIL.

— Moii cTax Bcero gBa roja.

— Tem Goree. ..

Ot BbimurToro koHmsika Erop cnerka 3axmenen. IlpusitTHas Teruiora pasawiach MO Tewy.
JleBy1iIka, CUeBINast HAIPOTHB, Ka3aJach MIJION M cMMIaTHYHOR. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO IOYTH BIIIOO-
JIeH. ..

«A MoxeT, 310 cyapoa’? Kakoe y Hee nuno! Kakue Bosnochi!.. Kpacusas. U crpoitHast K ToMy
Ke...»

VI0THBII IOJyMpak pacrnosnarai K Oecezie. XOTelI0Ch TOBOPUTH U 3HATH, UTO T€OsI MOHMUMAIOT.

«XO0poI10, YTO 3aryIsHyJl IMEHHO B 3T0 Kade. MHaue rae Obl MBI el1ie BCTPETHIIHCH ..

— Yacro 31ech ObiBaeTe? — cripocui Epmakos.

— B nepsplii pas... [Ipocto y nogpyru TyT AenoBast Berpeva. S ¢ Heil 3a KoMmnaHu. .. BoH oHa,
3a YIJIOBBIM CTOJIMKOM.

Erop nmocmorpein, kyga ykasana KaHHa, ¥ yBUJEN TEMHOBOJIOCYIO JIEBYIIKY, TOBOPSALIYIO IO
coToBOMY TesiepoHy. Psaiom cuzien Moaonoi KOpOTKO CTPUKEHbIA MY KUMHA.

— Kcrarn, — ckazana ’Kanna, — Bbl He B LIEHTp ceitvac eyiere?

— Mory u B LIEHTp. ..

— He nmogopocute Hac?

«AX, BOT OHO 4uTO! — MOHsLJ1, HakoHell, EpmakoB. — [lymaer, uto s Ha maiuHe. .. Bee otuero-
TO CYMTAIOT, YTO Y MEHSI HEPEMEHHO JIOIKEH ObITh aBTOMOOWIIb> .

— VBbI, HIUEM HE CMOTY BaM MOMOYb. .. HeT y MeHsI MalliuHsI.

— JKanb, — uCKpeHHe oropumiach JAeBymika. — Takol MyKunHa — U 6e3 aBToMoOuJIs !

Erop nouyBcTBOBas cedst HeMoOBKO. B riryOuHe ayimm 3ataniack oOnaa.

«A 4Tt0, 63 MalliHBI 5 yKe 1 He MyKUK? PazBe MOXHO Tak cyauTh o desoBeke?.. [la, Moxer,
s B TBICSIUY pa3 JIydllie JJIoOOro aBToMoomIncTal»

K cronuky nogonuia ee nogpyra.

— 3HakombTech, — ckazaia Kanna. — 1o CusbBusi... A 310 — Erop.

«IK30TUYECKAas IEBYIIKA, C IKZ0TUYECKUM UMEHEM», — mogyMan EpMakos.

V Hee ObLIM OCNETIUTENBHAS YABIOKA, CMYyTJIasi KOJKa M YepHBIE, KAK CMOJIb, BBIOIIMECST BOJIOCHI.
be3 comuenust, oquH U3 ee poauTtesei umen agppukaHCKUe KOPHH.

— MoxerT, ImamMnaHcKkoro, 3a 3HAKOMCTBO? — oxkuBmiIcs Erop.

JIeByILIKY NEPETIAHYJIUCD.

— Her, — uytb nomenus, orBetrsia CuiibBus. — Mol ciiemniuM. .. He moasesete?

— OH 6e3 marumgel, — rnosgcamia JKansa.

— Hy uro x... Torna ne Oynem Bpems TepsaTh. VI3BuHMTE, Y HAC fena.

[Togpyru HarpaBmwnck K BeIxody. Erop nocrniermmn 3a HUMM.

— Mocnymaiite, Kanna... Heyxemu mbl pacctanemcst ipocto Tak? OcraBbTe XOTS ObI CBOM
TesiepoH.

— Xopol1110, — UTPUBO CTPEJIbHYJIA [V1a3aMU JIEBYIIKA. — 3alKChIBaiiTe.

Erop TopomimBo 3amapui 1o KapMaHam, OTBICKMBAasi aBTOPYYKY M KaKON-HUOYIb JIMCTOK.
CubBus ¢ MOHUMAIOIIMM BUIOM OTOIILIA B CTOPOHY.
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EpmakoB 3anucai 1 BCIIyX HOBTOPUJI HOMEP.

— Bce BepHO, — KMBHYIIa OJIOHAMHKA. — 3BOHUT JIydllle BeuepoM. .. Ho He mo3ke oquHHAIATH.

— 51 00s13aTenbHO MO3BOHIO! — paIoCTHO BOCKJIMKHY Erop.

— Byny xnarb, — moobemana KanHa 1, MaxHyB Ha MPOIIAHKE PYKOM, 3aCTy4asia KaOimyuKaMu
10 acabTy.

Homoit EpMakoB BEpHYJICS B IPUITOAHATOM HACTPOEHUHU. «BOT Kak B )KW3HU ciydaercs, — pas-
MBIIUISIT OH, Jieska B roctesn. — C yTpa ropioellib, a K Beuepy — pajyelbces. . .»

Hesymika KanHa HpaBuiace eMy. IIpeaBKylieHHMEe HOBOTO poOMaHa 3acC/IOHSUIO IPEKHIOI
6oib. .. Hu pa3y 3a Beuep oH He BcrioMHI 0 SIHe. Mmu mpocto u3deran qymaTh O Heil?

Erop B koTOpBIi yke pa3 mpenctaBuil cebGe HOBYIO 3HAKOMYIO. HeXHOCTb Teruiol BOJHOM
1I€BEJIbHYJIACH B TPYAM. A UTO €CJI OH, HAKOHEll, BCTPETHI TY, O KOTOpo# MeuTas?.. EpmakoB permi
MOOBICTPee YCHYTh, YTOOBI CKOPE HACTYIHJIO 3aBTpa.

...OH y’xe oYty criaJ, Korja 3a CTeHOM BO BCIO MOIb JMHAMUKOB B3pEBEJ COCEACKUI MarHu-
TopoH. EpmakoB B31siHy1 Ha yackl. CTpesKy MOKa3blBaM MATHAALUATE MUHYT MIEPBOTO.

«Jloctan yxe cBoeit my3bikoii!» — nmogyman Erop, cajisick Ha nocreu.

Bo3mymiasia He CTOMBKO caMa My3bIKa, CKOJIBKO MpeHeOpeKUTEIbHOEe OTHOILIEHHE cocena K
OKpy:xaiomm. Besib, 1o cyTH, oH Opast Ha ce0s1 IPaBO pacHiopsKATHCS JIMUHOH )KU3HBIO COBEPILICHHO
MOCTOPOHHHUX JOJEH, CAMOCTOSITEIHO pelliasi — CriaTh UM B IAHHBI MOMEHT WJTH OOJIPCTBOBATH.

He 3nas, kak nocrynuts, EpMakoB 6ecCMBICTIEHHO pacXakuBaJl 1o KOMHare. .. HakoHer oH He
BBIJIEpIKAJL.

«[loiy, moroBopio. .. CKOJIBKO MOXKHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!»

Hanes Oproku, Erop Beliien Ha TUIOMIAAKY. 31ech My3blka Obuia ele cibliHee. OH ocTaHo-
BUJICA NIEPEJ COCE/ICKOM JIBEPhIO U MOTAHYJICA K 3BOHKY. HO B mociiejHuiA MOMEHT OITyCTUJI PYKY.

Bruto oryero-to HesmoBko. .. Kak ce6s Bectu? Yto ckazars?.. Hukorma 1 HUKOMY OH He JKaJlo-
BaJicsl. D10 ObUIO HE B ero npasuiax. Ho ceivac. ..

«He mipocuTs s nipuirien, a TpedoBath!» — morpodoBa 3aBectu cedst Erop.

[IpeononeB comHeHus1, MO3BOHMI. JIOIT0 HUKOrO He OBUIO, TIOTOM IIEKHYJI 3arop W JBEepb
MIPUOTK PBLIACh.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, — nmpou3Hec EpMakoB 1 XoTesl BOWTH, HO XO35IMH, OTTECHUB €r0, CaM BBIIIIEN
Ha IJIOIIAAKY.

— IIpocrure, — cmymasice, npogosku Erop. — Henb3a m cnenate HeMHOTo notuiie. .. Bpems
yke TO3Hee. . .

Cocen cmepul ero Mpe3puTesIbHBIM B3IVISAOM.

— Ay ce6s noma. 1 Oyny menathb TO, 4TO X0Uy!

OH OBUT HEBBICOK POCTOM M Y30K B Iuleuax. [JJIMHHbIE HEONPSITHBIE BOJIOCH! COCYIbKAMH CBU-
casii 1o cropoHaM. Cepble XOIOJHbIE T71a3a CMOTPENIY C HACMEIUIUBBIM ITPHILLY POM.

— Ho nocnymaiite. .. — cka3an Erop. — JIoJKHBI k€ Bbl XOTh HEMHOTO YBaKaTh OKPYKAIOIIMX.

Cocen yxMbUIbHYJICS. .. TOHKME HO3[IpU €ro KPIOUKOBATOI'0 HOCA HEPBHO 3aTpEeNeTalu.

— VBaxatp? 3a uTo Bac yBaxkarh?.. JlectHuily nonMectu He Moxere! S, manaH, ¢ TpSANKON
non3aio!

«Kakoii e Tbl maran? — HempUsA3HEHHO 3ameTu1 po cedst Epmakos. — Korga tebe maBHO yxke
3a TPUALATH».

— A J1TaMIIOUKH? — TEM BpEMEHEM IPOI0JIKall BO3MYyILAaThes cocell. — [louemy Beeraa s 10KeH
MeHATh? YeTbipe KBapTupbl Ha mioniaake!.. VI ABepu y Bac XJonarT OYeHb IPOMKO. S ke HU4ero He
roBopio!.. Bot kxorga Oynere 3a coboii clieinTh, TOT/IA 51, BO3ZMOXHO, Oy/Iy Bac yBaXaTb.

He niporiasics, oH ucues 3a 1sepbio. Erop cTosis, cIoBHO MPOBUHUBIIMICS IKOIBHUK. Ha myiie
OBLIO TaKo. .. MaJio TOro, 4to CBOEro He TOOWJICS, TaK elle U OTYUTaIH !
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Bepuysiuch k cebe, Epmako 3agymaics. «A mMoxer, oH nipaB? Bejpb, NelCTBUTENHHO, TIIO-
LIAJKY 1 HUA pa3y, CKOJIBKO 37€Ch KUBY, HE MbUI... JIaMIIOUKM TOke HEe MeHsI... 1 1Bepu, B caMoM
aene, CTydar».

— Cron! — ckazai oH cebe. — [Ipuuem 31ech nBepu!?

Tak MoxHO ObUTO 10WTH 10 abcypaa. Kakas pasHuiia, cryyar y TeOs qBepH Wiv HeT? YBakaeT
Te0s1 cocesl WM He yBaxaeT?.. ECTh 3aKOH, COMIaCHO KOTOPOMY TOC/Ie OIMHHA/IIIATH Beuepa B JOMe
JO/KHA coOmonarhest ThivHa. U Toukal.. Bee octasibHOE HUKOTO HE BOJIHYET.

«JlagHo, K 3TOMY pa3roBopy MHI ere BepHeMmcsl... He ceifuac, HO 00s3aTesIbHO BEpHEMCS».

OH HakpbUICA NOAYIIKOW U 32)KMYPHII TJ1a3a.
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I'naBa 4

[Mpocna 1o obena, EpMakoB mopHsuICs coBepiieHHO pa3OuThIM. Bonena ronosa, B pykax u
HOTrax — cJ1aboCTh; HACTPOEHHUE Toke ObLIO Tak cede... Ho enBa oH BCIOMHIII O CBOEW HOBOM 3HAKO-
MOM — Cpa3y BCe NEPEMEHUIIOCh.

— Jlio6ur, He moowuT. .. JIloOuT, He MOOHT. .. — BeIyX MoBTOPsiT Erop, oOpeiBas jienecTku 1se-
TYILETO Ha OJOKOHHUKE KakTyca. OCTaHOBMBIIMCH Ha «JIIOOUT», PAJIOCTHO YJBIOHYIICSI.

KoHeuHo, B riryOMHe AylM ero Tep3aji COMHEHUS — YK CJIMIIKOM MPOCTO Bee Bbixoauiio. Ho
C APYTOil CTOPOHBI, KTO CKa3aJl, YTo 4yzec He ObiBaeT?

OH pacrnipaBus Oymaxky ¢ HomepoM ee TesieoHa. Coyeranue LUdp NOXOIUIO HA MUCTHYE-
CKHH KOJI, HaOpaB KOTOPBIA, MOXXHO OBUIO OTKPBITh 3aBETHYIO IBEPb K CUACTHIO.

«Ecnm Obl 51 eil He HpaBwJIcs, — ogyman Erop, — oHa Bpsiz i Obl OCTaBIIA CBOM TeneoH. A
pa3 Tak — IOXOXE, y MEHS €CTh IIAHC. ..»

EpmakoB nipeacraBui ce0st psioM ¢ Heid... OHM Obl HEIIOXO CMOTPEJTHCH !

«MHTepecHo, K10 y Hee poputenn? [loxoxke, OHa M3 XOPOILEN CEMbU».

IononeunyB k cede Tenedon, Erop HaOpan Homep. Tlociblanich KOPOTKUE MPEPHIBUCTHIE
TYIKH.

«3ansTo. ['oBopuT, BUTHO, C KeM-TO... MoxeT, ¢ noapyroi? Kakoil y HUX TIOOOMBITHBINA KOH-
TpacT: ofiHa — OeNieHbKast, Ipyras — YepHeHbKasi. .. Kak Mbl ¢ Heil — Ha «Thl» WM Ha «Bbl»? CKa3arh:
«3npascrByiiTe, Kanna!» wm «3apascTByid!» Hert, ciauikom pamMuiibspHO. .. 3a4eM CHemmTh ?»

OH cHoBa HaOpaJs ee HoMep. MATKUi KEeHCKUI roJI0C MPOU3HEC:

— Auno.

«Martb», — noragaincs Erop v kak MOXHO Jmo0e3Hee cKa3a:

— 3ppascrByiTe. ZKaHHy MOKHO?

— Her 3zech Takoii, — oTBeTMIIa KeHIMHA. — Bbl O1mommcs.

«CrpanHo, — nogyman EpmakoB. — Uro x 310 51?7 HenpaBuiibHO HOMep HaOpas?»

OH nonoxui nepes codoir OyMaXHBIHA JIMCTOK M, TIIATEIBHO CBepsisl IM(pBHL, elie pa3 mpo-
11eJICs yKa3aTeIbHbIM NAJIbLEM 10 KHOIKAM.

— AJJT0, — OTKJIMKHYJICSI TPEKHUM TOJI0C.

— UzBunute, — pacrepsauHo npousHec Erop. — Kaxercs, g ondre He Tyga. .. 9T0 HOMeEp. ..

OH HazBas LUQPHL.

— Jla, — monTBepAMIIa XKeHIIMHa, — Bce BepHO. .. Ho Hukakoit JKaHHbI 31€ch He ObUIO U HeT.

EpMakoB npurHyJics, Kak oT ygapa, A 3aKpbll JIAJOHAMH JIALO.

«3auem oHa Tak!.. 3auem!7»

Bogcio OymieBana BecHa. BimoOrieHHBIE Taphl TYJSUIM 10 TOPOAY, LIEJIOBAIUCH HA COTHEYHbIX
YJIUIIAX, CMESUTUCH M PAIOBAIUCH BOCKpecHoMY AHI0. A Erop crpagan ot oguHovecTtBa. .. OH Opomut
HEMPUKASIHHO U MYYMJICSI OTTOTO, YTO HE C KeM ObLJIO MOAETUTHCS HEKHOCTBIO U TEIIOM. DTO ObLIO
IIOXOE Ha JKakay, YTOJIUTb KOTOPYIO MOT TOJIBKO APYrou uesioBek. M ocozHaHue TOro, 4To NosiBIeHNUE
TaKOro YeJIoBeKa MPsSMO Celuac, CUI0 MUHYTY, HEBO3MOKHO, JIeNIaJio ee elle 0oJiee HeCTEPIMMOI.

Uro ocraBasiocs? [loiitu k npoctutrytkam?.. Ho Erop uckimouan ato ajis ceds. Bo-nepBbix,
He OBbLIO JICHEeT; a BO-BTOPBIX, MPOJaKHAS JTIOOOBb MpeTuiia eMy. 1 coBceM He MOToMy, 4TO OH ObLT
TaKUM Yk OmoctuTesieM HpaBoB. ITpocTo 000Bb 3a IeHbr'M Ka3anack eMy yHu3uTenbHoi. Kak Oyaro
ThI HACTOJIbKO HUYTOEH, YTO JIIOOUTDH TeOs1 MOKHO JIMIIIb B KAUECTBE OO/DKEHUS. .. Pa3Be cpaBHUIIb
3TO C TeM, KOT/ia KEHIIMHA JapuT ce0si 0ECKOPBICTHO?

EpMakoB ropbKo YCMEXHYJICS — CIIMIIKOM CBEKH OblIM BocrioMUHaHUs. Kak oHM ¢ SIHOM. ..

OH B3[IpOrHyJ1 OT BHE3aITHON OOu.

«Her-ner! /I He xouy nymarb o Hent! XBarur!»
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Ha nyme y Eropa tBopuiock 6or 3HaeT yro. OH BceMu CHJIaMU CTapajicsl 3a0biTh SHY, HO
IIPOTHB €0 BOJIM OHA CHOBA M CHOBA BO3HUKAJIA NIepe]l HUM.

INoka EpMakoB HaXoawWIICs O BIEYATIEHHEM CBOEr0 HOBOTO 3HAKOMCTBA, OBUIO BpOJE Tep-
numo. [Tokazanock gaxe, 4To MOpBaTh € HEM HE COCTABUT Tpyaa. OHAKO MOCIIE TOro KaK paccesiiuch
WUTIO3UH, CTaJIO SICHO, YTO BCE HE Tak Ipocto... OHu Beap ¢ SHoi He ccopmuck. U popmanibHOTO
MOBOZIA [UISl pa3phlBa OTHOIIEHUI HEe MMENOCh. XOTsS KaK pa3 3Ta HEONpPeIeeHHOCTh U Oblla XyXKe
Bcero. Eciu Ol OHa MpsIMO cKazasia, YTo He X04eT OOJIbIIIe BCTpeyarhesi, eMy ObLIo Obl jlerde. A Tax. ..

Erop Gponui no ynuiam, TOCKOBJI U He 3HaJI, Kyaa noaatbest. CoHeuHasi BECEHHSIs TOroaa
MPUBOJMIIA B YHBIHUE.

HesameTHo 1151 ces1 OH OKa3asicsi Bo3jie BUHHOTro MarasuHa. He pasmymsiBasi, Borest. .. M moka
BBIOVpasT OyTHUIKY BMHA, HEOKUIAHHO TIOHSUI, C KeM ee pasomnbeT. JleHouka!.. BoT KTo momoxer emy
3a0BITh BCE HEB3TO/IBI.

EpmakoB mo3BoHmI eii u3 Onmkarinero tenedoHa-apromara. OHa Obl1a JoMa ojHa. [ToroBopus
napy MUHYT, OH 03 Tpy/Ja HalpoCHJICs B TOCTH.

— [Ipoxonu, — ckazana JleHouka, npoTsAruBasi emy nuienaHipl. — TOJIbKO He myraics, y MeHs
OecropsiJIoK.

Omna npoBoauiia ero B koMHary. EpMakoB ocTan U3 nakera BUHO, ChIp M KoJdacy.

— O#i, Kak xoporo! — oOpanoBanack JleHouka. — A To s gymana: yem TeOs yromars?.. Ceityac
HOX MPUHECY U TapeJIKHU.

CXonMB Ha KyXHIO, OHA BEPHYJIaCh C MOCYJIOMN.

— A rae tBom? — nmouHTepecoBaicss Erop, oTkynopuast Oy ThUIKY.

— Y B mMope. .. 4 ke Tebe roBopuiia. Tak 4To Tenepsp MoKa ofHa.

DHEepruyHo Hape3as cblp, JIeHouka ckjIoHWIack Hal crojoM. [lox cunHuM (raHeneBbIM Xasa-
TOM, B TaKT JBMKEHHSIM, KOJIbIXaJIach MbIIHAsS 6echopmenHasi Tpyab. KoHell Kymaka, oOTsaruBaio-
M TIOJIOTUH KUBOT, YMPKAJ 1O CKaTepTy, EpMakoB moiiMast cest Ha TOM, YTO HEBOJILHO CPaBHU-
BaeT ee ¢ SIHoW.

«Hano cpodHo BHINUTH! — HEPBHO NoAyMal oH. — MHaue. ..»

PaznuB no Gokanam BuHO, Erop nepeman oauH U3 HUX XO3siiKe. TeMHO-KpAaCcHBI HAITUTOK
WCKPUJICS HA COJIHIIE.

— 3a 4ro npem?

— 3a MWIBIX JKEHIIUH.

Jlenouka cunena psgoM. JJocTaTouHO ObLIIO IPOTSHYTH PYKY, 4TOOBl OOHATH ee. Ho Epmakos
He criemmt. .. TouHee, He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0sl cIenaTh 3TO.

Uro xe memrano emy? Bemb ¢ TOUKM 3peHHMS MYKCKOUM (pu3HONOry Bce OBUIO TPEAeTbHO
npocto. Ecim Henemo-apyryio moOsITh OMHOMY, a ITOTOM BBHIIUTh CTAKAH BUHA — MOKHO TIepecarh
MpakTHUecku ¢ moboi. He3aBucuMo oT BHemHMX JaHHBIX. M OH, Kak T000W 310pOBBIA MYXUK,
YyBCTBOBAJ 3Ty notpedHocTh. Ho ayma!.. OHa mpoTuBHIIachk, He XOTesa MOAYMHSITHCS AUKTATY U3r0-
JIOJABILIErOCs TeJa.

«Ecmm 6b1 MBI XOTh He padoTtany BMecTe. .. [lepecnany — U pa3onuUCh. A Tak BeIb MPUAETCS
BCE BpeMsi ObITh C HEW PSIOM».

Erop npeacrasun, kak JleHouka OyneT 3aXoAuTh B €r0 KaOMHET, MOAOTY CHAETh HAaIlPOTHUB.
[Tpupertcs ¢ Heii 0 YeM-TO TOBOPUTD, YIIBIOATHCS. .. Bee cpady moiMyT B 4eM JIeJ1o, CTaHYT CIUIETHU-
Yyarh Y HEro 3a CIIMHOM.

«bBbu1a 661 OHAa MOJIOfIAa ¥ KpackBa — TOT/A JIAJHO. A TO Beflb CO CThIJIa CTOPHIID. .. M 3auem s
BOOOIIIE CIoa TIPUTIEPCs?»

— Boimbem? — JleHouKa nonoBUHYNACh K HeMy. — BUHO Takoe xopottee. . .

EpmakoB HatsiHyTO yabIOHY . EMy 3axoTesnock Bctath 1 yiiTu. Ho BMecTo 3T0Oro oH npeaJio-
KU

— Ha 6pynepmagr!
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JleHouka 0x0THO coracuiack. [leperners: pyku, OHU OCYIIMINA OOKAJTIBI.

«Yro s nenaro!.. 3auem? — yxacHyscsi Erop, 1ie1ys ee B IpUOTKPBITHIE MTyXJble TyObl. — Benpb
TeTepb BCE MOCTBI COXIKEHbD».

OH x0Tes NOBepHYThCS K CTONy, HO JIeHouka He mycTuiia. CripsiTaB JIMIIO Y HETO Ha IPYH, OHa
THXO MPOU3HECNa:

— 41 Tebe HpaBIOCH?

— Koneuno! — kuBnyn Epmakos.

A 4TO OH elie MOr cKa3arhb?..

CorHIle yxoauyo 3a TOpU30HT. B y3koM mpoemMe oKHa BUIHENICS Kycouek BeuepHero Heba. [1o
Hemy OeCIITyMHO YepTHJI TOHKYIO OeJTyo JIMHUIO CaMOJIeT.

