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Knura 1. JIoBen 3B€3 1

«.. .BCTCp TF'OHUT U3 Kpad B Kpaﬁ HU3KHUE CBUHLOBBLIC Ty4M. I/I, CJIOBHO HOI[FOHHCMLIfI 9TUM
BETPOM, U3 Kpasd B Kpaﬁ UAET YyenoBek. 1 onoBa ero OITYIIICHA, Ha MJie4yax TSOKENas Cyma, NJIMHHbIC
TEMHBIE OJEK bl 3a7IaTaHbl BETPOM, U Ha HUX OTIIEYATOK BEKOB. Kto OH, X1 4YTO I'OHHUT €10 I10 CBeTY?
HO‘{CMY HCHACTHE, XOJIO UJIU CTpAlllHad Kapa HE OCTAHABJIMBAIOT ero?

Ero nazeiBaor JloBom 3Bé3IL, M OH KOYYET 110 3€MJIC OT 3BE310I1a[Jd K 3BE310IIaNy. OH 3Haer
BCE 0 MaJarolux 3BE€31aX. On CO6I/IpaCT HX B CYMY, KOTOPYIO HOCUT 3a IJIEYaMU CTOJIbKO JIET, CKOJIBKO
Ha 3eMJIE CYHIECTBYET YCJIOBCK. On He 3HACT, KTO OH U OTKyla pOAOM. OH 3a0bl1 CBOM BO3pacT, u
Jaxe cooctBeHHoe ums. OH BOO6H_IC HHUYETO HE 3HACT U HEC YYBCTBYCT.

OH JI0OBUT Ha JICTY IIaaroniume 3BE3/bl. JIUIIb €My OTHOMY BE€IOMO, YTO HECYT B cebOe MaJIeHbKHeE
IOCJIaHIIbI BCEJICHHOM. JIoel1 3BE3, COXPAaHACT pAaBHOBECHUE HA 3E€EMIJIC. Taxk rmacut nerenga. Hukto
1 HUKOIr'Ja HE BUIE .HOBL[a, BO3MOKHO IIOTOMY, 4TO IIO JIETECHAE JIMIO €Tro 6e306pa3H0, a Ha CIIMHE
OT TAXKECTU CYMbI BBIPOC OFpOMHHfI F0p6, " OH YMEJIO CKPbIBACTCA OT JIIOACKUX IJIa3. A MOXKET, OH
MpoCTO HeBI/IIIHMLIfI WJIM HET ero BoBce. Bcé 1o ocraérces TafIHOfI, O4YC€CHb KpaCHBOﬁ JICFCH)IOfI. L

— ThI emm€ He ocnerna? — Kupuiii XJIONHYI JaA0HbIO MO PACKPBHITON KHUTE U 3aCMESICS.

Cresuta B3porsyia u pe3ko cena. OT 3Toro raMak 3akadajics Tak CUIIBHO, YTO JEBYIIKA €/1Ba
He BbInasia U3 Hero. Kupwiia sto paccmermio emg cunbHee. OH BIXBATHII KHUTY U3 pyK CTeibl
1 MPOJIEKJIaMUPOBAJL:

— «JlereHapl ¥ CKa3KM O 3BE3THOM HeOe», — MPOYMUTAT OH Ha3BaHME W MOMAaxal KHUIOW HaJ
rosoBoi. — Ctesuta, Korjaa Thl BEIpacTels?

Cresuta BcTajia ¥ MoJTya MPOTSHYJIA PYKY 32 KHUTOM.

— Crenna unraer ckasku! Cremia yntaer ckasku! — Kupuint npbirast 1 pasMaxuBajl KHUTOU y
ce0s HaJ TrOJIOBOIA.

JleBymika 3a HUM HaOmoaana 6e3 TeHu ynslOku. Kuprity Hajgoeno ckakarb, TeM Oojiee 4To
ero mryTky He oueHwiu. OH ynbIOHYncst 1 BepHya Cresuie KHury. [IeByIika HarmpaBuiach K oMy,
Kupusn nomeén psaom.

— 41, BooO11e, yero 3aIesn, — oH Mckoca norisasBail Ha CTtesuty, — MOCIeAHUe THU KaHUKYIL.
INocne3zaBTpa B 1IKOIY. MBI XOTEJ M CErOJHS BeUepOoM OpraHU30BaTh 10X07 B jiec. Her, He ¢ HOueBKOil.
ITpocto nocuaum y Koctpa, OyaeM pacckasblBaTh CTpAIIMIKK. Thl Kak?

Cresuta ocTaHOBWJIACH Y KPbUIbLA M C TOCKOW ycTaBmiiack Ha Kupuiina. OH oueHb roapoc 3a
neTo ¥ 3aropes1. OH BBIIVISIEN CTapllie CBOUX JIET, TPYAHO ObLIO IOBEPHUTH, UTO EMY €/1Ba UCIIOIHUIIOCH
ceMHa1aTh. JIErkas pyoarka, 3acTErHyTas TOJIbKO Ha IBE ITYTOBULIbI, OYEHb BHITOTHO OJYEPKHUBATIA
penbed ero Mpil. OH CTOsUI, CKJIOHMB T'OJIOBY Ha OOK, M LIyPWJICS OT SIPKOTO COJIHLIA — 3IaKHUii
Mayo, JIATHHOAMEPUKAHCKUI TUII ¢ OOJIbIIMMU 3eJEHBIMU I71a3aMU. T10JT HIKOJIBI CXOIMIIO IO HEMY C
yma. Creia B3aoxHyna, Kupusut Obt el HerpusiTeH, OHa cama ceOe He MOIvIa OObSICHUTh — TIOYEMY.
Bo3morkHO 13-32a 3T0# cBOel cynepnonynspHocTi. ExaTh ¢ HUM Kyna-i10o He XoTenock, Ho Crena
COBEpIICHHO He yMesa OTKa3biBaTh. Kaxk/10e «HeT» CTOMIIO el KONIOCCAIbHBIX YCUTHM.

— 51 He 3Hal0, — OHA NoOXaJia 1ie4amMu. — Mama Bpsji JId COIACUTCS MEHs OTITYCTUTb. . .

— JlaBaii 51 ¢ Hell OroBopIo, — xkKBO npeaaokmiI Kupumr. — £ ckaxy, 4ro Oymy ¢ To60i psiom,
Oy/ly OXpaHATh OT AUKUX 3BEper M JIMYHO JOCTABIIIO JOMOM.

— A Kkro em€ Oyner? — ycrano npotrsaHyaa Cresa, Tak, JUib Obl cipocuTh. OHA 3HAJA, YTO
He MoeJieT.

— Crapas xomnanus, — oxusuics Kupu, — kak Beerna: AHToH ¢ Kapunou, Ceprent ¢ AHen,
Mmoxert ew€ Ouner ¢ Mpoid, HO 1 He yBEepeH, Hy U 11...

— Ila, a Tbl, 3HauMT, cO MHOM? — CTesl1a MOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETro B YIIOp.

Kupuin nomopiumics.
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— Hy, 3a4em TbI cpazy 37MIIbCsA? — eMy CTaIO AOCAIHO, B 00IIeM, Kak Beerga. — 51 ke Hu4ero
crparHoro tede He mpeasarao. OObIYHBINA MMKHUK Y KOCTpa, modontaeM. Thl ke U Tak MOYTH HU
c keM He oOmaenibesi! Bynmer Beceno. Hy, pa3se uto Tl MeHs1 GouIbesi? — MapeHb MOCMOTpesT Ha
Creuty HaCMelUIHBO.

Creuta pa3o3/1uach.

— Hy, Bo-niepBbIX, 51 TeOs1 HE O0I0Ch, HE HYKHO cede JIbCTUTh! A BO-BTOPBIX, 51 HE OO0 Mo00-
HBIE BBUIA3KHM M TOJIBKO MO3TOMY HUKYy/A ¢ ToOOW He moeny. Be€, moka!.. — Crenna mpodexana Tpu
CTYTEHbKH KPBLJIbIIA U CTOJIKHYJIACH B IBEPSIX C MAMOM.

— U kypna 310 THI He Xouelb uATh? 3apaBcTByid, Kupioma, — MmaMa yasioanack.

Crenna BHyTpeHHe 3apbryaia. Mama oboxkana Kupmia. Kak e — Takoil KpacHBbIA MaJTbYUK
U3 OYEHb MTPUJIMIHOM, BO BCEX CMBICIIAX, CEMbU, XOPOIIO YUUTCSI, OONBIINE TIEPCIIEKTUBBI, @ BOT YKe
1Ba rofa 0e3ycHenHo OKa3biBaeT 3HAKM BHUMaHM s e€ Jouepu. A OHa, Jypéxa, MPOCTO 3aMeuarh 3TOro
HE XOueT U, IVIaBHOE, 1axke He 00bscHseT nouemy! A Beapb CTesuia, K TOMY ke, M He KpacaBHIIa JaJIeKo
— XyJeHbKasi, C Y3KMM JIMLIOM, OOJIBbIIMMH MPO3PAaYHbIMU IJIa3aMU M KOMHOW YE€pHBIX Bosoc. OHa
COBCEM He OblIa MIOX0’Ka Ha CBOMX OIHOKJIACCHUI], KOTOPHBIE BHITJISIZIENH YKe COBEPIIEHHO B3POCIBIMU
)enmHaMu. .. Ctesuta ckopee moxoawia Ha OneJHoro, yrioBaroro anbda. Tem Gonee, koraa rox
Hazan ymep oter; CTesuibl, MaMa He Ha HIYTKY 3a0€CHOKOMIACh O OYIyIIeM JOYKH.

Oren Ctesutsl He ObUT OUEHb MPEYCIEBAIIUM YeJTOBEKOM. M 10OM B 3TOM MPECTUKHOM paiioHe
OH KyNWJ, TaK CKazaTb, 10 ciaydao. Ho mpu BcéM mpu 3TOM OH ObUT TEM CTEpKHEM, TeM IIEHTPOM
B CEMbe, KOTOPBIM B Ujiealie U JOJUKeH ObITh KaXAbI MyXunHa. Mama He Moria 6e3 Hero rmpuHsITh
peleHus, BCerja KajoBajach eMy Ha JeTedd, eciy oHu mamwid. Eif ObUTo 32 KOTo cHpsTathCs B
mo6oii cutyaruu. U teneps, Korma Myxa He ctano, Mama CTesutbl MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHA OJJHA Ha
nionie 6051, 6e3 npukpbITUs. OKa3aI0Ch, YTO OHA HE YMEET Pa3roBapuBaTh C AETbMH, HE IOHUMAET UX
HACTPOEHMS M He MOXET UM NIoMOYb. M moTtoM — (puHaHCOBbIe TpodiieMbl. Benp cOepeskeHnii Hagouro
He xBatiT. Mame CTesuibl BliepBble 3a J0JTHe TO/Ibl MPHUIIUIOCh UATH padoTaTh.

VY Cremnsl Ob11 emé muaammi Opar. EMy Bcero 4eThipHaIaTh, CaMblii CKBEPHBIN BO3pacT —
CJIOXKHBIN yTPIOMBIN MOAPOCTOK. OH peryyisipHO MPOTYJIMBAI IIIKOTY, U C STUM OeTHOM KEHIIUHE TOKE
ObLIO CIIMIIIKOM CJIOKHO CIpPaBUThCs. Bce 3TH BHE3aITHO CBAIMBINMECS TPYIHOCTH W MOATONKHY/IA
Mamy CTeJutsl K Ufiee YCTPOUTh CKOPOe U YIauyHOe 3aMyskecTBO Joukr. OHa cama cebe He Ipr3HaBa-
JIach B TOM, YTO XOYET MOMPOCTY CIMXHYTh J0Ub C €€ MpodieMaMu Ha uyxue riieun. Mama yoexaana
JOUKY, a U caMy ceOsl, TIOKaJyil, YTO yIauHOE 3aMYKECTBO — 3TO UMEHHO TO, YTO HEOOXOAMMO KakK-
IO KeHIIMHE. A s pOJY YCTIEITHOTO MYKa, KaK HUKTO, MOAXOAMT oqHOKIaccHUK Cresutsl Kupui.

Cresa He CONpOTHUBIISIACh, HO U He cortamaiack. OHa npocto momyaia. Co cMepThio OTHA
OHa Hay4miach Momyath. [1o mpaBie ckasarh, 1 10 9TOro neyaabHoro coobitust Cresuia He Obl1a 0000
pasroBopunBoii. He Oblia OHa qyII0i KOMITAHUY WK TTPOCTO 330PHOM, OOIIUTEIbHON JEBUOHKOM. B
MJT/IIINX KJIaccax y He€ ObUIM MOAPYKKH, C KEM MOXKHO OBLJIO TOTYJISITh WA TOOONTATh 1O TeseoHy,
HO KOTJIa TPH rofia Hazajl OTerl Ky 3ToT 1oM, ¥ CTeia nepelia B HOBYIO IIKOMY, BCE M3MEHUIIOCh.
3/1ech Mo-HACTOSIIIIEMY OHA TaK ¥ He Ipykuiack. E€ npy3psamu crami kaurd v emmg otell. C HuM ObUTo
roBOpuTh 000 BcéM Ha cBete. Ho ero cmepth Hayumina CTesuty EeHUTh MOTYaHUeE.

Bor Tonmsko Kupumn... O yxke ngBa roma OesycremHo atakoBain Cresty. Ero sipoctHbie
MONBITKA YXaXMBaTh TIOHAYATy pa3fpakaliu, a Tenepb yke yTOMJIsM IeBymKy. CHavana OH 3TO
Jenan OTKPHITO, HATJIO M Harokas. Ho motom Havan feiicTBoBaTh UCoATUINKA. OH HEOTCTYITHO Clie-
noBa 3a Ctesuiol, Kak TeHb. UTo Obl OHA HU Jienana, Kyna Obl HM Hampasiisiiack, Kupuit Be€ Bpems
okasbiBasics psagom. CTeluie MHOTAA Ka3aloch, YTO OHA eMy TIIyOOKO Oe3pa3iinyHa, a Ha CaMoM Jefie
Kupusiom ABMKET OXOTHUYMI UHCTUHKT. Hy, BOT, HE MOXKET OH CMUPHUTBLCS C TEM, UTO €r0 OTBEp-
raior.

— Tak 4TO TYT MIAHUPYIOT MOU JIETKHU? — MpOTIesa Mama, He TiepecTaBast yIblOaThCsl.

Cremny mepenépryno. Eil ObUIo Tasko, Korja Mama roBopwia o Heid ¢ KupuiioM, kak o
napoyKe.
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— Huuero He muianupyem, — CTesuia HOTONTAaNACh HA MECTE, MBITASICh TPOCKOYUTH ME3KLY MaMO
Y TIOpy4YHeM U Jo0patbes 10 1Bepu. IIpockounts He momyuminock, Ctesuia HaTKHYJIach Ha MAaMHHO
IPaHUTHOE TUIEYO U OCTAHOBUJIACH HA cTylneHbkax. OHa B ynop nocmotpena Ha Kupuia. — Kupuin
yke YXOIUT, Mama. ..

— 4 npurnacun CTety Ha IMKHUK CErofiHsI BEYEPOM, — C HEBUHHBIM BUI0M 3asiBuiT Kupu.
OH npekpacHo 3HaJT oTHOIIeHKE K cede CTe/utbiHOM MaMbl. — MBI TIoe/ieM JIByMsI MalllMHAMM, 3]1eCh
HEenojaieéKky ectb oTmuHoe Mecto. 51, CTenna u HeCKOJIbKO Apy3eit u3 kiacca. [Ipocro mocuaum y
KOCTpa, MMOCMOTPUM Ha aBr'yCTOBCKME 3Be3zmomnan. Kaxercs, 310 TBosi Tema, — Kupwin KuBHY! Ha
kHUry Cresuiel. — {1 npuBe3y Cremy B LIEJIOCTU M COXPAHHOCTU. MoskeTe Jake BpeMsl Ha3HAYUTh.

— O#4, 1a HM K YeMy TOpOIUThCS, — MaMa 3aMaxasia pykamu. — Beuepa HeiHue T€ruibie. ['ynsiite
XOTb 10 yTpa. {1 Tede, Kupiora, moaHOCTHIO OBEPSIIO.

— A MO€ MHEHHe HUKOTO UHTepecyeT? — Tuxo Bo3myTuiaack Cresa.

Mama oOHs1Ta e€ 3a TUIeun.

— JloyeHbka MOs1, HY HUKTO ke TeOsl He 3aCTaBJIsieT, — OHa TOBOPWJIA TaK, CJIOBHO 3HaJa, U4TO
e€ CHUMaeT CKpbiTass kamepa. — Tonbko Kupusut abCcoToTHO TpaB — THI BCE JIETO JI0Ma MPOCHUIENA,
CKOJIBKO K€ MOKHO? A TYT Takasi yyJecHasi BOSMOXHOCTb Pa3BesAThCs, OTIOXHYTb.

— 4 3aeny B Bocemb, — 3acusin Kupwii. — [lo Beuepa, Cresia. ..

Cresuta BRIpBajiach U3 MaMUHBIX OOBATUIN 1 TONLTA B oM. OHa HampaBUiIach Ha KyXHIO, PyKH
y He€ gposkayi. OHa HajWiIa B CTakaH BOJBI U YacTh MPOJIMJIa Ha 1oj1. B KyxHIo Biietesia Mmama.

— Crenna, 51 Teds HE IOHUMAIO. .. — Havajla OHa U TroJioc e€ ye He ObLT TAaKUM YXK CIIaKUM.

Cresna 3Hana conepkaHue JeKIUU Harepés AOCJIOBHO, IOTOMY HE /ajia €l JOTOBOPUTH:

— Mawma, 3710 51 He noHnMaro Teds1, — rojoc y Cresutsl cpbiBajics. — Ecim Tebe Tak He TepnuTcst
OT MeHsI U30aBUTHCS, TO XKIATh HEAOJTO OCTAJIOCh — BCETro OMMH y4eOHbIH roj. 51 yeny, He JOKXUIasch
BBIITYCKHOTO. JIail MHE BO3MOKHOCTh OKOHUYMTB ILIKOJTY !

— YTO THI TOBOPHIIIB? — 71232 MATEPU OKPYIIAIUCH. — [IpOCTO MHE He HpaBHTCSI, KaK ThI TIOCTY-
naenib ¢ MaIbuuKoM. YUto TeGe B HEM He Tak? OH KpacHBBI, OH YMHBIH, OH U3 CEMbH MPEKPACHOM. . .

Cresuta TpOXHYyJIa CTAKaHOM O CTOJI M HAIIPaBUJIACh K JiecTHUIIE. PasroBapuBath ObLIO, Kak Bee-
rua, OecrioyesHo.

— Ero cembs cTo/1bKO HaM 1oMoraiia rocJjie Toro, kak ymep namna! — noHecsocs ei ciesl. — Mue
HETIPUSITHO, YTO THI TaK MOCTYMACIIb C UX CHIHOM. ThI eIg, — HaBepxy rpoxHyna aBepb CTesuIbIHOM
KOMHATBI, — ThI €€ MHOTOTO He MOHUMAEIllb. . .

Mama 06eccuIeHO OIyCTHIIACh Ha CTYIL.

— §I cama HUYero yxe He IOHUMAI0, — OHA 3aKpbljia JIMLO PyKaMH U 3aIljlakaja.

«...MeTeopuTHBIE HOKIU OCOOEHHO XOPOIIIO BUAHBI HA HOUHOM HEOOCKJIOHE B aBryCTe U CEH-
Ts10pe. DTO 3aBOpAKUBAET: MTHOBEHHBIH MOJIET, OTHEHHAS! BCIIBIIIKA HA HETIOABMKHOM TEMHOM Heoe.
MplI 3aragpiBaeM KeJlaHusi, MOKET MIMEHHO MX coOupaeT k cebe B cymy JloBell 3BE31, Iepexos u3
Kpas B Kpaii o 3emyie? OT 3Be3/0Maaa K 3Be3A00ay. . .»

MarmuvHa ¢ JIeTKiM HIOPOXOM paszpesaiia MpOoXJIagHbIA BO3AYX CyMepedHoro mocce. Kuputy
XOTEJIOCh MOXBACTaThCsl YMEHHUEM BOOUTH M KJIACCHOM TAUKOW, KOTOPYIO OTell MOJapHl eMy 3THM
JeToM Ha cemHaauaruierve. Ctenia cMoTpesna B OKHO. Betep ppiBKaMu OpocaJics eid B JIMIIO U Iy Tal
BOJIOCHI.

— IpukpwITh OKOMIKO? — Kupriin 3a00TMBO KOCHYJIcs pyku. CTesia OTOIBUHYJIAC.

— Bcé HopmatbHO. ..

Kupusn Brmounn My3biky. Trxass MeieHHasi MeJIoisl Kak-TO He TapMOHHPOBaja C Cyma-
CILIEIIEN CKOPOCTHIO JIBMKeHHs MamvHbl. HaBepHoe, Kupuit 3170 MOYyBCTBOBAI M COABHUJI CKO-
POCTb.

— Crena, 51 TeOe HempuUATeH? — CIPOCUIT OH BIPYT.
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Cresuta HeBOJIBHO yabIOHY ach. OHa MmogymMala, uto 3aaBasi 3ToT Borpoc, Kupust molyercs
co6oii B 3epkasio. Cresia mokayaia rojoBoi, He 000paunBasich.

— Toraa B uém aeno? — He yaumavicst Kupwu. — 41 ke He Bey ceOsl Harjio, pa3Bsa3Ho. S HU4Yero
oT Te0s1 He Tpedyio. Ho MHe HEMpUATHO, YTO OT KaKI0TO MOETO IMPUKOCHOBEHHUS ThI B3/IparvBaellib,
CJIOBHO $I KpbICa WJIH kaoa. ..

— Tol He xaba, — Ctena eiBa yaepkanach, 4TOObI HE paCCMESAThCS.

OHa, He OTpBIBAsICh, CMOTpEJIA Ha JIEC, IOTPYKEHHBIN B CyMepKu. OH Ka3aJicsi COBCEM TEMHBIM,
TOJIBKO 11O HeOy, HACBIIIIEHHO CUHEMY, MOXHO OBLJIO IOHSATH, YTO €Il HE HOUb.

Kupwiin pe3ko ocTaHOBMII MallIMHY.

— Crenna, Bc€ 3T0 yKacHO TIIYIIO, — C A0Caol pon3Hec oH. — Ecm Tebe u BripaBy coBceM
HE XOUeTCs Ha 3TOT AypalKuil MUKHHUK, s ceiuac e 0TBe3y TeOsi JOMOM.

Creine crano xanko napHs. OHa OTBepHyJIach OT OKHa UM B3MIsAHYJa Ha Hero. Kupwuin cunen
TaKOHW PacCTpOEHHbIN, HeNOX0Xkuid Ha cedst. CTesuia yIbIOHY/Iach CO BCel APYKeTOOHOCTHIO, HA KOTO-
pyio OblIa cocoOHa.

— Bcé B nopsaaxe, Kupuin. Tel ke 3Haellb, 1 He caMblil KOMIIAHENCKUI YeJIOBEK, TaK YTO JEJI0
He B TeOe. [loexanu, 51, mpaBaa, He mpoTHB. — CTesia CHOBa MOBEPHYJIACh K OKHY. B Takre MUHYTHI,
korga Kupwn kazanicsi uCKpeHHUM U paccTpoeHHbIM, CTesuia qyBcTBoBasa cebst BuUHOBaTon. Bos-
MOXHO, OHA JISICTBUTEJIFHO HECTTPABEIMBA K MAPHIO. . . — 3Haelllb, KOT/a rara noruo, CTOJIbKO BCETo
HABAJIWJIOCh, — TUXOHBKO cKa3ana Crea, — Mama, 6par. .. Y, BooOie. .. Thl c1aBHBIN NapeHb, HO. ..

— 4 Bc€ noHnmaro, — Kupuiin 3aBésn MOTOp, U MallliHA CHOBA IBUHYJIACh C MeCTa. — Sl NOHUMAIO,
teOe Tskeno. Ho, s1 Bceraa xoten ObiTh TeGe npyrom. CoBepiieHHO UCKpeHHe. Thl MHE BepHIlb?

— Bepio, — Tuxo ckazana Cresia.

MarmvHa cBepHYJ1a Ha JIECHYIO IOopory. 37ech, B 4aliie, ObUIo yxke coBceM TeMHO. Kupuu BKJo-
ym1 (haphl, ¥ BCKOpE MoKa3aiach MaliiHa AHTOHA. PebsiTa pacrioyioMIUCh Ha JTyKalKe U yxke pa3o-
KIJIM KOCTEP.

— Kuproxa! — 3aBornu rpoMusa AHTOH.

OH nox6exan u npeiray1 Ha Kupusna, ToT yBepHy/cs, a AHTOH IO MHEPIMY TIOHECCS BIEPEN
U Bpe3aJics B 1epeBo. [IeBUYOHKHU 3aCMESIIUCh.

— A MBI iymMaiIy, Bbl YK€ HE MpUENIETE.

— Mbl genaeM IuKHe MAlIbIKY, — 3acMesiach AHs. — CTena, Uiy K HaMm.

— A 49t0 3HauuT — AUKKe? — He noHsia Crena.

— Wnu, nocMoTpuiib, — AHTOH NOATONKHYI CTesuTy K JEBUOHKAM.

— DTO MANUIBIKA Ha AUKUX BeTKax. I mx coOCTBEHHOPYYHO cpe3as, — noxsactan Cepreit. —
Hy uro, geBuonku, roropo? [onuim xapuTh.

[Hamuteiky ObUTH U3 KoTOack ¥ XJie6a. Kaxaplii 1epkail CBOM MANUIBIK B PyKe U KapwJI JI0 TOU
CTereHH, 10 KOTOpoi emy xotesiock. Bee Becemmch. Cteria 4yBcTBOBalIa ceOsi O4eHb HEYIOTHO B
aToi Kommanuu. Eif Ka3zanock, 4To Bce MpUCMaTpuBaloTcs K Hell M K Kupwuiity, neitasch MOHATH —
BMECTE OHU WJIH eIIE HeT. DTO ObUIO HEMPUSTHO.

Wpset u Ornera He ObLJIO, TOSTOMY MTPUCYTCTBOBAJIO, TaK CKa3aTh, TPH Mapbl: AHTOH ¢ KapuHo#,
Cepreii ¢ Aneit, Hy 1 Kupwii, Beixogurt, ¢ Helt, Ctesioi. MajbuMIlKy TO U JeJ10 NEPerisiIbiBaINCh
Mesx1y coOOi, MHOTO3HAUMTENbHO KuBast Ha Cremty. Kupwin caepkaHHO yipioaics, HO 10 BCEMY
OBLIIO BUOHO, YTO OH JIOBOJIEH.

CriupTHOTO He B3sUIH, JIaXe THBA, MOTOMY YTO MaJIbUUINKU Obln 3a pyném. M Cremty 310
00paZoBayio, XOTs TOJKY OT TAKOTO BO3JepXkaHus ObLI0 Masio. BeduepuHka Oblia Oe3a1KOTOIBHOM,
HO BCE€ 3aKOHYMWJIOCH, KaK U Tpe/rnosaraiock. [locie nopiuu aHekJOTOB U CTPAIIHbIX UCTOPUI BCeM
PE3KO 3aX0TeI0Ch IPOUTUCDH, MPUYEM Mo napaM. CTesuia npeamnonaraia, 4to Aajblie NoLeayeB JeJ10
BpSIJI JIM IOWJET, HO U 3TO MOYeMY-TO pasapaxano. Mx ¢ Kupwiiom octaBuwid y KOCTpa B OqUHOYE-
cre. [I1amenu yxe He ObLIO, T/IEH YTOJIbKH.
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Cresuta moreBeswia MPyTUKOM aJielole YU, U U3 KOCTpa BBIPBAICH (hbeliepBepK MCKP.
Kupwiin Bckount 1 HACTYNHJI Ha YTOJEK HOTOM.

— OctopoxHo. { obermian TBoe MamMe PUBE3TU TeOsI KUBOU U 3I0POBOM. . .

OH BBITEp MOZIOIIBY KPOCCOBKA O TPABY U CeJ TeTleph COBCEM OJTM3KO.

— CmoTpu, Kak 310pOBO BUIHO 3BE3/IbI. Tebe ke 3T0 HpaBUTCS ?

Crena oToIBUHYNIA PYKY, KOTOpPYI0 KupWiul mbitasicsi B3ATh B CBOU, U OOXBAaTWJIAa KOJEHU
pyKamu.

— Ja, s moOmo cMoTpeTh Ha 3BE31bl. CMoTpu! — KpUKHY/IA OHA. — BoH 3Be3sa ymana. U emgé
OfiHa.

Cresia nopHsIach € 3eMJIN.

— DTO METeOPUTHHIN A0Kb, — ¢ Aocanor npomsHeéc Kupwmut. Ero pasapaxano pedsueckoe
noBegeHue Ctesutbl. — MOXeT, Thl elIE U KeJIaHUe 3arajibiBaTh Oyaelh?

— Moxer, u 6yny, — orpsizHyaach Creiia.

Kupumn 3amonyan. OH He TPHUBBIK, YTOOB MM MpEeHEOperayii, ero 310 yHuwxano. Joourbces
pacnionoxenust CTeJuTbl CTaio, CBOEro poja, aejaom npunuuna. I[osromy Kupust 6si1 rotoB npen-
MPUHUMATH BCE HOBBIE Y HOBBIE TIONTBITKH, UTOOBI JOOUTHCS JKeJTaeMOoro.

Crena oToIuia B CTOPOHY OT KOCTpa. 371eCh, B TIOJTHOW TEMHOTE, JTy4Ilie ObLTA BUJHBI 3BE3/IbL.
OHa noHsAJIa TOJIOBY BBEPX U KJaJjla HOBOTO JBHXEHHUSI, HOBOTO MTpo0OyiecKa CBeTa.

— Cremnna, — Kupwin moformién k Heit odeHs 0mu3ko. — Hy, 4To ThI, B caMoM fiesie, Kak peOEHOK ?
1 TeOs1 He MOHUMAIO, 1a ¥ He TOJIBKO $1. JItoOast neBuoHKa OblTa Obl CYACTIIMBA, €CITH ObI 51 PEIIOKIIT
el BcTpevaThes. A Thl yOeraeib OT MeHs, Jake PSIIOM CeCTh He XOuelllb. 1 MoHUMalo, Thl CepbE3Hast
JeBYIIIKA U BCE TaKOE, HO U 51 HE TAKOW YK JISTKOMBICJICHHBI, KaK Tebe, BO3MOXKHO, KaxkeTcsl. ToIbKo
CKaXW «JIa», ¥ Thl YBUJIMIIIb — MOW HaMEpPEHHS 10 OTHOIIEHHIO K TeOe OYeHb cephE3Hbie. Thl MeHs
CIBIINIIG? — KUPWILT TOBOPHIT CAABJIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM, CJIOBHO Yepe3 CHITy. TO ObUI JIJIs1 HETO OUeHb
HETPUBBIYHBIN TEKCT.

On o6usan Crelty 3a Iieun.

— Tak TbI 4TO, 3aMy3K MeHs1 30BEIIb? — CTesia yCMeXHYJIach.

— Mory u 3amyx. Ecnu 3axouems. 1 Begp He miioxast naptusi, Ctesuia, Thl 3Haelllb, KTO MO
oreil... VI Mou nepcrieKTUBHI Ha OyyIiee. . .

— BrimycT 0 cebGe peksiaMHBIN POSHK, OT HeBeCT 0TO0s He OyeT, — CTenia XoTena BhIpBaThes,
HO KMpWIIT TONBKO CHIbHEe CTUCHYJI € TUICYH.

— Bor kak? Moxer, g He JOCTOUH TeOs1?

— Her, TbI U151 MEHS CJIUIIIKOM XOpoIil, oTiycTu, — CTesuia BeipBasiach. — OTBE3U MEHS JIOMOMH,
MosKaJtyicra.

— 1 ne nopymaio, — Kupuut 1eMoHCTpaTuBHO ycelicst y KocTpa. — [lo Tex mop, moka Thl He
MOrOBOPHUILL CO MHOW HOPMaJIbHO. MBI BBISICHUM BCE ceiuac.

Cresuta mpocTo 3a10XHY/IaCh OT TAKON HAIJIOCTH.

— Ham Hedvero BoisicasTh, Kupusut. OtBe3u meHs gjomoid. Thl ke oOelran Moei Mame, — BO3MY-
tunack Crela.

Kupwin noxarn rmjieyamu U IEeMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJICS.

— TBost MaMa TOJTIbKO OOpaIyeTcsl, €CIIM Y HaC HaJaJsATCsl OTHOIeHUs1. Sl ¢ MecTa He CIBUHYCb.
Xouelb — U1 MEMIKOM.

—IpekpacHo, — Ctesuia pa3BepHyJIach M HAIpaBUIaCh B yally Jieca, TyAa, T, Kak ei Ka3asoch,
JOJDKHA HAXOOUTHCS I0POra, TI0 KOTOPOW OHU TMPUEXaITU CIoA.

— Crena, He cxoy ¢ yMa! — MOHECMCh B Clie]] HACMENUTNBbIe KoMMeHTapun Kupuina. — B
9TOM JIeCy BOISITCS JAUKHE 3aiIbl, UKUE OCIIKH 1 IUKHE KaOaHBI.

Cresuta Momua mpofo/ikasia uaATH Briepén. Kupwin coenan OblJIo HECKOMBKO IIaroB BCJeT 3a
Hell, HO TOPAOCTh B3si1a cBo€. Kupuyut HUKorma He 6era 3a JeBYOHKaMu. ITO OHHM, KJlacca ¢ IIECTOoro,
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MIpeciieJOBAIM €r0, 3aChINaN 3aUCKaMH, Tele()OHHBIMHU 3BOHKAMH 1 IIPOYMMU 3HAKAMYU BHUMAHUS.
OH XJIONHYJT JIAAOHBIO TIO IEPEBY.

— Bc€ paBHO BepHEIbCs, Kyaa Thl ieHelbesi! — KpukHyn Kupun. OH ObUT 3071 Ha IGBUOHKY. . .

Cremna yckopwia mar. OHa BepHETCS, emé yero! B 3Ty MUHYTY eii Jake CTpaliHO He ObLIO.
[poiins emé memHoro, CTesa OCTAaHOBUJIACh U ONJISIHYJIach Ha3zaa. OroHbKa KOCTpa yke He ObLIO
BuiHO. Kpyrom HemporsgHas TeMHOTa u nonHoe 6e3MonBue. CTenia MeUIeHHO MOILIa BOepen.
VYBEepeHHOCTh, UTO OHA JI00epETCs JI0 Mocce, Tasiyia, Kak MOPOXKeHHOe Ha conHIle. Be€ BHyTpu cka-
nock. Ctesuta 6oposiack co KIyqIuM KeJlaHueMm 6erom Opocutbest Hazaq. [1paBaa, Tenepb oHa He OblTa
yBEpEeHHa, YTO CMOXET HalTU I0POTy K KOCTpY.

Pyras ce0s Ha Bce sazipl 3a Takylo riynoctb, CTena npopomkana quratbes Brepén. Crpax
XOJIONHBIMH JIAIAMK  C/IABJIMBA Topio, HO CTelia M3 MOCHeIHUX CWJI CTapaiach He TMOAJAThCS
nanuke. OHa XoTesa MOCBETUTh Ha IOPOTy MOOUJIbHBIM, Kak (DOHAPUKOM, HO BCIOMHMJIA, YTO OCTa-
Buiia TesiehoH B MarmHe y Kupuiia — 60si1ach, 4TO BHIBAJIMTCS U3 KapMaHa.

— Kanen, — npomenrana Crena, Kycast TyObl, 9YTOObI HE Pa3peBEThC.

Oma crioThIKasIach 00 KOPSATH U yXKe JBaK/IbI Ma1a1a.

Jlec Tenepp mepectan ObITh Oe3MOMBHBIM. OH HAIOJIHWICS XKYTKUMH 3BYKaMH: IIOPOXaMH,
BCXJIUMBIBAaHUAMU. Jlec KW CBOeW, HOYHOM KHM3HBIO, OT KOTOpoi y CTesuisl Mypaiiku TadyHaMu
Oeranu no Teny. JeByIika JaBHO MOHsUIA, YTO 3a0IyAnsIach U Tereph HaesyIach TOJIbKO Ha TO, YTO
Kupusn omymaercst, ¥ OHU ¢ peOsiTaMu MOUAYT €€ UCKaTb.

Bnepenu Crenna yBuzena cBet. TouHee He CBET, a IPOCBET, TaM, TIIe IePEeBbsI PACCTYIIAIUCh.
Omna oOpajioBasiach, MOTOMY pelua, 4To JOILIa 1o mocce. JleByiika 6erom 6pocuiiack Briepén. OHa
MoYTH J100esKaa, HO CIIOTKHYJIach 000 YTO-TO M pacruiacTaiach Ha 3emuie. CTeia OTYETIIMBO CITbI-
I1aj1a, Kak XpycTHyJa e€ JIOObUKKA, U TIOUTH Cpa3y OcTpasi O0JIb MPOH3MIIA HOTY.

— INomnnueii karen, — npomenTaia Ctesuia U pa3pblaanach.

Ona cujena Ha 3emJIe, MPHKABIINCH CIIMHOM K JIEpeBY, a Niepe]] Hell pacKUHYyJIach HeOObIIIast
cBeT/Ias jgyxaiika. imenno sty nporasimny Creliia mpuHsiia 3a Jopory B ropof. Jlyxkaiiky co Bcex
CTOPOH TUIOTHBIM KOJIBLIOM OKpY:KaJl Jiec.

Crena Gosiiack TO3BaTh HAa TIOMOITIb, YTOOBI HE TIPUBJIEYh BHUMAHKS KOTO-TO, KTO MOT OBITh
onacHbIM. OHa cujiena U 1iakasia, HO B 3TO BpeMsl Ha JIy)kalke KTo-To nosiBuwics. Ctesuia He cpasy
TIOHS1J1a, YeJIOBEK JIM 3T0. BHauase el mokasanoch, 4To 3TO MeIBe/lb, Hy, €CJIM Obl TOT MOT' XOAUTH Ha
aByx nanax. Crejuia MpucMoTpesach. ITO CTPAHHOE CYIIECTBO HATIOMUHAJ MPHU3paKa WM MOHAxXa,
MOJIHOCTBIO CKPBITOTO TOJ, YePHBIM Tu1amoM. CyIiecTBo OblJIO OTPOMHBIM, CTOPOJIEHHBIM, HO Tiepe-
JBUTAJIOCh TaK TUIABHO, CJIOBHO HE Kacajoch Horamu 3emin. Cresia noxosonena. Terneps oHa OTYET-
JIMBO BHJEJIA TOJIOBY, MPUKPHITYIO KAIMIOIIOHOM U O0JbIION ropd Ha crimae. CTesia ot crpaxa Oblia
rOTOBa MOBEPUTDH BO UTO YTOJHO: B 0OOPOTHsI, BypAajiaka, BaMIIMpa, MpU3paka U emg, Oor 3HaeT, B
Koro. Bech BHeIIHUI OOJIMK 3TOTO CyIIECTBA M TO, KAK OHO JBUIAJIOCh, BBIABAJIO €r0 HEpealbHOe,
KaKOe-TO MUCTUYECKOE IMPOUCXOXKICHHE.

Cresuta mpuskanach K JepeBy, OHa 00slach MOIMIEBETUThCS. MexXay TeM, CTPaHHOE CYIIECTBO
OCTaHOBWJIOCH TTOCPEIN JIyKaKu. OH CKJIOHWJICS TIOUTH /IO 3€MJIY, €r0 rop0 BHE3AITHO OTAEIUIICS OT
HEro M yrnaj Ha 3emJtio. Buanmo, 31o ObuT Kakoi-TO MEIIOK M JOBOJIBLHO yBecHCThIi. Tereps CTena
ObLJ1a yBEPEHHA, UTO 3TO CYILIECTBO — YeJIOBEK, HY MJIM YTO-TO MOJ0OHOe. Bo BCsIKOM citydae, He 3Bepb,
TouHO. Ero BeicoKast (hpurypa ckpbiBajach oj Y€PHBIM IUIAIIOM, HO TIPH cJIa00M CBeTe YIepOaeHHOM
aynbl CTesuta BcE-TakM yBUZENA, Kak Oesiesi B TeMHOTe ero pyku. KTo 31o Obu1, 1 3a4eM OH SIBUJICS
Tak Mo31HO B Jiec, CTeslla He MOIJIa IOHATh. YesloBeK 3amep B HanpsikeHHOU 1o3e. OH Bech BBITS-
HYJICSI, CJIOBHO JKJIJI Y€ro-TO WM K 4eMy-TO MpUCTyIuBaicsi. HECKOMbKO MUHYT OH CTOSUT HENo-
ABWXKHO, KaK BHE3AITHO BCKUHYIN BBepX pyKy. CTesuia HUYEro He ycrena HOHSTh, TOJbKO 3aMeTHIIa,
KaK 3aCBETUJIOCh YTO-TO B €T0 PyKe CHHEBATHIM (pochopuueckuM cBeToM. M B TOT ke MUT HE3HAKO-
MeIl COTHYJICSI TTOTIONIaM, YTKHYJICSI B cBOM MemoK. CTesuta BBITSIHYJIA IIIel0, HO CBeUeHHUsT OOJIbIIe He
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ob110. YenoBek nogHsuics. HeCKoJIbKO MUHYT OH CHOBA MPUCITYIIIUBAJICS, IOTOM CKJIOHHUJICS, B3BAJIUII
Ha IJIEYU CBOIO MOKJIAKY U TaK K€ IJIABHO, CKOJIb3s 110 TpaBe, ABUHYJICA B Yallly Jieca.

Cremna Bujena, Kak OH MeJuleHHO ynansercs. I'me-to rpomko 3arpemiana Berka. Cresuia
B3[IpOTHYJIA, U He3HaKoMell Toxe ocraHoBuiics. U Cresule nmokazasnock, 4to oH Belpyrasics. Her, ona
He ObUIa B 9TOM YBEpPEHHA B TOM, YTO OH BBIPYTJICSs, HO TO, YTO 3TO CYIIECTBO MPOU3HECIIO YTO-TO
C COBEpIIIEHHO YeIOBEUECKON MHTOHAIIMEN — B 3TOM He ObUIO COMHEeHHUs. I MIMEeHHO 310 coObITHE
HEOXKUIAHHO pa3Besiyio KyTKUW cyeBepHblil cTpax Crembl. Cpady HaxXJbIHYJIM CTpax peaybHbId U
Myu4HTeIbHAs OO0Jb B HOTE.

— Croiire! — 3akpuuana Cresia. — [Tonoxaute, noxanyicra.

YenoBek OCTAaHOBUJICS, HO MO-TIPekHEMY CTosul cuHou K Creruie.

— He yxonute, npoiry Bac, — JEBYILKa W30 BCEX CUJI LEIUISAIACh PyKaMHU 3a KOpY, IBITAsCh
MOIHATHCS, HO Yy HEE He Mojyvaochk. Pyku cockasnb3biBaiy, U Cresuia cHoBa najgana. — [lomorute
MHE. ..

UYenoBek No-npekHEMY HEMOABUKHO CTOSUT HAa KPalo JTyKalKH.

— Hy, urto e BbI croute? — ronoc y Cremnl cpbiBajics. — Bel MeHst 6ourtech? § mporiry Bac,
MIOMOTUTE MHE J0OpaThCs 10 TOPOru B ropof. Mim kK MOUM Apy3bsiM, OHM OCTAJIUCh B JIECy, 37eCh
HENOAAIEKY, HABEpHOE. .. I HE MOry UATH. Y MEHs Hora CJIOMaHa. ..

KoneuHo, 310 ObUIO MONHBIM Oe3yMueM 3BaThb Ha IMOMOIIb TOTO, KTO MOT OBITh OIACHE
mo6oro aukoro 3Beps. Ho, Bupmmo, oTdastue u 00s1b 3armyin B CTesuie BCAKUE 3paBblil CMBICI.
[Toatomy, oHa OblJIa TOTOBA OOPATUTHLCS 32 MOMOIIBIO K KOMY YTOJHO.

Yenosek cenai MjaBHOE JABUKEHUE PYKOU U UCUe3.

Cresute, HaKOHeIl, yIaJI0Ch OTHATHCA. OHA 0OXBaTU/Ia PyKaMU HIEPIIABBIA CTBOJI K OCMOTpe-
Jlach — HE3HaKOMIIa HuUr/ie He ObuTo BUIHO. CTelia CHOBa pa3phlaasach.

— Kak Bam He crhigHO! — 3a0pasa oHa B TeMHOTY. — Eciii Bbl XOTh HAaIlOJIOBUHY 4Y€EJIOBEK,
HEY:KeJIM TaK TPYIHO IPOCTO NOMOYb. .. — CTesuia mpukaiack CIIMHOM K AepeBy. — B aToMm siecy moryt
OBITH XUIIHUKH. . .

OH BO3HUK MNepe] Hell Tak HEOXKHMIAHHO, CJIOBHO CKOHLIEHTpUpoBaJics U3 Bo3ayxa. Cresuia
BCKpUKHYJ1a. OH CTOSLT B MOTyMETPe OT JAEBYIIIKH, CJIerKa MOKaYMBasiCh B TAKT KOJICOAHUSIM BO3yXa,
MOJTYAJIMBbINA, OTPOMHBIN U CTPAIIIHBIN.

31paBblil CMBICIT HEOXKUIAHHO BepHyJcs Kk Cresue.

— Bei... Bol BepHyuch 3a MHOWM? — €/Ba BbIIaBIJIa OHA U3 ceOsl.

Hesznakomen mommuan. Crenna 3agpoxaina.

— Bbl ke He 3a TeM BEpHYJHCh, YTOOBI. .. yOUTh MeHsI?

Hesnakomen no-npexHemy xpadui Modanve. Ctesuty 00bs yxac. CTpax TOCTHT CBOEH Hau-
BBICIIIEN TOYKH — JIEBYIIIKA MCTIBITHIBAIA KTYUYyI0 OO0Jb, €/ HE XBATaJIO BO3/AyXa.

— Ha, 9ro BBI MomuMTe, YEPT Bac modepu! — 3aopasa oHa. — [lenaiite To, 32 YeM BEpHYJIHUCH,
WX BaJUTe OTCIoAa!

— 41 e mpuumHIO Tebe 371, — pa3aaliCs X PUILIBINA roJI0C He3HaKoMIIA. — He Hy)XHO MeHst 00sIThCsl.

— $1 v He 60I0Ch. ..

— Kak b1 Mens yBugena? — cipocust oH. — Thl jxe Buauiib MeHsi? — OH roBOpHJ1 MEJIEHHO,
3aMMHASCh, CJIOBHO Moaoupat cioBa. — KTo Th?

— 4 Cremnna... 9 3abmymunack 3aech. — CTenna noxana miedamu. — Jla, st BUKy 1e0s, a 4to
TYT Takoro?

— MeHs1 HeBO3MOXKHO YBUIETh. .. S1... Thl He MOKHA ObLIa, — OH 3aMOTYaIT ¥ KAYHYJT TOJIOBOM.

— A, Tak Tel, 3HaYUT, HeBUIUMKaA? — ycMexHyiach Cremia. Eil cpady kak-1o moserdasno.
[oxosxe, 4To mapeHb MPOCTO TCUX, CIUTAET ceOs1 HEBUIMMBIM U IIISIETCS 110 HOYaM B Jiecy. — Toraa
He TiepekuBai. Sl HUKOMY He CKay, 4To BHjesa Teds. Thl MPOCTO MOMOrM MHE JIOWTH JIO IIOCCE.
Xopoio? Thl ke 3Haelllb, Ijie HaXOAUTCS Iocce?

— 41 momory tebe, — CTelie NOYyauIoch, YTO OH yibidaetcs. — [1e Thl KUBENTH?
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— MHe uro, anpec Tebe Ha3BaTh? — He NoHsIa CTea.

— Her. 4 xody, 4TOOBI THl OTYETIIMBO MpEICTaBUIIA ceOe TO MECTO, KyJa XodelTb rmonactb. [Tpes-
craBuia’?

— Hy, nonycrum, — Ctesuie cHOBa CTaso KyTKO OT €ro MUCTU(UKaAIMid. — Moxer, jiydiie npo-
BOJM MEHsI JI0 IOCCe. . .

— MHe HyXHO KOCHYTbCSI TeOsl. .. — OH IJTaBHO mpuomu3mics. — He Ooiics. ..

CreJsuta He ycriesia HI4ero ckasaThb U He ycriesa yBepHyThes. Hesnakomen mogHsit pyky. Crenia
OTYET/IMBO YBU/IENA €ro Y3KYyI0 Oesyio JIaJOHb C AJTMHHBIMU NajbiiaMu. OH MpyKa JIAIOHb K e€ JI0y,
BCE€Io Ha M'HOBCHLE, U TYT K€ OTHAIL.

— Teneps 0OxBaTy MeHs 3a 11elo, — [IpousHEc HesHakomell. Ctesuia He pemnanack. — Hy, ObiCT-
pee. .. — ckoManoBa oH. CTeia poOKO MOBUHOBANIACH. — OTBEpHHM JIMIIO B CTOPOHY, 3aKPOH I71a3a. . .
Y IEPKUCh Kperye.

Crela MoYyBCTBOBAJA, KAaK €ro pyKa jKeJIe3HOM XBAaTKOW CTHUCHYNIA e€ TaIni0. A TIOTOM ObLI
B3PbIB WJIM CWJIBHBIN TOTUOK CHU3Y U BETep, CHIIbHBIN BeTep B Julo. CTesia CyJopokKHO CTUCHYJIA
TUIeYM HE3HAKOMIIA, BLIEMMJIACh MAJblIaMU B TKaHb I1AINA.

— He 6oiics, — mporentan oH coBceM psiaoM, 1 CTesia OlyTHIa ero Temioe KMUBoe IbIXaHHe.

OnHa Me[UIeHHO TPHOTKpBUIA IJIa3a M TO, YTO MPEICTao Mepel €€ B30pOM, IMOKHPOBAJIO
JEBYIIKY: JIeC, CTIOKOMHAasi TEMHAsl paBHUHA, 3MEHKa MIOCCEHHOW J0pOry M OJieJHble OTHU ropoaa
BIIEpE/IA — BCE ITO OCTAJIOCH AAJIEKO BHU3Y. A psIoM ObUTH 3BE3/IbI U 0OJIaKa, TPO3pavHble, HOYHbIC
o0Jaka, rje-To Ha YpoBHE HOT. DTO OBUIO COBepIIIeHHO HepeasibHO. CTeia moBepHysa ronoy. OHa
XOTeJsia YBUAETh TOTO, KTO HEC e€ C CyMacIIe/leld CKOpoCThio TIo HouHoMy HeOy. Ho Merian Betep.
On TpEHaJ TKaHb KalllOIIOHAa, HE JaBad paCCMOTPETh TOI'O, KTO CKPLIBAJICA IO HHUM. Bcero na mur
MEJIbKHYJI TOYEHBIN MPOQUIIb U CITyTAHHBIE OTHEHHO-PbIKME BOJIOCHI.

— 3akpoi 1m1asa, — MpoOroBOPHJI OH.

Cresia NOBUHOBANACH.

«...Jlerenga rmacuT, 4YTO BCSKMIA, KTO KOCHETCS YIAaBLIEW 3BE3/bl Cpasy IMocje e€ MajleHus,
3aByajiceT HeObIBAJIBIM MOTYIIECTBOM. M He BCAKOMY CMEPTHOMY 3Ta BJACTh IO ChjiaM. MHorue
OT Heé CHOCO6HLI JIMIINTBCA pacCydKa, BOBHCHABUIACTDb 6JII/DKHI/IX CBOUX, [IOUTH Ha MPECTYIJICHUE.
U tompko JloBel| He MOIBIACTEH CHJIe, KOTOpasi TAWTCS B YIaBILIEH 3Be3Jie, KOO OH He eCThb 4Yelio-
Bek. U emy uykJ0 BiactromooOue, cpeOposioore 1 xkelaHue BO3BBICHTLCS. BO3MOXKHO, OH yke IaBHO
JIAIIWJICS PACCY/IKa, B YEIOBEUYECKOM TIOHUMAaHHUH. . .»

— Cremnna, onsare npumén Kupwin, — mama poOKO OCTaHOBHUJIACh Ha Topore. — Uto MHe emy
cKa3arhb?

— To xe, uro u BUepa, — CTesuia He OMHsIA B3NS OT KHUTH. — CKaxu, YTOOBI IIPOBATBAIL.

Mawma B3noxHyna u Beinnia. Ctesuia cibliaia, Kak Mama 9to-To oObscHsieT Kupuinty, HO cioB
pazoOpath He cMoria. TOH MaMbl ObUT EYaTbHO COUYBCTBYIOIIMM U 3TO pa3o3muiio Cremy. .. [Torom
XJIOITHYJIA BXOJIHAS IBEPb.

B xoMHaty cHOBa BoIIIa MaMa, OHa TIPUHECIa POCKOIIIHBINA OYKET IIBETOB M CMEIITHOTO MeJIBe-
JKOHKA B COJIOMEHHOM IUISATIKE.

— 3nech B OykeTe 3ammcKa, — MHOrO3HAYMTENILHO CKa3ajla MaMa U TOCTaBWIIa Bady ¢ OyKeToM
K IByM TIOJIOOHBIM OXarKaM JOPOTYIUX IIBETOB.

Cresta He oTpearupoBajia HUKak. Mama noBepresa B pyKax MeJBekKOHKa U Mocauia ero Ha
KOMOJI PSIIOM C OeJTbIM 3aiIMKOM M PhIKEH COOQUKOM.

— Mozxer, He crouT Tak, CTena, — poOKO 3aMeTusIa OHa. — MaJlbuMK Tak pacKamBaeTcs. ..

Creua 3axJiornHyia KHUTY. Eil XoTenoch, KOHEUHO ke, BCTaTh U yTu. Tak Bcerga 3akaH4YMBa-
JIMCh HeJIerble pa3roBOphl ¢ MamMol o Kupuiie, HO Melllajia oBsI3Ka Ha HOTe U TPesiKa CO JIbIOM.
[Toaromy, Cremia mpocTo OTBEpHYJIach K OKHY, BCEM BHJOM IOKa3biBasi, UTO ITOT PasroBOp e
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HerpusiteH. Ho mamy TpynHO Obu10 ocTaHOBUTh. OHA M Tak CTasia 3HAYUTETIHLHO CTOBOPUYMBEE TIOCIE
TOTO, KaK TPU JIHS Ha3aJ OOHapyXkWja cpeu HOYM OYKY Ha KpbUIbIIE, B TIOJHOM OJMHOYECTBE, C
pacnyxuieid Horoi. M korza non yTpo nosiBUICS 10 CMEpTH Niepenyraiuslii Kupusul, Mmama Ha mopor
ero He IMyCTUJIa 1 Jake HEMHOXKKO ok pryasia. Ho yxe K Beuepy e€ rHeB cTajl CMEHSThCSI Ha MUAJIOCTb.
W X0Tb B OTKPHITYIO TPeOOBATh OT JOYKH OJAroCKJIOHHOTO OTHOIIEHUs K Kupuity oHa He cmena, HO
C HUM CaMUM yxke JToOe3HIYaIa BOBCIO ¥ COBETOBAJIA BBIKIATh BpeMs, oka CTea «mnepedecuTcs».

— Crenna, Ao4Ka, — MaMa IpUcesia Ha Kpaid KpoBaTy. DTOT MPUKOJ OHA MMO3aMMCTBOBAJIA U3
aMepUKaHCKUX MenoipaM. — Thl Be/Ib TOKe He MpaBa. 3aueM Thl cama ronuia B Jiec? Kupun xoren
¢ ToOo¥ MoroBopuTh. Tede 3T0 He MOHPABUIIOCH, HO 3TO K€ HEe MOBOJ, YTOObI YITH B JieC MOCPEAn
Houu. L{uBMIIM30BaHHBIE JIOAM BCETa IOCTUTAIOT cornacus B Oecenie. A 'y TeOs1 Ha BCE OJJHA peaKIus
— pasBepHyJach 1 nonuia. Pa3ee He Tak?

Creina Monyana.

— T cimmkoM HecnpaBeUIMBa K MaJlbuMKy, — HE YHUMaJIach Mama. — [lail eMy BO3MOXXHOCTh
xoTs1 Obl onpaBaarbes. Thl He Aymait, oH ymén. OH mpuaéT 3aBTpa, nocie mKomsl. Eciu xouemb,
MIPUAYT TBOM IpY3bsl TeOsI MPOBenaTh. ITO OH TaK ckazal. A, Cremna? — Mama Noriaguia JOUKy 110
mvny. — [Mogymaii. .. § noiny.

Korga nepp 3a mamoii 3akpbutach, CTenia OTKMHY/IACh Ha MOAYIIKY. AX, KaK WHOIZA OHA
’Kajena, 4YTo He yMeeT CKaHAaIUTh, OpaTh U JIOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO MPABOTY ¢ MeHoi y pra. Cresuia He
yMeJia OTCTauBaTh cedst JOJITO U IYMHO, €H Tpoliie ObIJI0 CMOJTYaTh, YUTH WK coracutcs. CTena
MHOTO pa3 MbITajach ceOsi MepeBOCIUTHIBATh, HO 0e3 ocodoro ycriexa. C MOCTOPOHHUMU JIIOABMU
emé Koe-Kak mojydanock, Ctesuia ymena ObITh ClepKaHHO-HENPEKJIOHHOW, a BOT C MAaMOW HUKAK.
[TanHO BocTiMTaHMEe — Mama Bcerja rpaBa, ¢ MaMol He CIIOPUTh, MaMy HaJ1o kayeTh. Ctesuia pusu-
YECKH OIIyIaa, Kak KOMUTCS B HEH, CKJIaIbIBAETCS B OOJIBIIIE CTONKY HeraTUBHAS SHEPIHsl, JIEKUT
1 OTpaBiisieT e€ u3HyTpu. Hy’KHO yMeTh BBIIJIECKMBATh HETaTUB, HEJIb3s1 BCE aepskath B cede. Ho kak?
Cresuta He 3Ha1a. Ecitn 661 MOXHO BCE 3TO OBLIO JiesiaTh Oe3 CJI0B — BOT B3MaxHYJ PyKOW U pyXHyJIa
Kpbima. Cpasy Obl IOJIeryao.

B xomHaty 3arissHy1 AHApPIOIIKA, MR Opar.

— ThI KaK? — OH CMOTpEJT Ha HOTY.

— HopmanbHo, — Cresuia yabpIOHY/1ach U MOXkaja IuiedaMmu. — Yke HopMaibHO. [1pocTo BHIBUX,
HHUYEro CTPAIIHOTO.

— IIpocto BBIBUX, — MOBTOpWI AHAper. OH BBITSIHYJI IIEI0 U 3aIJISIHYJ 32 IBEPb, TYAA, T/I€ CTOSLT
komogl. — O, y Te0s1 TyT opaHkepes.

— U marasuH urpyiuek, — 3acmesuiach Crea.

— Mauo-my4ado Hampsiraercsi. .. — COCTpuII Opar.

— Jlyume Ol BeITIpsiTAsICS: IOOBICTpEE.

AHJpIOIIIKA 3arororat.

— 4 myman, Mama ero mocyie 3TOro, — OH KMBHYJI Ha 3a0MHTOBaHHYIO HOTY, — Ha MOPOT He
MYCTHT. ..

— 4 Toxxe Ha 31O Hajesach, — B310xHy1a Crema.

— Mawma ckazasia, Tl JIOMOU Ha MOMyTKe JoOpaiach?

— Jla, MeHS IToABE3IIH.

— Ilosesno...

Cresuta KUBHYJIA.

— Hy, ObIBait, cectpéHka, — AHApe CKpbUICA 32 JIBEPbIO, HO TYT e BO3HHK CHOBAa. — ['OHM
3TOro0 Mayo B LIEIO.

Crema paccmesinach. . .