Jlenouka nonHsIack ¢ AMBaHa, 3aepHysa mwrtopsl, Cpa3dy crayio TeMHo... [lomapus B mkady,
OHa JIOCTaJIa ME/IHBII TIOICBEYHUK U, YUPKHYB CIIMYKOH, 3aTEIUINIa CBEYYy.

— My3bIKy BKJIIOUUTD?

— Kak xouens. .. — noxasn mieyamu Erop.

OH uyBcTBOBaI ce0s1, CIOBHO Pa30PUBIIMIICS ApPUCTOKPAT B JIABKE CTapbeBINUKa. Elrle HemaBHO
y Hero OblIa Jydiasi B MUpe KeHIITUHA — MOJIofiasi, KpacuBasi, CTpoiHasi... A ceiiyac?

[enknyB K1aBumiel, JleHouka BKJIIOUMIA MArHUTO(OH.

— Iocroii. .. Thl e TroBOpHUIIa, 9TO OH y TeOsI CIOMaH.

— Vxe mounnwia. Cama... — JleHouka paccmesinack. — Ilyuay... IIpocto Hy)eH ObUT MOBO/.
OHna npoBeJia JIaJIOHBIO TI0 €O IIeKe.

— I'naneHbkuii.

— HenaBHo noGpuiics.

— A g mo0mo HeOpUTHIX MyX4KH. V1 He BBIHOIITY 3amax OfEKOJIOHA.

«Hapmo xe, — ycmexHyscs mpo ceds Epmakos. — He yrogui!»

Hanug erie BuHa, OH MPOTSIHYJT e 60Kasl. X0TeloCh MOCKOpee 3a0bIThCS, Oy TUTH MbsHSAIILYIO
nerkoctb. Ho xmenb He Opau. ..

Jlenouka 60k 0 OOK Bocceiasa Ha AMBaHe, a Erop TIeTHo meltajics ¥ He Mor MpoOyAuTh B cede
XOTh KaKk#e-To 4yBcTBa. He ObUIO B HEll HUYEro, YTo 3aCTaBUJIO OBl JPOTHYTH CEpALIE.

[Tay3a 3araruBanace.

— Xouelsp, ¢ororpaduu Mokaxy? — cripocuiia oOHa.

— Xouy.

PackpbiB Ha nIepBOM CTpaHUIle TOJICTHIN anbOOM, JIeHOUKa pUHSIACh HE Criena MepesuCThI-
BaTb €ro, MOMYTHO KOMMEHTUPYsI KaXKIblii CHUMOK.

EpmakoB tepniennBo cmoTtpei. .. Bee 31o yraerano. Ocod6eHHO — He0OX0AUMOCTh H300pakaTh
u3 ce0s ee MOKJIOHHUKA. Bellb OHa eMy HU Karuid He HpaBHUJIACh.

«He cruiikom m toporasi 1ieHa 3a nsiTh MUHYT COMHUTEITBHOTO YIOBOJIbCTBUS 7>

HocmotpeB ¢ororpaduu, Erop nmonoxun anp6om Ha cton. [Totom mpuoOHsn JleHouky 3a
TUIEY U TIo1esIoBasl B ryObl. OHa OTBETHIIA TIOIIETyeM Ha TMOLeNTyH.

PazneBas ee, EpmakoB ¢ TpeBoroi mpuciymmsaics K cede. Bug oOHaxeHHOro Tesa He Oyau
B HEM HUKAKHUX KeJaHU. DTO HEMPUSITHO YAUBUJIO — BEIb MIOUTH MECSAIL Y HErO He ObUIO KESHIIMHBI.

Yem 6omnbiie Erop memoBait JIeHoUKy, yeM Kpermde OOHUMAN ee MMPOKOe MATKOE Teslo, TeM
OTYET/IMBEE OIIYIIaT KAKOW-TO HEBUVMBIN Oapbep, MPeoaosIeTh KOTOPbIN ObLIO HEBO3ZMOXHO.

«YTo co MHOI? — pa3MBbIIUIST OH, OECCUIIBHO OTKMHYBIIMCh Ha cnivHy. — C fIHOM HuKoraa
TAKOTO HE CIy4asiochk. JJoCTaTOYHO OBLIO JIErKOro MOIENysl, OQHOTO HEXKHOTO NMPUKOCHOBEHMS. A
3aech?.. [lyma cioBHO 3a0Miach Kyaa-To, IPUTUXJIA U Chekuack. HaBepHoe, Bce-Taku CyIecTByeT
COBMECTUMOCTb Ouonosieid. Mnu yero tam erre. .. »

Brpyr on ycnbiman cmex. [TpukpbIB poT 1agoHb0, JIeHOUKa TaBUIach OT XOXOTa.

— Yero cmeenibcs?
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— Ilotomy uTO cMelHO... — oTBeTMIIA OHA. — IIpescTaBisens, eciau s pacckaxy, Kakod Thl B
nocrenu?

«Hy u cyka!» — nogymai Erop.

B 3Ty MuHYTY XU3Hb NpeAcTaBUIach 3bI0KMM TPSICUHHBIM OosioToM. Kyna Hu cTynu — Bciogy
3eMJIs1 YXOAMUT U3-TI0[] HOT.

EpmakoB xoten ckazarh eil 4To-HuOynb pe3koe. UTo HHKakasi oHa He JIeHouKa, a IaBHO yxe
Enena BrnagumupoBHa; 4To TiIynasi oHa, 371as M Tojictass 0ada; 4To TOJNBKO CyMAaCHISIIINI MOKET
MOCJIe TaKOW JeBYINKHU, Kak fHa, skenats Omm3ocTH ¢ Held... Ho Huuero 3toro oH He ckasan. Jlunib
YJIBIOHYJICSI BAHOBATO. .. B KOHEUHOM cueTe — caM Bce 3aTesiy1. Tak uTo U 0OMXKaThCsl He Ha KOTO.

BosBpariascek 10Moii IO TEMHBIM BEYEpHUM YyiuaM, Erop BCHOMHWII CTUXY BOCTOYHOTO MY/I-

pera.

«Yrto 6 MyIpo KU3Hb POXKUTD,

3HATh HAJIOOHO HEMAJIO.

JIBa BaskHBIX [TPaBHUJIa 3aIIOMHH JIJTs1 HaYaJIa:

ThI JTydliie rooai, YemM 4o MoMajo ecTb.

W nyuiie 6yab ofuH, YeM BMeCTe C KEM IOMaio»
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I'naBa 5

EpmMakoB pemmi HaBecTH MOPSAOK HA JIECTHUYHOM muioaake. OH moamen mon M, HaOpaB
BO/IbI, TPUHSUICS BJIAXKHOW TPATIKON OOTUpATh IIepIaBble OETOHHBIE CTYIICHU. .. 3a 9TUM 3aHITHEM
u 3acrana ero cocenika Mapusi CemeHOBHa.

— Erop! — ynuBunace oHa. — Thl yero c yrpa nopasbiiie?

— Ha Bort... Hamo, nymaio, MmoMbITh. .. A TO Bedb Ipsi3b. ..

— Otkyna xe rpssb? [TozaBuepa Tonbko Jliocst youpanace.

— JIroca? N3 mecTeaecAT OeBATOU, UTO JU?

— 3auem!.. Jliocsa — Hamt ABopHUK. OHA KaXIyl0 HEAENo JIECTHUILY TIOAMETaeT, U ABa pa3a B
MECSII — MOET.

— A g 1 He 3Hal...

— Tax TbI B 3TO BpeMsi Ha padoTe.

— Yero paau s Torna My4aoch?

— Bort u g gymaio: kakas Myxa Te0st ykycua?

Erop onyctui Tpsrnky B Beapo U, yCMEXHYBIIUCh, OTBETI:

— Cocen.

—Yro?

— T'oBopwurt, 6yATO OAMH OH TOJIBKO JIECTHUITY MOET. BOT 51 1 pemmi noyyacrBoBarb. A TO Kak-
TO HEYIOOHO.

— 310 Opa, yro ;m?

— He 3Hato, Kak ero 30ByT.

— Bonryn! Bunena kak-to pa3 ¢ TpAmnkoit. biaaxs 310 Bee, BOT uTo... [Ilubanyno B Mo3ru —
MOTOM TIPOIILIO.

— A s yX XOTeJ JekKypCTBO TO TUIOIIAIKe OPraHu30BaTh. YTOOB MBITh 110 odepeu. .. OH ele
OOMXKAJICsA, YTO HUKTO KPOME HErO MeperopeBIve JAMIIOYKH He MEHSIET.

— Haxan! Cama ckonpko pa3 HOBble BKpyuuBaia. M [leTpoBbl TOXeE. ..

— Ho g-To, neficTBUTEILHO, HU OJHON HE CMEHUIL.

— IMomymaemnis! DTUM KOMMYHAJIBIIUKY AOKHBI 3aHMMaThcsl. Keratu, Thl Obl, Erop, kak-
HUOY/Ib 3allie)l, HATIOMHWJI UM HacyeT MOTOJIKA. A TO Bellb OHU 1 3a0bITh MOT'YT.

— O6s3aTenbHO HaroMH! — oooerian Erop.

CKBO3b TYCTYIO JIMCTBY ITPOCBEYMBAJIO TMOTYICHHOE COJHIIE, BEcesble SIpKe OJMKU CIICTIVIIH
riasa... Erop Open 1o y3ko¥i mapkoBoi TpornuHKe. [ pycTHbie MbIcH ofoieBanu ero. OH pa3mblil-
JISUT 0 OPEHHOCTH YeJIOBEUECKMX YyBCTB, O TOM, UTO BCE HEM30EKHO NMPOXOAuT. M ObLIO TOPBKO OT
TOTO, YTO JTIOOOBb PACITYCKAETCS U KMBET, TIONOOHO STUM JIUCTHSIM Ha JIEPEBbSIX, @ TOTOM HEU30EKHO
ruOHerT. .. Benien 3a ietoM Beeryia HactymnaeT oceHb. Huuero He nopiernaentis ¢ 3tuM. Y B OTHOIIEHU X
MEX/1y JIIOIBMU — TOXE. .. V1 JIIomu cOpachiBalOT MPEKHION JIIOOOBb, KaK JIepeBO cOpachBaeT 0OBET-
IIABIIIUE JIUCThSI, C JIETKOCTHIO 3a0bIBasi MUHYBIIIEE, YTOOBI [IOTOM, KOT/Ia MIPUIET BpeMs, TIOJIIOOUTh
CHOBA...

«Ho s He Takoi, kak Bce! JIOMKHO OBITH S U3 TIOPOIBI «BeUHO3eIeHbIX». Crila Moel JIloOBU
HenojBiacTHa Bpemenu! f mory moouts BeuHo!.. TONbKO KOMY 3TO HYXKHO?»

EpmMakoB ornyTui, Kak 3acTydajia KpoBb B BUCKaX, U HEBOJIBHO YCKOPHJI I1IAT.

«EcTp 1111 rie-HuOyIb Ha 3eMJle KeHIIMHA, CIIOCOOHAasi YyBCTBOBATh TaK ke, Kak 1?7 YMewras
JMOOUTB TakK ke MPeIaHHO U TaK ke 0e3yMHO?»

KoneuHo, oH moHHMMas, YTO BCEe 9TH METaHWs — BCEro JIMIIb arOHMs MOMaBIIeld B JIOBYIIKY
*epTBbl. [Toka OH OKOHYATEIbHO He paccTaHeTcsl ¢ SIHOM, HUKTO JPYroil He CMOKET 3aHSTh B IyIIIe ee
MecTto. EpMakoB ciminkom xoporo 3Haj ceds. . . [171s1 Toro, 9toObl CHOBA BIIOOUTHCS, HA/IO0 OBLTH 000-
PBaTh 3TH «BEYHO3EJICHBIE JINCThsI» TIPEKXHEN JIIOOBH, C)KeUb UX B OTHE OECCOHHBIX HOUEH, U TOJIbKO
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MIOTOM, KOT/Ia BCE CTOPHT JIOT/Ia U TeTesl OCTBIHET, MOKHO OyJeT Ha/lesiThCsl Ha HOBYIO BCTpeuy. .. Ho
9TO Tak 60bHO! JIeHb 32 JHEM BBIKUTATh €€ U3 TPy/Au, pBaTh Mo kuBoMy! M 3Ta nbITKa HEe HA MeCHIl,
Y HE Ha JIBa...

«[ocnogn, kKax s ycraist oT 3Tux oOpeTeHuid ¥ notepb! Kaxapii pa3 oqHO U TO *ke...»

Hukorpa ernie 3a BCio cBOIO xk13Hb EpMakoB HUKOTo He pa3moou rnepsbiM. OH MPOCTO He 3HaJ,
Kak 3710 fenaercs. .. Ecu Erop roBopu kenmmne «JI1o0:mo!» — To Bee Apyrue nepectaBaiv 1j1sl Hero
cymectBoBaTh. OH GOroTBOPUII CBOIO M30PaHHMILY, OHA CTAHOBHJIACH IIEHTPOM BCeleHHOU. EMy ObL1O
COBEPIIIEHHO HETOHSATHO, KaK MOXKHO, JII00s1 OIHY — yBJIeubcst Apyrou. I1ycTb gaxe camoi-caMoi. . .
ITO UCKITIOYAJIOCh, M HE 110 KAKUM-TO TaM HPaBCTBEHHBIM cooOpaxeHusiM. [Ipocto Tak Oblia ycTpo-
eHa ero ayma. .. Kazanock Obl — xuBH 1 paayiics! Ho, yBbl, Hen30e:KHO KOHUAIOCh OJJHUM: CHavasa
MIPOCKAJIb3bIBAJT XOJIOIOK OTUY:KAEHHUSI, 3aTeM YyTpaunuBajach UCKPEHHOCTh OTHOIIEHHIA, TIOTOM TPH-
xoauia 0omb... CTpagasi ¥ My4Yasich, JTIOOOBb UCTEKasa CJIe3aMH, KaK KPOBbIO, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
norn6ana. A oH, YTOOBI CIIACTUCH OT TOCKHU — IyCKaJcsl BO Bee TshKKME. .. Ho uto emy ocraBasiocs?

Erop 3amernni, 4to MIET yXe BIOJIb LHIYMHOH ymuibl. MuMo ¢ (pbIpKaHbeM MPOHOCHJIHCH
MAIlIMHBI, CHOBAJIM TyJa-CloJia MMPOXOKHUE, Ha YTy, BO3JIE IIKOJIbI, TOMOHWIIU JIeTH. .. EpMakoB nop-
HSJT TOJIOBY M OCTAaHOBHJICSL.

«Hano *xe!.. A Begb coBceM He xoTes uITH cioga. Horu camu npusesnm»

Erop crosin mepen BXomoM B yHUBEpMar, riae padortana flHa, ¥ He 3HaJI, 4To Aenarh. [Ipoitu
mumo?.. Het, 310 66110 BbIIE ero cuil. OH CIUIIKOM AaBHO ee He BUJIEI.

[NomxuMasich Mo crymneHpkam, EpMakoB omryTui BHe3amHoe OecriokoWcTBO. OT BOJHEHUS Y
HETO0 3aKPYKIJIach rooBa « 51 crokoeH. §1 COBEpIIIEHHO CIIOKOEH», — BHYILIA OH ce0e, MBITasiCh YHSTh
HEPBHYIO JIPOKb.

MmenHo 31ech, B 9TOM MarasuHe, JBa Tojia Ha3aJl BCe W HAyalloch... Erop wacro 3axommi
ciofa, YToOBI CHIeIaTh Koe-Kakue MOKyNnKu. OQHaXAbI, TPOTYJINBAasCh MO 9Taxam, 0OpaTiil BHUMaHKe
Ha MOJIOIGHBKYIO CTPOMHYIO JIEBYILKY, TOpProBasilyio napgiomepueil. Yto oH torga Kynui y Hee?
Kaxercs, TyanetHyio Bony. .. [la, TO4YHO — MajleHbKUI CUHMIA (PIIaKOH B M3yMpyIHOM KopoOke. [Toka
OHa JI0CcTaBajia MOKYIIKY C BepXHel noyku, EpMakoB ycrien, Kak ciefyer ee paccMoTpeTb. JeByika,
0e3 COMHEeHUsl, YyBCTBOBAJIA CITMHOW M3yYalolid B3MJIs, HO, KaK OyITO HAPOYHO, HE TOPOIMIIACh.
[omon KOPOTKOTO TIAThS, MPUITIOAHSBIINCH BCIIE] 32 PYKOM, OTKPBUI B30pY IIaJKMe pOBHBIE Oe/ipa,
OOTsIHYThIe KOJITOTKaMH TEJIECHOTO IIBeTa. BhijIo Ha YTO mocMOTpeTh. .. OHAKO 3aTIOMHUIIUCH eMy
HE KpacHBble HOTH MPOJIABIIUIIBL, a TO, KAK OHA JBHUIajiach. B Kaxaom xecTe, B KaXJOM JIBUKCHUH
OIIYIIAJTMCH TaKask HE)KHOCTh M TEIUIOTA, YTO Ka3aJIoCh, OyATO IeBYyIIKa IIaJuT Bo3ayX... Ha ciemy-
IOIIUIA JIeHb OH TIPUIIIE]T BHOBb U OMATH Ky TOUYHO TAaKylo ke TyaJeTHylo Bomy. [leByika, y3HaB
ero, MIJIO YJIBIOHYJIAack. .. [Torom EpMakoB MosBIIsiics 371€Ch ellie U ellle, BCAKUH pa3 MOoKyIas Kakyko-
HUOYb MeJoub. Tak MOCTeNeHHO OHU MO3HAKOMIUIMCh. A KaKOe-TO BpeMsl CITyCTsI — CTaJld BCTpe-
yarthes. .. SIHa KWia OHA, B JBYXKOMHATHOW MaslorabapuTHOW KBapTupe. Pogurenu ee 6bu1n gajexo,
Ha ceBepe, rae nama — opuIep BOEHHO-MOPCKOTo (hyiota — Mpoxoqui ciyxOy. Ilepea cBonm npu-
e310M crofa SIHa ycrnesna 3aKOHYUTh KOpaOlecTpOUTeNbHBIN MHCTUTYT. .. [ToHauasry OHM BUAEIUCH
YacTo: TYJISUIM, 3arOpaid Ha IUISKE, XOOUJIH 110 My3esIM, BhICTABKaM M KMHO. VIHOTIa 3ariispBaim
B Ka(pe ¥ Mogonry cuiaenar 3a OOKaJaoM BUHA WM YalIKoi Kode... VM Obun ele Beuepa, MONHbIE
HeoOy3naHHo# cTpactu. CIUIeTsICh TeJlaMy, TOMHOTY YacOB MOAPSL HE Pa3MbIKAIM OHU KaIHBIX 00b-
atuil. Herccsikaemble JTaCKU JOBOAMIIM MX JI0 UccTyIuieHus. Kazasnocs, eme HEeMHOTo — ¥ OHU ITOruo-
HYT, HE B CHJIAX OCTQHOBUTHCSA. .. [I0TOM OHU JIeKaJIl PAIOM, IPUXOAS B ceOs1, TIOKa HOBBINA MOPHIB
CTpacTu He Opocall UX HABCTpedy APYT Apyry... 3amedaresbHasi Oblia BecHa. BriepBble 3a HECKOJIBKO
ner EpMakoB CHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJI PaAOCTh KU3HU. [IpOChINasch, OH yabIOaICsl OTTOTO, YTO MBITAJICS
¥ HE MOT BOCKPECHUTH B JyIlIe Ty TATOCTHYIO 0OJIb, KOTOpAsi He OTIYCKasa ero pasbine. Kazamoch,
Teriepb Beeraa OyaeT Tak. .. Ho Thxo 1 He3aMeTHO Bce Kyia-To YIUIO.

— A d4r0, JlykomeukrHa cerofiHsi He padoTaeT? — CIPOCHII OH Y MOTHON YePHOBOJIOCOM keH-
IIUHBI, CTOSIBILIEN B Map(IOMEPHON CEKIIMU BMECTO SIHBI.
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— Pa6oraer... Ho B agpyrom otaerne... [kenbio TOpryer.

Erop ormpaBuics, Kyaa emy yKa3ajiu, 1 BCKOpe cpeiu OeJIo-TomyObIX Ba304eK, Yalleuek 1 Tape-
JIOYEK yBueln SHy.

— IIpuser! — 60mpo ckazan EpmakoB. — Kak toprosis?

Ona ynpIOHYIach U BCTaJIa HAIPOTHB, TIO Ty CTOPOHY MPHJIaBKA.

— ITnoxo... C yTpa TOJIBKO ABE YalllKU TpoJaa.

— INouemy mtoxo? MoskeT, Ha000poT, Xopomo? U BpeMs uJeT, i HUKTO He OSCIIOKOUT.

— a? A nensru... Y Hac Be/ib 3apIujiata OT BBIPYUKH 3aBUCHUT.

— HecnipaBepyuso.

— Hame HayasibCTBO, BUOMMO, CUMTAET MHAYE.

— Ho nuuero. .. Ceituac k Te6e MOKyIaTeau TOJINaMH IOBAJISAT.

— [TocmoTtpum.

— U1 cmorpets Heuero. .. BoH, yxe uayr.

[Toxwunas napa ocraHOBMIJIACh BO3JIe MpuiiaBka. PaccmarpuBas nocyny, MyKYMHA M 5KEHIIMHA
HErpOMKO IePeroBapuBaIUCh MeX Ty cOOOM. 113 0OphIBKOB pa3roBopa ObLIO SICHO, YTO OHU BHIOMPAIOT
KOMY-TO MOJApOK.

— JleBy1iika, OKaxuTe, MOXKaayicTa, Ba304Ky, — OMpPOCKIIa Aama.

EpmMakoB oTogBuHYJICS, yCTynast €l MecTo.

INoka *xeHmuHa BeIOMpaia nmogapok, Erop Hadmonan 3a fxoii. JIerkocTs U rpaliio3HOCTb JABU-
KEHUI BBI3BAIM Yy HErO MPUCTYN HEKHOCTH. 3aXOTEJIOCh YTKHYTHCS JIMLIOM B 3TU MSTKHUE pYChble
BOJIOCHI, OIIYTUTh MO/ JIAAOHSIMH YIPYTYI0 CBEKECTb TMOKOr0 MOJIOJOrO Tejla, IOYyBCTBOBATh Ha
rybax KapameJbHO-CJIaJIKH PUBKYC ee ry0... Ho oHa ka3anmach Takoi HedocTymHOW. Y He TOIBKO
pa3nensBIIMN UX MTPUIABOK ObUT TOMY BUHOM.

— BeimonHwiia mian Ha cerofgHs? — cripocui Erop, koraa nokynaresnau yiiiu.

— Elie HeT v NosoBUHBI, — B3JI0XHYJa SIHa.

OHM TrOBOPMIIM O KaKUX-TO MyCTsIKaX, a EpMakoB gymai TOJIBKO 00 OJHOM: CMOKET JI KOT/ia-
HUOYJb CHOBA C Hell BcTpeTuThesi? Ho cripocuth He pemasicst — 00suIcs YCTbIaTh BEXKIUBBIN OTKA3.

— Yro Thl Aenaels 3aBTpa’? — NOMHTepecoBaJics, HakoHell, Erop.

— Iloka He 3Hal0.

— ¢Ha... — oH 3amomyal, cobupaschk ¢ yxoM. — MoXer, 3aBTpa yBUAUMCS?

Lenyto BeYHOCTD JUTHIIach 9TA HeMas ray3a. Thicsuy pa3 MOKHO ObUIO BOCKPECHYTh U YMEPETh.

— 3aBTpa? — nepecnpocuia oHa. — BooOiie-To 51 XoTena JOMaITHUMU JIeJIaMH 3aHSIThCS.

EpmMakoB 1ouyBCTBOBaJI, YTO MTPOCTO HE MEPEKUBET, €CIIM OHA CKaxeT HeT. OH B3s1 ee pyKU B
CBOM, HE’KHO OOXBATMJI MTAJIbIIAMY TJIAIKME MTPOXJIAIHBIE JTaJ0HH.

— 51 cockyumcs no Tebe... OueHb-o4eHb. .. [laBail BCTpeTrMcsl.

— Xopol1o, — HeOkUAaHHO corylacuiack fIHa. — JlaBaii. . .

— A rne? — npocusin Erop. — YV menst unmu y te6s?

-V mens.

— $1 mo3BoHIO TeOe yTpoMm.

— JlagHo.

He Boinyckas ee pyk, EpmakoB cBetusics oT cuactbs... Eiie MuHyTy Ha3aj Ku3Hb BUIENAch B
YEepHOM IIBeTe. A ceffuac — Bce CHOBa ObUIO MTPEKPACHO.

ITo mymu xk nomy Erop 3arisaHyn Ha peiHOK. [loTonkaBmumce cpeay TOMMbI, OH Ky BEAPO
KapTOIIKK U OOJIBIIYIO CBSI3KY 3eJIeHH. UTOObI He MSTh U HE MaYKaTh €€ B OHOM MaKeTe C KAPTOIIKOM,
MOHEC B pyke. Ha BbIXOzIe CTOJIKHYJICS CO CTPAaXxOBBIM areHToM BacHHBIM.

— IMomoxu, — ckazan Tor EpmakoBy. — $1 6picTpo. .. TOMBKO TOMUIOPOB KYILTIO.

Erop ocranoBuJicst BO3JI€ IMyCTYIOIIETO CTOMA MO HaBecoM. UTOObI He OTTSTMBATh PYKY, IOCTa-
BIWJI MAKET C KapTOIIKOM Ha 3eMJII0, a YKPOII U 3€JIEHBIN JIYK pa3jioKul IPSIMO Ha CTOJIE.
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Mumo T0 1 1eno npoxonuiu moau. Iomtaneisas o croponaM, EpMakoB 3aMeTHI CBOIO MTOKU-
JIy1o coceaiky. JIaBupysi cpenu ToIb, cTapyIka Besja 3a COO0H IByXKOJIECHYIO TEJIEKKY C OKJIaKeH.

— Mapus CemeHoBHa! — OKJIMKHYJI OH €e.

— A-a, 310 TH, Erop? — y3Hana cocesika ¥ Kak-To CTPaHHO Ha HEro MoCMOTpeJa.

— Yero Hakynwiu?

— Iencwio monmyumna. Hano, mymaio, ce0st mopaioBath... A Thl Bce paboTaerb?

— Tpyxycs, Mapy CemeHHa, Tpykych!

— Tsxeno, HeOOCH, LEbIA JEHb HA HOrax?

— la s yx nipuBbIK. .. Yl moTom novemy 11enbiid iensb? 1o obesia s 0ObIYHO B Opuce CHKY.

— B oduce?.. A-a, norsaTHo... Tam, ctano ObITh? — OHa HeoMpe/IeieHHO KUBHYJIA KyJa-TO B
CTOPOHY ABYX3TaKHOW KHPIIUYHOHN MMOCTPOIKH, BIUIOTHYIO IPUMBIKABIIEN K KPBITOMY PBIHKY.

— Hy na, B Haiei konTtope. .. B cBoem kadunere.

— VY 1e04 1 KaOUHET OTHEILHBIA €CTh?

— KoneuHo.

Mapus CemeHOBHa OKHMHYJIA €ro IeMKMM HEeIOBEPUYMBBIM B3IJISIOM, OT KOToporo EpmakoBy
craJio He o cede. «Yero oHa Tak CMOTPUT?»

— W 4yt0? — nmouHTEpecoBasiach CTapymka, — Thl BOT TaK Ka/Iblil JeHb B KOCTIOMYUKE 1 pado-
Taelb?

— IIpuxoaures. .. DT0, MOKHO CKa3aTh, HAIIA CHICLIOAEKIA.

— W KTO e BaM Takylo Crierofexk 1y Bblaaet?

— HuKTO He BbIIaeT — caMu MOKyMaeM.

— A BO UTO MOMPOIIE OAEBATHCS HENb35?

— e He paspemaet. [0BOPHT, KIMEHT IOKEH ObITh B HAC YBEPEH.

— JlagHo, noway. .. CuactimBo 1opadoTaTs.

— Tak 51 yxe Ha cerogHs oTpadoTal.

— Buxky, Buxy... Monogen. Hauero nodru He oCTasnocs.

«He nonsin? — nogyman Erop, rmsaas eit Benea. — Yero He octanocs?.. O uem oHa?»

INocne pasroBopa ¢ coceqKOM MOSIBUJICSA KAKOW-TO HEMPUATHBIA 0cajoK. YTO-TO 371€Ch OBUIO
sIBHO He Tak. Ho 4to?.. 9TOro oH MoHsITh HE MOT.

EpmakoB nouckai B3risiioM BacrHa, HO TOro HUrze He ObLUIo.

«[omoxy ere Tpy MUHYTBI — U TIOWTY».

— Iouem? — ycnbiman Bapyr Erop.

— YT0? — yAMBIEHHO CIPOCHJI OH, PA3IJIs/AbIBAsI HEBBICOKOTO MOMSITOIO MYKHUYKA.

— Ilouem nyk, cripammsai?

EpmakoB Ha cexynmy onenmi? IToTom mocMoTpen Ha Jiekalylo psaoM 3ejieHb — U JI0 Hero
HayaJl JOXOIUTb CMBIC] CKa3aHHBIX CJIOB. .. M Kak TOJIBKO OH MOHSLI, MPBICHY OT CMeXa.

«Mmmot! Kpetun!.. OHa xe mogymasia, 4to s Ha pbIHKE JTyKOM Topryio! B 6enoii pyOarnke, ¢
rajactykom... Oii, He Mory!»

IMox Beuep EpmMakoB BhIIies MOCHIETh HA CKaMeeuke, Bo3Jie joma. [loroga Obia 3aMedaTesb-
Hasl, HACTpOeHue — Toxke. Jlerkue Terible CyMepKH OMYCKaJIUCh Ha TOPO]I.

Psyom cynauniin Mosopie MamMbl U3 COCEIHETo Noabe3a. B necounulie urpaiv ux MajieHbKue
netu. C BeiepkaMu U COBKaAMU, MAJIBIIIM YTO-TO CTapaTesIbHO JISTIIN U3 TIECKa.

Ha npyrux ckameiikax Toxe OTABIXAIH JIIOAW... B BO3myxe meperuieTaaich oOpbiBKYU (pa3s,
BecesIblil IEBUYMIA CMeX, 3BOHKME KPHUKH TAallaHOB, TOHSIIONIMX MsY BO ABope. Bce 310 co3maBaiio
ocoOeHHy0 aTMOcdepy JOMAITHero yIoTa, TOKOs U Terlia.

Erop Hacnaxpaancst TUM TUXUM BECEHHUM BEYEPOM U C PAJOCThIO JyMaJ O IPECTOSIIEM JTHE.

BueszanHo Bee nepeMeHUIIOCh. .. OH oIy THIT HesiCHOe OeCcrioKOMCTBO. JKM3HB BO IBOPE CJIOBHO
3amepiia. [IoToM co Bcex CTOPOH MOCTIBIIIAIMCH TPEBOKHBIE KPUKU:
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— Onenbka! Murs!.. Beictpo ciona!

— Cepexa! berom nomoii!

— Ma-akcu-u-u-um!

B riiyoune nsopa EpmakoB yBuzen aByx orpoMHbix cooak. COHHOM MOCTYIBI0 OHU MEIEHHO
MPUOTMKAIUCH K OITyCTeBIeH necounuiie. KopoTkas qpiMuarasi mepcTh JJOCHIIACH U B TAKT JABUXKe-
HUIO, BOJTHAMHU TEPEKAThIBAIACH OT 3arpUBKa K XBOCTY. DTO ObLIM MacTU(bI. .. CUIIbHBIE 1 37T00HBIE
3Bepu OOMIIOBCKOM MOPOJIbI, U3BECTHBIE KAK «COOAKU-TIIAUATOPBI» .

— Bol nocMotpuTte, OHM O€3 HAMOPITHUKOB !

— Besobpazue!

— 3araaum Bech OBOP... C peOEHKOM He 3Haelllb, Kak BBIATH!

W Tyt mocnblmancs HETPOMKHMN JETCKHM IJ1a4. 3BYKM HUCXOOWIM CO CTOPOHBI MECOYHMIIBI.
OnuH 13 MasbIIen 3aurpacs 1 He ycries yoexaTb BMecTe co BceMu. Ternepb, B OKPYKEeHUH OrPOM-
HBIX COOaK, OH IJTAKaJT OT CTpaxa.

Erop npunonHsiics co ckaMeiku M cpasy ke pasmisiiesl TOpeMbIKy. MajleHbKUil MajbuiK B
OeJoli MaHaMKe, 3a0MBIIKCH B YTOJ MECOYHMIIBI, Pa3Ma3bIBaJI TIO IIEKaM cje3bl... MacTtudsl, moHa-
yaiy (prierMaTUYHO-CIIOKOMHbIE, IPUIILIM OT JIETCKOTO IyIavya B BO30ykaeHne. OHU MEeTaIiCh BOKPYT
MIECOYHMIIBI, TO MPUTIAJasl Ha TIepeJHUE JIalbl, TO BCKUIBIBASICH BBICOKO — CIIOBHO HCTIOJHSITH HEBe-
nombii Tarer]. Y ObUTO B 9TOM KMBOTHOM UTPE YTO-TO 3JIOBEIIEE.

[Nepenyrannbiii peOGEHOK BCe IJIaKal, a Ha IIOMOIIb K HEMYy HUKTO He crieniil. EpMakoB nmouys-
CTBOBAJI, YTO MOPA BMEIIAThCS. .. BHICTPBIM yBEPEHHBIM I1IaroM OH JIBUHYJICA K recounwuiie. Ho yem
Orke TOIXOAMI, TEM OCTOPOXKHEH CTaHOBUIJIACh ero noxosaka. He ckazatb, uytoObl Erop oueHs yx
6osuicst. OIHAKO HENMPUSATHBINA XOJNOAOK B IPYIN BCE-TaKU ObLI.

Korzaa on npubnusuiics, MacTudbl HACTOPOKEHHO 3aMepiu. Tsokelo, 3anaaeHHo JIbIa, COOaKH
CMOTpEJIM Ha HEr0 BHUMATEJIbHBIMA YMHBIMHU IJ1a3aMU. B HUX Tausicst BBI3OB, jKeJIaHME MOMEPSThCS
CWJIOH. A MOXKET, 3TO eMy TOJIbKO MOKa3aJoCh?

EpMakoB mpoTsiHy/T MJIBYMKY PYKY:

— He mnaup... OHu 1651 HE TPOHYT.

Mauteltin HeJOBEPUYMBO B3sUICS 3a nasiel]. Y HemoHATHO ObLI0, KOro OH OoJIbIle OOsICS — ero
WM 3THX YKACHBIX UYJOBHIIL?

BriBaJIMB mIMpOKKE pO30BbIE SA3BIKM, COOAKM ¢ MHTEpECOM HaOmogaiy 3a moasmu. M3 mpu-
OTKPHITHIX IMMPOKHX TMACTE C ITyMOM BBIPHIBAIOCH YacToe abixaHue. OauH u3 MactudoB odexan
BOKPYT TIECOYHHUIIBI ¥, TIPUMOJHSB JIally, OCTAaBMJI HAa J0OIIATOM OOpTHKE MeTKy. UTo, Mo coOaubim
MIOHSTHSIM, BUIMMO, TOJDKHO ObLIIO 03Ha4aTh: «Ele pa3 nopory neperiaenis — 6eperuch!»

[Nepenas pebenka oObsiBUBIIEicsa Mamaiiie, Erop BepHyscs k cBoeMy noabesay. OqHa U3 xeH-
IIMH OKJIMKHYJIA ero:

— V3BuHUTE, MOXHO BaC HA MUHYTKY ?

Epmakos nogomies.

— Bbl, cityyaiiHO, He Halll HOBBIY YYaCTKOBBIN?

— Her, — orBetun Erop.

— A MOXXHO Bac MonpocuTh?

— O uem?

— Bos Tam, BuguTe, X0351H 3TUX coOaK. Bo3ne kaueneii. .. [ToroBopusu Obl ¢ HUM ITO-MYKCKH.
HeBo3mo:xHO Besib ieTeli BO JBOP BBIITYCTUTb.

«Hy Bor, — mogyman EpmakoB. — TonbKo 0OIIECTBEHHBIX MOPYYEHHUI MHE HE XBaTaJIO».

Ho orka3zare He cMmor. ..

Hactpoen Erop 6611 MupOTIOOMBO 1 HE MOT MPETIONIOKHUTh, YTO €r0 3aMeYaHUe BHI3OBET TaKyI0
BCTIBIIIKY THEBA.

— Tw1 uto: npeacenarens nomkoma? [pencraBurens ZKIKa? Yero Tel MHE NpETEH3UM MPEAb-
SIBJISIENTh ! — OOpYIIWIICSA Ha Hero codaumnii Xo3ssuH. — OHU KOro-Huoyap ykycmmm? Crenun?
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—IMoka Her... Ho eciu vickasnieuar — otBeuarsb Oynere BHI. .. VI BooOiiie, 1yisl BHITy/Ia COOaK ecTh
MeCTO Ha mycThipe. BoH, 3a 1oporoi.

— Cnymaii, MyXuK, s He TIOUMY, 4ero Tol JoOuBaenibesa? Thl XOTh 3HACIIIb, YTO 3TO 3a coOaKu?
O[IMH IIEHOK CTOUT OOJIBIIE, YEM IISATh TAKUX, KaK ThI!

— IIporry Bac MHE He «ThIKaTh», — C TPYIOM CIAEPKUBASICh, ITpor3Hec Epmakos.

—Yero? A B pbLIO HE XOYelllb?

— 4 e nam B pouto! — B30opBasicst Erop. — Tak gam, 4To He yHecelb!

OrpomMHbIe 3BepOrnofo0HbIe MACTU(bI KPYTHIIUCH PSIIOM.

— Yyxoi1! — HEerpOMKO CKOMaH/I0BaJl XO35IMH.

Cobaky MrHOBEHHO TpeoOpaswimch. OCKaJIMB CTpaIlIHble MACTH, OHU MCTOPIJIM HYTPSHOM,
yXKacalolni peIK U CTad 00XonuTh EpMakoBa ¢ IByX CTOPOH.

— Banum otciona, roka 11es1! — mocoBeToBas UX BiaAeIell.

Erop nepesen nyx... Cepaiie 6unoch rae-to B ropiie. Pyku crierka aposxkanu. Kycas ot 6eccu-
st ryos1, EpMakoB oTcTymnut.

«Hwukorga storo He npomry! Hukorna!» — nmoknsuics Erop, mpoH3uB 00MIYMKa B3IJISAIOM.
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I'maBa 6

JI1060Bb. .. [ToHauany oHa roxoska Ha YUCThIN JucT. Korna Mex 1y BIOOMEHHBIMU HET HU CCOP,
HU 00M]I; KOT/Ia OHU ellle He TIPECHITIIIMCH U He YCTAJIM JIPYT OT JApYra; KOrja ryobl UX eIy T TOJIbKO
JIACKOBBIE CJIOBA, a IJ1a3a BUAAT JIMIIb JTOCTOMHCTBA U HE 3aMEvaloT HeJOCTAaTKOB... Ho y kaxmoro
YyBCTBa CBOM Bek. [Ipuxoaut BpeMsi 1 Ha OeJIoM JIKCTe MOSIBISIIOTCS TOUKU, IITPUXH, KIISIKCHI — CJIE/IbI
Pa3MOJIBOK, HEIIOHUMAaHHM 1, PEBHOCTH.

TH METKU HEJb3sl MOAYUCTUTh WM CTePETh, MOCTENEHHO X CTAaHOBUTCS Bee Oodblie. M BOT
yXke HeKorjia OeJIbli JIMCT MpeBpaliaeTcs B YepHbiid. JIoOOBb ymMupaer. . .

«Moxer ym ObiTh MHa4Ye? — ayman Erop mo pmopore k jgomy, rae xwia fHa. — Ectb
CUACTJIMBIIBI, CIIOCOOHBIE COXPAHSATh OTHOIIEHUsI B HEMTOPOUHOU urcToTe? M rudess JoOBH Hens-
OexHa”?»

BriepBble, niis Ha BcTpeuy ¢ SIHOM, OH UCTIBITBIBAJT KAKYI0-TO HEMOHATHYIO IPYCTh. DTO MEILAJIO
emy... Benb U3BECTHO — OKUIaHKE TTPa3IHUKA OOJIbIIIEe YeM Mpa3/IHUK.

Ha yriy nponaBanu netsl. EpMakoB nepecuntan ocraBivecs 1eHsri. Ha Tpu po3sl He xBa-
TaJIo, 1O JIBe — He JapAT... Kynutb onny? OH He 3HaJl, 4To Jiyulne: OyKeT IBO3JUK, TIONbIIAHbl WX
po3za? [Touemy-To Erop Bceraa papwit JJIOOMMBIM TOJIBKO PO3BI.

«[TrKOHCKasK MPUBBIYKA», — YCMEXHYJICSI OH TTPO ce0s1, OTHAKO TPAIUIIMU PV HE U3MEHSTh.

BhITAAHYB U3 yalllv NOAXOASAIINN IBETOK, OH MPOTSHYJI IEHBIU.

— OmmuHas po3a! — ogo0puIIa IIBETOYHUIIA €T0 BHIOOP.

UYem Onumke MOAXOIMII OH K STHMHOMY JIOMY, TeM paJOCTHEl CTAHOBUJIOCH Ha yiiie. Bce TemMHbie
MBICJIH KyJa-To ucye3nu. OcTajioch JIMIIb HECTEPITUMOE KeJJaHUEe TTOCKOPEE YBUIIETD €€.

[NogHsBIIMCH HA BTOPOM 3Tax, EpMakoB MO3BOHWII B JBEPb.

$IHa ObL1a B JIETKOM IIBETACTOM IUIAThe C OTKPBITHIMU IJIedaMu. TOHEHbKUE OpeTeNTbKY Mpu/ia-
BaJIM 9TOM OTKPHITOCTH OCOOEHHBII ITIapM.

— 3npaBcTBYH, — cka3an Erop, nporsrusast el ietok. OHa B3sij1a po3y U MOICTABUIIA T'YOBI
JUTS TIOLEJTYS.

Panocts nbsHSAIIEH BOTHOM ynapuiia B rosioBy. CTOMIIO TOJIBKO OOHSITHCS C Held, KaK MTHOBEHHO
Mporaji TOT Myramlui XOJ0A, YTO B MocjenHee Bpems ToMuil ero. Y nosepuiock Eropy B 3TOT
CJIAJIOCTHBII MUT, UTO y HEE U BIPSIMb HUKOTO HET, YTO KAET U JIIOOUT OHA TOJIBKO €r0 OIHOTO.

— 4 TyT K yalo Koe-4ero B35, — NoaHsT EpmakoB ¢ nosa 6osnbiioi naker. — HeMHOXKO. . .

— Ara! — Beceno kauHyJa rooBoy SIHa. — 9To Ha3bIBAETCA «HEMHOXKKO !

Onu nponum B KyxHI0. [Toka Erop BbIKJIabIBasl Ha CTOJ COAEPKUMOE MaKeTa, SIHa B3s1a HOX
Y KPecTooOpa3HbIM HAIPE30M pacieruia CHI3Y cTeOesb PO3bl, — YTOOBI JIONbIIe He 3aBsiia. [Totom
MOCTaBUJIa LIBETOK B BOJY M YHEcJa B KOMHATy. EpMakoB oTIipaBWIICS CIEAOM.

— Tebe uuger 310 IUIaThe.

— Jla? — KOKeTIMBO MpPOU3HECIa OHA U, CKOJIB3HYB JIAJIOHbIO OT BHCKA K 3aTBUIKY, OTOpOCHIIA
Ha3aJl JJIMHHBIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI.

Erop npusrnek ee k cede 1 HEKHO MOLENOBAN B IYOBI.

Bce BoKpyr pazom ucuesso, NoTepsio 3Ha4YeHHUe, NEPEeCTaylo CylecTBoBarh. OcTanach TOIBKO
3Ta JKeJIJaHHasl, IAXHYIask YUCTOTON U CBEKECThIO MOJIOAAS KEHIIMHA. .. CMUHAs TOpSYMMU TeJIaMU
MPOXJIAJHBINA HIEJIK OTIVIAKEHHBIX TPOCTBIHEW, OHU YA B MIOCTEJIb.

AX, eci ObI MOKHO OBIJIO OCTAHOBUTH 3TO 00XKeCTBEHHOE MIHOBeHre! OOMEHATH €ro Ha Bey-
HocTh!.. EpmakoB crenan 0b 910 6e3 KoneGanuii. [IoToMy UTO HUYEro clIaJJOCTHE ¥ BBIIIIE He 3HAJL.

OHM HEUCTOBO JIaCKaJIU JIPYT ApYra, CTOHAIM, BCKPUKUBAJIU; U ObLIO B TOM HEOOy3AaHHON
CTPacTH YTO-TO JIMKOE, MepBoObITHOE. OIIeTeHHbIE TMAHAMU PYK U HOT, UX TpeneuryIiye Teja cyao-
POXHO B3/IparvBajiy, BHITMOAINCH, OWINCh B MCCTYIUICHMU — CJIOBHO MCKaJM OCBOOOXIeHUs. U
KOTJIa, HAKOHEII, 3TO TIPOU3OIILIO, OHU, OOECCHIIEB, TAK U OCTAJIUCH JIEKATh — JIUIIOM K JIMILY. . .
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— Xopormo! — mpomenta Erop, 4yTh Kacasich rydamu ee yxa. SIHa moexunach, Kak OT IEKOTKH.

Ha nyme y EpmakoBa cHOBa ObUITO Jierko. Bce coMHeHu st ocTanuch B ponuioM. .. OH 4yBCTBO-
BaJl HA CIIMHE €€ JIQJIOHU — OHU TUIAaBHO CKOJIb3UJIM BBEPX-BHU3, YCIIOKAUBasi U YMUPOTBOPSIAL.

— Tel Bepuib B ropockonsl? — cripocuiia fIHa, Mpojosrkas NoraxuBaTh €ro 1o CIuHe.

— He 3nato. A yto?

— IIpocro... [Tpouna HeaBHO B KHMKKE O CBOEM 3HaKe 3oAuaka. MHoroe coBnajo.

— Bo3MoikHO, 4To-TO 31€ch ecThb. Ho JIM4HO 51 OTHOIIYCh K 9TOMY C HeloBepueM. .. Kak, Bipo-
4yeMm, U KO BceM Teopusim Ppeiina, IOura, JlomOpo3o... CTpemieHre yopsaaoInuTh, IOABECTH O]
ma0JI0H, YBOAMT OT UCTHHBI. DTO B3IV 3aKOPEHENIOro Marepraiucta. Toraa Kak CerofHsi Jaxe
HayKa yTBEPKAaeT, YTO MHOTHE BEIU He MOAJAI0TCS MAaTepPUAIbBHOMY OObSCHEHHIO.

— Tol cunraems, yro Bce ot bora?

— Wmu ot gpsiBona... BOT TONBKO HESCHO — caMM JIIOAM BBHIOMPAIOT, KOMY CITYKHTh, WIH 3TO
MpeJonpeaeseHo?

— Hagepnoe, Bce-taku camu. MHade, 3aueM OOpoOThcs 3a Iymly uenoBedeckyi? Pa3 Her
BBIOODA. ...

— MHe ToXe Kaxercsi, 4TO BHIOMpAeT, B KOHEUHOM CYeTe, caM uelloBeK. BOT TosbKo Beeraa Jin
OH JIeJIaeT 3T0 0co3HaHHO? U OTKyna MpUXOAUT K peOeHKY 3HaHUE, YTO TaK MOCTYNATh MOXKHO, a TaK
— HeJIb3s1; UTO 3TO — XOPOIIIO, a 3TO — TII0X0?

— Ot ponuTteneil.

— A ecnu pogureneit HeT?

— OT OKpyKaloN¥uX. . .

Ho Benp ckonmbKo pa3 B ieHb MPUXOOUTCS BHIOMpaTh? Ha Kaxaplil ciyvail COBETOB HE Hara-
cemibesi. Jlymmoil yenoBek JOMKeH 4yBCTBOBaTh, Aymioi!.. HemaBHo exy B aBToOyce M HaOmiogao
Takywo KaptuHy. CHIAT I0HOIIA C AeBYIIKOW. 3aXOAUT cTapeHbKast 0a0yss. FOHolia aemaeT nomsiTKy
YCTYNUTB €i1 MecTo... 1 4To, TH 1yMaellib, 3asBsieT eMy Muias ciyTHULAa? «Eciu Tbl BcTaHelb, 5 ¢
TOOOM pasroBapuBarh He Oyay!» He Bepuiib?.. S MOTOM MBITAJICS XOTh KaK-TO OOBSCHUTH €€ TIOCTY-
TMOK, HO TaKk ¥ He ¢MOT... JlatHO OBl MPOCTO B3slJIa M HE YCTYMUIa. DTO MOHATHO. .. Ho 4To0bI Tak!