CyMepkH Ha yluIe Crylaiuch. YutaTh yxke ObIO HEBO3MOXKHO, a XPOMaTh K BBIKJIOUATEIIO
He xoTesioch. CTea nosysieskana Ha BRICOKUX MOAYIIKAX M CMOTpesia Ha injioBoe Hebo. OHa 0vYeHb
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yZIauHO TPUIyMaJla UCTOPHIO O MOIMYTHOM MalllHe, KOTopasi 0Be3/a e€ 10 J0Ma U O TOM, 4TO HOTY
NojIBEpHYJIa yske Ha mocce. Ctesuia Tak yoeauTeabHO paccKasbiBajia 00 STOM Mame, YTO U caMa TIOUTH
B 9T0 noBepwia. Eii 6bU10 mpoliie MoBepuTh B COOCTBEHHYIO BBIAYMKY, YeM B TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO HA
camoM jiesie. Y mpoucxogwio s 310? Creina He 3Hana. Bee atu tpu aus, Crelnia kaana Kakoro-
HUOYIb 3HAKa, MOJICKa3KK, MpocBeTieHns. OHa XkJajia 4ero-To, 4To BHECTIO Obl SICHOCTh U TOKOW B
e€ 110 KyTH peaqrcTuyHOe co3Hanue. CTesuia He JoOnia MUCTUKY, HUKOTJa He unTaia (hpaHTe3H, He
CMOTpesia yXacTukoB. U maxe 3Ty KHWUTY «JIereHapl U CKa3ku O 3BE3THOM HeOe» B3slaCh UMTATh
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO YBJIEKaJIaCh ACTPOHOMHUEH, TaK CKa3aTh, U3 HAYYHOTO MHTEpeca.

Bcemy, uto mpoucxoamno B xu3Hu, CTenna cTpeMusIach 1aTh JIOTUYECKOE, 3/IpaBoe OObsIC-
HeHue. BeeMy, kpome 3Toro 6e3ymHoro mosnéra nox 3Bé3mamu. Ho on Obut, 1 CTenia 310 OTYET-
mBO oMHMIA. U emé ona nomHmuIa npodusib, yBUAeHHBIN MebkoM. Ho eil OH Iokazasicsi KakuM-To
COBEpIIEHHO (hPaHTACTHUYECKH MPEKPACHBIM. MOXeT, TPOCTO MOIBITPhIBATIO BOOOpakeHue, Ho Crerie
9TO HPABUJIOCh.

Bpems 1110, a HUKaKuX 3HAKOB M MpPEABECTUH He MosBisuioch. CTea 4yBCTBOBANA, UTO
MOXET MOMPOCTY 3a0BITh Ty UCTOPUIO, OYITO €€ U He ObUIO. A eil TaKk 3TOro He XoTesoch. [loaromy
CerofHsi, IMIsiAs Ha TeMHelllee JioBoe Hebo, Cremia TBEPOO pelinia, YTO KakK TOJbKO CMOXKET
XO/IUTbh, OTIIPABUTCS CHOBA B JIEC, OTHIILIET Ty MOJSIHY U HEMPEMEHHO pa3y3HaeT, KTo e€ crac.

C sroit Meicabio CTelia 3apeMara Win ToJIbKO HauMHajla gpeMarsb. Eil mokasanock, 4To oHa
HE 3aKpblBajia I71a3a, YTO CMpeHeBas IbIMKa HeOa emié Oblia BUIHA, KOTJAa BHE3AITHO CyMpayHOe
HeOO 3aCIOHMIT TEMHBIN cHiTyaT. CTesule MoKa3auioch, YTO OH MOBUC B BO3/IyXe 32 OKHOM, BCEro Ha
HECKOJIbKO MrHOBeHMH. OHa BCKOUMJIa, 3a0bIB PO O0JIb B HOTe, 1 Opocuiach K OkHy. Ho Tam HUKOro
He ObU10. Bo IBOpE BKJIIOUMIIM OCBElIeHUe, pa3pylliasi TAMHCTBEHHOCTb PAHHUX CyMepeK.

Cremta noxpomana 1o KpoBaru. CaMoe HENpUsITHOE B 3TOM MCTOPUM — CTPAHHOE 4YYBCTBO,
KOTOpOE 3apOXKIaIOCh M Kperuio B ayie Ctesuibl. DTO 4yBCTBO OBbUIO MOXO0XKE Ha TO, KOTOPOE UCITBI-
THIBAIOT TPUHAIATHIIETHHE JIEBOYKH K KPACUBOMY akTEpy U3 craporo ¢guibMa. [IpekpacHo ocosHa-
Basl, YTO TOT KpacaBell IaBHO YKe JIeyIIKa, BCE-TAKH MPUATHO MIOMEUTAaTh O HEM IOJ] pOMaHTHUe-
cKyio My3bIKy. CTesuia olyInaia HeuTo mogoOHoe, U e€ paszpaxkaia coocTBeHHas cnadocts. Ho oHa
BCE paBHO €il MojIaBaiach. 3akphiBaJia I71a3a U IMbITalach CHOBA OLIYTUTh BETEP B JIUIIO, CHIIbHBIC
TUIeYr 1 pouiib, K KOTOpOMY €€ BOOOpakeHHe IOPHCOBBIBAJIO BCE HOBBIE I HOBBIE JIETAIH.

Kupuin noxanoBan Ha ciefyomuil 1eHs nocie ooena. [osBuiics 6e3 npenynpexaeHust ¢
TUTaHTCKUM BEHMKOM B OJIHOM pyKe M TaKUM e M0 pa3Mepy TOPTOM B Jpyroil. M3-3a ero crnvHsl
BBIIJISIIBIBAJIA MaMa C BUHOBATHIM BHJOM. BeposiTHO, 00Ma 3a I0UKYy B HEW MOJTHOCTHIO YJIeryach,
CMEHMBIINCH TPUBBIYHBIM 000kaHreM Kupuiia.

— 1 Xorena TOPT cpa3y OTHECTM Ha KYXHIO, — CYETWJIaCh MaMa, — HO OH TaKOW KpPaCHUBBIM.
Kupioma ero BHavase Tebe moka3arh XOTell. . .

— Vxe Kupioma, 3Ha4ur. .. — CTeiia cThCHYJIa 3yObl.

— Yro ThI cKa3asia, Muias? — mama noaxsaruia Topt. — [loitny rotoButh yaii. Ctesia, Thl yxe
CMOJeIIIb CITYCTUTBCSI B TOCTHHYIO?

— 41 eii momory, — oTo3BasIcs GIArOpOHBIA Mayvo.

— Bort u cnaBHO, — nporiena Mama, — Uy CTaBUTh YalHUK.

Omna ucnapusaach BMecTe ¢ TOPTOM.

Kupwin Bc€ emé cTosin Ha mopore, He 3Hast, KyJa pucTpouTh OykeT. CTeia IeMOHCTPATUBHO
OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY.

— Crenna, getka, mpocty MeHs, — Kupwin marnyn k Heid, Ho CTesyia BHITsAHYIA Tiepes co0oi
pyKy. Pyka ynépnace B MyCKyJIMCTbII ITPECC Mayo.

— He nmomxonu ko MHe.

— Crenna, — Kupuiut octaHOBMIICS, TIOTONTAJICS. HA MECTe, TIOTOM CeJl Ha CTYJ. — $1 momry i
Torjga B jiecy. MHe B rojloBy HE MOIJIO MPHUUITH, YTO Thl YHJEIIb OIHA, TaK JaleKo... Mbl UCKaIu
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Te0s... $1 3BoHMN OoTiy. OH MPUBE3 BCIO OXpaHy CO CBOETO MPEeNnpHsATUs... Mbl UcKau TeOs /10
yTpa... 5l 4yTh C yma He COLIEN. ..

Creiia noxana rie4amu.

— TeOe He3aueM OnpaBIbIBATHCS MEPeio MHOW. Thl MOCTYMHII IO-CBUHCKH, HO, — CTesia cHoBa
NoKaJia TuiedyaMu, — HO BCE XOPOIIO 3aKOHYMIIOCH. S He oOmkaioch Ha TeOsl, TOJIbKO OYeHb MPOIILY,
yxonu. Y He mpuxonu Oosbie. Thl MOHANIPACHY TPATUIIb SHEPruio, moBepb. Mbl He OynemM BCTpe-
YaThCsl, AXKe eCIIM MOsi MaMa TIPUBSIKET MEHs K Teoe. . .

Kupwiny Berasn, npoiuéncs no KoMHare U CHoBa octaHoBuuIcs niepet CTelioi.

— Creinna, s He IOHMMAIO, [TIOYEMY Thl OT MEHsI OTKa3bIBACIIbCSI? — B TOJIOCE €r0 3ByYasio pas-
npaxeHue. — Thl gake He MOMbITANIach COMM3UTHCS CO MHOM, THI Jake. . .

— Kupwin xBarut, — Cresuia 3akpbuia Juio pykamu. — Hudero He Obu10 U He Oyaer. Xodelb,
JKEHHCh HAa MOEW MaTepH, OHa OT TeOst Oe3 yma. A CO MHOW HMYETro He BBIMJET, TeM OoJiee Terepsb. .. —
TMOCJIeJHUE CJIOBA BHIPBAIMCH KaK-To caMu coOoi. CTesuia Jaxe cama He TIOHsIa, YTO UMeJa B BUJLY.
Ho Kupuin ucronkoBan e€ cjioBa o-CBOEMY U Cpa3y OKUBUJICH.

— Tel Xouernb ckazarb, YTO Y MeHsI ObLI IIAHC, a U3-3a ITOW Jypallkod UCTOPUH B JIECY ThI
Opocaerib MeHs?

— 51 He mogHUMaUTa TeOs1 1, MO3TOMY, OpOCcUTh He Mory, — CTeluia eiBa cAepkKuBaa pasjapake-
Hue. — MHe Hajioeno. S npoiry Teds, yxomu.

Bor 3a0patb OBl ceituac, 3anmycTuTh B Hero GammakoM. CTesuia CTUCHYNIA PYKH.

— Waute nuTh yaii, — 10HECIOCh CHU3Y.

— Jlagno, — Kupuiui ¢ gocagoit cmorpein Ha Ctesuty. — S BUKY, Thl O4eHb HEpBHUYAEIb. MOXeT,
ceivac W BIIpaB[y He JIydliiee Bpems it pasroBopoB. [Toiiném BHU3, He OylieM paccTpauBaTh Mamy.
4 Toporutio coObITUsA. Thl HEMHOKKO YCIIOKOUIIIBCSI, ¥ MBI BCE CIIOKOMHO OOCYIVIM.

— Hawm Heuero o6cyxaath. .. — Ctesia Bkajgach B MOAYIIKY. — Sl HUKyJa HE XO4y MITH.

— Bpock, — Kupun nogomén ¢ ynsiokoi. — [laBait st TeOsi cHecy BHU3.

Cremuta ynépnach eMy pyKamu B TPyab, HO CHJIBI ObUTH CIIMIIKOM He paBHbl. Kupuiu sierko
MOJIHSJT €€ HA PYKH.

— Ilyctu! — kpuknyna Cremnna.

l'ocnosy, Kak e 3T0 HEBBIHOCUMO, KOT/1a BCE BOKPYT A€J1aeTcs IPOTUB TBOEH BOJIU.

— Ornyctr Mens, — Ctesuta TonkHyna Kupusuia B Tpyap, 1 OH JierKo, OyITo KyKiia, repesiere
yepes3 BCI0 KOMHATY, CTYKHYJICSI CIIMHOM O JIBEpU U c11oi3 Ha nol. Ctesula cama He MOHsIa, YTo Ipo-
M30IILI0, HO OHA YKe CTOsIa Ha Horax. Bcé, uro oHa Bujena, 31o ria3a Kupuia — abcomoTHO KpyT-
JIble OT yAWBJICHHUS.

— Briiinu BoH, — Creuie 1oKas3ajioch, YTO 3TO CKa3ajia HE OHa.

JleBy1ika yka3ajia pyKoi Ha JBEpPb, M BCE Ba30HBI C [IBETAMH, YTO CTOSUIM HA KOMOJE, Hayalu
Apokath, Kak 1pu 3emiierpsicenuu. Kupwin nogusuicsa. OH B IaHWKE IOCMOTPEI Ha Ba3bl, IOTOM Ha
Cresuty. BaezanHo 1Bepb pacraxHyach cama coOoil, 1 Kupui Bbuietes B He€, CIIOBHO €ro oTopo-
CUJIO yIapHOU BOJHOM. [IBepb 3akpbutack. CTesuia octanack ogHa. Eil Tsokesno ObUIo IbIaTh, cepaie
CTyYaJio B BUCKaX M, KaKeTcs, Jaxke B KOHUMKAX MajbleB.

— Yro co MHO#? — mpormrentana CTe/ia U 3TU CJIOBa 9XOM 3aBUOPHPOBAIH, 3aMETATUCh TI0
KOMHAaTe, OTOMBAsACh OT CTEH.

Eii crano crparno. OHa MeisIeHHO OTKPbLIA IBEPh, HO IOMa 32 IBEPbI0 He ObLIO, TaM TSHYJIACh
JoJirasl iecyaHasi Jopora, BIEpean BUIHEIUCh MMPaMU/Ibl, U LIENOYKa JIOeH MeJIEHHO JBUrajiach
IO HEl.

—Yro 310?! Yro 310?! — 3aKpuyasia Cresa.

Ona 3axJIonHy/1a JBepb, HO BUjeHHE He nponajo. Ero cmenmno npyroe. Teneps 310 ObLIO 32
OKHOM — JIeC, CTPaHHBIN Tpornuyeckuit Jiec. CTesia mpuOIM3niIach K OKHY, U B TOT K€ MUT U3 3apo-
CJIell BBIHBIPHYJIa TUTAHTCKasl FOJIOBa AMHO3aBpa. JJMHO3aBp pacKkpblil KYTKYIO IACTh U 3apeBE.
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Cresuta 3akpuyaia. OHa BBICKOUMJIA U3 CBOEH KOMHATHI M MoOexkasa, He pa3oupasi JOPOTH.
Bokpyr He€ ryneny caMoNEThl, B3phIBAUCH CHAPSIIBL, JII0AX Mosviu o iomoriy. C Heba jieTes MeTeo-
PUTHBIN JOX[Ib, IIyHAMU HAKPBIBAJIO TOPOJ — IIIyM, CKpexeT, Kpuku. OHa KpoBaBasi KapTHHA CMe-
HslJIach JIPyromu. . .

Cresuta ckatuiach BHU3 110 JiecTHUIle. OHa 3aKpblBajia M pyKamu, Kpudaia, U3BUBasiCh Ha
nony. M3 cBoelt koMHaThl BeiOekan AHaped. OH cBecuiics depe3 nepwia. Mama u Kupusut crosm
31€Ch e, B TOCTUHOM, HE TIOHUMAsI, YTO MPOUCXOMANT.

Kupusn 6pocuics k Cresue.

— Cremna, Crenna, 4To ¢ TOOOW, — OH TBITAJTICA OTOPBaTh €€ PyKU OT JIMIIA, HO OHA €ro He
CIIBIIIIAJIA ¥ HE BHUJETIA, MOTPYKEHHAS B YYJOBUIIHBIA MUP COOCTBEHHBIX MILTIO3HUI.

Mama 3ameTanach, o KOMHATe W 3allpUIUTANIA.

— Ckopy1o Bbi3bIBaiiTe! — KpukHYJ1 AHpei. — Jourpascs. ..

OH ¢ HeHaBucThIO TocMoTpen Ha Kupwia. Ho ToT coenan Bua, 4To He 3aMeTHIT TOT B3IV,

A Crenna He ciplliajga HA4Yero. B e€ ymax rpemenu B3pbiBbl, B3IbIMaJIach 3eMJIs, KpUyaiu
JOJH, ¥ MOpE KPOBU Tepe]] I1a3aMH.

Korga Crenny rpy3wiy B MalliHy CKOPOW TOMOIIH, OHA YK€ He Kpuyaja U He OTOMBAJIach.
Ona nexa’a, npuBsi3aHHAsI K HOCUJIKaM KOJKaHBIMH PEMHSIMU, Y B3IJISI]] €€, HAlpaBJIeHHbIN B HUKY/A,
HE BbIpaXkal HUUero. Bpems oT BpeMeHr OHa B3JparuBajia, CIOBHO €€ OUIIO TOKOM.

Kupwin crosin Bo3jie MammvHbl Oie/iHbIA 1 ocyHyBImuiics. OH ¢ yxacom cmotpen Ha Crety.
Mawma, BBITUpasi CIIE3BI, TOBOPUJIA C BPAYOM.

— Tpu aHs Ha3ax OHa MOTepsIach B Jiecy, Houblo... EmE u Hory TpaBmupoBaia... [JoOpanack
JOMOH, €€ nozBe3nu. S qymasa, 4yTo BCE MPOLUIO yXKe, a TYT. ..

— 10 OBIBaLT, — ¢ MPOECCUOHATIFHBIM CITOKOMCTBIEM TOBOpHJI Bpad. — Ctpecc, TpaBma. 1o
ObIBaeT. ..

— A noeny c Helt, — Kupusut noBepHysncs K Bpauy.

— Dt10 suiHee. Mbl 0TBE3EM €€ B KJIMHUKY, €€ OCMOTPAT CHElMAIUCTHL... Bam Tam jienarh
Heyero.

— Eé€ uro, B nicuxyiky Be3yT? — AHApel oOparaics K Bpady, HO cMoTpes Ha Kupuina.

— B ncuxmarprueckyio OOJbHMILY, IOHOINA, — Bpad 3axJOMHYJ JBepb KaOWHBI, U MAallllHA
BbI€XaJa CO IBOPA.

«...He oqHO ThICSUEsIeTHE JIIOAM CTapaIUCh OThICKATh JIoBI1a 3B€3/1. Kax bl HeyIauHUK, Kax-
IBIA, JKOKTYIANA CIIaBbI, CHITBI M BEJTMUUS, C ©€3pacCyJHbIM YIIOPCTBOM ITHITAJICS HAUTH HEYTOBUMBI
cien Jlopua. Ho TmeTHo. Xonumu ciiyxu O TOM, YTO HEKTO BCE K€ BCTPEYAJICSA C HUM U ITPOCUIT €TI0
O IIENIOTKE CUJIbl WJIM NIPUTOpLIHE Bce3HaHus. Ho He BCSIKMIA CMEPTHBIN B CHJIaX HECTU TaKOM Aap Ha
cBoux Iutedax. OfHU CXOIWIU C yMa, UHbIE YMUPAJIH. ..

A JloBell mMpoaoiKa CBOW W3BEYHBIH MyTh O3 CKOpOU U COXKAJIEHHUS, TIOTOMY YTO HU TO, HU
APYroe eMy He BEIOMO. ..»

[Iym B ymax mocTerneHHo CTUxall, U epes I1a3aMu MposiCHUIach TeMHOTa. CTpaHHO, UTO TeM-
HOTa MOXeT MposicHuThesl. Ho mociie 6e3ymusi, KOTopoe pa3BepHYJIOCh Mepesi BHYyTPEHHUM B30pPOM
Cresutbl, TEMHOTA OT COMKHYTBIX BEK ObljTa HACTOSIIIIIM TTPOCBETIICHHEM.

Cresuta oTKpbUIa 171a3a. HecKoJIbKO CeKyH 1 OHa Jiexkala, TYTo MIsIs B IIOTOJIOK, TOTOM IOITbI-
TaJlach BCTaTh, HO BHE3AITHO OKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA HE MOXET MolIeBeauThCs. CTeNa B MaHUKe MOYy-
MaJia, 4To e€ Mapagr30Balio, TeIO OTKA3BIBAIOCH CIIyIIaThes. [leByIlKa MpUIOAHsIIA TOJIOBY U OOHa-
PYKHJIa, 4TO JIeJI0 COBEPIIIEHHO B JPYrOoM — OHa Obljla MPUBS3aHa, TPUKPYUYeHa K KPOBATH PEMHSIMH.
B xomHare Haxoaucs emE Kro-To. CTeluia 3To MouyBCTBOBAJIA.

— Kr0 3518CH? — cripocuiia oHa.
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K Heli cpazy ke mofolia moxuiasi KeHIIUHA, [0-BUIUMOMY, caHuTapka. OHa yabIOHyIach
MIPUBETINBO:

— IlpocHynack, munast. Bot u ciaBHo. Xouens 4ero-Huoyn ?

Bormpoc 3Byuan riyno.

— s Havana, 51 xoTena Obl cecTh, — TUXO ckazasia Cresuia.

—ITO HUKAK HeJb3s, — HAXMYPHUJIACh CTapyIlKa. — 3aBTpa yTPOM Bpad MPUIET, C HUM U Oy/Ielib
pasroBapuBath. MHe ¢ TOOOH psiIoM NOCHETh Besesiu 10 yTpa. Ha ciydait, ecnm te6e 4Tto-To moHa-
noourcs.

— 41 4dro, B ncuxynike? — CTesuie CTajo CTPAILHO.

— B ncuxuarpuueckoi KJIMHUKE, MAJIasi, — oNpaBuiia crapymka. — B veit. Hy, Tbl uero ucmy-
rajack? TyT y Hac CIIOKOMHO. Y TeOs majiata OTie/bHas, TBOU )KeHUX BCE OIUIATUII, YTOOBI He Melal
HUKTO, He oOmmes1. Takoil 3a00T/INBLIH. . .

Cresuta ctucHyna 3yosl. [IOHATHO, 1O Ybell MUJIOCTH OHA 3/1eCh OKa3aJIach.

Crapymika emé uyto-1o OyoHwmna, Cresuty 310 pasapaxano. OueHb XOTeJIOCh OCTAThCsT OHOM.

— Kotopewiit yac? Ceiiuac Bellb HOUb, BEPHO? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Jla, HOUb. Yke MOJTHOYb CKOPO, — CTAPYIIIKA HEBOJILHO 3eBHYIIA.

— Bpl, HaBepHOe, uauTe cnath, — npeaioxkuna Crenna. — U s toxe nocruto, xopomo? A eciu
MHE 4TO-HHOY/Ib OHAIOOUTCS, s BaC MIO30BY.

Crapymika siBHO oOpajioBaiack. OHa 0OBSICHUIIA, YTO 3BAaTh BOBCE HE HAJJ0, MOKHO MPOCTO Ha
KHOIOYKY Hakath. J1s1 Toro, utoosl CTesuia K 3TOM KHOMOYKE JOTSHYThCS MOIJIa, CTapyIIKa Jaxe
PYKY OT peMHel eil HeMHOTO OCBOOO/IMIIA.

Canutapka ymnuia. A Creuia, KOHEUHO ke, He ycHyaa. OHa Jiexana, s Ha Cepblid MOTo-
JIOK, 0€3 eAMHON MBICJH B TosioBe. BHYTpy OBUTO CTpaHHOE OIIYIIEHUE OITYCTOIIEHHOCTH, CJIOBHO €
BBIHYJIM AYIITY, U OCTajach ofHa odonouka. «HaBepHoe, 310 1 ecTbh Oe3ymue» — nogymana Crea.

Oma ¢ TpyioM BCTIOMUHAJIa BCE, YTO MPOU3OIILIO C Hell. B coO3HaHMM BCILIBIBAIM MYTHBIE Kap-
THHKH, CJIOBHO M3 JABHO 3a0bIToro (pmbma: Kupusui, omeraonmii K CTeHe, IpoKaiiye Basbl, Ipo-
XOT, KPUK, HE3HAKOMBbIE JIUIIA.

— 41 nevicTBUTENBLHO TpOHYNAach, — CTesty oceHus10. — Touno. Y TOT nos€T 661 HAYAIOM MOETO
6e3yMus. DTO MPOCTO INMIOK, Tynas rajumonyHanus... OT crpaxa. 5, BUaUMo, OueHb HCIyrajgach B
Jecy. ..

W B 3TOT MOMEHT pazfajics Tpeck, Mep3Kuil ckpexer Metawia. Crelia MpUnogHsia rojoBy,
CIIpaBa OT He€ HaXOAMJIOCh OKHO. [ToToM nocbImaics TuXuii 3B0H crekiia. CTesuia moTsHyJIach pyKou
K KHOIIKe, HO HakaTh He ycnena. [lepen et Bo3HUKIa TéMHas durypa B mianie. Ctesia 3aKkpuyalia.

— Tume... Tuwe... — ymonsoome npomentai HesHakoMel. — He kpuun. S npuién nomous
Teoe. ..

Cresuta He ycrniesa OIIOMHHTBCS, & €0 PYKH JIETKO, CJIOBHO OyMary pa3opBaJld peMHH, PUKO-
BBIBAIOIIIME €€ K KPOBATH.

— Ioiiném ckopee. ..

Cresuta cena v BIENWIACh pyKaMU B METaJUT KPOBATH M 3aKMYPHIIACh.

— Yxoau, — ckazana oHa TBEpHO. — Thl 1o Moelt Bocnan€HHOH (anTazuu. Tedst HeT Ha camoM
nene. S npumymana tedsi, U U3-3a ITOTo Terneps s 311ech. Vicuesnu. Vicue3nu HemenieHHO. 1 oTKa3bI-
BalOCh B TeOsI BEPUTb.

— OTtkpoii m1a3a, — ero Jmio ObuIo coBceM psioM. CTellia YyBCTBOBaJA ero apixanve. — 51 He
MpU3paK, 5... 5 J0KeH moMoub Teoe. . .

Cresuta oTKpbUIa 171a3a. Ero Mo 3aTeHsi1 KarmoIoH, HO OHO ObLIO COBCEM OJIM3KO.

— Iocymaii, riynas 1eBoYKa, — BKPAAUYMBO MTPOU3HEC OH, — €CIIM Thl HE TIOUIEIIb ceivac co
MHOM, TO HE I0KUBELIb JJO YTPA.

— Yto? — Cremna noxosnogena. OHa BcE OoJbllie Bepuia B peabHOCTh MTPOUCXOIAIIETO.
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— Th1... monyumna koe-uTto... To, uto Tebe He HyXHO... Ho oHO yxke B Tebe 1 nmoxupaer teds
M3HYTpH. .. 5l Mory momous Tebe. ..

— 4 He Bepio Tebe... — mpormtenTana Cresia. — M motoM, KTo ThI?

— Cioma uayT... — U OH JIETKO, CJIOBHO MYyIIMHKY, noaxBaTii CTejuly Ha PYKM U TEHBIO
BBICKOJIb3HYJI B OKHO.

Bcé, uro ycriena 3ameruts CTenia, 3T0 BHIpBaHHAS PEIlIeTKA U BHIHYTHIE paMbl OKHA Ha BOCh-
MOM 3Ta’ke, 13 KOTOPOrO OHU BBUIETEITH.

Onu GecriryMHO HECTHCh HaJl crisiimM roponoM. Cresia BIeNuIach B IUIAINl HE3HAKOMIIA.

— 3akpoii rma3a, Cresia, Tebe He OyJeT Tak CTPAIIHO, — IPOU3HEC OH.

Crenna nokavana rojoBoit. Emé yero — 3akpeiTh maza! Jlaxke ecim 3to 6e3ymue, To HeBEpoO-
ATHO KpacuBoe Oe3ymue. OT 3TOro He HyKHO MPATATHCS.

— Kyna mbt netum? — Cresia ctapajiach epekpuyarhb BeTep.

— VBuauib. Tebe He cTparHo?

— Her.

CreJute Mokas3anoch, YTO OH 3aCMEsIIC.

— Toraa nepxuch!

Bertep 3acBucren B ymax, o0yaka 3aMesbKai ¢ OEIeHON CKOPOCTHIO, CIIMBASICh B OJIHY CILIOII-
HyI0 cu3ylo paBHHHY. CTeia 00XBaTuiIa CBOETO CIIAaCUTENs 32 IIel0, MPHKUMAsCh IEKOH K Karmo-
IIOHY ero I1ama. ['opon yke JaBHO Mporiall U3 BULy, Tereph Mojl HUMU Jiexkasla CIUIONIHAS paBHUHA,
TEMHas 1 6e3MOJIBHAS.

— I'me mb1? — cipocuiia Ctesa. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €€ HAUMHAET JTUXOPAAUTD U MOSIBIIS-
ercst myM B ymax. CTesuia He MOTJIa MOHSTh, BETEP TO WUIJIM YTO-TO UHOE.

— Ceituac o Hamu okeaH, Cteia — mporoBopu oH. — TeGe cHOBa cTaHOBHUTCS TUIOX0? YUTO
ThI UyBCTBYELb?

— Ilym, — kpukHyna Cresuia. OHa 1U10X0 cibliaia cBoii rojioc. — CHOBa IIyM B TOJIOBE. . .

— INotepnu, — oH OGepekHO MpUKaI e€ TONOBY K CBOeMY IjIedy. — MBI eIlé CIMIIKOM JIaJIeKo.
HyxHo nBurarbcst ObicTpee. .. CTesuia, Thl CIBIIUIITG MeHs? 3a/lepKu IbIXaHue.

Ho nepen rasamu Ctesuisl CHOBa MOTsIHYJIACh Oeliast recyaHasi paBHUHA, BJIaJIeKe HA TEMHOM
HeOe rmokaszanuch JpakoHbl. CTenia 3akpuvaia. YeqoBeK B YEpHOM IUIalle CHIbHEe MpHXall e€ K
cebe. Ero ronoc mpoHrKas CKBO3b CTPALTHBIN IIyM B yIax, ¥ CTesuia U3 MOCIeJHUX CUJI ITOITBITAIACh
BBITIOJTHATH TO, O YEM OH MPOCHUII, ¥ 3aJIepKaja JAbIXaHue.

Ecnu Gbl KTO-TO € 3eMJIM MOT HAOTIOAATh 32 X MOJIETOM, TO OH OBl C YAMBJICHUEM 3aMETHII, KaK
TEMHBII CUITYST HaJl HOYHBIM OKEAHOM KCYe3 BHE3AITHO M BO3HUK yXe B PYTroi TOUKE 3eMHOTO I1apa.

Cresute CTaHOBIJIOCH XYK€, M HY)KHO ObLIO CHEIIUT. . .

«...0O JloBue 3B€37 cymniecTByeT OECKOHEYHOE MHOKECTBO MPUIAHUIA U CKa3oK. U mo ogHou
U3 HUX OH — OECUyBCTBEHHAsl KUBask MyMusi, OE3MOJIBHOE UyHOBHIIE, HE 3HAIOIIEe HUYETO, KpoMe
cBoeii OeckoHeuHOH padoThl. Ho ecTh 1 Jpyroii B3MIsi Ha STOT NEPCOHAK CTAPUHHBIX JIETEHI, TIE €r0
M300pakaloT KePTBOM, YeJIOBEKOM, OOPEUEHHBIM Ha TAKOE MeYaIbHOE CYIIECTBOBAHNE, HECYACTHBIM,
HECYILIMM Ha CBOMX IUleyax NpokjsAThe. KTo u 3a uro nmpokisn JloBua? M noyemy ero HakazaHue
CTOJIb HEOOBIYHO? A MOKET 3TO MPOCTO TAJIAHT, KOTOPBI IMOTHOCTHIO TIOTJIOTHII CBOETO OOmaaatens?
W Hy)HO 711 emy eIé 4To-HUOY/Ib B )KU3HU, KPOME SIPKOTO CBEUSHHM S MaIAIOITHMX 3BE3/I U OLYIIICHUS
Oe3rpanuvHOi BiaacTu Hajx MupoMm? Ho, o npeganusM, JIoBelr He OCO3HAET BCETO ITOTO. .. »

[Iym B yrmax cMeHWICS pEBOM PEaKTUBHBIX caMosiéToB. CTeia yxe HUUero He BUjesa u He
noHuMasia. Bunenus ppainu e€ roioBy Ha yacTd. Teso Omiock B KOHBYJIbcUsiX. CTelia Kpuyasa oT
6omu. OHa MeTanach Ha KAMEHHOM JIOkKe B TECHOM Telepe ¢ HU3KUM CBOJOM roTtosika. Crelia He
BUZENA, KaK €€ CTPaHHbI MOKPOBUTENb CKUMAJ €i TOJI0BY PyKaMU M, pacKauuBasiChb U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY, IIPOU3HOCHUJT IEByYHe 3aKIMHAHUS Ha HE3HAKOMOM si3bike. OH TOJNMBAT €€ JIMIIO BOJIOMH,
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YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO 00erynth e€ pusnveckue crpaganus. Torga Crena 3aTuxaia Ha MTHOBEHbBE.
WHorna eit ynaBaioch JOTSHYThCS 10 CTEHBI, OHA OWJIa PyKOU B CTEHY, M HA MeCTe yAapa MOsIBIISIIACH
TPEIIMHBI, CJIOBHO JIEBYITIKA 00JIajajla CBePXUEIOBEUSCKON CHIIOM.

A oH mpofoskan ropopuTh. Ero rojoc Habupan cuity, u 3ByK €ro rojoca 3aroJHII BCE Mpo-
CTPaHCTBO. A OH FOBOPUJI, TOBOPHJI. .. Ero 4€pHsIii rar Jiesxas, COPOIIEHHBIN Ha 3eMITIO, U TeTiepb,
TIPY CBETE CBEUH, MOKHO OBLIIO YBUIETh CTOPOJIEHHYIO (PUTYpY, TOHKUI TIPO(ITH U JUTHHHBIE BOJIOCHI,
CITyTaHHBIMU NPSISAMHU 32K PIBAIOLINE JIULIO.

I'onoc ero Havast cpeiBaThesl, My He XBarajo Bo3ayxa. Crensa yke He Kpruaa, OHa JIexKana,
KaK MEpTBasi, BBITAHYB PyKH BIOJb Tesa. OH OTHSUI PyKH OT €€ TOJIOBBI M 3aMep B OXKUAaHUU. Bapyr
pyku u uio CTesuibl CTajay MOKPHIBATHCS TPEIIMHAMH, CJIOBHO Pa3OMTHIN MIMHSIHBIN cocyd. OH
3aCTOHAJI, 3aMeTaJICs TI0 Melepe U, MOAXBATUB I1Ialll, BeIOekasl HapyKy. OH CTOSUT OIUH Cpe/u Tec-
YaHOU ITyCTBIHU.

— Tot! — 3akpuuan on. — Tot, momoru mue!

Ero rosnoc Obu1 1oxo Ha péB paHeHHOTO 3Bepst. Ho mycThiHs Oe3monBcTBOBaA. Betep moqHu-
MaJl KOJII0YME BOJIHBI [IECYAHOTO MOPSI.

— Tor, mporry, — mpoIIenTan OH 1 yna Ha KoneHu. — 5 youn e€... You. ..

[Mupoxkas 1agoHb JIEeryIa Ha €ro royloBy.

— Ycrokoiics, 1 He 3HAI0, KaK TeOsl YTeIIUTb, — PSIIOM CTOSLT YEJIOBEK B CHUSIOIIEH OIekK/ie
eruntsiHrHA. Korna necuanas Oypsi Ha MTHOBEHbE YCIIOKaUBaJIach, MOKHO OBUIO YBHIETh, UTO TOJIOBA
MIPUIIEIIIEro ObUla TOMOBOM MTUIIBL. — Thl HA/IENIAT CTOJIBKO TIIYMOCTEH. .. 3aueM Thl MPUKACAICS K
Heit?

— 41 He Mor nocTynuTh UHAYeE. .. 5 XOTes IOMOYb. ..

— 3auem ThI pUHEC e€ ciona?

— 1 He Mor OCTaBUTD €€ yMHUPaTh, HO HE ObLT YBEPEH, YTO CMOTY TOMOYb € CaM. .. — OH CKJIOHHJT
rosioBy. — 1 Ob1 TIpas. ..

— Ona yBugena te6s?

- Ha...

— ToI 3Hae1b, YeM 3TO TPO3UT?

- Ha...

— Torma MoxeT BCE MPOU3OIILIO TaK, KaK U JOJIKHO OBITH?

— Her, — oH mozHsI TONIOBY, HO CHJIbHEE HATSIHYJ KAITIOIIOH Ha JIUIO — He JOJKHO... — OH
cxBatui Tora 3a pyky. — [lomoru eid. .. OHa BepHeTcsl K IpekHel )Ku3HU. .. OHU HUYEro He y3HAIOT. ...
ThI jke He CKakellb UM? — OH CHOBA CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY. — A 51 OOJIbIlle HUKOT/IA HE TOSIBIIIOCH Teper
Heit. Obemaro. ..

— Tebe Tsxeno naércs ato obdemanvie? — usymmics Tor.

Ho denoBek B mutame Hu4ero He orBeTi. OH BCTaJl ¢ KOJIEH M HANpaBWIICA B riemepy. ToT
niorén cieom. On ocraHoBwics Hall Ctesion. Terneph TPeMHBL Ha e€ JIUTEe CTaIi OarpoBOro IBETA.
ToT npunoXmiI JagoHb K e€ nepeHocurie. [Iponuio HECKOIbKO MHUHYT, Tpexae yeM J1oO0 CTemibl
3acusit (pochOpUUECKUM CBEUEHUEM.

— Ckopee! — KpUKHYJI OH.

UYenoBek B I1alle B3MaxHYJl PyKOHM, COBEpIIEHHO HEYJIOBUMbBIM JBMKEHUEM TOJXBATUII STOT
CBET M 3axaJ ero B JiagoHu. CTesuia CyTOpoKHO B3/I0XHYIA.

— OnHa xuBa, — nmpousHec Tor. OH BBITSHYJ TOJIOBY BIIEPE]T, TOUYTH KacasCh M30THYTHIM KJTIOBOM
nvna Cresuisl. — YHOCH e€ MocKopee, — MPOMOJIBIUI OH. — B cireryiommuii pa3 st He cMory Te0e ToMOoYb.

«...YyBcTBY JTI00BU BCeria MpuaaBaiock 0codoe 3HaueHne. Bo Bcex Mudax u ckaszkax JoO0Bb
ObL1a, eBa JI, He MaHareen ot Beex Oen 1 Haracrer. U nerenna o JIoBrie 3BE31 HE SABIAETCS UCKIIIO-
yeHueM. [Ipearomnaraior, 4To 3TO 4YyBCTBO CIIOCOOHO OBLIO BEPHYTh €My BCE YeIOBEUECKUE TyBCTBA U
xesanus. Ho Bmecre ¢ TeM u yenoBedeckue nopoku. M torna Jloen cTaHeT caMbM MOTYIIIECTBEH-
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HBIM M CaMbIM OINIACHBIM CYILECTBOM Ha 3emuie. M eci moOoBb CIIOCOOHA MPEeBPaTHTh JTI000E 1yI0-
BHIIIE B PEKPACHOIrO NPHHIA, TO B ciydae ¢ JIOBIIOM — BCE COBEpIIEHHO MHAYe: IyBCTBO JIIOOBH
CIIOCOOHO TpeBpaTuTh JIoBIIa B MOHCTPa, BO BCEMOT'YIIIEr0 MOHCTPA, TaK KaK CHJIa, KOTOPOH OH Blla-
aeet — Oe3rpaHnyHa. . .»

Crena ounynachk. B memiepe mapui noixympak. B HerimyOOKMX HUIIIAX B CTEHe rOpeJIv CBeTHIIb-
HUKU, OHU cyierka yaauan. CTesuia momHsIack. Y He€ HbLJIO BCE TeJ0, M TPYIHO ObUIO AbimaTh. O4YeHb
XOTEJIOCh TINTh, HO BOJBI HUT/IE He ObLIO. PAIOM CO CTpaHHBIM KaMEHHBIM JIOXKEM, Ha KOTOPOM OHa,
cOOCTBEHHO, 1 Jiexkana, Cteia ooHapyKuIa IIMHSIHBIA cocyl. Ho uakocTh, koTopasi B HEM Haxo-
JWJIach, TlaxJjia cTpaHHo, 1 CTesia He PUCKHYJIA e€ BBIMUTH. Bosibliie B 3TOH Melepe He ObUI0 HIYEro.

Cresute crano xyTko. [lemepa Obuia moxoxa Ha MOTUITY, IOA3eMHBIN ckjern. Hu aBepeit, HU
okoH. Ceplie 3acTy4aJio B BUCKaxX M CIIa3MOM CTHCHYJIO kelTynok. CTelia BCIIOMHMIIA, 9TO KOTAa-TO
B JieTcTBe 00s1ach TMQTOB, MOJBAIIOB U MTPOYMX 3aKPHITHIX TIOMEIIICHHI.

— Tak, CHIOKOWHO. .. — OHa CKa3aJia TH CJIOBA T'POMKO, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATH COOCTBEHHBIH TOJIOC. —
Ecnmu oH cMor MeHs ciofa 3aTaiyTh, 3HAYNT, BHIXOJ TJIe-TO eCTh, onpeaeaéHHo. U g ero Haimy. ..
TosbKo 3HATH OBl T UCKATh. ..

Crena crana CyqopoKHO OITYIBIBaTh CTeHbl. HO BOKPYT ObLT TOJNBKO IIAJKUI KaMEHb.

— He mor xe oH MeHs clofia TOCaUTh U CBEPXY 3aBAJIUTh 11eJION TUIMTOM, — CTesie pe3Ko cTajio
He XBaraTh Bo3ayxa. Ilor 3aimmBan rnasza. — Bo3ayxa 31ech 10CTaTOUHO, — YCIOKanBajia OHAa cama
ce0s1, — MHA4YE HEe TOpPeN Obl CBETHIILHUKM. . .

Bapyr e€ manbipl Hanynaam TpenwHy B kamHe. CTesuia B3sla CBETWJIBHUK U TIomOekaia K
creHe. [Toxoxe, 4TO B cTeHe ObLT IMTPOXOJI, 3aKPHITHIA OBAJIbHBIM KaMHeM. Ha kaMHe ObUTH BhIpe3aHsbl
ueporaudsbl, 0ueHb MHOTO. CTeJlIa MOMbITaIACh IPOTOIKHYTh KAMEHb HAPYyXKy, HO HIUETO He BHIIILIO.
Torma oHa yxBaTwiach 0OEMMHU PyKaMmH 3a BBIEMKY B KaMHE W TOTsIHYJA ero Ha cebs. KameHs Ha
yAUBJIEHUE JIETKO OTheXal B CTOPOHY, Kak jaBepra. Ho 310 He ObLT BBIXO HA YJIUIly. 32 KAMEHHOU
JBEpIIeH HAXOIUIIOCh TIpofoDkeHre Tiemepsl. CTesuia B3sj1a CBETUIBHUK U BOIILIA.

Drta KOMHaTa OblJIa 3HAUYUTEJIHHO IITUPE 1 BhIITIe Mpeasayiei, Ho Cteuty yauBuio aqpyroe. Bes
OHA COCTOSUIa U3 TIyOOKMX KaMEHHBIX HUIII, HAOMHWHAIOIINUX CTeJTaxu B Oudnmoreke. Ho nexanu
TaMm He KHUru. BHavase Crelia mogymaa, 9to 3TO CBUTKH, HO KOT/Ia MO0 OJIMKe, TO yBUENA,
YTO TO KaMeHHbIe IWIMHAPBL. OHM ObUTA HEOOJTBIIIOTO pa3Mepa, U MaTepHral, 3 KOTOPOro OHU ObLTA
CIieJIaHbl, ObLT MOXOK Ha TOJICTOE CTEKJIO WM MPO3pavyHyo ruiactMaccy. Ho 31o ObUTo HU TO U He
apyroe. 1o ObuT KameHb. CIUIIKOM TsKeIbIMU ObUTH 3TH IWMHAPLL. Korna Cresuia B3s1a OVH U3
HUX B PYKH, OH 3aCHsLT HeSIPKUM, cuHeBaThiM (pocopuieckum ceetoM. CTpanHo, HO Crtesuia cpazy
BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO TaKOE CBEUCHUE BUJEIA B PyKe y CBOETO criacuTesis Toraa B jecy. OHa Mmojoxuia
STOT UWJIMHAP U B3siJIa IPYTrou, U OoH Toxke 3acBeTwics. Torma Crelia crajia nmpuKacaThCs K IVITAH-
Jpam, U B KOMHATe CTaJIO CBETJIO, KaK JHEM.

— 9T0 oueHb onacHoe 3aHgaTue, Creia. ..

JleByIKa B3ApOrHY/Ia U OIJIsTHYJIach. YesloBeK B ILUIAle CTOST y BXOJA.

— Kak 75l ciona Bomwia?

— 4 nckaia BBIXOL. . .

— Tel ucniyranacn?

— Her.

Crena ycrplimana, Kak OH THXOHBKO 3aCMesiICS.

— Tebe xoueTcs Ka3aTbhcst XpaOpoi, — JIACKOBO MIPOM3HEC OH. — 3a4eM Thl TOBOPHIITH HeTIpaBy ?
51 xe 4yBCTBYIO. ..

— Yro0 uyBCTBYelllb, MOl cTpax? — He noHs1a Cresia.

— U TBOWO pagocTh, ¥ BOCTOPT, U OOJb. . .

— [ouemy?

— §I Tak ycrpoeH... Tebe He HyKHO 3/IeCh HAXOAUTHCS, — OH KeCTOM npuriacui CTesiTy BBIATH.
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OHa nocnyianace.

— 41 He xoten TeOs HamyraTh, HO JIOJKEH ObLT OCTaBUTH TeOsl HEHAI0JTO, — OH TOBOPUJ THXO,
CJIOBHO 4Yepe3 CUJIy, U BCE BPEMs OITyCKaJI TOJIOBY, — Sl Tymaul, Thl €€ Chuilb. Tam, B KyBIIMHE,
HAITUTOK, OH Tpujact Tede cuil. Thl jke dyBCcTBYyelb ceOst cnadoi.

Crena crenayia HeCKOJIBKO IJIOTKOB. Y HAlUTKa ObUT TIPSIHBIN, CJIAJKOBATHIN BKYC.

— Crano nyuie?

Cremna orisinynack. OH cuien B YIily, HaXOXJIMBIIMCh, 3aBEPHYTHI B CBOH ILIAIll, TIOXOXKUIA
Ha OOJIBIITYI0 OOJIBHYIO TITHUILY.

— TeGe He KaxeTcsl, YTO THI JOJIKEH MHE BCE 3TO KaK-TO OOBSICHUTh? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— Her. 51 otHecy 1eOst TOMOIA, ¥ THI CO BpeMeHeM 3a0y/Ielllb BCE, UTO ¢ TOOOH MPOU3OIILIO.

— A ecu He 3a0yny?

— Tebe nukTo He noBepuTt. Eciu Obl 51 qaske Mor Bc€ pacckaszarh Tede, Thl BCE paBHO He IMOW-
MEILIb.

— Yk Kak-HHOY/Ab MOCTapaioch, — pasosmuiack Ctemna. — A Tl He MOAYMal O TOM, YTO MOIO
WCTEPHKY U TIOE3/IKy B TICUXYIIIKY TOMHIO HE TOJBKO 517

— DTOro HUKTO He OyJeT MOMHUTb.

—Kax? — pacrepsuiace Crena. — Tel 4TO ke, COTPELIL UM NAaMSATh ? — OHA HEBOJIBHO 3aCMESLIACh.

— 310 caenaw He 1. ..

— A MHe TOXe... COTPYT MaMsITh? — HEMPUATHBINA XOJIOIOK Mpodexan no cruae CTesuibl.

— Her.

— [ouemy?

— TeGe... 51 HE X04y, — €r0 TOJIOC 3ByYas IIyXO0, €/1Ba CJIBILIHO.

— Jla KTO THI TakOH, B KOHIIEe KOHIOB? — CTeJl1a 1marnysiia K Hemy. A OH BCKOUMJI U BXKaJICS B
CTEeHy, CIIPSITaB PyKH 32 CITUHY.

— YMorsio, He MOAXOAW KO MHE M He TpuKacaics, — ObICTPO MPOTrOBOpPHJI OH. — $1 He cMory
MOMOYb Tebe BO BTOPOH pas. ..

Creiia OCTAaHOBUJIACK.

— To1 paccrpoena. M xouems 3ariakars. .. — OH pa3Ben pykamu. — [ToBepb, TO, 4TO ThI XOYeIllb
3HaTh, HE MPUHECET Tebe HU PAJOCTH, HU ycrokoeHus1. — OH nmocmotpen Ha CTesuty U B3JOXHYI. —
Yrto ThI XOYellb 3HaTh?

— Ecnu ThI He MOJKeIIb CKa3aThb, KTO Thl, CKaXKH, XOTS Obl, CBOE MMSl, — HEPEIIUTEIHHO IPOMOJI-
Buia Creina.

— MeHs 30ByT AMeH, — TUXO OTO3BaJICSI OH. — DTHUM UMeHeM MeHsl Hapeku jiioau. OHo o3Ha-
YaeT CKPBIThIN, HEBUIUMBIH.

— A xakoe Hacrosiee TBOE uMs?

— 51 He momHIO, — 0TO3BaJICS OH. — OHO OBLIO 3aMMCAHO B YCHITABHUIIE MOMX MTPEAKOB, HO €r0
CTEpIIHU.

— Kro? — ynusuiace Cresia.

— He 3nato, moxer... Bpems.

Cresta ynbIOHYIaCh.

— U ckonbKO BpeMeHH TBOE UMsl CTEPTO?

OH otBetmi He cpazy. CTesula He BUJIeNa ero JIMIa, HO YyBCTBOBAJA, YTO OH CMOTPHT Ha Heé
Y CJIOBHO XKJET YEro-To.

— HeckombKo ThICAY JIET, — HAKOHETT MTPOrOBOPHJI OH. — S cOmics co cuéra.

Cresuta B M3yMJIEHHH CMOTpea Ha AMeHa.

— ThI )KUBENIb HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET? — MEJIJIEHHO CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

— 41 He yBepeH, UYTO KUBY...

— Ilemepa — 310 TBOM AOM?

— Her, 371ech s peniko ObIBao.
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— A rie TBI OBIBaeIb 4acTo?

— Io Bceii 3emite. . .

— 3auem?

— 3710 MOA.... pabdora.

— A 4TO THI JieJIaelb?

AMEH OTBEpHYJICA K CTEHE.

— ITOro s He MOI'y CKa3arh.

Cresute coBceM He OBbUIO CTpaiHo. DTo Obula camasi yIUBHUTENbHAS U, TIOXKATYH, pOMaHTHYe-
CKasl UICTOPHSI, KAKYIO TOJIBKO MOKHO ObLIO BOOOpa3uTh. CTesia MoHMMAasa, 9To OH He IPUYMHUT e
3714, ¥ BCE, YEro e XOTeI0Ch, ITO YBUIETh ero jmio. CTea Obula yBepeHHa, uTo AMeH MpeKpaceH,
Kak CKa304HbIH npuHIl. OHa MOAOILIA U MPOTSHYJIA PYKY K €ro KamolioHy.

— 4 Xouy yBUAETH TBOE JIMIIO. ..

OH mapaxHyJcst OT He€ B CTOPOHY U €/1Ba He YIIal.

— Her!

— Ho nouemy, — BoamyTmiack Cresia. — Thl IBaXKIBI CIIAC MHE XW3Hb. 1 TPOCTO XOUY YBUIETh
TBOU TJ1a3a.

— 41 enBa He youn TeOst MO COOCTBEHHOM TJTYTIOCTH, — C TOpeublo Tpon3Heéc AmeH. — U ceiivyac
TO/IBEPraio TBOIO XHM3Hb OMACHOCTH M3-3a cOOCTBeHHOM crabocTtu. [Ipocto moromy, 4To. ..

OH 3amonyai.

— Ilouemy? — kpuknyaa Cremna. — [Touemy?!

Ei1 ka3asioch, 4TO OH CKPBIBAET OT HEE KAKYI0-TO CTPAIIIHYIO TalHY.

— INoTomy, 4TO HE MOTY YUTH OT TeOsI... — OH TOBOPHJI €JBa CJIBIIITHO.

AwmeH crosin ciuHoi K Cresuie, M OHa BHE3aIHO OLIYTUJIA, Kak eMy Tskesno. OHa (pusndecku
MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO €My IIJIOXO, YTO 3a BCEM 3TUM MHUCTHYECKUM OpE/IoM CKpBIBACTCSI MHAS TaliHa,
r1yOOKast Tparevsi 3Toro desoBeka. CTesuia HIUero He MOIJIa COMOCTaBUTh, TpoaHaIM3upoBarh. OHa
HUYEro He MOHMMAJIA, U 3Ta XKyTKas CKa3Ka, CBAIMBINASICS HA HEE€ TaK BHE3AITHO, MOPOAWIA B Hel
YyBCTBO INIyOOKOro coctpaganusi. OHa He MOHMMaIa, B 4éM ero Oena, u, Jake He BUIS €ro JIMIa,
OIITyIIaJIa, 4To JIOOUT ero CTPAHHOW M HaIPbIBHOM JTIOOOBBI0. TOUHEe, KalocTh K HeMy OblIa rITyOxe
1 ocTpee, yeM J1o0oBb. CTesia CII0OBHO YBUJIENIA €ro U3HYTPH, CJIOBHO €ro JyIia KOCHY/Iach €€ AyIIu
Y TIOPOJWJIA 3TO CTPAHHOE, HAJIPHIBHOE YYBCTRO.

Crena, OCTOPOXXKHO TPHUIIOAHSIACH HA IBINIOYKAX M OOHsuIa ero 3a mieun. OHa mpuxkanach
IIEKOH K ero criiHe. AMeH B3/IpOTHYJI, BBITSHYJICS, KaK CTPyHA, HO He OTTONKHYJ Cresty.

— TeicsrueneTusMu s X0XKy 1O 3eMJIe U3 Kpasl B Kpaid, coOupasi SHEpruio 3BE37 B CBOIO cymy. S
HUKOT/IA HE 3alyMbIBAJICSI HAJl TEM, MOTY JIM JIeJIaTh YTO-TO JPYyroe, U BooOIe, KTo ecTh A7 S coznan
TaKUM OE3MOJIBHBIM, HEBUIUMBIM COOMpaTesieM 3BE3I. . .

— JloBelr 3B€31, — 3Xx0M oto3Bajiach Cresnia.

— MeH$ Ha3bIBAIOT U TaK. ..

OHM cujenu Ha )KMBOIKCHON TOPHOM BeplIMHE. AMEHY XOTesoch rnokas3ars Cresie Bce Kpa-
COTBI MUPA, KOTOpbIe OH Bre. CTellia cMoTpesia BHU3, T/, TJie 32 TPaHuUIlel 001aKOB BCIIBIXUBAJIN
Y TaCcJI OTHU HOYHOTO ropoja. OHa MprKUMasiach CIIMHOM K €ro CIHHe, MO-TMPeXHEMY He BUIS ero
JMLIA.

— Twl BeIXOzen U3 Erunra?

— Jla, TaM KWIA MOM TIPEJIKU.

— Ho kax e Thl TOBOPHIITH Ha SI3BIKE. . .

— 41 roBOpIO Ha SI3BIKE 3eMJIH, B KOTOPON HAX0XYCh, — AMEH YJIBIOHYJICS. — XOTS He 3HAI0, 3a4eM
MHe 3T0. [Io TeOs sl He pa3roBapyBal HA C KEM HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHH, @ MOXKET U JIObIIIE.

— 3aueM Thl cOOMpaeIib 3BE3THYI0 SHEPTUio?

— Mbi Ha3bIBaeM e€ 3BE3/1HasI MblTb. B HEll HaXOQUTCs OrpoOMHasi CUjia, OHA He JIOJIKHA MONacTh
K CMEPTHBIM.
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— YTtoOBI OHU HE CTAJTM BCEMOTYIIUMU ?

— Wnm monpocTy He Moruou. . .

— Kak a?

— Kak Th1. A Begp k TeOe monajia ofHa MbIIMHKA WK enié MeHbIIe. .. $1 cam mpornuraH 3Ton
TMIBUTBIO M TOTOMY HEBOJILHO riepeia e€ TeOe, Korma KOCHYIICS. . . A Thl eJjBa He ymepJa. .. B rebe oueHb
MHOTO TIOJABJIEHHOTO THEBA, CKPHITHIX MepekuBaHui. Y mosToMy Karuist 3BE3JHOM MbLTH IPpoOyauia
B TeOe BCE, YTO HAKATUIMBAJIOCH TOJJAMH.

— Yro s Bupena?

— Boiinbl, kaTactpodsl nporwioro u Oyayiero. B Tebe Obuta cuna. .. apeBHUX 60roB. JloOoi
APYrod CMEpTHBIN HE CIIPABIJICS OBl C STHM.

— A 41O BO MHE He Tak?

AMeH ynbIOHyCS.

— Th1... HeMHOXKO Jpyrast. 1o ObiBaeT. Ho Thl TOKE MOIIa TOrMOHY Th.

— Thl cnac MeHs4. ...

— He ... — Amen nokayvai rosiooii. — He 1... K coxanenuro.

On 3amomnuasn. Tenepb OHM CHIEH B TUIIMHE, OLTyINas OM30CTh Apyr Apyra. Cresie OblIo Tak
XOPOIIIO, TAKOTO YMUPOTBOPEHUSI OHA JaBHO HE UCTIBIThIBaIA. MOXKeT, KOrjia-To B JETCTBE. .. OUEHb-
OYEHb JIaBHO.

AMEH MOIHSAJ TOJIOBY.

— MHe HyXHO OTHECTH TeOs1 JIOMOM. . .

He noxupasce e€ orBera, on noaHsuics. Cresuia mocMOTpelia Ha HEero CHu3y BBepx. BHeszarHo
OHa BCE IMOHAJIA, 0e3 BCAKUX OOBICHEHUI.

— 51 Gosnbiie He yBUXKY TeOsI. .. — TUXO MPOrOBOPHMIIA OHA.

— To1 1 celiuac He BUIUILIL MEHS, — AMEH 3aBepHYJI JIaJI0HHU B I1J1a] ¥ oAHsu1 CTety ¢ 3eMIId. —
Thl BUAMIIB TOIBKO 3T0. — OH TPsIXHYJ Iu1anioM. — M moBepb, cMOTpeTh B AEUCTBUTEIBHOCTU HE Ha
qT0. ..

— 41 Gonblnie He yBUKY TeOs. .. — Tojioc e 3aapoxkait. CE3bl IOIKATHIIN K TOPITY.

Creia cama He MOHUMAJIA, IOYEMY €H TaK CTPAITHO OCO3HABATh, UTO €ro He Oy/IeT B e€ KU3HU.

— Mens xe Her, Ctesna! — npousHéc AMEH Tak T'POMKO, UTO OHA UCITyTajiack. — S mepcoHax u3
CKa3KH, JiereHpl. .. Thl BUAUIIb TUIAIL — KYCOK CTOJIeTHEel marepuu, u royioc. [ToBeps, 3T0 HE crouT
TBOMX CJIES.

Ho cnéssl yxe Oexanu ofHa 3a OTHOM.

— Henpaena! — kpuknyna Crenna — Thl. ..

OHa xoTeJa eig YTo-To CKa3arh, HO AMeH nojaxBaTui e€ Ha pyku. CTelia BHE3aITHO OKa3alach
B cBoell komHare. OHa CTOsi1a, COBCEM pacTepsiHHAsA, Y packpbeiToro okHa. OaHa. CIOBHO HAYETo U
He OBUIO.

«...Oco3HaHUE TOro, YTO OH BCEMOTYIII, MPUIAET K HeMy He cpa3y. BHauasie oH OyzeT mo Kpy-
nurie coOMpaTh yTpadueHHbIe 32 THICSAUENICTHS IyBCTBA, ollylieHus1. OH Oy/1eT MPUBBIKATh UMU yIIPaB-
JIATh, KaK MJIQJIEHEI] IOCTENEHHO YYUTCS CIPABJISATHCSA CO CBOMMU PyKamMH, HOramH, IIOTOM OH CMO-
KET CUJIETh, XOOUTh. .. Tak 1 JloBel 3B€3/1, BHAUaJIe HAYYUTCS 3aHOBO KUTh Y€JI0BEYECKOM KU3HBIO.
OH 0OpeTET MOHYI0 TAPMOHHUIO C MUPOM, U, BMECTe C TeM, CHUJTy Pa3pylIUuTh STOT MUP...»

[Inu Mecspl, gonrue, oMHOOOpa3HbIe MecsIIbl. [JHU CMEHSTUCh THSAMU, HEJIe HeJeIsSMU. . .

Crete Ka3aaoch, YTO OHA MEPENoiI3aeT U30 JHS B JIEHb WIN MEePEKAThIBAETCS, KaK TSKENbINA
CBUHIIOBBIM 1map. BHauane ona mpocto xaana. Kaxayio Hous Cteia cuiena y pacKpbhiTOro OKHa,
YCTAaBUBIIKCH B O€3MOJIBHOE HOYHOE He0o. MHOorma Mama mo yTpam Haxomuia e€ CIISIei Ha Imof-
OKOHHHUKE.
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[ToTroM HacTynw1 HOBBIM BUTOK Oe3ymust. CTelia crajia JIMX0paJ0uyHO UCKATh MH(DOPMAIHIIO O
JloBrie 3BE31, HO, YBBI, KPOME JIETEH/IB B €€ KHIUKKE 00 3TOM TlepcoHake OOJbIle HUT/Ie He YIIOMU-
HAJIOCh JJake BCKOJB3b. CTesuia untana o Erunre: Mudbl, JiereH s, peaurud. .. Ho 3To Toxe He gajno
pe3yJIbTaToB. AMEH He YITOMUHAJICS TaM HU B KakoM KadecTBe. Ctena peutach B MIHTEpHeTe, Toka
He BO3HMKaJa 00ib B Iazax. OHa cMeHsia 60k B rpyau, 1 CTejie CTaHOBUJIOCH Jierde.