— A Tbl Bcerja crapymikaMm MecTo yCTyHaeuib?

— 41 He cBsATOM. .. — ykaBo npuirypuicsi Epmakos. — Ho o GosbiioMy cyeTty cTapaioch MocTy-
aTh 10 COBECTH.

— To ectb GmaropogHO?

—Hy na...

— B ymep6 cebe?

— NmenHo... Benp clioBo «O1aropogHo» Kak pa3 U 00O3HAyYaeT JEHCTBHE, COBEpIIacMOe B
yiepd cBonM uHTepecaM... C TOUKM 3peHus 3APaBOro cMbicia — adcomoTHas Oeccmpicauna. Ho
€CJIM BIyMaThbCsl, TO TOJIKO TaK U MOKHO OIPENENIUTh, YTO ThI 3a YEJIOBEK.

— W gacro TeGe npuxoAanIoch COBEpIIaTh TaKMe MOCTYITKU?

Cnasa Bory, HeT... XOTs, MHOT/A, IeHCTBUTEIBHO ObLTM MOMEHTHI. — Pacckaxu?

— Eciu TeGe unTepecHo. . .

— Ouenb.

— Ilog HoBeiii ron, Ha MHCTUTYTCKOM Beuepe... $1 Torga Ha msarom Kypce yuwics. Ejka,
JEBYILIKH, BCE Takoe. .. Beimwiim HemHoro. .. U TyT npenonaBaresib OT3bIBAE€T B CTOPOHY: «3a IpyroM
CBOMM IIPUCMOTPH. UTO-TO HAIIIM TOCTU MIPOTUB HEro 3aMbIuisioT. He mooumm Osl...» — «JlagHo, —
TOBOPIO, — MPUCMOTPIO». A OH M He JIpyr MHe BoBce. Tak, 3Hakomblii... Ho pa3 moobemman — Ha1o
CJIOBO AepkaTh. Bech Beuep ero orekan, oToM MpoBOXaTh oTnpaswics. [oiay, nymaio, ¢ HUM JO
OCTaHOBKH, TMOCaKy Ha aBTOOYC — M Haszajl, K cBouM... Ha momnmytu cieiry tonot. [loBepHyscs —
TOJINA YeJIOBEK MATHAAUaTh. JIOrOHAIOT... B paccTerHyThiX KypTkax, map uso pra... M cpasy — k
MoOeMy HarapHUKY. TOJKHYJ OH TaM KOro-TO WJIM IOCMOTpeN He Tak. OObIYHOE JeJI0 — HaJI0 TOBOJ
Uil Ipaku HailTu. MeHs1 Bpojie Kak M HE 3aMevaloT, XOTs PsAJOM CTOw... Buky — mpusrens Mo

31



A. B. AnekcangpoB. «ToT, kTo cuibHee TeOsI. ..»

CTPYXHYI. fICHO, Aymalo, eciy YTO — TOJIbKO Ha ce0s1 MOKHO PACCUMUTHIBATH... A OHU B KOJIOHHY TO
TpOE CTOAT, B 3aTBUIOK Apyr Apyry. Co Bcex CTOPOH CHer, HUKaKk He odoutH. [Tocpeny cHexHOU
LEJIMHBI — y3Kast MosiocKa acdanbTta. MHe 9T Ha pyKy, a UM HEYJJOOHO: BCEM Cpa3y He HABATUTHCA. . .
Beiien s Torna Bhiepes, NPUKPbLT HallapHUKa U roBopio: «B uem aeno?» TyT u3 ToNmel Kyjlak —
BXKUK! — y MeHsI iepe]] HOcoM. .. Jlanbliie Kak B KUHO ObL10. BpyOusics 51 ¢ XOmy B MX TECHBIE PSIbI, U
JaBail KPYIIUTh HAlIpaBo U HasieBo... OHM MMOHayaTy ONEIIWIM — He OKUIAIU TakoW HartocTu. [ie
K€ 9TO BUAAHO, YTOOBI OVH Ha MATHAALATH YeloBeK Opocascs. Benp MaHCOB MPaKTHUECKH HET. ..
CKOJIBKO BpEMEHHM 3TO BCE JITUJIOCh — HE 3HAI0: MOXKET, CEKYH]I TPUILATh, MOKET, MUHYTY. .. TOJIBKO
YyBCTBYIO — CHJTBI Ha McXofie. XOTsI TPEHHPOBaH ObUT HETIJIOXO — 3BaHKe KaH/AWAaTa B MacTepa CropTa
1o cam60 uMel.

— A 410 Takoe cam00? — MonHTepecoBaiach SIHa.

— Camoo0opoHa 6e3 opyXkHs... DTO CIUIaB HECKOJIBKHUX BUAOB OOphOBI. [Ipruem ecth /Ba
HAIpaBJICHHS: OTHO — YUCTO OOPIIOBCKOE, a IPYroe — MOMUMO OOphObI BKITIOYAET B ce0s M YIAPHYIO
TeXHUKY. MHe Omke BTopoe. .. Tak BOT, CHIIBI Ha UCXOJIE, PyKH BCE B KPOBb Pa30MThI, @ BOKPYT TO-
npexHeMy TecHo. Kynaku nepep ria3aMu MeJbKaloT — TOJIbKO ycrieBail yBopauuBartbes! Hagonro i,
aymaio, MeHs xBatuT?.. I TyT BApyr — pa3! — MrHOBEHHO BCe M3MeHWJIOCh. CII0BHO BOJIHA OTXJIbI-
Hyna. .. OauH cTo10. Y HOT HECKOJIBKO YeJIoBeK BaJlsioTcsl. OcTasbHble — yneneTsiBaiot! .. [lotoM Buky
— IIpy3bsi OeryT. A Besib 51 IM HUYEro He CKa3all, He mpeaynpeanit. Moriau Obl 1 BOBCE MOETo OTCYT-
CTBUS HE 3aMETUTD.

— Ilosesno.

— Bor u 1 Tak cumrao... U 3Haenp, 4TO el1e MHTEPECHO — 3a BCIO MIOTACOBKY MHE HU pasy I10-
HACTOSILIIEMY HE MONaJIo, TOJIbKO HOTOW B TPyJb KTO-TO 3aeXal. ..

— Crparso 6pu10?

—Her... To ects BHayasie, KOHEYHO. .. HO Kak TOJIBKO Ipaka Havasaach — BCe Mpouuio. .. Moxer,
OTTOTO, YTO HEKOTOpbIE TTAPHU U3 STOM KOMITAaHUM OBUTM 3HAKOMBI, U T1Ie-TO B TIOIICO3HAHUM CHJIEINIO
— TIOKOJIOTUTh, BO3MOKHO, U TIOKOJIOTAT, HO 0 CMEPTH He YObIoT... CTpamiHo ObU10 B Apyrou pas.
Ha rpanuue ¢ A¢granucrasom. ..

— Tel Tam BoeBan?

— Her. Otgpixai... He myuy s, ceppe3Ho! Tam ecTh 3aMeydaTesibHbIi caHaTopuil. Panbiie co
Bcero Coro3a npueskaau... TaM s NO3HAaKOMUJICS ¢ MIJIOHM JIeBYIIKOM 1o uMeHu Jliocs. OHa MHe
OYeHb MOHpaBUIack. Oropyao TOIbKO TO, YTO Yepe3 mapy aHen Jliocs momkHa Oblia yexaTb. «/[Ba
IHSI C KPaCUBOM JIEBYIIKOM — 3TO HE TaK YX Majo», — OECIeYHO TOIyMaJl si, IPeIBKyIasi poMaH-
THUYECKOE MPHUKII0YEHUE, HO BCKOpe TIOHSUI, uTo 3a0myxancs. OHa oKa3ajnach HENPUCTYITHOU, KakK
cKaJia, ¥ K TOMY ke — y Hee OOHApYKIIHCh TPOOJIeMSI. . . JII0Cs IMOCTOSTHHO TacKasia B pyKe KaKoH-TO
MpeIMET, 3aBEpHYTHIN B MOJIMITUICHOBBIA Meouek. «Kocmernka», — momymait si, Ho BCKOpe BbIsIC-
HUWJIOCh, UTO 3TO Ta30BbI Oa/ioHYnK. OKa3biBaeTCs, BOT YKe He/IeNo e HAaCTOMYHMBO MpeciieioBal
OZIMH MECTHBIA JKWIHT, U3-32 YEro e Jlake MPUIILIOCh MpepBaTh OTIYCK. «XOTuTe, Oyay BalluM
TeJIOX paHuTeIeM?» — OIPOMETUYHBO MpeIokuT si. OHa ¢ GnarorapHOCThIO coracuiack. Eciu Obl s
3HaJI, OT KOTO MHE MPHJETCS €€ OXPaHsTh! DTOT YeaoBeK ObUT BO IIaBe OAHAMTCKOW TPYMITUPOBKH,
KOTOpasi «Jepxayia» ropof. S Buaen 3Tux HecnaObix pedsT. Korna onu Bxoamiu B yaiixaHy, Jaxe
OXPaHHMKH YCTYNaJIX UM MECTO. .. Bech IeHb 51 IpoBell ¢ Hell, OTIYYMJICS JIMILb 110]] Beuep. A Korna
BEpHyJIcs, 3acTal B crne3ax. OHa pacckaszalia, 4To MPUXOAWI NOCBUIBHBINA OT yXakepa U MpeIbsaBUIl
ynbTAMatyM. JInOo OHa CTAaHOBUTCS €ro KeHIIMHOW NOOPOBOJBHO, JMHOO... S, Kak Mor, YCIIOKOWI
€e M TOBeJI Ha MOC/IEAHUI CEaHC B MaJIeHbKUI HENPUMETHBIM KMHOTEATp, Ha/IesICh NIepeCUIeTh TaM
OCTaTOK Beuepa, a IOTOM — YBecTH K ceOe. Sl Obul yBepeH, UTO HeXeJaTeIbHON BCTPeur yaacTcs
n30exarb. Belb HUKTO U3 HUX HE MOT 3HATh, IJIe s )KUBY. A YTpOM y Hee yxke moesq... B Kpoxort-
HOM 3aJie, MECT Ha MATHAECAT, KpoMe Hac ObUIO ellle HeCKOJIBKO 3puTesneil. [Toka3pBaay Kakou-To
CTapblii aMepuKaHCKuil 6oeBuK. U BOT, Koraa (puiibM yxke TMOIXOAWI K KOHILY, IBEPU B 3aJ1 HEOXKH-
JAHHO PacClaxHyJIUCh. «ITO OHU!» — UcIyraHHo mporenTaia Jliocs u npukanack Ko MHe. $1 Tak u
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oOMmep... A 4epHOBOJIOCAsI IIIyMJIMBasi OpaTBa paccesach TeM BpeMEHEM Ha 3a/IHUX CHICHbsIX. «Bim-
u-ut!» — gymato. Bapyr c3aaum mopox. .. «[IaByika, 31o BaM!» — HIMPOKOILIEUMi O0pOAad MPOTSIHYT
Jlioce uBethl. — [paceimi nepagate». OHa Momua oTOpocuia Oyker. .. S cuaen — HU JKUB, HU MEPTB.
Omryman u B TOT MOMeHT cedst repoeM? HuuyTh. .. CTpaHHast Bce-Taku Obla cutyarus. C omgHom
CTOPOHBI, HUKaKMX 00s3aTeNIbCTB Mepejl ITOW AEBYIIKOU s He uMen. M kak Obl HU TIOCTYITHII, HUKTO
HUKOI/1a He y3HaJ Obl 00 3TOM. .. Ho, ¢ Apyroit cTopoHsl OpOCUTD ee Toxke He MOT. .. U agHo Obl Bce
3TO MPOMCXOAWIIO Y cedst JoMa. A TO Bellb — OOT 3HAET Tjie, 32 THICSIY BEPCT, B Uy>KOM HE3HAKOMOM
ropoze. .. O)uiaHre CTaHOBIJIOCh HECTEPITUMBIM. §1 4yBCTBOBaII ceOsl CJIOBHO Y3HUK Mepes Ka3HbIO.
B Kako#-To MOMEHT TIOlyMaJIoCh O TIPEBPATHOCTSX CYAbOBI. UTO ecii Obl He TIOJoIIeN Toria K Hell, He
TIO3HAKOMMUJICS — CHJIeJT Obl ceiiuac B CBOEM HOMepe Tepe]] TeJIeBU30pOM, MOTATUBAN XOJIOAHOE IHUBO
Y He JApoxai Obl OT cTpaxa... Kommnanus mokuHysa 3aj npexie, YeM Ha SKpaHe MOSIBUINCh TUTPHI.
1 3HaJ1, 9TO OHM HEMpPEeMEeHHO OyIyT KAaTh HAC HA YJMIIE, U JJUXOPAJOYHO MMPOCUUTHIBAI BAPUAHTHI
cracenusi. Ho spyroro Bbixona 371ech He ObUIO. .. JIiocsl yxBaTHiIach 3a MOIO PyKy, Kak TOHYIIMHA 32
COJIOMHHKY. $1 XOTeJ cka3aTh el 4To-To 00oapsitolee, OHAKO HIYEero He CMOT Mpou3HecTu. Mbl yBH-
aenu ux cpasy. OHU MoJT4a KypUJIM B TEMHOTE, U TOJIBKO MAJIMHOBBIE TUISIIIYIIME OTOHBKU BbIIaBAIN
UX MPUCYTCTBUE... MBI IBUTAIMCh MPSIMO HAa HUX. YKE HECKOJIBKO IAroB paszensuio Hac. Hepsel
ObLIM HATSHYTHI, Kak CTpyHHI. .. Ilar... Eme mar... Hy!.. I Bapyr onu paccrynuimck. Mbl iponum
CKBO3b HUX. .. DTO ObLIO MOXOXKe Ha UyA0. Kak ecim Obl MBI TPOIILIM CKBO3b CTEHY. .. Y TONbKO moToM
s1 OCO3HAJI, YTO 3a CEKYH/1y /10 3TOTO B TUIIIMHE [TPO3BYYasH /IBa CJIOBA HA HEMIOHSATHOM fi3bIKe. .. Kak
s cnial B 9Ty Houb! Bynro mnanenen. .. CioBHO aHresnbl, 00epHYB 0OJIakaMu, IO YTpa HOCHIIA MEHs
Ha pyKax...

EpmakoB ymonk u B3risiHYT Ha SAAHy. OHa cuzena psiioM, nogo0pas mnop cedst Horu. OOHaXeH-
Hasl TpyJb JEpP3KO BBICTYIIAJIA BIEPEN.

—Ha...

—Yro?

Erop o0OHs1 ee 1 MOBaJIMIT HA TIOCTEJTb.

— 51 mo6mo Teos1.

— Hy BoT, — rpyctHO ynbiOHyIach OHA. — XOTh KTO-TO MEHS JIOOUT.

«Jla ve kto-To!.. A umenno s1 — Erop Epmakos! Pa3zse storo masno!?»

Tak oH mogymas, HO HUYEro He ckasal... [Ja u o yem roBoputb? YTO HUKTO M HUKOIJA HE
OyzieT MoOHTh ee Tak ke, Kak oH? YTo elrle He pa3 oHa O HeM BCIOMHUT? DTO BCE CJIOBA. ..

CtHcHYB ee B 00bsAThsIX, Erop ¢ 001e3HeHHOM KaqHOCTBIO IIPUHSIICS LEJIOBATh MOITYOTKPHITHIE
Teruible ryObl. SlHa momanack HaBcTpedy. .. HesxHo jackas Apyr apyra, OHM CJMJIMCh BOSJMHO U BHeE-
3amHasi CTpacThb, MOJBIXHYB Oe3yMHBIM OTHEM, OOOKIJIA X pa3ropsiueHHbIE Tea. . .

... [lorom {Ha BcTana u Kyna-To ynuia. EpMakoB ciblinas, Kak OHa IIyMesia BOJIOW B BAHHOM,
rpeMena Ha KyxHe nocygoit. Hago 6suto Toke BcraBath. Ho eMy He XoTesnoch.

— Yaii rotoB! — JIOHECTIOCh U3 KyXHH.

— Wny! — orkmuknyncs Erop, HaTsruBasi cierka nmoMstele Opiokn. OHa ITaHUHA CBEPHYJIACh
«KYJIBKOM» — U OH HUKaK He MOT C Hed coBiyiazaTh. [Ipbiras Ha ofiHOI HOTE, THIETHO MBITAJICS MPO-
TOJIKHYTh 3aCTPSBIIYIO CTYIHIO. Tak JONpBITa 10 KHIKHOTO IKada 1, Oneprch 00 yro, mpocy-
HYJI, HAKOHEL, HOTY B IITaHuHY... VI TyT B3I €ro ynaj Ha MOJKY.

Tam Jnesxas HaJOpBaHHBIA NOYTOBBI KOHBEpT. Ha Mecrte ajgpecara yCTOSBIIMMCS MYXKCKHAM
MOYepKoOM ObUTO BhiBeneHO: AHouke JlykomeukuHoi. Hike 3Haunnock ums ornpasutens — Cepreit
[Teryxog.

PeBHOCTB OCTphIMHU KOrOTOUKaMU cKpeOHya 1o ayiie. Ho Erop TyT e B3s1 ce0si B pyKH.

«Kaxoe npaBo st umero ee peHoBaTh?.. OHa 4TO, KJIsIach MHE B BeuHOH mooBu? laBasa oder
BEPHOCTH 7»

Epmakos cen k cromy.

— Tebe mokpemnue? — monHTEepecoBaiach SJHa.
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— Bce paBHo.

OH BcemMM CUJIaMHU MBITAJICS COXPAHUTh HEBO3MYTUMOCTD, OJHAKO fIHa 3aMeTuIa B €r0 HacTpo-
€HUU TIepEMEHY.

— Te1 yero?

— Huuero.

— 41 xe Buxy!

Erop xoten npomMosnyaTh, HO HE BbIAEPKaJl M CIPOCUJT:

— Kro taxoii Cepreii Ileryxos?

— AX, BoT 4to! — cMyTHIIach fIHa, mieku ee 3apyMsaHWIMCh. — Hamen nucemo? V3BuHw, 51 He
CIIETMANIBHO. .. 3a0bl1a yoparh. OHa oMoITYasa, OTOM MPOAOJIKIIA:

— Kr0 Takoit? Ilpocto 3Hakombiid. OTapIXal 37€Ch MPOILIBIM JIETOM. .. DTO BCE HECEPbE3HO,
JI1060Bb MO Mepenucke.

«[IponutbimM j€TOM. .. 3HAYUT, OHU MEPENUCHIBAIOTCS yke MOUTH roja? VIHTepecHo, 4To OH e
mutet? Jlioomo, nenyo? HaBepHska oHa ¢ HUM criajia.

Erop npezacraBu, Kak OHHU JieKaJld B OOHMMKY Ha 9TOM caMOW KpOBAaTH, U €My CTaJIO TOIIHO.

«A 4ro ceftuac? [lymaernb, Tol y Hee onuH? Kak Obl He Tak!»

OH nouTtu He coMHeBasics, uTo $IHa BcTpeuaercs ¢ kem-To emie. Ho cripocuTh npsiMo He
pemacs... 3auem? [lycTs octaneTcst XOTs1 Obl WJUTIO3USA. .. Beb OH 1aBHO yke He MayibuuK. M non-
KEeH TMOHUMATh, YTO 00JNaaaTh TAKOM IEBYIIKOW — Jopororo crout. CMUPHB ropabiHIO, EpmakoB
OOHsII ee 3a TUIeUH.

— Ioiinem B KoMHaty?

— Ioinem.

Onu cHOBa OKa3zanwch B noctenu, U Erop pasom 3a6bu1 060 Beem. Llenys ee, oH MeieHHO
MOTPYKaJcs B CIAJOCTHBIN ropssuuil TyMaH. .. M TyT 3a3BoHMI TenedoH.

HacroitunBas npoH3utenpHasi Tpesib pe3aHyna no HepsaMm, EpmakoB Hampsrcs... Ho flnHa
CJIOBHO He cJibliiasia. Torga oH JOTSHYJICS U BBIAEPHY/I U3 PO3ETKU LIHYP.

«Hukomy 1e6s1 He otaam! [TycTh XOTh HA MUHYTY, XOTh HA MUT, HO 3[1€Ch U ceiuac — Thl MOs!»
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I'nasa 7

B KOHTOpE JKWIUIIHOTO yIpaBiieHHs ObLT TPUEMHBIN JIeHb. JKenaoux moodmarscsi ¢ KOMMY-
HaJIbHBIM HauyaJIbCTBOM HALIUIOCh HeMaio. EpMakoB TepneanBo JOKUIANICS CBOEH OUYepe/Iu.

Bpems oT BpeMeHu ero KJIOHWJIO B COH. .. Buepa oH onsATh OJTHOYM HE MOT YCHYTh U3-3a CBOETO
MY3BIKJIBHOTO COCe/Ia.

DTO CTAaHOBWJIOCH CyIlel HanacThio. Kaskaplil pa3, Koraa no3aHo BEYEpPOM B COCEAHEN KOMHATE
Ha TMOJIHYI0 Mollb Bpybascs MarHutodoH, y Eropa Haunnanace ucrepuka. OH Myuuiics, He 3Hasl,
Ky/a AeThCs OT 3TOro 0e3:KanoCTHOrO arpecCMBHOrO 1myma. VMl Hu4ero He momMoraso: HA BaTa B YIIIH,
HU YCIIOKOUTEJIbHBIE KAILJIM, HU CHOTBOPHOE. .. [IOMBITKM OrOBOPUTH C COCEAOM MO-XOPOLIEMY TOXKE
HU K 4yeMy He npuBeid. OH TOJIBKO MPE3PUTENIHHO YXMBLISJICS U YIIOPHO CTOSLT Ha CBOeM: «Y ceOsi
J0Ma 51 MOTY JeJlaTh BCE, UTO X0uy !»

Erop ObLT HE3/IBIM YeJIOBEKOM. Y HEro HMKOrjga He ObLIO BparoB. Jlaxe Korga MpUXOIUIOCH
ApaThCsl, OH JIeNa 310 0e3 oxectodeHus. [Ipocto moroMy, 4to Tak Hajo... Ho ceiiuac oH 4yBCTBO-
BaJI CaMyI0 HACTOSIIYI0 HEHABUCTh. K 3TOMy HEB3payYHOMY XYIOLIABOMY YEJIOBEKY, C BEYHO Harps-
JKEHHBIM OJ1eIHBIM JTUIIoM. OH TOTOB OBLT pacTep3aTh ero, pa3opearh Ha dacth. .. Cocen kazajcs eMy
MOX0)KHMM Ha KaKOT0-TO MaJIEHBKOT'O HEOMPATHOTO 3BEPbKA C 3aITyIIEHHON I'PA3HON IEPCTKOM.

«Xopek... Her... 3no0nblii 3as1!» — EpMakoB re-To cibliiai 3To BeipaxeHue. M oHo oueHb
TOYHO OIPEAENIAIO CYTh — 3JIOCTH, KaK y TUTPA, a CUJIbI, KaK y IPbI3yHa.

— Kt0 nocneguuii? — ocBeJOMUJICS CYXOHBKUI CEIOBJIACHI MYKUMHA.

— Tam cnpammBanTe, — yka3ajiv eMy B JaJIbHUI KOHEL KOPUAOPA.

Hapony Huckonpko He yMeHbIIUIOoCh. 3a vac, 4to Erop 31eck Haxonuiics, U3 KaOMHETa BbIIIUIA
TOJIBKO TpOe. A Tiepell HUM ObLIO elle ceMepo.

«CKOJBKO %€ 311eCh cuAeTh npuaercsa? Moxker, Jiydlie B Ipyrou paz?»

Ho uyBcTBO noira He no3Bonuiio Eropy petrpoBarbesa. OH MyKECTBEHHO PEIIIT JOKIAThCS
CBOEW OuYepeu.

— Bac toxe cocequ 3ammin? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH Y HETO MOKWIIAs KEHIIUHA.

— Her, — orBetnn Epmakos. — [1oTook nporekaer.

— Bepxnuii atax?

— BepxHuii.

— bena... A Hac cocenu 3amwid. Yexainu, a KpaH 3a0blTH 3aKpbITh. Bropoil Mecsl obemaoT
cliesiaTh PEMOHT — M HUKaK !

— He noxpereck, — BMelasicst CUIEBIIME psiioM MyK4uHa. — [lonrona 1o6uBaioch, 4TOObI IIBbI
MesKIaHesbHbIe 3a1enani. Kyna Tonpko HU oOpammasicsi. Becrionesso. .. [punercs, BUIHO, 3a CBOM
CYerT...

— ¥V HuX Ha Bce OJJHa OTrOBOpPKa, — JOHECCsl OTKYIa-TO COOKY HeJOBOJIbHBIN ronoc. — [lener
HET, JKauTe!..

Yepes kakoe-TO BpeMs Hapoj, BBITYCTUB Map, YMOJK. B MpayHOM MOJIyTEMHOM KOpUIOpe
TMOBUCJIA TUIIIMHA. .. YCTaB O0pPOThCs CO CHOM, EpMakoB OeCCHIIBHO ypOHUIT IOAOOPOIOK Ha IPY/Ib.

— Bama ouepens! — ycibiman oH.
BricTpo nogHsBImMck, Erop Boien B KaOWHET.
3a OesbIM MMUPOKKM CTOJIOM BO3BBIIIAIACH TIOJHAS pO30BOIIeKast jama. EpMakoB ObLT ¢ Heil
3HaKoM. Benib OH 3axX0/uJI clofia yke He BIEepBbIE.
— 3npasctByiite, ['anmHa MuxaiiinoBHa!
— 31paBCTBYMTE, — CYXO IMPOU3HECTIA OHA.
— 4 O y Bac... Ilomuure?
— He nomHI0.
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— Hy kak xe?.. Bol obemanu. .. Hacyer nortosnka.

3aszponm tenedoH. [anmHa MuxaiioBHa CHsIa TpyOKY U BJIACTHBIM KeCTOM yKazana Epma-
KOBY Ha CTYJL.

MuHyYT AecsiTh OHa TOBOpHJIA TIO TeepOHy M 3a BCe 3TO BpeMsi HM pa3y He B3IJIsHYJA B €ro
cropoHy. CJIOBHO 31ech HUKOTO Oosbliie He Obuto. [ormomenHast 6eceoii, OHa yBJIEUEHHO KUBAJIA,
XMBIKaJIa, pepbIBasi JUAJIOT TEMIIEPAMEHTHBIMU BOCKJIMIIAHUSIMU:

—UYro 1ei! Hy na!.. A ou?.. A ona?.. Yry. ¥ry... A ona?.. A ou?

Cyns no Bcemy, pasroBop kK padote oTHomeHus He umen. Tem He meHee, EpmakoBy HUYero He
OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK CHIETh M CIyIIaTh... HakoHel oHa mosoxkuia TpyOKy M OCYacT/IMBUJIA €r0 CBOMM
BHUMaHKEM.

— Tak 4ro, roBopure, y Bac?

— 4 3axomun yxe. ..

— Ilo noBoxy ropsiueit Bozbl?

— Her... Hacuer noroska. ..

B xaOuneT 3arsisHy/1a HeBBICOKAs TIOABIKHAsI OpIOHETKA C KAPTOHHOW MAINKOW B pyKax.

— l'anuna MuxaiisioBHa, Hy’)KHa Ballla MOJMHCh.

KommyHasbHasi HaYaIbHULIA, KUBHYB, TTPUTJIACHIIA JKEHIIMHY BOWTH, W, BOOPYKHUBIIUCH aBTO-
PYUKOI, pa3MallIiCTO Paciucasach Ha HECKOJBKUX JMCTaxX. BuaHo ObL10, UTO IenaeT oHa 3To He 6e3
YIOBOJIbCTBHSI.

BproHetka nodnarogapuia u codpaiach NOKUHYTh KaObuHeT, Ho ['anmHa MuxaiinoBHa 3aep-
Kana ee.

— Kakas, Onenbka, Ko(pTOUKa y Bac KpacuBasi. ..

— Cnacubo.

— Yro-TO 51 y Bac paHblie ee He Bujena. O6HOBKa?

— Ja.

— I'ne nokynanu?

— B yHuBepmare, HalIpoOTHB.

— Iouem?

— Cogcem Hegoporo. Co CKUIKOM.

— Yo BB roBOpUTE?

— Mexay npounm, TaM Ha Bac 3amedatesibHble Omy3Ku Obuth. Takue, ¢ OTJIOKHBIM BOPOTHHY-
KOM, 37I€Ch MPOIIUTO, PyKaB MPUCIYIIEH, TYT PIOIIEYKH. .. VI yroBUIlbl OUeHb KpacuBbie — OMpro3a
C 30J10TO OKAHTOBKOM.

— B kakom otnene?

— Ha Bropom staxe. Tam, rae panbiie napgiomepust Obita. .. Keratu, gyxu Toxe kynmia. Kak
3amnax?

— YnuBuTtesnbHbI apoMar. .. Bel, Oneuka, npocto npumal

EpmakoB, MoiTua, ep3ait Ha cTyje. Bputo Takoe OlyIeHre, YTo PO HEro OMSATh 3a0bLIH.

«Kak MoxHO Tak padoTtarh? — BO3MyIIajcs oH mpo ceds. — Ha craBke, HaBepHoe. .. Bot ecm
Obl Ha TporieHTHl Bac niepeBectu! OT caenanHoro... Torma Obl camu, HEOOCh, TIO palioHy Oeraiu,
WCKAJIH, T/Ie U YTO TIOYMHHTH».

— Tak 4uro y Bac? — cHM301IL1a, HakoHell, ['anuHa MuxaiinoBHa. — KpaH, roopure, Teuet?

Erop nouyBcTBOBas ceOs1 mareHToM McuxO0mbHUIBL. OH e/iBa yaepKajcs, 9ToObl He 320paTh:
«Kakoii emmie kpan! ITotonok. .. TToronok, yept Bozbmu !»

Ho Bciyx npousHec:

— 41 yxe Obu1 y Bac.

— Hy u uto?

— Xores y3HaTh — Korjaa?

— Yo xorga?
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— IloTtonok oTpemMoHTHpYyeTe.

— JleHbru OyIyT — OTPEMOHTHPYEM.

— Ho BBI 06emanmy.

— 41 obemana?

— Hy na, ckazamm — yepe3 Hegemo. .. Bropas 3aKOHUMIIaCh — HUKAKUX PE3yJIbTaTOB.

— Knure. Het cpencrs.

— CkonbKo xaaTh-10?

— Bam ckazamu — sxaure!

PasroBapuBath fasplie 6610 Oecrone3Ho. Bee ero ycmnmst oka3ainuch HalpacHBIME — TOJIBKO
BpeMs 3ps notepsit. [IpakTrdecky mensiil qeHb. TONbKO 3aTeM, YTOObI YCTIBIIIATh TO KeJe300eTOH-
Hoe «Kaute!».

— JlagHo, cienaem Bam. .. — Heox)kUgaHHO cMsryniack ['annna Muxaii-noBHa. — Cnenaem. .. Ho
He cpasy... Kakas, roBopurte, kBaptupa y Bac? Homep?

— Boo6mie-To s He cebe... Cocesika, cTapyika norpocuia. .. Ha Harei riomaake sKuBerT.

— Morsnonoii yenoBek ! — B3opBajiachk gaMa. — YTo Bbl MHE rOJIOBy MOpOYHUTE !

Erop nouyBcTBOBa ce0sl Tak, CJIOBHO €ro YJIUYMIIN B TTOIJIOTE.

— Huxkoro xe Her y crapymku. .. Hekomy noxsionorars.

— Unute, mononon yenoBek, uaure! He memaiite padotars!

«W 310 0OHa HazbBaeT padoToi!.. be3nenpHuKM ! »

[IpaBeaHblii THEB TyLIWII €TO, pBajics Hapyxy... Ho uyTo oH Mor crnenars?

Ha o6patnom iyt EpmakoB 3arisiHys1 B Mara3ud. Hajo O6bU10 KynmuTh 4TO-HUOYAb K YKUHY.

OCTaHOBMBIIIMChH BO3JIE BATPHUHBI, OH BIOXHYJI MPSIHBIN 3a1ax KOIMYEHBIX KOJIOAC U TIOUYBCTBO-
BaJI, Kak mporoyogaics. OIHaKO BCe 3TH OKOPOYKa, IMIEHKH, KapOOHATHI U OAJIBIKU ObUIM TSI HETO
ceiyac HeJOCTYITHBI. .. 3aBTpa MPECTOSIIO PACIIAYMBATBCS C XO3sIMHOM KBapTHpHI. [Ipuyem 3a aBa
Mecsa cpasy.

EpmakoB nepecuntan Menoub. XBaTajio TOIbKO Ha XJ1e0 U Kedup.

«Her... Kedupowm ceit He Oynenib. Hamo uro-To npyroe...»

OH pemmn KynuTh JBa OyIbOHHBIX KyOuKa. XiieOd MOXHO MOXapUTh — B XOJOJWIbHHUKE eIle
OCTaBaJIOCh HEMHOTO PAaCTUTEILHOTO Macia. M 3anuTh 3T0 ropssurM KypuHbIM OysiboHOM. Llapckwii
yKHH!

3a npwiaBkoM Obula 3HaKOMasl npoaaBiuia. Ta camas, yTo 6e3 MPUYMHBI HeJOMI0OIMBAIA
ero. XoTsi, MOXeT ObIThb, HE TOJIBKO €ro, a BceX MOKyNaTesel, He CIOCOOHBIX COPUTh EHbIraAMHU.

BrickimaB Ha xene3Hoe OMoIeYKo ropcTb Menour, EpMakoB chexkuiIcs MoJ ee MPUCTaIbHBIM
B3IJISIIOM.

— Y10 3T0? — yAUBMIIACH TIPOJIABIIMIIA.

— Henbru, — 6eccrpactHo otBeTr1 Erop. — OObuHas pa3MeHHasi MOHETa, KOTOPYIO ellle HUKTO
HE OTMEHSIII.

— a?

—a... 1 5 Mory Ha HUX KyITUTb BCE, YTO B3AyMaeTcsi. XOTh OyXaHKy XJjieba, XOTh BepToseT!

— I'me Tonpko HacoOupa. . .

— Bac 3710 coBepIieHHO He KacaeTcsl.

[NepecunTtaB Menoub, MPOJABIIMIIA BHUIOKMIA HA MPUIABOK XJieO 1 OynboHHBIE KyOuku. Ho
HAIoC/IeNIOK y/IepKaThCsi HE CMOIJIA!

— Bor Takas u xu3Hb y Bac Oy/ieT — MeJIOYHasI.

«YTO THI 3HaEIIb MPO MOIO XHU3Hb!» — ¢ Topeusio nmogyMan EpmakoB. EMy ObUTO HETTOHSITHO
ee Tynoe BbicOkoMmepue. JIaqHo Obl, XOTh YTO-TO MpPEACTaBIIsIa U3 celsl — aKTpuca Kakas-HUOyIb
WM MUJUTMOHEPIIA. .. A TO Beib 0ObIYHAS MPOJABIIMIIA B 3aHIOXaHHOM MarasuHuuke! OTKyna 3To
JKeJIaHUe YHU3UTb U OCKOPOUTH?
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XJonHyB 1Bepbio, Erop BbIes Ha yIUIly ¢ TBEpIObIM pelieHHeM HHKOorga OoJblle Clofa He
BO3BpAIATbCS.
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I'maBa 8

B Hapogne xuBetr MHoro npumer. Hanpumep, npo yepHyio komky. Mnu mpo mycrsle Beapa. . .
Wnu npo paszduroe 3epkaio... A y Epmakosa B nocieHee Bpems nosiBuiiack cBost. Eciu, yrpom no
MyTU Ha padoTy B aBTOOYyCE, PSIIOM C HUM OKa3bIBajlaCh XOPOIIEHbKasl JEBYIIKA — MOXKHO OBbLIO HE
COMHEBAThCS, YTO JeHb CIIOKUTCS yaauHo. Ecim kakue-HuOynb 0alyoist uim Aemyssl — 3HAUMT, JeHb
oyner Tak cede. Hy, a yx ecim Haxamui Tede ¢ yTpa Wiv OTIABUIM HOTY — Bee... Moxkelllb cMeJlo
Pa3BOpAuYMBATLCS U €XaTh JOMOH JOCHIIATh.

Ceronns ¢ yTpa emy He nosesio. Het, ero He oOpyrajii, He TOJIKHY/IU U 1a)e He HaCTYIHWJIH
Ha Hory... [IpocTo B 1aBKe y KOro-TO U3 PsIOM CTOAIIMX JIOIHYJ MaKeT, B KOTOPOM OblIa, 10 BCei
BU/IMMOCTH, cMeTaHa. M Korza Ha cBoeil octaHoBKe Erop 31o 3ameTui1 — ero 4yTh He XBaTWJI yAap. ..
EnuHCTBEHHBIN MapaIHO-BBIXOTHOW KOCTIOM YE€PHOTO aHTPALMTOBOIO LIBETA, OKa3aJcsl Oe3HaIeKHO
UCIIOPYEHHBIM.

Lenslit yac EpMakoB oTTUpa NUKaK U OPIOKH, HO TOJTHOCTBIO U30aBUThCS OT )KUPHBIX Mac-
JITHUCTBIX CJIEJOB HE YAJIOCh.

— B xumuncTKy otnaii, — nocoperosai emy Bacuh.

— ¥V MeHs BcTpeya Ha3HaveHa. . .

Erop npezcraBui, Kak B TAKOM BUJIE NOTAIUTCA yepe3 ropos. Beuepom oH JoikeH Obul niepe-
JaTh AEHBIY XO35IMHY KBapTUPHI.

— IpouutsiM JIETOM CO MHOM TOXE CIIy4MJIOCh MOXoxkee, — BMernasics Ilama 3umenkoB. — Ot
OCTAQHOBKH JI0 OCTAHOBKHM €XaJl IPUKaThli K JiBe-psAM. [lepikasics TaM HaBepXy HEMOHSATHO 3a 4YTo...
Brixoxy — soau no cropoHam miapaxatotcs! He nossut. .. [TotoMm misiHy! Ha cBoe OTpaXkeHUe B BUT-
pune. CaMm Bech B 6esloM, a poka, Kak y Tpyoouucra... Bepx-To y aBepei ObUT CONMMAOIOM CMa3aH,
U 51 TOT CONUAOJ CHaYasa Ha JIaJloHb, IOTOM — I10 JIMLLY. ..

Beck nenp EpmakoB npocuzen y cedst B KaOuHeTe.

«MoxeT, He e3UTh HUKYJa? — pa3MbILUIsUT OH. — [T03BOHI0, CKaky, uTo 3adosnei... Mim emie
yTo-HUOYb. .. Bce paBHO Beap AeHbru notoM otaaM. He ceroans, Tak 3aBtpa... Kakas pasnuna?»

Ho, B KoH1Ie KoH1IOB, Erop permmi, yro exars Hajo. JJoar — feso 4ecTu. ...

EpmakoB oka3ajics B yCJIOBJIEHHOM MeCTe Ha Iosiyaca paHblie. TOMACh B 0XKUAAHUH, 3aITISHYT
B Kace. B monyremHoM 3ase urpana myssika. bapmen B Gesioil pyOallike, CO CKy4YaloIlUM BUAOM,
MOJIMPaJT JIAIOHSIMU CTOHKY.

— Kodpe u Oysouky, Oynsre JOOpHI. . .

PacriiatuBmch, OH IOMCKAT I71a3aMH CBOOOIHBIN CTOJHK.

Cryknyna aBeps... lllectepo MooOpIX MapHel, ¢ IIyMOM U FOrOTOM, I'ypbOOi BBAJIMIIUCh B
3aj1. TUCHYB Ha BBIXOJE CJIy4YaiiHO NMOABEPHYBILIMXCSA JAEBYILIEK, KOMIIAHUS YBEPEHHO HAIIPABUJIACh K
cTolike Oapa.

JIBurasicb UM HaBCTpeuy ¢ yalkoi Koe B pykax, Erop nogymain, 4ro mpoxon Mexy CTONHU-
KaMH y3KOBaT 1 MOCTOPOHMJICS, 1aBasi BOBMOXKHOCTb ITPOUTH. .. [[BOe yke MUHOBaJIU ero, Korja Tpe-
THI, Oe3 TPUYMHBI, CUJIbHO TONKHYN EpmakoBa B rpyap. Ot HeoxumanHoctu Erop enBa ynepxkaincs
Ha Horax. ['opsuunil Koge, BBIIUIECHYBIINCH U3 YAILKK, OOXKeEr Najblibl, OyJKa ynajga Ha IMoJ U 3aKa-
THJIACh TOJ1 CTOI.

— 3u! Thl yero?! — HEIOyMEHHO BOCKJIMKHYI Erop.

— Por 3akpoui! — 1oHeC/IoCh B OTBET.

EpmakoB omnenmnt... Ero, Xu3Hblo OUTOro-nepeOUToro, BIPYr Tak cMepTeibHO oounenn. U
K10? Kakoi-To nBagraTijIeTHUN narag!

OH nogiomies, KOMIaHUs HAPsKEHHO MPUTHXJIA. TOT, YTO TOJKHYJI €10, BBICTYIIHII BIIEPE.

— Yero?

— Xouy, 4yTOOBI Thl U3BUHUJICS].
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— Ara, ma3z-3!..

[Mapens cTos1 epes HUM M M3eBaTENIbCKH yXMbUTsUICS. YepHas ¢yTOonKa o0TArnBasa Mor-
HBII, HE TI0 Tof1aM pa3BUTHIN Topc. Kpyribie OMIence MsSYMKaMy BBHITUPAIM HA CKPEIEHHBIX Tepe
rpyabio pykax... OH ObUT CHIOKOEH U yBepeH B cebe. [Ipusteny 3a ciiHOM BHYIIATHN €My ellie 00JTb-
IIyI0 YBEPEHHOCTb.

Yucnennslii nepesec ObuT Ha MX cropoHe. Ho onu He 3Hanm Epmakosa... Ha nepBbiii B3rsig
OH Ka3aJICsl TUXUM U He3/00MBbIM. B 0OBIIEHHON KU3HM BCerjaa crapajics n3oeratb KOH(IMKTOB.
Huxorna Hukoro He 3aaeBait nepsbiM. U 1axe ecim 3aeu ero, NpearodrTall peraTh 40 MUPOM.
OpnHaxo BceMy ecTb npefiet. .. M koraa 3ToT MoMeHT Hactynas, Erop Harpoub Tepsijl MHCTUHKT CaMo-
coxpaHeHusl. EMy cTaHOBMIJIOCH BCe paBHO, KTO NIEpel HUM U CKOJIBKO. .. Eciu yx oH ynmpascs, To
CIOBHHYTH €r0 C MeCTa ObUIO MPAKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO. [lake KOJIOHHOM TaHKOB. .. Pa3naButh, yHU-
yToXkUTh — Ja! Ho 3acTaBUTh OTCTYNUTH XOTh Ha MHJUIUMETP — Oecrosne3Ho. OH ymen CTOSITh /10
KOHIIA.

— WI3BuHUCH, — TMXO NMOBTOPUJI EpMakoB, NI apHIO B I71a3a.

— Hy, 4ro?.. — kpemnsli B uepHO# (yTOOKEe 0OpaTHics K mpusTesM. — Pa3 yxx oH Tak mpo-
CHT...

— He Bo3paxkaem! CormacHsi!

— Hagaii, ®pon!

Tor, koro HazBayi PposIoM, HaYaJl MEJIJIEHHO TTOBOPAYMBATHCH.

«Bot Tak-TO JyuIe», — yJOBJIETBOPEHHO NoayMasi Erop, 1 B 3T0 MTHOBEHHE KeJITO-3elle-
HbIe UCKPHI (peiiepBepKOM OPBI3HYIIN y Hero neper riazamu. CKBO3b 3aTUXAOIIUH Iy, OH YCIIbIIIAT
oOpbIBKHM (ppa3, 4er-1o cMmex... Yaap no juiyy ortymi EpmakoBa. OH XOTh M YCTOSIT HA HOTax,
OJIHAKO Ha BpeMsl yTpaTuil BOZMOXHOCTb JIEMICTBOBATD.

— Ha xonenu! )Kuso! — ®pon cxBaTuit ero 3a BOJIOCH U, TpUruoasi, yaapui KyJIakoM CHH3Y.

B nocnennmii MomeHT Erop ycnen mpuKphIThCs, HO TYT e TOJyYrsI HOror o pedpam. 1o
noMor ®poity KTO-TO U3 IIPUSTEINEN.

PriknyB no-3sepuHomy, EpmakoB tapanom nomen Bnepen. ®post 3amernkanics... Erop xie-
cTaHyJ ero 60koBbIM cripaBa! Tot ymad. ..

He memmkasi, EpMakoB yxBaTuJ1 OIvpkaiIero K HeMy napHsi 1 OpoCKOM uepes3 CIIMHY TTPUIIOKIT
00 ron. [TotoM ymapoM HOTH CBJTWIT JIPYTOTO.

Hanapasume pacrepsuiics. OHUM He KJaJId TAKOrO OTIOPA.

EpMmakoB orisiHysIcs M YBUJIEN, UTO TJIABHBIN €0 OOUIYUK, IPUIS B CeOs1, IBITAETCSI TIOJHSITHCS.

«J1o6uTh!» — MebKHYJIa MBIC/Tb. HO 9TO-TO OCTaHOBMIIO €ro.

O, 6naroponctBo! CKOIBKO XOPOIIUX Jifofiei moryomo 1ul. .. Hy uto cromno Eropy mHyTb, Kak
CJIe[lyeT 3TOro pacKopMJIeHHOro Herosis? OIHUM yIapoM peumMTh UCXOn Apaku... Ho oH meanu.
He mor 3actaButh cedsl. ..

INoka EpmakoB pazaymbiBai — BpeMms yiuio. [lapens B uepHoii (pyTOOJKE OMpaBUIICS OT yaapa
U, IOJHSBUINCH, KPUKHYJI PUATEIISAM:

— Yero cmotpute? Mouure!

U Te mocnymHo, co Bcex CTOpoH Opocuiuch Ha Eropa.

OH 6uuics ¢ sipoctbio 0OpedeHHoro. Kak rimaauarop. .. Yiapsl CHIIaUCh ClieBa U CIIPaBa, BCITbI-
XMBAJI B I71a3aX OTHEHHBIMH OpbI3raMy, OTAABAIUCH B TOJIOBE TATY4YMM HaOaTHbIM 3B0HOM. Ho Epma-
KOB Aepxkajcs... OH Toxxe OWI B OTBET U 1yBCTBOBAJI, UTO MoMajal. DTo npuaaBaio emy cui. Kaza-
JIOCh, e11ie HEMHOT'O ¥ HACTYIHT Niepesiom. JKenast mpuOiIM3uTh STOT MUT, Erop permrebHO Opocrics
BIIEPE/l, HO HEOJKMIAHHO 3alTHYJICS O paclipocTeproe Ha noiny Teso. Ilagas, oH 3aMeTi1 3aHeCEHHYI0
HaJ HUM Hory. U mocienHee, 4to cymen pasrisaeTh — JETSIIUN eMy B JIMLIO YepHbIA OOTHHOK.

Co3Hanne MeieHHO BosBpamaioch K Eropy. IIpHOTKpBIB I71a3a, OH ONATh YBUIET IEpea
co00i1 3TU YepHbIe IIIHYPOBAHHBIE OOTUHKU.
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«3HaunT, oHM Bee erne 371ech? Tak... CrokoiHo. .. [T1aBHOE — He BbIIaTh ceOsl HEOCTOPOKHBIM
apuxeHueM. .. [TogHUMaTbCs: OBICTPO, OMHUM PHIBKOM !»

Erop ortonkHyscst oT mosa JagoHsIMH, HO BHe3armHast cnaboCTh TETION BOJTHOWM HAKpbUIA €ro,
3aKpyKWJIa rOJIOBY, U OH OECCHIIBHO MOHKK HA TMOJIOMHUBIIUXCS PyKax.

— I'nsaam, 3ameBenwics! — ycnpian EpmakoB Hai coOO0OH Yeii-To Toj1oc. — A TOBOPSIT — YOWIIH. . .

— Hdonro xuTthb OyaeT, — C yCMEIIKOW OTBETHJI BTOPOH.

Erop octopokHO MpHUMOAHSIT TONOBY... CKOJMB3HYB B3IJISIIOM MO OOTMHKAaM, OH TTOCMOTpE
BBIIIIE ¥ YBUJIE MISAATHUCTBIE KaMy(ISKHBIE IITaHBI, IOTOM — TaKyIO e MATHUCTYIO KYPTKY, KOPOT-
KOCTBOJIbHBII aBTOMAT C OPAHKEBbIM SIPKUM Mara3siHOM, W, HAKOHEII, — JIUII0 OMOHOBIIA.