U B xakoii-to MomeHT CTellia MoHsIa, YTo e€ CTpaJaHus COBEPIICHHO HeOOOCHOBAaHHBI. AMEH
OBbLIT COBEpIIICHHO TIpaB — ero Her, mpocto Her! CTella He MOIJIa MBICIIEHHO YBUETh €ro JIUIIO,
MOTOMY 4TO HUKOT/a ero He Bujesna. OHa He MOIJIa MBICJIEHHO IPOYYBCTBOBATH OIIYIIIEHHE €T0 IMPH-
KOCHOBEHHsI, [TOTOMY 4TO OH He KacaJics e€, U Jake 3BYK ero rojioca MOTUXOHBKY UcUe3asl U3 MaMsTH.
Crena yyBCTBOBaJa, Kak AMEH MOTUXOHBKY TIOKHIAET e€ )KU3Hb, MPEeBpaIasich B CMyTHOE BOCIIO-
MUHAHUE, ¥ 9TO yKacHO Mmyrajio. Beg, uro ocranock y Ctesuisl — 310 nMs. Beero nuibs OyKBbI, CTpaH-
Hoe coyeraHue 3ByKkoB. M Torma Crena crana nucaTbh 3T0 UMs. Beyepamu, 3akpbIBIIMCH B CBOE
komHate, CTesuta BeIBOIMIIA ero uMs Ha Oymare. Koraa 3akaHumBanachk Tetpanp, CTesuia HaYMHATA
HOBYIO.

— AmeH... AmeH... AMeH... — CTe/ia Mpor3HOCKIIA TO CJIOBO TaK 4acTo, YTO OHO 3aMEHMUJIO
BCE APYyTHE CJI0BA B €€ TOJIOBE.

JIHY TAHY/IMCH OECKOHEYHOM CepOo HUTHIO. A cCaMbIM HEMPHUSATHBIM ObLJIO TO, uTo CTesuia MoHu-
MaJia, Kak xe 3710 rayno. Ho 4yBcTBO, 3amomHuBIIEe e€ ayiry, He ObUIO MOX0kKe Ha OOBIYHYIO BITIOO-
JEHHOCTh. Beb 310 ke Opef, TIOOUTh YeoBeKa, KOTOPOro Th axe He Bujaena. CTesuia He UCITBITHI-
Bajla YyBCTBO JIIOOBH, CKOpee 3TO ObLIO YyBCTBO yTparhl. CTesie Ka3aaoch, YTO OT He€ OTOpBaIU
KaKyl0-TO 4acTh €€ camoil. Bosbliyio Jacts, camyio 3HaunMyo. M 6e3 He€ OHa CJIOBHO JIMINIIACH
paBHOBecHs1, Bc€ Hapymuiaochk. Teneps Ctesie Ka3ajloch, YTO BCIO )XU3Hb OHA KJIaj1a 9TOM BCTPEUH,
YTO TaM, B 9TOM HEpeabHOM, CTPAHHOM MHPE U €CTb €€ HACTOsIIEe MECTO.

Creta npofoskaia XoquTthb B mkoiay. Ho yuntbes He nonydasnocs. CTesuia moBeprajia yuure-
JIefl B IIIOK TIOJTHBIM OTCYTCTBHEM MHTepeca K y4€0e. A Be/ib 3TO BBITYCKHOH Kiacc!

EnuncTBeHHOE, uTO OBUTO XOpoIo — 310 Kupwt. Toudee ero orcytctBre. OH, KOHEUHO *ke,
HE TIOMHWJI BCEX T€X CTPAHHBIX COOBITHIA, HO TIOUYEMY-TO CTaJI IepkKaThcsl B cTopoHe. CTeia pernmiia,
YTO €My MPOCTO HAT0ENI0 OECKOHEYHO €€ aTaKoBaTh. ITO OYEHb PACCTPAUBAJIO MaMy, M OHA TIapy pa3
MBITAIACh 3aBeCTH Pa3roBop 0 CTe UThIHBIX B3auMOOTHOMeHuAX ¢ Kupuwiom. Creia oTMadnBa-
nacek. Ho Teneps y Mambl ObLTH JpyrHe rmevaav. Mama Kakablid JeHb TPUXOIrIa B KOMHATY JIOUKH,
Y HAYMHAJIACh JUIMHHAS HOTAIMs O Oe30TBETCTBEHHOM OTHOIIeHnU CTesutsl K yuébe.

— 41 He moHMMATO, YTO ¢ TOOOH MPOUCXOAUT, — BO3MYIasIack Mama. — OUeHb Kallb, UTO THI HE
MOJeIIb ObITh CO MHOW OTKPOBEHHOM, KaK C Marioi, HO mara Bceraa ropawics To6oi. OH Medra
YBUIETh TeOsI IOCTOMHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, C Xopoliel mpodeccrei, a Tol... O 4ém Thl qymaers? [lo
KOHIIa y4eOHOr0 rojia OCTaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MecsTieB. MeHsI CHOBA BBI3BIBAIOT B IIIKOITY.

Cresna Momuajia. Mama Obljla B OTUAsIHUY.

— Crena, 104Ka, HY 4TO ¢ TOOOH nporcxoaut? 1o uto, o008k ? Kto or? [Togenuck co MHOM.
MokeT ThI CBsI3asIach C JypHOH KOMITaHMel? — MaMa IofIoNuIa ¥ onbitasiack OOHATh CTemty. — MHe
TSKEJIO BUJETh TBOM MEPEKUBAHUS, @ Thl MOTUHIIIb. . .

Ho B ronoce e€ 3Byuaso pazipaxkeHue, Kak Bcer/a, B 001eM, korga CTeury 4To-To TPEBOKUIIO.
JIOUKMHBI TTepeKMBAHU S BHI3BIBAINA B HEW TOJIHKO 9TO YYBCTBO. Mama Mmook aana HeCKOJIbKO CeKYH/I,
Ho Ctesuta cujiena no-rnpexxHeMy Komouasi, Kak Ex.

— Hy u nagno, — Mama yopaiia pyku co CtesibHbIX TUed. — JloBosbHO. Terepb 51 Oyay KOHTpO-
JIMPOBATh KAKbIM TBOU IIar, BIUIOTh O OKOHYAHUS MIKOJIBL. ECIN HYy)XHO, s1 CHUMY JBEpU B TBOEU
KOMHaTe, YTOOBI Thl HE MOTJIa 3aIUPAThCS.

Mawma BbliiLIa, TPOXHYB ABepblo. CTeia cena Ha KpoBaTh U CTUCHYJIA TOJIOBY pykKamu. B myiie
OHa MOHMMaJia, YTO MaMa IpaBa. BITYCKHOM KJ1acc — He Jiydiee BpeMs Ajis aenpeccuu. Ho nzme-
HUTH uTO-TM00 CTesuia Obl1a He B cujlax. DTo ObUIO, Kak Oosie3Hb. CTesuia 4yBcTBOBaJIA ceOs O0IThb-
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Ho#. OHa oIllyIania, 4To Jaibllle TaK Helb3sl, Hy)XeH ObLT MTPOPBIB, BCTPSICKA, YTO YTOTHO, JIUIIH ObI
CIOBHHYTH BCE C MEPTBOM TOUKU. VT MpeKpaTuTh 3T OECCMBICIIEHHBIE CTPAJaHus Pa3 U HaBCeTa.

Cresuta Bepuia B TO, YTO €CJIM OOT 3aKPBIBAET JIBEPH, OH OCTaBJISIET OTKPHITBIM OKHO. [ 71aBHOE
— HaiTH 310 OKHO. U Cresia pemmia, 4To Hala. . .

— Tl ke rOBOpHJI, YTO UyBCTBYEIIIb TO K€, UYTO YYBCTBYIO £1. .. — IpomenTaia Cteiia, HA K KoMy
He 0Opaniasich. — 3HAUUT, ThI OIIYIIAEIIb MOIO 00JIb, MOE OTUasTHIE U HUYEM He XOYeIllb MHE [IOMOYb.
3Haunt, Tebe aOCOMOTHO HA MEHSI HaIlJIeBaTh. .. XOPOIIIO, TOr/a 5 3HAI0 €IUHCTBEHHbIN BHIXO.

Cresuta gocrana tesniedoH U BbI3BaIa TakcH. [lotom, crapasick He IIyMeTb, CIYCTUJIaCh BHU3,
riepecekJia ABOp M BhIIILIA Ha ynuily. Ha ynuie Obij1o yke COBCeM TEMHO.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Toabexaia MamuHa. Cresuia oTrnpaBuiack B ropof. oaro exars He
npunuiock, Ctesuie Hy’KHO ObUIO JIMIIL JOOPaThCsl 4O OMMKAfIero BBICOTHOTO JIOMa. YBHIIEB MOM-
XOASIIUIA, OHA MOMPOCKIIA BOAUTENSI OCTAHOBUTHCS. [ToTOM MofHsIach Ha TM(TEe HA BEPXHUH ITaXK.
[Tpuninock, mpaBjaa, MOBO3UTCS C ABEPHIO, BEAYIIIEH Ha KPbIITY, OHA HEMHOT'O 3apXkaBesia, ¥ IO3TOMY
HHUKaK He XoTena oTKpbiBaThcs. Hakoner, Cresuia BeiOpasiachk Ha Kpbimry. [IpoOupasich Mexay cra-
pbIMU THE3JAMHU U MITUYBMM MOMETOM, CTesuta OYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO PEIIMMOCTH COBEPIINTH 3a/y-
MaHHOE B Hell MOyOaBUIIOCh.

Cresuta BHIOpasiach Ha caMoe BHICOKOE MECTO U CTYIWJIA Ha caMblil Kpail. OTcioia OTKpPhIBAJIaCh
3aBOpaKMBAIOIIAs TaHOpama HOYHOro ropoaa. Heckonbko MruoBenuii Cresnia mpocTo odoBasach
TUXUM MepiianueM oraeil. OHa He ObUla YBEpPEHHaA, UTO TOT, PajJx KOTOPOTO OHA 3/1eCh, €€ CIIBIIINUT,
HO B TOM, YTO OHa OeCKOHe4YHO jopora emy, Ctesta He comHeBaach. OHa He 3Hajia, OTKyza Oblia
3Ta YBEPEHHOCTb.

Creuta 3aKkpblia rjasa.

— AMeH, Thl 9yBCTBYEIIb TO €, YTO YyBCTBYIO 51?7 — IPOrOBOPHJIA OHA. — 3HAUMUT, TeOe cerlvac
TOXE 0 OO CTPAIIHO. ..

Cresuta OTTOJIKHYJIACh OT CTEHBI U MpPBITHY/IA BHU3. JleTeTh ObLIO JIETKO U CTpaHHO. B rosose
MOJIHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBOBQJIM MBICTIH, M CTPaX TOXE OTCTYIHJI Tepel] YyBCTBOM TMOJHON OTPElIeHHO-
cru. BaezanHo nonér odopasics pe3kuM TomdkoM. CTeslia mouyBCTBOBaJIA, UTO e€ OyTO MOAXBATUII
yparaH, ¥ 4epe3 MrHOBEHbE OHa OLIYyTHJIAa TBEPAYIO MIOYBY O] HOTAMH.

Cremta oTkpbuia m1aza. OHa cTosijia B CBOe KOMHATe, U B 111are ot He€ cTosi1 AMeH. OH CKJIo-
HWI TOJIOBY U TSDKEJIO JIBIIIAL.

— AMeH, — oHa Opocuiach K HeMY, HO OH OTCTPaHHJICS.

— 3auem ThI 3TO czienana? — rojoc ero 3Byvan riyxo. — O 4ém el gymasna’?

— 41 3Hana, YTO THI HE JAIIb MHE MOrMOHYTh. MHE HYKHO OBbLJIO YBUAETH TeOs, TOTOBOPHUTH C
TOOOM, a ThI HE TIPUXOUI. ..

— Crenna, s e ckazan Tebe Toraa — 3a0yab Be€, 9To mpor3onuio. CYrTail 3T0 CHOM, BBIIyM-
KOH. ..

— Ho 181 xe He 3a0b11? — CTeina ymosone cMoTpeiaa Ha AmeHa. — Eciiu Tl 311eCh, U Th
HE CMOT JaTh MHe MOoruOHyTh, — CTesuia nojponuia Oamke U KOCHYJIach ero IJieda, — 3HaYuT, s He
Oe3pasnuHa Tebe, 3HAYMT, THI... Thl HE MOXKEIIb MPOCTO OCTABUTH MEHSI. . .

OH OTBEpHYJICS M 3aCTOHAJL.

— Jla, 1 He MOTY OCTaBUTh TeOsI, — OH CJIOBHO BBIABIUBAN U3 ceOsl cioBa. — Thl, Kak O0JIe3Hb,
KOTOpasi pa3pbIBaeT MEHsI Ha YacTH, — OH OTcTpaHuiIcs oT Ctesibl. — Thl poOyskaaenis BO MHE YeJio-
BEYECKHUE CTPACTH, OUIYILIEHHUsI, KOTOPHIX sl HUKOT/IA He 3HAJT MM JaBHO 3a0bUl. $1 He Mory Jenathb To,
YTO JOJIKEH, 51 BCE BPeMsI HaX0XKYCh PAOM C TOOOH.

— Kak psaaom? — He nonsina Creiia.

— 41, cnoBHO TeHb, Mpecienyio Tedst MOBCIOY, — OH 3acMesUICs. — S MPOXUBAI0 KaK/Iyl0 TBOIO
SMOIIMIO, KaKA0e TBOE YyBCTBO. Thl BRIBEpHYJIA MEHSI HAM3HAHKY CBOMMU cTpananusiMu. Ho s He
ymén. S mpomoskall crpagath psiioM ¢ ToOO0M. DTa 3aBUCUMOCTD OT TeOs caenana MeHs padom. U s
He 3Halo, uTo OyaeT nainbiie. S cren. — OH cxka rojoBy pykamu. — Tenepb st BUKY TOIBKO TeOs. ..
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— Taxk, MoxeT, ToI pocTo. .. [IpocTo modurib MeHs1? — poOko cripocuia Cresuia.

— JI1000Bb. .. — OH yIBIOHYICS. — JIIDOOBB — 3TO HUUTOXKHASI KPYIIMHKA TOTO YyBCTBA, KOTOPOE
s McnbIThIBaIO K Tede, Cremia. Thl cTana BceM MOMM CYIIECTBOM, M 51 HE 3HAIO, KaK OTOPBATh ceOs
oT Te04. ..

— He nano, — Crena nogdesxana kK Hemy. — He Ha/to oTpeIBath. ..

— Thl He NOHMMaEIIb, O YEM TOBOPHIIIb. . .

C kakoil MyKo¥ ObLTH CKa3aHbI 3T cjioBa. CTeie CTajio CTPaIHo.

— Tak pacckaxu MHe, U s oMy, — ckazaiia Ctesuia. — Yem s1 Mmory momoub Tede? 51 uem yromHo
rOTOBA MOKEPTBOBATH Py TEOs. ..

AMeH Ka4yHyJI TOJIOBOM.

—3auem? {1 naxe KocHyThCS TeOst He Mory. $1 He Mory ObITh ¢ TOOOM psitoM. U1 eciut ThI KOMY-
HUOYIb paccKaxelrb 000 MHE, TeOsl COUTYT CyMaclleAllel, TOTOMY UTO s HeBUAUM! — TOCTIeHUE
CJIOBA OH MOYTH KpUKHYJ. — Ho 1 310 He miaBHOoe. Thl OYeHb CHIIBHO Xkellajla YBUAETh MOE JIUIIO.
A s Oosinicst Tebe ero nokasatsb... Ho Terneps yxe He 00I0Ch... — AMEH OTCTYIHJI HECKOJIBKO I1aroB
Hazaj. — Bo3MOXHO, 9TO pa3 v HaBcer/a MoJoKHUT KOHEIl TBOMM CTPaJaHusIM.

— MHe BC€ paBHO, Kak Thbl BHIVISAULID. .. — Beiamwia Cresuia.

— 3auem THI Bpéib, CTeuia? — AMEH ropbko yIbIOHYJICS. — $1 ke 3Hato, 4To Tl Ooutibes. U
MPABUJIBHO JIeJIaeiiib. ITO U3AEPKKU Moel padoTel, Ctemia. Tol BUEIa MOU PYKH, — OH MPOTSHYIT
Briepén 1aionu. Ha HuX ObUTH BUITHBI 3apyOLIeBABIIMECS CIIEbI 0XKOTOB. — 3BE3/IbI OBIBAIOT CIIUIIIKOM
rOpsiYMe WIK B3PBIBAIOTCA MPAMO B JIaJOoHAX. Toraa gocraérca pykam. Tak ke JOCTaETcs U JIALLY, HO
€ro MOJKHO CIPATaTh. DTO 30POBO.

OH roBopw1 BKpaguuBo U THXO0. Y CTesibl Mypalliky MOMON3/H MO CIHHE.

— W motom, Kak 1o TBOEMY BBHIIJISIIUT MyMHsl, KOTOpasi TACKAeTCs TIO CBETY HECKOJIBKO THICSY
net? Bpsa m oHa Moniozia U cBexa, He Tak Jiv, Ctemuia? S momkeH ObUT cAeaTh 3TO emE B caMoM
Hayase, HO MHe, TPU3HAIOCh, OUYeHb XOTEJIOCh, YTO ObI ThI BCHOMHMHAJIA 000 MHE O€3 OTBpaleHHUS . . .

[Noxo:xe, oH OyZIeT TOBOPUTH BEYHOCTD, HO TaK M HE CMOKET peruThesl. Y CTesuibl Caa HEpBbI:
OHA PEe3KO MPOTSHYJIA PYKY U CAEPHYJIA KAIIOIIOH C €ro TOJIOBbl. AMEH BCKPUKHYJ U 3aKPbUT JIUIIO
pykamu. Ho Bcero oH 3akpbiTh HE MOT — T'YCThie MeIHbIE BOJIOCHI PACCHINAIUCH 10 €ro Iieyam 10
nosica. OH OTHSIT PyKH OT JIuI[a ¥ mocMoTpest Ha Ctesuty, TyObl ero cTpajaabuecku UCK puBIIIUCH. OH
KJaJ1, YTO OHA 3aKPUYHT, OTBEpHETCS, HO CTesuia CMOTpesia Ha Hero, MPUOTKPBIB POT.

EcTp noHsiTHE — COBEpIIIEHHAs KpacoTa — OUeHb a0CTpakTHOe MoHATHE. Hy)XHO npu3HaTth, 4To
IJIsL KaXJOTo TOHSTHE COBEPIIEHHOW KpacoThl OYeHb MHAMBUAYaIbHO. CTelia MHOTO pa3 3a 3TH
MYYHTebHBIE MECSIIbl PUIyMbIBaIa cebe M0 AMeHa, HO OH OKa3aJiCs COBEPIIEHHO HE TaKhM,
KakuM OHa ce0e ero MpeacTaBsiia.

— BOT 51 Kakoi... — XpUIUIO MPOU3HEC OH.

— 41 Buxy, — Crenna ynsioHynack. — Thl Kak aHred. . .

BrienHoe, y3koe JHII0, TOUEHBIA HOC W OOJIbIIHEe, aOCOMIOTHO YEpHbIE, I1a3a — OH ObLT IS
Creibl COBEPILIEHHBIM.

AMeH BHUMATEJIbHO ciequ 3a peakiyei CTelbl.

— He moxeT ObITh, — OH KOCHYJICS Ji0a, MEK MajabliaMu. — MOE JIUI0, eclii BepUTh CBUTKY,
BHYIIIAET Y)Kac CMEPTHBIM U MOBEPraeT 0eCCMEPTHHIX B YHBIHHE.

— Tbl MOJKeIIb caM B3IJISIHYTh, €CJIM MHE He BepHIllb, — CTella ¢ yablOKOH yKa3asa Ha 3epKaJlo,
KOTOpOE CTOSUIO 32 CIMHOM AMeHa. — TBou GeccMepTHBIE — MTPOCTO IypaKH.

AMeH nokavaJi ToJIOBOU.

— 51 He orpaxaioch B 3epkayiax, Cremna. ..

— Torna s 3HaM0, 4TO HYXHO AejaTh! — oopanoBanacs Cresia.

Omna OGpocuiach K ANMKY MMCBMEHHOTO CTONA, OTHICKAJIA YMCThIe aTbOOMHBIE JIUCTHI U KapaH-
Aarll.
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— 41 HerIoXo pUCYI0, M THI CMOXEIIb YBUIETh ceOs... XOTs, KOHEUHO, 51 He CMOTY B TOUHOCTH
nepeaTb BCE COBEPIIIEHCTBO TBOEU KPACOTHI. ..
AwmeH 3acMestyics. Y Hero Obula IIMPOKasi, CBeTIast yJbIOKa.

3a okHOM JiiT JOKb. TErbIi BeceHHU noxauK. CTelia cuaesa Ha KpoBaTH, CJIOKUB HOTU
MO-TypeulKH, U pucosaia. [1o BceM cteHaM e€ KOMHaThl BUCEIM IOPTPETHl AMEHA, HO OHA He yCTaBajia
€ro pucoBaTthb. A OH, B T€ KOPOTKHUE Yachbl, KOTOPbIE MOT IMPOBOUTH C HEM, pacCKa3bIBaJl € O JaIbHUX
CTpaHax U MPOINUIbIX BeKax. MHorma Mama 3axoiuiia K Heil B KOMHATY U, 3aCTaB JIOUKY 32 PUCOBaHUEM,
OUYEeHb YIUBJISIACH.

— Ilouemy TbI pucyelib 0HO U TO ke Juno? Kro 31o?

Mawma cena Ha kpoBaTh psiiom ¢ AmMeHoM. KoHeuHo ke, oHa ero He Buzesa. OHa KOCHY/Iach
TUIEYOM €ro Iuieda, e€ BOJIOCH IIEKOTaM eMy HOC. AMeH ynblOHYsCS M oTcTpaHumics. CTenia He
BbIJIEpXkKaJla U paccMesiiach.

— Yto cMmentHoro? — He MoHsIa Mama. — Tak, KTo 310?

— Hukro, — Creruia noxasia miedamu. — [11og Moero BooOpakeHusl.

Mawma B3s1j1a pUCYHOK B PyKH, IOCMOTpEJIa Ha HEro HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsi, TOTOM IosKasia IyIeuamHu.

— JIOBOJILHO CUMMATUYHBIN, — CKa3aJia OHa. — TOJIbKO PhIKKE BOJIOCHI HE COUETAIOTCS C TAKUMU
YEpHBIMHU T71a3aMu. [ 1a3a TOKHBI OBITH cepbiMU. Toraa OyaeT rapMOHUSI.

— A MHe nucrapmonus HpaBuTcs, — Ctesuia 3abpajia pUCyHOK.

Creuta CHOBa HavyaJla yYMTCs, Yallie 3arisabpiBaTh B 3epKaJIo U CTaJla MOMPUBETIIMBEN C MAMOM.
Tenepr AMeH MOT MOSIBISATHCS HE TOJIBKO 10 HouaM. OH 4acTo NMPUXOAWI THEM U TTpoBoxai Cresuty
70 IIKOJB. AMEH He MOT Jake B3STh €€ 3a pyKy, HO 3TO Obulo He BaxHO. OHU IUTA PAIOM, U
Crena Obuta cyacTvBa. VIHOT/Ia OH MOSIBIISJICS 32 OKOHHBIM CTEKJIOM B KJIacce, YTOObI 103a0aBUTh
e€. Cre/uia He ymasia O TOM, YTO OH OECCMEPTHBII, UYTO OH, BOOOIIe, MOYTH HE YeIOBEK, el ObLIO
BCE€ paBHO. U TO, 4TO OH HEBUAUMBII JIs1 OCTIBHBIX, TOKE €€ HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYIIIAJI0, TIOTOMY YTO
JUIs1 He€ caMoi HEBUIMMBIM CTaJl BeCh MUP, BepHee, AMeH Teriephb CTall €€ MUPOM.

Cresuta o-npexkxHeMy CTOPOHIJIACH OTHOKJIACCHUKOB, HO B OCTAJILHOM CTaJla BECTH ceOs aJeK-
BaTHO, ¥ 3TO OYEHb PAJIOBAJIO MaMy M KJIACCHOTO PYKOBOJAUTEISI.

ITo Hoyam Cresa mpockinaniach U oOHapykuBaia AMeHa, CUasImuM y e€ rocrean. OH Jiio0o-
BaJIcs €I0 CIISAIIEeH, BeJlb CaM OH JaBHO 3a0bUI, UTO Takoe COH. B Takne muHyThl CTesuia Oblia roToBa
OTJIaTh CBOIO JYIITY TOJIBKO 32 TO, YTO ObI OH MOT TIPOCTO TIOIEJIOBaTh €. AMEH MOJTJall, HO YyBCTBO-
BaJI TO e camoe. OH OCTOPOXKHO KacaJicsi ry0amMu e€ Ij1ed, pyK, TOro, 4To ObLIO TPUKPBITO OCKIOM.

— A MOXeT HMYero u He CIIyuurcs. .. — menrtaia Crteuia, o0OHMMas ero 3a TUICYH.

OH HUYero He OTBevasl, a yKyTaB B ILIAIll, TOAXBATHIBA €€ Ha PYKH U MIOAHUMAJT K 3BE3THOMY
HeOy. OH MoKa3bIBaJl €l camMble KpacHBbIe YTOJIKH 3eMJIM, camMble CKa3ouHble 3Be3nomnansl. U Cremna
BU/JIEJIA, KAK OH JIOBUT 3BE3/IbI M CKJIAABIBACT UX CUITY B cyMy. M Kak OH mpeKpaceH B STOT MMT.

... Tor cupen y mogaoxust Cunkca. [71a3a ero ObUTH 3aKPHITHL, ITUYbS TOJIOBA 3aIIPOKUHYTA,
Kak B 3a0bITbH. CyXOl, TOPSTYMIA BeTep MyCTHIHU JIyJ1, CJIOBHO CKBO3b HETO, HE MOIIECBEINB HY €JTHOTO
riepa Ha ero rojioBe.

AMeH omycTHICS Tiepe]] HUM HECTIBIIITHO U, C/IeJIaB JIBa Il1ara, mpuces psAA0M Ha TeCOK.

— 7Kapko cerogss... Xopouio. ... — He OTKpbIBas Ij1a3, npousHec Tor.

— 3a4eMm Thl XOTeJI MeHsI BUIETh? — cripocusi AMeH. OH CHOBa ObLT B TUIAIIIE, Y KATOIIOH IT0-
MpeKHEMY CKPBIBAJI €r0 TOJIOBY.

— A pa3Be MHe HyeH MOBO/I, YTOOBI TOBUIAThCS ¢ TOOOH ? — TOT OTKPBIJI IJ1a3a U C YIUBJICHHEM
YCTaBWJICS Ha COOECEeTHUKA.

AMeH He OTBETHII.

— 41 y3HaJ, 9TO THI CTAJI TUIOXO BBITIONHATH CBOIO padOTy, U 51 00I0Ch, uTo CeTx Toke 00 3TOM
y3HaerT. ..
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— HagepHoe, 1 ycTan, — THXO IPOroBOpus AMeH.

— CBUTKY roBOpAT, UTO Thl HE 3HAEUIb YCTAJIOCTH. . .

— 3HA4YMUT, CBUTKU OIIHOAIOTCS. . .

Tot nonHsCH.

— CBUATKHY HaMCcaHbl OOraMu 10 HAaC, B HUX HET OIINOOK. ..

— IlpaBaa? — AmMeH ycMexHyJcs, — A Kak xe Mo€ uio? Tlouemy CBUTKM BpyT O MOEM Jiuiie?
Mozxet notomy, uto ux nucan Cerx? — nociegHue cioBa AMeH KPUKHYIIL.

Tot B3apOrHyJI.

— Yro nmpoucxomut ¢ To00u, AmeH? — ToT BeIIIsiieN pactepssHHbBIM. — OTKyna 3ta 6yps cTpa-
creii B Tebe? UTo 32 MbICIM OpOAST B TBOEH TOJIOBE. . .

ToT XoTen NonokUTh PyKy Ha ronoBy AMeHa, HO OH orcTpaHuics. Pyka Tora Tak u ocraiach
BUCETh B BO3/IyXE.

— §I Bcerga umTas TBOM MBICIIU, KaK PACKpBITYIO KHUTY...

— Teneps 51 x0uy octaBuTh UX 1pu cede. [Ipoctu, Tot, 51 GosbIIe HE XOUy KUTh B TEMHOTE.

— YTo Thl XOUelIb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— IoyeMy CBUTKM Bpajid 0 MOEM Jiuiie? — AMeH cOpOCHII TUIAII.

Tot memienHo npuonusmics. OH OCTOPOXHO Kacascs Juiia AMeHa, He B CUJIaX TIOBEpHUTh B
YBUJEHHOE.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObITh. $1 BU/IeN TBOE JIMIIO HECKOJIbKO BEKOB Ha3a/l. .. Thl ObLIT HE TAKUM. ..

— Ho s Takoii, — B gyme y AMeHa KJokoTtana Oypsi, 1 0TOJIecK e€ ObUT BUIEH B €r0 YEPHBIX, KaK
yIJIM, T1a3ax. — 51 ObUT cerofgHsi B rpoOHMIIE MOMX MPEAKOB. S MpoYMTa Bce MMeHa MOEro poja 1o
MokojieHusIM. Mo€ ums — ctépthiii ueporaud. [ouemy?

Tor momyair.

—[Mouyemy?! — 3akpuvan AmeH. U HeGo oTBeTUsI0 emy packatamu rpoma. — Kro a? Tot, mouemy
THI HE paccKasbiBall MHe, KTO 517 [Touemy Cerx HMKOrIa He BcTpeuyaetcs co MHOM? [louemy oH 3a0u-
paet cuity 3B€311, coopanHyio MHoI? [ToueMy OH yOMBaeT Bcex, KTO ClIOCOOSH BUAETh MEHsI?

Tor ¢ y’kacoM cMOTpes1 Ha AMeHa, Ha TO, KaK B3IbIMAeTCs €ro rpy/b U NepeaepruBaeTcs JULO.

— § auuero He cMmory ckazatb Tebe, AMeH. Thl 3Haellb, 1 JOJKEH COXPaHATh PaBHOBECHE BO
BCEM. — TOT CHOBa Me/IJIEHHO OIMYCTHJICS] Ha TIECOK U 3aKpbL I1a3a. — Eci Thl 33/1a€111b 9TU BOITPOCHI,
3HAUUT, Thl IOJDKEH HAlTU Ha HUX OTBeT. HezaBucuMo oT Toro, mpaBMJIbHO 3TO WK HET. — TOT B3/10X-
HYJI. — Y KaXJ0ro u3 Hac CBOE npegHazHayeHue. 1 He Biusiio Ha Xo coObITHi. $1 Habmona 3a Teve-
HHEM BpPEMEHH U 3a paBHOBECHEM B Mupe... B Tebe HeT paBHOBecusi, AmeH. [IpoxuBas yenoBeue-
CKHUE CTPACTH, Thl CTAHOBUIIILCS YeJIOBEKOM. U He s pelao, XOpoIo 3To iy wioxo. Ho moMuwu, Tel
HE YeJIOBeK, Thl — OeCCMEpPTHBIN. A OHa MOXeT ymepeTsh. S aymaio, uto CeTx yKe 3HaeT O Hell. ..

AMEH B3JIpOrHYII.

— Cniacu60, — 4yTh CIIBIIIIHO TPOrOBOPWII OH M B3JIeTeN B HEOO.

TOT OTKpBLT I71a3a U MO-NTUYbU BTSHYI rOJIOBY B 1ieud. OH cMOTpes B ocliervisioniee HeOo,
HE MHras.

AMeH He oABIISICS YKE IBa 1HA, U CreJu1a HEBOJILHO HAYMHAIA HEPBHUYATD. KOHCUIHO, Y HETO
MOT'YT OBITh HEOTJIOKHBIE JIeNa, ¥ TIO3BOHUTh OH He MoxkeT. CTelia ycrnokanBana ce0s, Kak MOorja.
Ho nuuero e nomorano. OHa craia paccessHHON U 3aMKHYTOM.

Cresuta cycTusach Ha KyxHIo. Bimsuiicst KoHell y4eOHOro rofa, Hesb3st OblJIo paccialsThes,
HO MBICITH 00 yu€be yneTyuuBasiuch Oeccineqno. Ctesia OTOOBUHYIA TApeKy C 3aBTPAKOM, KOTOPBIH
MPUTOTOBIIIA Mama, 1 Haymia cebe Jao. OHa He ycIiblinaa, Kak BOIENT AHIpen.

— A Kypga 310 TBOM 60ii-(ppen nopeBaics?

Cresuta ¢ yaquBJieHHEM MOCMOTpena Ha OpaTa.

— Kakoit em¢ 6ou-ppenn? Tol 0 €M roBopuIlib?

AHIpelt TyKaBo YJIBIOHYJICS.
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— Ha, nagHo, cectpénka. Ot MeHs He HaJo g poBaThCs, 1 Tede He MaMa, IPUCTaBaTh He Oyiy.
[TpocTo 0oH MHE MOHPABWIICS, KPYTOU UyBaK. XOTeJl CIIPOCUTh, OH OaliKep UM XHITIT! ?

Cresuta coBceM pacTepsiiach.

— 41 He moHUMaI0, 0 YEM Thl TOBOPUIIIL, AHIpen?

— He xouems roBopuTh, He Ha/I0, — AHIpeN MOXaJl MJIedaMu U OTBEpHYJICA. — S moHuMaro,
MaMme Takoi HehopMasl Bpsiji Jiu nmoHpaButcs. Ho o MHe — HU4ero, MpUKOJIbHBINA THII.

VY Cresubl 3apokKaiid pyKH.

— Korna TsI ero Buzgen? — oHa ¢ TpyAOM CIPaBUIIACh C TOJIOCOM.

— Jla, mapy pa3 Bcero, Korjaa oH TeOs JIO IIKOJIbI MPOBOKaJI. BBICOKMIA TaKOM, phIKUM, MATIBI
nouTH J0 nosica — Kpyto! Bech B koxke. { cpa3y nogymai, uto Kupioria TakoMy napHio He corep-
HUK. ..

Yarka rpoxHyJsia 06 Mo ¥ pasieTenach Ha ockoiku. Creia cama He TIOHsUIA, KaK BHIPOHMIIA
e€. AHJIpeil MONepXHYJICs OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH.

— T, yero, cecrpéHka?

— Brickonb3Hyna u3 pyk, — nmpodopmorana Cresia.

Oma crana nocremHo coouparb OCKOJIKU. AHIpei moadesxai ¢ Tpsankoi. Crenna BEIOpocHia
OCKOJIKM B MYCOPHOE BEIpO M BhIXBaTHIa y AHIpes TpsANKy. HykHo ObLJIO 4eM-TO 3aHSTh PYKH.

— D10 He MoH napenb, — CTell1a He OTphIBajIa B3MJIsAA OT JIYKHUIIbI 3€JIEHOTO Yasl Ha TOoJy. —
[Tpocto 3HakoMBIi. ThI BpsiZL JIU €ro Korga-HUuOyab eIme YBUIUIIIb.

— Otkyna y Te0si Takve 3HaKOMBble? — He YHUMaJICS AHJIpen.

— ITo3HakoMmIack Koraa-To. 1o AaBHO OBLIO.

— OH, npasna, vepopman?

— Jla, MOXHO U TaK cKa3aTb, — CTe/Ia B3sjIa PIOK3aK M HaIlpaBWJIach K BBIXOAY. — S Maso yero
o HEéM 3Ha. MHe niopa, AHIPIOII, IBePb 3aKPHITh HE 3a0y/Ib.

Ho B mikony Crenna ne nonwuia. OHa crpstanach B cagy M NOA0X/Aajla, Korna yuaer AHapen,
MOTOM BepHyJach B oM. Cresia rnodeskasna B CBOI0 KOMHATY M COpBaJia CO CTEH BCce M300paXeHusI
AwmeHa. AHIpelt cTporo coOmogat TeppUTOpUAIbHYI0 HE3aBUCUMOCTD C CECTPOM U He HapyIaj rpa-
HuIly 6e3 HagoOHocTH. Ho Masto sin, uto Moriio cimyunThes. CTesuia He XoTenna OOBbsCHITHCS ¢ OpaToM,
novyeMy M300pakeHus1 MaJIO3HAKOMOTo He(popMasia pa3BelaHsbl 1o e€ KOMHaTe.

Cresuta cena Ha MOJIOKOHHUK U CTana kaaTh AMeHa. OHa M30 BCceX CHJI CTapaslach MBICIIEHHO
repesiaTh eMy, Kak CHJIBHO OH el ceiiyac HyxkeH. Ctesuia 60s171ach, 9TO OH MPWJIETUT B IKOJY. A 4TO,
€CJIM ero BUIUT He TOJIbKO AHJIpeH, a eme KTo-HuOyab, 4To Toraa’?

CorHile iepeBaIniIo 3a MojaeHb, HO AMeHa He Obu10. CTeia ycTasa CuieTh Ha OIOKOHHUKE,
OHa TpUJIera Ha KpoBaTh. Bpems TeKJIo y’KacHO MEIJICHHO, ¥ KOT/Ia Ha TOPOJ CITyCTHJIMCh paHHHE
cymepku, Crea 3aapemaa. . .

Cresuta oTKpbUIa 171a3a. B KoMHaTe OBUIO IOUTH TEMHO, M PSIIOM C KPOBAaThIO CTOSITT AMEH.

— Cnaga 6ory, — Crea OpicTpo BcTana. — [loyemy Tl He mosiBisicsl Bce 3TH qTHU? Thl He
YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Thl MHE HYXeH?

AMeH nokavaJi ToJIOBOU.

— Bcé mzmenmnocs Crenna. Tenepb MeHsT HAMIOTHSIOT MOM COOCTBEHHBIE SMOIHH, U 51 yKe He
MOT'Y TaK XOPOIIIO CIIBIIATh TeOsl. — AMEH IPyCTHO yIbIOHYIICS. — Ho 3TO TOJNBKO OLyIeHusl, ThI TO-
MpexXHEMY OCTAEIILCS ISl MEHSI CaMbIM JOPOTMM Y€JIOBEKOM Ha CBETe.

— 51 xotena moroBopuTh ¢ T0O60I. Moii 6pat BUAMT TeOs1, TaK ke, KaK U ...

JIno AmMeHna BCKasuiIoCh.

— Kak xe tak? §I HHYero He NOHUMAIO. ..

Cresuta noponuia K Hemy. OHa BUziena, KAKMM U3MYYEeHHBIM ObLJIO €T JIMIO, Kak O0JIe3HEHHO
VCKPUBHJIHCH T'yOBI.

— Yro ¢ Tto6011? Kak tede momoun? — Cresuia riaguia ero mo nedyam, 3arisaIsBaja B JIULIO.

Awmen B3noxHy/1. OH ycagun CTety Ha KpoBaTh, a CaM OITyCTUIICS PAJIOM C HEll Ha KOJICHH.
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— $1 nomxeH 4to-To pacckazarh Tede, Ctesuia. Thl TONIBLKO HMYETO HE CIIpAIUBai, TIOKa 5 He
3akoH41y. CTea, s KUBY OYeHb JIONTO, HECKOJIBKO THICAY JIeT. 1 He IOMHIO CBOETO JETCTBA, CBOMX
ponuteneid. Beg, 9To st 3HaI — 3TO Kak cOOMpaTh 3BE3AHYIO MbUTh. 1 9yBCTBOBA 3BE3/I0TIA/IbI M TIepe-
MeInascs OT 3Be3J0Maia K 3Be3/0Maay 1o Bceld 3emiie. Korma Most cyma HarmoiHs1ach, s OTHOCHIT
BUTB B rieniepy. Thl B Hell Obuta, MoMHUIIB? Tam 51 HanoJHSLT €0 He()PUTOBBIE COCY/IBI U OCTABJIST B
TaHUKE 32 CTEHOW. DTO ObLIa BCSA MOSI )KU3Hb, MHE B Hel BCE ObLJIO MOHATHO. 1 HUUEro He OIlyIna,
TBI MOKEIITb 3TO MOHSTH?

— B teopun na, — kuHyna Crena.

— 1 He yyBCcTBOBAJ HU OOJM, HA pa30vapOBaHUS, HA CYACThs — HUUYero. Ho ofmHax bl B J1ecy
MeHsI POH3UJIO HOBOE, HETMIOHATHOE OIIyIIeHre. ITo ObUT cTpax — TBou cTpax, Cremna. S yBumen
TeOs1 ¥ TIOHSLJT, YTO Thl MEHSI TOKE BUIMIIB. V ¢ TeX TIOp MOsI KHM3Hb TIOJTHOCTHIO NlepeMeHmnIach. BHa-
yaJie s YyBCTBOBAJ TOJIBKO TO, YTO YyBCTBYellb Thl. HO TIOCTENEHHO KO MHE BEPHYJIHCh BCE YeIO-
BEYECKHe OINIYIICHUS] U BMECTe ¢ HUIMU M CIIOCOOHOCTh MBICTHThL. U 51 monsut, Crenna... S moHsn,
YTO HEe TIOHMMaI0, KaK M 3a4eM KUBY. BO3MOXHO, 51 ¥ paHbIlle UMeJl BO3MOXKXHOCTb Y3HATh YTO-TO
Ooibiiee o cebe, Belb 10 TeOsl MHE BCTPEYAIHCh JIIOW, KOTOPBIE BUJIEIM MEHs, TaK ke, Kak Thl. Ho
WX pa3BesiIv 1O BETpY.

- Ux youm?

AMEH KVBHYIL

— K10? — Cresnna HeBObHO B3JIPOTHYJIA.

AMeH CTUCHY 3yOBl.

— 41 He mMory TeOe 310 ckazarh. [loHMMaerb, ecTh 0cOObIN B Tofe. .. OHM HaXOAATCS. .. —
AMeH yapuii KyJ1akoM B 1o, — OHU HaxOmsITesl. ..

— B Erunre, — noraganace Cresia.

— W na, u Hert, — ckazas AmeH. — Ho yare — ga. OHU KOHTPOJIMPYIOT MOIO KU3Hb, TOUHEE OH.
Emy Hy’XHa sHeprus 3B€311, KOTOPYIO 1 coOupai. M oH moyeMy-To YHUUTOKAET TeX, KTO MOKET MEHSI
BuzeTh. VX ObUIO HEMHOTO, HO. ..

— Onu yOblo MeHs1? — iepebua ero Crera.

— Tue. .. — AMeH npoTsAHYJ pyKy U KocHyJIcs myieda Crenbl. — § aToro He nonynty. S Buzgen
omgHoro u3 HuX. OH cKa3all, 4To, BOBMOXHO, O TeOe emé He 3HAIT. — AMEH CKJIOHWJ rojioBy. —
OoJIbIIIe HE CMOTY MPUXOAUTH K Teoe. ..

Cremia 3agpoxana.

— A kak xe 5? Kak xe 51 6e3 Te0s1?7 — oHa Kycasia TyObl, YToOBI He 3aruiakathb. — Heysxenn Hu4uero
HeJb34 caenarb? Kro onun, 3t monn?

— OHH He cOBCeM JIIOIH, 1 CIoco00B OOPHOBI C HUMH, K COXaleHuio, HeT. Eciu s1 Oymy npuxo-
JWTH CIOfIa, TO MIPUBETY 3a COOOM 3TUX MOHCTPOB, ¥ CTPAIITHO IMOAYMAaTh, YTO TOT/AA CyduTcs. .. — OH
ctucHy Kynaku. Crie3a MaJleHbKOM KareIbKOW BRIKATHIIaCh U3 YTOJIKa ero riia3a u nmobdexana Onects-
IeH JIOPOKKOM TIO 11eKe. AMEH KOCHYJICS CBOEH IIEKU U C YIMBJIEHUEM IMOCMOTpES Ha CJIE3UHKY Y
ceOs1 Ha TaJIbIIe.

— Cremnna, — niporenTtai oH. — Thl TAK MHOTO Jajla MHE, a s He TIPUHEC TeOe HUYero, Kpome
CTpaJlaHUM.

— Hemnpaena! — Crenna Obita B oryasiiun. — HenpaBna. Thl qa€ims MHE CTMIIIKOM MHOTO. S
yMpY, ecii OOJIbIe HE YBUKY TeOI. . .

— Her, Crenna, Hao60poT, ThI Oy/Ielllb KUTh, — OH TIOPHIBUCTO OOHST €€ M mpukai K cede. U
TaK ke pe3KOo OTIYCTUIL. — S IocTapaioch CTaTh TaKUM, Kak rpeske. S Oymy, Kak 1 paHbliie, COOMpaThb
3BE3/IbI, TOTJIA OHU OCTaBAT TeOsI B IMOKOE. . .

— He yxomu! — 3akpuuana Cremna. — [Tycts nyuine oHu yobioT MeHs1! MHe He HyXHa *KU3Hb
6e3 Tebs.

AMeH nokavasi roJIoBou.

31



O. C. YeproBa. «besymusiii Erumner»

— Creina, He HY’)KHO MPBDKKOB C KPBIIIM U HUYETO TaKOro, s BCE paBHO HE CMOTY MPUUTH. ..
7KuBH cBOEM KU3HBIO U IMOCTAPANCS CTaTh CUACTIIMBOM.
U oH ucye3 B HouHOM Hebe, JIETKU M HEBUIUMBIH, KaK BETep. ..

Bcio Hous Cresuia npocusiena B KakoM-To orerieHeHur. OHa He MoIJia JBUraThCsl, He MOIJIa
11akaTh. OHa CJI0BHO cliaja ¢ OTKPbITBIMU IJIa3aMU. YTPOM y He€ MOJHsAIAch TemMIeparypa, 1 Mama
OCTaBWJIa €€ JIoMA.

Henemo Cresuta nponexana c ropsukoid. Ho yepe3 Henemo 00J1e3Hb OTCTYNHJIA, TaK Ke BHE-
3aI1HO, KakK ¥ Bo3HMKJIA. CTesula nouia B MIKOIy.

B kuacce nmapuino oxusiieHre. Bee roTOBIIMCH K BBITYCKHBIM 9K3aMeHaM, OypHO 00CyXIau
ruiaHbl Ha Oyaymiee. CTeuia He y4acTBOBaJia BO BCEOOIIEM BECENbe M, BEPOSTHO, TIO3TOMY IMPOITY-
CTUJIa HOBOCTh HeJlesi. B Kiacce MosiBUIICS HOBEHbKUIA.

D10 OBUT KYTKO CHMIIATHYHBIN U He MEHee 3araJlOuHblii MOJIOAoN YenoBek. OH MOSIBUICS B
KJlacce napy aHer Hazan. Ero poxuteny ObUM BRIHYKISHBI CPOYHO Tepeexarh OTKYAa-TO U3aJieKa,
¥ TIAPHIO TIPUIILIOCh IOMEHSTH IIKOJTY 32 TPU MecsIa 10 OKOHYaHHs yueObl. OcoObIX 00bSCHEHMIA OH
HUKOMY He J1aBaJji, O0JIbIIIe OTIIYYMBAJICS, 04apOBATEIbHO YibIOasch npu 3ToM. CTelia Kpaem riasa
3aMeTuIa, Kak JAEBYOHKH POeM BWIIMCh BOKPYT HOBEHBKOTO, a pedsTa TO U Jiesio Opocaad Ha Hero
Kochle B3mIsiAbl. CTenie He ObLIO O 3TOro HUKakoro jena. OHa ¢ TPyIOM JI0XKJaaach OKOHYAHUS
YPOKOB, UTOOBI IOCKOPEE YUTH JOMOM.

ITo nopore pomon Creiuly KTO-TO OKJIMKHYJ. OHa OMIsSIHY/Nach U C yAMBJIEHUEM YBHJENa
HOBeHbKOro. OH OBICTpO MIEN 32 Hel, TepeOpOCUB CYMKY 4Yepe3 Iuiedo. ITo ObUT BBICOKUH MapeHb,
KaK-TO HE IMO-IOHOIIECKH KPYIHBIH, CIOBHO eMy yke JieT Tpuauars. Ho nuiio ero Opu1o Maibuuiie-
CKHMM, CBETJIBIM, HECMOTPS Ha HU3KHE TyCThle OPOBU M HEMHOTO XMIITHYIO YJIBIOKY.

On nornan Cresuty M NMOIIEN C HeH PsAIOM.

— Tbl enMHCTBEHHAs IEBYOHKA B KJlacce, C KOTOPOU £ llI€ He MO3HAKOMWJICS, — )KMBO Havall
OH. — 51 Mapk.

Creiia noxasna mie4amu.

— 4 Cremna. Paja 3HakoMCTBY.

Mapk Becesto 3acMmesics.

— 4 3nHa10, uto THI CTesna. MeHs yxe Baiu OapbliiHA TporHpopMupoBaiu. S cpasy 3auHTe-
pecoBaICsl, UTO 32 MpayHasi IMYHOCTb CUJIUT 3a MOCJeJHEN MapTOu.

Cresia ynbIOHYIaCh.

— MeHs elé HUKTO He Ha3bIBaJl MPAYHOU JIMUYHOCTHIO. . .

Mapk cHOBa 3acmesics.

— Tsl mpocTo HE B Kypce, Kak TeOsi Ha3plBaIv, HavBHas. Ho 51 He coOupatoch Tede BCE 31O
nepenaBath. JIeBYUOHKM HECYT TaKyl0 UyIIb MPOCTO U3 PEBHOCTH, XOTAT MOHPABUTHCS, UCKIIIOYUTD
COIIEpHULI, BOT U BCE. ..

— Teb6e monpasurcs? — Cremia nopHsiia Opou. — OTKy/Aa TaKOW LIMHU3M ?

— Ha ner. Tol He TO nopgymasia. f Beib HOBEHbKHIA, M 9TO aBTOMATUYECKU JIeIaeT MEHS CaMbIM
npuKoIbHBIM NlapHeM. [IpaBaa, He 1u1st Beex, cys 1o Tede. . .

Cresuia B NiepBbIid pa3 B3IJIsSHYJIA B JIUIO COOECEHUKY.

— A TbI Ha MeH$1 He oOpalail BHUMaHusl. §l yBepeHHa, 4To Thl CIaBHBIN MapeHb. S1 OT mpuposIbt
HE OYeHb OOIIUTENIbHA. . .

— Jla 51 Bc€ moHnMar, — Mapk 3ame i mar. — Y 1edsl, mo-BuauMomy, rpoodieMsl. He xoderb
MOAETUTHCS ..

— 51 He MpUBBIKJIA BHIBOPAYMBATD JAYyIIy MEPBOMY BCTPEUHOMY, — MaprpoBaia Ctenna u TyT
ke ocekyack. [Ipo3Bydano ciumkoMm rpyoo. — TodHee, OOBIYHO s MPEANIOYUTAI0 OAMHOYECTBO.
N3BuHMU. ..

Mapk KuBHYI.
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— Jla Her, BcE B nopsaake. 51 moHnmamw. Y TeOs COBCEM HET Ipy3eit?

— Her. — Crena cHOBa noxasna mjiedyamu. — BugumMo, oHM MHE He HYKHBI.

— A pasBe Tak ObBaeT? — Mapk npuctaibHO iocmoTpen Ha Cresuty.

Cresuta 3aMeTuia, 4To I71a3a y Hero ObUTM KpacuBble, MpaBJa KaKWe-TO CTPaHHbIE — CBETIIO-
Kapue, nouty xeénteie. Ctesa oTBena B3Is.

Onu kak pa3 noponutd K gomy CTesuibl U OCTAHOBUJIMCH Y BOPOT.

— 4 yxe noma. — Cresuie crajo noyemy-To HeJIOBKO. — A Thl Ii€ KUBELIb?

— Cvmenum Temy? Oxkeit! — Mapk ynbiOHYsCS. — $1 KUBY HUKe 10 yiuile. Mbl KYIIHIA IOM, TOT
KOTOPBII CTOUT MOCJICHUM, BO3JIE Jieca.

— Ha, s mousna, — Cresuia kuBHyna. — OH yke HECKOJIBKO MecsleB IMycToBasl. Thl XKUBENIb C
poautensimMu?

— Jla, ToYHee HeT, — CTPAaHHOE BhIpaKeHUE CKOJIb3HYJIO 1Mo ity Mapka. — OHu ceifuac 3a rpa-
Huueil. Penko npuesxkaior. Tak 4To 51 1OKa KMBY OJUH.

— fcHo, — Crenna He MOIJIa MPUAYMaTh, KaKk 3aKOHUMTH 3TOT pasroBop. A Mapk, Moxoxe, He
cobupacs yxonutb. — Hy, magno... {1 noiiny. ..

— He npurnacuius Boitu?

Creuta mpocTo oneminia OT TakOW HarJIOCTH.

— He gymato, uto ctouT, — mpodopmoTana ona. — Jlo 3aBTpa, Mapk.

Ho Mapka otkas, noxoxe, He CMyTWJI HU KaIUIH.

— Okelii, — OH CHOBa JTyue3apHO yibiOHycs. — [lo 3aBTpa, Cresuia. Pag Ob11 mOroBoputh ¢ TOOOI.

Cresuta BoILIa B IOM B TIOTHOM cMsiTeHuH. Kakoil cTpaHHbI napeHb. HemoHsITHO — KyTKO
HarJblid, HO, B TO K€ BPEeMs, BBIIVISITUT COBEPIIEHHO MCKPEHHHUM, Jaxe HauBHbIM. CTea moxana
TUICYaMH.

CrtpaHHO, HO 3TOT 3MU3071 HEMHOTO OTBJIEK CTelTy OT €€ nevanen.

Ha cnenytomee yrpo Creuia croiknyaack ¢ Mapkom y kautku. OH cuen Ha KOPTOYKax U
PHCOBAJ IPYTHKOM Ha TECKe JIOMaHbIe JIMHUU.

— Tl uto 3nech Aenaems? — 31y ppasy Cresuia BHIKPUKHYJIA OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH.

Mapk, NpuUIIypUBILIICH, CMOTPEJ Ha HEeE CHU3Y BBEpX.

— XKny 1ebs, a uro?

Creina pa3BepHyJach U No1UIa N0 10poxkKe. Mapk 3amarai psaoMm.

— A ecnum Obl 51 yxe ynuia? — cpocuiia Cresia.

— He nomxna Obl1a, — Mapk CHOBa JIyde3apHO YIBIOHYJICS. — S pocumTa, CKOJIbKO BpeMEeH!
ThI TPATHUIIIb HA IOPOTY JIO HIKOJIBI, ¥ BEIYKCIIWII, BO CKOJIBKO MTPUOIM3UTETBHO ThI JOMKHA BHIXOAUTD
U3 I0Ma, IOTOM MpUOaBuII elig AecsTh MUHYT. Ha ciyuaii ¢hopc-maskopa, Hy, TUIIA, BAPYT Tede 3aX0-
YeTcsl MPUATH B IIKOJTY camoit iepBoi. Y BUMIIb, 1 HE OmMOCs.

Creiia OCTAaHOBUJIACK.

— Tebe uTo0, nenats HeYero? — oHa B yrop rocMorpesa Ha Mapka.

Mapk BTAHYJI I'OJIOBY B IUIEYM U CMYLIEHHO Pa3BEN PyKaMHU.

— Her, nouemy *e. Y MeHs MOJTHO BCAKUX 3a00T. [IpocTo MHE moka3anock, 4to Tedbe HeoOXo-
AUMa KOMITaHMS.

— TBos, — Ctenuia cama He TIOHSUIA, OHA CIIPAIIMBAET WM YTBEPKIALT.

Mapk nprcTaibHO IIOCMOTpE e€ B IJ1asa.

— MoxeT, He coBceM MOsi, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH. — Ho s He XyaImil BapuaHT. . .

Cresuta B3I0XHYJIa U TIONUIA PSAOM C HUM.

C Toro aust Mapk HeotctymHo cieioBai 3a Ctesion. OH kaait e€ nociie ypokoB, TPOBOXKA

nomoit. CTesula cama He 3aMeThJsIa, Kak B MEePBBIN pa3 MpUIjiacuia ero BOUTH B JIOM, U C TeX MOp OH
CTaJI TaM TOSIBJIATLCS pery/IsipHo. Mama Oblia He MPOTUB, Mapk ymesT O4apOBBIBATb.

33



O. C. YeproBa. «besymusiii Erumner»

[Mopoii, ocraBmmck HaequHe ¢ codoi, CTesuia MbiTasach MOHATH, OYeMy e€ He pa3apakaer
MIPUCYTCTBUE ITOrO MapHs. Bo3aMoxHO moToMy, uto Mapk He NperbsiBlIsi HUKAKUX MPETeH3UM, B
ommune ot Kupuna. Crena 1axe NOHATh HE MOIJIa, HPaBUTCA JiM oHA eMy? U psimoM ¢ HUM el
CTAaHOBWJIOCH Jierye. HeT, oHa HM Ha CeKyHJy He 3a0bIBajla AMeHa, HO psoM ¢ Mapkom 3Ta 0oJib
nputymsiiack. OHa Obula, HO HE KIJ1a M He pa3phlBasia CO3HAHHME Ha YacTH.

Mapk ObLT O4eHb PA3rOBOPYMB, 3TO €0 KAYeCTBO MOJHOCTHIO KOMIIEHCHPOBAJIO MOJTYAIMBOCTh
Cremnbl. OH Mor roBoputh Yacamu. Cyfis TIO €ro pacckasam, TO 3a CBOM BOCEMHA/IIATh JIeT OH 00b-
€311 IOJIMUPA, MHOTO Yero MOBUAAJ, TpourTan yimy KHUT. C HUM ObLJIO HEBEPOSTHO MHTEPECHO.

B kJ1acce ux koHeuHo yske cBataau. Kupui Xoaun MpadHee Ty4u, JeBYOHKM HEO(PUIIUATBHO
o0bsiBrT CTesie OOMKOT, HO eil ObuTo HaruieBaTh. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OKUBAET, KOT/IA PSIOM
HAXOJUTCS 9TOT CTPAHHbIN MTapeHb.

U tonpko 3BE31HOE HeOO mpuunHsio CTesule HeBepOATHYIO 00ib. Mapk 4acTo 3BaJl e€ mpo-
IYJAThCS 107 3BE€31amMu. Beuepa ¢ kaxIpIM JHEM CTAaHOBWJIMCH BCE Teruiee U noroxee, Ho Creiia
HE MOIJIa BBIXOIUTH 107l HOUHOe HeOo. OHa MoBecusIa Ha OKHa IJIOTHBIE IITOPHI M 3aKphIBAJIa UX C
HACTYIJICHUEM TIePBbIX CyMepeK.

— ITouemy T Gomtbest HoOUn? — Mapk ysbiOascst CBoeil HeM3MEHHOU YIIBIOKOM.

B nmonaens. JIErkuil BeTepok HIypiial B MOJIONOM JIMCTBe. Pebsta Haxoowawch B capy.
Cresuta nokaurMBaiach Ha Kavyessix, KOTOpble CMAacTepHII OTell, KaK TOJIbKO OHU Tepeexan. Emy Bce-
I71a XOTeJIOCh MPOCTOPHBIN JOM M Kauenau B caay. M XoTb neTh ObUTH yXe He MaJleHbKHe, OTell IIpH-
JTaaui Kavyenu K ssonoHe. Cresa moOwuiia 371ech ObIBaTh B OJMHOYECTBE.

Mapk cTosin psiioM, OOJIOKOTUBIIIMCH Ha CTBOJ JIepeBa.

— C dgero ThI B3s1J1, 4TO 51 O0t0ch? — CTelna oTBesa B3I/ OT MapHs. — MHe HEMHOTO TPEBOXKHO,
KOTJa sl CMOTPIO Ha HOUYHOE He0O.

— Crpanno, — Mapk J1ykaBo B3r/IsiHya Ha CTesty. — A MHE Ka3aJloch, YTO IEBUYOHKAM HPABHUTCS
TYJISTh TOJ 3BE3AHBIM HEOOM. OHHU 3TO CUMTAIOT POMAHTUYHBIM. . .

— 51 He MOOTI0 POMAHTHKY. . .