«Mumiusi! Cnasa bory!»

OH ce, moTporai omyxiiee HaaOpoBbe. JIeBBIH I71a3 3arlIbLI, Ha IEKe COUMIACh KPOBBIO cca-
JVHA, pa30UThIe TYObl OHEMEITU W B3/1yJIHUCh.

— XopoIo pedsiTa MOpe3BUIIUCh. .. — 3aMETHJI OJMH U3 OMOHOBIIEB ¥ MOJHSL C 110J1a BHIOUTHIN
3y0. — He TBOI, ciy4aiiHo?

EpMakoB ¢ ucIyrom MnpoBelt SI3bIKOM I10 JeCHaM. YOeIMBIIUCh, UTO 3yObl HA MecTe, 00JIErYeHHO
B3JOXHYJI.

Bokpyr Basisiich NepeBepHYyThIE CTOJBI M CTYJIbsl. YOOpIIUIIA C BEHUKOM B pyKax 3ameralia
OCKOJIKH Pa30MTOM TTOCY/IBI.

— JlagHo, moexaJiu. ..

— A ¢ 3TUM 4UTO Nenarth Oyaem?

— IIpunercs 3a0pathb ¢ COOOI.

«O kom 310 oHu? — momyman Erop. — Koro 3a6pats?»

MunvimoHep MorpaBuil Ha TPyAX aBToMar v TpoHyn EpmakoBa 3a 1uievo.

— Bcragait, :xMypuK, noexanm!

Erop nopHsisics Ha BaTHBIX HOTax.

— Kyna exarp?

— Kyna-kyna. .. B otnenenue!

— 3auem?

OMoHOBeII HAaTSIHYJI CheXaBIIUI Ha 3aThUIOK OepeT U yxke 0e3 YIbIOKH CKa3a:

— MHoro Bomnpocos 3agaeis. He kaxerca?

— Iocroiite! — Bo3myTuics EpmakoB. — Yto 3a Henenocts?

Benp s He BuHOBAT... [IpocTo 3aiien BHIMUTH KOde.

— JIokyMeHTHI ecTb?

Erop GecriomoriHo pasBen pykamu. He ObLIO y HEro JIOKYMEHTOB... YTpPOM, KOT/Ia YMCTHI
MUJIKAK, BBUIOKIIT TACTIOPT M yAOCTOBepeHue B cToj. KTo Obl 3Hal. ..

— Pa3 nokymMeHTOB HeT, MpuaeTcs IpoexaTb.

DT cnoBa ObUIM MPOU3HECEHBI CIIOKOWHO, HO C TaKOM HEMOKOJEOMMON YBEPEHHOCTHIO, UTO
EpmakoB pacrepsiicsi. OH mouyBCTBOBaJl ceds1 Tak, OyATO MOMasl B KEPHOBA KAKOH-TO Y:KaCHOM
MAIIHHBL. .. [Io CHX TIOp OHM CYIIIECTBOBAJIM OT/AEIBHO, KQXABIN caM 1o cebe: MalliHa IAe-TO AaJIeKO
KpPYTHJIa CBOM O€3KaJIOCTHBIE JKEPHOBA, & OH KUJI OOBIYHOM KU3HBIO — padoTal, e, cnai... U Bapyr
COBEPIICHHO CTyYaliHO OKA3aJICs CIIUIIKOM OJIM3KO OT TOW METAJUIMIECKOM, JIS3Taoe MaIIiHBI,
niepernes Kakylo-To HeBUAUMYIO I'PaHb — U MTHOBEHHO TIPEBPATUJICS U3 CTOPOHHETo HaOJof1aTesNs B
KEPTBY.

— Iovinem, — paBHOAYIITHO MPOU3HEC OMOHOBeII, Jepkxa EpMakoBa 3a pykas.

He yxknanpsiBasioch B ronose... [louemy ero moymkHbl Kynma-to Bectu? Ilo kakomy mpaBy?..
CJOBHO OH HEOZYIIEBJICHHBIA TIPe/IMET.

«OT4ero co MHO 0OpaIalTCcs Kak ¢ mpecTymHuKoMm? Pasge 51 B ueM-HuOyIb BUHOBAT?»

Ha ynune oH BApyr BCIOMHMJI, 3a4€M MpHeXa Clofa.

«JleHbru!» — 000KIJIa BHE3aITHAsI MBICIb.
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CynyBimch B kKapMaH, Erop HaTkHyJICSI Ha TUIOTHBIE OyMaskHbIN nmakeT. Bece ObUTo Ha MecTe.
On ycrniokowics. .. He maii 6or motepsts! e motrom Bo3bMeITh cpas3y CTONBKO?

— [Ipory! — OMOHOBEI1 OTKPBLI MEPE HUM TSKETYI0 METATMUECKYIO ABEPh CIIEIABTOMOOMJISI.

EpMakoB HBIpHYJT BHYTPb. 3/1€Ch ObLIIO CYMPAYHO U MPOXJIA/IHO.

«ToNbKO TIOPHMBI MHE €111e He XBaTaJlo. ..» — NI/ Ha 3apelieueHHOe OKHO, TOAyMaJl OH.
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I'maBa 9

Pe3ko 3aTopmo3uB, MalMHa OCTAHOBUJIACh. [1OCIHBIIIATIMCE OXKMBJIEHHBIE T0JOCA, 3BAKHYII
3aCOB M 3aIVIHYBILUI B IPOEM MUJIMLIMOHEP CKOMaHJOBAJI:

— Brinesain, npuexanu!

OcTOpOsKHO cTyNas 10 JKeJNe3HBIM CTyNeHsAM, Erop crycruiics Ha 3emumo. [71sHyB 1o ctopoHam,
coo0pa3ul, YTO NMPUBE3JIH €ro K OTIEJICHUI0 MUJIULIUH.

— Briepen! — He ann ocMoTpeTbcst OMOHOBeLl. — Pyku 3a criuny!

— 51 uyTo, yx)e apecToBaHHbIN? — OrpbI3Hy/IcA EpmMakos.

OHH BOILIM B TOMELIEHHUE JIEKYPHOH 4acTu. 3a CTEKJISTHHBIM OapbepOM, YTKHYBIINChH B MAIKY
¢ Oymaramu, HEMOJBIKHO CHJIEIT BHICOKOIOOBIN KPSUKUCTHIA MITMLIEHCKHIA KalIMTaH U YTO-TO COCpe-
JAOTOYEHHO MUCaJl. YBUAEB BOIIEAIINX, OTJIOXKWI B CTOPOHY PYUKY.

— Cepera! Kakumu cynp6amu?.. ITo crapoii namsaru?

— IIpusert, Crenanply. .. Exanm Mumo, nonauu Ha Ipaky B Kade. Bor, npuHumaii. . .

— bonbias gpaka?

— Taxk cebe. ..

— IlocTpanasiue ects?

OmoHoBel1 He ycries oTBeTUTh. Jlocese MmomyaBiuuii Erop He Beiaepxkat:

— Jla s u ectb noctpagasimii! [Tpuinesn Tonbko kode nonurs. .. A oHu!..

— Tuxo-Tuxo-THX0! — OCTAaHOBUJI €r0 KanuTaH. — He nrymure, rpaxjaHuH, pazoepemcs.

OdopmiieHre MPOTOKOIA 3aHSJIO HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, MOCJE Yero OMOHOBEIl, J0CTaBUBILUIA
EpmakoBa, nonpouiascs ¢ IeKypHbIM U yILell.

— 51 Toxe Mory uaru? — HauBHO cripocui Erop.

— Her, yBaxaemblii, BAM pHUAETCS TOKA OCTaThCs, — MSATKO, KaK JOKTOpP OOJBHOMY, CKa3asl
MUJIMLIMOHED.

— Ho nouemy? {1 xe Bce yxe pacckazan!

— Hapio ere ycraHoBUTSH Ballly IMYHOCTS. .. KcTaTu, BbI Clly4aiiHO He TOro?

KanuTaHn BbIpa3suTebHO IIEIKHYI HaJbLEM IO Topiy.

— Ha Bel uto! S maxe kode BIMUTL — U TO HE ycrien!

— I'maza y Bac Kak-To CTpaHHO OJIECTST.

— Ecnm 651 Bam GOTMHKOM O MOpJE 3aeXaju, y Bac Obl ellle He Tak 3adnectenu!

— Ho-Ho! — Bbimpsamui cnvny mumnyonep. — He 3a0biBaiitecs !

OH cOBHHYJ B CTOPOHY OyMaru M, yKasas MaJjblieM Ha CTOJI, TOTpeOoBaT:

— Bce, uto ecTb B KapMaHax — crozia!

EpmakoB 3amsuics.

— Her y mens Huuero. Kiioun BOT TOJBKO.

— Bce... Bee nocrasaii! BeiBopaunBaii kapmabi!

Erop BbUIOKMII HA CTOJT KJIIOYM U JIEHBITU. YBUAEB OyMaskHbIN MakeT, opuLep OKUBHIICS.

— Pa3BepHu!

— 3auem?

— Kak 3auem? Bapyr y 1e6s1 TaM HApKOTUKU?

Hexots pa3BepHyB naket, EpMakoB 10cTan AeHbIU.

— Jlosuiapsl aMepyKaHCKUe! — PaJloCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI KallUTaH. — A TOBOPUILIb — HUYETO. . .

— [Ipomy 3apukcrpoBaTh A€HBIY B IIPOTOKOJIE.

— 3a¢ukcupyeM. .. Hy a Tenepp npuaercs nogoxaars. . .

— 3pech? — Erop KMBHYJ Ha CTOALME BAOJIb CTEHBI CTYJIbS.

— B cocennem nomernenuu. Kypasies, npoBoau!

Mostoz10¥i CBETIOBOJIOCHIH JIEUTEHAHT, OTJIOKUB Ia3eTy, CHAJ C IBO3/ CBA3KY KJOYEH.
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— Ioitnemre!

UyTh Jastbliie o KOpuaopy Oblia eie ofHa KomHata. Ha TpeTh oHa cocTosiia U3 4acToKosa
XKeJIe3HbIX MPYTheB. OCTaIbHOE OBLIO «3aIUTO» TIOCKOW-BArOHKOM.

CormpoBoxaatonmii Eropa MUIMIIMOHEp OTKPBUT HABECHOW 3aMOK M, TOJKHYB pPEIIETYaTyio
JBEpPb, MPOITYCTHII €TO BIIEpeI.

«Hy u poxu! — nogyman Epmaxos, Bxoas. — Kyna s nonan?»

Bcero 3nechk 010 YesnioBek cemb. OHM HACTOPOXKEHHO 3aMepITH, PasryisiblBasi HOBEHBKOTO.

— 3npaBcTByNTE, — TUXO cKazail Erop.

— Yero opeliib, KaK UIIAK! — MOCIHIIIATIOCH U3 JATBHETO YIJIa.

Tam, Ha IMPOKOW CKaMbe, HAKPBIBIIKCH MUAIKAKAMH, TOJIOBA K TOJIOBE, JIEKAIU JIBOE YEPHO-
BOJIOCHIX MykuuH. EpMakoB rpomosnyai... EMy coBcem He xoTenoch criopuTb. OH ellie He OTOoIIe
OT HeJlaBHEU JIpaKu.

— DI, crof1a He Cauch! — Mpeaynpeansi ero Bce TOT ke rojoc.

— [ouemy?

— Cger 3acyoHse€llIb.

Erop HexXoTs NOmHSICA U Mepeliies Ha Ipyroe MecTo.

— 3pech Toxe He cuau!

— A r1e %e MHe cuJeTb? — UCKpeHHe yauBuics Epmakos.

— 3Haelb, 1a, 13 TBOU MICTO?

Ho Eropa, HakoHeI1, JONUIO, YTO HAJl HUM MPOCTO u3zieBaeTcsi. I MrHOBEHHO B I'pYIy CJIOBHO
pacnpsiMiIIach CTajbHasi MPYKHUHA.

— Iommen To1!..

— YT0-0? — cMYIJIBIIA OPIOHET TaK M MOANPHITHYII. — YTo cKazan?

C yrposxaionm BiIoM OH JBHHYIICS Ha EpmakoBa. AX, eciu Obl 3HAJ 33/1Mpa, KOro coopascs
B3SITh Ha UctIyT ... Heykpotumas cnenas sipocth copBaia Eropa ¢ Mecra u Opocuiia HaBcTpeuy onac-
HOCTU. U omAATh €My CTajio BCe paBHO — KTO Mepel HUM U CKOJIBKO. . .

Onu cOMMKamch, Kak UCTpeOuTeNn B JIOOOBOH atake. EpMakoB He myrai — OH IIPOCTO IIell.
CyHyB pyKH B KapMaHbl, 4yTh CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAaOOK... B 3TOM IBMXEHUHM 4yBCTBOBAJIWCH TaKasl
BHYTPEHHSISI CWJIa U YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO MPOTUBHUK He BhiIepxkal... He noxonst no Eropa, Opioner
octaHoBwics. Ho EpmakoB mpogokan uary npsiMo, HUKyAa He CBopayuBasi — JIoO B JIOO, Iia3a B
rasa.

— [ToTka, HY MaHUMaellb, ga?! — TeMIepaMeHTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI YCaThld, OTCTYMasl.

Erop npomosskan ABUTraTh €ro B3MISIIOM, TIOKA TOT HE yrepcst CITUHOM B pelieTKy. He BbiHUMast
PYK M3 KapMaHOB, EpMakoB CBUCTSAIIMM IIIETIOTOM POU3HEC:

— Yero T xouenib?.. A?.. Yero xoues!

B 3TOM OTYassHHOM M CTpAITHOM IIENOTe YyBCTBOBAIACh OECIOMIAHAS CHIa KyMYJISITUBHOM
IpaHaThl, CIOCOOHOU MPOKEUb JIIOOYI0 OPOHIO.

— JlagHO, XBaTUT, MYKUKH!

— Ilepecranbre!

Psnom ¢ HUMU OKa3anock cpasy HECKOJbKO 4esioBeK. Erop pasBepHyscs U ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM
orories. OH omryman ceds modeauTeseM.

Korna crpactu moyTuxiu, K HEMy Ha CKaMEWKy MOJCes HEBBICOKUI XYJEHbKUI MapeHeK.

— 3100pOBO BHI 3TOTO Xama Ha MecTo noctaBuiu. OH TYT Bcex yxke 3amapui... Tenepb Oyaer
3HATh.

Mortozio¥i 4enoBeK MpOTsHYI Y3KYIO JIaJO0Hb:

— Bagum.

— Erop.

OHu oM JpyT APYTY PyKH.

— 3a yto Bac ciona? — nouHrepecoBascsi y EpMakoBa HOBbIN 3HAKOMBIT.

44



A. B. AnekcangpoB. «ToT, kTo cuibHee TeOsI. ..»

— 3a gpaky... A te6s?

— la TaK... — mapeHek 3amsiics. — HeynoOHO Jaxe v TOBOPUTb. . .

— Hy, pa3 HeynoOHO, Tak 1 HE TOBOPHU.

— Xors... Epynna, B obmiem. .. Hyxay He Tam, rae Hago, ClipaBuJL.

— Tonbko 3a 3107

— Ha... A s OyaTO BUHOBAT, YTO HUTZE PSAAOM Aaxe IJIATHOrO TyasieTa He Obulo. [IBa MIITHIIU-
OHepa noakatuium — riatu mrpad! A nomapun — crobko Hety. Toraa, Mo, macnopT JaBai. A 3auemM
oH MHe Ha 1ispke?.. Hy BOT 1 npuBesnu croza.

Banum nocran u3 KapMaHa HOCOBOM IJTATOK M MPOTEP 3aMOTEBIIIME CTEKJIa OYKOB. YTO-TO TpO-
raTeJibHO IIeHsUbe OBUIO B €r0 OSCIIOMOIITHOM OJTM30PYKOM TPHUIITYpe.

— Kaxk BBl 1ymaete, B MIHCTUTYT cooOmar?

— He 3Ha10, — noxaut ruieyamu Erop. — Moryt, HaBepHoe. ..

— Ctoigno. .. OX, KaKk CTBIIHO!

— Huuero, ¢ xeM He ObIBaer. ..

— JlagHo OBI XOTh 3a JpaKy, Kak Bac... A TO BeJjb pe0sTa, eclii y3HaIOT — MPOX0/ia He aayT.

OH nomosTyas1, TOTOM ¢ HEOKUJAHHON rOPeYbI0 MPOU3HEC:

— Hy, 3auem! 3auem oHu MeHs ciofa npuse3nu?!

B ronoce Baguma nocnplimanich HOTKY otyasiHus. Kaszasnocs, ere 4yTh-uyTh M IapeHb 3aria-
Yer.

«A 5a? — nogyman Epmakos. — Yero 51-To 371€ch genan?»

OTKMHYBIIKCH K CTEHE, OH YCTAJIO 3aKpbUI Ia3a. Bo BceM Tene olnymaiack Tynasi HOIIIast
6011b. XOTeNOCh MHTh. .. Erop npoBes cyxuM s3bIKOM MO pa3OUTHIM, IOTPECKABIIAMCS IryOam.

Connasi nmonmyapema oxBaTuia ero. Kakue-to yima, oOpbIBKM BOCTIOMUHAHHMI BOZHUKIIU U3
TEMHOTHI. .. [Ipurpe3mioch gajiekoe noay3adsToe IeTcTBO. ByATO OMATh CHOUT OH B JKapKO HATOM-
JIEHHOM KOMHaTe, pasIyIs/IbIBaeT CKa304Hble, IMKOBMHHBIE 1IBETHI Ha cTekie. KpacHoe yTpeHHee
COJIHIIE, OTpakasiCh B HAIUIBIBAX MMPO3PAYHOrO OKOHHOTO JIbJIA, 3aKUIaeT UX U3HYTPH PyOMHOBBIM
SIPKAM OTHEM, OTUEro IMIajIkue OyrpuCThIe BBICTYITB CTAHOBSITCS] IOXO)KMMH HA OOKaTaHHBIE BO PTY
JIeIeHIIBL. .. A 4yTbh BBIIIE, TaM, TJie PACKHHYJIUCh CEPeOpHUCThIE JIMCThsi MOPO3HOTO MArlOpPOTHHKA,
COJIHEYHBI CBET MPEIOMJISIETCS] HA MHOKECTBO Pa3HOIIBETHBIX CBEPKAIOIIMX TOUEK, KaXasi U3 KOTO-
PBIX BCIIBIXMBAET CBOUM OCOOCHHBIM, HETIOBTOPUMBIM OTTEHKOM. 3eJIeHble, CHHUE, KelThie, (prose-
TOBBIE ICKOPKH BOJIIEOHBIM OMCEPOM YKpAIIAOT Mei3ax. BeCKOHEYHO J0ITro MOKHO JTI0OOBAThCS
STHUM YYJOM... A €C/M B3SITh HArpeThIi MATAYOK U MPUIIOKHUThH K CTEKJy, TO B KPYIJIOM OTBEPCTUH
MPOTASIBIIIETO JIbAa MOKaXeTCsl Kpai ynuiibl. Heckoiabko JOMOB, mepeMeTeHHasi J0pora, 3aCThIBIINE
TI0J1 CHETOM JIepEBbs, OMYILIEHHbIE MHeeM IpoBoza. .. Ml He6o — Takoe cuHee, uuctoe. .. Onarh u3-3a
MOPO30B OTMEHIJIN YpokH. Kak xoporro, 4to HUKyAa He Hajo UATH. Llesbiii JeHh MOKHO 3aHUMAThCS
4yeM xouenlb... Ha cTone — pacKpbIThiii 21b00M 1 HOBBIE aKBapesibHble Kpacku. Ha KHUKHOH MoJKe
— poMad 1po uHzeneB. [1o TeeBu30py CKOpoO HAYHETCS] UHTEPECHBIN (PHIIbM. A BeU4epOM BEPHETCS
C paboThI MaMa ¥ MPUHECET Yero-HUOYIb BKYCHEHBKOTO. ...

«Mama, mama! — mogyman Erop, oTkpbiBas ria3a. — Bugesna Obl Tl MeHs ceityac!»

OH npunogHsJICs Ha )KECTKOW CKaMelKe U BBINPSIMUII 3aTeKIlre HOru. Bagum cunen psaoM.

— Yo npoucxoaut? — cpocust EpMakoB, ykasbiBasi Ha COOpaBIIMXCS BO3JIE BEPH JOJCH.

— Jla 3T0 NBICHIA AsAapKa Beex B30amamyTui. ['OBOpUT, 37101 MEHT Ha AEXYPCTBO 3aCTYIIUIL
Bwmecro Toro kanurasa.

— OTkyna eMy 3HaTh, 3710M OH WA JOOPHIi?

— T'oBOpUT, B MPOILIBIA pa3 Ha HEro MOMAaJl.

Erop npuciymancs... YIUTaHHbBIA JIBICOBATHIA MYKUMHA, 03a00YE€HHO TOIISIbIBAS CKBO3b
YaCTOKOJI PEIIETKH B CTOPOHY JIEKYPHOTO TIOMEIIIEHH S, C BUJJOM 3HATOKa HACTABJISUL:

— Ceiiyac HauHeT Ha BHyTpeHHHE paboThl BepOoBath. Jlyuie cpasy cornamarbcs. MHave. ..

—YT0? — cupocuiu y Hero.
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— BuTts Oyner. Beex, KTo ocTaHeTcs.

— Tak yx u 6uth?

— 51 TeGe roBopio. A yaapuuk y Hero — oro-ro! C Hor cBaymut. Harpenuposascs!

EpmakoB B3MIsiHYI Ha cTyeHTa. TOT BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIaj, O YeM TOBOPHUT JIBICHIH.

— BbI gymaere — 310 npaspa?

— Bper, — yBepenHo orBetun Erop. — Jla u notom, yero Ham-To rnepexuBatb? [lombliie Tpex
4acoB HAC 3/1€Ch JepKaTh HE UMEIOT IpaBa.

Cama MBICTTb O TOM, YTO B MHJIMLIMM MOTYT U30MTh, Ka3aiach EpMakoBy Hesenoi. 3aaepxarhb
— na... Ilyctp paxe n HecnpaBeIMBO. OOBUHHUTH B YEM-TO — TOKE BO3MOXHO... Ho 4yT0OBI OUTH!?
ITO HE YKJIaJbIBAJIOCH B TOJIOBE.

— Upnet! Upet! — nporenectes TpeBOkHbIN 1enoT. M Beiea 3a TeM 1Mo KOpUIopY pa3iaiuch
TSDKEJIbIe IIar.

Beicokuii MmyxurHa B (popMe CTapIlIero JeWTeHaHTa MoKasajcs nepes peierkoil. CKIOHUB-
IIUCh K 3aMKY, OH YTO-TO HErpOMKO HarieBajl. EpMakoB pazoOpai ciosa:

«Amn!.. I Turpel y Hor Moux cenu!

An!.. U c nectHull B I71a3a MHE [JISAOAT. .. »

OH Tak u BolIe, CIOBHO IPECCUPOBILIMK B KJIETKY — YBEPEHHO, cMero. Bee Beranu.

— I'pasknane ayKoronvku, TyHes bl U rpoune adepuctsl! Kto xoueT nmopadorats?

— $I! — GOIKO OTBETHJI JIBICHIIA.

— A-a-a! — paIoCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI MATUIIOHED. — [ 'ontoBa 6ocukoM! Thl 4ero onsitb HATBOPHIT?

— Xena cpaina!

— JMe6ommpun?

— Kakoe tam! Pa3Be uto camyio MajiocTs. .. 3aTo OHa MHE — BO! — CKOBOPOJIOH ..

JIbICBIV PUTIOTHST BEPXHIOO I'yOy U MOKa3aa 00JI0MOK 3y0a.

Crapimii JIeiTeHaHT TOMHTEPECOBAJICS, KTO €Ile XOTeJ Obl 3aHAThCS OOIIECTBEHHO-TIONE3HBIM
TpynoM. Ho OGosblne xkenaomux He Haluioch. Toraa OH BRI3BAI OXPaHY U OTIIPABHUII JIBICOTO MBITh
TOJIBI. A OCTaJIbHBIM BeJIeJT IOCTPOUTHCS B OIHY ILIEPEHTY.

Erop co cTyneHToM oka3anuch KpallHUMH Ha JIEBOM (piiaHre. Bbuto HENMOHATHO, /7151 Yero Bce
3T0... MUJIMIIMOHEP C TMOBSA3KOM JeKypPHOTO BBIIVISIAEN BIOJIHE MUPOMIOOMBO. BOT TONBKO yiibIOKa y
Hero OblJIa KAKOR-TO HETOOPO.

— ToBapwi crapimuii elTeHaHT, — oopartwics K Hemy EpmakoB. — MeHs 3a/iepkajii TOJbKO
IJIs1 YCTAHOBJIEHHS IMYHOCTU. TpH yaca, MONOKEHHBIE 10 3aKOHY, MPOILIA. XOTeJOCh Obl Y3HATh,
KOTI/1a MeHsI OTIYCTAT?

MunuioHep yAUBJIEHHO MTPUTIONHST TOHKUE YepHbIE OPOBH.

— 310 KTO TYT Takoit? Tel, 4TO JIK, 3aKOHHUK ?

OHn npubmusuics u okunya Eropa nenkum B3misaom. [lyxibie KpacHbie TyObl ObUIM CIerka
MIPUOTKPHITHI, B TEMHO-CUHHUX I71a3aX 3aCThUIA HAIJIasl yCMeIlKa.

— Kak pamummmsa?

— Epmakos.

— Ilpaka B kace?.. A Thl 3Haelllb, 4TO 3a 3TO nojaraercsi? CTaTbsi JBECTH I1IECTasi, YaCTh BTO-
pad...

— Ho s He BunoBar. Ha meHst Hanayu. §1 BBIHYKJEH ObUT 3aIIMINATHCS.

— 3710 BCe 10 denu. .. [IpuBe3nu-to Te0s. 3HAYUT, Tl U OTBETHIIT.

—3a uro?

— Jla xoTs ObI 32 pa30UTYIO MMOCYAY U TOJIOMaHHYIO MeOeJTb.

«Bot nonain! — nonyman Erop. — I'ie e s nener Bozpmy 7»

Crapiiuii IeTeHaHT OTOIIeJT B LIEHTP U 3aCThU Niepe ctpoeM. Tonbko ceityac EpmakoB 3ame-
THJI, KaKKe UIMHHBbIE Y Hero pyku. POpMEHHBIN KUTENb CUJIEN HA HEM TaK, YTO pyKaBa He JOXOIVIIH
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1o 3ansictuil. Tsoxesnbie BosiocaTbie KyJaku OOITaIUCh TAe-TO BO3JIe KOJIEH. DTO JIENIAJIO €ro OXOKUM
Ha 00e3bsIHY.

B kopunope nocnsimanuck mard. CKBO3b MpyThsl pelieTkH Erop yBuen mpoxoanBIIMX MUAIU-
1oHepoB. OIMH U3 HUX 3arJIsSHYJ B IPHOTKPHITYIO TBEPb.

— JleBbiit! OnATh CBOMX apeCTaHTOB TPEHUPYELIb?

— Wnu, o Mumo! — oTMaxHysics AeKypHBII.

«Kakas eme TpeHnpoBka? — BcrpeBoxkuiics EpmakoB. — UTo OH XOTes 9TUM cKa3aTh?»

A crapmmii JISWTeHaHT MEXy TeM TOJOIIE) K MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOMY KOHILY IIEPeHTH U MTpUKa-
3aJ1 KpaliHeMYy:

— A Hy, KaTOp)aHUH, MOIpbIrai!

— 3auem? — U3yMWICS TOT.

— ITocmoTpio, Kako# U3 Te0s1 CHOPTCMEH.

UyBCTBYSI KaKOH-TO TIOABOX, MYKMYOK HEJOBEPUMBO MOKOCWIICS Ha MUIMIMOHEpa. OqHaKO
OCJTyIIaThCsl HE TIOCMEIT.

—Eme!.. Emre!.. Boirme! — mom3agopusi ero cTapiimil JISMTeHaHT — U BIPYT KOPOTKO, O6e3 3amaxa,
yZIapwl TIPHITYHA KYJIAKOM B SKMBOT. MyKHK CIOXKHJICS MOMNOJIAM U PYXHYJI Ha TIOJ1.

[Nepectynus yepes Hero, ey pHBIN MOMPABII OBS3KY M MOJOIIEN K cieayomemMy. ToT ucy-
TaHHO OTIIATHYJICS.

— Yero aepraeuibes? CToil CLOKOWHO.

— 4 cTo10. .. — pOOKO MPOM3HEC AOATOBS3bIN MAapeHb, HE CITyCKask ¢ MUJIMIIMOHEPA HACTOPOKEH-
HBIX IJ1a3.

MunuioHep OTCTYNWIT Ha [Iar ¥ pa3Bell pyKaMu, Kak Obl jkeJast TOKa3aTh, YTO HUUYETo MI0XO0ro
He 3ambinuiser. [lapers moBepuit... M TyT ke pe3Kuil yaap HOroW B rpy/ib OTIIBBIPHYJI €ro K CTEHe.

Crapneii IBUHYJICS JaJibllie U, TPUOIM3UBIIUCH K OUYEPETHOMY, TOYEMY-TO He yIapwJl, a JIUIIb
cJierKa MoTpenai Mo meKke. ApecTaHT KOHBYJIBCUBHO BTSIHYJI TOJIOBY B IUICYH... DTO TOXOIWIO Ha
UTpYy B PYJIETKY, KOT/Ia HESCHO, KOMY UTO BhINaeT. TONbKO periai 34ech He CIydaid, a UMEHHO OH —
IeXyPHBI MIIMIOHED. BhUTO BUITHO, UTO eMy 9TO HpaBUTCs. [J1a3a y HEro ropesu JIMXopagouHbIM
HE3/10pOBBIM Os1ecKoM. Erop BCOMHMII, T1ie OH BUJIEI MOXOXHUM OJecK... MHOro JieT Ha3aj coceq-
CKMI1 Tal[aH MPUHEC Ha ABOPOBBIE MOCUJIENIKU KJIETKY ¢ KpbIcoi. 3auem? Oka3aiock, 4ToObI MoBece-
JIUTHCA. .. YXBATUBIIUCH CTAJbHBIMU MACCATHXKaMU 32 KOHYMK KPBICHHOTO XBOCTa, OH C HaCJakK/ie-
HUEeM HaOMoaall, Kak THIUT U KOPUUTCs OT Oonu OeTHoe ’KUBOTHOE. B oTUastHuu Kpbica 6pocaiach
Ha TPYThsl, OECCHIIBHO I'PhI3JIa UX MPOAOITOBATBIMH KEATHIMHU Pe3laMH, HO M30aBUTHCS OT MyK He
Morsa. Korja KOHUMK XBOCTa MPEeBPaTHIICS B OKPOBABJIEHHOE MOYAJIO, COOOPA3UTEIbHbIN 3aTEHHUK
B3sUJICSI TTACCATHKaMU IOOJIMKe K OCHOBaHMIO. .. Ha cBoIo Oe/1y Kpbica OKa3anach CIMIIKOM KUBYYEH.
Vike 6e3 XBOCTa, C pa3ApoOIeHHBIMU 32 JTHIMH JIAITKAMH, OHA BCE €111 JbIIIaja 1 )KaJI0OHO TOMUCKU-
Basa... HUKTO He BcTas v He HaOui emy Mopay. U He TOJIbKO IOTOMY, YTO OH OBUI CTapliie U CHITbHEE.
[Tpocto Mornu He nousTh. Koro noxanen? Kpeicy!..

— He umeere npaBa! — cpbiBaioImummMcsi rojiocom rpoussec Baaum, orcrynast nepen npuoimxka-
IOLIMMCS cTapiieeM. — 51 He PEeCTYIHUK. .. Sl HOpMaJIbHBIN YeIoBeK!

— Bce HopmasibHBIE ceiiyac JoMa TeJIeBU30p CMOTPST.

— 41 6yny xa...

VYnaap B KMBOT 000pBaJI ero Ha nosycioBe. COrHyBIIMCh, OH yIal Ha KojieHH. OYKH COCKOJIb3-
HYJIM C HOCA M XJIONHYJIUCH 00 TOJ.

Mumuumonep marnyi Kk Eropy.

«Ecmm ymapur — Buermock B motky! U Oyap, urto Oyner. ..»

Crapiiuii JedTeHaHT OCTAaHOBUJICSI HAIIPOTUB, cMepus1 EpMakoBa AOJITMM U3yYatonuM B3IJIs-
JOM.

— JlagHo, — nmporoBopuJ oH. — KuBH. ..

Erop novyBcTBOBa, KaK y HEro ociadiy HOrM. 3aX0TesIoCh CeCTh MPsIMO Ha TOJT.
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Korpa 3a MumimoHepoM 3akpbllach penierdarasi ABepb, Bce pa3oM OXHUBHIMCh. CMesch u
TMOJIKAJIbIBast IPYT JIpyra, IPUHSUIMCh OOCYKIATh CiyquBIIeecs. TONbKO CTyIEHT THXO CH/ENI B CTO-
pOHe.

— Bce eme He otomen? — cripocuit y Hero Epmakos.

— Bonmurt... — 4yTh cibIIHO OTBETUI Bagum.

OH 6ecroMOIITHO TOMOPTaJl MOJCIEHOBATHIMHY IJ1a3aMH U HaJIeJl OUKU, OTYETO BU]] Y HETO CTal
eme Oosnee kankuM. [IpaBast 1uH3a mocie yaapa o0 1oj NOKPhUIach MayTUHON MEJTKMX TPEIHH, TaK
YTO CTYJEHT MOT TeNepb CMOTPETH TOJILKO OJHUM IJIa30M.

— Huyero... — 6onpo ckazan Erop. — J[lo cBagbpObI 3aKHUBET.

— He 3naro.

— bpock xanaputs! Hukorga B moaapIx, 4To Jin, He noayvan?

Hukorna... { u He npancs Hu pasy.

— Hy, 1b1 naems! Heyxro npasna?

— Vry.

— IoHSATHO. .. DTO [IENI0 TaKoe. .. YUUCh TePIIETh.

Bajum npuiier Ha ckamblo U, NIOATSHYB KOJIEHU K TPYIM, 3aKpbul IM1a3a. EpMakoB cyHyn emy
T0/1 TOJIOBY CBOM MH/IKAK.

— He nano, — nonpo6oBan Bo3pas3uTth cTyaeHT. — [lomHercs. . .

— Iycrsak! — ormaxuysncst Erop.

Emy 1 B camom Jiesie ObUTO HUCKOJIBKO He Kaulb UKaka. Yero xanets? Bece paBHO KOCTIOM yke
0e3HaJIe;)KHO MCIOpYEeH, Majio TOro, YTO BECh B CMETaHe, TakK ellle B Ipake PyKaB UyTb HE OTOPBAJIH.
Jla 1 Ha criMHe, MeX JIOMaToOK — Ipopexa... BHIOpocuTh 1 3a0bITh !

«Bort Tompko B yem Ha padoty xomuth Oymy? Hamo ObLIO XOTh MUIKAK KynuTh... [Ipocodu-
pauics... Teneps, Korja ele JeHbrv nonyyy. Pasee 4ro 3aHATH?»

OH npuKuHYyI, T71e Obl OOJDKUTH JIeHeT. BapraHTOB OKa3anoch HEMHOTO. Beb y HEero B 3Tom
ropojie He ObUIO HU POJICTBEHHUKOB, HU APY3€il.

«JlagHo, Kak-HUOYAb BHIKPYUYCh», — ycrioKom cedst Erop.

OT TAroCTHBIX MBICTEH 3amieMusio cepate. OH ToTep Tpyab JaJOHBI0 ¥ B KapMaHe pyOarlku
Hallynaia MaJeHbKU OyMaskHbIN KaThieK. OCTOPOKXHO pa3BepHYB, TPYCTHO B3JOXHYJ. DTO ObLIH
cTapble TeaTpajbHble OWIeThl. BCTOMHUIOCH, Kak cuaenu ¢ SIHOM psioM, Kak OH JepKall ee pyKy B
cBoeit. .. Erop npencraBu, 4To oHa Jienaet ceituac. MoxeTt ObITh, TIbEeT Ha KyXHe Yai, a MOKeT — ykKe
cruT. .. OH 00s3aTeIbHO PACCKaKeT el O CBOMX 3JIOKJII0YEeHUsIX. M OHM ellle BMecTe OCMEIOTCH. . .

— [Ipocture. .. — 4yTh CIBIIIHO MpOU3HEC CTYAEHT. — He 3Haete, MennyHKT 371ech ectb? Wnu
Bpay XOTs OBl. ..

— 3auem?

— Xyno MHe. .. KuBor... 1 1poxb BO BCeM Tedie.

Bamum ynbiOHysCcs BuHOBaTo. CJIOBHO M3BHMHSSCH, YTO OOECHIOKOMII TAKMM ITyCTSIKOM... Ha
OJ1eIHOM OCYHYBILIEMCSI JIUIIE MEJIKUM OMCepOM BBHICTYIHMJIM KaleJIbKY TOTa.

Iopnoiins k pemeryaroii 1Bepu, Erop B3sics 3a crajibHble XOJIOIHbIE PYThsI ¥ C CUJION MOTPSIC.
HaBecHoii 3aMOK ¢ METaJNTMUECKUM JISI3TOM 3a0apabaHmJI 10 TIPOYIIHHE.

— 31! Kro-uubyms!

— Yero Has10? — TOHECJIOCh U3JAJIEKA.

— Yenoeky mioxo! BezoBure Bpaya!

[Tocne kopoTKo¥ May3bl B KOPUAOPE MOCIBIIIATUCH HETOPOIUIUBbIE Iaru. CTapIivii JedTeHaHT
OOJIOKOTHJICS O PEIeTKY.

— Komy 1yt Bpaua?.. Te6e?

— BoH, Ha 1aBKe JISKUT.

— 3abonen? Ceityac g ero nosneuy!

— Bpl €ro yxe 1 Tak NOJIeYWIN. . .
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—Yro?

— Iocne Bamiero ynapa cier. .. Bpaua Hajgo. A To, Kak Obl Xyke He ObLIO.

OtnepeB 3aMOK, MIJIMLMOHEP CKJIOHWICS Hajl Bagumom. B ero mazax MenbkHYJIO €/1Ba 3aMeT-
Hoe OecriokoicTBO. OH TPOHYII CTy/IEHTa 32 TUIEYO.

— B uem nieno?

Banum cBecnt Horu co ckambu. Mopiach ot 6071, C TPYIOM Cell.

— JXusot 6omurt... Tepriets He MOTYy.

— UYro ThI 371€Ch Iypaka Bajisels! — MpUKPUKHYJ Ha Hero crapiei. — CumyinsHr!.. [Togymaens,
ToMavIo. ..

— IIpaBna, 6omnwr.

— Hy, ecru Bpau Hruero He oOHapyxut!.. Beicyiy u BeITpsCy!

Uepes HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT J€KYPHBI BEPHYJICSI B COMPOBOXK/IEHUH TUIOTHOTO HEOPUTOTO MYXK-
YHHBI B OesioM xajnate. JKuikue Kosblia plKUX BOJIOC 00OpaMIIsT KPYIHYIO JIOOACTYIO TOJIOBY.

Bpau nornpocui cryaeHTa pazerses A0 Mosca, YIOKWI Ha CIIUHY U IPUHSICS KOPOTKUMU TOJ-
CTBIMU TAJIBIIAMU MSATb €70 BIAJIBIA KUBOT. 3aKMYypHB I71a3a, BaguMm TepriesimBo CHOCKII HENPUSIT-
HyIo rporieaypy. Ho eaBa noktop nogoGpascs K mpaBomMy Hoxpedephio — TPOMKO BCKPUKHYJI M MyYH-
TEJIbHO 3aCTOHAJI.

IMocne ocMoTpa Bpau ¢ A€KYPHBIM BBHIILTH B KOpuaop. He ObUIO CIBIIIHO, O YeM OHH T'OBO-
puin. .. Bckope crapneit BepHyJIcs.

— Xugemb nanexko?

— He ouens.

— Moxerib uaTu JOMOI.

— JIaBHO OBI TaK. ..

Baum nogHsIcs, HO IOYTH TYT ke OECCHIIBHO OCesT Ha CKaMblo.

— TI'onosa kpyxwurtcs. He goiitu Mue. .. Mamuny naiire.

— Mozxer, Tebe elre 3CKOPT MOTOIMKJIMCTOB BBIICTUTD?

— Toraa Hukyna He nony! 31ech OCTaHyCh.

— JlagHo, He nypu...

MunuimoHep ObICTPO IIISIHYJT IO CTOPOHAM.

— Bort 181! — OoH TKHYN nasbiieM B Eropa. — [IpoBoauiis ero no goma. U Toxe — cBOOOEH.

Ionnep:xusas crygenTa, Erop Bbiies ¢ HumM B Kopuaop. Bosne aexypky nouHTepecoBascs:

— Kak HacueT u3bsATHIX Belei? Y MeHs Bellb 1ake KJoda OT JoMa HeTy.

Crapiiuii IedTeHaHT 10cTal U3 ceida ero KIou.

— A nenwsru?

— 3a penbramu npugens 3aBTpa. C macnoproM... Ilycts nmoka y Hac nonexar. Hukyna e
JEHYTCS.

Ha nBope ObL1a yxe rimy0okast Houb. OHH T 1O TEMHBIM YJIMIIAM, CJIOBHO KPEIKO MOJIaBIIIe
apy3bsi. inu Toro Gospite. .. JIByCMBICIEHHOCTb CUTYaIu no3adaBuia Baguma.

— Hukora eme ¢ MyXYrMHON B OOHUMKY He XOIWI. .. UTo JTonu mogyMaoT?

Ha cBexem Bo3nyxe emy craiio Jierue. [ a4 Ha Hero, Erop toxe nosecesien.

— A 3Haelb, y MeHsl ciryvaid ObUL. .. — BCIOMHIJI OH, — 3BOHUT KaK-TO MpUsTENb: «Boipyyait —
CbIH JKEHUTbCS HagyMasl» — «[lo3npasiisio, — ropopio. — Tonbko 5 3aech npu yeM?» — « Tl HU TIpU
4yeM, — OTBevaeT, — npoonema ofHa umeercs. .. Hepecte eiie BoceMHaALaTy He MCHOMHWIOCh. Hamo
TMOWTH B 3arc, IOTOBOPUTHCS» — «A ThI CAM-TO YTO, HE MOXeIlb?» — «5 B KOMaHIUpPOBKe, n3 Tari-
KeHTa 3BoHI0. HuKak He BhIpBathes. .. K cBaapOe Tobko mpuey. Thl yx nmoxaonouu. ..» Hy uto Tyt
Oynenb genath? Hamo qpyra Beipy4arth. .. [Tomumm Mel ¢ ero CbIHOM B 3arc. A Tam Hapojy noiHo. U,
YTO XapaKTepHO — Bce napamu. .. Ouepeib 3aHIM, CUIUM, K/1eM. TOIbKO YyBCTBYIO, B HAIILy CTOPOHY
Bce Tak M Kocarcs. CHauana nogymail — MOXeT, B ofiexae Henopsaok? Her, Bpone Bce Ha mecTe. ..
[Torom Haia ouepesp nopomnia. 51 eme 1 pra He yCIiesl pacKpbiTh, a TETKA TOJICTasl, BCSl KAK HOBO-
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TOIHSS eJIKa 30JI0TOM OOBeIllaHHasl, yke uHTepecyercs: «Uro Bac npuseno? Chiymiawo». M cMoTput
IIPY 3TOM TaK, OyITO PEHTTEHOM MPOCBEUMBaeT. S roBopio: «BOT, MPHUIILIH TOCOBETOBATHCI» — «A
41O Takoe ?» — «Jla 3asBJeHre XOTUM TofiaTh» — «Kakoe 3asBienue?» — «Ha perucrparuio Opaka». Y
TETKU YEJIOCTh TaK U OTNaJa. A s mponoyikan: «Buanre Jin, TyT €0 Takoe, JeIUKaTHOE. .. B HeKo-
TOPOH CTENeH! HapyIIaiee OOMENPUHATHIE HOPMBL. .. Tpeldyoiee ocodoro noaxona. . .» o Beipa-
KEHMIO €€ I1a3 HAYMHAI0 [TOHUMAaThb, YTO TOBOPIO YTO-TO HE TO, HO OCTAHOBUTHLCS HE MOTy: «Boiinute
B Halle nosoxenue. .. [lomorurte... B kauecTBe UCKTIOUEHUS. . .» 3/1€Ch 0 MEHsI, HAKOHELl, TOXOJUT
CMBICJT BCEX TUX COMHUTEJIbHBIX BHICKa3bIBAaHUM. §1 BHIKY ceOs1 CO CTOPOHBI B OOIIECTBE TOrO CMa3-
JIMBOTO MaJIbYMKA M, HE 3aKOHUMB (ppa3bl, HAUMHAIO pkaTh. KO MHE IPUCOEIMHSAIOTCS ChIH MPUATENS
¥ caMa pabOTHUIIA 3arca, ¥ Mbl BCE BMECTE X0X0ueM JI0 ciie3. Jlymaro, Co JHsI OCHOBAHUS CTEHBI 3TOTO
KaOWHeTa He CIBIIIAIA HUYero Mogo0Horo. . .

Onu BHIOpaJTUCh HA HTMPOKYIO, XOPOIIIO OCBEHIEHHYIO YIIHUITY, 10 CTOPOHAM KOTOPOW MPaYHBIMU
CepbIMM MCIOJIMHAMM BO3BBILIAIMCh MHOTO3TaXHbIE A0Ma. PefKkue MATHBILKY OKOH CBETUJIMCH B
TEMHOTE.

— Bor 31€ech 1 1 kuBY... — yKa3ayn Banum Ha KpaiiHI0I0 MHOrO3TaxKy. — Elle HuKorga tak
MO3AHO JIOMOM HE IMPUXOIUIL.

— A Kak ke ThI C IEBYIIIKAMH TYJIsSIelh?

— Her y mena neBymku. .. [loka...

Bosne nonbe3ga oHM yBUAEH KEHCKUI CHITYIT.

— Mawma!.. — ckongyxenHo mnporentan Bagum. — Bel TONbKO el moxayiicTa, He TOBOPHUTE,
e MbI OBbLTH.

— JlagHo, — mooGernian Erop. — He ckaxy.
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I'nmasa 10

Bcio Hous EpmakoBa myumimn kommMapsl. CHHIIOCH, OyITO IpeciiefyeT ero Oosbliasi YepHast
cobaka. M xyga Ol HM CKPBUICS OH, KyZia Obl HU CHPSITAJICS] — BCIOAY OHA OKa3bIBAJIACh PAJOM. A TIOJ
KOHEIl M BOBCE IIPEBPATUJIACH B OYKACTOIO TOHKOILIEETO CTY/IEHTA.

«[IpucHuTCS *Ke Takas rajoctb!» — nepeaepHyn mwievyamu Erop.

OH XOTeJ MOYKCTUTD 3YOBl, HO MOCJIe HECKOJIBKHUX HEYIAaYHBIX TOMBITOK OTKPHITh POT OCTaBUII
9Ty 3areto. HUKHsIS YemocTh 0T3bIBasIach TYNOM HoIel 6oibio. .. [InecHyB B o Bojsl, EpmakoB
MOCMOTpeJT Ha ceds1 B 3epKauio. JIMIIOBBIN CHHSIK KPacoBaJICs MOJ MPABBIM I71a30M, Ha IIIeKe KPOBBIO
3arekJIach OarpoBasi CCaJInHa, TYOBl yKacalolle B3LyJIICh ¥ ITOTeMHENU. MBICITb O TOM, YTO MPUAETCS
UJITH Ha padoTy, TIOBEpPIIa €r0 B OTYASTHHE.

«Yro 51 Tam enatp O6yny? KnmenTtos ormyruBats ?»

Ho B pabouem crosne siexkan nacnopr, 6e3 KOToOporo B MIJIMIMY HEJb3sl ObLIO TOTYYUTh U3b-
ATle JeHbI'W. BbIOOpa He ocTaBasoCh.