— SIcHo, TBI y HAaC JIEBYOHKA JIPYTOro COPTa, — OH 3acMesics. — U el Tol — IfapeBHa-HecMesTHa.

Cremuta yneionynack. [Touemy-to ¢ Mapkom el o4eHb XOTesoch ObITh OTKpoBeHHOH. Cree
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH CIIOCOOEH MOHSITh BCE, ITH, XOT$1 Obl, peaJIbHYIO YaCTh TOTO, YTO C HEH MTPOUCXOANIIO.

— 3Haenb, Mapk, MHE CHATCS CTPaHHbBIE CHBI. .. — cKazaia CTelia 3a[yMurBO. — A MHE Jaxe
pacckaszarb UX HEKOMY ...

— Pacckaxu mHe, — npeioxun Mapk. — 51 Bo cHax He pa30upaioch, HO OYeHb JIIOOJIO CTyIIaTh
CIOJKETBI UyKMX CHOB.

— B moux Her cioxera. MHe HECKOJIIBKO HEJENb CHUTCS OOHO U TO KE: IecyaHasl IyCThIHA,
COJIHIIE TIPOCTO OCJICIUISIET, U BETep TOHUT MECOK. A BIaJieKe 1 BUKY MUPAMUIBI U. . .

— XKapa... besymHas xapa, — 3a5yMunBo npousHeéc Mapk. — Hurne Ha cBeTe ComHIIe HE MOXKET
CBETHTh TaK, KaK B IyCThIHE. .. [IOpBIBBI BETpa HECYT MECOK, ¥ OH MOKAJBIBAET JIMIIO ¥ PYKH — JUBHOE
omryenue. U emi€ ropsune kamHu. OHU HarpeBaloTcs 3a JieHb Tak, YTO K HUM HEBO3MOXXHO IpH-
KOCHYTbCs1. BeKoBbIe TIIBIOBI, OHM BMEIIAIOT B ce0sl BEYHOCTD. .. TOJIBKO TaM MOHMMAEIllb, YTO TAKOE
deccmepTre. . .

Mapk 3amomuan. OH CTOSUI, PUCTIOHUBIIVCH CITUHOM K siOoHe. [71a3a ero ObLIM 3aKPhITHL, U
Ha Jiiie O6bUT0 BhIpaskeHHe Oaxencrsa. Ho Cremty mopasmio apyroe — Kak M3MEHHIJIOCh €T JIUIIO.
[Tpexnero Mapka He 6bi10. CTesuia BueIa MyK4rHY, B3pOCIOro MyK4nHY JieT copoka. [myOokas
MOpIIHA MTPOJIeria MeX Iy ero OpoBel, U Koxka cTajla KaKOH-TO TEMHOM, CJIOBHO OH MHOTO BpEMEHU
ObLT Ha COMHIIE. DTO UIMIIOCh BCEro MrHOBeHbe, HO CTesuie CTajo KyTKO.

— Mapk, — ucryranHo no3Bajia OHa.

Mapk cioBHO ouHysIcs. OH OTKpPBUT I71a3a M nocMoTpen Ha CTesty Tak, CJIOBHO BHIET €€ B
MIepPBBIIA pa3 B KU3HU, HO TYT ke JIy4e3apHO YIBIOHYJCS. DTO ObUT BCE TOT ke OecrieuHblid TapeHb.

— ThI yero Tak CMOTpHIIIL? — CITPOCKIT OH.
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Cresuta MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— Huuero. Tel 4T0, OBLT B ITyCTHIHE?

— a, s mapy pa3 6b11 B Erunre ¢ pogurensimu. CiaBHoe MecTo. A Thl He Obuta?

— Her, — Crena Bc€ emmé He Moria puidTu B ceOs. — ¢ moiimy, Mapk, Hy’)KHO 3aHUMAThCS.

Ha cnenyromuii geHp npenoaaBaresis o (U3MKe MOMPOCHIIa BCEX 3aePKaThCsl MOCTe YPOKOB.
Ha ynuiie yxe ctano moutu coBceM TEMHO, a YUUTEIbHHIIA HAXOAUIa BCE HOBbIE U HOBBIE BOTIPOCHI
s oocyxaenusi. CTensia ¢ TpeBOroi nmomisapBaia Ha okHa. Korma, HakoHel, ypOK 3aKOHYHJICS,
OHa TIOCTIEITHO coOpaa y4eOHUKH B PIOK3aKH U MPUBBIYHBIM B3IJISIOM OKMHYJIA KJ1acc, HO Mapka B
KJiacce He ObUT0. BHYTpH BCE HerpusaTHO ckanoch. CTesuia Habpocuiia KypTKY M MOCHEIIHO BbIIILIA
Ha yJIUITy.

Bo nBope mikossl yke 3akriu ponapu. Cresuia ocMoTpena ABop, HO Mapka HurAe He ObLIO.
KoneuHo, y Hero Morim ObITh CBOM Jiefia, OH BOOOIIEe He 00s3aH nmpoBoauTh Cterty nomoi. OHM ke
npocTo Ipy3bsa. HUKTO HUKOMY HIuero He nomkeH. CTesa yxe XoTesaa yXOauThb, HO e€ 3auHTepeco-
BaJla rpymnmna pedr 3a yriaom mkossl. Cresuia MoXeT ¥ He oOparuia Obl Ha HUX BHUMaHHS (37eCh
BCerga Kypuin CTapIIeKIACCHUKH), HO el TIOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OTTY/A JOHOCHIICS pa3ipak€HHBIN IoJI0C
Kupwina. [leBymika ocranoBuiack. Terneps oHa Buaena Kupuiia, psaoM ¢ HUM ObUTH eImié qBoe, a
HarpotuB ctost1 Mapk. Koneuno, Kupusut Hukorga He momen Obl pa3ouparbcsi ¢ MapkoM B Ofu-
HOuKy. CTesia HarpaBUIach K HUM.

— Ecnu s Te0s e onuH pa3 Bo3Jie He€ YBUKY, Thl TOKATUIIILCS 0OPAaTHO Tya, OTKYa MpUKa-
THJL. .. — 3TO TOBOpWJ Kupusui.

— He yrpoxaii, — criokoitHo orBeyas Mapk. — Thl 3psi KMIIATULIbCS, AEBYLIKA cama c/enaja
BBIOOp. Paccrnadbes v nepeksiourch Ha KOro-To Jpyroro.

— Cnymait, o1, — Kupuii nofomén k Hemy BIUIOTHYIO. — §I e€ JjBa rojia OKy4uBasl He 1Jisl TOro,
YTOOBI THI TETIEPh C HEM MIET Ha BBITYCKHOM, BHICKOYKA U3 TPYIIOO.

— MHe HyXHO MITH, — CIOKOMHO cka3an Mapk. OH noBepHyJics k Kupuuly civHoi, HO TOT
CXBATHUJI €r0 32 TUIeYO U pe3KO MOBEpHYI K cede nuioM. Te 1Boe, UTO CTOSIH 10331, ObICTPO MPH-
Onu3nIMch K MapKy M BBIBEpHYJIHM eMy pyKu 3a crivHy. Crtesia ObUta coBCceM OJNM3KO, OHa XOTesa
3aKpUYaTh, HO COMJIOCH JIBIXaHUE, M BMECTO KPHUKA TIOIYUYHJICS XPHIL.

Kupumn pazmaxnyscs, 4toObl yaapuTb Mapka, HO TOT HEOKHAAHHO JIETKO, CJIOBHO TaHILys,
OTTOJIKHYJI OT ce0sl IepkaBIIMX ero napHeid. Kupuin He ycren gaxe mpuKOCHYThCsl K MapKy, Kak
TOT OTKPBITOH JIAIOHBIO TKHYJ ero B rpyab. CTena cTosiia OMu3Kko v BcE Bujena. Mapk He ymapu,
a IMEHHO TKHYJI, Ho Kupusut oteren MeTpoB Ha nisiTHaaath. OH ABaX bl IEPEBEPHYJICS B BO3IAyXE
Y TUTAIIMSI TPOXHYJICS Ha acasibT.

CexyH[y Bce CTOSUIM HEMOABMKHO. [T0TOM MaJIbuHMIIIKK, KOTOPBIX OTTOJMKHYJI MapK, BCKOYMIIH
u Opocunuck Oexarb, a Kupusu, KpsxTs, cTain MeJyIeHHO oTauparh cebs oT acdanbta. Mapk nosep-
Hyncs k Cremte. Ctesuia ucmyraiach — Ha He€ CMOTpeNT COPOKaJIETHUN MYKUWHA C TIIyOOKOM MOp-
IIMHON MKy OpoBed ¥ THEBHO TOPSIIIMMH TJ1a3aMH.

— O 6oxe, — mpomentana Cremna, — Mapk. ..

— A TBI 31€Ch OTKY/1a? — TOJIOC €T0 MOKA3aJICS] HE3HAKOMBIM.

Creina cxBaTHja €ro 3a pykKy.

— Io¥iném, moitném ckopee OTCIonA. . .

— Tloromn, — Mapk ycmexnysncsi. OH BHUMaTesibHO HaOmopan 3a Kupusuiom, KoTopsiii Men-
JIEHHO TIOJIHUMAJICS C 3eMJIU. — § XOUy MMOCMOTPETh, KaKk OH — MOUIET, He MOUIET. .. Bot, momérn. . .
Hy u cnaBHo, a To 51 yx)e ucnyraics. Tenepb yXxonum.

OHu 1M BIOJH Jieca Mo y3kou TpornuHke. Bedepeno. Ho Cremia He Topornuiack JTOMOMA.
CrpaHHas Apaka He 1ula y He€ U3 TOJIOBBI.

— Moxer, Tl MHE BCE-TaKM CKaXelllb, KaK 9TO THl €ro Tak yaapui? f ke Bujena, ynapa He
OBLIO, 4 OH OTJIETEIN, KaK B KMHO. ..

Mapk noxaJ rie4amu.
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— Moii otelr ¢ IeTCTBA y4MIJI MEHsI BOCTOYHBIM €JMHOOOPCTBaM. TaM eCTb TEXHUKH, B KOTOPBIX
CUJTy TIPOTUBHUKA MOHO KCIOJIb30BaTh MPOTUB HETO camoro. Huuero ciioxHOro, eciy peryssipHoO
3aHUMAThCHI. . .

— Tak 11 y Hac cyneprepou?

— I'mynoctu. D10 61 0ObIuHBIN yaap. Thl, HABEpHOE, UCITyTratach, BOT TeOe M MOKA3aIoCh C
nieperyry, Oor 3HaeT uTo.

—ITycrs Tak, — Crena kuBHY/IA. — Ho oueMy Thl He pa3037IUJICs, IIOYEMY ThI eE OSCITIOKOUIICS
0 HEM?

— 41 oueHb JOOPOMYIIHBIN MO CBOEH HAType, — pa3Ben pykamu Mapk. — BooOiue, 31uThest He
yMEI.

— HenpaBna, — He yanmanacy Cremia. — Tak ke He ObiBaeT. BoT eciu Obl THI ynasi, OH Obl
noOuBast 1eds1, 51 yBEpEHHA. . .

Mapk ¢ uHTepecom B3rsiHya Ha CTemy.

— A, TaK THI XOTeJIa MOpe KPOBH, HACTOSAIIYIO0 OOWHIO. .. — Mapk 3acMestyics. — Jlaxke He Tyman,
YTO THI TaKasi KPOBOXKaAHAS.

— He B aTom geno. Yero o1 cmeenibesi? S cepbesno. Kupui, oH. ..

— Crenna, — Mapk ocranoBuiicsl. — Kupuiu nmocrymnaer Tak moToMmy, 4to MmpeTeHayeT Ha Tes,
MOHUMaelTh?

Crenna pacrepsiiack. Eif crano He no cebe ot B3rsaa Mapka. OH cMoTpelt, Kak. .. Tana, Korjaa
XOTEJI 3a YTO-TO OTUUTATh WJIN CKa3aTh YTO-TO BaXXHOCEC.

— A Tbl, 3HAUUT, HE MpeTeHAyelb? — 3Ta (paza BeIpBAIACch HEMPou3BOIbHO. CTeia oTBeNa
B3I

—4l... 9 He cMero. .. TIpeTeHI0BaTh Ha TeOs1, — MeJIeHHO mpousnéc Mapk. — f1 pag Tomy, 4to
MOTY TIPOCTO HAXOJUTBCS C TOOOM psiioM, oOeperaTh TeOsT U, MOXKET, CJIerka CKpaliuBaTh TBOE OH-
HOYecTBO. .. Ho Ha Gonbliiee 51 He MOTY J1ake HalesIThCA. . .

OH HaxMypwICsl TaK, CJIOBHO eMy ObLIO HEBEpOSATHO TSKEJIO FOBOPUTh WM Aaxe OOJBHO.
Crema coBcem notepsiiack. Uto 310 Ob110? Kakue coa, kakoi nadgoc. . .

Crena 1oro He MorJia MPUNATH B ce0s OT 3Toro pasropopa. OHa He MOIJIa MMOHSTh, TOYEMY
Mapk oTHOCHTCS K Hell Tak crpaHHO. Cteyia ObUla yBEpEeHHA, YTO OHA eMy HpPaBUTCS, KaK OObIY-
HOMY MaJIBYUIIKE, ITPOCTO Y HET'O XBATACT TaKTd U IOHUMAHUA HE HABA3bIBATHCA, TaK KAK 3TO ACJIAJI
Kupwin. Ho teneps Crenia Obuta coBceM cOMTa ¢ TOJNKY. MOXET OH «ToiyOoi», Hy, B CMBICTIE, JIPY-
roit opueHTanuu. Mnm, Moxer, 3To CHOBaA ero 1nyTouku. Bech Beuep 3ToT pa3roBop He mién y CTesuibl
u3 rosioBbl. OHa BCE aymaina, Kak Obl MOfIeIMKaTHee BEPHYTHCS K HEMY 3aBTpa.

[MozaHo BeuepoM, niepes cHoM, CTesia moAonuia K OKHY, YTOObI TUIOTHEE 33JEPHYTH ITOPHI.
W Tyt OHa yBHIEna, YTO B cajay Moj €€ OKHOM KTO-TO cTouT. CTeia MpUcMOTpesach — 3TO ObLT
Mapk. OH CTOSUT M CMOTpeIT B CTOPOHY Jieca. Buto yxke 1mo3aHo, okoso apeHaanatu. Cremia nodos-
JIach BBHIATH, OHA pelia noHaosoaars 3a HuM. Cryctst Hekotopoe BpeMsi CTelnia BHIIISIHY/Ia CHOBA,
Mapk no-nipesxHeMy cTosi B cay. Cresuta HaOpocHiia Ha IJIeUr CBUTEP U PEIUTENIbHO HAIPaBHUJIIACh
B caj. OHa criycTuiach ¢ KpbUIblia, U €il CTajIo KYTKOBATO.

— Mapk, — HerpoMmko nosBajia oHa. — Mapk, Tbl 371€Cb?

OtBera He nocnegoBaio. Cresia mponuiachk 1o cauy, ocmorpesa apop. CoBceM pacTepsiHHas
OHa BepHYJIach K ceOe B KOMHATY, HO YCHYTb Tak M He cMoria. Bc€ BpeMs momxoamnia K OKHY, HO
Mapka B cagy He ObLIO.

B mpaunom 3ae 6e3 okoH ropenu (akensl. KamMeHHble cTeHbI ObUTH YKpaIlieHbl 30I0TOM U
KaMeHbSIMH, HO IaXe MX CyMpavyHbIi OJIECK HE JIesall STOT 3aJ1 CBeTiee. B 1eHTpe 3a1a Ha BHICOKOM
TPOHE TOJTyJIe’Kasl BBICOKUIM XyJ0i cTapuk. Ero ronoBy BeH4a a KOpOHa, BCS OfIEkAa ero Oblia pac-
mmTa 3010ToM. Ho sk ero Owut OnejieH.
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Tsoxénas ABepb OeCIIyMHO OTBOPUJIACh, U B 3aJ1 BoIen Tot. Ero mieun mok peiBasi cepblii Iiar.
TOT CKJIOHWT B JIETKOM MOKJIOHE MITUYBIO CBOIO TOJIOBY C TOHKUM JJIMHHBIM KJIIOBOM.

— 3npasctByid, Cetx, — MmosnBui ToT.

— Hpyr moit, Tor. 4 yxke 3axmancs, ¥ CUJIbI MOM Ha UCXOJIE, — €r0 TOJIOC 3Bydas 00JIe3HEHHO
cnabo.

— Bcé B mopsake, Cerx, — Tuxo npomonBui ToT. — OH cHOBa coOupaet 3BE3bI. Thl MOXKeEIIIb
yKe CEeroJiHsI OTIPABIATHCS 32 3BE3AHON MBUIBIO. . .

Jluio CeTxa UCKPUBUIIOCH, OH YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Cnacu6o 3a 100pbie Bectu. A uyto AMeH? Kakue MbICiu B ero rojose?

ToT CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY.

— 4 naBHO He roBopui ¢ HUM, Cetx. 1 He 3Hat0. .. Ho OH TpynuTcs, Kak u paHbliie. MHe Kaxercs,
HET CMBICJIa UCKATh MPUYMHY OeCrOpsIIKa B €r0 MBICIISIX.

— Tol gymaelis, 4to Beé yxe npouuio? — CeTx axke HAKJIOHWJICS BIEPED U BIUJICS KOTIOUUM
B30sOoM B Tora. — M MokeT, Hu4Yero 1 He OplIo?

— MHe kaxercs, Tede He o0 4éM Oecriokontcst, Cerx. OTnpaBisiics 3a 3BE3HON MBLIHIO.

— Ilouemy ThI HE cMOTpHILIL MHE B 1a3a, Tor? — npommnen CeTx.

ToT MOmHSN CIIOKONHBIN B3I/,

— Mow raza ckaxyT Tede He OOoJblle, YeM CIIOBa.

Cerx otkunyJscst Hazaja. OH TSKENO JBIIIAJ, KaXETCsl, TOT Pa3roBOp JUIIUI €ro MOCISIHUX
CHIL

— XopoI10, — €Ba CJBIIIHO MPOXPUIIEN OH. — XOPOIIO, YTO Thl HE MOXeElIb Bparh, ToT. Thl
Bcer/ia ObLT CITUITKOM OJ1arOCKJIOHEH K AMEHYy.

ToT HanpaBUJICS K BBIXOLY.

— Wau B mycthiHio, CeTx, AMeHa ceituac Tam HeT. OH aaneko ot Erumra. Tlpomaii.

— Ilpomait, — 3xom oto3Basicsl CeTx.

OH BCTaJI CO CBOETO TPOHA U C/IeJIall HECKOJIBKO I1IAaroB B IIEHTP 3aJ1a.

— bacr! — kpukHyn oH. — Bact, npuau ko MHe.

W B TOT %€ MUr mepen HUM BO3HMKJA Komika. Korka 6e3 mepcTu ¢ 30JI0ThIM MedaTbOHOM
Ha I11ee.

— Bot u Th1, Munas, — mporernrtai crapuk. OH HAaKJIOHUJICS, C TPYIAOM ONUPAsiCh Ha CBOM MOCOX,
Y TIOTJIaJIJT KOIIKY TIO TOJIOBE.

— Oxkaxu mMHe ycnyry, Bacr. {4 Tonpko Tebe Mory 10BepsiTh.

Kormika MsiykHysa, MpUNoAHsUIach Ha 3a/IHUE JIallbl U CTajla YBEeJIMYUBaThCs B padMmepax. Korga
OHa CTajla TaKoro ke pocta, Kak u CeTx, oHa yxe He OblUla KOmKoi. ToNbKO ToIoBa e€ ocTaBaiach
KOIIIAYbE, a TeJIO CTaJI0 MPEeKPACHBIM TMOKUM TeJIOM KeHIMHbL. OHa KyTaiach B JJIMHHYIO TOTY.

— Yro ckakelllb, MOBEIUTENb? — €€ TOJIOC HATOMUHA MY PJIbIKAHbE KOIITKH.

— INoroBopum He 31ech, — CeTx OOHST KEHINUHY 32 TUIeYr. — 37eCh HaC MOTYT YCTIBIIIATh.

Onu ynaniuch BriyOb 3aia.

Ha crnienyromuii nens Mapka B mikosie He Obuto. CTesuia mpoxasia ero 1elblii Beuep BO JIBOpe,
HO OH He npuien. U Ha cienyromuii agens To xe. [porwio eme Tpu qHs, Mapk He nosiisiics. Crena
HavaJla BOJIHOBaThCsl, OHA Y:Ke HE lyMaJla O 3araJJOYHOM MOsIBJIEHUM NapH: B €€ cagy. Teneps Creina
MIPOCTO MepekUBaIA.

[Mponna Henens, HacTynwia cyooora — Mapka He Obi10. CTesuia ¢ 10cafioi mogymaia, 9ro 10
CHX TIOp He B3sJla Y Hero Homep TenepoHa. A 4To, eciv oH 3adosnen? MoxeT ObiTh, eMy 1oxo. K
CcJIOBY cKa3arh, CTesula He 3Haja, MpUexXaiy ero poauTeNy WM ele HeT. YTo, eciim eMy HeXOopoLlo,
a JJa)e B alTeKy Che3/UTh HE KOMY. DTa MbIcib corHana Creluty ¢ AUBaHa.
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Ona HaripaBuIach BHU3 110 YJIHILIE, B CTOPOHY Jieca. MapK roBOpHII, YTO OHU KYITHJIU TIOCTICAHUI
aom 1o yiauue. Korna Cresuia nofonuia K U3ropoiy 3Toro camoro Joma, €€ yauBWiO TO, YTO JJOM
BBITJISIZIEST TOYHO TaK K€, Kak 1 paHblie. To ecTh BU y HEr0O ObUT COBEPILIEHHO HEXUJIOMH.

— CrpanHo, — ckazayia Crenna Bcayx. — Moxer, oHU yexaiu?

Xots Cresnuie He BepUiIoch, uTo Mapk MOT BOT TaK yexarh, He ornporiasimch. Kanurka Obuia
He 3anepta, CTeia nepecekiia IBOp U Hakajla KHOIKY 3BOHKA.

B nome crosia kakasi-To ocodast Hexwuas TuimHa. OKHa ObUTM 3aKpHITH OyMaroii. bankoHHyo
JBEpb Ha BTOPOM 3Ta)e U CTEKJISIHHYIO JIBEPb Ha Teppacy BHU3Y, MOXOXKe, He OTKPHIBATIU C 3UMBI.
Cresa orsiienack. Bo qBope Obu1o HeyOpaHo, MPOILIOTrOIHSs JIMCTBA Melllajia pacTH MOJIOAEHBKOU
TpaBKe, KaKUe-TO BBIIIBETIINE OyMaKKHM BAJISUTUCh BCIOAY, MX SIBHO CIOIa 3aHECNIO BETPOM emié /10
CHEromnajoB.

Cresuta CHOBa HakaJla KHOIIKY 3BOHKA — B OTBET TUIMHA. OHa CITyCTHIIach C KpbUIblia. YBe-
PEHHOCTh B TOM, 4TO Mapk Kyaa-To yexas, moutu ykpernwiack. Ctesuia yxe xotena yitu. Ho uto-
TO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ OIJISTHYThCS. leByIlKa B3IIsSIHY/IA HA OKHA BTOPOTO 3TaxXa, OHU He ObUIN 3aBEllIeHbI,
Y 3aMeTHIa TaM JiBmkeHue. Enpa ynosumoe, Ho Cteria yBuena, Kak KTo-TO MPOIIET MUMO OKHA U
3aTaniicsl B yIJTy, BO3MOXKHO M3 YKPBITUS MPOOIKast 3a Hell HaOmonath. Crenna pa3osimuiack. Beé
MOHATHO, BUAMMO OH IMPOCTO HE XOUeT e€ BUAeTh. MOXKET, B TOT MOCTETHUI UX pa3roBop, Mapk
pEelInI, 9YTO OHA HaBsI3bIBAETCS eMy, U cTpycui. Vi, moxer, aeno B Kupune?

— Mapk, — kpuknysa Cresuia, s Ha OKHA. — S BUXKY, 4TO Thl JOMa. §l mpuIilia HOTOMY, 4TO
6ecrniokoiock o Tebe. S momymaina, BAPYT Thl OOJIeH U TeOe HyxHa nomotlb. Ho ecmu ¢ To60i BCE B
TIOpSIIIKE, 1 TOJIBKO pajia.

Cresuta pa3BepHyJ1ach, YTOObI YUTH, HO Y KAJIMTKA CHOBA OCTAaHOBHJIACH.

— $I cunrana TeGsi CBOUM JIpyrom, — KpHKHYJIa oHa. — M3BuHu. Bunumo, ommobanacs. Moxenb
HE NpATaThCs. S yXOKYy.

CkpunHyaa JBepb.

— Crenna, — no3Bai Mapk, — 3auem ke Tak Kpudath? Vnu B gom.

Mapk npHOTKpBUT IBEPb, HO CaM Ha KPpbUIbLIO He Bhimes. Ero moseaenue Oputo crpanHbiM. Ho
Crena Bonuia B iomM. OHa oka3ajiach B MIMKapHOW TOCTUHOM, O'POMHOM, KaK CTaJnoH. Boooine, oM
ObLT POCKOIIIHBIM, HO a0COTIOTHO TTYCThHIM.

— A nouemy 3nech HeT Mebenu? — Creiuia ¢ yauBJjeHHe OCMaTpUBAJIa TOCTHHYIO, 3aIIsiHYJa
Ha KyXHIO.

— Eme He Bc€ nepepesnu, — Mapk oTBEN miaza. — Thl 3aueM npuiuia’?

— 51 BomHOBaNack, — Cresuia noxaa rijedamu. — B uém aeno? [loueMy Thl HE XOUIIIb B KO ?
To1 60nen?

B roctuHoii 66110 cympauHo, Ho CTena 3aMeTria, 9to ¢ Mapkom 4to-To He Tak. OH BHINISAIE
OJeIHBIM, OCYHYBIIIMMCSI ¥ CHOBa OyATO cTapiie cBoux JieT. Crelie moKa3aics OH U3MOXIEHHBIM.

— Te6e nexopomo? MoskeT, 4yro-HHOYAb Hy:KHO, Mapk? He Momuu, s ke BUKY. ..

Cresuta mofoIwIa K Hemy OJIM3KO, 3ariisiHyJa B JIMLO, HO Mapk oTcTpanuicsi. OH ABUHYJICS TaK
PEe3Ko, UTo pydalika HEeMHOTO cheXasia Ha OOK, OTKPBIB ITTyOOKYIO paHy 4yTh TIOHMKE IIEH.

Cresuta BckprkHyaa. OHa ¢ CHIIOH MOTSHYJIa 32 BOPOT PyOallky, Ta pacCTerHysach.

— Bboxe moii. .. — npomenTana Cremna B yxace.

CrpamHas paHa HAYMHAJIACh OT KJTIOUMIIbI, IepeceKaa Tpyib, )KUBOT M YXOAUJIa Moj péopa ¢
MIPOTUBOIIONIOKHON CTOPOHBI. DTO OblJIa OUYeHb ITyOOKas paHa M aOCONIOTHO CBEXkasl, MeCTaMH OHa
en€ KpOBOTOUMJIA.

— Yro 310, Mapk? — kpuknyaa Cremwna. — OTkyaa 310 y 1edst?

— Ycnokotics, — Mapk 00JIe3HEHHO ITOMOPIIIICS. — DTO MyCTAKH. 51 5ke Tede ckazal, s e3Iull. . .
B TOPBI, ¥ TaM. ...

OH 3anaxHys pyOarky 1 OTBEpHYJICS.
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— MHe HeBBIHOCHMO TsTKeso Bparh TeOe, CTeia, — MpOroBOpMIl OH CAABJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM. —
[Mpomy 1eds1, nau qomoit. Co MHOH BC€ OyJeT XOpoIIo, MPOCTO TOBEPb. . .

— Twt ¢ yma comén? — Cremna nogdexayia K HeMy. — MoxkeT ObITh, ThI B OpOCH Obl MEHS C
JBIPOIA B OOKY, HO 5 Tak He Mory... Ckaxu MHe mpaBy — 310 Kupusui, oH KOro-to HaHsI. . .

Mapk ycMexHyJIcH.

— Tornaa, kto? Tel BNe3 B Kakou-HUOYas KpumuHA? TeOs neiramu? Hy, 9ro Tl MOTYHIIG? —
Crenna Obita BHe ceOs. — S ske Bujiena, Kakou Thl CHUTbHBIA. Kupriut k Tebe MPUKOCHYThCS He YCTIel,
a TyT... 5 *e MOHMMAI0, YTO MTPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY He IOJ] CHITY Tak TeOsl paHWTh. . .

CrpaHHOe BbIpaxeHHue MosBUIOCh y Mapka Ha Juie.

— Tl mpaBa, — KUBHYJI OH, — IPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY 3TO AEHCTBUTEBHO HE IO CUITY ...

— ¢ TeOs1 He MOHMMAIO, UTO THI XOUEITh STHM CKa3aTh?.. — mporoBopuia Creia.

— Jla Huuero, — B rosioce y Mapka 3Byuasio pasipaxenue. — 5 moBropui TBoio ppazy. O6pazHoe
BBIPQKEHUE — TIPOCTHIE CMEPTHEIC. . .

— TeGe He B S3BIKO3HAHWU HANIO YIPAXKHATHCSA, a B OOJBHUILY €XaTh — 3TO K€ CepbE3Hast
TpaBMa. ..

— Crema, — Mapk B3si1 CTesuty 3a 1uieuu, — st O4eHb LIEHIO TBOIO ApY:kOy. S BocxuIaoch TBoen
MPEeJaHHOCTHIO, HO ceituac Tede HaJo YUTH.

Cresuta cama He TIOH:UJIA, KaK OKa3aJlach Y BXOAHOW JIBEPU.

— 4l He yiiny, — OHa BLENMJIACh B IBEPHOM KOCSK. — Y TeOsi BUIUMO ellE 1 C TOJIOBOM Mpodiiema,
KaK fI TIOTJISIKY.

Mapk CHUCXOAUTETBLHO YIBIOHYJICS.

— Crenna. $1 B noHeenbHUK Oyay B mikose. M, MoxkeT ObITh, 3aBTpa 3aiiay k TeOe. He BonHylics
3a MEHs.

OH oTKpbIT ABEepb U OecriepeMOHHO BbicTaBml Ctemnty 3a nopor. Ctesuia OT BO3MYIIEHUS XBa-
Tajla PTOM BO3/YX, KaK pbiOa, BHIOpPOIIIEHHAsT Ha cyiry. Mapk 3aKpbLl ABEPb, HO Cpa3y ke pacraxHy.I
e€ cHoBa. OH cxBarmi Creluty 3a JIOKOTb.

— Ornpasnsiics nomont. Tam u ocTaBaiics, HUKya He xonu. U, 6ora paau, He BEICOBBIBAH Aaxke
HOC Ha YJIMILy TIOCJIe 3aX0/1a COJTHIIA.

Mapk 3axJIOMHYJ 1BEpb, OcTaBUB CTeJTy Ha KPbUIbIE B TIOJTHOM 3aMellaTe/TbCTBe.

Cremuta mpocuzena JjomMa Bech Bedep CyOOOTHI M BeCh JIeHb BOCKpECeHbs. MapKk Tak M He
nosiBuIIcsl. Bedepom Mama npe/yioxkuia Cbe3AUTh B TOCTH K JPY3bsIM, KOTOPBIX OHU JIABHO HE BUJIEIIH.
310 ObUIA CEMbSI COCITYKUBIIA OTIIA.

— TeGe crout pazBesAThCs, — CKazasia Mama. — A TO Tl CHOBA TPYCTHIIIb B TIOCTIE/IHEE BPEMS.

Ho Crennie ve xotenock. M 1axe aprymeHT, 4To Ha BBIXOJHBIE TTpUeXasl UX TBAAIIATUICTHUN
ChIH — Kpacagell, Ctesuty He cobnaszHui. OHa ocTanach JoMa, 3arepeB ABEph Ha BCe 3aMKHU U HE BBICO-
BbIBasi HOC Ha yJIHILy, Kak U pekoMeH0Bas1 Mapk. Mawma yBosokiia ¢ coooii AHIpesi, KOTOPBIT TOxe
MYKECTBEHHO COIPOTHUBIISLIICS. TO HEMHOKKO oropumiio Ctesuty. OHa mpeanouia, Yto0bl OpaTuiika
OCTaJICs IOMa.

Cresuta OT/IOKIIA KHUTY M Pellnia IOCMOTPETh TeJIEBU30P B TOCTUHOM. BHIJIO OKOJIO AeBATH
Beuepa, u B mycToM jgome Crete ObUIo jKyTKOBaTo. OHA CITyCTHIIACh Ha KYXHIO, JocTasia OyTHUIKY
MUHEPAJIKH U3 XOJOIWIbHUKA U HAlIPABUJIACh B TOCTUHYIO K TEJIEBU30pY, U BIPYT Ha KOBpEe OOHApY-
*kua komky. CTesuia B3ApOrHyia oT HeokuIaHHoCTU. Kollka cujiena coBepIeHHO CIOKOWHO, 00ep-
HYBIIIMCh COOCTBEHHBIM XBOCTOM.

— Kuc-kuc. .. — mammnansHo npousHecna Cresuia. OHa HOHATHS HE UMeNIa, OTKYAa 3TO KUBOT-
HOE MOIJIO B3SIThCS B MX TOCTHMHOW. MOXeT, OKHO Tie-To He 3akpblii. CTesia o0ola )KUBOTHOE
BOKPYT — 3TO OblJIa HE IPOCTO JBOPOBAs KUCKA. DTO OblIa peiKasi U Ioporasi Mopoja JIICKIX KOIIEK,
KaXeTcsl, X Ha3bIBAIOT «C(PUHKCHI». Bun y He€, KoHeuHo, Ha moouTtesns. Ho cyasi 1o nenoyke ¢ Kpyr-
JILIM MeJAJIbOHYMKOM Ha I1Iee, 3BepyIIKa JOMaIIHssA. [a ¥ MOHATHO, OHA Beb JEHET He MaJIbIX CTOUT.
Crenna pacrepsiiach. — U, urto MHe ¢ TOOO# enatsh? — CIpocuiia OHa.
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Komka cmotpena Ha Creiuty, He MUrasi 1 He HIEBEJIsICh, CJIOBHO TMITHOTH3UPOBAJIA.

— Tak, nagHO, 10KHO OBITH THI 3a0mynMIack, — CTesuia mprcesia Ha KOPTOYKHU PSJIOM C KOIII-
KOH. — 3aBTpa 3aiiMEMCS IOUCKOM TBOMX X03seB. A ceiiuac... Moxer, Tbl rojiogHas?

Kormika ne menoxnynace. 3a cniuHoi Creliia ycbliana CTpaHHblid 3ByK. OHa OIIsTHYJIACh — U3
KyXHHU MeJIJIEHHO BBIIILIA eIIE OJJHA KOIIIKa, TOXe JIbicasi, HO yxke Oe3 omeiHnka. Ctesuia MogHsIach.

— A 310, 4TO Takoe? — MOPO3 MPOOEKAT IO KOKE OT CYeBEPHOT'0 cTpaxa. — Thl UTo, C MOAPYKKON
MpUIILIA. . .

N3-3a mkada nmosiBuIack eme oiHa KOIIKa, TOUHBIN OMu3Her qByX mpeapiaynmx. [Torom ermé
OfIHA BBUIE3IA U3-TIO] AMBaHa, JBE M3-3a TeJIEBU30pa. DTO ObUIO MOXOsKe Ha rajumioluHanumio. He mpo-
IIJIO ¥ TISATH CEKYH/[l,  TOCTUHAS YK€ KHUIIesa PeJKUM BUJOM KOIIIEK, U OHU BCE MPUOBIBAIIH.

Kormku cMoTpen ruImHOTU3UPYIONIM B3IJISA0M KENTHIX 11a3 B yrop Ha CTesuty ¥ MeIeHHO
npubmmkanuck. Ctesuia B MaHUKE TOMATAIACH K JiecTHUIE. Tenepb OHa MOHsIA, YTO KOIIKH OTpe-
3aJM edl MyTh K BXOJIHOM JIBEpPU U MPOJOJIKAOT HacTynath. CTena Opocuiiack BBEPX IO JIECTHHUIIE,
HO He ycresa clefaTh M JBYX IIaroB, Kak KOIIKA C MeAaJbOHOM Ha Illee BHE3AITHO MOAHSIIACH U
BBITHYJIA CIIUHY yroi. [71a3a KOIIKYM CBEpKHYJIM 1 OHa 3aiurnena. Bee KUBOTHBIE pa3oM OPOCHIIHCH
Ha Creyuty. OHM BOWIKCh KOTTSIMU € B CITUHY U HOTH, HO Ka/asi CTPEMUJIACH 100paThCs JI0 JIUIA.
Crea 3akpuyaia.

['ne-to mo3aau paszpasncs KyTkuit rpoxot. CTeia HU4ero He BUjesa, HO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK
YBU-TO CHJTbHBIE PYKU BBIPBAJIM €€ 13 3TOr'0 BOJIOBOPOTA KOT'TE U 3yOOB. A MOTOM IIBBIPHYJIH C TAKOM
CWJIOH, YTO OHa MpoJieTesia HaJ| JIECTHULEW, CIIMHOW OTKpbLIa IBEPb B CBOIO KOMHATy U IPOXHYJIACh
Ha KpoBatb. [1o pykam 1 HOram U3 MHOTOUYMCIICHHBIX LIAPAIiH TeKJa KpoBb, HO CTesia He 3amMevaa
storo. OHa cIblIIaja, 4TO TaM BHU3Y MpojosikaeTcss OopbOa. YTo-To rpoxorano, Ouiack mocyna u,
BU/IUMO, KPYILIHJIACh MeOeIib, U BCE STU 3BYKHU MEPEKPHIBAT MHOTOTOJIOCHI KOIIAYHA BOK.

— Bacr! Bacr, npekparu! — 310 6611 roioc Mapka.

— O 6oxe, Mapk!

Cresuta Bckouria 1, mpeBo3morasi 00i1b, Opocuiiachk BHU3, HO HE yCIiena CIyCTUThCs. B roctu-
HOM OBLIO TEMHO, BUIMMO, pazouim mocTpy. CTesuia BIJIIIbIBAIACH B TOTyMpPaK KOMHATBI, HO HIYETo
HE MOIJIa MOHATh. KT0-TO OrpoMHBIi Bopoyasicst ocpeny roctiHou. Kolku pasneraimck oT Hero u,
yZapsisich O CTEHBI, JIONAJIVICh, CIOBHO MBUIBHBIE ITy3bIpH, HE OCTaBIsisA U cieaa. Ho Ha cMeHy omHOI
MPOMABIIEH MOSBIISUIOCH AECATOK HOBBIX, M 9TOMY He ObLIO KOHIIA.

— bacr! — cHoBa nporpemei rosoc Mapka. — Tbl cama HanrpocHiach.

OH noAHSJICS BO BECh POCT U pa3BEN pyKu B CTOpoHbl. CTesia OTYETIMBO BUJIEIIA TOIBKO €ro
OTKpBITHIE JIAJOHH, KaK Toraa ¢ Kupusuiom. Pa3nancs XJONOK U BCIBIXHY CBET, TAKOW SIPKUMA, YTO
Cresuta Ha cexyHay ocneruia. Korja oHa cHOBa cMoOrfia BUIETb, KOIIEK B TOCTUHOH yke HE ObUIO.
Cresuta MogHsIACh, C TPYAOM OIUPASCh HA CTEHY.

— Mapk, — no3Bana oHa. — Mapk 1sl 31ech? Thl suB? YTO 3TO OBLTO?

Ortgera He nocnenoBajo. Creluia MI0X0 pa3nuyalia IpeMeTbl B TEMHOTE, HO € IOKa3aioch,
yt0 MapK CUIUT, CTOPOMBIINCH y OKHA.

— Mapk, — Cresuia ¢ TpyaoM CIycTuiach o jectauie. — O 6oxe, Mapk, Tol paHen? He morun.

— He nmoaxonu ko mue, Crenuia, — npoxpunes oH. — He Hafo. ..

— Tel panen? — Cresula Halllynasa Ha CTEHE BBIKJIIOUATEN b U HaXkasa ero.

B roctunoii 1o nepuMeTpy 3aropenrch HeOOIbINe CBETUIBHUKH. «IHTUM» — Tak Mama Ha3bl-
BaeT 3To ocBenleHune. B cBete 3Toro «uaTMa» CTesuia yBuena BHIOUTYIO BXOJHYIO JBepb. [IBoiHas
MeTaJThYecKasi IBEph KPHUBO JIexkasa Ha KoBpe repea quBaHoM. Cresuia yBugena ciuny Mapka. OHa
BCs1 ObLJIA MICMIOJIOCOBAHA KOTTSAMH Y KPOBOTOUMIIA.

— O 6oxe, 6ennblit, — CTea nmogonuia K HeMy | yxke IpoTsiHyJa pyKy, HO B 9TOT MUT Mapk
nogHsuT TonioBy. Ha Cremny cMoTtpena cofaka ¢ TOPAIIMME KENTHIMU T1a3aMU U KOPOTKOW Cepou
epcThio. IT0 ObUIO Yke cumkoM. CTeia 3aKkpryaia v TPOXHYJIach B OOMOPOK. ...
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— Hy xe, Crenna, OTKpo#i 171a3a. ... — ronoc Mapka JOHOCHJICS OTKyAa-To u3gaiu. — Bot Gen-
HSIKKA. . .

Cresuta MOYyBCTBOBAJIa MEJIKME KarleJIbKi Ha CBOEM JIMIIE, CJIOBHO TETUIBINA JIETHUIM JOXKJIMK.
Ona ynpIOHyach U OTKpBLIA TJ1a3a.

— ITpuBer, — Mapk BCTPEBOXKEHO CMOTPEJI HA HEE.

Crenna cena u oniszenack. OHH, TO-TIPeKHEMY, HAXOAWINCH B TOCTMHOM, HO CJIE/IOB TIOOOUIIA
He ObuTo. Meberb cTosiia 1esiasi ¥ Ha CBOMX MeCTax, JIOCTpa BUCENa Ha MeCTe, U BXO/IHAs ABEPb He
BaJIsUIACh MOCPEAN KOMHATHI.

Cresuta BOMpOCUTENTHO ycTaBUIach Ha Mapka.

— Y10? — OH Y/IBIOHYJICSI.

— Tonbko He cmeiics Mapk, s, HaBepHOe, CBUXHYIach. Ho 31ech, TONBKO UTO, ObLIA CTpaliHas
6I/ITBa ¢ Komkamu. M MeHd rmouynt?

Mapk nokayasi roJloBOu.

— Tak. 3Haunr, komku 6en? Ara! — CTesuia mocMoTpesia Ha CBOM PYKH, TIOTOM Ha HOTH, Ha
HUX He OBUIO Jake CJIE/IOB LaparyH.

Mapk yabIOHYJICS KaK-TO BUHOBATO U MO IJICYaAMH.

— Kormek Het, napanus Toxe u BblOUTast 1Bepb. .. C TBOEH rooBoil BCE B IOPSIKE. . .

Cresuta Me/IJIEHHO TOIHSJIACH C TUBaHa, He CBOJAS I71a3 ¢ Mapka.

— Ho s Bunena 1e6s... 'y 1eds 6buta... O, 6pen kakoi, — Ctesuta moMopuiack. — Y teos
ObL1a cobaubst royiosa!

Mapk KHBHYI.

— bbina...

— Tol MeHs1 pasbIrpeiBaeiib? — CTea MmonsiTanach YablOHyThCs. — Thl IIyTHINb, KaK BCETAA,
BEpHO?

— Her, — nuiio Mapka 6b110 o4eHb cepbe3HbM. — [Ipuriuio Bpems Tede BCE y3HaTh. Y MeHs
MmaJsio Bpemenu, Cresuia. Csib U YCTIOKOWCS.

— He npocu mens ycnokontcs! — 3akpuyana Cresuia. — Thl perms NomyTuTbh O MHOM, TOTAA
3Haii, 3T0 04eHb Iyno. [ ie TBost codaubsi rosnosa. — CTeria 3arisHyJIa Moj JUBaH. — 31ech? A MOXeT
ThI €€ B KapMaH cripsTan’?

— Cremnna, — Mapk nogasiics, B3s1 Ctesuty 3a Tuiedn U npuBJeK K cebe. — BeqHass neBouka,
CKOJIBKO Ha TeOs1 cBamiioch. CTesuia, Thl BUIEIa MEHsI B MOEM HACTOsIIEM oOnuube. S moHumalo,
9TO JMKO ISl YeJIOBeKa, HO 51 TAaKOM.

Cresuta 0cBOOOAMIIACH U3 €r0 OOBATUN U YCTABUJIACh €MY B JIMLIO CHU3Y BBEPX.

— Tsl... 06opoTeHs?

— Boxe, Crenna, oTkyaa y Te0s1 CTOJBKO TapakaHoB B rojioBe? — OH HEBOJILHO paccMesiics. —
Her. 4 e o6opoteHs. .. § He nomkeH roBopuTh Tede, KTo s1. Ho rmaBHoe He 310. $1 He cmory Gosbiie
HAaXOJUTCS PSAOM ¢ TOOOH. § He cMory 3amuiarh Teosl.

— Yro Th roBopuIb? OT Koro 3amuiiarh? Yro Booodie 3aeck mporcxoqut? — Cresuia 3aKpu-
yaJia, HO Ha CaMOM JIeJie € XOTeJIOCh B3OPBaThCs, PA3NIeTEThCs HA MEJIKUE KYCOUKH, JIUIIb Obl n30a-
BUTBHCS OT STOTO HEBBIHOCUMOT'O UYYBCTBA HEBEIOMOW OMACHOCTH.

— Ycnokoticst, — Mapk npoBeEn Jialonsio 1o eé ymiy, u Crela 1eHCTBUTEIBHO YCIIOKOUIACh.
TouHee, Kak-TO 3aTOPMO3UIIACH.

Oma cena Ha IMBaH M MOCMOTpeia Ha Mapka.

— K10 xouetr MeHs youts? 3aueM? — TUXO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Crenna, BCIOMHH, — BKpaIunBO Hayasl Mapk. — Beriomuu, oH Tebe roBOpUII 0 TOM, 4TO Tebe
I'PO3UT ONMACHOCTb. TOJIBKO OH iyMaJl, YTO €CJIM ero He OyaeT psaoM, TeOst He TpoHyT. Ho 3To He Tak.
OnHu 605TCSI CAMOTO TBOETO CYIIIECTBOBAHMSI.

— OH - 3710 KT0? — OMHUMHU T'ydamu mpomoBiia Cresia.

OHna He MOTJ1a IOBEPUTh, YTO MapK MOKeT 3HaTh 00 AMeHe. DTO ObUIO CIUIIIKOM HEBEPOSITHO.
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— AMeH, — Mapk CroKOMHO cMOTpe el B ia3a. — § Bc€ 3Halo, ycnokovics. U, kK coxaieHuio,
HE TOJIbKO 5. Thl Ieperuia JOpory OIHUM OY€Hb MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM... CylECTBaM. AMEH CUMTal,
YTO €CJIM OH He OyHeT psiioM ¢ TOOOM, TeM CaMbIM OH 3aIIUTUT TeOsi, HO OH ommoOcs. S crapancs
OBITH Ps1/IOM, YTOOBI TOMOYb B CIIy4yae 4ero, HO 3TO yKe MsATas artaka. Vl BUIUMO mocieanss, nepes
pelariei.

—I1sras, — He noHsuia Cresuia, — Thl CKa3all, sATast? DTa TBOSI paHa Ha TPYIX — 3TO U3-32 MEHSI. . .

—Ho e€ yxe Her, Buauiib? — Mapk pa3Bén pyKy B CTOPOHBI, OTKPbIBasi rpyb, — 1 aTux napanux
He Oyget Toxke. 1o He BakHO. [leno B apyrom, — Mapk HaxXmMypuiicsi, OH HUKaK He MOT MoJo0paTh
HY)XHbIE cJioBa. — Bc€ 910 Gecrone3Ho: u KepTBeHHbIe MyKd AMeHa, U Ballla pa3iyKa, U MOU OUTBBI
— OHU HE OCTaBAT TeOs B TMOKOE.

Creta CKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY:

— 3HauuT, TaK TOMY 1 OBITh, — TUXO MPOM3HECNA OHA. — MHe 6e3 HEero HeBHIHOCUMO Ha 3TOM
cBere... MoXKeT cMepTh — 3TO BbIXO?

— INoeps MHE — HeT, — TBEPAO ckazas Mapk. — 9 B aTom pazdupatock. Eciiu yecTHO, TO MeHs
BOOOIIIE BCS 9Ta UCTOPUsI He Kacaercs. f Tak cka3arh, POSIBUI MHULIMATUBY, Pay CIIPaBEITMBOCTH.
Benp 310 ke He YeCTHO, eclv O[JMH, CKaXeM, YeJIOBEK BEUHOCTh padOTaeT Ha IPyroro v He MojyvaeTr
3a 9TO JIake «CrnacuOo». A TJIaBHOE, Aake He 3HAET, KTO OH, U B YEM CMBICT €T0 CYIECTBOBAHUS. . .
[ToaTomy, 51 permmiI momMouyb.

— W uro xe teneps? — CTesia cMOTpelia Ha HEro ¢ HaIekK 101, e Ternepb Ka3aaock, 4to Mapk
3HAET OTBETHI HAa BCE BOIIPOCHI.

— INonumaens, Ctesa, TOT MyTh 3a0BEHUSI M OTPEHIEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIN BHIOpaT AMeH, 4TOOBI
cracty Te0si, BUIMMO, HeBepHbIi. Tak ObIBaeT, Mbl BRIOMPAEM He TOT IyTh, MONAJaeM B TYITHK, BO3-
BpalliaeMcsi K UICXOIHOW TOYKe ¥ HAYMHAEeM IYTh 3aHOBO, HO YK€ HOBBIW, MPaBWIbHBINA. S mpUITIE,
4yT0OBI yOepeub Tedst JO TOro BpeMeHH, IoKa AMeH U30epeT WHOM, PaBIIIbHBIN, MyTh. W 3TO Tak u
Oyner, Ho korga? A ceronHsi MeHs yBujena bact. Ona gonecér 06 atom Cerxy, u Torma... — Mapk
YXMBUTbHYJICS ¥ B3IOXHYJ. — W Torza 51 yxke He cMory Tede momoub. Toraa, BO3MOKHO, HYKHO OyzieT
IIOMOTaTh MHE.

Crena, He MUTast, CMOTpeJIa TPsMO Tepes] COOON.

— AMeH ymién, Tl YUIEIh, U BBIXOUT, UTO 1 oOpeyeHa?

— Her, He HyXHO Tak roBOpuTb. §I MO3HAKOMUJICS C TOOOH, U 5, B KOTOPHIM pa3 BOCXUTHIICS
YeJIOBEYECKOM KM3HBIO. §1 3HaJI, KaKk OHa XpYIIKa U KaK yJUBUTEIbHA U HertoBToprMa. OHa, Kak cTpe-
MUTEJIbHBIA MHT, KaK sIpKasi BCIBIIIKA. M BEUHOCTD, 1O CPAaBHEHUIO C HEM — IPOCTO YOOKecTBO. Th
MOXeIllb MHE He BEPUTb, HO 51, HE pa3yMbIBasi celvac, OTAa  Obl CBOI0 BEUHOCTh 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET
MIPOCTOH YeJIOBEUECKOH KM3HU. Balia )u3Hb MMeeT KOHEIl M B TOM 0coObIil cMak. [Tonnmaens? —
Mapk nocmotpen Ha Cresuty, B3rsA] e€ ObLT coBepilieHHO NoTepsaHHbIM. OH 3acMesticst. — He Harpsi-
raiics, Ctenna. Beixon ectb Bceraa. OHu ocTaBAT TeOs B IOKOE, B TOM ClTydae, eCii Thl Oylelb pu-
HaJlJIeKaTh IPyroMy MyKUYUHE.

— B cwmpbicne. .. npuHaaiexats? — He noHsiia Cresuia.

— B npsimom. Tebe HyKHO CPOUHO BBIATH 3aMyK, OYKBaJIbHO 3aBTpa — MOC/IE3aBTpa.

— Tl ceppé3no? 3a koro? — Creinie CTano CMEIIHO.

— Jla 3a KOro yrogHo. ..

— A 3a 1e6s? — Cresuia ¢ HaIe)K 0N cMoTpesia Ha Mapka.

Mapk ynbioHyscs. OH 6epekHO B3sUT €€ PyKY U MOIeIOBaJL.

— 51 cuén OBl 3TO 3a BEIMYAKIITYIO YeCTh, HO HET... Thl IOJKHA BBIUTH 3aMYK 32 CMEPTHOTO.
Onu periar, 4to Thl IOTePsHA JIIs1 AMEHa U, MOXKeT ObITh, yeriokosTcs. [1o kpaiiHelt Mepe, Ha Bpemsl.

— A ecnu Het?

— Torpa Bcé BEepHETCSA K MCXOJHOM TOYKE, U MOSIBUTCS HOBBIM IyTh, — TUXO CKa3an Mapk. —
Mmue nopa, Cresuia. {1 10mKeH yXOAUTb.
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OH Bcran. Cresia MOYTH HUYEro He TOHsUIA U3 Toro, uto roBopui Mapk. Eit 6bu10 mpocto
CTpAlLHO.

— He yxomu. — Crenna Brenumiaach B ero pyky. — 5 6010Ch 0CTaBaThCsl OJIHA, — FOJIOC €€ JIPOKAT,
CJIE3BI CTOSUTN B IM1a3ax. — Thl k€ MOH JIy4IlIM# Py, MOI €AMHCTBEHHBIN JPYT. ..

Mapk nocmotpen Ha CTesuly ¢ rpycTbio:

— 41 HuUKOMY emmE M3 CMepTHHIX He ObUT APYroM, HHWKorma... — Mapk normaann Cremty no
mieke. — [Ipoctu, uro mokugaw Teds, HO 5 1okeH, Ctemuia. — Mapk OTOIIEN Ha HECKOJIBKO IaroB B
cropoHy. — He myraiics, Ctesuia, mpocto B 00pa3e CMEpPTHOTO 51 He CMOTY TepPEeMECTHUTHCS. . .

OH crucHyn pyku Ha rpyau. Cteuia yBuzena, Kak Mapk cTasl OrpOMHBIM, BBIIIIE JTIOOOTO Yesio-
Beka. Ero oxexna mcuesna, Terepb Ha HEM KpacoBajlach CTpaHHasl y3Kas I00Ka 30JI0TOTO I[BETa U
IIMPOKKE OpacieTsl Ha TpeIuieube U 3aIsICThIX. A Ha ero Telyie yxe He ObUIO CIIeIOB MPOIIe/IIei
outBbl. OH noBepHyJ K CTeie CBOI0 COOAUBIO TOIOBY.

— He crpamno? — rosnoc ero Toxke cran uHbIM. B HEM efBa yragplBalChb UPOHUYHBIE HOTKU
npexxHero Mapka.

Cresia noMorasia roioBox.

— JIOBOJIBHO CUMIIATHYHO, — BBIIaBMJIA OHA C TPyIoM. — KTo Obl ThI HU ObLI, clackOo, YTO ThI
OBLI. ..

— Th1 nerKo y3Haelb, KTo s, — MporoBopui Mapk, eciiv ero MOXHO ObIJIO Tak Ha3BaTh. — Thl B
I'yriie mouiy, Tam nHpopmarmu ao ¢ura. [pomaii, Cresa.

W oH ucues, cioBHO ero u He OblI0. He OTKpBIBaT HUKAKMX MOPTAJIOB, HUKAKOTO 3eJIEHOTO
ceeuenust. [Ipocro pa3 u mpomnad.

CreJsuta BHE3aIHO MOYYBCTBOBANA ceOsl HEBepOsATHO ycTaBineil. E€ rosoa Obuia nepenoyHeHa
MBICJISIMU U olyIieHussMu. Kazasocs, cefiuac OHa TpecHeT, Kak rnepecriesias ThikBa. B yriry KoMHatsl
Crenna 3amMetriia cBeTIylo pyoamky Mapka. OHa Obuta u3onpana v Bcsi B KpoBu. CTesuia mogHsia
€€ M, YTKHYBIIIKChH B HEE JIMIIOM, Pa3pblJaiach.

Houb Crenna npoesa 6e3 cHa. BriepBbie 3a qonrue mMecsiipl oHa Jaia Bomo ciae3am. Cresuia
pacrnaxHyJia HaCTe:Kb OKHO W PbIJIaJia, M CKBO3b TeJleHy ClIE3 Ha 3BE3aHoe He0o. Tereps Crerie
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO KU3Hb €€ 3aKOHYMIach. Bce, KOro oHa yoOuia, K KoMy Oblia IpUBsI3aHa, YIIUIM U3
e€ JKM3HU. AMeH OyeT CJIOHSThCS 10 MUPY, Kak OecuyBCTBEHHasl MalmHa. Mapk ucyes3 HaBcerja.
Crena ocranach ofiHa, IO yrPO30i CMepTeNTbHOM onacHOCTH. Jla oHa OBl U COTJIACHIIACh YMEPETh.
[TycTh €€ pa3opBYT KOLIKU WU COXKPYT BojikH, Creste Oblio HaruieBath. Ho nake ymepeTb oHa He
Mora cebe Mo3BOJINTh, Beb Mapk ckaszajl, YTo AMEH paHO WM TO3/IHO M30EpET HOBBIA MyTb, U
Torja oHa OyJeT HykHa emy. [la 1 motom, 4To 3HaYMT — ymMepeTh? A mama, a Auapeit? M BooOiue,
AyMatb O CMEPTU B BOCEMHA/ILIATh — 3TO KaK-TO HEECTECTBEHHO. Mapk cka3all: CMEPTh — 3TO HE BBIXO/.
HewictButenbHo. Tak, crorn. Mapk!

Cresuta nocremHo BeTepia caé3pl. OHa cena K CTONy ¥ OTKpPbUIA HOYTOYK.

3HaunT Tak, OECCMEPTHOE CYIIECTBO € ToioBoi codaku, CTesuia 3agymanach Ha CEKyHAY...
Eruner.

Boru Erunra, Mucdonorus Erunra, nerenast u mudgsl apessero Erunrta u Meconoramuu.

Cremna kimkHyaa Ha Borax. Urak, Cerx — Oor xaoca, cocpegoroueHve 3na. danbine, Bact
— OoruHs BecesbsA, ObIBaeT B 0Opa3e KOIIKW WX C TOJOBOM Kommku. [a yx, Becénass OOruHs, He
3acKydaelb. .. ToT — 60r paBHOBECHS M MTPOCBeleHrsl. DTo He TO... CTeJlTy OCeHWIIO, Be/ib OHA BCE
9TO yKe uuTajia paHblile, Koraa uckaina uadopmarmio o Jloie 38€3a. [la, TouHo, Tam ObUT OOr ¢
coOaubelt roioBoi. CTesuia JIMCTaia CTPaHUILy 3a CTpaHuIieid. BoT oH.

AnyOuc — XpaHuTesb MOTycTopoHHero mupa. K Hemy unyT aymm ymepmux. OH CyOUT UX U
OTIPABJISIET OMHUX HAa BEYHbIE MYYEHHSI, IPYTHX B OJIarOCIOBEHHbBIC JOJIUHBI, T1€ BJOBOJb BOIbI, U
KOJIOCUTCS IIIEHULIA. . .

— Tax BOT THI Kako¥, Mapk — IIyTHUK, — TPYCTHO yJbIOHYMach Cremna. — KoneuHo, no yactu
CMEpPTH THI CHIELIUATIMCT. B 3TOM Bompoce Tede TOYHO HEeT PaBHBIX. . .
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— Anyb6wuc, BoT 310 clopripus. S 3Bai te6s1. OTuero Tl He npuxoaui? — CeTx CBepI I IJ1a3aMu
rOCTSI.

AHyOHC CTOSIT B LIGHTpE 3aJ1a, OTPOMHBII U CTIOKOWHBIH.

— 51 b1 3anar, Cerx. Yto TeGe HyKHO?

I'maza Cerxa rpo3Ho OJieCHYJIH.

— [Touemy ThI He Ha3bIBACIIIb MEHsI TIOBEJUTEITh? — IPOILUIIEN OH.

AHYOUC CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY Ha OOK, M el Obl He cOOa4ubsi MOPZA, TO MOKHO OBLIO OBl CKa3arh,
YTO OH YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— Twt He moBeneBaenb MHOUM, Cerx. $1 abcomoTHO cBOOOAEH. 1 MPUXOXKY U YXOKY, KOTjaa
3axouy...

— To1 B 5TOM yBepeH? — CeTx czienall ejpa yI0OBUMOE JBIKEHHE, U U3-32 €r0 CIIMHBI BO3HUKJIN
aBa ruranTa. ['0l0Bb y HUX ObLTM KPOKOJW/IBHY, & PYKH UM 3aMEHSUIA KOTTHUCTbIE JIAIThI.

AnHyOuC He IeTOXHYIICS.

— JIBa iecsiTKa TakKuX ypoJIOB s pa3Besiyl 110 BETPY, KaK MbLIb, HECKOJIBKO THEW Ha3a. He Hy:KHO
co MHOU ccoputhes, Cerx. MIHaue, st 3aKkpolo Bpara, U Thl Oy/IeIllb CaM BO3UTHCS C JyIIaMU yMEPIIUX, —
OH NOXaJI tieyamu. — MOoeT, MOCEUIIb UX MNPSIMO 3[IECh, B CBOEM 3aMKe... Mecra XxBaTtut. Xor4,
HACKOJIBKO $I 3HAI0, Thl HAYYMJICSI OY€Hb BBITOHO UCIIONB30BaTh OECCMEPTHBIC TYIIIH.

— Yro ThI ckazan? — CeTx pe3Ko BCTal, HO MOIIATHYIICS U e[IBa He yIaJl CO CTyIEeHe! BeayIIX
K TpoHy. — YTO THI 3HaeIb, AHyouc? Yro?

OpnuH 13 OXpaHHUKOB TOJXBATUII €T0 TOJ] PyKY M ITOMOT BEPHYThCSI Ha TPOH.

— Beoriinu Ha Bo3ayx, CeTx, Thl COBCEM pa3BajMBacIIbCsl, — HACMENIIMBO CKa3zal AHYyOHcC. —
CBexuii BO3/IyX M COJTHIIE MHOT/IA TBOPAT Uyzeca, OOJbIme, 4yeM 3BE3IHAS TbUIb. . .

— Cobaka, — mpormrenitan Cerx, — Tel HacMexaerbcsi Hajl Moel c1adocThio. KoHeuHo, Thl cam
3JI0pPOB, KakK ObIK. . .

— 4 Haxoxych Ha cBoéM Mecte, CeTx. Yl HUKOrIa He MPEeTeHI0BaJl Ha TO, UTO MHE He MPUHA/I-
JIeXUT, — B I1a3ax AHyOwuca yxe He ObUIo cMexa. — M motomy, MHe HU K 4eMy SHeprusi 3BE3]I. ..

— Tsl MOXeIb TOBOPUTD, UTO XOYelllb, — rojioc Cerxa 3Bydas ciado, CIOBHO OH 3a/IbIXaJICS. —
Ho mHe cTaio M3BECTHO, YTO ThI OXPAHSI CMEPTHYIO, Ty, KOTOPOW CYKJIEHO ObLJIO YMEpPETh. . .

AHyOUC BCIIBIXHYIL.

— He 1e6s pemmats, uTh €l WM yMepeThb! — mporpemMert oH. — Thl maJiblieM e€ He KOCHEIIIbCS.

— Tl ObLT ¢ Heli ¥ oMeIIan MoUM ITaHaM! — poxpwuren CeTx.

— U moumMm, — u3-3a TpoHa mokazasack ruOkas bact. OHa 10 camoii CBOei KoIaubeld MOPIIbI
OblJIa YKyTaHa B CepbIi TUIaIll.

— Yro TH nipsiuenb, bact? — yemexHysncst Anyouc. — [Tokaxu HaMm CBOE 4yiHOE TelIo. . .

— Mep3kuii néc, — 3ammrnena bact. — Tol 3T0 X04elb yBUIETh?

Oma pacriaxHyJia riani: e€ oOOHaXEHHbIE TUICUH, TPYAb U )KMBOT ObLITA CUJIIBHO 000K KEHBI.

— S mpenynpesxnan, — pa3Bén pykamu AHyouc. — Ha MHe OblM cieJibl TBOMX KOTTEH. . .

— OHu npegHa3HAYAINCH He TeOe, — 3ammrena bact. Ona moackounina k AHyoucy. — O, Kak
OBI 51 BOIWJIACh B TBOM OeCCThIKHE T1a3a, néc. OH 3ammuinan cMepTHyo! — kpukHysia oHa Cetxy. — OH
UCIIONB30BaJI POTUB MEHSI CBOIO CHJTY, XOTsI HE UMeJT Ha 9TO MpaBa, Belb 51 TOKe OOTHHS, KaK U OH.

— He msykaii, — AnyOuc otcrpanusicst ot He€. — Kakas o1 6orunsa?! Thl KoIIKa, 4To TPETCS O
HOTY XO3sIMHA U JIWKET PyKy, BbIpanmBas Kycok. f yxoxy. U He Gecriokoii mens 6osbiie, Cerx...

— He Gepu Ha ceOs ciumikom MHOro, AHyOwc, — nporientain CeTx, st emy B cien. — 51 He
TaK IJIyT, KaK Thl AyMaelllb. ..

Ho Any0uc ymén, He orsiibIBasiCh.

Jlo BBITyCKHOTO Oasia ocTayioch iBa qHs, 1 CTeia, HaKOHeIl, C1ajlach Ha yrOBOphI MaMbl. Mama
CUUTAJIa, YTO IJIAThE U IIMKAPHAS MPUYECKA SBJISIOTCS HEOOXOAMMBIM aTpUOYTOM KaXJI0M yBaxaro-
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1eit ceOst BeITycKHUIIBL. CTesuia X0oTesa MPUIATH B IIKOJTY Ha CIIeAYIOIINI IeHb Imocyie 6ajia v 3a0pathb
aTrTecTaT, HO MaMa U CIIbIIaTh 00 3ToM He xoTtena. Korja ux equHoO0pCTBO JOCTUIIIO HAMBBICIIIEH
TOYKM, Mama IyCTHJIa B XOJ] CaMblii CephE3HBIA apryMeHT — cii€3bl. OHa paspbluaiack, a Cresia ¢
JETCTBa He MOIJIa BUIETh MaMy Iuiadyineid. Poigas, MaMa xkanoBajach Ha CBOIO CyAbOy, HA TO, YTO
oTell Tak MeuTa yBuaeTh CTesuty Ha BBITYCKHOM CaMOU KpacuBoy JeBy1koi. Ha To, 4To BblycKHOM
— 9TO HE TOJIBKO OKOHYaHME BaXKHOTO 3Tarna B sku3HU CTesuisl, HO U B €€, MAMHUHOM, XU3HU ToXke. B
Takre MoMeHThl CTelsia cpasy 4yBCTBOBaja ceOsi MapIIMBO U MUTOM Ha Bc€ corammanack. Hy, mo
KpaiiHell Mepe, Ha TO, YTOOBI KYITUTh IJ1aThe U TIOMPUCYTCTBOBATH HA TOPKECTBEHHOW YaCTH BpyYe-
HUSI aTTECTaTOB 3PEJIOCTH, & HAa YBECEIUTEIbHYIO YaCTh MOKHO U HE OCTaBAThCS.

Bri6op mnates cran ais Ctenbl HACTOSIMM MydeHueM. M koria, mepeMeprB AecsiTKa JBa
Haps/I0B Pa3HOOOPA3HOM CTEereHH MbITHOCTH, CTeia OCTAHOBMIIACH HA JIETAHTHOM TEMHO-CHHEM
IU1aThe, MaMa BO3MyIllalach Ha Bech casloH. HeT, e€ noub o/KHA BBIMIAAETh, Kak Koposesa. OHa
MpeCTaBisIa e€ B UEM-TO CBETJIOM, POCKOIIHOM, a He B 9TOM cuHeM TeHbioape. Ho Crena Oblna
HETIPEeKJIOHHA.

— Mawma, y Hac ¢ T060ii pa3Hble BKYCHI, — BIOJITOIoca ropopria Cresuia.

— D710 M1aTke yooroe! — He yHMMasach Mama.

Bcé pemmna npopasimia. OHa ymeno oObsCHWIA Mame, YTO TAKOH POMAHTUYECKHIA CTHUIIb,
KaK HM YTO MHOE, MOJYEPKHET TOCTOMHCTBA CTPONHOM (purypbl CTesuibl, a B APYrUX MOAENSAX OHA
Ka’KeTCsl OTKPOBEHHO XYIOM.

— Bama no4b 3TO MHTYUTUBHO MOYYBCTBOBaJIA. Y HEE, OIKHO OBbITh, BPOKIEHHOE YyBCTBO
CTWJIsA, — 9Ta (ppasa permsia BCe.

[Mnatbe 1 Ty kKynumi. C napukMaxepom J0roBopriiMch. Mama nepeObiBajia B PUTIOTHATOM
HACTPOEHHH, Yero Hesb3st ObLIo ckazath o Crere.

Cresuta HM Ha CeKyHJy He 3a0bIBasia O TocjieJHeM pasroBope ¢ Mapkom. M o ToM, 4To € TOro
Beyuepa MPOIILIO YKe TPH JHs EBYIIKA Toxke OTIMYHO oMHMIa. Kaxayio cekynay Cresuta oxuaana
HOBOTO ciopripr3a. OHa 60s1ach, Mo-HACTOSAIEMY OOsJIach 3a CBOIO XkK3Hb. Ho HIUero nogenats He
MorJIa.

W3 Bcex KaHAMAATOB HA POJTb OBICTPOTO CYIpYTa MOIXOAWI TONbKO Kupuiut, Kak 3To He yKacHO
ObLI0 Ooco3HaBaTh. Her, ObLIM el HeCKOMbKO PedAT, KOTOphle CUMIATU3UPOBAIM €i, HO HEe Ha
CTOJIBKO, YTOOBI BOT TaK, IOCJIE BBITYCKHOTO, OTrpaBuTcs oA Berell. s Cremtb Opak ¢ Kuprmiom
ObLJT CTpaIllHee BceX UyJOBHII Ha cBeTe. U rmaBHBIN KolMap — Kak eMmy 00 3ToM cka3arth? Tak rmpocto
MOIONTH U. .. Kupwiut, He Xodelb Ji Thl Ha MHE skeHuThcs? [lomnHeiil 6pe.

— Bosxe moit, Mapk, Hy moMoru MHe, Kak-HUOyIb, — CTesuia riakana, CUas Ha IOMOKOHHUKE. —
ToI ke MHE BCE BpeMsl IoMorajl. 1o ke Oe3ymue Kakoe-T1o. .. [TycTb jydrie oHr MeHsl yObIOT. ...

Cresuta cMoTpesna Ha HeOo 1 kJana. Eil ka3anock, 4To OTKyAa-TO OTTYJa JOJIKEH ObITh OTBET,
3HaK, HO HUYero He npoucxonuio. Torga Cresla HauMHaIa pasroBapuBaTh ¢ AMeHoM. OHa jenana
9TO KaX[blil Beuep nocjie ncuesHoBeHus Mapka.

— Yro MHe nenatb, AMeH? — mientaia oHa. — Yto? Kakyio skepTBy NpUHEC Thl, s1 HE 3HAIO, HO
MHE 3TO HE IO CUJIaM. ..

Crena cama He 3aMeTWIIa, Kak 3ajpeMala M Bo cHe yBujaena Mapka. OH cross1 mocpeau
MyCTHIHU, OJIETHIN, KaK Erunerckuii papaoH.

— V T1e6s Her BpemeHu, Cteluia, COBCEM HET, — ToBOpuJl oH. — HykHo couthb ¢ Tonky Cerxa.
OH 110X0 MOHUMAET YeJIOBeUeCKHe IyIiv, OH MoBepuT. CeTx 4To-To 3aTeBaeT. .. TOPOMuUCh. . .

Cremuta xoTena K HeMy NpUOJM3HUTHCS, HO OH YHAJsICs, MOKAa COBCEM IpOmNajl U3 BUJY.
JleBymika mobdexana, HO Oexarh ObLIO TsKesao. Melan mecoK, KOTOPbIid MPUTOPIITHAME Opocall B
mmno Betep. CTena ynasia, ¥ BeTep CTajl HachllaTh HaJl HEIO TIeCUaHblil MOTHJTBHBIN KypraH.

Crena mpocHy/1ack. 3a OKHOM cBeTasio. CeroqHs OyeT BBITYCKHOM OaJl, POIaHue CO KO-
nou u pasroBop ¢ Kupuuiom. Cresuia ¢ yauBlieHMEM MOYyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO roToBa K HeMy. Eé nepe-
TOJIHSITA PEIIMMOCTh U YBEPEHHOCTb.
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Cresuta noctasa U3 BBIABHKHOTO SIIIIMKA CTONIA IOPTPET AMeHa.

— Payiu Te04. .. — mpoirenTtana oHa.

B xomHaty 3armisHysa Mama.

— INopa codupatbes, noporas. Jlapuca ®IET TeOs] BHU3Y JIeNaTh PUIECKY, — BeCeso 3a3BeHea
OHa. — A ThI Yero Hoc noBecusa? DTO PaJOCTHBIN JIEHb.

Cresuta KMBHYJIA ¥ TIOKOPHO TOILIA BHU3.

PanoctHbiil 1eHb, TOUHEe Beuep, Havajcs KpacuBO M HECKONbKO MacdocHO. BBIMyCKHUKOB
TIO3PABJISITH, BPYyUYaITH aTTECTAThl, POAUTEH YKPAJAKOW BHITUPAIH c€3bl. CTea A0k Jajlach OKOH-
YaHUs TOPKECTBEHHOW YaCTU U, KOTJA pacTpOraHHbIe POIUTENN OTIPABUIMCH MUTH MIAMIIAHCKOE U
JENMUTHCS HEKHBIMHU IIKOJIBHBIMU BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU, pelIniia oThickaTh Kupuiia, 4roObl oroBo-
puth ¢ HUM. [lonro uckate He npuiuioch, Kuput cam nmomkugan e€ Bosne KIyMmObl ¢ po3amu. OH
CHZEN Ha KOPTOYKAaX, MPOBOXKasl B3MJISIIOM BCEX BXOASIIMX U BBHIXOISIIMX M3 TAHIIEBAIBLHOTO 3aJa.
Korga Crenna noponuia, Kupuin mogusuicss v ¢ ynsiokoi nmpotsiHysn Cresuie MajeHbKYIO KETYIO
po3y.

— Cramn? — Crenyia KMBHY/IA Ha KITymOy.

Kupuiut noxai rieqamu.

— ThI ceronHsi yIMBUTENIBHO KPAaCcHBa. .. — CKa3aJl OH.

— Tw1 Toxe, — oTBeTMIa CTesuia COBEPIIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

Kupusn e Hazien TpaguiMoHHbIA KOCTIOM C TaJICTYKOM, Kak OOJBIIMHCTBO pedsAT. OH BbIMIS-
e Kak KMHOAPTHCT, B aTJIACHOW Oesioi pyOallike M 3aMbIC/IOBAThIX Y3KuX Opiokax. Ero Hapsa, Kak
HEeJIb34 JIydilie, TOMYEPKUBAJ U3SIIIHYIO M CTATHYIO €ro purypy.

— Tet yxe yxonuib? — oH 3amisHyi Cremne B miuo. — He xodemns ocrarbes, €€ BCs HOUb
Briepenu?’... byner Beceno. Beé-taku, mocneaHuii pa3 BMecTe.

Creiia noxasna rie4amu.

— $1 Tak 1 He mpWKMIIAch B BalleM kiacce. Jlymato, 0600 MHe 3/1ech IJIaKaTh HUKTO He OyzerT. . .

— VBepenna? — Kupwin octopoxHo B3sut Ctesuty 3a pyky. — JleTka, 3Haelb, y Hac ¢ ToOou
KaK-TO IJTyTo Bc€ pasnaaniock. CHavama B Jiecy, a TOTOM 3TOT TBOW rpoMmIa HapucoBascs, Mapk. ..
41 He xoTen Obl, YTOOBI MBI BOT TaK U PACCTAJIHCH. . .

Cresuta HaOpaa MOHYIO TPyIb BO3AyXa.

— A s 1 He X04y ¢ TOOOH paccTaBarhcs... — MPOOOPMOTAJIAa OHA €/1Ba CIIBIIITHO.

Ho Kupuin yenbiman.

— Yto? Yto THI cKa3zana? — OPOBH ero MoJie3/ i BBEPX OT YAUBJICHUS.

Crenna 3akycuia ryoy.

— Ioitném. Iporynsemcs. ..

Omna nonuia Bnepén, Kupuut nocienosan 3a Heil.

Cresuta nmojonuia K ero MalivmHe, OTKpba IBEpIly M cella Ha CHJICHbE PSIOM C BOIUTENIEM.
Kupui cen 3a pysnb. OH HUA 0 YE€M He CIipallBall, 3aBET MOTOP, M MallliHa TPoHYIachk ¢ mecta. OHU
JieTenu 1o BedepHuM ynuuam. Cressia cMOTpesia Ha MeJIbKaloIlie 3a OKHOM OTHU M HE 3HaJjia, C Yero
Hayarh, 4YTO TOBOPUTH. KUPHUIUT HE TOPONIHII, OH MYAJICS ¢ OEIIEHOH CKOPOCTHIO, TIIsIIs MPSIMO TIeper
coboii. ['opos 3aKOHYMIICS, OHU BBUIETENM HA MPOCENOK M MOHECIUCh MEXy MONsIMA B HUKYA, B
TEMHOTY.

Cremuta Kycana ryosl. Kak xe el xotesnoch, YToObl OHM ceifuac pa3OMIMCh Ha TOW AyparKoi
MaIlMHe, ¥ 3TO MONOKUIIO0 Obl KOHEI] BceM e€ MyueHHsM. CTelia CTUCHYIA KyJIaKd TaK, YTO HOTTH
BIWINCH B JIAZIOHU.

— Kupwn, Tl HUKOTIa HE TOBOPUJT O TOM, KaK OTHOCHIIIBCS KO MHE. .. — Havauta Cresia.

— B kakom cmsbicie, — Kupuin pacrepsics. — MHe KaxeTcs, 3T0 OYEBUAHO. . .

— Her, o1 He noHsu1, — Ctesute He XBatayio Bo3ayxa. Onsarh Aypalkuii cna3m B ropie. — Thl
KOIZIa-TO CKa3aJl, YTO JJIsl Pa3BUTHsI HAILIMX OTHOLIEHUI HYKHO TOJIbKO MOE JKEJIaHUeE. .. DTO TaK?

Kupuin Tonbko Kpemnye cxkan pyib.
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— Ha, 37O TaK...

Cresuta yTKHY/IACh JIOOM B OOKOBOE CTEKJIO.

— Kupu, Torga, noxanyicra, ;KEHUCh Ha MHE. ..

MarnuHy pe3Ko 3aHecs10, 3aBU3Kaiy TopMo3a. CTelury KMHYIO B OOK, ¥ OHa yIapuiiach IJIEYOM.

— IIpenynpexaats Hago. .. — Mpoeans cKBo3b 3yObl Kupriut. — Mel ke pa3OouThCst MOTIIH. . .

Creina Monyana.

— MHe uro-T0 nocinsimanocs? — Kupuin nopepHyscs kK Held. — Vinu Thl BipaBy 3T0 cka3asia’?

— 4l ckazana... JKenncr Ha MHE, €CJIM XO4Yelllb. . .

Kupumn B3sn Crenty 3a miieun v pa3BepHyi K cebe oM. CBeT B cajlloHe He Topei, ¥ 3TO
ObU10 oueHb Keratu. CTesuia He BUJEsa ero JIMIA, TOJbKO OuepTaHue.

— Thl XOYernb BBHIATH 32 MEHS 3aMyXk? — 3esi€Hble 171a3a Kupmnia noonéckuBany B TEMHOTE,
KaK y KOIIIKH.

— U yem ckopee, Tem Jyuine. .. — Bpinanuia Cresia.

Kupwiin orryctus e€ u OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CUIEHbS.

—TO CTPaHHO Kak-To. .. Thl ke MeHs B yIop He BUjea ABa rojaa, Crea, YTo nepeMeHn10ch?

Creiia noxasna rie4aMu 1 OTBesa B3IIsL:

— Mui 6butn ieTbMu, Kupuiin. Tereps st moB3pociena, U Bc€ crajia BUAETh MO-APyromy.

Kupwiin uponndecky yeMexHysics:

— Ila, Teniephb JOKHO OBITH THI TIOHSLIA, YTO S BHITOIHAS MAPTHsl. EMUHCTBEHHBIN ChIH OOraThIX
ponuteneii. Tem Gonee, Korga TBOM IPOMMIIA CITAHS. ..

Creinna 3agpokaia. Tak e€ el HUKTO He YHMKaJL.

— Ms1 ¢ MapkoMm ObUIH TPOCTO JIPY3bSIMHU. . .

— Jla, KOoHeYHO, TaK s 1 noBepw1. — Kupwn 3acmestics. — M Koraa oH MeHs 9yTh He yOWJI, Th
yli1a ¢ HUM. .. Thl He ocTanack co MHOM, Befib Tak Cresuia?

— C Ttex nop Bc€ n3MeHmn0ch, Kupuu.

— Koneuno. A mMoxer, Tl 6epeMeHHa OT TOr0 I'POMUIIBI, & OH TeOs1 KUHY?

Creia 3aJ0XHYJ1aCh.

— Hy na, Bcé cxomutest, — Bén panbie Kupwt. — Tl pemmmia o ObICTpOMY BBIATH 32 MEHS
3aMyk U TIPUCTPOUTHh MHe ero peOeéHka. Tak Crema?

— Hy, Bcé, xBarur... — gpoxaummu pykamu Crellla HUKaK HE MOIJIA CIIPABUTBCS C 3aMKOM
Ha JIBEpU.

— Her, tak He noinér, — Kupun Haxan 6mokuparop, u Ctesia okazanach B JIOBYIIIKe. — Bropoi
pa3 cBou (hOKYCH B HOYHOM JIECY Thl MHE He OyJelIb JeMOHCTPUPOBATh, 10POTrasl. . .

Cremny muxopaguio. OHa orfymana ce0si pa3JaBJIeHHOW, BTONITAHHOW B I'Psi3b, OIJIEBAHHON
1 0OJTUTON MOMOSIMU OIHOBPEMEHHO. A BeJlb MOyMaTh TOJIbKO, CETOJHS YTPOM OHAa MyUYHJIach TeM,
Y10 OECUYECTHO MocTynaeT ¢ Kupuiiom, Mcnosb3yeT ero 4yBCTBa B KOPBICTHBIX IIEJISIX.

— Ocrtbinb, Crema, — ronoc Kupwina 3Byuyan riyxo. — f He qypak ¥ MOHUMAIO, YTO HE BCE
Tak nipocto. Ho st He Oyay B aTOM Komatbesi. Thl cnipammmBaeiiib, moomo u s Teds. S He 3Haio, HO
YTO XO4y — 3TO (pakT. f Xouy Teds Tak JABHO M CHIIBHO, YTO Y MEHs JaXke KphIllla Ha TOW MOYBE
exarb Hauana. [Toatomy, s xeHtoch Ha TeOe, Ctenna. Beab, HACKONBKO 51 MOHMMAIO, OBJIA/IETh TAKOW
JEBYIIKOW, KaK Thl MOKHO TOJIBKO TIOCJIE ILITAMIIA B Macropre?

Cresuta monmvana. Kupun o6Hsin e€. OH nomnsiTasics rnouenoBars, Ho Ctesia HEeBOIBHO OTCTpa-
Huiack. Kupuiu B3suics 3a pyib. B3pesen MoTop, 1 MalliMHa MoHecach 1o I0pore B ropo/.

Ha cnenyromee yrpo Kupwin siBusicst oueHb paHo. Ctesia COHHasl, C IPUITYXIIIAM OT HOYHBIX
PbLIAHUI JIMIIOM, B XaJlaTe MeJIEHHO CIO3aJia 10 JIECTHULIE B HAIIPaBJIEHUU KyXHU. B 1BEph o3Bo-
HWIM. Mama OTKpbUIa — Ha ropore cTosi Kupuiit ¢ iBymMs «<BeHHKaMu» B pykax. K mBeram npuia-
rajach OyThUIKA IIIAMITAHCKOTO M POCKOIITHAsI KOpOOKa KoHdeT.

— Yro 3a mpa3HUK? — Mama pacTepsiHHO MornpasJisijia Boiockl. — Tel yero, Kupioma?
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— Crenna Bam He cka3ana? — Kupwun 6pocut 6eribiid B3y Ha Cremny. OHa Tak U ocTasiach
CTOAITh Ha JIECTHUIIE. — MBI BUE€pa PEIIIN OKEHUTHCS. . .

— Yto? — B3BM3rHY/Ia MaMa. — O, 6oxe, Ctesuia, 310 npaBaa?

Cresta cTucHyna 3yOsl.

— Jla, Mama, 3TO npaBja.

— [Mostomy, s1 cerogHsi opUIMAIBHO XOUy MPOCUTh PYKH Ballled JouepH, — 0OBOPOKUTETLHO
yneionyscss Kupun.

— Kuproma... O#, s B ce0s mpuidTH HE MOTY, — MamMa XBaTajlach 3a cepjlle. — DTO MPOCTO
HEBEPOSITHO. . .

— Tak BbI coracHb?

— Hy, koneuHo, koHe4HO, — Mama Opocuiack oOHMMaTh Kupuia. — Cteniouka, Jovka, 4To
TBI TaM crouls? Vou crona.

Creyula MeIUIeHHO TIONONLIA M cejla Ha AuBaH. Mama mobexana Ha KyxXHIO 3a (ykepamu.
Kupusn momeén crnenom, 4toObl MOCTaBUTh IIBETHI B BOAY.

Creina cuzena ¢ OTpeleHHbIM JMLOoM. Bee uyBcTBa B Hell CII0BHO YMEpIHU... Y HEE Halpoyb
TMPOIIAJIO OIIyIleHUe peasibHOCTH. BCE, uTo mpoucxoauso, kazanock el cHoM. boii ¢ komkamu, Mapk
¢ cobaubeld TOJIOBOM U MONETHI HAJl TOPOIOM ¢ AMEHOM — 3TO ObUIO B peaibHOCTH. A BOT Kupwin,
OTKpPBIBAIOIINN KOPOOKY ¢ KOH(eTaMu, U paJocTHasi Mama C (pykepaMu — 3TO ObLIO HACTOJIBKO
abcypaHo, uto Cresuia pemmia — 3T0 COH. A €ClM 3TO el CHUTCS, TO Yero HepBHUYATh U UCTEPUTD.
HyxHo mpocnaTh 3TOT COH JI0 KOHIIA.

... XJIOMHYJO IMAaMITaHCKOE, TTPOOeTraloii MUMO AHIPEH 3armxail B poT KOH(DeTy U yMmJascs
Ha ymuiy. Mama npousHOCWIA JUIMHHBIA M BUTHEBATHI TocT. Kupumn Bc€ Bpemst ynmbidanics, a
Cresta, mouemy-To, BCIIOMHIIIA, KaK BYepa OH pa3roBapuBall C HEll B MalllMHe. . .

— Cremtouka, 6epu (pyxep, — 3BeHeNla Mama.

¥V Crenusl 3a0051ea rojioBa, OHa HEBOJIBHO MPUKPBLIA YIIIM — MAMHH TOJIOC TIEPEHIEN yke Ha
YJIBTPa3BYK.

— Tl uTO, HE MpocHyIach emE?

Creinna nopHsiia y)ep 1, HA Ha KOTo He IS4, clesiajla HECKOJIBKO ITIOTKOB.

Kupuur cpasy 3atoponuics.

— 51 Ha MUHYTKY 3a6exan. Mou poauTe M MPUIJIANIAIOT BaC CETOIHS B PECTOPaH, YTOObI MOT0-
BOpUTH O HameMm Oynaymem. Hy u mosHakomuthest moosmike. [larmuH BopuTens 3aezieT 3a BaMU B
1IeCTh, XOPOIIO?

Mama 4to-TO roBopuiia U ropopuiia 6e3 ocraHoBkr. CTesuia yxe cOBceM He pa3Oupasia CJioB,
MIPOCTO KaKOK-TO CIUIOLIHOM MOTOK.

Kupuiut nogasncs.

— Jlo Beuepa, modumast, — oH noriesioBan CTesuty B Ky U YITIEN.

Mawma 3akpbljia 3a HUIM JIBepb U BepHyJ1ach K Cressie. OHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi CMOTpeJia Ha JJ04b,
[IOTOM TOJIOLUIA U CeJla PAIOM.

— Cremna, 4TO MPOUCXOIUT?

— B cmpicne?... — Crenuia cmotpena B 1ojl. — Bc€ HopMasibHO. .. Thl ke 3TOro xorena. ..

— Crena, — MaMa MoBepHYyJia e€ JMIIo K ceOe 1 mocMoTpera B r1asa. — [la, Kupusut mue Beeria
HpaBWICs — 3T0 npaBaa. Ho oH HUKoraa He HpaBuyics Tebe — 3TO s TOke 3Ha. YTO 3TO 3a CKOpoe
3aMyxecTtBo? 3auem?

Creiia nocMoTpena Matepy B IJia3a.

— A 4ro He Tak?

— Houka, 310 u3-3a Mapka, ga? Thl HUUero He pacckasbiBajia. Ho oH ucues tak BHe3anHo. OH
Opocut Te0s1? Thl emMy Ha3Jo 3TOT Opak 3aTesiia’?

— Mama, Mapk TyT HE IpUYEM. . .

— Torma uro?
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Crena xoTtena yiuTd, HO MaMa ckajia e€ pyKy ¥ CHJION ycaauia oOpaTHoO.

— Crena, 51 e 3HaI0, 9TO Thl He MoOuIbs Kupuina.

— Ila, ve moomo, — Crea 3akycuia ryoy. — Hy u uto? — OHa nmoBepHyJiack k Matepu. Ho mue
HY’KHO BBIMTH 32 HEro 3amyx, Mama. [Ipocto HyHO.

Mawma me[IeHHO NOHSJIach, OHA NIpUXkajla pyKy K Ipyau.

— Crema, Tel OepeMeHHa? — ejBa CIIBIITHO MPOMOJIBIIIA OHA. — Thl OepeMeHHa oT Mapka?

Cresna Bekurena.

— Jla, 4To *e Bbl BCE OIHO U TO ke HeceTe? — CTesula BCKOUMIIa U HallpaBUIIach K JieCTHULIE. — 51
He OepeMeHHa! — OHa TIOBEpHYJIach M THEBHO IMOCMOTpesia Ha MaTh — §1 He 6epeMeHHa Hu oT Mapka,
Hu ot Kupwina, Hu oT Koro BooOinie, sICHO?

Ona B30€ekaJa 1o JeCTHUIIE ¥ IPOXHYJIA JBEPbIO CBOEH KOMHATHl. MaMa B M3HEMOKEHHUH OITy-
CTWJIACh HA IMBaH, BbIJIMJIA OCTATKH LIAMITAHCKOTO B (DyKep U BBIIUIIA 3aJITIOM.

Ot yxuHa ¢ cembéii Kupmiina otkazatbest 66110 HeBO3MOKHO. [Toatomy CTesuia v MbITaThCs He
crana. OHa IOKOPHO HaJiesla BYepalllHee CUHEe IUIaThe, TI03BOJIMJIA MaTepU CAENaTh € MPUYECKY U
MAaKHsIK U, 1aKe He B3MISTHYB Ha ceOs B 3epKaJlo, HAIpaBuiach K MarHe. Mamy ke, Hao00poT, BCE
npuBoAniIo Boctopr. OHa coOMpasnach J0JIrO U OCHOBATENIBHO, CJIOBHO 3TO €€ 3BAJIM 3aMYX, U BCIO
JOpOry A0 pecTopaHa IIenTaja Ha yXO HaJyBIIeMycsi AHIpelo IpaBujia OBEJEHUS.

Ponurenu Kupwina Berpetunu ux ovens Terio. Mama, Haranbs MuxaiinoBHa, roiesoBaja
Cremty. A namna, Bopuc [erpoBuu, HEJIOBKO Moxan pyky. Ponurtenyt ObUTH yAMBIEHB CTOb HEOXKH-
AaHHOMY peieHuio Kupwiia, Ho, O-BUMMOMY, 3Ta HOBOCTh UX 00paioBasa.

— 41 Bcerna cumrana, 4to mepBasi JIOOOBL caMasi Kpernkasi, — roopuia Mama Kupusia. — Ml
ke ¢ bopeHbKo# Toxe omqHOKIaccHUKU. Tem 6onee, CTeniouka — 3amevaresbHast IeBOYKa.

Ortenr Bcé Bpems rosopui o Kupuiie, 4To OH €JUHCTBEHHBIM ChIH, TaK CKa3aTb, ONOpa U
HaJIeKa, YTO yIuThcss Kupuiun OymeT 3a09HO, Tak Kak OTell cpa3y MpUOOIIaeT ero K ceMeHOMY
Jeny, U yXke depe3 MoJirofa yacth OusHeca nepernér Kupuury.

— IpaBpa, kak ObITh ¢ THCTUTYTOM 17151 CTesutouku? Buaumo, Toxke mpuaeTes UATH Ha «3a09-
HOE»...

JIuio CTesbiHOM MaMbl BCIIBIXHYJIO, OHA METHYJIa THEBHBIN B3IJISI/ HA JJOYb.

— Cresuia pemmia B 3TOM rojly He MOCTyMaTh. ..

— Hy u cnaBHO, — HeoxkuaaHHO 3asB11 bopuc [leTpoBud. — Bel HarfpacHO OropyaeTech 1o ITOMy
nosoxy. Benp Kupuiy npunércst yexats 3a rpanuity. Mel paciupsieM OU3HeC, ¥ OH BHIHYKIEH eXaTh
CO MHOH. ..

— A kypa? — pacrepsuiack Mama CTelubl.

— B Erumner...

Ho storo momenTa Cresuia Majo, 4TO MOHMMAaJA U3 TOro, YTO ciblaina. OHa OECCMBICIEHHO
ynbiOaiachk, KuBasia rojoBoid. Ho mocnennss ¢gppasza BerpsixHyia e€. CTelna cJI0BHO MPoOyanIach OTo
CHa.

— Kyna nyxHo exatb Kupusuty? — MeiJIeHHO Cripocuyia OHa.

l'osoc e€ mpo3Byyan Tak TPeBOKHO, YTO poauTesii Kupuia pacueHum 310 no-CBOEMY.

— Tol 3ps Tak nepexuBaelb, muias, — Hatanbs MuxaiioBHa nornaguia e€ nopyke. — OH
yeleT HeHa101ro. BHauane. A fanbinie MOXHO OyIeT pelarh, €y Thl He 3aX0uelllb eXaTh B A(QpHKY,
s Te0s1 oMMy, TaM Takoi kiaumart... Kupwmin Oyner nHoraa e3nuthb tyaa... He gacro... Tak Benp,
Bops? — Ona B3mIsiHy/Ia HA MYy>Ka, WA TOAJIEPKKU.

— MsI coOCTBEHHO 00 3TOM M XOTEM MOrOBOPUThH, — KUBHYJ OTell. — Jlefa BBIHYRKJAl0T Hac
yepes JBa JHs ye3xaTb.  mpodynem mMbl Tam, Kak MUHUMYM, Mecsill. [laBaiite onpenennMcs ¢ aaToit
cBagbObl. MBI IOTYMaJIH, YTO 3TO COOBITHE OYIET YKe MOC/e HAIero Mpues3sia, 3HauuT. ..

— Her! — Crenna gaxe npunoassiiack. HaBepHoe, OHa cka3aja 3T0 CIMIIKOM I'POMKO, TOTOMY
YTO Ha HEe€ CTAJIM OIVISABIBATHCS JIIOAU 32 COCETHUMU cTonmKamu. — Her. § e xody, utoosl Kupuiin
OCTAaBJISIJT MEHs TaK HAJOJIO.
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Mawma B u3yMJIeHUH yCcTaBUJIach Ha 10uKy. Pogurenu Kupusia neperisanynucs.

— Ho mecsi11 Ha oAroToBKY CBabObI — 9TO Xke HEe TaK MHOTO, IOPOTrasi. .. — paCTePSIHHO CKa3aa
Haranbs MuxaitioBHa.

— Mbl He XoTHM ycTpauBaTh cBaabOy, — Creiua ymonsiome cMmotpesna Ha Kupwina. — Mt
XOTEJIM MPOCTO pacnucaThbesl, U BCE, BE/lb TaK?

— Jla, koHeuHO, — Kupuiu1 ¢ TpyaoM NOAABAJ MPOHUYECKYIO YCMEIIKY. — MBI Tak pemiy,
Mama.

Hatanbs MuxaiisioBHa BCILJIECHY/IA pYKaMH.

— Jla BBl 4TO? — OHa OECIIOMOIIIHO TOCMOTpEa Ha My ka, motoM Ha Mmamy Cresutsl. — Kuprorma
y HAC €AMHCTBEHHBIN CbIH, Mbl XOTEJIM YCTPOUThH YTO-TO COBEPLIEHHO T'PaHMO3HOE, a Bbl — PACIIH-
carbcsl. ..

Creta Hanuia Ha crosie pyky Kupuina u crucHyna e€.

— MBI IpOCTO HE XOTUM PacCTaBaThCs.

Kupwin nocmorpen va Cresuty JOITMM U MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Koneuno. I cuutaio, Ctesia 1omKHa noexath co MHOM. MBI pacniuiiiemcsi, U BCE. ..

— Pacriucarbest neno HexuTpoe, — oTell B 3alyMIMBOCTH TepeOu caieTky. — [ltammsl B mac-
TIOPT S U CETOJIHSI MOTY BaM IOCTABUTbh, €CJIU JIEJIO CHEILIHOE. ..

OH BonpocutebHO yeraBwicsi Ha Kupwina. Tor oTBén rasa.

— A TOpKECTBEHHYIO 4acTb, MOXeT, niepeHecéM B Eruner? — Haranbs MuxaiiioBHa OKUBH-
nack. — bopsi, Tel Kak? — oOpaTuiIack oHa K MyXKy. — DTO ke OyleT 3aMeuaresibHO, TaKast 9K30THKA —
naybMbl, Bepomonpl. .. A, Cremnouka? Tel ke He Obuta B Erurnre?

Creiia nokayasa rojioBoil.

— Bor u 3ameuarenbHo! — OHa npsIMO MOANPBITMBajia HAa MECTe OT BocTopra. — Mbl noeaem
BCE BMecTe, aa’?

Mawma Cresibl B3JOXHYJIA:

— 4, K coxasieHu10, He CMOTY, He riepeHoiny nepenetoB. Ho 31o He BaxHO. Bbl nnpuBe3éTe mHe
BUEO U (potorpacum. ..

— A s noeny! — BriepBble 3a BCE BpeMsl MofaJl rojioc AHIpeN.

Mawma gepHyna ero 3a pyky.

— Koneuno, — Bopuc IlerpoBny yneidascs. — Koneuno, Tol moenenib. JJomkeH ke Ha mpasiHo-
BaHWU MPHUCYTCTBOBATh XOTh OIMH POJICTBEHHUK CO CTOPOHBI HEBECTHI. . .

My>XK4MHBI TIOILIA KypPHUTh, & MaMbl BECeJI0 00CYXJaIH MPEACTOSIIIEee COObITHE.

Cresuta cMoTpena B TEMHOE CTEKJIO M yibiOanack. Eii craso sierde, Terneps oHa ObUla yBepeHHa
B TOM, 4TO BCE€ 3TO He cimydaiiHo. He 3ps Mapk-AHyOuC 3aTesit 3To 3aMykecTBO. MOXKeT, 3T0, Kak
TOBOPHTCS, TepcT cyabObl. Vi Mapk Bc€ 3HaUT Harniepén, Beb OH OOr, BCE-TaKHU. . .

Ot pazaymuii Cresuty otBiék Kupusut. OH nonommén u o6Hs e€ 3a ieun. Ot Kupwiia naxiio
XOPOIIMM OJIEKOJIOHOM U JOPOTMMU CUTAPETAMHU.

— Ioiném, noraniyem. ...

Cresna monua Berasta. Kupuiut BeiBes e€ Ha cpeinHy HOJIyTEMHOTO 3aj1a. 3Byvala HerpoMKast
My3bIKa — YTO-TO JIKa30BO€, ME/JICHHO-TOCKJIMBOE, BHIBOPAUMBAIOILIEE AYIY. XPHUIUIBIA MYKCKOW
ToJI0C TeJ O JIIOOBH.

I'maza Kupwia 61ectenu n3-3a BBHITUTOTO BUHA, U BECh OH ObLIT pa3BS3HO-3JIETaHTHBIN, C pac-
CTETHYTBIM BOPOTOM PYyOaIlIKi 1 CBOOOIHO OosTaiommcs ranctykoMm. OH kpenko npyxan Cresry
K cebe 3a TaJmio, JPyror pyKoH JIETKO nepexBaruil e€ pyKy 3a Kuctb. Kupwin ymen tanneBats. OH
IJIAaBHO BEJ MAPTHEPILLY, & caM CJIOBHO CKOJIBb3UJI 10 Nos1y. Kupuiut He nipeBpaiiian MeJIeHHbI TaHell
B 00pbOy, Kak apyrue napuu. Y npu atom Cresuta Bc€ BpeMsl OIIyIaia ero JAbIXaHue BO3Je CBOETO
yxa. Tenepb ero ry0bl Kacanuch e€ 1men, OH MeAJIeHHO oqHuMasicsi BBepX. Cresuia CTHCHY A 3yObl.
Korzaa oH kocHyJicst yronka ry0, oHa B3IporHy/a, u Kupwt ato 3ametust. OH OTCTpaHUIICS U TeTieph
C MHTEpecoM HaOJI0/1a 32 IEBYIIIKOM.

50



O. C. YeproBa. «besymusiii Erumner»

— Tel ynuButensHas aeBymika, Cremna. Tel 11 MeHs1 Bcera ObUta 3araakoit. — OH crienan
MUPY3T U MOKPYKUI e€. — Buepa Tl opa3uiia MEHs1 CBOMM IPEJIOKEHUEM U, TTPU3HAIOCH, ITPOIOI-
’aelllb nopaxarb 1 gansiue. CekyHay Ha3aj Thl XBaTajlach 3a MOIO PYKY M yMoJIsla HE pa3iyyarb
Hac, a ceivyac B3IparvBaelllb OT MOEro MpUKOCHOBeHUs. S HenpusiteH Tede? Wnm, MoOXer, nenaio
YTO-TO HE Tak?

CreJsute MpUIIOCh COOPATh BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO, YTOOBI OTKPHITO TOCMOTpeTh Kupuiuty B riasa.

— Thl ouens kpacus, Kupwii. f 310 BUXy, ¥ Tl He poTUBeH MHE. [IpocTo 10 cBOMX BOoceM-
HaJLaTy JIET s Jake He LieoBajlach HU C KeM, He roBops yxke o gpyroMm. M ajis MeHs 3To He Tak
IIPOCTO, MOBEPb. ..

Kupwiin coMmkHy o0e pyku y He€ Ha TaJluu.

— 3aBTpa OTell IOCTABUT LITAMIIbI HAM B MACIIOPTa U 3alMETCS 0(POPMJIEHUEM JOKYMEHTOB Ha
BbIe3/1 Tebe 1 TBoeMy Opary. [losTomy, ouimaabHO ¢ 3aBTpAITHEro AHs Thl MOsi jkeHa. — CTena
OTKpbLIa, ObUT0, poT, HO Kupriut npmxait e k rydam nasen, — Tuie. .. [Tomomuu. 1 Bc€ monumaro:
coopsl, cyeta... 1 momoxnay no Erunra. D10 Tpm aHs, noporas. Kcratu, — on ormycrun Cremy,
3aCyHyJ1 PyKy B KapMaH U JIOCTaJI KpacHbIN OapXaTHbIN (DyTISPUYMK B BHE cepaedka. M3 Hero oH
BBIHYJI KOJIbLIO ¥ ofien1 Cresuie Ha nasell. — C 31oil MuHyThl, CTesuia, Thl (PAKTUYECKU MOS. . .

— Hesecra... — npomenTana Cremia.
—Yro?
— 41 roBopio — HeBecTa... — Cteuia BeicBoOOnMIa pyKy. — Tobko HeBecTa. . .

Kupwin noxan nineyamu u npocienoa 3a CTeion K poguTesm.

...JABa aHs mponetenu HezaMeTHO. K Beuepy Broporo qHst HapucoBasicss Kupusut. OH npunéc
Creiie nacnopr.

— Hy BoT, Tenepb Thl MOSI KeHa, — OOBSIBIT OH.

Creie crao HEXOPOILO, CJIOBHO KUCIIOPOJ NepeKpblti. OHa MOKAYHYJIACh U MPHKAJIACh CIIU-
HOM K JIBEPHOMY KOCSIKY.

— Tbl MeHs1 BoWTH He npuriacuiib? — Kupusut Haxas pyKkoi Ha 1Bepb.

— B mome Bcé BBepx qHOM, — CTesuia mputsAHysa aBepb K cede. — Mbl ¢ MaMOii BeIli COOMpPaeM.

— Ho Benp ceituac Mmambl joMa HeT U AHApes Toxe, — Kupwin npuOnm3uics BIUIOTHYIO, HO
pyKamH He KacaJicsl.

Creina CTUCHY/IA pyKaMH IBEPHOW KOCSIK.

— Kupuyui, T ke oOelnalt, — e/iBa CIIBIIIHO ITPOU3HECTIa OHA.

— Cresua, Th MOSI K€Ha 10 3aKOHY. Thl cama MpesIoKuIa MHE )KeHUThCs Ha Tede, He 3a0bu1a? —
oH B3su1 Cresuty 3a Juiio. — TBOE noBeieHre MPOCTO CTPAHHOE — 3TO HEHOPMAaJIbHO. S MMelo TTpaBo
XOTsI OBI TIOLIEJIOBATH TEOA. . .

Cremta ynéprnack eMy pykamu B Tpyab. Kupuut Bapyr ¢ cuioii mpuBiek e€ K cebe u XoTen
nioresioBarh, Ho CTelia yBepHyJiach, U OH yroaui eil rydamu B yxo. OH yOpasl pyKd ¥ MeJJIEHHO
CITYCTHUJICS C KPbUIbIIA.

— Ecmu ato urpa, To ona menst 3aBogut, Cresuia. OueHb 3aBOauT. — OH TSOKENO JAblIal. —
EmeE nemHoro, u st HaOpoIrych Ha Tedst POCTO MOCPEIH YIUIIBL. .. S OUeHb HecIep:KaHHbIA YeI0BeK,
Creina, BO BceX OTHOIICHUSX. .. VIMel 3To B BUAY. ..

Kupwin ymeén. Cresuia BepHysiach B JOM U NOJAHSIACh B CBOI0 KOMHATy. OHa XOTesa CI0KHUTh
BeIIY, HO €l BHE3AITHO B T'OJIOBY MPHIILIA MBIC/b. Tak SIBCTBEHHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO MPOIIIENITa HA yXO.
Mapk ckazai npuHajiekaTh APyroMy My>KUrdHe, U He IITaMII B IACIIOPTE UMeJT OH B BUJ1Y, @ UMEHHO
TO, OT YEro cefyvac Tak yCujieHHO 3amuinaiack Crea.

— Oypnom, — Cresuia 3aKpbuia JIMLIO PyKamH.

[Nepen BHYyTpEeHHIM B30POM BO3HHUKJIO JIUIIO AMeHa — OfieJHOe, ¢ TEMHBIMU I1a3amu. OH CMOT-
pet ¢ 6oIbIo.

— AmeH, — ogauMu ryOamu nipomentana Cremia. — [Tomoru Mue, AMeH.
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AMeH cuzien B nietiepe U HalloJHsUT He()pUTOBbIE COCY/Ibl. 3BE3/1HAS MbLIb CTEKaJIa 10 ero Jiao-
HsM. [onoBa ero, Kak M mpesk/e, Obuta MOKpbITa KamomoHoM. OH Jean cBO€ Aen0 MEeAJIeHHO U
MeToanYHO. H1 0IHOTO HEBEpHOTO JIBUKEHUSI.

V Bxona B nemiepy nosisuiics Tor. OH Monya nofoen Kk AMEHy M HOJIOKWI €My JIaJIOHb Ha
rojioBy. AMEH B3/IpOrHYJI OT €ro IPUKOCHOBEHM 1, HO He oTcTpaHuics. Tor 3akpsul riaza. Hedppuro-
BBl COCY]] B pyKax AMeHa HaKJIOHWJICS, Y 3BE3HAsI bLJIb, TyCTasl, KaK PTYTh, IOTEKJIA K €0 HOTaM.

— XopoIto, 4To TBOMX Mbiciieit He BUuauT CeTx, — ToT yOpas pyKy ¢ ero roJioBbl.

AMEeH MoaXBaTWII COCYH, 3aKyMOPUJI ero M B3sul mycToit. OH mpogoiikan padboTars.

— ThI He X0OueInb rOBOPUTh CO MHOU? — B Tosioce Torta 3Bydarna obuaa. — B TBoelt qyrre 6oib
1 pazouyapoBaHue. Thl 3UIIbCS HA MEHs, HO THI He TpaB. §1 Bcerga odeperait Teds, s moMoran teoe,
S 3aIUInan e€, paau Teos.

AMeH MOAHSAI € 36MJIM HAIIOJTHEHHbIE COCY/IBl M ITOHEC UX K HULIAM.

— Tw1 nenaenib ommoKy, AMeH, — TOT MOBBICKII TosIoC. — S Bceraa ObLT Ha TBOEW CTOPOHE, XOTS
JOJDKEH OBUT COXPAHATh HEUTPAJILHOE OTHOIIIEHUE KO BCEMY.

AMeH MPUHEC MyCThIE COCYBl U CHOBA CTaJl HATIOJHATD UX SHEPruen 3BE3/I.

— Tol Tak 1 He ckakelb MHe HU cioBa? — ToOT ¢ TocKoit cMoTpes Ha AMeHa. — Thl 3psi My4HIITh
ceOs1. Thl HUKOTIA HE CMOXeIlTb ObITh ¢ Hell psgoM. OHa — cMepTHast, €€ KU3Hb — Mpax. ..

AMeH Me/IJIEHHO MOAH S JIULIO.

— DTO MOs KU3Hb — MPax, — TUXO MPOMOJIBWI AMeH. — $1 BeuHblid pad, — OH CXBATUJI JpOXKa-
umwmmu pykamu Tota 3a ogexjay. — Ckaxu, 3a4eM MHE BEYHOCTh, TOT? O, Kak ke 51 3aBUyI0 CMepT-
HbIM. OHU MOTYT B JII0OY10 MUHYTY IIPEKPATUTh CBOE CYIIIECTBOBAHME, a 5. .. §l Jake Ha 9TO HE UMEI0
npasa. ..

— TebGe He HyX)HO OBLIO BCTpedaThcs ¢ 3Tou cMepTHOW. OHa mepeBepHy/ia TBOE CO3HAHUE.
[Mpuny B cebs1, AMeH, CTaHb TAKUM, Kak Tl ObUL. JKMBHU OT 3Be370maga K 3Be370Ma1y, Beb 3TO ke
BEJIMKas y4acTh.

— MHe HU K yeMy BeJnvue.

— Tw1 usHBIBaemb oT 6ommu. $1 310 yBUAEN.

— ta 601k — BCE, UTO €CTh Y MeHs, — C TOPHKOHN yCMEIIKOM cKa3zan AMeH. — OHa HaIOMUHAET
MHE O TOM, UTO { €IlE KUB...

— Ho 310 *)e GeccmbicneHHo! — Bosmytmiicst Tot. — Beccmbicnennbie Myku, AmeH! Uto Tbi
MOJeIIIb el JaTh, eC/IU JIaXe TBOE MPUKOCHOBEHHE yOMBaeT eé.

AMEH CTHCHYJI TOJIOBY PyKaMHU.

— Hy nouemy He e€ mpuKOCHOBeHHe yOuBaeT MeHsi? — mpocToHal oH. — [louemy? f 6wl mipu-
XKaycsl K Her v ymep Obl B €€ 00bsAThsAX. Kakoe ObI 3T0 ObLIO cyacTbe, TOT. ..

ToT nokayasn rojioBoil.

— Tw1 6e3ymen, AmeH. Eciu Ob1 qake He CeTx, TO Kakasi KuU3Hb Morja ObiTh y Bac? Thl, 4TO
e, CorlaceH BEYHO OBITh TEHbIO 3a €€ OKHOM? PaHO WM MO3IHO OHA yCTAaHET OT 3TOro, Bedb OHA
CMEpTHa, ¥ Y He€ HeT B 3amace BeyHOCTH. M oHa HailET cebe yenoBeka, CrocoOHOro OOHMMATh €€,
CIIOCOOHOTO TOJAPUTH €M IETeH. . .

AMeH Bcrall. [1a3a ero ropesnu sipoCTHO.

— 3akpoii cBo# KJoB, Tot, — mpoxpuries oH. — He cmeil MHe 3TO TOBOPUTS. ..

Tot BempsiMuicsi. OH ObUT OCKOPOJIEH.

— He HyxHO Tak co MHO#, AMeH. CeTx MOXeT y3HaTb, UTO ThI TAK U He 00y3/1aJ1 YeJIOBeUEeCKUe
CTPacTH B CBOEH JTyIIIe.

— MHe HarieBaTh, — AMeH He cMoTpesnt Ha Torta. — Yto oH MHe crenaer? YObET? — B ero rojioce
3By4asia UPOHMUS.

ToT HarpaBWIICS K BBIXOMY.

— 4 yxoxy. He npoBoguiub MeHs?

AMeH CTOs1J1, OTBEPHYBILUCH OT HETO K CTEHE.
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Tot B30OXHYJI:

— To1 3ps Heropyenib, AmMeH. $1 He xoTen TeOe rOBOPUTh, HO UYTOOBI Thl HE OOBUHIJI MEHS B
KJIEBETE, PUIETCS, BUAMMO, CKa3aTh... TBOS CMEpPTHAs BhIIILIA 3aMYXK, I10 YEJIOBEYECKUM 3aKOHAM.
W, BO3MOXHO, B 3TOT MUT OHa YK€ IPUHAIEKUT Apyromy. U Thl...

AwmeH He ctan caymark. OH orTonkHY! ToTta 1 BeiOekan Hapy Ky u3 netiepbl. CyXo, ropsiauii
BO3/YX ynapui eMy B jiio. OH 3amep. B ronose ero rpemenu yparaHHble BETPbl 1 MOPCKHE ITPUJIUBBI,
Y CKBO3b 3TOT PEB OH XOTel ycubimars CTesury. DTU JOJITHUe MECSILbl OH OTydas ceOsl CIbIIaTh e€
60J1b, €€ NepeKMBaHus, YTOOBI HE MOJIETETh K HEell 10 IIepBOMY TOPBIBY. A Tenepb OH BBITSHYJICS, KaK
CTpYHa, IIbITAsICh MIOUYBCTBOBATH €€, ycibliuarhk. M oH ycibiman. . .

Hacrynu té€ruteiii 3aragounsiii Beyep B lapm a5b [leiixe. Cresia cuaena B CBETJIOM XOJUie
TOCTHHHUIIBI, TIOXOKEN Ha BOCTOUHBIN JBOpEIl U kAana, moka Kupumt ¢ pogurensiMu 3amomHAT Bce
Oymaru. AHzpeit cuaen psgoM. Beio 1opory oH pe3asicsi B UTpbl HAa MOOWJIBHOM UM He TIPOPOHUII HU
cioBa. Celiuac oH 3aHuUMaiIcs TeM ke. CTeluia ke Haxoquiiach B KakOM-TO ouerneHeHuu. OHa Moi-
yaJia, HO B JyIie OblTa paja, 4To OpaTHUIlKa Mmoexaja BMecTe ¢ Helo.

— AKKyMynSTOp cell, — U3pek AHIpel U cipsATtai TejiepoH B kapmaH. — Ciyiaid, cecTpéHka,
Te0e, paB/ia, TaK HYKHO ObLJIO BHIXOAMTH 3aMYXK 32 3TOr0 Mavo?

Cresuia moBepHysiach K HEMYy.

— B uém neno, Auapeii?

AHjipeil oxai rnjaeyamu.

— Jla HM B 4€M, €CJIM He CUMTAaTh, YTO OH TeOe HUKOrJa He HpaBuics. 51 ke 3Haw... M motom,
Mapk ObUIT KyJa JIydllle WA TOT PhUKHA. . .

— Awnjpeit, xBatut, — nepeduna ero Creuia. — Kupwin — moit myx. M OTHOCHCH K HEMY XOTS
OBl ¢ yBakeHueM. Thl 371eCh, KCTaTH, Oarogapsi emy!

— 51 3neck, keTaTh, paau 1eds1, — COBCEM Kak-TO MO-B3pPOCIOMY CKazal AHIpen.

Cresia npssMO poT OTKPbUIA OT YIUBJICHUS.

— $I noHMMmalo, 4To 3Ta KEHUTHOA HecTipocTa. [la ¥ Tl Ha CYaCTIIMBYIO HEBECTY He Moxoxa. Bot
sl Ml peIIvI IOOBITh PSJOM C TOOOM. . .

Cremna nocMmotpena Ha Opatuinky. OH cujes, HaXOXJIMBIINCh, B Kpecyie, TaKOW eIé COBCEM
MaJIEHbKUH, CO CMEIIHBIM EXMKOM Ha TOJIOBE M TOBOPWJI TaKHE HENPUBBIUHBIC, B3POCIIBIC BEIIH.
Crenna ynslOHYyIach U OOHSITa AHJIpes 3a IIe.

ITonomna Haraness MuxaiinoBHa.

— AHpiolna, 3T0 TBOM KJTI0U. TBOI HOMep psAOM ¢ HaiuMm, Tede noHpasurcs. [Toiném.

AnJpeit MOAHSIICS U pacTepsiHHO oristHysics Ha CTemty.

— Homep Cresutel 1 Kupuina Oyzet Ha 9Tax BbIlle, s TOKaxXy TeOe Ije, MOHAEM.

Omna noaronkHyna AHpesi Bepén, a cama HakJioHuach kK CTesuie U mpollentania ei Ha yXo:

— Kupromma npuroroBui tede Cloprpus — HoMep AJ1s1 MOJIONOXEHOB. TaM CTOJIbKO Bcero — odai-
neerb. Ho 1 Hudero tebe He roBopria, — 100aBUIa OHA BCITyX.

Onu ynumm, u Cresuia ocranach onHa. Kak e eil ceiiuac X0TeI0Ch UCIAPUTHLCS U3 ITOTO 31aHUS
KyZla yronHo. Y He€ pa300J1enach roioBa, i YyBCTBO OOPEYEHHOCTH XOJOTHBIMU TUCKAMH CKAJIO BCE
e€ cymectBo. Creyuia oco3Hasa, 4to OopbOa Oecroie3Ha, HIIero N3MeHUTh OHa He B ciiax. OHa
cama 3aBapuJja 3Ty Kallly, U BCE, YTO el 0CTaJI0Ch, 3TO TIOKOPUTHCS OOCTOATEIHCTBAM U TYTIO TUIBITH
110 TEYEHHIO.

[Tomomen Kupuiw.

— Bcé, dopmasibHOCTH 3akoHYeHbI. Hailiy Bemu yxe OTHeCIu B HoMep. A KyJIbTYpPHYIO MTPO-
rpammy OyzieM 0OyMBIBaTh 3aBTpa Ha CBEXKYIO royioBy. [Toiaém k udrty.

CreJsuta momeiTanach MOAHSITHCS, HO HOTH Y He€ OTKa3bIBAIMCh UATH. B nepByio munyty Cresuie
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO €€ napann3oBayio. OHa B MAHWKE CXBATHJIACH 32 MOAJIOKOTHUK KpecJa.

— Th1, uto? — He moHst Kupusut. — Tei Tak ycrana? Hy, naBaii st TeOst moHecy . . .
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Kupunn nogxsarun Cremty Ha pyku. CTesuia He CONpOTUBIIsUIach, oHa oOHsu1a Kupwa 3a
IIIeI0 U TOJIOKKJIA TOJIOBY eMy Ha Tuiedo. OHU NMOIHSIMCH HA JU(Te, U MBEHIap pacraxHy.l nepen
HUMH J1Bepb HoMepa. Kupwin 3anéc Ctesuty, OHM MHUHOBAJIM TIEPBYI0 KOMHATY Y BOIILIH B CIIAJIBHIO.
3nech Kuput ycaaun e€ Ha KpoBarh.