Bcio mopory B aBToOyce OH CTBHIIUIMBO MPUKPHIBAJICS ra3eToil. Bo B3MIsgax OKpyKaOIUX Tau-
JIOCh MOJTYAJIMBOE OcykJeHKe. Jla ¥ Kak e111e MOXKHO CMOTPETh Ha YeJIOBEKA C TAKOU (pru3MoHOMUEN?
KaxaomMy sICHO — ankoroymk u xyaurad. OT TakKMX HaJo JEpXKaThbCs MOJAJIBIIE. .. XOTs, €CIH pa3o-
Oparbcs, yTo NocThIAHOTO OH coBepiuni? Hudero! IToses cebs Kak HacToAIMIA Myk4uHa. [JocToiHO
OTBETWJI Ha yHWKEHHE. A B pe3yJbrare?.. TO TONBKO B KHHO MOKHO YMUWJIATBCS OTBArou reposi. 1o
TOJIBKO TaM CHHSIKM M CCaJMHBI MOTYT yKpaIllaTh HACTOSIIEr0 My)X4UHY... B )K13HM Bce HA0OOPOT.
[To6uToe nuio — npu3Hak nopoka. He MoxeT HOpMaJIbHBII MyKUMHA XOIUTh C «(PUHTaIOM>». .. 3Ha-
4uT, BhIrogHee ObITh Tpycom? logymaenib, mporsoTiil Obl BuepaniHion oouay. Hukro Os HUUEro
U He y3HaJl. 3ato exas Obl ceifuac, Kak BCe HOPMaJIbHBIE JIIO/IM, HE Ipsya masa. Y, Moxer ObIThb,
JKEHIIMHA, YTO CUIUT HAIIPOTUB, HE OTBOPAaYMBaIach Obl Mpe3puTenbHO. Y 1eHbru Obutu Obl OTAaHbI
BOBpEMsI, U HacueT paboThl Obl He mepexuBal. Tak 4To ke, BBIXOIUT, Bce 3psi?

EpmakoB Tskeno B3oxHy1. He xorenock gymars 00 9ToM.

OxpaHHUK Ha BXOJIE, HE Y3HaB, IIPErpaguil JOpory.

— Ilpuser, Ilawma, — Tuxo ckazan Erop.

— Tr1-b1?! — ynuBwmiics 3umenkoB. — Hu ¢pura cebe!.. ['ne 310 165 Tak?

— Honro paccka3zeiBarts. .. llled Ha mecre?

— Emmie He mogbexan.

— Cnymai, s1 ceiiyac TOIBKO JOKYMEHTH M3 CToja 3a0epy — M Ha3aa. A Tbl, €CIU CIPOCHT,
CKau: ObL, MOJI, ¢ yTpa... [IoToM 1o KJIMeHTaM. ..

— Ckaxy... Ho Beqp oH 3aBTpa TeOsi Bce paBHO YBU/IUT.

— 3aBTpa — 3710 He ceroaHs. Yro-HUOYIb MpUIyMaIo.

C nmacroprom EpmakoB nocniemmn B Mumnuyo. He tepriesioch Noy4nuTs Ha3a, CBOU JEHBIH.

ITo nopore oH mpexacTapisn cede, Kak BOeT U uto ckaxer? Ho korma mepectymmin mopor
paiioTziena — pacTepsuica. .. 3a CTOJIOM CUJIEN HE3HAKOMBIM MUTMLIMOHED.

— S Tyt Buepa ObL1... [deHbru B cefide octamuck. .. CKa3aad yTpoM ¢ MacnopToM NpHIEIIb. ..

— Kak dpamumnmsn?

— Epmakos. .. Erop AnekcangpoBuy.

JexypHblid OpULIEp B35UI CO CTOJA CBA3KY KJIOYEW M BBIIEN B CMEXHYI KomHary. Yepes
MUHYTY BEPHYJICA.

— Her Tam HUKaKuX JeHer.

— Kak at1o Het? — onetit Erop.

— Tak... Her u Bce.

YV EpmakoBa 3a1uioch cepate.

— W 4gro tenepn?
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— He 3na0. ..

— Ho Benp Obii! Beutu genwru!.. VI crapinmii ieliTeHaHT, 94TO Ha BallieM MecTe CHeN — o0e-
maj. .. [oBoput, npuxoam ¢ nacnoproM. .. Ero eie kak-To cTpaHHO 3Bajii — JIEBBIN. ..

— Huuero crpannoro. ®amuius y Hero Takasi — JIeBblil.

— Hy Botr! 4 u rosopwo!.. Crapmmuii neiiteHanT JleBplil BaM moaTBepauT. bbun kimoun u
JEHBIH. ..

— He 3Hato, — noxain mjaeyamu MudiuoHep. — [locMoTpu, MOXeT, OH ellle JOMOW He YIIEe.
['ne-uuGynp 371€ch. ..

Erop ornpaBuicst Ha moucku. JleBoro Hurze He ObUIO... Ho MoYTH HOC K HOCY OH CTOJIKHYJICS
B KOPUJIOpE C KalIMTaHOM, KOTOpbIi1 0popMIIsiil u3bsATHe. Ellle 10 Toro, Kak Ha J1e:XKypCTBO 3aCTyIUII
JleBbii.

— ToBapuiy kanurtan! — oopanoBascst Erop. — MoxHo Bac Ha MUHYTKY? Bbl MeHst momMHuTE?
Buepa oMOHOBIIBI TOCTaBUIIM 3a JpaKy B Kade. Bbl TpoTOKOI 0(popMIISAIN.

— W 4T0? — KanuTaH OKMHYJ €r0 HEIOBEPUYMBBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Bbl enle AeHbpr Ty/1a 3alMChIBaJIN.

— Homnnapsi?

— Touno!.. Hy Bot, Bcnomuwiu!.. Ilomorure, npomty Bac. ..

Onu BMecTe BOLUIM B JIe:KYpKy. Kanurtan nonpocun jate emy npoTokosi. BHumarensHo mpo-
YHUTAB, MIJIUIIMOHEP TIOTEMHEI JIUIIOM U CIBUHYJ OPOBH.

— YT0? — peauyBCTBYS HEJaJHOE, TPEBOKHO cripocui Erop.

— Huyero... — cyxo orBeTn KanurtaH. — Hukakux AeHer mpu Bac He ObLIO.

— Kaxk ne 661107 Ho BB %€ camu. .. Tonbko 4ToO. ..

— Bor niporokos1. Bor Baia nognuce.

EpmakoB ObICTpO B3IJIsIHYJT Ha COOCTBEHHBIN pocuepk. [la, moammch Oblia, HBECOMHEHHO, €ro.
Ho mipotokornt... Ipyroit auct! ¥V TOro, HOMHUTCS, 9yTh-4yTh ObLT HAJIOPBaH YTOJIOK.

«Crom! — ocernso ero. — Koraa st Buepa kimoun 3abupa’t, OH ke MHe Ui POCIHUCH KaKyl0-TO
Oymary noacyHys1. Bor oHo urto! Kak *e 51 Tak onpocToBonocuiics 7»

— JIokyMeHTBI BallM JaiTe CIofia, — CKa3ajl Yepe3 CTEKJIO MUULIMOHED.

EpmakoB mpocyHyn B okouleyko nacrnoprt. IlepenucaB naHHble, JEeKYpHBI IPOTSHYJ €ro
oOpaTHo.

— Bosbmure. .. [ToBecTKy Bam 0 1oYTe MPUIILIEM U C TTOCBUIBHBIM.

— Kaky1o nosectky?

— OOBIKHOBEHHYI0. .. BBl uTO, TyMaeTe, y Hac B OOIIECTBEHHOM MECTE MOKHO IPOCTO TaK XyJIU-
ranuth? Ommobaereck. .. OTBeyaTh MpUAETCS.

— 3a 4ro oTBEyarh?

— 3a XyJIMraiucTBo... B TioppbMy, MOXET, Ha EPBBIM pa3 HE MOCAJAT, HO IUTpad 3ariaTuTe.

— A kak xke... Yto *ke. .. — cnoBa 3acTpsin y Epmakosa B ropsie. OH MOIBITAJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh,
HO He cMor. [71a3a 3aBOJIOKJIa MyTHas ropsiyasi nejieHa, ryObl CKpUBUJIMCH, 3a1pokaid. [1o mekam
PYUbsSIMU XJIBIHYJIM BHE3AITHBIE CJIE3BI.

— Wpure! Mnute! — oTBEpHYJICA MUTTUIIMOHED.

Erop 6pen, cam He 3Has Kyaa. [lyia cJIOBHO OKamMeHesa, HOTY He CITYIIAIUCh. .. EpMakoB noHu-
MaJl — CIy4MJIOCh YTO-TO HETIONPABUMOE, HO BCEX IMOCIIEICTBUI HE MOT €1le OCO3HATh.

JoOpaBmmce 10 IoMa, OH, He CHUMast O0TUHOK, TIPOIIIE]I B KOMHATY M HUYKOM YIIajl Ha JWBaH.
Jlosro jexalt Tak, He ABUTasiCh, CJIOBHO MEPTBBIM, MOKa TeJe(DOHHBIN 3BOHOK HE BEPHYJI €ro K Jeu-
CTBUTEJIbHOCTH.

— Ao, — efBa IeBeNIbHYB rydoamu, Tuxo npousnec Erop.

— K10 3107 — HEyBEpEeHHO IOMHTEPECOBAJIMCH HA TOM KOHIIE.

OH y3HaJI T0JI0C X035IMHA KBAPTUPBI.

—4... Erop...

52



A. B. AnekcangpoB. «ToT, kTo cuibHee TeOsI. ..»

— Tw1? Hy, cnacu6o, yapyxwi!.. S1 cppBaloch U3 rocTei, Jieuy K HeMy Ha BCTpedy, KAy, Kak
nocyeiHui typak. A oH?.. Het, 4TOOBI MTO3BOHUTH, TIPEAYNPEUTh... MO, TaK W Tak, JIeHeT HeT,
JaBaiiTe B CIGAYOIIUN pa3... ITO ele MOKHO ObUTo MOHATH. Ho Beb qake He mo3BoHmMI! 1 copok
MUHYT nposkaai! CKoMbKO Thl MHE yxke He ratuiib? Tperuit mecsin?.. i qymaerniib, MHE JJEHBI'H
He HykHbI? JIeTo Ha Hocy, pa3rap KypOpPTHOTIO Ce30Ha. 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO celvyac KBapThpa CTOUT?..
Bce, Tepnienbe moe sonHyno! Ha xpen mHe HyxkeH Takoi xwien! Beivetaiics!.. Thl cibimman, 4to s
TeOe ckaza? Bei-me-Taii-cs!.. Kimou ocraBuiib Ha crone. Ecim 1o yTpa cam He cheielib — BBIOPOIITy
HAa YJIUIly CUJION!

EpmakoB yapydyenHo momuan. Hukoraa ere X03siMH KBapTUPBI — MOKWION, OOXOAUTEITbHBIN
YeJIOBeK — He TOBOPHJI C HUM TaKUM TOHOM. DTO OKOHYATEIbHO 1000 ero. OH omycTui TpyoKy u
ceJ1 psIMO Ha TOJT.

«Kyna s moviny? I'ne Oyny sxuth?»

Erop 3acraBui ce0st MOIHATHCS U HaYal1 coouparth Bemu. Bee, 4To y Hero 610, BMECTHIIOCH
B YeMO/IaH 1 OOJBIIYIO IOPOKHYI0 CyMKY. Hy U elrie makeT BCSKOi Menoun — 3yOHasl racTa, ImeTKa,
MBLJIO, JIE3BUS 1JIsI OPUTBHI. . .

«Heyxenu 310 Bece, uto Haxkua? He rycro... Komy Thl HykeH ¢ TAKMM [TPUJAHBIM 7»

3axJjionHyB 3a co0oil nBepb, EpmakoB ¢ Bemamu cryctuiicsi BHU3. Ha Bbixozie U3 mogbesna
CTOJIKHYJICS C cocelikoi, Mapbeii FIBaHOBHOIA.

— Haneko i cobpaicsi? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh OHA.

— B xomanaupoBky, — coBpail Erop. Otuero-to He cMor ey cka3aTh, YTO ChE3XKaeT OTCI0AA
HACOBCEM.

— Oi1, a uro y Tebs ¢ surom?!

— Vnau...

[epexBaruB noymnodHee yemonaH, EpmakoB ObicTpo morien npous. Kyna oH uzer, emy ObLIO
6e3pasnmuHo. Horu camu Hecnu. . .

B packanenHom Bo3myxe BUTaI 3amax Harperoro acdainbra. [Ipoxoxue ObUIM KBEIBIMU OT
kapbl. Bckope Erop nouysctBoBas yctajnocTb. [1asblipl ¢ TPYJOM yAEPKUBAIN TSIKETYIO TTOKJIAXY.
Hecreprmo xoTesioch nMuth.

3ameTuB MOOIN30CTH CBOOOIHYIO CKAMEHKY, OH PelIjl HEMHOTO NiepeJoXHyTb. M3-3a rycroii
3eJIeHH PACKUAUCTBIX JIEPEBbEB CONHIE HE JOCTaBajo ciofa. [loatomy 31ech ObLIO MPOXJIAJHEH. . .
EpmMakoB nocraBui Beliy Ha CUJEHbE U OcMOTpeJics. PsioM B apbke mpogaBaiv MUBO.

«Xopomo Obl, XOJMOAHEHBKOTO. ..» — C BOJK/IEJICHUEM TOJyMall OH U T0JIe3 B KapMaH 32 JeHb-
ramu.

Hapo ckazath, 4to feHer y Hero ObUTo HeMHOTO. BepHee naxke — He ObUTO coBceM. Tak, Kakasi-
TO MeJIoYb. .. Ho Kk KoHIty Hezenu Erop paccuuThIBasI MOMYyYUTh CBOM IIPOLIEHTHI OT KPYITHOM CAEIKH.

Kynus 3amnoreBinyio OyThUIKy NBa, EpMakoB MpHCIOHMI €e K Kpal CKaMEeNKH U yaapoM
JaoHU cOUJ ¢ TopibIIKa MpoOKy. [leHa ¢ mmneHreM pBaHyjaach Hapyxy... OH XKagHO TpuUnai K
OyTBUIKE, C HACJAXICHUEM OIIYTUB BO PTY TOPbKOBATHIN BKYC JIE/ISTHOTO HATIUTKA.

Jlerkuii xmenb 3aKkpykui royioy. Ctayio Kak OyATO HEBaXHO — e OH M 4To ¢ HUM. [Ipocto
XOpOIIO ObLJIO CUZIETh BOT TaK, B TEHU BBICOKHX J€PEBLEB, U TyMaTh O KAKMX-HUOY/Ib MyCTSAKaX.

CkoJbKO BCSIKOTO Mycopa. .. OOpbeIBKM Oymaru, (paHTUKM OT KOH(ET, 3aKOJIKa AJIs1 BOJIOC, pKa-
Basi METAJUTMYECKas MYTOBUIIA. .. A BeJlb KaX/1ast N3 STUX Bellel UMEET CBOIO KHU3Hb, CBOIO UCTOPHIO.
Bot xoTs ObI cTapblil TOKENTEBIINIA OKYPOK. .. C MPOILIOro rofa, BUAUMO, 3/1eCh JieKuT. Kakoit-to
YeJIOBeK KypHJI CUTapeTy, IycKas AbIM M BOT TaK e CMOTpel 1o ctopoHaM. [Totom Opocuit oKypok,
BCTaJI U y1uesl. BeITh MOXET, ero camMoro JaBHO Y€ HET, a 3TOT OKYPOK OCTaJICH. . .

EpmMakoB He 3aMeTws1, Kak HayaJlo cMepKarbcs. BAosb 10poru 3aKminch yauuHble (POHApPU.
[Tpoxokue Kyaa-TO MCYe3Nv, MPUIIYIIEHHBIMU CTAIW 3BYKM; HA CMEHY HeJaBHEH kape IMpuIILIa
BEYEPHsIsl MPOXJIAA.

«['me 6yny cnats? Bot 371€ech, Ha 3TOH cKameike 7»
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3abpaB CBOM BEIlM, OH ABMHYJICS B CTOPOHY BOK3asia. JISI3r BArOHHBIX aBTOCILICTIOK, CBUCTKH
MaHEBPOBBIX TEIJIOBO30B — BCE TO HAMIOMHUJIO eMy O mponuioM. Koraa-to TaBHO OH KHJI B JIOMe
HAITPOTHUB KeJIE3HOM JIOPOTU M MTPUBBIK 3aChINaTh MO IPOXOT MPOHOCAIIUXCS MUMO TOE3/I0B.

Ha Bok3ajie 1 BOKpyr Hero ObUIO OKMBJICHHO. [Taccakuppl, MPOBOXKAIOIINE, BCTPEYALOIIHE . . .
Erop ¢ yeMoyiaHOM 1 CyMKO# pacTBOPWIICS Cpeid HUX. M eMy Toxe 3aX0TesIoch Kyia-HUOY/Ib yeXaTh.
Bort Tosnbko kyna?

V Hero HaIUTHCH elrie ICHI'Y Ha KaMepy XpaHeHUs1, U OH ¢ o0JierdeHneM u30aBuiICs OT oOpeme-
HUTEJIbHOW HoIM. [Tapy Hel Tereph MOXHO ObLIIO IOKUTh HAJIETKE. A MOTOM, TISHIIIb, U C KUJIbEM
YTO-HUOYb permTcss. EpMakoB XOTes ocTaTthCsl Ha HOYb B OOJIBIIIOM M CBETOM 3ajie OKUJIAHUS, C
TEJIEBU30POM M I[BETAMH Ha MOJIOKOHHKMKaX. Ho okazasock, 4to Tyna 6e3 Ouiiera He myckaiot. [1pu-
IIJIOCh JIOBOJILCTBOBATHCSI CKPOMHBIM [TOMEIIIEHUEM JIJIS TIACCAKUPOB MPUTOPOIHBIX IEKTPUYEK.

YerpouBimich noynoOHee Ha )KeCTKOM cujieHbe, Erop BBITSIHYJT HOTY M 3aKpbUI IJ1a3a.
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I'maBa 11

B cBoent konTOpe EpMakoB nosBuiics oqHUM U3 nepBbix. OH CrienyasIbHO MTPULIET TOPaHbIIIE,
YyTOOBI O€3 HYX/Ibl HE MEJIbKATh Ha BUY.

OcoOeHHO eMy He XOTeJIOCh BCTPEYaThCsl C TeHEPaIbHBIM JTUPEKTOPOM. YK €CJIM OXPaHHUK
3MMEHKOB ITPHLIES B U3yMJIEHUE OT €0 BHEITHOCTH, TO YEro kJaTh OT HAYAJIbCTBA.

VenunuBmmicy B kabunere, Erop OTKpbUT exeqHeBHUK. MTak, 4To eMy IpeACTOSUIO Ha
cerops?.. Crenath eCATOK OOBIYHBIX 3BOHKOB, YTOYHHUTH KOE-KaKHe JIeTali, ONpeeIuTh BpeMs
BO3MOXHBIX BCTpeY. DTO HECJIOKHO. TONBKO CO BpEMEHEM HaJlo olpeneauTecsa. Yepes Henemo, He
panbiue. [Toka cHMHAKM HE COMAYT, C KJIMEHTAMM JIydllle He BCTpedarbed... Tak, 4ro eme? Bolesn
BO BTOPOU IOJIOBUHE JHA U1 noanucaHus aorosopa. Her, Hu B koeM ciydae! Hamo mo3BoHuUTSs,
NepeHecT! Ha KOHell cieylomei Henenu. Bee... Tenepp maBHOe — HATH HOBOE JKHJIbe. XOTSI OBl
Ha BpeMs.

K o6eny EpmakoB orrpocuii 3HaKOMbIX, HO HUYETO MOAXOIAIIEro A7 cedsl He Haulel. ITO ero
oropumyio. OIHAKO OH HE TepsuT Haiekabl. MOKHO MOMpoOOBaTh IO3BOHUTH MO 0OBSABICHUAM. BoH
ux ckonpko! 1 Bee npenmaraior — KTo KBapTupy, KTo KoMHary. Ho He ycries oH B34TbCs 3a TeleoH,
KaK JIBepb B €ro KaOMHET paclaxHyJach.

— Iled npuexan! Teds TpeOyeT! — B3BOTHOBAHHO cooOmiI BacuH.

[MogHsBIIMCH TIO IMPOKOH OeJI0l JIeCTHHUIIE Ha BTOPOi 3Tak, Erop ocranoBwmiics nepen Kabu-
HETOM JUPEKTOpa. YKe OJHO TO, YTO T€HEpPAJIbHBIA HE ITO3BOHMJ 110 MECTHOMY, HE 3alllell caMm, a
MIPUIVIACKHIT Yepe3 MOChUTLHOTO, He 00EIaIo HUYero XOpOIIero.

— 3apaBcTByNTE, — TUXO cKa3zail EpmakoB. — BeizpiBamm?

JlupekTop ciierka NpUIoaHsiics B Kpecie. JleBass OpoBb, B3BMETHYBILUCh BBEPX, U30THYJIACH
BOIPOCUTEJIbHBIM 3HAKOM. .. Erop cmyTusics. OH MOHMMAaJI, YTO BHIIVISIUT HEBAXKHO: MsATas pyoOalka,
HeIIaXeHHbIe OPIOKY, JIMIIO, 3aruibiBIIee OT modoes. Ho uto TyT MoxkHO cienars?

— Hy u Bupn y Bac... — Ope3riiMBo NOMOPIIMBILIKCH, BbIIABIII TeHEPAJIbHBIN.

EpmakoB npomonyain. MzaeBaresibckuid TOH HayalbHUKA OTOMJT Y HETO BCSIKOE JKEJIaHKE OIPaB-
JbIBATHCS.

— Yro, Heuero ckasatb? [TocmoTpute Ha ceOs B 3epkaso. o yero nokatuiamcs! U ato — Beny-
1A MeHekep cTpaxoBoi (hupMel... Koro Bel cobupaerech crpaxoBath? TonbKo MocaeqHUNA UIUOT,
IS5 HA BaC, OIIUINETCS MO JOrOBOPOM. .. I e BbI ObLIM Buepa Bech JICHb?

— Pa6oran.

— Ho nHa pabouem mecTe 51 Bac He BUjied.

— E3qui o pupmam.

— C takum yuom? B takom Bunie? Hy-Hy. .. 3Haere uro, Erop, a He mopabotars i1 BaM po-
cTeiM areHToM? BpemeHHo. .. A 3a Bac noka Oyaet Jlenouka Pymsniesa. He Bozpaxaere?

Bce nombiio y Epmakosa nepen rnasamu. .. JleHouka! Dta mymnmBas riynas 6ada. CtaHer
KOMaH/I0BaTh MM, YKa3blBaThb, JaBaTh HEJIENIbIE COBETHI. .. XY/IIEro 1 MpeAcTaBUTh ObUIO HeJlb3l.

— CornacHbl? 3amevaresibHO. .. A ceryac uauTe JOMOoM, nepeoaeHnTeck. .. Hy, yero Bbl croute?

— Hekyna uaru... [Joma Her.

— Kak ato Het? ['1ie e Bbl HOuyeTe?

— Ha Bok3zase.

— Yr0? — B Mazax qupekTopa orpaswioch usymieHue. — Ha Bokszane?!

Erop ycmexnyncs. Emy Obuto yxe Bce paBHO. Paborath mox Hayasiom JleHoukH OH He coOu-
pauics.

— JlaliTe YMCTBIN JINCT.

— 3auem?

— 3asBieHue Xxouy HarucaTb. [Io cCOOCTBEHHOMY KeJIaHUIO.
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— Yo k... MoxeT ObITb, 3TO U TpaBHIbHO. He Oyay Bac yaepkuBarth.

I'enepanbHblii iepegasl eMy 4uCThIi JUCT. JlocTaB M3 KapMaHa aBTOpydKy, EpmakoB mpucesn
3a CTOIL.

«Temnepp Bce... — MogyMas OH, INIsA/s, KaK AUPEKTOP CTABUT IO/ 3asIBJIEHUEM Pa3MAIIUCTYIO
noaruck. — CBoOosieH. .. Kak Myxa B mosere».

BepnyBmuch B cBoii kaduner, Erop Hayan cobupars Bemmy. Yarka, JoxkKa, 0OyBHas IIETKa,
Habop ioMacTepoB, ele Kakas-To Mejaodb... M TyT B3risaa ero yman Ha TesiepOHHBIA amnmapart.
3axoTenock NO3BOHUTH SIHe.

Ha6pas Homep, EpmakoB ¢ 3aMupaHieM cepiiia yCublai MpoTsKHble TyAku. [laisiibl cyno-
POXXHO BIMJIUCH B TPYOKY.

— Ao, — IoHeccs 10 Hero 3HaKOMBIM ToJI0cC.

— fIHouka, 3npaBctByil! D10 £, Erop!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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