Howmep Obu1 u npaBaa mmkapusiidi. Ho Cresia atoro He Buaena. Beg€, uto oHa 3ameruna — 310
OrPOMHOE OKHO OT T0JIa /IO MOTOJIKA HANpPOTUB IMIAaHTCKOM KpoBartu. CTeiia BCTajla M MOJOILIa
Omke — 9T0 OBUIO HEe OKHO, a BBIXOJ Ha OakoH. By otciona oTkpeiBasics yauButebHbIA. CTela,
KaK 3aBOPOXEHHAs, CMOTpeJia B TEMHYIO AaJlb.

— Tol ronomHa? — cripocun Kupusut. On nopomén c3aau u o6Hs1 CTesuty 3a TUIeYH.

— Her.

— Ho T8I ke nienbiil JeHs HI4ero He ena. M B caMonére Hu K yeMy He pUTpoHyack. Ctena, —
Kupusn pa3zsepHyn eé€ k cebe miom. — Thl Tak mepexuBaeiib n3-3a MepBoil OpayHoi HOUM ?

Kposb kunysace Cresuie B 0. Kupuii 31o 3aMeTrit u yabIOHyJICS.

— Jletka, cxomu B aynl. JlaBail BBIIIbEM IMAMITAHCKOTO, Thl pacciaaOWIbesi, U BeE OynaeT B
TOpsIIKE.

Cresuta MoJTua KMBHYJIA M HAITpaBUJIach B BaHHYO. KMpHIUT 03a1a4eHHO MOCMOTpe e BCIe.
B Bannoit Cresuty skian ClOpnpu3 — KOpOOKa C POCKOIIHBIM HIEIKOBBIM TEHBI0OAPOM. DTO Mama
Kupuina nocrapanack, nmoceimnaa JenecTkaMu po3 U OCTaBHJIA 3aITUCKY.

Cresuta BbITepIiach Mocje AyIlia MSTKAM TOJOTEHIIEM M C TOPeublo MOAyMasa, YTO B TAKOM
Hapsjie el XOoTeJaoch Obl MOKa3aThesi KOMY-To apyromy. Ho, yBbl... [IpexHue OyHTapCKue MBICIH
BCKOJIBIXHY/MCH B CTesuie, 1 OHa XOTesa OETh CBOIO TPUKOTAXHYIO, CTAPYIO MMKAMKY, HO 9TO OBICTPO
npomnuio. CTeia BCIOMHIIA, YTO PEeLIIa TUIBITh [0 TEYEHHIO, 3HAYUT, TaK TOMY U ObiTh. OHa ofena
neHbioap. Eil ouenpb mén y€pHbIii 1BeT ¢ 30m0ToM. [leHbloap ObLT crerka jmuHHOBar. Ctensa Bce
BpeMsI HACTyMajia Ha Moo, HO B 3TOM ObLIO 0c000€ OUapOBaHUE.

Korzaa oHa BbIIIIa M3 BaHHOW KOMHATBI, TIPUITOAHSB HIETKOBBIN TOJ0J, YTOOB! HE OCTYITUThLCS,
Kupusn Berast. OH MOT HUUYEro He TOBOpUTh. Barsa, kotopsiM oH okuHYA CTety, OblT KpacHOpe-
YKBee CJIOB:

— Tl cHOrcMOaTeNpHa. . .

OH npoTsHya eil pyky, u Ctesuia cesia psjioM C HUM Ha Kpail KpoBatu. B komHare napu nosy-
MpakK, 10 TIEpUMETPY Ha TOJTy TOPEeJv CBEYHM C JIETKMM apoOMaToOM CaHAaJloBOro JepeBa. M3 HUOT-
Ky/la BO3HHMKJIA MY3bIKa, eaBa yaoumas. Kupwin nporsaayn Cremuie 6okan mammanckoro. Crena
BBINIAJIA €10 3a/1roM. Kupriut MeyieHHO paccTernyit u cHsil pyoamky. OH caenan 310 HeOpexHo, U,
B TOXE BpeMsl, HECKOJIbKO apTUCTUYHO, SIBHO JKeJasl TPOu3BecTH BrieuamieHue. [IpaBay ckaszarb, He
3ps1, moXBacTaThest ObUTO YeM. OH npuaBuHyIcs K Crene Omke.

Crenna cxBaTiiia OyThUIKY U HaJIWIA ceOe BTOpoi Ookas. Pyku e€ He ciymaiuck, ¥ OHa Mpo-
JIUJIa TIOJIOBUHY HA CTOJIHK.

— Paccna6best, — npomtenTan Kupus.

CreJuta BbIITUIIa BTOPOH OOKaJI, HO XMeJisI B ToJIoBe He Obuto. Koria oHa moTsiHyI1ach 3a TpEeTbUM,
Kupwin nepexsarui e€ pyky.

— Cremnna xBatut. TeOe MI0X0 CTaHeT.

Ho Crenna xotena, 4ToObl €i CTAJIO TJIOXO, TOYHEE IJIOXO el yke ObLIO, M XyXke, Ka3aaoch,
Hekyaa. Kupus npuaBuHyscs coBcem 0113Kk0. OH OCTOPOKHO TOIesIoBal e€ tieu, meio. .. Crese
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA yMHpaeT. VM OTTONKHYTh €ro yxe ObUI0O HEBO3MOXHO, OH MMeJ Ha 3TO IMpPaBo.
Crenna 3axxmypriiack. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK APOXKaT pyku Kupwiiia, Kak TSKeNIo OH JBIIIUT, 00KH-
rasi CBOMM JbIXaHUEM €€ KOXKY.

Cresuta B3aparuBajga OT ero NpuKOCHOBeHUH, KMpuiut 310 4yBCTBOBAJI, HO COEPKHUBATH ceOsI
yXxe He Mor. JKesaHue 3aXJIECTHYJIO €ro.

— He 6oiics1, — mporerntai oH eil B camoe yxo. — 51 Oyimy octopoxeH. .. $1 ce0s1 KOHTPOJIHPYIO. . .
51 ymero ObITh HeKHBIM.
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Bepe:xHo nopnep:xusas Cremty oz rojoy, Kupusu ynoxu e€ Ha nogymku. Ctesuia oTKpbuia
rasa. Ero kpacuBoe nuiio OblI0 coBCeM OJM3KO, €ro PyKH CKOJIB3WIIH 1o e€ Teny... Crenna 4yB-
CTBOBAJIA, KAK B HEW YTO-TO HA3pEBAET, YTO-TO CTPAIIHOE, eIlE€ CEKyHAa U OHA B3OPBETCS, 3a0pET,
Kak HeHOpMaJibHasi, U BBIOpOCUTCS M3 OKHa. .. ['yOb1 Kupniuia yxe KocHyuch e€ 1yo0. ..

A naspine BCE MPOMCXOAMIIO PbIBKAMU: CHJIBHBIN ynap, 3BOH pa3outoro crekia. Kupusia
CJIOBHO BETPOM cJ1yJ1o ¢ KpoBaTu. CTesnsia BUjesa, Kak OH IEPEBEPHYJICS B BO3/1yXE, YIApUJICs O CTEHY
U cbexall o Hel Ha KoBep. Crelta cena — nepes Heit crost AMeH. OH He cKa3all HU CJIOBa, MOJXBa-
i1 CTelTy Ha pyKH |, IIArHyB Yepe3 BRIOUTYIO IBEph Ha OAJIKOH, YHEC e€ K 3BE3AHOMY HeOy.

AMeH nietes1 Tak OBICTPO, UTO KAPKUN BETEp IMyCThIHU CTAJT Ka3aThCs JieqssHbIM. CTela coBceM
nponporia. OHa nelTajlack 3arOBOPUTH C HAM, HO OH He oTBeual. CTesia He IOHMMaJa, Ky[a OH eé
HECET, JIMLO €r0, KaK U paHbllie, 3aKpbiBaj KamolloH. Creia nogyMana, a 4ro eci 3To He AMeH,
a KTo-10 gpyrou? Eil crano crpaiiiHo.

AwmeH criyctuiics Ha 3emunio. OH otiyctuit Creluty Tak pe3ko, YTO OHA yrajia, a caM OTOLIEN OT
He€ u oTBepHyJIcs. Crena nogHsiack. OHM HAXOAWIIMCh B 3€JIEHOM Oa3MCe, PsIOM IIPOTEKasa peKa.
Cresuta MeIeHHO MTpUOIM3UIach K AMEHy.

— AMeH... AMeH, 3TO ke ThI?

— A TbI, BEpOSITHO, K/1aJ1a KOTO-TO IPYyroro? — ckasaj OH, He 000pavurBasiCh.

— B uém geno... [ He moHnmar. .. — pacrepsiiacy Crela.

— B uém geno? — BockmkHY oH. — Be€ ouenb npocto! — AMeH pe3ko rnoepHysics k Cresuie. —
MeHs1 He ObLJIO PsIZIOM MEHBIIIE TO/a, a THI YK€ BHIXOIUIIb 3aMYX. . .

— Tak, Tak, Tak. Yro-To 1 He noHswIa, — Cresuia crana BBIXOAUTh U3 3aTOPMOKEHHOI'O COCTOSI-
HUs. — Tol... Tel... YTO THI 3TUM XOUelIb CKa3aTh?

— TonbKo TO, YTO S HE CMIIKOM MHOTO 3Hauy /Il TeOs ... — 3asBUJI AMEH.

— Yto? Yto TH cKazan? — Cresia mMpocTo 3axjaeOHy/ack. — Thl OPOCHI MEHs U cKas3all, 4To
HUKor1a Oosbiiie He BepHEIIbesi! Thl OpocKT MeHsI OIHY B CMEPTEJIbHOM OMAacHOCTH, 0e3 HaJek Il Ha
YTO-71100, a TeNephb Thl CMEEIlb MEHS YIPEeKaTh B TOM, UTO 51 yCTPaUBaIO CBOIO JKU3Hb?!

— Ho T8I e He moouis ero! — 3aopan AmeH. — {1 ke 4yBcTBYyI0. TBOIO 00JIb ¥ TBOE OTUASTHUE.
4 mo HuM Te6s u otbickai. M uto s Brky? BepimHy smiiemepust — mpesupas ero, Thl... Thl TOTOBa
ObL1a OTAATHCS EMY. .. — AMEH MPOLIEANII CKBO3b 3yObl. — OH Kacaiicsi Te0s1 pyKaMmu. ..

— Ha! — 3akpuyana Cresna. — Jla, oH MeHs Kacajicsl, TOTOMY, UTO He CTPYCHJI, Kak HEKOTOopbie!

AMeH noreres1 K Hef U cxail eé Iuiedd Tak, 9ro Creluie crajio OOJIBHO.

— 41 "e crpycui, — npormres oH. — f oTaas Obl JKU3HB 32 OMHY HOUb C TOOOM, 32 OIMH TIOIIe-
Jyi. .. 3a npuKocHoBeHUe pyku... Ho s He mory!

Creiia BeIpBaJlach U3 €T0 pyK.

— Torma otHecn MeHst 0O6paTHO. Thl BUJIEN TOTO, KTO BCE 3TO MOXKET.

AMEeH 3apblyall, Kak 3BEpb:

— Tor 6bu1 mpaB. Tebe HyXeH MyKUMHa, CMEPTHBIH, a He 5.

— Mue muieBath Ha TBoero Tora! — Cresuia momOexkaia K AMEeHy W yaapuia ero B Tpyab. — Tbl
MCKOBEpKaJI MHE KU3Hb, payl TeOsl 51 COIIacuiIach BBIATH 3aMyK, pajau TeOsl s BHITEpIIena CTOJIbKO
CTpaxa M YHWKEHUSs, a Thl... Jla CHUMH Thl 3TOT YEPTOB KAITIOIIOH !

Cresia noTsAHyJIa 3a IIHYPOK Ha 1ee AMeHa, U I1am cietedn ¢ ero mied. Cresuia nocMoTpesna
eMy B JIMLIO U BcKpukHyia. [Ipexnero AmeHa He Obi10. Ha HE€ cMOTpesio cMOpILIEHHOE JIUIIO Yesio-
BeKka Oe3 Bo3pacta, ucrenpéHaoe mpamamu. C mpaBoi CTOPOHBI IIPaM ObLT CIUIOIIHBIM, ¥ BMECTO
I71a3a 3usiia apipa. Bosoc Ha royioBe o4t He ObUIO, JIUIIL pejIkue cejible mpsiar. OH ObLT 6e300pa3eH.

AwmeH yBuzen e€ peakuuio U Bcé noHs1. OH orctpanuics ot Cresuibl. Ero ymmno vckasuio
MOI00ME YCMETIIKH.

— Bor, Bc€ u permiock, Cresia.

— Yto OHU cemanu ¢ ToOoM, — mporrenTana B yxace Cresuia.
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AMeH Ka4yHyJI TOJIOBOM.

— Hudero. 9to e cMory1a peoOpa3uTh MeHs Toraa. A Terepsb s CTajl TAKUM, KaKOU 51 eCTb.

Crena Momyana. AMEH HaKJIOHWJICS Y TIOIHSUI C 3eMJIM ILJ1all.

— Ioviném Cremua, st oTHecy Tebst Tyaa, riie TeOs KAET KpacaBell, CIIOCOOHBIN JaTh BCE TO, YEro
sl HUKOT/1a He cMory Tebe aTh. — OH Ha/leN Ha TOJI0BY KalTIOIIOH.

— Iocroii, AMeH, u Tl He Oy/ielib OOPOThCS 32 MeHS?

OH 3acMeslICsl CyXUM KOJIIOUMM CMEXOM.

— 3auem? ¢ — yponnuBas crapast pazaiuHa. Kakoe rpaBo s umero memarb 1ede KUTh?

Cresuta mofoNUIa K HEMy |, MPUIIOAHSBIIMCH HA LBITIOYKH, OCTOPOXKHO CHSJIA KAITIOMIOH C
TOJIOBBI.

— Tol moMHMIIL, AMEH, TOrHA, JaBHO, KOTHa Thl OOSIICS MOKa3aTh MHE CBOE JIMIIO, sI CKa3aia,
YTO MHE BCE PaBHO, KaK ThlI BHITJISAMIIIH?

— 51 moMHIO KaX10€ TBOE CJIOBO. .. — 9XOM OTO3BAJICS OH.

— 4 u celiuac ckaxy To ke camoe, — pomenTtana Cremna. — 1 moomo Teds, Kakum Obl Tl HA
oObL1. .. [lomemnyit MeHs1, AMeH. ..

OH oTnpsHyII.

— Her... Tel 3Haemsp, 4TO A HE MOTY. ..

Cresia BUenuiach B €ro IJail.

— M=e HaruieBath. .. Cipimuis? 51 Xody ymepeTs OT TBoero mnouiesnysi. VI Tbl corsiaceH, 4ToObl
s K&K IyI0 HOUb YMHpaJIa B IOCTENN ¢ HemoOMMbIM? BeiOupaii cam.

AMEH 3aKpbLI I71a3a.

— Her... {1 He 3Ha10... 1 HE MOTYy.

— onenyit mMens... — CTelia NoTsHyack K ero rydam. OHa oOHsIa ero 3a Ielo, 1 AMeH He
CMOT yIE€PXKaThCsl.

OH 0OHsIT €€ OCTOPOXKHO, CIOBHO JEepKajl B pPyKax MOTBUIbKA, M €IBa OIIyTUMO KOCHYJICS
rybamu e€ ry6. Cresuia OTBeTWJIA HA TOLETYH W BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KAK TYCThIE MPOXJIAJIHBIC
BOJIOCHI JITABUHOH OOpyIIMITKCH Ha e€ pyku. CTesia OTKphLjia I1a3a HA MTHOBEHBE — 3TO ObLT ITPEKHUI
AwmeH. OH ToXke MOYYBCTBOBAJI 9Ty NEpeMEHy U Terlepb yBepeHHel, Kperue rnpuxan k cede Cremty.

On nenoBan e€, n Cresuia MOJIHOCTHIO PACTBOPUIIACH B 3TOM morenye. OHa ObUla CIOBHO B
3a0BbITHY — CTPAHHbBIE KAPTUHBI BO3HUKAJIN Mepesl €€ MOMyOoTKPHITHIMY MTazamu. OHa BUeIa AMeHa B
30JIOTHIX ETMIIETCKUX OfIEXKAX, OH He ObLT OJIEHBIM, KaK ceiuac, JIMII0 U TeJIO ero ObUIO 3aropesibIMH.
Ona Buena ce0st Ha CTAPMHHOM JIOKE B KAMEHHOM 3aMKe M CHOBa AMeHa, LIEJTYIOIIero eg. ..

Crenna ouHysack. AMEH cries Ha 3eMJle M Kadasl e€ Ha pyKax, Kak peO¢HKa.

— Thl ciana? — oH HEXKHO YJIBIOHYJCS eil.

— He 3naio, — Cresuia cena. — HaBepnoe, na. S xe emg¢ xxua?

AMeH ynbIOHYJICS, HO B3IJISA] €T0 ObLT TPEBOKHBIM.

— Ha... 4 He 3Ha10, MIOUEMy Terephb Kacaioch Te0si, U HIYEro He MPOMCXOANT.

— 1aBHO HYKHO OBLIO MOLIENIOBaTh. .. — CTesuia IyKaBo B3IVIsTHY/Ia Ha HETO.
— Hauunaer ceetatpb, Ctesuia. 51 qoymkeH cripsaTaTh Te0si B 6e30MacHOe MeCTO, a CaM OTITPABIIIOCh
K Cerxy.

— K Cerxy? Ilocroii. DT0 e TOT caMblii IJIABHBIN 3JI0[ICi, KOTOPBIA XOTeJ YOUTh MEHsl, TOT,
KTO 3a0Mpaet 3BE3AHYIO MBLTH?

— Ha, 1o oH. IlocToii, OTKy[a Thl CTOJBKO BCETO 3HAelb? — yAUBWICS AMeH.

— Jonro pacckasbiBath. Ceituac 9T0 He BakHO. 3aueM Tede uatu k Cerxy?

AMeH BcTall ¥ moMor nogHAThcs Creue.

— OH eTMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO 3HaeT 000 MHe mpaBay. OH, MouemMy-To, HUKOTIa He BCTpevaeTcs CO
MHOM. BOT 3710 51 1 X04y cefiuac BbISICHUTb.

— OH moxet youts Tebsa? — CTesuia ¢ TpeBOrod cMoTpesia AMeHy B JIUIIO.
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— He 3nato0, Bo3MOskHO J11 310 BooOe. CTesa, s ceifuac 4yBCTBYIO B ce0sl CHITY, KAKOM He 3HAJ
panbie. He 6oiicst 3a MeHs1. HaM Hy)XHO BepHYTbCSI B TOCTHHUILY, YTOOBI ThI TIEpeoieiach 1 B3sija
BeIlY, KOTOpbIe TeOe HeOOXOIUMBL. XOpoIIo?

Cresuta KUBHYyJIA.

— Torna uan Ko MHe, — AMEH NPOTSAHYJI PYKH.

Cresuta 00XBaTvIa €0 pyKaMH U HOTaMU, TTPUKABILIKCH K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM.

AMEH CyIOpPOKHO CIJIOTHYJI.

— Tol mpoOy>k1aenib BO MHE BCe YeJIOBeUeCcKre MOpoKU u ciadoctu, Cresuia. .. — CoaBjIeHHO
MPOrOBOPUJI OH. I 1a3a ero ObLIM MOMY3aKPHITHI.

Cresia TUXOHBKO 3aCMEsIaCh.

— Hudvero cmernHoro, — AMeH Kperye npuxkai e€ K cebe ¥ Hadasl Me/IJIEHHO B3JieTaTh. — TBOU
MIPUKOCHOBEHU I JIUIIAIOT MEHSI pacCykKa. ..

— W nyctp, — Cresuia oThICKas1a ero ryobl U MOLIeJIOBaA.

— C TakuM# MBICTISIMH S HE CMOTY JIETETb.

Creiia cHOBa IoLIesIoBaJIa €ro.

— IIpekpartu... Mbl ynagém u pa3oobEMcsl.

— Th1 He pazoOberibesi. Tl 6eCCMEPTHBIN. . .

— 51 yxe B 9TOM He yBepeH. .. — yCMeXHYJICSI AMeH.

Kupwina B Homepe He Obu1o. CTeia BOILIA Yepe3 BHIOMTYI0 OAJIKOHHYIO JBEPh. YTOBOPHUTH
AwmeHa xaatb e€ Ha ynuiie Ctenie He ynanock. OH KyTKO peBHOBaJ e€ K Kupuiuty, HO pUKphIBaJICS
TeM, 4TO 6ouTCs ocTaBIsATh CTeNTy ¢ HUM OMH Ha ofuH. CTela BOILIa B TOCTUHYIO — BTOPYIO KOM-
HaTy HoMepa. 371eCh CTOSUTH eIlIé He pacrakoBaHHbIe yeMopaHbl. Ctesuta ObICTPO OTBICKAJIA KMHCHI
u (pyrOonKy 1 nepeoaenack. [IoToMm BbICHINATA U3 PIOK3aKa BCAKYIO TOPOXHYIO JpedesieHb U cTaja
CKJI/IBIBATh TYy/Ia CamMmble HEOOXOIUMBbIE BEIIH.

— BenukornenHo, 1 Kyga ke Mbl cooupaemcs?

Cresuta B3aporuyna. 3a criuHou ctosil Kupusut. Beirmisiaen oH ykacHO: C OMyXIIUMH IJ1a3aMU
Y CTpAIITHBIM KPOBOMIOATEKOM HA CKYJIE.

— Tw1 paneko, noporasi? — UpOHWYHAsH yJIBIOKA MOSBUJIACH HA €0 KPACHBBIX I'y0ax.

Cresuta 3acTertysia pok3ax.

— Kupus, y MeHst HeT BpeMeHu Bc€ Tede 0ObsACHATD. S mporry y TeOsi mpoIeHust 3a BeE. ..
MHe HyXHO UITH.

Cresuta HarpaBUIach K BeIXOMY, HO Kupuiut mperpaann e myTb.

— Crenna, Kyna Tl UAEHIH? ITO UTO, U3-3a TOTO, UTO Thl OomIbes cekca? [la? M3-3a atoro? —
Kupuin 3arnsapiBan eit B uio. — Tak oT 9Toro He yoerars Hajl0, a UATH K Bpady. ..

— Kupwii, orcrass. ..

— Her, noporas, Tel HUKy#a He yiaemb. Tede mpuaeTcs oObACHITLCSA U HE TOJIBKO CO MHOM, —
Kupwin 6611 BHe ceOsi. — Y MeHs clioMaHo JBa pedpa, B HOMepe BBHIOMTA JIBEPb, M Thl UCUE3aeIllb
MOCpeId HOYM B HEM3BECTHOM HaripaBiieHnH! Sl OqHSII Ha HOTH BCIo cityk0y Oe3onmacHoCTH. S 4yTh
C yMa He COMIEN, a ThI SIBJISIEIIbCS M, KaK HU B YEM He ObIBAJIO, TOBOPHILIL MHE — U3BUHHU!

— Kupusui, MHe HY)KHO yHTH. ..

Kupuin cxarui e€ 3a pyKy, I71a3a €ro HUIWIMCh KPOBBIO.

— Crenna, Tol MOSI %€Ha, — OH MEJUICHHO MPOrOBapMBall Kakaoe cloBo. — M Tl HUKyJa He
BBI/ICIIIb U3 9TOM KOMHATHI, TIOKa s TeOe He Mmo3Boio. [IoHATHO? DTO TeOe He NIYyTKH B HOUHOM
Jecy. ..

Cremna yBuzena Amena. OH cTosi 3a criiHor Kupuiiia — orpomHbIil v pa3bsipéHnbiid. Cresa
€/1Ba 3aMETHO MOKaJaJia rojIOBOM, HO MOHUMAIA, YTO elE CeKyH/1a, 1 AMEH e€ CIIylaTh He CTaHeT.

— Kupwyui, noxkanyiicra, OTIyCTH MOIO PyKY, — OHa YMOJISIIOIIE CMOTpesia emMy B ia3a. — W nait
MHE YUTH, €CJTH XOUeIllb. .. YTOOBI OCTaJIbHBIE PEOpa y TeOs] OCTAHCH LIEILIMHU.
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Crena BHIJIsACTA TAK CTPAHHO, YTO KMpUIUT HEBOJILHO OTIYCTII e€ pyKYy. JleByIika modesxaa
K JIBEpH.

— Hy u Basmu! — 3aopan et Beiien Kuput. — Banu! Tosbko Thl He B Jjiecy, 3a Ba KUWJIOMETPa OT
noma. Tel B uyxoi cTpane. .. be3 nener... Henopmanbhasi!.. — Kupuut 3apsryait v yaapuii KyJakoM
B cTeHy. — [ypa!

Cresuta 6esxaia o KOpUAaOpy TOCTUHHIIBI. AMEH Iarail psaoM.

— MHe HyXHO 3aiiTu K OpaTy. AHapei Bujen Te0s, MOMHUIIG? My Ha ynuIy U kKAd MeHsl y
BXOJa. YK€ CBETIO, U JIydllle HE TOPUM Y BCEX Ha BUJLY.

— Jlj1s1 MEeHsI TaKOTO TIOHSITUSI HE CYIIIECTBYET. . .

— Ilepecrans, s xe TeOst BUKY, 1 AHIpEH TOKe. ..

Crena TOJNKHY/IA JBEph HOMepa OpaTta. AHJIpel eImg crial, YKPBIBIIHUCH C TOJIOBOM.

— Anppeit, AHzpeit npocHuch, — CTelia ctajia TOPMOIIUTD €ro.

AHjpeil cen 1, MPUILLY PUBLIMCH, IOCMOTPEJT Ha CECTPY.

— Koropsiit yac?

— ITare yTpa...

— Ckombko?! — AHfpeit noTsiHyT Ha cedst ofesiio. — Tebe He TeprnuTCs MOSTUTLCS BrievaTie-
HUSIMH O NepBOW OpavHON HOUM?

OH cHoa ynércs. Cresuia 1ana emy NoI3aTbUIbHUK.

— AHJpeli IpocHUCh. AHIIpeN, 5 ye3Kalo. ..

— Kyna? — masipuninika cesn. OH pacTepssHHO CMOTPEJ Ha CECTpy.

— DTO TPYAHO OOBACHUTS... — CTeia OMyCTUIACh PSIOM C HAUM Ha KpoBaTb. — f yidy... A
Te0s1 mycTb ponutesnu Kupwiia ornpaesat gomoit... U emg, ytodsl 0600 MHE HEe TOBOPWIIHM, Thl HE
Bepb... JlagHo?..

Amnppeii kuHyJ. Cremta Betasia. ClIE3pl KOMOM CTaJIM B FOpPJIe M MELIAJI TOBOPUTb.

— AHJpeil, MOXKET CITyUUTCs TaK, YTO MbI OOJIbIIe He YBUAMMCS. .. Tak BOT — ThI CAMbII JTyYIIIAN
Opar Ha cBeTe... 5 oueHb moOMO Tedst U MaMmy. .. [Ipormaii.

Creia HOpHIBUCTO OOHsIIa OpaTa, ToIesIoBaja ero TEMyo CO CHa IEeKy W BhIOekalla U3 KOM-
HaThl. AHIpEN Tak ¥ OCTAJICS CHIETh B MOJIHON PaCTepPsIHHOCTH. . .

Ycnyts AHapeit yxe He cmor. OH BeTal, ofesics U Hayat cooupath Bery. OH ObUT COBCEM COUT
C TOJIKY ITOBEJEHUEM cecTpbl. U ye3xkarh He XOTen0Ch, U BCE IJIaHbl HA Yy/IHbIE OTPHIBHbIE KAHUKYJIbI
HaKpbUTUCh MEJHBIM Ta30M. A TyT elé 1 Cresia ¢ KAKUMU-TO HEMIOHATKAMM. . .

Ot pasmbliieHuil AHapesi OTBIEK mOpoX. CTpaHHBI TaKOH, TPOMKHMIA M HENPUATHbIA. B
TOCTHHUIIE ObUIO THXO, U TIO3TOMY CTPAaHHBIN HIOPOX B KOMHate ynuBmiI AHapesi. OH 3aMep U 1oJjIo-
AKMJI PIOK3aK Ha KpoBath. IIIopox cray rpomMue U, 4TO MHTEPECHO, HE 3a MpedeaMu ero HoMepa, a
MMEHHO B HEM. AH/Ipei MOMATHIICS K OKHY. BAPYT YbK-TO OrpOMHBIE PYKH CXBATUJIU €0 U MOTSHYJIH
Hazaj. AHJIpel XOTes 3aKpruarh, HO POT €ro yKe ObLT 3aKPHIT IMPOKOH JIaJOHBIO.

— He népraiicsi, — rojioc roBOpUBILEro Nokazaics AHAPEI0 3HaKOMbIM. — Beé mytém, AHapioxa.

Tomnbko ceityac AHIpel OHsUI, UTO OH CTOUT B CTEHE, TOM camMoM, KOTopasi Bo3Jie okHa. Kak
TaKoe BO3MOHO, OH HE 3HaJl, HO BUJIEJI, YTO Mepe]]l HUM CTeHa U 03211, HACKOJILKO OH MOT' YBU/IETb,
TOXE CTeHa. A BOKPYI YTO-TO HemoHsATHoe. HaBepHoe, Tak M JOIKHA BBINISAIETh CTEHA B pa3pese.
Ho cniepeau ObIIO CIOBHO NIPO3pavyHOE OKOIIKO, U AHIpPEH OTUETIMBO BUAET ThMY YEPHBIX KYKOB,
PBICKAIOILIMX T10 €r0 HOMEpY.

— 41 cBuxHysca? — npoienTtan AHIpen.

— Her, — 3acmesicst kto-To c3agu. OH Bcé ené nprkuman AHapes K cebe. — DTo ckapa-
Oen-umerku. .. Vim HyxkeH Thl, a 51 Tebs cracaip. . .

— A 3auem s ckapabessm? — AHApel ObUT ke YBEpeH, UTO C FOJIOBOH Y HEro HeJla Ibl.

— Wm HyxHa TBOs cectpa. OHa ke 31ech Obua?

AHzIpeit HaCTOPOXKHUJICS.
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— A s He 3Hal0, MOXHO JIM TeOe TaKoe TOBOPHTh, — OH IJIYIO YJABIOHYJICS. — Bapyr Tel TOXe —
cKkapaOeil WIIH KyK-porad, K IpuMepy.. .

Crostumii c3anu 3acMmesiics. OH TONKHYI AHApes B CIMHY, U TOT BblNIAJl U3 CTeHbl. KyKOB B
KOMHaTe yxke He ObUIo. AHApeN OINISHYJICS — Meped HUM CcTosT Mapk. AHIped Jake poT OTKpPBLT
OT U3yMJICHUSI.

— Tel TyT OTKYHA?

— Or BepOmoaa, — Mapk, Kak Bcerja, yisioancs. — Kak Buiuib, s He KyK-porad... Y MeHs,
MpaBjia, €CTb CBOM MPUMOYKH, ceivac yBUAMIIb. Ham Hy)XHO OBICTPO OTCIofia cMaThiBaThest. [0TOB?

AHjipeil oxal rnjaeyamu.

— HasepHoe. ..

AMeH 3aXk€r CBeTWIbHUK U CIYCTWIICS B CKJjel nepsbiM. CTesuia mouuia ciieioM, JepXkach 3a
CTEHY.

— Iopams MHE pyKy? — oOpaTuiIach oHa K AMeHYy.

— IIpoctu, — on cmyTusics. — o npuBbIuKe OOIOCH KacaTbes TEOsI.

Cresna cTUCHYNA €ro Y3KYyI0 TEIUTYIO J1agoHb. OHU CITyCTUJIMCh B CKJIETI. 3/1€Ch CTOSJIO BCETO
JBE TPOOHMIIBI — OJJHA MYKCKasi, BTOpasi, BUIMMO, ITPUHAIeKaIa KEHIIMHE, CYs 10 HaarpoOHBIM
urypam.

— Kro 3p1ech nexur? — cnpocuina Crenna. Eit ObUIO KyTKOBATO.

— HackonbKo s MOMHIO, KTO-TO U3 MOUX MPEJKOB, — OTBETHJ AMEH. — A BOT 371€Ch, Ha CTEHE,
HarMcaHbl UMEHa BceX B MOEM poay. Buauiib: Ameit, Axeca, Micca, MeckeHeT u Tak jajnee. A 3/1ech,
BUMIIb, CTEPTHIN UEPOITIUA(] — ITO MOE UMSI. ..

— OTkypa Ta 3Haellb, YTO MIMEHHO 3Ta HA/ANUCh O3Ha4YaeT TBOE uMs? — cripocuna Cresuia.

— He 3Har0, otkyza... IIpocro 3Haro.

Cremna nprcMoTpesack. B Tom MecTe, Kyaa yka3biBal AMeH, ObIT TOJBKO TIEPBbIA 3HAYOK,
OCTaJILHOE CJIOBHO BbIIlapanaHo BMecTe ¢ kamMHeM. CTejula KOCHYJIach 3TOrO MecTa pPyKoH, U €€,
CJIOBHO TOKOM, yaapuio. Octpast 6osb mpon3uia Bc€ Tenno. CTesia BCKPUKHYIA U ejBa He yrasa.
AMEH MoIXBaTuII e€.

— Yo ¢ ToOOM?

Creiia Buenuiaach eMy B IUICYO.

— He noiimy. Takoe crpaHHoe olryIieHrue, CJIOBHO. . .

— Tumte... — AMeH TPUKPBLT e 1aIoHbI0 poT. — Hac umyT. f nomken otBecTd uX OT TeOs,
Creinna.

— AmeH. .. — Cteia cxBaTuia ero 3a pyky. — 51 601ock. .. MHe CTpaliiHO 371eCh 0CTaBaThCsl. ITO
K€ — MOTHJIA. ...

— Ilepectranb, — AMeH HeXHO OOHsUIT e€. — MEpTBbIe HIUero Tede He caenaioT. .. He 6oiics. A
BEPHYCh 32 TOOOM.

— A eciu oHu. .. Eciii oHn yOBIOT TEOs1?

AMeH He a1 eii 1oroBopuTh. OH CKJIOHWJICS U roLiesioBatl e€. OH 1eJI0BaJ €€ J0JIT0 U CTPacTHO,
KaK B MMOCJIeHUN pa3. AMEH JIeHCTBUTENLHO Oosiics, uto BUAUT CTesuly B TIOC/IEHUN pa3 B CBOEH
BEUHOM KU3HMU.

Cresuta He ycriena OMOMHHUTBCS, a €ro yxe He Obuio psgoM. OHa ocTanach ofHa B CKJENe C
ABYMsI IOKOMHUKAMH B KAMEHHBIX rpodax.

Kupusn Beimen u3 Homepa poauTesnield B OJABJICHHOM HAacTpoeHnu. Mama Oblia B CTEpUKE,
marna pyraj, Ha 4€M CBET CTOUT, paHHUE Opaku. UTOOBI pOIUTENN HE TOBOPHUIIM, BBIXOIUIIO TOJBKO
071HO — BO BcéM BUHOBAT Knpuut. Ecium Obl OH notyMast ¥ He TOPOMUJICs, HUYEero Obl He TIPOU30IILIO.

— Yto mbl Tenepb ckaxem Matepu Cresutbl? Kyna ona ynuia? Kyna noneBasics Anapeit? Uro
THI MOJTUMIIL? — MaMa CHjeNa B IITyOOKOM Kpeciie, Maccupys BUCKH 1 ToHuMast Kupua.
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— Harama, nepecranp, — npodacun orerl. — EMy u Tak He cinagko. OT Hero HeBecTa B IIEpPBYIO
HOYb cOexana. Uro Tel eit cienan, Kupumn?

— Hy, xBarut, — Kupunn nogssincs. — Crnacu6o 3a cOuyBCTBUE, JTIOOUMbIE POAUTENH, HO S,
noxanyi, novay. [Toctpagaio B oquHOUECTBE.

Kupusn ymren. OH oTripaBuiicsi B CBOM HOMEp, OTKPbLT Oap M OOHAPYKUJT TaM MOJIHYIO Oy TBUIKY
BUCKH. DTO ObLJIO OUeHb KCTaTH. KMpWIIT OTKPBUT €€ U CTajl MHUTh MPSMO U3 TOpJIbIKa. BeiOuTyio
ABepb yke nounHwiv. Kupusut Beimesn Ha OayikoH u 3akypuJl. [TpoxsiagHblii BeTep oBeBasl ero oOHa-
KEHHBIN TOPC, MPOTUBHO HBUIM 3a0MHTOBaHHBIE pEOpa. A B MO3rax KJIOKOTAJIH, BBIPHIBASCH OIHO
niepes IpyruM, rajKue pyraresbHble cioBa B ajapec Cremibl. Kupum omnryman ceOsi yHUKEHHBIM,
pas3zaBieHHbIM, IIPOCTO YHUUTOXKEHHbIM. 3a4eM OH TOJIbKO BBs3aJicsl B 3Ty adepy. Beap oH mpe-
KpacHO MOHKMMAJ, YTO BCs 9Ta XKeHUThOa HectipocTta, U CTesula He UCTIBITBIBAET K HEMY HUYETO WM
naxe Xyxe, yeM Hu4ero. Ho Korma oHa npeioxuna emy ce0si, OH He CMOT OTKa3aThCsl — 3TO Obljia
crmaboctb. A crmadocts Kupusut He miporain Hu cede, HU IpyTHM.

UYro rpexa TauTh — OH ObUT YBEpEH, UTo MOKOpHT e€. OH Tak *xJai 31oil Houn B Erunre. Kena-
HUe nepecnaTh co CTeJUIoi MpeBpaTuiIoch B KaKyI0-TO HABSI3UMBYIO Meo. Kupuit OblT yBepeH, uTo
ToCJIe TIEPBOM MX HOUM OHa OyfeT OeraTh 3a HUM, KakK IIeHOK. Tak ObLJIO CO BCEMH €ro JIEBYIIIKAMH.
OHM pbIIaH, 3aCHINAIN €r0 «9CIMICKaMU» U 3BOHKAMHU, a OH ObLIT XOJIO[eH U Oe3paznuyeH. Kupusuia
eIlE HUKTO HE MOChLIAI. XOTS OH HE OYEHb CTapaJicsl IOHPABUTHCS JEBYILIKAM, OHU, KaK MPaBUJIO,
CaMU Ha HEro BUCJIM.

Ho co Crenoit oH mycTri B Xof] Bc€ CBOE 0OasiHHe, BeCh 3amac 3a00ThI U HEKHOCTH, Ha KOTO-
pblit 06U criocodeH. OH ObUT TOTOB M3 KOKU BOH JIe3Th TOU TypallKOM HOUBIO, JIUIIIb Obl TPON3BECTU
Ha He€ Brieyarienue. U uro B utore? [oomanubie péOpa, pa3ouToe JIUIIO, 030p Nepe]l POAUTET MU
Y YHWKEHUE, CIUIOITHOE YHUKEHHUE. . .

Kupwin orxyie6Hyn u3 Oy ThUIKH.

— A Bejib BCE 9TO HECITPOCTA, — OH BBIITYCTHII B HOUHOE HEOO0 00/1auKo TaOaqHOTO JbIMa. Mep3Ko
3ameMusIa pazouras ryoa. Kupuut crumionyin. — Beab TyT omHO3HAYHO 3amMeriad Myx4anHa. OX, Mmoka-
3a1 Obl MHE 3TOTO ypOfa. ..

— 710 JIerko, ObUIO OBl JKEJIAaHHUE.

Kupwiin B3apornysi. PsaioM ¢ HUM CTOsT BBICOKUI Y€JIOBEK B YEPHOM OIEKE.

— Ko BBI? — Kupwiin yxke ObUT TIbsIH ¥ TIOSTOMY C TPYJOM TOHMMAJI IpoucXosinee. — Bac xe
TYT He ObUIO?

— Teneps ecTb, — NOCABILIAIOCH C APYTO CTOPOHBI.

Kupwin ornsnyncsa. C apyroil CTOpOHBI CTOSIJT TAKOM € BBICOKMIT HE3HAKOMEL] B YEPHOM.
Kupwiny nokazanoch, 4to y HUX Jaxe JIMla OIMHAKOBBIE.

— Tol npaB, B 3TOM UCTOPUM IJIABHOWU (PUTYpOM sBIIETCS MyKX4MHA. M ecau Thl OMOXKeEIIb
HaM, MbI IOMOXkeM TeOe OTBICKaTh HEerofsisl, OTOMCTUTh €My U BEPHYTb JEBYIIKY. Thl ke XO4elb e¢
BEPHYTb?

Kupwiin 3aranyncs curapetou.

— He 3Ha10, HO OTOMCTUTD 51 XOUY U €MY, U €Hl.

— 3HauuT, THl TOTOB HAM NIOMOTaTh? — HACTaUBaJ TOT, YTO CTOSLI CIIPABA.

— Ia, BCE, 4TO YroaHO, JIUIIb OBl €1 CTAJIO TaK ke MapIIuBO, KaKk U MHE.

Hesnakomiipl eperisiHymch.

— Torpa uném k Cetxy. [Tocrne Toro, Kak OH OCBATHUT TeOsI B BOMHBI, Thl CMOKEIIIb TIOYyBCTBO-
BaTb, IJIc OHA CKpbIBaeTCs. TBOSI HEHABHCTb MPUBEIET TeOs1 K Hell. Thl roToB?

Kupwiin mocraBui OyThUIKY Ha TIOJT.

— Jla XOTbh K caMOMYy JIbIBOJTY, — OH ycMexHyJics. — [Tomum.

— Ilonerenu. .. — OTBETHIJI HE3HAKOMELI.

Kupuiut He yenien yaqusButhes. JIBoe B YEPHOM MOAXBATUIIN €70 IOJ, PyKU M UCUYE3/IA BO MpaKe
HOYM.
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Cresuta cujena Ha MecyaHoM Moty TpoOHuIbL. [Iponwio yxe 4yacoB ceMb WM BOCEMb C TOTO
MOMEHTa, Kak AMeH ymén. Creia BHavale Iuiakana, moToM BUAMMO 3ajapemMana. IIpocHynack ot
Krydeit 6o B xenynke. CTesuia BCIOMHMIIA, YTO IBOE CYTOK YK HUYEro He efa. U eme ouens xote-
nock muTh. [lotom CTena A0aro cMoTpena Ha MEpLAIOIINi OTOHEK CBETHIbHUKA. [TUTh X0Tesnoch
MPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMO. YTOOBI KaK-TO OTBJIeuUb cebs1, CTesuia cTana XOAuTh BJOJb CTEH M pacCMaTpu-
BaThb PUCYHKU Ha HuX. Takue ¢ppecku Creiuia BUena TOIBKO HA KAPTUHKAX B YYEOHUKE IO MCTO-
puu ¥ emmé B uHTepHeTe. CTpaHHbIE YeIOBEUKH ¢ YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, U300pakEéHHbIE O0KOM. Tak,
nocrerienHo, CTesula CHOBa OKa3ajiach PsiioM CO CIIMCKOM MMEH, KOTOPBIN el MoKa3ajl AMeEH.

— Axmo3, Kanuka, Amieit, — udtaia oHa Biyx. — Uy/iHble UMeHa. . .

N Tyt Cremty ocenmiio — oHa uutaetr! Yuraer apesHue Erunerckue nepornudsl. Her, oHa He
MOBTOPSIET HAU3YCTh, OHA MIPOYUTHIBAET UX 3aHOBO.

Creine crajno crpaiiHo. BHyTpu BCE ckaioch OT KaKOro-To CyeBEpHOro yxkaca. Ipoxammmu
nanbiiaMi CTelia CHOBa MPHUKOCHYJIACh K BHITEPTOM HaANuMCH, oOo3Havammen ums AmeHa. Ho
Terepb HU4Yero He mpowusonwio, Ctemty He ymapwio TOKOM. TOJIbKO KOHYMKM €€ MasblieB BAPYT
3aCHSUIM 3HAKOMBIM royooBaThiM cBeTOM. Y CTesulbl Mypalliky MoOekaay Mo CHHUHE, HO OHa He
oTBeJa pyKy. CBeueHHe yCHIIIOCh, M BMSITUHA B KaMHE 3aII0JTHIIIACH, UePOTTTH(DbI OSIBIISUIUCH CAMH,
CJIOBHO MX MUCAIU Maibiibl CTesuIbl.

— Ocwupuc, — npountana Cremia. E€ pyka nepecrana ceetutbesi. — Ero 3oByT Ocupuc.

Cresula TOMHMJIA, YTO CJIBIIIANA 3TO MMs, YTO-TO OHO Oo3Ha4aeT. CTeIa CTHCHYJa TOJIOBY
pyKaMmu — Tj1e-To 3TO yxke Obuto... VI TyT B3mIsi €€ ynasl Ha KaMeHHbI Tpo0 ¢ M300pakeHHEM MY K-
ynHbl. Ha 60K0BO# cTeHke rpoda Obita Haamuchk. CTeia OCTOPOXKHO pacurcTHiIa e€ oT mecka. Han-
MUCh Iacuia: «37ech MoKosATcs octanku Ocupuca — 6ora BcexX 60roB, YOMEHHOTO OpaToM CBOWM,
Cerxom».

— O 6oxe! — Bckpuknyaa Creia. — Beixogur, Cerx Opat AmeHa. a AmeH — 6or? Ho kak xe
Tak? Tlokostcs octaHku... Beixogur, AMeH — 310 ayx, npuspak... Hetr. — ¥V Cressl 3aTpsciuch
pyku. — Tak, COKOIHO, 51 yBepeHHa, UTO y OOroB BCE 9TO MPOUCXOAUT KaK-TO MHAYE.

Crena noponia K rpoly keHuHbL. «Mcnaa — xkeHa Ocupurca» — TIacuia HaAMUCh Ha STOM
KaMeHHOM rpo0y. CTesuia noioxuia JagoHb Ha XOJIOAHBIN KaMeHb, ¥ Tiepe]] €€ BHYTPEHHUM B30pOM
OISATh BO3HUKJIO BUJCHBE: Ta camasi CTpaHHAsl OMOYMBAJIBHS B 3aMKe, KOTOPYIO OHA yXke BHUJesa.
Tenepp CTenta yyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO cama MpUCyTCTBYeT TaM. OHa MAET K 3epKaly, HO U3 3epKajia Ha
He€ CMOTPUT Jpyras keHIyHa. CTeluia ¢ TpyJIoM y3HaBasia B Hell ce0s1, TOUHee OUeHb XOTella y3HATh.

— Wcupa, uau ckopeit cioaa. . .

Cresuta-erunTsiHKa OIISIHY/IACh. Y TMOpora Ha KOPTOYKax cUesl AMeH — 3aropesiblid, MyCKYJIu-
creiidi. OH Jackaj 0esioro TUrpeHKa.

— ITocmoTpy, Kakoe 4yHo, MoOUMasl. .. — U OH YJIBIOHYJICS CBOEH CBETJION YJIBIOKOM. . .

Cremuta ounynach. OHa HMYEro He TMOHsUIA U3 YBUAEHHOTO, KpOME OTHOro — y AmeHa Oblia
’KEeHa, 2 BO3MOKHO U €CTh, ¥ €CJIM OH BCE BCIIOMHUT, TO... To CTeia, BO3MOKXHO, HaBCEra MoTepsieT
ero.

Pasmbienns Creuibl ObutH ITpepBaHbl opoxoM. OH JOHOCKIICS O CTOpOHbI Bxona. Cresuia
3amepia. Cepriie Tak TPOMKO 3aCTy4asio B BHCKAaX, YTO 3alIyLIMJIO BCe OCTajibHble 3BYyKH. CTena
orJIsifieNiach M yBUJENA Ha MOy KyKa, JOBOJBHO OOJBINOro, YEPHOTO, TIOTOM eIl OIHOTO U emlg.
7Kyku naBuHOM MoTekJim yepe3 Bxof B ckiiern. Ctesia 3aKkprudaia 1 OpocuiIach K BHIXOLY, OHA HACTY-
naJjia Ha KyKOB, 1 OHH OMEP3UTENIbHO CKpuIieau roj Horamu. Ho no Beixona Creia Tak u He g00e-
kana. OHa CMIOTKHY/Ach M yraja, )KyKH mononsiu mo e€ pykam. Crenna Kpuyania, OTOMBAIach,
MBITASCh COPOCUTh MEP3KUX HACEKOMBIX. BHE3arHo OquH U3 ’KYKOB CTasl yBeaumunBaThes. OH cTam
OrPOMHBIM M MPEBPATHJICS B YeJIOBEeKa ¢ OJIeAHBIM JIMIIOM B Y€pHOU ofexe. Yepe3 mur Bcst Tpoo-
HuIa OblJIa HAaIlOJTHEHa aOCOTIOTHO OJMHAKOBBIMU OJTeTHOMIILIMUA. OHU CXBATUIIN COMPOTUBIISIONTY-
1ocst CTesuty 1 BHIBOJIOKJIH e€ u3 ckiieria. Kakum ke Obuto yauBienue CTelbl, KOTa, OIHSIBIIUCH
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Ha TIOBEPXHOCTh, OHA YBUJIEJA MOCPEAN Tecuanor mycThiHi Kupusta. OH ObLT OfIET KaK eruIeTCKuil
BOWH, U, K CJIOBY CKa3aTb, TAKOW Hapsi ObUT eMy K JIUILY.

Kupusut crosin, CKpecTuB pykd Ha TPyAd, U HACMENUTMBO B3upan Ha Cresty.

—Yto? He oxunmana?

Crea He HalUIaCh, YTO OTBETUT.

— Ha, — Bén pansiie Kupuiul. — Tenepp A B Kypce Bcex TBOMX AeiMIIEK. Kak Tel 310poBO
UCIIONB30BaJIa MeHs1, YTOOBI CIIACTH TOTr0 cBoero youmoaka. Ho, Hudero, — Kupust npubnusui K Heit
muno. — Tenieps s Haviay ero. U torga, Ctena, s pa3pexy ero Ha MeJIKue KyCOukH y TeOs Ha IJ1a3ax.
OH Oyzer ymMuparh JOJITO ¥ MyYUTEIbHO, TAK MHE cKa3an CeTx.

Cresta cTucHyna 3yOsl.

— 3aueM ThI B 9710 BBsI3aIcs, Kupun?

— s TOTO, YTOOBI TH HE yMaJia, uTo 51 Iypak, KOTOPOro MOKHO MPOCTO TaK OOBECTU BOKPYT
nasnbia! — 3aopan Kupusut. — Korga Bc€ 3akoHUYMTCS, Tl BCE PaBHO OCTaHelIbcsi co MHOU. UM Torga
s yxe He Oyay ¢ TOOOW HSAHYUTHCA. . .

Cresuty noBesu 1o niecky. OHu npornum He MHOTO, HO CTenta coBceM obeccutena. Korma oHa
ynasia, Kupusut Benes xKykam-JiosiM OAHATBCS B BO3yX. [leByika Obuta 6e3 co3HaHMsI, Korjaa eé
JOCTaBWIM B MOA3eMHBIN 3aMOK CeTxa.

Cresuta OUHyJIaCh OT CTPAHHOTO OIIYIIeHUsI HeBecoMOocTH. OHa MOIIEBEeTIIach U MOHUIA, YTO
Haxogutcsl B Bofe. CrTesia OTKphUIA IJla3a M YBUJENA, YTO €€ OMYCKAIOT B MPSIMOYTOJIBHBINA Oac-
CelH ¢ TeruIor Bofoi. Ha moBepXxHOCTH BOIBI TIABAIM IIBETOUHBIE JITIECTKH, U MAXJIO YeM-TO TpH-
TopHO-caakuM. CTelia He cpasy 3aMeTHIIa, YTO B BOAY €€ MOrpyKaioT ABa OOHAXEHHBIX JO TOsica
MYKUUHBI, 2 caMa oHa Obl1a BooOIe 6e3 omexapl. CTeia 3aMeTasiach, U TYT Tiepe]l Hell BO3HUKIIA
Bact. U xoTh Teno y He€ ObUTO KeHCKoe, e€ ToioBy CTesia y3Haia cpasy.

— Yto crpscnock? TebGe HENMOBKO OBITH TOJION Tiepe padbaMu? — OHA 3alpOKWHYJIA TOJIOBY U
3acMmesinack. — He oxunana ot tebs takoro, Micuna. PaOwl, Kak 3Bepy, UX He3a4eM CTECHSITHCA. . .

— Kak 1ol Ha3Bana MeHs?..

— Tem nmeHeM, KOTOpOe Tl HOCHIIb, — bacT npuntypuia rmasa. — Heyxrto Tol Bc€ 3a0bi1a? A
AyMaJa, Thl MICKaJla My’Ka ¥ HallUIa, & BBIXOJUT, 3TO MPOBUICHUE TaK PACTIOPSIIUIIOCH. . .

— AMeH ObLT MOMM MYykKeM?

— Heckomnbko ThicsAueneTuid, — MypisikHys1a bact. — Kak 310 crpaiiiHo — He MOMHUTh cYacT/Iu-
BbI€ TOJIbI JTIOOBU U COTJIACHS.

Creuta 3aymManach.

— Iocroii, Benp Cerx yomn AmeHa. ..

— Her, — 3aimmrniena Bact. — Cerx yowm Besmmkoro Ocuprica, a BMECTO HEro MOSIBUJICS CaObIi
Y HUYTOXHBIA AMEH.

— He cmeit o HEM Tak roBopuThb! — KpukHyna Ctenna. — MHe HarieBaTh, KeM Thl MEHsT BOOO-
paswia. Ho s mo06imo AMeHa, M OH He HUYTOKECTBO.

Bact ¢pipkHysIa coBceM, Kak KOIIIKA.

— TeGe He MOHSATH, YTO 3HAYMT JIOOUTH BEJUKOTO, CMEPTHAS, — C TIPU3PEHUEM MTPOU3HECTa
Bacrt. — Byns Ocupuc npexHAM, OH He 3aMeThT Obl TeOsl, KaK IMbLJIb Y CBOUX HOT ...

Bacr cnenana 3Hak padam, u onu BeiHyM Ctesuty u3 OacceiiHa. E€ 3akyTanm B MSIrKoe MoK pbl-
BaJIO ¥ MOBEJU CJIeIoM 3a bacr.

— Tet mobuna Ocupuca, — goraganack Crema. OHa UCTIBITBIBAIOIEE TTOCMOTpEIa Ha KOIIIKY.

Bacrt o6epHysack. ['ma3a e€ BCIIBIXHY/IM 3€IEHBIM OTHEM.

— Ter mo6una Ocupuca, 51 3TO BUKY, — oBTopriia Ctenia, — U IOTOMY TOILIa YOMBaTh MEHS
— 3T0 MHe MOHATHO. Ho 3ayeM T ipuciyxkuBaeiib CeTxy — youiilie TBOETo JIOOUMOTO.

Bact B opuH nipbikok okazanack Bosne Creyutsl. JIno e€ ncka3mioch, OHa 3aMaxHyJIach Ha
Cresuty pyko# ¢ JUIMHHBIMU, TIOXOKUMU Ha KOT'TU, HOT'TSIMHU.
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— YMonKHU, cMepTHasi, He TO 51 paszepy TeOsl B KJIoUbsl, HeCMOTpsI Ha 3arper Cerxa, — OHa
ckytoHmnack K yxy Cremibl. — CJMIIIKOM MHOTHE XOTAT Tebst yOUTh COOCTBEHHOPYYHO. ..

Cnyru Bacr, Takue e, oX0Xue Ha KOIIeK, KEHIIUHBI cMa3ay Tesio CTesuisl 01aroBOHUSAMH,
ofieNu €€ B PUYIYAJIMBbIE Oeso-3010Thie ofexapl. Oneskia Obla HACTONBKO TshKesol, urto Crena
el[Ba MOIJIa JIBUTAThCS MO TSKECTHIO 30JI0Ta U KAMHEH.

Korga Crenny npuyecany v HaHECTH AUKUAN €TUNIETCKUI MaKUsIK, B KOMHATE CHOBA BO3HUKJIA
Bact. OHa KpUTHUYECKH OrJIsijieNa JeBYIIKY.

— Kak MOXHO OBITh TAaKOW XyJIOM? — COBCEM TO-YeIOBEUECKHU 3asBUIa OHA. — Tebs 4uTo, He
KOPMIIH jioMa? — OHa CBUPETIO YCTaBWIaCh Ha AeBYIIKY. — JlagHo, — Haxmypuiiack bact, — noiaém.
[MocmotpuM, Kak Tl TOHpaBuIlbes: CeTxy.

Cresuia ¢ TpyaOM MOAHMMAJIACH TTO KAMEHHBIM CTYIEHsIM TEMHOro noazeMHoro xozaa. E€ nmon-
JepKUBaJIY MO JIOKTH J1Ba pada. Bact nuta Bnepenu, Hecs dpaken. E€ rubkas ¢gpurypa 6esena B moiy-
Mpake Kopujaopa. Bnamm Osut BugeH cer. Cremuty Tpsicio. OHa yke He UCTIBIThIBAJIa CTpaxa — 3TO
ObLIO KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE MYYMTEJIbHOE YyBCTBO, CJIOBHO M3 HE€ MO HUTOYKE BBHITATMBAIMA HEPBBIL.
XOTeNnoch TONBKO OIHOTO, YTOOBI 3TO BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCh, KK YTOIHO, JIUIIIL Obl ObICTpEe.

Bacr pacnaxnyna nBepb, 1 CTesuia BOILIA B JOBOJBHO CBET/IbINA 3a1. OH ObLT HE IIUPOKUM,
HO JJTMHHBIM, TPOCTO OECKOHEYHBIM, C O4eHb BHICOKMM TIOTOJIKOM. PaObl BbIBeIM €€ B IIEHTp 3a/1a U
MOCTABUJIM NIEpe]l TPOHOM, Ha KOTOPOM BO3JIexkall cTapuk. HeMolHblid, 1peBHuil crapukat. Cree,
MoYeMy-To, cTano cMemHo. OHa ¢ TPyAOM CAEPXKUBANACh, YTOObI HE Pa3pasUThCs UCTEPUYECKUM
cmexoM. Tak 310 u ecth crpamHbii CeTx?!

— 4 mpusena e€, Cerx, — ckazana bacr.

OHa JIerko, Mo KOIIayby, MOAHSIACH 10 30JI0THIM CTYIEHSIM U YCTPOMJIACh PSIZIOM C TPOHOM.
Crapuk cmotpesn Ha CTesuty mpo3pavyHbIMU, CJIOBHO HEBUISAIIMMHU TJ1a3aMH.

— HoGpo noxarnoBars JomMoi, Micuaa. .. — MpoKpsIXTes OH.

— OHa HMYero He MOMHUT, — MPOMOoJIBIIIa bacrt.

— DT0 He BaXHO, TIOJONIN KO MHE, 51 XOUy PacCMOTpPETb TeOs. . .

Cresuty OOTOJIKHYJIM B CIIMHY, U OHA Cliejiajia HECKOJIBKO I1aroB M OCTAaHOBUJIACH Y TIOMHOKbSI
JIECTHUIIBI, Beyleit K Tpony. Teneps Cremuta 3ametwia Kupwina. OH CTOsi1 ¢ KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM
31€Ch Ke, PSAAOM C JPYTMMHU BOMHAMH.

Cresuta otBena B3risil. MexIy TeM CTapyK BHUMATEIbHO n3ydan e€ uio. OH MOAHSLIT ApoKa-
HIyI0 PYKY, HAaKJIOHWJICS Briepén u KocHysics smia Cresuisl. CTena OTCTpaHuIach.

— TwI coBcem emig auts. .. — xpurwio npousHec Cerx. — Ckonbko Tebe et?

— BocemHannare. ..

Crapuk BcrulecHya pykamu U 3axpurien. Crtesuia Mcyraaach, €i MoKasaaoch, 4To y JeayJu
MPUMAZ0K, HO OKa3aJIoCh, 4TO 3T0 CeTX Tak cMeeTcs.

— Bocemuaniars! OHa AEACTBUTEIBHO HUYETO HE IMOMHUT... — OH MOBEPHYNICS K KOIIKE. —
TotoBbes k 00psny, bacr.

— Yro BbI XOTHUTE c/ienaTh co MHOU? — cripocuia Cresuia.

— MHoro TeicsiueneTnii Tomy Hazan, Vcuaa, st Obu1 MOJION M CUJIEH, KaK OH, — CTApHK yKa3all
Ha Kupwna. — U Tora s XoTes Toro ke, 4To M OH XO4eT Terepb — o0naiath To60i. Ho Thl BHIOpasa
He MeHs1. Tol BeiOpasia Ocupuca, Moero rnpe3peHHoro opara. 5 ObLT He CIUITIKOM XOPOIIT Jisl TeOs1, —
CTapHK TSDKENO JbIaji. BUIuMo, 93T BOCHOMHHAHUS U Cefvac MPUYHMHSIN €My CTPaJaHHs Jake
cITycTs1 ThicsiuenieTust. — Ho st He MOr cMOTpeThb Ha Ballle CUacThe, U TOTA 5 PEIII B3ATh TeOs CHJION.
S youn Ocupuca u pazdpocat ero Tejo o BceMmy cBeTy. Ho 1 Torma s He cMor oBiajieTb TOOOM,
Tl cuesa. OT 3710CTU U oTYasiHus s Bo3Bpatwi ayx Ocupuca u3 napctBa MEPTBBIX. S CTEp emy
MaMsTh, CIIEJIaB ero CBOMM paboM. OH 100BIBAT SHEPTUIO 3BE3]1, YTOOBI MOJICPKUBATH MOIO KU3Hb.

— Ho nouemy xe 1ol Tepsiens cuny? — He noHstia Crena.
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— ITotomy 4TO, KaKk ckas3aJsl TBOH ApyXOK AHYOHC, 51 3aHMMaI0 1yxoe Mecto. Mecto Ocupuca.
Ho ceronns st Bc€ M3MEHI0, — CTAPUK MOJHSUICS, TOMIATHIBAsCh HA CBOMX claObix Horax. — CeromHs
s COMBIOCH C TOOOM, M Th, Vicnza, BepHENI, MHE MOIO BEUHYIO JKU3Hb.

Cerx, onmupasch Ha MOCOX, TOKOBBUIST 10 CTeIThL.

— Tebst moMoranock CTONBKO MYXXUYKMH, HO HY OMH He OBJIaJIeN TOOOM, — OH yeMexHyJcs. — OHu,
JOJDKHO OBITh, Metany apyr apyry. Ho Gmarogaps sTomy, Th JOILIA 10 MEHS YUCTOW U HETPOHYTOM,
Y TBOSI HEBMHHAS KPOBb JaCT MHE KU3Hb.

Cresuta HEBOJILHO COIIPOTHYJIACh OT OTBpaiieHusi. Ho oHa HerpaBuIIbHO UCTOJIKOBAJIa HaMepe-
Hust Cerxa. YOKHYTHIN CTapyK, OKa3blBa€TCs, COBCEM Jpyroe umeln B Buay. Psgom ¢ Cerxom BO3-
HUKI1a bacr, B pykax e€ Obu1 3010TOM MOJHOC, a Ha MoAHOCe KuHkaul. CTesuia He ycriesna OOMHHTBCS,
Kak J1IBoe paOoB CXKaju Kele3HBIMU TUCKaMU e€ pykd U 1ieud. Tenepp CTenia He MOIJIa TOIIeBe-
JIUTHCA.

Cetx 3aKpblI I71a3a, TYOBI €ro MIeNTaIN YTO-TO Ha ApeBHeeruneTckoM. Ot BonmHenus Crena
HE MorJ1a pa3o0paTh CJIOB, XOTs TeNlepb, HABEPHOE, MOHsLIA Obl, O YEM IUIa peyb.

Cerx HaOpas MOJHYIO TPk BO3yXa, pa3MaxHYJICs U MOJOCHYJ HOKOM cede 1o pyke. Ctena
HEBOJILHO B3/1porHysia. OHa CMOTpesia Ha TOHKOE JKMJIMCTOE 3aMsICThe CTapUKa M C YAUBJIEHHEM 3aMe-
THJIA, YTO U3 €r0 paHbl He TIOTEKJIa KPOBb — B €r0 BEHAX CBETUJIACh TOMIyOOBATHIM CHSIHUEM 3BE3[-
Has nbuth. Torma Cetx B3s1 pyky Cresusl u 3amaxHyscs KurxkaioM. Cresuia 3aKpuyana, 3a01iach
B JKEJIE3HbIX PYKax CIYT.

— Tumre. .. Tumre, — mpommnen cTapuk. — 5 ToapKO 3a0Mpal0 TBOW BEUHYIO, OOKECTBEHHYIO
Ay1Iy, a TeJo mycTh 3a0upaet oH. — CeTx kuBHYN Ha Kupwuina. — [lyma emy HUKora He Oblia HyKHA.

Cerx pe3Ko MOJIOCHY/T KMHXalIoM 1o e€ 3ansicteio. Creiia 3akpuvaina. KpoBb OpbI3HYyIa BO
Bce CTOpPOHBI, HO CeTX TOPOIUIMBO MpHKall e€ 3amscThe K cBoeMy. CTeia yBuaenaa, Kak KpoBb U3
e€ BeHbI NepeTeKkaeT B BeHbl CeTxa.

— OcranoBuch! — 310 ObLT rOsIOc AMeHa. — OtiyctH e€ CeTx, ec/ii XOUelllb KHTh.

— Ocwupuc, — nporrnen Cerx.

AMeH CTOsIT y 30JI0TBIX BOPOT, ¥ YEPHOTO ILIalia yxke He Obiio Ha HEM. OH ObLT Oe30pyKeH,
HO TeJIO U JIUIIO €r0 CBETUJIOCh (pochOPUIECKUM CHSTHUEM 3BE3IHOM IMbUIH, a T71a3a TOPEJU THEBHO.

— Ha, st Ocupuc, — mpousnéc AmeH. — 9 Buxy 1e0s1, 1 51 Bc€ BcnoMHMIL. A Thl Opat moit, Cetx. B
KOTO ThI [IPEBPATUJICS, B )KAJIKOTO BaMITMpa, KOTOPBIX MBET KPOBb HECYACTHOM cMepTHOM. Ha ckosbko
teOe e€ xBarut? [1o HOBOro nepepoxaeHus?

Cerx HuYEro He OTBETWJI. AMEH MOJUIeTell, KaK BUXPb, U €ro yaap Obul, Kak MoiHus. Cerx
OTJIETeJI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO TpsAMUYHast KykJia. Padsr camu otmyctinm Cteuty 1 OpOCHIIUCh B pa3HbIe
CTOPOHBL. AMEH MOAXBATHII €€.

— IIpoct MeHs, — nporentan oH. — [Ipocru. ..

Ho Ha Hero yxe nuto 6ecuncienHoe Boricko Cerxa. AMeH orisiHyJIcs v yBuien ux. OH OmycTHI
Crety y KaMeHHOM CTEHBI, a caM CJIeTKa CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, PUHYJICS B OOM.

Crenna B yxace 3abuiach B yroj. OHa 3a)xuMalia pyKoi KpoBOTOYAIIIee 3arsCThe U MEJJICHHO
Tepsuia co3Hanue. Cteuia BUesa TOJIbKO OOPBIBKU BEJTMKOTo 0051, KOTJa OrpOMHBIE MOTYMIIA TyH0-
BUIIl 1 MOHCTPOB, KOTOPBIE MOXET MOPOIUTH TOJBKO BOCTIAIIEHHOE Oe3yMUeM CO3HAHUE, JIABUHOM
T Ha AMEeHa, a OH OTOMBAJI X HeueJIoBeuecKMH yaapamu. OHYM BO3HUKAJIM U3 BO31yXa, MOSIBIIS-
JIMCh W3 CTEH, OHU HANaJaiy JeCATKaMH OIHOBPEMEHHO. AMEH BECh CBETHJICSI OT 3BE3IHOM MBUIH,
KOTOpOH ObLT nponuTaH. M 6JeHOe JIUII0 ero OT HANpsKEHHsI CTaIo KAMEHHBIM.

Cpenu Hanagatonmx Creuia Bugena u Kupwina. OH ckumasl B pykax Med M ¢ OCTepBeHe-
HHUEM pBajics B O0u... CKpexeT, KpUKM paHeHbIX. MOHCTPBI pa3jieTaanch OT yaapoB AMeHa BO BCe
CTOPOHBI, HO Ha MX MECTO CTaHOBWJIMCh HOBbIe. AMEH Jpajics, Kak 3Bepb. CTense Ka3aaoch, 4To
3yObl, KOTT U MEUYM He OCTaBJIsLTM Ha HEM ciieqa. OH ObuT Oe30pyKHBIM, HO CUJIA, TASIIAsACSA B HEM
HECKOJIbKO TBICSIUENICTUH, Tereph BhIpBasiach Hapyxy. OT ero yaapoB TPECKaJMCh CTEHbI, OH pa3phbl-
BaJI Ha YaCTU TeX TBapew, KOTOpble ObLIM HACTOIBKO HEOCTOPOKHBI M MOAXOAMIM Om3Ko. Hactymmn
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MOMEHT, Korja Bcsi CeTxoBa HEUMCTh B 3aMEIaTeNIbCTBE OCTAHOBIIIACH TIepe]] Pa3bsipEHHBIM AMe-
HOM.

— Bnepén! Briepén, Tpychl! — 310 Kpruan CeTx, 1 TOJIoC €ro y:ke He Apokal, Kak Mmpexk/e.

Creinna yBuzena ero. OH npsitajcs 3a CliiHAMK BOMHOB BO3Jie cBoero TpoHa. Kpokoausoroso-
Bble 0e300pa3Hble TBAPH, TUTAHTCKHE CKOPITUOHBI C YEJIOBEYECKUMHU OJICJHBIMU JIUIIAMH, OTPOMHBIE
3MeU U yiMa MPOYMX YyJOBHUII] C HOBOW CHJION CTaJIM aTakOBaTh AMEHa.

— Crenna, yxonu! Yxonu! — 3akpuyain oH. AMEH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO TEPSIET CUJIBIL.

Cresuia rmomsITanach NOTHATHCS.

— Hepxure e€! — 3aopan Cerx.

U B 1y xe MunyTy CTesuty cXBaTWiv Kpernkue pyku. VX xBarka Oblia sxene3Hou, Ho Cresuia
BCE ené MmpITanach BeIpBaThesl. Pagom okazancs Cerx. Pyku ero Tpsiciucs, ria3a Obutd 11BeTa pyoOuHa,
KaK y BamMIupa.

— Pyky, pyKy, — curen oH.

Creita, Kak Moria, CONpOTUBIIACh, HO CeTXy ynanoch CHOBA MPUXKaTh €€ KpOBOTOUAIllee
3amsCThe K CBOEH pyke. AMEH yBUJIEN 3TO.

— He cmeit, o1, exuHa! — OH B371eTEN, pa3MeTaB BO BCE CTOPOHBI HAMAIAIOIINX.

AwmeHn cxBatui CeTxa 3a rop/io ¥ BbICOKO MOAHST HaJ 3eM€id. CeTx mbITajics pas3karh pyKu
AMeHa, HO eMy He XBaTWJIO CHJL.

— Iocox... [Tocox... — Xxpunen oH.

Cresuta He cpasy MOHs1JIa, 0 YeM OH TOBOpHJI, HO bacTt nmonsiia ero. OHa BRIHBIPHYJIA M3-32 TPOHA,
e CKpbIBaJlach BO BpeMs 0051, v cxBaTwia mocox Cerxa, crosmii psagoM. CeTx yxke He B, ero
uLo crayo cuHUM. CTesla OTBEpHYJIACh U MOITOMY HE 3aMeTua, Kak bact MeTHysa nocox. AMeH
BCKpUKHYJ1. CTela MoBepHyIach U yBUENIA, YTO 30510TOM Nocox CeTrxa mpoOwI ero rpyb HACKBO3b.
Pyka Amena pazxaiach, u Cerx ynas Ha nos psigoM co Cresiond. Co3Hanue e€ nomytusiocs. [ocnen-
Hee, uTo yBujena Cresuia, Kak AMEH ynaj, U Ha Hero HaBaJMJIOCh TO MOMYMIIE MEP3KUX TBapei.
Cremna 3akpryania. OHa XoTesa K Hemy JAOUTH. .. JIOTIOJI3TU, HO €€ CO3HAHUE OTKJIIOUUIIOCH. ..

Cresuta oTkpbUIa ma3a. B 3ane 6bu10 THX0. OHa Jiekasia Ha CTyMHEHsIX BO3Jie TPOHA, U KPOBb
U3 e€ pyKH Mo-TpexkHeMy rneperekaia B BeHbl Cerxa. TouHee, yxke He TeKJia, a Kanaja TsSKEIbIMU
karisimu. CeTx nonysexan Ha TpoHe U ctoHal. Ho Crenna 3ameruiia, 4To JIMIO €10 NOCBEXENO, U
OH y’Ke He BBIIJIAJE] TAKMUM APSIXJIbIM CTapIeM, KaK paHblIIle.

— To1, ounynack, Ucupaa, — nmpoxpurnen oH. — Toraa B3MIsiHU HA cBoero criacuteds. S mpubepéer
¢unan storo geiicTBa st T€0s.

Cresuta ¢ TpyJOM NOBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY, KpeNKue pyku paOoB He JaBaju eil ABUHYThcsl. OHa yBU-
nena AMeHa — ero pykd ObLIM ITPUKOBAHbI LIETISIMU K CTEeHe, a Tpyab npoH3ui nocox Cerxa. ['onosa
AwmeHa OblJTa OmyIlieHa, ¥ MeJHbIe BOJIOCHI CKpbIBasM ero Jyimmno. Cresa 3akpuyaia. OHa 3a0uiach
B pykax paOoB M BHe3aIrtHO BeIpBajach. OHa OpOCHIIach K TPOHY M BLEMWJIACH HOITSIMHU B ITOMOJIO-
nesmiee o Cerxa. Ho oH orronknyn Creuty, 1 oHa KyOapeMm ciierenia co cryrneneit Tpona. Cerx
CITyCTHJICSl ¥ TIepeliarHys yepe3 He€. Ternepb OH BBINIsAEN, KAaK KPEMKUN COPOKAJIETHUI MYKYMHA.
Cetx npubaM3uics K AMeHy.

— OH xuB, — Cerx oOpamacs k Cremute. — Ho b 1o Tex mop, MoKa 1mocox TOPYUT B €ro
rpyau. Kak tonbko s BbIHY nocox, Ocupuca He ctaHeT. Tenepb yxke HaCOBCEM.

— He nano, — npoxpurnena Crenna. OHa nbiTajgach MOAHATHCS, HO CHJI XBaTUJIO TOJIBKO BCTaTh
Ha KosieHu. — He Hano ero youBath. Yoeite MeHs. .. MeHs. ..

— Te6s1 MHe yOuBaTh HU K UueMy, — roskai riedamu Cerx. — 5 B3s1, 4TO XOTeJI, TBOIO BEYHOCTb,
a TBOsI CMEepTHAsl JKM3Hb MHE He HyxHa. S1 obemian otnars Te0s1 eMy, — OH KuBHYJ Ha Kupuiuia. —
U s caepxy obemanue.

B stor mur Amen noausit smno. Creuia yBUzena ero riasa, MojHble OECKOHEUHOTO CTpajia-
Hust. OH cMoTpen Ha CTellTy, CJIOBHO XOTeJT 3alIOMHUTh KaXkKAyl0 YEPTOUKY e€ jiniia, (purypsl. AMeH
MPOIIAJICS.
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— He nagno... — npomentana Cresa.

— Ycnokoiicst, — mpousnéc Cerx. — Henb3s youtsb Toro, KTo ¥ Tak MEPTB. Ero yxe naBHO HeT.
U xpome Tebs1, €ro HUKTO U3 CMEPTHBIX He BUAUT. OH IyX, KOTOPOTO s CAENAN MOYTH HACTOSIIINM,
YTOOBI OH HE CMOT TEePEePOIUTLCS M MPUNTH KO MHE B HOBOM BOIUIOIIEHUH. Thl, CMEPTHBIN, — OH
oopatwics k Kuputy. — Thl e xoten oromctuth? [porry. ..

OHn xecroM mpuriacwi Kupwina, © TOT, MMHOBaB 30JI0Thle CTYIEHH JIECTHHIIBI, TOMIEN K
AMeny.

— Kupwn, ve Hago! — 3akpuuana Crenna. — OH Beap HU4ero tebe He caenain... He Hago.

Kupusn nosepuyn k Cresuie uio. [maza ero 6puti abcomoTHO YepHbpMU. OH MOJTYa TOAOMIET
K AMEHY U PHIBKOM BBIJEPHYJI ITOCOX U3 €r0 Irpyau. AMEH B3POTHYJI, HO HEe U3/JaJl HU 3BYKA.

— Crenna, — mporienTaiu ero ryosl, u... Ero ve crano. OH ucues, pacrasii, Kak AbIMKA.

Creuta yxe He Moria KpudaTtb. OHa Bujena npuomkaorerocsi Kupumna. OH nogHsn e€ ¢
rosia v B3s11 Ha pyku. CTesiia CJIOBHO OrJ1oxJia. Bech Mup cTast BATHBIM, KAKMM-TO MSTKUM U TATYYUM
onHoBpeMeHHo. Teso e€ He ciymanock. Eii kazanock, yTo 3akoHumIcs Bo3ayx. HaBepHoe, 310 1 ecTb
CMEpTh. ..

Ho uto-T0 m3menmnock. Creia He cpa3y MOHsIa YTO, KOrJa BOCIIOMUHAHMWSI HAXJIBIHYJIM Ha
He€, Kak JaBuHa. B OHO MrHOBEHbE: U THICSIUYENIETHE CYACTIMBOM KU3HU C AMEHOM, O KOTOPO¥ T'OBO-
puia bact, U ero HexXHble pyKH, U BOJIOCHI, B KOTOPBIE OHA TaK JIIOOWJIM 3apbIBATHCS JIUIIOM, U UX
YIOTHBII JIOM, ¥ TIONyMpak crajibHu. CTesla BCIOMHMIA BCE OIIYIIEHHs, YyBCTBA M OOJIb yTPAaThI
TOT/1a, KOT/Ia €ro yOWJIH, a TeJI0 pa3MeTau MO CBETY, U He ObLIO Jae MOTHIIBL, BO3JIE KOTOPOM MOKHO
ObLT0 moruiakare. M ceifuac, korga BOCIOMHUHAHKE O HEM, €ro AyX pa3opBaji B KJIOUBSI. ..

Crenna orronknyina Kupuina. Ona yxe Obi1a naoM. Co3nanue Mcuabl mpoOyauio B Hell CHITY.
Kupusut nonsatuiics ot He€ B cTpaxe.

— Bynp ThI IpokJIAT, YoUuiina, — oruekanuia Cresa.

Ona omyTiia kap B JaJoHAX — 3T0 Obuta cuia. Crenna, Tounee Mcuna, ofHUM ABMKEHUEM
pasHecia BApeOe3ry TpOH M COKPYIIINIIA CTEHBI, U BCSI HEUHCTB, YIIEJIEBIas MOCTIe CXBATKU C AMEHOM,
Terepb, MoJIeryIa Moy 00JIOMKaMu. BhIIo oCTaTOYHO B3Maxa pyKd, U KAMHU B3JIETAIM B BO3YX, KaK
MIECYMHKHU OT NopbiBa BeTpa. CTesuia He Bujiena TeX, Ybel MOIMJION CTaId PyUHbI 3TOro 3aMKa. Criéspl
3aCTUJIANM i I71a3a, HO OHa YNpPsIMO JIBUTaslach BIEpEN, MbiTasich oThickaTh CeTxa. Y oH mosiBUiICS.
OH cawm Bbiien et Ha Bctpedy. Tenepb CeTx nmpuHsiT 00nnybe 1akaja, CBoé UCTUHHOE o0mube. OH
TMIepeTphIrHYIT Yepe3 3aBajibl U ocTaHoBuiIcs repesa Cremnoit. Cerx Obi1 orpoMeH. OH CKaTHIT 3yObl
u Hactynait. Creia nomsiTuiIach.

— He Bcé tak npocro, Mcupa. .. — makas 3apbryal.

Cresuta B3MaxHy/1a pyKOHW, M TMI'AaHTCKasl IIbI0A yAapuiach O €ro TOJOBY M pasiieresiach Ha
kycku. [llakan naxe He MOMmATHYJICS.

— 310 He TBOs OMTBa, Mcuaa... — CeTx Top:KeCcTBOBAJ.

BueszanHo 3a ciivHo# y CTelTbl pacliaXHYJIMCh BOPOTA, M B 31 BJIETEJ COKOJI. DTO ObLT OOJIBIIION
COKOJI, 3HAYUTEIIHHO OOJIbIIIe JII0OOH Jpyro NTUIbl. I 0JIOBY ero BeH4asa 30J0Tasi KOpoHa.

— 910 Mos1 6uTBa, CeTx! — KPUKHYJ OH M HAOPOCHJICS HA IIaKaJa.

3aBs3anace 6utsa. Cresia oTcrynuia B pactepssHHocTH. [llakan pean 3ydamul KpbUTbsi ITUIIB,
HO COKOJ He craBajicsi. OH BNMBAJICS KOTTSIMH B CIMHY IAKayia v OWJI €ro OrpOMHBIM KJIIOBOM B
rosioBy. OHU KayaJich, KPOBABbIM KJIYOKOM CLIEMMBIIKCH MeXIy coOoit. CTelia yxke He Moriia paso-
Opartb, rae mepcTh, a riae nepbs. [lakan O6put IBHO ciiadee, U HACTYIHMJI MOMEHT, KOTIJIa Moclie o4e-
PEIHON CXBATKU OH YK€ He CMOT MOJHSTHCS.

Cokon B3JIeTes1 BHICOKO, TIOKA €r0 KPbUIbsi KOCHYJIMCH MOTONKA. Toraa oH KaMHeM OpocHJICS
BHU3 M HAHEC TIOCJICIHUN yAap IIaKaly B TOJOBY. ..

[Takan jexan HeroABMKHO, a COKOJI OIMYCTHUJICS B CTOPOHE M CeJl Ha pa3BajMHbl. OH ObLT BeCh
M3paHEeH.

Crena Bujiena, Kak Iakaia MeaieHHo rpeBparnaercs B Cerxa. Y CeTx ObL1 MEPTB.
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— Konern, — nmpon3HeéC KT0-TO MO3au.

Crena o0epHyIach — psAAOM CTOsT AHYOWC.

— Mapk, — npomentana Creuia U YTKHYJIach JUIIOM B €ro nmymucryio mew. — Beg€... Ero
OOJIbIIIe HET.

— Tume, Mcuna, He 11aub — OH YABIOHYIICS. — Thl TOMKHA MO3/IPaBUTh IOOEAUTENS.

Cresuta B HEJOyMEHUH MTOCMOTpesia Ha AHyOuca.

— Kt0 3712 niTuma?

— Tsoii ceiH ['op. Benp 1o nerenze, oH yous yOUidily CBOEro OTIIa.

Cresuta MeIIeHHO MPUOIM3UIIACh K COKOJTY, M OH MOBEPHYJI K HEl TOJIOBY.

— TbI MO CBIH? — pacTepsiHO CITPOCHUJIA OHA.

Cokon pacnpaBuil OKPOBaBJIEHHOE KPbLIO.

— 51 6bL1 UM panble, — OTBETHI OH. — §I 3T0 Bcmomuwmil. Ho Tl Tora Oblia pyroii u oTer. . .

Cokor cietesnt ¢ KaMHsl, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIEN, ¥ OIYCTUICS Ha 3emutio psiioM co Cresutoit. Bapyr
OH cTaJl MeHATbcs. Ero onepeHue rcyesano, CMEHACh YEJOBEYECKUM TEJIOM, KOTOPOE TIOKPBIBAIN
panbl U cuHsAKU. OH MoBepHyJ rosoy, U Crenia oHeMena OT HeoxugaHHOCcTH. Ha He€ cmotpen
Awnnpeit. E€ manenbkuit Opatuiika. Ero Jumo u pyku ObLIM U3paHEHBI, OH TSIKEJIO JbIIIall.

— Kak xe tax... Anapromika? — npowenrana Cresuia.

— Bcé mytém, cectpéHka, — AHIpel 3axal pyKol paHy Ha rjiede. — AHyOUC OOBSICHUT, UTO B
Ka/IOM CJIEAYIOIIEM MEPEBOIIOIEHUH Mbl OKPYKEHbI OTHUMH M TEMU ke JoapMu. Bot Tak, cect-
péuka. Tak yTo B clieqyIoIIel KU3HU 5, BO3MOXKHO, CTaHY TBOMM MYKeM. — AH/per yIbIOHYICS. —
lyuy. [Ja ThI He Oo¥ics, MHE a)ke MOHPABUIOCh, Kpy4de BCSIKOM Urpbl. IlocToit. .. — AHapel BHUMa-
TEJIbHO CMOTpeJ cecTpe B JnIo. — Ero, 4to Bcé-Taku younmn? IToro peikero, Kak ero... S onosman,
na?l..

Crenna oOHs1a Opara.

— Thl HE BUHOBAT. ..

Omna noBepHyJ1ach Kk AHyOucCy.

— Iocroii, AHyOHC, THI K€ IJIABHBINA B TIOTYCTOPOHHeM Mupe. — CTeiia ¢ HaJekI0i cMoTpea
Ha HEero. — MOXeT Thl. ..

AnHyOuC IOKayas roioBoOi.

— 41 GeccunieH. §1 Mory BepHYTb €ro AyIiy, HO TeJIO €ro UCTJIENO THICSUM JIeT Ha3a. .. [Ipunércs
KJATh CJAETYIOLIEro NepepokICHUS.

Creina 3axajna poT pyKaMu, 9TOObI He 3aKpHYaTh.

— Torna 3a6epu 1 MOIO Ay1ly. .. — poXpuIiena oHa. — 1 He xouy kuTb 0e3 Hero. .. [ToxanyiicTa.

AnHyOuC IOKayas roioBoOi.

— Her, Cresa, Tak HeJIb34, TH JOJDKHA. . .

Ero nepe6un Anapeit:

— Cremna, Anyouc, cmorpure. .. Kupu.

OH nexan Ha CIMHE, U OTPOMHBIN KYCOK CTEHBI IPOJIOMUIT eMy rpyab. OH yxe He Opllal.
Creinna B oueneHeHur cMotpesnia Ha Kupuiia. Bapyr oHa clioBHO OuHYJIach.

— Mapk, — Cremnna cxBatuina AHyOuca 3a pyky. — Bepuu... Bepau xots Obl ero, ero aymry. Tbi
€ CMOKElIb UCLIEIUTh TEJIO. . .

— OH youn AmeHa, — HAOMHII AHYOHC.

— OH He Beja, YTo TBOPUIL, — CJIE3BI TeKJIU 1O Ly CTesibl, — 1 BAHOBATa, YTO OH BBSA3AJICS
B 3TO... DTO Mos BUHa. Vcuienu ero, Tl ke MOXEIllb, 5 3HAIO. ..

— Her, on He eruntsuuH, Cremna, — AHyOUC pa3Ben pykamu, — He s Bejalo ero aymoi. OH
yKe MEPTB.

Creiia MEUIEHHO OITyCTUJIACh Ha KOJIEHW U 3aKpbula JMLO pykamu. [locieqHue cuiibl MOKu-
namu e€. Tenephb el ObLIO TSKETIO JIaXKe JBIIIATD.

— CmepTb. .. — npowenTana oHa. — CMepTh NOBCIOAY ... BeccMbICTIEHHBIE KEPTBHI. . .
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Pyka Anybwuca sieryia Ha e€ roJioBy.

— 41 mor GbI TeOe UTO-TO MpeIoXuTh, CTesia, HO BPSJL JIU ThI COTTIACHIILCS. — AHYOHC TOKaT
ieyamu. — §l Mory BepHyTh Aynry AMeHa-OcHpuca B CMEPTHOE TeJIO ero yOMMIIH. . .

Cresia nozpHsJIa Ha HETO IJ1a3a.

— ThbI MOXeIIb 3TO clenaTh?

— Jla, HO 51 He 3Hal0, YTO U3 3TOrO BhHIMJET. §l He 3Hal, KeM OH CTaHeT. 1 HUKOr/a Takoro He
aenan, Ho paau 1eds. .. Mcuna.

Crena He 3HaJIa, MOXET JIM OHA CelYac MBICIIUTh 3[[paBO U CMEeT JIM OHA BOOOIIEe TPUHUMATh
Takue perieHus. HapepHoe, Hy’)KHO ObLJIO OCTaBUTh BCE, KaK €CTh, MEPTBBIX OCTABUTh MEPTBHIM U
CaMoO# yMepeTh B 3TOM KaMEHHOM MEIIIKE.

Ho Crenna Tak ve morna. Ona mo0wia AMeHa, 1 KeJlaHue BEpHYTh €ro, Kak yrogHoO, Jake B
BUJIE IIBETKa Ha MOJIOKOHHUKE, ObUT0 orpoMHBbIM. Kyia 6osibiiie 3apaBoro cMpicia. U motom, Kupu.
[TycTs OH mocTynuiI NOAJIO, HO BE/lb €MY TOJIbKO BOCEMHaALaTh. OH MOJIOA, TOpsAY U IVIYII. ..

Creiia CTUCHYJ/IA TOJIOBY PYKaMH. ..

— Pemaii ckopee, Ucuna, — Toport Anyouc, — y Hac HeT BpemeHu. [lyriia Ocupuca Ha rpaHuiie
C BEYHOCTBIO. 5 HE CMOTY €€ BEpHYTb. ..

Cresuia Kycasia ryOsbl, e€ TpsIClo, Kak B IIPUIaJIKe:

— To ectb, TH He 3Haelb, KTO U3 Tpoux — Ocupuc, AMeH, wiv Kupuin Bo3poasrcs B ToM
Tesne?

— 51 He 3Ha10, KaKO pe3yJIbTaT JacT Takoe cMmelenue, CTea, — OH 3aKpbUl [J1a3a, MPUCITYIIH-
Basich K 4yeMy-T1o. — Ckopee. .. Pemaiics!

— 41 He Mory ero orsTh MOTepPATh, AHYOHC, CITBIIIHUIID. .. — CTeJIa BIENWIach PyKaMu B OICK Ty
Anyo6uca. — Xoporo... Xopomo... f1 cornacHa. [IycTs XOTb KTO-TO U3 HUX OyZET KHUTb. ..

AHyOUC BCKMHYJ PYKY K HeOy U BBIKPHKHYJI KaKOe-TO CJIOBO. B ero pyke BO3HHKIIa romydas
cepa, moxoxkasi Ha Karutio Bofpl. 1o Obuta aymma. Takas ManeHpkas. .. CTesuia ToJbKO ceiiyac 0co-
3HaJa, YTO 3TO M €CTh AMeH, BeCh OH — e€ JIIOMMBIA. Hu phikue BOIOCH, HU YroJibHBIE I71a3a, HU
HEXHBIE TIOLEJIYH, a 9Ta KpoLIeuHas Karulsd BEYHOCTU. BC€ ocrasibHOE cTasno He BaxkHO. BoTr oHa —
KPYIMHUIIA €ro KU3HU, OH CaM. ..

Crenna B OlEIEHEHUU CMOTpesia, Kak AHYOHUC OTHOM PYKOH OTOPOCHJI TMTaHTCKYIO TIIBIOY C
Tera Kupwiia v IpusioXkui pyKy K ero Tpyau, Kak ObICTPO CpacTajych MOJ €ro JaAOHbI0 pacTpo-
ieHHble KocTu. [ToToMm AHYOHUC OIMyCTHII IPYTYIO PYKY C TOJMyOOBATOM Kariel U BIOKWI €€ B IPpyib
Kupunia. Kupuiin B3oporaysn v 3aapliait.

Cremuta Opocuiachk K HEMy, OHa CXBaTWJIA €rO 3a PYKy M BAPYT IOHsJIa, YTO HE 3HaeT, Kak
Mo3Bath ero. Ero numo — ObUIo JIMIIOM OJHOTO, a ayina — aymou apyroro. Cresuia 3actoHana. OnHa
OTHPsIHYJIa OT HETO B y:Kace.

— Crenna, He HafIO. .. — KpUKHYJ AHYOWHC.

Ho ona yxe He cablnana ero. Cresia ynana Ha KaMEHHBIE IJIUTHI PAJIOM C MEPTBBIM TEJIOM
Cerxa.

[pomuto BoceMpb MecsilieB ¢ Toro AHs, kKak Crema npuiuia B cebs B najiate MHTEHCUBHOM
teparuu B Kavpe. E€ oprann3m ObLT UCTOIIEH IO KPAWHOCTH, 2 HEPBHASI CHICTeMa ITPOCTO TOBEpryia B
yXkac Bcex Bpaueil. Uepes HeJiesTio yCUJIEHHOT O JIEYEeHU 1, CTapaHusl JOKTOPOB Jauiu pe3yJbrar. Cresia
Hayasjia cCaMOCTOSITENILHO €CTh, a He Yepe3 TpyOOuKy, U 3aroBOpUJIa.

Mama Cresutbl, He CMOTPS Ha HETIEpEeHOCUMOCTh TepesieToB, puobuia B Erumner, koraa y3Hana,
YTO 32 HECUACThE CTPSICIIOCH C TOUKOM.

Bepcuto 0 Tom, 4TO MPOU3OIILIO, TPUAYMA ¥ U3JIOKIIT AHApeir. EMy ciokHO 0TKa3aTh B 1300-
PEeTaTeNbHOCTH, TaK KaK POAUTEIH, He MOPINACh, MPOIIOTHIHN Oaiiky o ccope Kupuia u Crembl, o
HEoOyMaHHOM MOe3]Ke Ha TaKCH M HeCYacTHOM ciiydae. M o Herozsie Takcucte, KOTOPBIA OCTaBUI
UX TIOCPeH TOPOTH, a caM CMbUICS. Bepcus Oblia XuiIeHbKast, HO AHAPEN CChUIAJICS HA YaCTUIHYIO
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MOTEPIO MAMSITH, Be/lb OH TOXe MocTpaaai. ViIMeHHo a7 mpaBIononoOHOCTH AHYOUC He CTajl 3aJie-
ynBaTh O0eBble paHbl AHIpest (AHIpel Obl1 3ToMy paj. OH ropansIcsi CBOMMH PaHEHUsIMU). AHYOUC
MIepeHEC BCeX TPOMX Ha II0CCe, HeIAIeKO OT TOpPOJia, ¥ CaM BbI3BAJ Bpadel 1o MOOUIbHOMY AHJIpes..

Henemo cnycrst Crelna cMoria XoAuTh M, HAKOHeII, oopasiack 10 nanatel Kupusa. Tounee,
Cresuta He Ha3piBaJIa ero Tak. OHa BooOIe HUKaK ero He HazpiBaia. Ho korpa Crea crosiia, npu-
CJIOHMBIINCH K IBEPHOMY KOCSIKY M CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, CIISIIEero CTpaHHbIM OECKOHEYHBIM CHOM, OHa
MOKJISIIACh camMol ceOe, 4TO HUKOIIA HE OCTABUT €ro, keM Obl OH HM ObUI. Eciu naxke OoH craHer
MOHCTpPOM, youiitiei mim cymacienmmm. OHa Bc€ paBHO OyzeT ¢ HUM psiioM. [loToMy, 4TO 4yBCTBO
BUHBI B €€ AyHaie Tericpb 6]:»UIO 6OHI>I_HC BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX YYBCTB U OHlyH_[eHI/IIL/'I.

Kupuna nepese3snu B 60bHHILY poIHOro roposa. OH jiexas B OTIeIbHOM MajiaTe U MPOIoKa
crath. Ero cocrosinvie Hesnb3s1 ObLIO Ha3BaTh KOMOW. IHOTIa OH Jiekall ¢ OTKPBIThIMU azamu. Ero
I71a3a TaKk U OCTAJIMCh YTOJIBHO-YEPHBIMHU, KaK HAlOMHUHAHME O TMepeHecEHHOM Kommape. OH Mor
TIOIIEBEJIUTHCS] U TIOBEPHYTh rosioBy. Ho Huvero He Buzaen u He ciplman. OH CJIOBHO NepeObBall B
nHOM Mupe. OH BHUJIEI YTO-TO CBOE, HeAOCTYyIMHOe ApyruM. MHoraa Ha ero rydax CKOJIb3WIIa YabOKa.
Bpauu He 1aBai HUKaKUX IIPOTHO30B, MPOCTO HAOJIOIAIM 32 STUM UHTEPECHBIM (C X TOYKHU 3PSHUS)
SIBJICHUEM.

[én nepaToiil mecsn cHa. Bee€ aTo Bpemst Cresuia HEOTCTYITHO JIekKypuia y ero kpoatu. OHa
cama ObLJ1a erié coBceM cllaboid, HO HAOTpe3 OTKAa3aIach OTAOXHYTh U MOOBITH Joma. Cpa3sy ¢ camonéra
oHa roexana ¢ Kupuiiom B OOJIBHUITY U TaM M OCTAJIach.

Cresute OBbLIO 371ECh XOPOIIIO ¥ COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh BBIXOIUTh BO BHEITHUM CyeTHBIH Mup. OHa
ynrtana Kupuiuly KHArH, pacckassiBasia O Morojie 3a okHom. Mim Momua pucoBana, cusisi psaoM ¢
€ro KpoBaThIo.

Cresuta MOrJIa YacaMy CMOTPETb B €T0 JIIO, OXuaast ABrkeHnsi. OHa HACTOJBKO MPUBBIKJIA K
€ro JIMILY, YTO U3peaKa, INIsias B 3epKajo, B3aparuBaia. Eil ka3aaock, 4To U TaM JIOIkKeH ObITh OH.

Jlio6una ma Cresuta Kupusuia B 3tu fonrue AeBATh MecsilieB, OHa He 3Hana. OHa xkJana u 60osi-
Jack ero npoOyxaeHus. Bc€ camoe moporoe ceifuac ObLIO B 3TOM Telle, TIOITOMY M TEJIO CTaNO e
6eckoHeyHo JoporuM. Kak Math pebEHKa, cepiiie KOTOPOro nepecaauiv Jpyromy, HoToMy, 9To ero
CaMoro yxe Hellb3s1 ObUIO CMACTH, TIOTEPSIB CBOE UTS, C TPENETOM OTHOCUTCS K TOMY, Uy:KOMY, B
TeJie KOTOpPOro ocTajack yacTh €€ maibima. Tak 1 Cresuia. OHa yxe He MoIia pa3feinuTh AMeHa u
Kupwiina — oHu cpociuck B eiMHOE 1ieJioe, OeCKOHeYHO fnoporoe ajis Heé nmorsaTtre. M Crenna, He
pa3myMmbiBasi, oTaa1a Obl JKM3Hb 32 HErO WM 32 HUX...

Cresuta 3anpermia oOpe3arh ero OTpOCIIMe 10 CaMBIX I1ed BOJOchl. Eif HpaBuioch pacyéchl-
BaTb 3TH T'yCThle, TEMHBIE TTpsiau. CTelIa yMbIBajia ero JIMIO BIAKHOM I'yOKOM, M KOT/Ia OH OTKPbIBA
71232, MOJIONTY CMOTpesia B MX HEMPOXOAUMYIO TEMHOTY... [loka He HauMHaIa KPYKUThCS TOJIOBA.
['maza — 3710 3epkasno aymm. Crena nbTaiach CKBO3b HAX YBUJIETD JIyIITY.

Kupusut ouens M13MEHWICS 32 3TO BpeMsl. DTH U3MEHEHU S TPOUCXOIUIIN TIOCTETIEHHO, TOTOMY
He oueHb Opocasuch B r1a3a. Ho ecium Obl ero ceituac yBuzen KTo-To, 3HaBIMi Kupwiia rox Hazaz,
TO He y3HaJ Obl. JIMIIO ero Moxyjesno u 3a0CTPUIIOCh, KOxka cTaja 00e3HeHHO OJIeTHON OT He/IoCTaTKa
conmana. OH Kazancs crapiie cBoux JjeT. Ho Cremia He 3amevaina storo. st He€ oH ctan obpa-
30M, aOCTPAKTHBIM MOHSATHEM, OYEHb JIOPOTUM CyIlecTBOM. OHa CJIOBHO HUUYETO He BHUJEIa, IIaBHOE,
YTOOBI OH JIBIIIAJ, U OUJIOCH €ro Ceplle.

... IIpumeén mecsai mail. CaMblil HEKHBIA U TEIUIBIA Mecsl BecHbl. CTeluia yacaMu Morjia pac-
CKa3bIBaTh, IS B OKHO, O TOM, KaK pacilyCKaloTCsl JIMCTOUKH, KaK SIPKO CBETHT coiHIle. OHa Jacto
OCTaBJIsAJIa OKHO OTKPBITBIM, ‘ITO6LI CBEXUU BO3AYX HAIIOJIHSAJI ITAJIaTy.

CeronHsi BeyepoM B OOJIbHUYHOM CaJyKe menu conoBbi. CTesia OCTaBiIa OKHO OTKPBITBIM,
YTOOBI OH MOT CJIBIIIATE 3TO BoyeOHoe reHre. CTesuia yKpblla ero rnorerJiee, YToObl CBEKUN BeTep
HE MPOCTYAUJI ero. A cama B3sijla TIOJIOTEHIIE U OTIPaBMIIACh B ayml. [IpopBaTbcst B OOMBHUYHBIN TyIIT
ObLIO HE TaK MPOCTO, TIOITOMY IPUXOIMIIOCH KIATh MO3THETO Bevyepa.
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[Mepen yxomom Crerna 3arisHyaa emy B Juiio. [1aza Kupuiiia ObUTi 3aKphITHI, TOJIBKO 3pauKy
JBUTTUCH TIo7 Bekamu. Cteia yabpIOHyJIach, KOCHYJIACh €ro PyKHU ¥ BHIIIIA.

Korma ona BepHysach, To 0OHapyskuia KpoBath myctoil. CTelna 3aTucHy/a cede poT JIaJIOHBIO,
4yTOOBI HEe 3aKpuvaTh. BeE Teno y He€ 3a/iepeBeHero.

OH cuzen Ha MMOTOKOHHKKE, CBECUB HOTA BHU3. DTO OBL IIIECTOM ITaX.

Cremna MeajieHHO Tiofonuia K Hemy. OHa cTapajiach He U3JaTh HU €IUHOTO 3ByKa, YTOOBI OH
He ucryrajcs, He B3aporHyJ. Ho korma Cresuia mpuOaM3uiach, ToO BHE3aIMHO OCO3HANA, UTO HE 3HAET,
Kak K Hemy oopatutbcs. [Tostomy Cresia oCTOPOKHO, HO KPETKo, OOHsIIa ero 3a TUICUH.

— Cremnna, — mpoIiernTa: oH.

OH OTKMHYJ TOJIOBY clierka Hazaja, U CTesula yTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B €r0 OTPOCIIHE, TYCThIe
BOJIOCHI.

— Kak xoportio, 4to ThI 371ech. .. Thl 3Haellb, BCe 9TH JHU, UX, HABEPHOE, ObLJIO MHOTO, BO MHE
YTO-TO Mpoucxoauo. .. Kakas-to 6opnoa. ..

— Bcranb ¢ mofjokoHHUKA. .. — nonpocuia Cresuia.

— Tobl mymaenib, st IPBITHY? — OH TUXOHBKO 3acMesiicsl. — [ryneHpkas. § mpocrto JioOoBasics
3BE3IHBIM HEOOM. §, OKa3eIBaeTCs, OYEHb JII0OIIIO 3BE3IHOE HEDO. ..

— AmeH? — eziBa cIIbIIIHO MpousHeca Crea.

OH noxaJt rieyamu.

— He 3nat0. Bo mHe xuBét Tpu coznanusi, Crewia. OnqHo — Amena, Bropoe — Ocupuca, u XOTh
OHH OITHO W TO XK€, HO AMEH 3a TBHICSYHU JIET CKUTAHUH MPUOOPEN CBOE, aBTOHOMHOE 1, M TIOTOM —
9TOro MaJbuMKa, ero naMsTh. Bce 3T iHM B Moeli royioBe Oblia 60pb0a. .. S1 HU4ero He MOT MOHSITh. . .
W nopoit MHe Ka3aioch, YTO 3TH TPU CO3HAHUS PA30PBYT MOIO rOJioBY. .. Ho Tereps. . .

—Yro... Tenepn?..

On nosepuyJcs k Creuie. U Crenna yBugena, 4ro 310 yxe He Kupwii, HO u He AMeH. 1o
OBbLT HEKTO TPETHIA, TIOXOXKUI M HA TOTO, ¥ Ha JIPYroro.

— Tenepr MBI HaILTM KOMIIPOMHUCC, TO OOIIee, YTO 0ObeAMHSIET Hac. DTO — JOOOBb K Tede,
Cremna. Kaxaplii u3 Hac moOUT Te0s1, M 3Ta JII0OOBD, IYCTh pa3Has, 3aMI0OTHSIET OOJBIIYIO YaCTh CO3HA-
Hus. [TosaTomy, B MOeli TOJIOBe TeTieph IMOJTHAsI TAPMOHUS, — OH YJILIOHYJICS.

Creina pacTepsiyiach, MBICTH B € TOJIOBE ITyTaJIUCh.

— Iocnymaii, Ho kTo ThI? Kak MHe TeOs1 Ha3bIBaTh?

OH ocropoxHo B3s11 CTesuty 3a IUICYH.

— A pasBe 310 BaxkHo? Korma-To Tel ckazania, 4to Tebe He BaKHO, Kak sl BBHIIJISIKY, U He T000-
AJIACh IIPUKOCHYTHCSA K MOHCTPY. .. I Iepekni1 yke HECKOJIIBKO UMEH, CMOT'Y IIEPEKUTD U CILE. . .

VY Crenbl 3apoxkaiy TyObl.

— 3HA4uT, 9TO BCE-TAKU THI... bl IOMHHUIIb. ..

OH CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

— 4 momHI0 Bc€, CTena: ¥ CYaCTIMBYIO )KU3Hb C TOOOM, 1 HAIIIETO ChIHA, U TIOJIETHI 1O 3BE3-
JaMU, U Kap TBOUX MPUKOCHOBEHUH, U Oe3yMHOE KeJlaHWe, U HEHABUCTb, CIIOCOOHYIO TIPEBPATUTh
YeJioBeKa B youilly. .. Terepb Bc€ 3T0 OyIeT KUTh BO MHE. ..

— U TBI cMOXelb ¢ 3TUM KuTh? — CTesuia ¢ TPEBOrOM 3ariisiIbiBajia eMy B JIUIIO.

— Ila, — oH ynbiOHYyIcs. — 4 moctapaiock. Bc€ 310 ObIIO ¥ OCTAJIOCHh B TIPOIILJIOM. A Teneph eCTh
TonbKo Thl, CTesuta. U kem Obl 51 He cTajl, MOM YyBCTBaA K TeOe He u3MeHsTcs. .. Hukorma.

ToT BBl W3 TEIIepbl 1 OCTAHOBUJICA Mocpeau recyanoro Mops. [lepea HuUM crostm AHyOwHC.
— Boii gaH, u modena onepxana, — AHyOHC CKJIOHUJICS B TIOKJIOHE.

Tot KuBHYyIL

— Ho B 3TOT pa3 Thl CAMIIIKOM MHOTO BMEIIMBAJICS, AHYOUC. . .

— Ho Benp Tenepb Bcé xoporio?

— Ha, — Tor omycruiics Ha niecok. ['ooc ero 3By4an yMUPOTBOPEHHO. — Tenepsp, aa.
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— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET MOXKHO OTABIXATh?

— Koneuno, — Tot 3akpbu1 maza. — Micropust He ckopo notoputcs, AHyouc. Crymnaid.

Amny6uc noksionmics v ucues. A Tot ycencsi noynoOHee, PUCTIOHUIICS CITMHOM K BEYHBIM KaM-
HSIM IMPaMUIbI U 3aITPOKHMHYJI CBOIO NTUYBIO TOJIOBY K HeOy. OH HacaxAaJics HOKOEM U FapMOHUEH.
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Knura 2. CTpacTu no 6eccMepTHbIM

Bacr otapixana Ha OTKPBITON Teppace CBOEro 3amka. I opsumii Betep oBeBasl ee OOHaKEHHOE
teso. OHa nonysexana B IJIETEHOM Kpeciie, YCTIaHHOM TOHYalMM IneskoM. Ee komrauby riasa
ObLIN TMOJTY3aKPbITHI.

3amok bact Haxoauics B caMoM cepiiiie IyCTbIHU, HeBUAMMBIH 111 CMEpTHbIX. B 3aMke ObL10
TIOJTHBIM TIOJTHO TIPHUCITYTH, KOTOpasi He OJHO ThICSYeNeTHe 0OCTyKHBajla CBOI0 MPUXOTIUBYIO IOC-
noxy. Bor u ceffuac Moonoii pad — CMyIJIbIid CTAaTHBIN ETUITSIHUH, MTOCTAaBUI Mojsie bact KyOok ¢
MPOXJIAIHBIM HAITUTKOM U, TOKJIOHUBILUCH ITOYTHU JI0 3eMJIM, XOTEJ YIAIUThCS.

— Iocroit, — npomonsuia bacrt, He oTKpbIBas I1as.

Pa6 3amep. Bacr kectoMm Besnena eMy craTh HanpoTuB Hee. OHA OTKpBUIA I71a3a U, MPUILLY PUB-
IIKCh, paccMaTprBaa oHouy. FOHoma 661 kpacuB. OHa cMOTpesia Ha Hero, a OH ¢ KaXA0i MUHY-
TOI cTaHOBWJICA Bee Oneanee u Onegnee. bact 3acmesnack. OHa rpalio3HO W30THYJIa CBOE TMOKOe,
CMYIJIOE TeJIO M UTPUBO YCTaBHJIACh HA OETHOTO IOHOIIY.

— 51 kpacuBa? — BPYT U3peKJIa OHA.

IOnoma omycrui riasa.

— OtBeuaii! — npukaszana bacr.

— Bbl ipekpacHbl, MOs TOCMOka, — €/1Ba CIBIIIHO TPOMOJIBUI pad.

— Toraa kocHUCh MEHs1, — OHA HE TOBOPHJIA, OHA MYpJIbIKaJa.

Pab ynai Ha KoseHu.

— 51 He cmeto, — nporenTal oH. — ['ocnoxka MyTUT HaJo MHOM?

— Bcranp, — bact TonkHysa ero 60coii Horoi B riedo. — ['ocrmoxka coBepIIeHHO cepbe3HO Tede
ropoput. Ilorags MeHs — 3TO ke Tak MpocTo.

— Ecin rocrioxka BesuT, — rosioc I0HOIIM Jposkasl, Kak coOaunil XBOCT, M pyKa Jpokasia TOXKe.

Bact cmoTpena Ha HEero ¢ OTBpaILEHUEM.

— Tak 71 TBI pOOOK C TIPHUCITYTOM Ha KyXHe? — OHa OTTOJIKHYJIA ero pyKy. — [lomu mpoun!

Pa6 nocnemHo ynanmics. bact 3apbyana 1 nogHsuIach ¢ Kpecia.

— BeccmeptHbie paObl, YTO MOXET ObITh NeyasibHell. beckoHeuHoe padcTBO MpeBpalaeT Myx-
YyMHY B TpyciuBoro makaia. Ho rae ke torna My xunnsl? CmeptHble? Jla, y HUX €CTh CTPAcThb, HO OHU
ciabble, Kak TpOoCTHUK. VIM i ObITh psioM ¢ 6oruHeit? — Bact B3siia KyOOK, MpUHECeHHbIH padoMm,
¥ OTIHJIa HEMHOTO. — MHe HysXeH Oor.

bacr BbIIIIeCHy/1a HAMUTOK U3 KyOKa, ¥ KMIKOCTh MOBUC/IA B BO3IAyXE, IPUHUMAS OYEPTaHHS
YyeJioBeKa.

— Ocupuc, — npomenrana bacr.

[Mepen et crosim AMeH, OH ke BeuHblid 6or Ocupyc — BBHICOKHMIA, IMMPOKOIUICYHI. 30JI0ThIE
OpacneTsl yKpaliaiay ero 3amscThs. YIIbIOKa CBepKasia OelMM3HOI Ha ero 3aropesioM JMIle, a Iiasa
CMOTPEJIU CTPACTHO U3-TOJ] KOIMHBI MEAHBIX BOJIOC.

Bact B3goxnyna. OHa MpoTSAHY/A PyKY, M BUGHHE UCYE3TI0, 2 BOJA C IJIECKOM OOpYIIHMIIach Ha
nos. bact neperaraysia yepes JiyKy U yIjia B CBOM IIOKOU.

Omna rpycruia, ee Tejao M3HBIBAJIO 0€3 MYKCKHX PYK, a ceple cTpajajio oT Jioosu. bact
mo6una Ocupuca. Korga-to 1aBHO, Korga MUp TOJBKO 3apOKAalicsi, HaMBHAs W mpekpacHas bacr,
TUISCYHBS ¥ Iy THUIIA, BIIIOOMIIACH B PHIKEBOIOCOTO Kpacasiia Ocupuca, HO OH rpeHeoper elo. B mpo-
THBOBEC cTpacTHON bact oH BbIOpan ToMHylo 1 HexHylo Mcuny. Bact ¢ Tpygom nepexuia sto, ei
CTaJla He MWJIa BJIACTb HaJl CMEPTHBIMHU, COOCTBEHHast cuiia. OHa ¢ y’KacoM JyMaa o MpeACTOsIIen
BEYHOCTHU C HeyTuxatwleil 6onpio B gymie. M xors y bact ObUI0 NOJIHO MOKJIOHHUKOB, HUKTO HE MOT
CPaBHUTBCS C IPeKpacHbIM OCHPUCOM, a OH U TyMaTh 3a0bUT O HEW.

Kak-To, nognasmmck cnaboctu, bact pacckazana o ceoem rope Cerxy — 6pary Ocupuca. M ot
BBI3BAJICS IOMOYb, BeIb OH TOXe Oe3HanekHO Obul BmooseH B Mcuny — keny Ocupuca. Ho B cBon
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ranbl CeTx He mocBsTWI HauBHYI0 Bact. U korna oHa y3nana, yto Ocuprc youT, ObUIO yiKe TIO3IHO
YTO-TO NpeAnpuHuMaTh. OHa paspyrayiack ¢ CeTxom, HO OH yOenui ee, 4To Bce OyleT B MOpsIKe,
eciu Bact He Oynet ero Toponuth. M Cetx Bo3poamn u3 Ocupuca AmeHa. OH crep Ocupucy namsrh,
u Ocupuc nepecras O6biTh co00H. OH cTayl pOOKMM U 3aMKHYTHIM, B HeM OoJibllie He ObLIo Oora.
Takum oH He HyxeH ObL1 bacT.

9to nousin u Cerx. Ho emy ynasnock BonuTh 3a HOc bacrt, yroBoputh ee nomorath emy. OH
yoexnan bact, uro BepHet a1 Hee Ocupuca, XOTs1 He COOMPAJICS STOTO JesIaTh. A TIOTOM MOSIBUJIACH
Cresuta — HeHaBUCTHas1 cMepTHasi. M BceM HaziexaaMm mpwuines KoHell. bact cama MeTHynma mocox,
MPOH3UBIINK Ipyab AMeHy. B TOT MUT OHa MaJjio, YTo IOHUMAJIa, ee OcJienuia peBHOCTb. Eit 60bHO
ObLIIO CMOTPETh, KaK OH CpaxkaeTcsi paau Apyroi. B riryOuHe aymm oHa HauBHO mosarana, yto Cerx
yobeT cMepTHYI0 ¥ BepHeT Ocupuca eil. Beap oH momy4mi Bee, 4To XoTen u He 6e3 oMoty bacr.

Ho Bce noepHynock nHade. CeTx u aymarhb 3a0blT O CBOMX obOemmaHusx. M korma cMepTHBI
BOMH BBIIEPHYJI MIOCOX U3 Ipyaud AMeHa, Kpuuana He Tojibko Crema-cmeprHas. 3a TpoHoM Cerxa
Kpuuana bacrt, 3aTUCHYB poT pyKamu, MPOIIAsCh C TOCIEAHUM BOCIOMUHAHKUEM O TI0OMMOM. C Toro
IHS OOTHHS JIOJTO JIUJIA CJIe3bl, TIepBblie 3a ThicsTun JieT. OHa cKkopOwIa.

Cerxa He cTasio, HEKOMY OBLJIO JJake BBIIPATh I71a3a 32 MEP3KOe MpeaaTebCTBO.

Tenepb ckopOb oTcTymmIa, bact cHoBa XoTena Ku3HM, JIIoOBU M cTpacTi. OHa JTymasna, Kak
BEPHYTbH JIOOUMOTO.

Beueperno. bact openack. OHa B3sij1a KyCOK MepraMeHTa M Harucajga Ha HeM HEeCKOJIBKO Uepo-
OB, MOTOM MOJOKIJIA OT cCBeur. bacT, He Murasi, HaOTI0gaa 3a TeM, Kak CropaeT, Kop4yach B OTHE,
neprament. [lenen Bact cayna. OHa Bei3biBasia beca — cBeTI0BOIOCOTO OOra Becelibsi, IOKPOBUTEIS
POXKEHUII U CTPAHHUKOB.

Bec nosiBuiicst cpazy. OH Kazajicst XpylnKHUM, MO0 CPAaBHEHUIO C JPYTUMHU O0oraMu. Y Hero ObLT
T'MOKMIA CTaH U CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHL. [ 0MIyOble I71a3a ero CMOTpeH CJerka HAaCMEIUTUBO.

— Tel TemHee Tyun, Bacrt, uto ciyunnocs?

— 3npascTByi, bBec, — mpomonsumia bacr, ynsiOHyBIIMCh roctio. Ho yiipiOka BbIIIa HECKOIBKO
HATSHYTOW. — XOuelllb Yero-Huoyb?

— 3aueM ThI o3BasIa MeHsI? YToObI HAKOpMUTH? — Bec 3aymiicsa cmexom.

Bacr cnerka Haxmypuiachk. OHa MpoILIach MO KOMHATE U OCTAHOBUJIACH Y OKHA.

— 4 xouy mompocuTth Teds1 00 ycyre, Bec. Tol 1aBHO Buencs ¢ AHyOucom?

bec npuiypuics.

— UYro Takoe? Yk He BMOOUIACH 1 TH B co0aKy, bact? Bot morexa! — bec cHoBa 3acmesics. —
Hy, nagno, He 3nmuch. HenaBHO MBI KyTri BMecTe. Thl ke 3Haelb: AHyOUC JTIOOUT MOBECETMThCS,
TOJIBKO B €70 MUPE HE C KEM. ..

— 4 xouy nmonpocuts Teds1, bec, pasy3Hats y Hero o ayiue. .. Ocupuca. .. YTo ¢ HUM CTasio rnocnie
roclieqHel OMTBBI. .. AHYOUC TBOM JIPYT, OH BCE TeOe pacCKakeT.

— A 4t0 cama He cnipoculb? — ynusuics bec.

— MBI ¢ HIM TIOB3JIOPWJIM HEJIABHO. . .

— Kak mo6ormbiTHO, — Bec mpubmusuics k bact. — U3-3a yero, ckaxu?

Bacr nokauana ronoBoii. bec pazBen pykamu.

— ToI pocutis MeHs1 00 yciyre, 1 AHYOMC CIIPOCHT, 3a4eM MHE 3TO 3HaTbh. 1 nomkeH Oymny
Bpath, BpaTh 100poMy Opyry. Thl 3HaelIb, Kak HaM CJIOKHO TOBOpUTH HerpaBay. M panu dero? Tol
Jaxe He XO4Yelllb MHE CKa3aThb PUYMHY Balllero pa3aopa...

Bacr ¢ nocanon nornsnena Ha beca.

— DT0 e MPOCTO JOOOIBITCTBO, J1a?

bec kuBHYyII.

— Mu1 noB3opwiu u3-3a cMepTHOM, — bacTt 3akpbiia m1a3za u 3amaxaia Ha beca pykamu. — 1
Ooutbllie HU clIoBa TeOe He CKaKy, MoKa Thl He y3Haelb Bce 00 Ocupuce.

— A eciu y3Haw, ckaxenib? — bec mpuOIU3MII K KOIIKE CBOE JIMIIO.
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— Ha, — BeIioxHyMa bacr.

N bec ncues.

— TBoe moGonbITcTBO TEOs moryour, bec... — ckazana Bact B mycroTy.

Oma 3aKpblIa CTEKJISTHHYIO JBepb. CTEMHENO, U C MECYaHBIX XOJIMOB MOTSHYJIO XOJIOJOM. . .

Cresuta nofoIia K OKHy. ABIYCT B 9TOM IOy BbIAJICS XOJIOAHBIM. [1axJio chIpoCThIO U Ipu-
6amu, CJIOBHO B OKTSIOpeE.

— He 3anepruBaii 3aHaBeCKH, — TUXO MOMPOCHI AMeH. — § Xody mocMOTpeTh Ha He0O.

— Xoporto, — Ctesuia OToIUIa OT OKHA U CeJisl PAJOM C HUM.

AMeH Jiexa Ha CIIUHE, ¥ TYCThIe YePHbIE BOJIOCHI €70 CBUCAJIH MIOYTH 10 1mojia. OH MpUCTaTbHO
cMoTpen Ha HeOo, He murasi. Ctesia cena psAoM, HO OH HUKaK He orpearnpoBasl. OH MpogoiKal
CMOTPETh Ha 3BE3/IBI.

— MHe HyXHO TIopa0oTaTh, — TUXO ckazaia Ctesuia. — S B rOCTUHYIO CIYIITYCh, XOPOIIO?

OH He OTBETWJI, TOJBKO MPHUKPBUT BEKU B 3HAK coriacust. CTena 3akycua ryoy U, oaxBaTHB
HOYTOYK IO/l MBIITIKY, BHIIIUIA M3 KOMHATHIL. Y3Ke Ha JIECTHUIIE OHA Havyasla miiakate. Tenepp Crena
YacTo IJIaKaja, TAlKOM OTO BCeX, 0COOeHHO OT AMeHa. OHa 3HaJIa, YTO 3TO OTOPYAET ero, M OH CTAHET
BUHUTE ceOs, a CTesua 3Toro He Xoresa.

[Mpomwto Tpu Mecsa ¢ Toro ans, koraa Cresuia 3actana AMeHa, CUASIIIIM Ha MOJIOKOHHUKE B
OompHMYHON nanate. [loce 3Toro coObITHs, AMeHa 00CIeJOBATIH ellle TIapy HeJleNb, a TIOTOM BBITH-
caymu loMou. AMeH, Oyyuu [isi BHelHero Myupa Kupusiiom, HaoTpe3 oTKazascs KUTh B IOMe POIH-
tesnert Kupusta. Ponurerneii Takoe rnoBejieHre ChIHA YAUBUIIO: OHU CYMTAJIH, YTO OH MOCTYIAeT He0O-
AYMaHHO WJIY ITPOCTO aOCypAHO, Belb B MasieHbKOM Jome CTesuibl ObLIO MaJIo MEcTa, B TO BpeMsI Kak
OrpoMHBIi oM poauTeneit Kupuina mycroBai. Tem Gonee, OHM MITaHUPOBAJIM Ha MOJTOA yeXarh U3
cTpaHbl. YOequTh ChiHA HE TOMY4alioch, a JaBUTh OHU He cTtanu. [loatomy Creuia 1 AMeH nocesnu-
yck B KomHate CTeuibl.

U Tyt Hauaimch HOBBIE MPOOeMbl. Bo-miepBbiX, AMeHY ObUIO HEBBIHOCHMO TSIKEJIO BUICTHCS
¢ ponutenssmu Kupuna. M300pakars UX CbiHAa y HETO MOJTYYaoch C TPYAOM.

— 51 He uMmelo TpaBa KUTh €ro KU3HBIO, — IIeNTal AMeH, YyTKHYBIIUCH CTesuie B TUIedo JIO0M. —
4 nry sTMM moasaM, UX CbiH MepTB! Mep3koe JuiiemMepue.

CreJsuia meITanach €ro yCHoKOMTb, OHa TOBOpUJIA, 4To Kupusut ymep, v ero Hesb3s ObLIO CIIACTH.
Ero ponurenu He nepeHecn Obl TAKOW yTpaThl, & TAK Y HUX OCTAJICS ChiH, Belb B roJioBe Y AMeHa
ocrajnach namATs Kupusia. Ho 310 Mano nomoraino.

Bce yame Cresuia 3actaBaiia AMeHa, CTOSIIMM Y 3epKajla: OH C OTBPALLIEHUEM CMOTPEIT Ha CBOE
OTpaXeHHe.

— MeHs 3anMxHYIM B TeJIO MOKOMHUKA, S IyBCTBYIO TJIETBOPHBIN 3arax pasjioxeHus... Moe
MECTO B MOTHJIE. ..

Cresie CTaHOBUIIOCH CTPALHO.

— Ho on cam BeIOpast cede Takylo ydactb, — TBepauia oHa. — OH cam. ..

— 41 OBbUT KUBBIM IyXOM, MPU3PAKOM, — IPOMOJIBUI AMeH. — A Ternepb 51 XOASYNiA MEPTBEIL. . .
Mep3ocCTb. ..

Cresuta O6pu1a B oTyastHUM. Bee ObL10 pocTo yxkacHo. B repBbiil ke Beuep, KOrjaa OHU OCTAJIHCh
HaeJHe, AMEH 3asBUJI, YTO HE MOXET MPUKACAThCS K Hel IyKMMH PyKaMu, IeJIOBaTh €€ 4yKUMU
ryoamu.

— Twl ke He mobwuna ero. OH ObUT TeOe MPOTUBEH. 3HAYMUT, TETEphb U 51 TeOe MPOTHUBEH?

Cresuta nibITasiach OOBSICHUTB €MY BCE, UTO MEpekuia C TOM MUHYTHI, KaK COTTIacHiIach repece-
JIMTh €r0 OyIIy B CMEPTHYI0 000704Ky Kupuiia, Bce CBOM OIyIIeHHsI, KAaK OHA MEHSUIUCH 32 BpeMs,
npoBeJeHHoe B OobHUIIE. UTO OH, AMEH, TeTriepb HEOTIEUM ISl Hee OT STOW OOOJIOUKH.

— Torna 3081 MeHs1 Kupuii, Beib Tak 30BYT 3TO TEJO.

74



O. C. YeproBa. «besymusiii Erumner»

Cresuta HauMHaA TUIaKaTh. Torna AMeH Iyrajics U yCroKauBal ee, TBepIul, 4To OyaeT cTa-
parbest paau Hee. Ho mpoxoquy JHU, U BCe HAYMHAJIOCH CHAYaIa.

UYro rpexa tauth, CTeia mopoy aymasna, 4to nepecesutb ayx AmeHa B Tesio Kupusuia 6110
ommOKoi. OH Tak 1 He cpoccs ¢ HUM. VIHOTIa OH CMOTpeIT Ha CBOM PYKH JIONTO, YaCaMH.

— OH BBIIEPHYJ UMHU TIOCOX U3 MOEH I'pyAH... STUMHU pyKaMu... 3Haelb, Cresa, Tenepp 5
3HAI0, KaK OH HEHaBU/IEI MEHS B STOT MWUT. .. s IOMHIO 9Ty HEHABHCTb. . .

Nuorna Crene Ka3anock, 9To AMEH yKe JIMIIIICS pacCyKa, KOIjia OH YacaMu JieKalsl Hero-
IBVIKHO, TS B OJHY TOUKY.

— Bbi ¢ AHyOucOM cemnany yKacHYyIo Belllb, — CKa3all OH Kak-To. — Tenephb s omrymiamo ceos
BMHOBATBIM TIEpeJl TeM, KTO MeHs yous... Sl kpany ero xusHb, CTemna.

Bonbie Bcero Ha cBete Cresuia 00sy1ach, YT0 AMEH ITOKOHYHUT ¢ cOO0M. J1J1s Hero, mo3HaBIIEro
BEYHOCTh, HAJIOKUTD Ha ceOsl pyKH — 3TO Tak mpocTo. OHa NbITanach Kak-HUOYIbh 3arOBOPUTH C HUM
00 9TOM, HO AMEH TOJIbKO TOPbKO YJIBIOHYJICS:

— He ©6otics, Creina, s ke He 3roucT. S gymato o Tede u 0 ero poautesix. S Oymy HOCHTb 9TO
Ha ce0e CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OyIIeT HYXKHO. .. He MepexuBaid. VI rmoka Thl caMa He 3aX0uelllb OT MEeHs
n30aBUTHCA. §1 e BIXKY, UTO CTasl 00y30il. . .

Creta Tenepb 3aHUMasIach TEXHUYECKUMU MEPEBOIAMU C AHTJIMIICKOTO U HA aHTJIMACKUMA. Y
Hee HEeIUIOXO TOJyYasioch, U 3TO ObUIa XOTh Kakasi-To paborta. OHa miaHupoBasa Ha OyayIiuil rox
nocrynars Ha THA3S.

Cresuia He roBopuiia AMeHy, 4to poauTeny Kupuiia JaioT uM orpoMHbie CyMMBI ieHer. OTKa-
3aThCsl OHA HE MOIJIA: OHU MOMJCPKUBAJIM ChIHA, a TaK KaKk AMeH ObUI He OUYeHb CBEAYIIUI B TOM,
I7Ie ¥ CKOJIBKO MOKHO 3apadoTath, CTesuia Bpajia eMy, 4To JAeHbIv 3apabdarsiBaet cama. 1 1o Takxke
OBbLJIO OYCHDb HETIPUATHO — BPATh.

— 51 To)e JOMKeH YTo-TO JesaTh, — BO3MYIIAICS AMeH. — 5l He MOTy CHJeTh y Bac Ha Iiee.

— Mu1 yto-HUOYAL puayMaeM, — otBedana Cremia. — Co BpemeHem. [Toka TeGe HYKHO OT/IbI-
XaTh, HAOUPATHCS CHIL. ..

Awmen Mommua otBopaunBaics. Cteiia U caMa He 3Hajia, YTO OH CMOKET Je/aTh B COBpEMEHHOM
MHUpE — YeJIOBEK, OBIBIINI BCECHUJIBHBIM OOroM, OSCIIJIOTHBIM COOMpaTesieM 3Be3[I... TIPOCTO Helle-
MOCTb.

Cresuta 3akoHUMIIA PabOTaTh JAJIEKO 3a MOaHOYb. OHA HA IBIITOYKAX MOJHSIACH B CMATBHIO U
3actaa AMeHa B Tou ke rmo3e. OH Jiexal Bce Takke O6e3 IBHKeHHs, TIsjisl B He0o. B epBbIil MOMEHT
CreJute nokasasnock, yTo oH ymep. OHa cena psiioM ¢ HuM. HeT, rpyapb ero MeajieHHO MOAHUMANIACh,
Y BEKU CJIETKA JIBUTAJIVCh.

— S Tyt nomymau, Crenna, — TUX0 npousHec oH. — CMOTpH, 1O 3aKOHY Thl HE MO JKEHa, a €ro,
Be/Ib TaK?

Cresuta He OTBETHJIA, /12 OH U HE KAaJl, YTO OHA OTBETHT.

— MbI HaxoguMCs PAJOM, HO $ ellie JaJibliie OT TeOs1, YeM Torja, Koraa Obut mpuspakom. Toraa
Yyepe3 MeHsI TPOTEeKaIi BMECTO KPOBU TBOM YyBCTBA, U 51 ObLT YacThio TeOs1, s1 HE MOT KOCHYThCS TeOsI
B pEaJIbHOCTH, HO 51 UMeJI MpaBo Ha MeuThl. A uto Tenepsb? — OH MOBEpPHYN K Hel rojioBy. — Yto
teriepb, Ctemuia? Tel psiIoM CO MHOM, HO Thl HE MOSI, THI €r0, TIOHMMaelb? Eciu s kacaioch 1edsl, TO
Kacaloch ero pyKkou, a eciu s 3aXouy 00J1aaaTh TOOOH, TO 3TO clesaeT OH, a He s, 3TO ero IJIOTh. —
OH ropbKO yCMEXHyJICs. — Y MeHsI BOT 371eCh Ha BUCKE HEOOJIBIIION IIpaM — 3TO sl paccek 00 OCTpbIi
yroJ, Korjaa copocuit ceOs ¢ TeOs Toraa B roctunutie. CIbIIIHIIb, Kakon Opes nomydaercs? S1 moMHio
TO, YTO TIOMHUJI OH U TO, YTO MOMHIO 51 caM. Ho HeaBHO st oHs1 camoe cTpaiHoe, Ctenia. — AMeH
3aKkpbUI I71a3a. Kazanock, eMy He XBartajo CHJI CKa3aTh 3TO, MIsAs eil B uio. — Eciu s momasiio B
ce0e Bce 3TH Mep3Kue OUIYIIeHUsI U YyBCTBa M Oyay crmaTh ¢ ToOoH, CTea, Thl CMOXKEIIb POIUTD
autsa. Ho ato Gyner ero quts, Cresa. — OH cen, ero ria3a npoxwuranu Ctesy HackBo3b. — OH Oyaer
MOXOX Ha HEero, MBICIUTh Kak OH. Ml OH HHMKOI/Ia He y3HaeT, KTO ecTb ero orer. OH OyJer cunrtarhb
MeHsl uM. Thl MOHUMaelb, 4To Thl caenaia, Cremwa?! — 3a0pai oH.
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Cresna Bckouma.

— Jla, s BUHOBATAa Mepe] TOOOM, 51 JABHO TIOHsLJIA, YTO He CTOWJIO 3TOro Jeiathk. Ho s He mymana,
YTO 3TO OyJeT Tak My4nTh Tebs1, — CTesuia Kycasa ryosl. — f moowia Tedst HACTOJIBKO CHUJTBHO, UTO He
MOTJIa He BOCIIOJIb30BATHCSI BOBMOKHOCTBIO COXPAaHUTh TeOe KHI3Hb, XOTh KaK-TO. Pa3Be Thl MOCTYII
Obl nHAUE?

AMeH nokavast roJIoBOu.

— 51 ne 3nato, Ctena. .. yuine Obl THI IPOCTO Jajia MHE YHUTH. ..

— Mue Toxe ObuTO TsKeno. Torma, B GonmbHUIE. 1 HEe MoIa CMOTpeTh Ha TeOsl, Bce B Tebe
MPUYUHSIO MHE 00sib. HO MOTOM THI ke M3MEHWIICS, 9TO ke He ero JIMIIO, Pa3Be Thl He BUUIIIb, U
raza... — Cresuta nepeBena ayxX. — 3a rofl Bbl HACTOJIBKO CPOCIIUCH /711 MEHSI B OJIHO €MHOE 1IeJIoe,
YTO 51 yKe He B CUJIaX Bac pas3[eiuTh. ..

— 4 310 BUXKY, — CKa3am AMeH, U TyObl ero UCKPUBWIIA XKaJKasl ycMelka. — Ha moasax Tel Tak
JIETKO Ha3bIBACIllb MEHSI €0 MMeHeM. MHe KakeTcsl, UYTO eciid Obl MEHsI He CTaJIo, & OCTAJICS TOJIBKO
OH, ThI HE OY€Hb OBl OrOPUMIIACH.

— Yro Th Hecemb? — Bckunena Cremna. — 51 xorena coepeub TeOs, a He ero. Thl MPOCTO Kak
MaJIbYUIIKA PEBHYEIITb. . .

— la, — AMeH 3acmesiyicsi, U B cMexe 3Bydasa ucrepuka. — [la, Crena, HaKoHell, Thl TIOHSIIA.
51 peBHyI0 TeOs1 k cebe, — OH ynapui ceOst B Tpyab, — K camomy cede. 51 MOMHIO BCe ero MBICITH, €ro
Mep3KHe TJIaHbl B OTHOIIEHUH TeOs. Sl BIKY ero B 3epKajie M Kacaioch TeOs ero pykamu. S HeHaBUKy
Kupwiina, Ho He Mory BeIHYTB ceOs1 U3 Hero. BBIXOIUT, sl HeHaBUXKY ceOsl.

Crelna 3aKkpbljia JIUIO PyKamHu, TIeUYH ee B3IparuBaid. AMeH UCITyTajicsi, OH BCer/ia myrajics,
korna Cresuia miakasna.

— Ipocty, — on Opocwmiics Kk Her. — [Ipocty, 4To 51 Mydaio TeOs... OeJHast MOsI IEBOYKA, ThI
XKe XoTena, Kak Jyyyre. .. [Ipoctu, mpoctu MeHst. ... s nocrapatock, Crema. .. 51 6yny craparbes. ..
pamu te6s. [Tpoctw. ..

OH r71aa1 ee TUIeuH, LeJIoBa ee BOJIOCH, meto. OH OlyIna, Kak OHa JI0BEPYMBO MPHIKAJIACh
K Hemy. Cresuia 06XBaTUIa PyKaMu €ro IIel0, ee MaJIblIbl 3aITyTAIUCh B €r0 BOJIocax. AMEH MPUKOC-
HYJICSI K HEWl ¥ JaBHO C/Iep)KMBaeMasi CTpacTh, oOokria ero. Ee 3amax, ee OMM30CTh CBOAMIU €TI0 C
yMa. OH 11e/10Baj ee CTPacTHO, Kak Oe3yMHBIN.

— AwmeH, — npomenraia Crena.

OHa OTKJIOHWIach OT HErO BCEro Ha MW, M TP CBeTe JIyHbl AMEH YBHJIEN CBOE OTPaKeHUE B
ee razax. OH 3apeBel, Kak 3Bepb, OTTONKHYT CTesuty U BhIOeKa IMPOYb.

91y HOYb AMEH MpoBel B caay B ramake. Cresia He cTajia ero yropapuBath BepHYThcs. OHa
MpOIIaKaja BCIO HOYb U YCHYJIa Ha paccBeTe.

— 4 Bce y3Han, npekpacHas bacr!

Bec Bo3HMK u3 HUOTKYAA, U BacT momopmmiack. OHa He JToOMIa TaKue TOSBJICHUST MYKIUH
B ee crajibHe. bec Mor 3actath ee He B TOM BUJE, B KOTOPOM OHa XoTeJia Obl TIPe/ICTaTh Mepe]] HAM.
Ona He crapanachk HpaBUThcs Becy, mpocto 310 Obl1a cyTh BacT — Bcerna BHINIAIETh OnecTsie.

MuHyTy Ha3a/ OHa HaJesia IEeJIKOBBIN XaJlaT Ha yMacJeHHOe OJIarOBOHUSIMU TeJio, 1 bec 3acran
ee TMoJyJIeKalllel Ha aTJIaCHBIX TOAYIIKAaX, Te CyXaHKa cMasbiBajia eil Horu. YBujueB beca, ciy-
’KaHKa Ha MIHOBEHbE TIPeKpaTiiia CBOI0 paboTy M CKJIOHMJIACh B TOKJIOHE. bec MaxHyI eil pykou u
OITYCTUJICSI PSAJIOM C JIO’KeM OOTMHH Ha TIOJI.

— Kakoi apomar Butaer TyT, 0 npekpacHenmas! ITpocro ronosa Kpyxurcs.

Bacr Haxmypunace.

— Tl y3Ha TO, UTO 5 TTpocKIa? — CIIPOCKJIA OHA HETEPIIETUBO.

Bec ynbiOancs, ee BoJHEHHe 3a0aBIIsIIO €ro.

— Teowm pyku apoxar. Heyxto Ocuprc Tak MHOTO 3HAUUT 11l TeOs1?

bacrt momnua xpgana.
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— Hy, xoporo, 51 ckaxy Tede MoJOBUHY IpaBbl, — yeMexHysics bec. — [lymm tBoero Ocupuca
HET B LIapCTBE MEPTBBIX.

Bact npunognsnace, ee riaza NpocTo BOWIKCh B pPacCKa3zyMKa.

— OH obuTtaer 311ech, Ha 3eMJie, B TeJie CMEpPTHOTO. ..

Bacr orronknyna ciyxanky 1 nogHsiiace. CiyxaHka nocnemwia yutu. bact 3ameranach no
KOMHaTe, He B CWJIaX ycuIeTh Ha MecTte. CIIMIIKOM HEOXKUAAHHOM OKa3aslach MH(OpMaius, nprHe-
ceHHas becom.

— 910 AnybOuc Tak caenan? 3auem? I'me ceityac Ocupric? B ube Teno 3TOT Mpe3peHHbIH nec
3aMUXHYJ €r0 MOTY4YMH AyX. ..

bec Bcran.

— Tw1 mpekpacHa B rHeBe, Bact. U pactepssHHOCTB Tebe K JIUILy, — OH MEAJIEHHO MPUOIU3UIICS
1 HeOpeXHO 0OXBATHII OOTHHIO 32 TAJINIO. — 5 3HAI0 OTBETHI HA BCE 3T BOMPOCH U IaM TeOe 1X, eciu
ThI UCTIOJTHUIIIb OJJHY MOIO ITPUXOTh. . .

bBacr 3anepBHMyaIa.

— 51 momHI0, Tl XOTEJN y3HATh MPUYMHY MOET0o pazaopa ¢ AHyOHUCOM. ..

— Teneps He xouy. Tebe Benb 0OYeHb X0UeTCs Y3HaTh, rae Ocupuc? — bec nmpuiypuics.

Bacr B3noxnyna:

— Yero TbI X04ellb?

— Menous, — bec noxait riedamu. — Beero Jmiie HECKOJIBKO 4aCOB TBOETO BPEMEHHU. .. HA 9TOM
JIOXeE.

I'maza Bact rueBHO OnecHyH.

— Tw1 mpotuB? — ynuBuics bec. — Tol Oyzenis ToproBarbesi?

Bacr nerko TonkHysa ero B rpyap ¥ NOMATUIACK.

— Bce, uto kacaercs Ocupuca, He UMeeT LieHbl, bec, — OHa TpsAXHYJIa r0JI0BOM ¥ BMECTO I'OJIOBBI
KOILIKM Ha beca Tenepp cMoTpesa TeMHOBOJIOCAs KEHIIMHA C KOIAYbMMHU 3€JIeHBIMU IJ1a3aMu. — 1
He cTaHy ToproBaTtbcs. — OHa MOTsHYJIA 3a 30JI0TOW IIHYPOK HA TaJWM, U XaJsaT JIETKOU IIEJIKOBOW
BOJTHOH OECIITyMHO yTiaI Ha IMoJI, OOHakask peKpacHoe Tesio bacr.

Bec marnyn k Heil. Ero pyku Hayau jlackatb €e ClMHY, Tpy/b.

Bacr cruchyna ero ronosy.

—Ho ecim T MHE comkelb. .. 51 Bbiiepy TeOe rasa, bec. .. — nmporumnesna oHa eMy B caMmoe yXo.

Ho Bec yxe Huuero He cibliiai, CTPacTh 3aXJeCTHYJIA €ro ¢ TOJIOBOM. . .

Korna mropm crpactt 1 OX0TH B ciajibHe bacT ycriokowicst u mpeBpaTuiics B OJIHBIA HITUIIb,
Bacr Tonknyna B 60k pasomuieBiiero beca.

— 4 &K1y, — OHa cBep/InJIA €ro IIa3aMH.

bec ToMHO B3MIsIHYT HA Hee.

— Heysxenu 51 He mpou3Bes HU KaIuTi BIIEUAT/ICHUS] M HE 3aCITyKUBAIO XOTSI Obl IPUKOCHOBEHHM ST
MIOHEKHEE. . .

— He ucnibiThiBail Moe Tepnienue, bec, — npommunena bacr.

Ee 1o crano MeHsThCs, U Tereph rojoBa KOIIKM CHOBA BEHYAJIa €€ LIApCTBEHHYIO (pUrypy.

— Hy, xopomo, — bec moxain miedamu. — [lyx Ocupurca oOuTaeT B Tejie CMEPTHOTO OHOIIIH,
TOTO CaMOro, YTO XOTEJN 3arOy4uTh Ty CMEPTHYIO, M3-32 KOTOPOW BbI TOB3I0OPHIA ¢ AHYOUCOM. —
ITo mepe Toro, kak bec roBopuit, ryObl ero pacTsATruBaIMCh B HACMEIIUIMBON YITBIOKE.

— Kupwn, — npo6opmoraina Bact. — Monono#t BouH. .. C aymoi 4epHoi, Kak 3eMIsl.

— Ha, — kuBHyn bec. — Tenepp Ocupuc cyacT/MB, Tak KakK MPOBOAUT CBOIO 3€MHYIO KH3Hb
BMECTE CO CMEPTHOM. .. TOM CaMOM, U3-3a KOTOPOU Thl C AHYOHCOM. . .

— XBarut! — psBkHyJa bacr.

Ona TonkHyna beca, 1 oH cBanuics Ha NOJ.

— Ucuesnn, Bec, mue He 10 1€04. ..

Bec pacrepsHHO ycTaBuiics Ha OOTUHIO.
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— Tsl He qanb MHE Jake OAeThCsA?. .. — OH BCTPETUIICS C HEHl B3IJISIIOM M CMOJIK Ha MOJTYCJIOBE. —
[Monsin. [pormaii.

OH uncues.

Bact nmoaxBarmiack. OHa mo3BaJia CIyKaHKY M BeJiesla IIPUHECTH el YepHOe TUIaThe U TUIalll.
Opesunch, bact kputnuecku ornsgena cedst B 3epkano. OHa JoOuiIa cBoe HacTosiee oOMybe:
roJI0Ba KOIIKY BBIpaXasa ee CyTbh, HO cefiuac 3To ObuIo HU K yemy. [Toatomy Bact TpsixHyna ronoBoit
Y CHOBA CTaJla KPaCHBOU TEMHOBOJIOCOH keHIIMHOW. OHa cOexasia o MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIM CTYTICHSIM
3aMKa M, OKa3aBIIIKCh HA yJIUIIe, Yepe3 MIHOBEHbE MCUe3Ia, CJIMBIINCH C TEMHOTOM.

Bactr toponmnack B TemHBI Mup, Tyaa, Kyaa Ooram Hesb3sl ObUIO SIBIATHCS. 3/€CH JKHJIH
JIEMOHBI, B IPOIILJIOM BEYHbIE CO3JJaHus1, HO OKa3aBIIMCh 3[1ECh, HA 33/IBOPKAX MUpa OECCMEPTHBIX, UX
BeYHasl )KU3Hb yracana. M 6ory Obljio HeOE30IacHO OKa3aThCsl 37€Ch, TAK KaK JIEMOHBI MOTJIA YOUTh
€ero, pa3jie/iuB Mexy cOOO ero BeUHOCTh IO Karule KakJA0MY U TeM CaMbIM IIPOMJIUThH CBOIO JKM3Hb
Ha MaJIOCTb.

HeKOTOpI)IC U3 HUX 6BIHI/I 6OFaMI/I KOrja-To, HO COBEpPIIMB YTO-TO CTPALIHOE, 6LI.HI/I MN3THaHbI
cioa, B TemHoe apcTBO, (hakTMYecKu Ha cMepTh. Kak npaBuiio, 310 ObUTH MOCTYIIKU TPOTHB CMEPT-
HbIX. Boru He nomkHel ObuUM yOuBath. B TeMHOM Mupe Kakablil BBIKUBAJ, KaK MOT.

Bacr pomuia 1o BOpOT M MUHOBaJIa X, He3aMeueHHas ctpaxeidl. OHa ObIBajia 31€Ch U paHblIle,
TaK KakK CYIIHOCTh ee OblIa He TaK CBEeTIa, Kak mojoxeHo ooruHe. [Toatomy Bact umena B TemHoMm
MHpE HEKOTOPBIC CBSI3H.

BonbIioii yepHbIil 3aMOK ObLT €JMHCTBEHHBIM IPUCTAHUIIIEM BCEX U3TOEB MUPA OECCMEPTHBIX.
3peck Beeraa ObUIO JTIOIHO, €CIIM, KOHEYHO, TaK MOXKHO CKa3aTh PO KYTKUX TBApeH, HAMIOIHSBIIMX
9TH 3aJbl. BpUTO Bpems ykuHa, 1 OoJIbIasi YacTh OOMTaTelNiel coopanach B OOJBIIIOM 3aJie 1711 oe/ia-
HUA OTBPATUTEJIBHOI'O Ha BUJ MECHBA, KOTOPLIM 3daBaJICHBI 6BIHI/I JJIMHHBIC OEPEBAHHBIC CTOJIBI.

Bact npukpbiia HOC KpaeM Iuiaiia, YToObl He OIyIIaTh TOIIHOTBOPHOro 3anaxa. OHa ocTta-
HOBHMJIACh 1101 apKOI;'I " CTaJla ITPUCTAJIbHO BIUIAABIBATBCA B TOJIIIY MOHCTPOB. Bacr nckana JInmmt —
CBOIO CTapyI0 3HAKOMYI0, KOTOpasi 0OMTasa 3/1ech. JIMITUT OblJIa HOYHBIM yXOM U KOTIa-TO, B IPEBHIE
BpEMeHa, OHa JOcaXkJ1ayia 10 HoUuaM HEeKeHAThIM MY)XKYMHaM, a MHOTAa yOuBasia MiaaeHnes. JInmmt
MoOUIIa YeJI0BEYeCKyIo KPOBb, 3a UTO M ObLIa OTIIpaBiieHa ciofa. [ToroBapuBau, 4to oHa ObUIa mep-
BOI1 xeHol Anama, 10 EBbl, HO JIvut He moouia 00 3TOM paciipoCTPaHSIThCA.

Bact BcMaTpuBaiach B TOMIY YAKUHAOIIMX, HO JIMIUT 31€ech He ObUTO. DTO U HE YAMBUTEIBHO:
BpsIJI JIM OHA cTasia Obl yHUKaTh ceOs1 TONOOHON KOMITaHHUEH.

Bapyr kto-To cHu3y notsnyn bacr 3a ogexay. OT HeOXMIAHHOCTH OHA BCKpuKHYJa. [lepen
Hel cTosi1 6e300pa3HbIil KapiK, OH YJIbIOAICS.

— Yo ummeT OOruHs B TaKOH Yac M B TAKOM HeOe30MacHOM MecTe?

Bacr ckioHuIack K Kapiuky.

— MHue nyxHa Jlumut. Eciv Tl TpOBOAUIIL MEHS K Hel, 51 JaM TeOe IIIOTOK BEYHOCTH.

Kapnuk exujHO ycMeXHYJICSI, OT Yero ero CMOPIIEHHOE TPSI3HOE JIUIIO CTaJIO erre Ooree OTBpa-
TUTEJIbHBIM.

— A nouemy OOTWHS yBEepeHHa, UTO s He 3a0epy BCIO ee BEUHOCTh Oe3 ee Ha TO TO3BOJIeHU s ? —
CIIPOCHJT OH.

— Tol cummkom cnad, 9ToOBI CIIPABUTHCS CO MHOUM B OIMHOYKY, — MporoBopuia bact, — HO
HE Tak IIym, 4yToOBl 3BaTh KOro-To Ha moamory. OHM yObIOT MEHS, HO TAKOMY KpOXe, KaK Tbl, He
JIOCTaHEeTCsl HU Karud. JIBa riioTka, — 3akjodunia bacr.

— Twl ymHa, OOTUHS, — KapJMK MOTep CBOM Jaaoiku. — Ho yepes 3ai1 MHe Tes1 He TPOBeCTH
HE3aMEeTHO, Thl He MOIJIa OBl CTaTh IOMEHBIIIE.

Bacr cOpocua 1iaii, v uepe3 MU repeft KapJIMKoM cujiena Komika. OH cXBaTWII ee, 3aBepHYy.T
B IUIAIl] U, IPUKPBIB TPSI3HBIM Kam30710M, Opocuiics B 3a1. OH 6exan Tak ObICTPO, Kak MOT, Mpo-
CKaKMBasd MEKIAY HOTI' Y KYIOIIHUX 'MTaHTOB. MuHoOBaB 3aJ1, KapJvK CTaJl IOAHUMATbhCA 110 BUHTOBOU
JIECTHUIIE, TTOKa He JJOCTUT CaMoro Bepxa. 31ech, B OariHe, oouTtaia Jinmmr.
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Kapnuk omyctun komky Ha 3emimo, U bact npunsiia o6nubse yenoBeka. OHa HaOpocuia Ha
IUIEYM MTPOTSHYTHIA KapJIMKOM IUIAILL.

— Teneps mara, — KapAMK HEMPUSITHO YIIBIOHYJICS.

Bacr ckoHmnack K HeMy, M OH IIETIKO OOXBATHJI PyKaMH ee IIel0 U BIUJICS TyOaMu B ee IyObl.
Bacr B3apornya: ee eaBa He BHIBEPHYJIO OT OTBPALLCHUS.

— Bce, XxBaTuT, — oHa OTTOJIKHYJIA KapJIUKa OT ceOs1 ¥ BBITepJia POT THUILHON CTOPOHOM JTaJJOHM.

— To1 Oygmenis BO3BpaIaThes Ha3a? — KapiuK yaepKai e€ 3a riatbe. — 51 Mor Obl Mook /AaTh. . .

— Cnacub6o. 51 o6oiych, — mpoMosBUiIa bacT v TOMKHYIA TSOKETYIO ABEpb.

Kaprtuna, koTopylo OHa 3acrajia, MpHBejia €e B 3aMellaTesIbCTBO: MoayoOHaxeHHas JIumut
Jiexana Ha CBOeM JIOkKe, a KpPaCUBBIM OJIOHJMH C KAPUMHU IJ1a3aMU MacCUPOBAJI €€ CITUHY.

Jlunut noaHsIa ronoBy, €e TEMHO-CHHUE IJ1a3a CMOTPEJTN YAUBJIEHHO.

— Bact? Yro 3acTaBuiio 1edst MPUIATH Ciofa. DTO ke TaK OMACHO, — OHA MPUITOAHSIACH HA JIOK-
TSIX, 0€3 CTECHEHUSI IEMOHCTPHPYSI CBOIO KPACHUBYIO TPYb.

Bacr orena raza. Eil cTano HenoBko, Beab 311ech ObUT MykurHa. M 310 66T HE pad: y Jlnmut
He ObUTO padoB.

Jlumut 3ameTnna ee cMyleHue U 3acMmesuiach. OHa cesla, OTKMHYB Ha3aj I'YCThlE CBETIbIC
BOJIOCBI, KOTOPBIE CIa/1aJIi BJOJIb €€ CIIMHBI 10 CaMOoro MoJia.

— Mm1 31eck ogau, bact, He cMyIaiicsi, — oHa IIeJIKHYJIa NajbliaMu.

W Tonpko ceityac bact 3ameTnia, 4To MU3MHIA Ha MpaBoy pyke y Jlummt Het. U B TOT ke mur
MYKYMHA UcYe3, OH MPEBPATHIICS B THOKYIO TIIACTUYHYIO MaccCy, KOTopasi MOTSAHY/Iach K pyke Jlmmur
1, KOCHYBIIKCD JIAJJOHU, CTajla €€ MU3UHLIEM.

Bacr nepenepnysno.

— $I 3Hanma 06 310 TBOEM yMeHUH, JIUIUT, — TIpolIenTaia OHa, — HO HUKOTJa He 3a/yMbIBajIach,
KAaK 3TO JI0JIKHO BBITTISIIETD.

Jlunut Berana u onenack. OHa ¢ yIbIOKOH MOBEPHYJIACh K TMOAPYTE.

— 310 04eHb yaooHo bact. f Mory ux nenath KakuMH yrogHO, U IJTABHOE — OHU JTIOOSIT MEHsI TaK
CUJIbHO, KaK HUKTO, KaK TOJIBKO 51 caMa MOTy ceOsl JIIOOUTb. .. — JIMJIUT 3arpoKMHYJIa TOIOBY Has3a U
3ax0xoTasia. — XOTs MOPOI0 XOUETCs BEPHYTHCS K MPEKHUM IIATOCTSIM M CHOBA OyIOPaKHUTh JAyIIH
CMEpTHBIX. ..

bacr ycmexnynace:

— HMHoraa s 3aBuayio 3TOM TBOEH crnocoOHOCTU. Thl HEe MCHBITBIBACIIL OO, KOTJa OTpe3a-
ellb. .. — JInio bact HEBOJILHO UCKPUBUIIOCH.

— Manpup? — nepectipocuia Jlnnut. — Her! MokHO KOHEYHO BBIIEPIUBATH BOJIOCH], HO TOT/A
MY’KUUHBI [TOJTY4aIOTCS CJAUIIKOM TOLIHE. . .

JIunut cHoBa 3acMesinack. [ToToM oHa npucTaibHO ocMoTpena Ha bacrt.

— Yo crpscnoch? 3aueM Thl NPUIILIA, PUCKYS KU3HBIO, bacT. ..

— MHe Hy)kHa TBOS nomoulb, — bact ropopuia TMXO U BKpaguuBO. — MHE HyKHBI TBOM CIIO-
COOHOCTH, YTOOBI BEPHYTh TOTO, KTO MHE JIOPOT . ..

— Mowu cnioco6HOCTH? — JIMIUT HaXMypriIack. — 51 Mory yOuTh rolieryeM 1 OKUBUTD cJ1e301. 5
MOTy U3 JII0OO CBOE YacTH Tesa cleaTh MyKUMHY, U s MOTY BHIITUTh KPOBb Y TOTO, y KOTO B KHJIaxX
oHa TeveT. Yto nmeHHO Tebe HyxkHO, bact?

— MHe HyXHO Bce.

Jlunut nmoaHsiia GpoBy.

— Ho mutara Gyner He Majon. ..

— Bce, urto ckaxelip, — mporopopuia bacr.

Jlvnnr npunypuiace.

— B te6e ropoput oruasirue. .. Hy, 4o xe, s ciymaro.
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JlyHa rotoBuiach NOKMHYTh HE0O, KOTa HaJl CISIIIMM B raMake AMEHOM BO3HMKJIA CTpaHHas,
6onpias nrura. OHa ObU1a BCs, 32 KCKITIOUEHUEM KPBUThEB, MOKPBITA YePHBIMU, TYCTBIMHU BOJIOCAMH,
Ha j1arax ee ObUTM KOTTU. JIMIIO e Y Hee ObLIO XKEHCKOe, XOTS €ro TPYJHO ObLJIO YBUAETh M3-3a KeCT-
KHX JUTHHHBIX BOJIOC, KOTOPBIE €ro 0OpamIIsLIH.

[TH1a HECITBIIITHO CITYCTUIACH PSAIOM C AMEHOM, KOTOPBIH CIajl Ha CIMHE, 3alTPOKMUHYB T'OJIOBY
Y CKpeCTHB pyKH Ha rpyau. [ITuia ckiioHuiack HaJl HUM U BAPYT TOIIEIoBaja B ryObl. AMEH B3por-
HYJI, 3a0UJICS B KOHBYJILCHSIX, HO Uepe3 MUT BCE 3aKOHYMIIOCh. Ero pyku 6ecCHTbHO TIOBHCIH, TIOUTH
KOCHYBIIIVCh 3€MJIH.

[Tuiia OTKJIOHUIIACH, TETIEPh BO PTY Y HEe UTO-TO cBeTUsI0Cch. OHa elle pa3 CKJIOHWIIACh Hajl
AMeHOM, BCero Ha MUT, MOTOM paclipaBuia CBOM OTPOMHBIE KPbUIbsI U B3JIETENA. . .

Cremia npocHynack. Ha ynuiie ObUIO CBETJIO, CHSJIO COJHIIE, Yachl MOKA3bIBAJIM TOJNIACHb.
Cresuta ¢ TpyIOM OTKpbLIA I71a32a, BEKU OIMYXJIM OT €€ HOUHBIX PhIJAHUI TaK CHJIBHO, YTO CMOTPETh
Ob1T0 HeBO3MOKHO. CTellia OIybio OTIPaBUIACh B BAaHHYIO KOMHATY. TaM OHa cenla Ha Kpail BAHHBI
Y JIOJITO MbLJIA TJ1a3a XOJIOAHOW BOJOH, TTIOKA TSKECTh B BEKaxX U pe3b B IM1a3ax yuum. Cteluia BeTepia
JIMIIO ¥ B3MJIsSIHYNA B 3epkajio. Ha Hee OblIo crpamno cmotperh. OHa yBHzena cBoe OnieqHoe, OCy-
HYBIIIEECs] JIUI0, OHO CJIOBHO MPUHAIEKAIO KOMY-TO APYTOMY, KAKOW-TO U3MYUYEHHOH CTapoy sKeH-
muHe. CTena B310xHyna. Pa3Be Takoil oHa npecrasisiia cede ku3Hb ¢ AMeHoMm? KoHeuHo, HeT.
Crena gymana, 9to 310 Oy/IeT MOTOK OECKOHEUHOTO CYACThsI.

— Huuero, — ckazana Cremna cBoemy orpaxkeHuo. — He packucail. 9To mpocTo TPyAHOCTH,
UCTIBITaHUS. DTO HYXKHO NepexuTh. EMy TpynHee, yem Tebe.

Ona noxJionasia ce0s 1o IeKam, IMoOMaccupoBajia BeKu. B BoceMHaIaTh cBeXecTh BO3BpaIlia-
eTCsl JIETKO ¥ OBICTPO, HE TIPOIIUIO U MSITH MUHYT, a TMYUKO CTeJUThl CHOBA CTAJIO KUBBIM, I71a3a CMOT-
peJu SICHO, pa3Be uUTo IIEKH MO-TIPeKHEMY ObLTH OJICTHBIMH.

Cresuta nonuia uckatb AMena. OHa CIyCTUJIaCh C KPbUIbIIA, 0OXBATHB TOJIbIE JIOKTU PyKaMu: Ha
ynutie 06110 3510K0. CTesia modexana B call. AMEH Cujiell B raMake, CITyCTUB HOTY M OOXBATHB TOJIOBY
pykamu. Korma Crena KocHy/ach ero ruieda, OH TOTHSUT TOJIOBY U TIOCMOTpEN Ha Hee CTPaHHBIM
OTPEIIECHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Crenna... — mpou3HEC OH OECIIBETHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Tebe 110X0, MUJIBIA?

— Her, — cna6o npousnec AMeH. — §l TpOCTO IMJIOXO MOHUMAIO0, YTO CO MHOUM TIPOUCXOMAMT. .. 5
CJIOBHO YTO-TO 3a0bLI. ..

OH noxs1 Ha Cresuty 6ecrioMontHbii B3IIs. Y CTelutbl Bce ckaloch BHYTpU. Her, Heyxenu
3TO CIIyYMIIOCh, HEYKEJTN PacCyJOK BCE-TAKM IOKUHYJI €ro.

YV Crebl 3a1poxkaiy ryObl, HO OHa B3si1a ceOs B pyku. Ctesia OepekHO OOHSIIA ero 3a TUICYH.

— Bcragaii, noiiieM, — He;kHO TOBopuiia oHa. — Tl coBceM mpozapor. [loitiem B gom.

AMeH MociylHO BCTasl U noutesn BMecte co CTeluioi.

— ThI Tak J1lackOBa CO MHOM, — B TOJIOCE €T0 3By4aJIO YIUBIICHHUE.

Cresuta rpoBesia ero B TOCTUHYIO U ycaJlusia Ha IUBaH, MPUHECa 4ain. AMEH CUJiel, CropOuB-
IIKCh, CTUCHYB YaIlIKy IBYMsI pyKamH, B3rJIsi ero Omysxaan. Crema cena psaom. OHa Momya HaOmo-
aaja 3a HAM.

— ITouemy s 31ech KHUBY? — BAPYT CIIPOCHI AMEH.

Creta B3pOrHyJa.

— 9710 MOU OOM. MHI BEAb KEHATEL.

— Ha, s moMH10, — KUBHYJI AMeH. — MOKHO s IOy TIOCTUTIO HEMHOTO. $1 4yBCTBYIO ceOst COBceM
Pa3OUTHIM.

— Koneuno, — Cresuia ¢ oberdyeHueM B30XHYJIa, KOT/Ia IBEPh CIAILHU 32 AMEHOM 32K PbLIaCh.

— Ax, Anyowuc, — ¢ gocangou npomoneuia Cremia. — Kak xaitb, 4To 51 HE MOTY ITOTOBOPHUTD C
TOOOI, MOXKET, THl CMOT Obl OOBSICHUTh TO, YTO C HUM MPOUCXOTUT. MOXKET, 3TO MPOBaJI B MaMSITH,
WJIM OH TMPOCTO COIIIEN C yMa.
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AMeH npocnai Bech JIeHb M Bcio Houb. Ha crienytoree yrpo Cresuia Bctajia paHO U OTHPaBUIIACH
Ha KyXHIO, € HY)KHO ObUIO BBIIIPOBOAMTH AHJpest B IIKOJMY. MaMa yexaja Ha HECKOJIbKO JHEH, U
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a Opara 1eMKoM Jernna Ha Cresuty.

AHJIpert JKyTKO MPOTUBUIICS €€ TUPAHUM, TeNlepb OH HAIJIO 3asIBJISL:

— He xomaHnyii, Thl MHE HE MaTh... yXke, — 3TO OH MPUOABJISUI TUIIIE U C YCMEIKOM.

Ho B0OOIIIE MOCTe erumeTckux cCOObITHI AHIpEel CTal cepbe3Hee, colepKaTeIbHel, UTo JIH.
OH nomoOwT KHUI'M U HaBcer1a 3a0pOCHT KOMITBIOTEPHBIE UTPBI.

— 4 nobenun Gora! — xBacTmBo 3asBius oH Creuie HaenuHe. — UTo MHe Temephb BCs 3Ta
aHUMAIIVIOHHas J1adyaa?..

Ho B 1Koty XonuTh OH MO-NIPeKHEMY He XOTeJ, MOXaITyH, Terepb ellle SPOCTHee, YeM paHblIIIe.

— HyxHo nepetepets ¢ AHYOHUCOM, — TOBOPHII OH. — MOXeT, MOKHO MeHsI BEpHYTb B OeccMepT-
HOE TeJIO, s1 Obl 3aHSJICS MOMMM HETOCPE/ICTBEHHBIMU O0SI3aHHOCTSIMU TTpaBJieHus: Mupom. Ha kow
MHe Toraa uagopmaruka, Cremia?

Cresuta oTMaxuBasiach OT TAKUX TEOPHit Opara.

Ceronns, Kak, B 00mmem, 1 Bceraa, Crenna ¢ TpyIoM pacToikana AHApes: U BBITPOBOAWIIA B
BaHHYI0, KaK MQJICHbKOT0. 3aBTpaKkaTh OH OTKA3aJICs M YMUAJICS B LIKOJY.

Cresuta moAHsIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY, OHa OTKpbUIa JIBEph M octonOeHena. [lepen 3epkaiom
cTosuT AMEH 1 OOJBIIIMMHU 3aKPOSUHBIMHU HOKHHIIAMHU 00pe3ai cede BOJOCHI.

— Yro Tb1 genaems?! — kpukHyaa Creia.

AMEH B3POTrHYJI, HO BAPYT YJIBIOHYJICS.

— OHM MHe JKyTKO MEIIAIOT, — He 000pauynBasich, MOSCHUI OH. — HUKOrIa He MOHUMAJ TeX, KTO
MOXET HOCHUTh JJTAHHBIE BOJIOCHI, B CMBICJIE, MY/KUHH. . .

— AmeH, HO y TeOs Bceraa ObUTH. ..

— Ilouemy ThI MeH#1 Tak Ha3Baja?

— Kak?

— DTUM CTpaHHbIM UMEHEM — AMeH?

Horu y Creibl BAPYT CTaJld BATHBHIMHU.

— A xaKk MHe TeOs1 Ha3bIBaTh? — A3bIK €€ He CITyIIAJICA.

— Hy, BooOriie-To, MeHs Bcera 38amu Kupwur. . .

On nosepuycs, 1 Creria BckpukHyaa. Ha Hee cmotpen Kupuiut cBoumu cBeTisiMH, 3erie-
HBIMHU TJIA3aMH.

— Tbl yero? — yIuBUJICS OH.

Cresna 3aMoTasia rojioBou.

— V 1e6s Ha rooBe OOr 3HaeT, uTo... Ternephb. S mo3BoHw Jlapuce, OHa TPUIET U MOCTPUKET
TeOs1 TI0-YeJIOBEUECKU.

Kupusut KuBHYJI M CHOBA TOBEPHYJICS K 3€pKaJly.

Cresuta 3aKpblia ABEph M CTajla MEIUIEHHO CIyCKaThCs MO JiecTHulle. Horm coBepiieHHO He
CIIyIIaIUCh, ¥ oHa ynasa. CTeluia cena Bo3Jjie JeCTHUIIB Ha TIOJT M CKaJla ToJIoBy pykamu. Boxe, 4to
e oHa HaTBopuJIa! BrIxoauT, AMeH Tereph Ha LeJTyI0 KU3Hb 3aKJTI0UEH B 3TOM TeJie, U er0 MOTy4YHi
ayx, ayx 6ora, Oyaer MpocTo MUTaTh, Kak Oarapeiika, ero youniy, Kupumia. A ona, Cremnna, Oyaer
MPUBs3aHa K HEMY CBOEH KJISITBOW M OECKOHEUHBIM YyBCTBOM BHHBI. [la OHa MOMPOCTY HE MOKET OT
HEro OTOpBaThCs, OCO3HABAs, UTO TaM, BHYTPH, KUBET TOT, KTO JIOPOXe el Bcero Ha crere. Crena
THXOHBKO 3aBblI4, PACKAUYMBASICh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, KaKk Oe3yMHasl.

Jo koHIa qast Kupusut cHOBa criiaji, OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOsl CIaObiM.

Ha cnenyrommuii nens Crena ¢ yTpa yexana 1o padote B ropofi, a Korjaa BepHyJiach, BCTpETHIIA
y BopoT Jlapucy:

— INocrpuria TBoero cynpyra, — yJIblOHy/Iach OHa. — Takoi OH y TeOsl KpacaBuMK.

Cresuta yipIOHYIach, MPOOOPMOTAJIA YTO-TO B OTBET U MOCTIEIIIIIA BO JBOP.
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Kupusut cTosin B roCTUHOH B SIpKO¥ OpaHKeBOW pyOalke 1 y3Kux JkuHcax. Creia He Moriia
OOBSICHUTD, KaK 3a OJHU CYTKHM K HEMY BEPHYJICS MTPEKHHUI LBET JIMIA U Jake MbIIIeYHass Macca.
He ocranoch u cnea ot 60€3HEHHOM ONIEJHOCTH, YTOHYEHHOCTH B JKeCTax W ITTyOMHBI B I1a3ax. B
HEM He OCTaJIoCh HU Karu AmeHa. U Teriepb, ¢ KOPOTKOM, CTUIBHOM CTpuskKoi Ha CTelty cMOTpent
Kupust. CmoTtpen Becesio, pa3Be YTO HEMHOXKKO PacTepsHHO.

Cresuta yponwia cyMKy. Kupwin nopoexan u mogHsi ee.

— Te6e uto, TUI0X0, CTesuia? — 3a0ecrnokonics OH. — Thl Yero BAPYyT OieqHas cTaia, Kak CTeHKa?
W tebe 1 Takasi mpuyecka He HpaBUTCS?

On nozgen ee k auBany. Cresta cesia. OHa M30 BCeX CHII CTapaslach COBJIAAATh C BbIPAXKEHUEM
JIMIIA, HO 3TO HUKAK €il He y/l1aBaJiocCh.

— Mosxer, Boguuku? — Kupwiut morporait e j100.

— Her, Bce B nopsaxke, yxe Bce npouuio... HaBepHoe, 310 JaBieHue. ..

Kupusu Bce-Taky mprHEC BOIBI U CEJT PSIOM.

— Crenta, MHe ¢ TOOOM HYKHO TIOTOBOPUTH. Thl MOXKeIIb ceiuac?

Cresuta KUBHYJIA.

— [Nonnmaenb, 51 MOYTH HIYETO HE TIOMHIO C TOTO MOMEHTA, Kak Mbl ObUTH B HOMepe B Illep amb
[leiixe, — Kupuut oBepTen B pyKax cTakaH. — Y MEHsI COXPaHWJIUCh KaKUe-TO CTPAaHHbIE OOPBIBKH
B amsATu. Ho oHu Gosbiie moxoxu Ha puiibM uim opeq. .. S Benpb ObUT B KOMe. ...

Cresuta HaOpaJa MOHYIO TPYIb BO3AyXa.

— Ha, Kupuyu, — 310 uMs OHa mpousHeca 1o OykBaM. YToObl caMoii ero yciblmark. — Bee
BepHO. Thl ObUT B KOME IEBATH MECSIIEB, IIOTOM IpuIlen B ce0s1. Tebst mprBe3IH clofa, Thl He 3aX0Te
exarb JIOMOH. ..

— [ouemy?

— He 3Hato, Tb1 ObLT HE COBCEM afIeKBaTeH, BUIUMO. .. DTO ObUIO TPU MecsIa Hazaj. Ternepb Mbl
KuBeM 31ech. — CTelia ¢ TpyJoM roBOpuIa.

— A uto npousonuio? [Moyemy s1 6bu1 B KOMe?

— ABapus, — Ctesuia To4yBCTBOBaJIa, UTO yiibiOaercsi. Beapb 310 Obuta Xuitas Bepcust AHIPIOIIH.
Tenepp Crenia BnuxuBasia ee B rojoBy Kupuia. — Mbl o3nopuiu ¢ To6oi Houblo. § 3abpana
AHppes n yexana. Tsl XoTesn MeHs BepHYyTb. MBI exayim Ha mamunHe B Kaup, HO Ionainu B aBapuio.
Te6e nocranock 6omblie Beex. S u AHIpei OTAeNaInCh CUHSKAMHU.

— Bce nonsTHO, — Kupniut ot U3 crakaHa, — TOYHee, 1 HUYEro He IOMHIO U3 3TOro, HO, 0
KpaiiHeli Mepe, Oyay 3HaTh. A TJie MOU POIUTEH?

— Onu B Bpuranum, npuenyT MecsieB yepe3 HaTh, — y CTesuisl 3akoHumiIcs Bo3ayx. OHa He
Moryia OosbIire ToBOpUTh. Clie3bl ObUTH TaK OJIU3KO.

Cresuta BcTasla M HampaBWiIach Ha KyxHO. OHa OCTaHOBWJIACH Y CTOJNA W 3a)kaya poT JIaao-
Hbl0. CTeIa 1miakasa, Ho CTapasach enarh 3To 6e33ByuHo. CIE3bl Karayii Ha MIaJKyIo IOBEPXHOCTh
CcTOJIA.

Kupusn mogomen c3aau u octaHoBUIICS B miare ot CTesbl.

— ThI 3HaeIIb, 51 TAK Pajl, YTO CO MHOM CefYac Thl, a He KTO-TO Jpyroi. S 4yBCTBYIO ce0s1 KaKnM-
TO MOTEPSHHBIM. .. — Kupusut moforresn 6mvke 1 B3su1 CTesuty 3a pyKy Kak-To poOKO, He CBOMCTBEHHO
1Jis1 Hero. — Thl ObUTa Tak HEXXHA CO MHOUM B 3TH JHA. MHe He BaXHO M0YeMy, HO XOPOIIIO, YTO TBOE
OTHOILIEHNE KO MHE U3MEHHJIOCh. . .

Cresuta kuBHy/1a. Kupuin pasBepHyi ee k cebe 1 ocTopokHO 00Hsu1. CTesuia yTKHYIaCh JIUIIOM
B €ro Ipyab U CTUCHYJA 3yObl. Yepe3 MrHOBeHbe pyOarika Kupuiia yxke HaCKBO3b MPOMUTANIACh ee
cinezamu. Crena omiakuBaia AMeHa.

Bact cunena y ouara, momenvBasi yrii JUIMHHON koueproil. Ha orue rpesicst HeOOIBITION 30110~
TOM COCY[I, BpeMsl OT BpeMeHH bact Opocasia B Hero TpaBbl U KOPEHbsI, KOTOPBIE JI0CTaBaJa N3 HEOOITb-
[IMX MEeTALTMYECKUX KOpoOOoUeK. 3a 3TUM 3aHATHeM U 3actaia ee JImmmT.
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— B Takyio xapy Thl pemmia 3aHATbCS CTpsNHEN? — yxmbulbHyJach Jlumur. — Heocmorpu-
TeJbHO, bacr.

bacr Bcrama. ['nasa ee BCIIBIXMBaJIM 3€JIEHBIM OTHEM.

— Yto? Tsl 66112 TaM? YUTO THI MOIIHMIITH?

Jlunut ¢ ynuBiieHreM NocMoTpesia Ha TIOZPYTYy.

— HeyxTo TBOE ceplie He pa3yurioch IIOOUTD 3a THICSUH JieT? — JIMJIUT Ipaiiio3HO OIMyCTHIIACh
Ha IIKypy Jeonaprna y kamuHa. — daxe 3aBugno. He Oyny 1eGst Mmyunts, goporas. Bot. — Jlumut
TO/IHSUIA HaJ FOJIOBOM MaJIeHbKUI 3aKPbITHIN COCY[. — 3/1€Ch HAXOAUTCS €r0 BEUHBIN JyX. ..

Bact ToporiBo BeIXBaTHIIA COCY/L U3 €€ PYK U IprXkania K rpyau. JInmmr ¢ usymiaenueM Haoso-
najia 3a noapyroil. OHa Jieria Ha )KMBOT U MOJIOKUJIA TOJIOBY Ha CKPEIEHHbIE PYKHU.

— IMonpoGHocTH Tebe uHTepecHs!, bact?

Bacr cnoBHO ouHysach.

— Jla... KOHEYHO. .. KaK Thbl IOCTYNUJIA C TEJIOM?

— Kak u goroBapuBanuch, — noxana riedamu JInaur. — Teneps 3TOT CMEPTHBIN KUB, MHE TO
CTOMJIO HEMAJIBIX YCUJIMH, K CJIOBY CKa3arh, bacT. f, B ommuue ot Tedsi, He OUeHb CEHTUMEHTAJIbHA,
Y MHE pa3pblIaThCs HAJl TPYIIOM CMEPTHOTO CJIOKHO. f1 ¢ TpyJOM BbIaBuIIa U3 ce0s OHY CIIE3UHKY.
Ho emy xBaruio. Terieps TBOsSI CMEpTHasI HH 3 UTO He JIorafaercs o noaMene. VI AHyouc He cMoxer
eil moMoub, Aaxe ecau 3axouer. Beap gyx Ocupuca Tak U He BEpHY/ICS B MOTYCTOPOHHUI mup. U
OeHsATa cMepTHast OyIeT MyUYUThCSl B HEBEJCHUH.

— 4 TonmpKO paga, ecnu oHa OydeT My4HThCS, — pa3apaxkeHHO mporoBopwia bacr. — Ternepb
3TO MeHsl, BooOIe, He KacaeTcs. Ho ¢ kakuM yJoBOIbCTBUEM 51 Obl TONpocuiia TeOsi BHIIUTH BCIO ee
KPOBb, J10 MOCJIEJHEN KaIlIu.

Jlnnnr 3acmestach:

— V3Haio Tebs, ozpyra. YBbI, €l s TeTepb, MOC/Ie 3apeTa, OTBEAAI0 YeJOBEUECKON KPOBH,
MEH$ He CTaHeT. {] BbINoJIHWIIA BCE, YTO ThI XOTeNa?

— He coscem, — tuxo npomosBwia bact. OHa MejieHHO Mpoliack Mo KOMHare. — Y MeHsl
OCTasach MOCHEAHsSA ¥ camasi OoJbiast mpockoa K Tede, JImmmr.

Bacr cena psimom ¢ nmoapyroii Ha MIKypy Jeonapaa. JInauT skaana. bact moBepHysach K Held, U
B €€ 3eJIEHbIX IVIa3aX OTPa3MIICS OTOHb Ovara.

— Yero TbI X04ellb? — cpocuia JInmr.

— Mue nyxHO Teno. CoBepiiieHHOe Teno MyK4uHbL. Temno 6ora. Tel cMOXelb 1aTh MHE €ro,
Jlunut? — Bact aposkana oT BOJIHEHHUSI.

JIumut momyana. OHa cMOTpesa Ha OrOHb.

— TBoe BapeBo ceifuac yOeKHT. .. — 3aMeTHJIa OHa.

Bact Bckounna u cHsita cocys ¢ orast. OHa CKJIOHMIACh HaJl HUM, ITOMEIIVBast 3€JIbe.

— 4 xpana 3Toit mpockObl, — JIMIUT cena n oOXBaTHIa pyKamu KojieHu. — Ho Thl OHUMaeb,
YTO MHE IPUETCS paclipoIiaTbCs CO CBOMM MU3MHIIEM HaBceraa?

— MHe Hyx)eH He MU3MHel, — cKa3zaia bact, He nonHuMas ronoBbl. — OCUpUC IOJKEH CTaTh
TaKMM, KaK OBUI... CTaTh BEJIMKHM.

— Tem Oonee, — Haxmypuitach JIMUT. — Thl XOUeIb OTHATH Y MEHsI YKa3aTeIbHbIN MaJiell, a 3TO
yke He IIyTKH, C IOXUIIEHUEM AYIIY U BOCKPEIIEHUEM. . .

Bacrt 6pocunack k JInnur, oHa cXBaTuiia €e COMKHYTBIE PYKH.

— 3a Kakylo-TO COTHIO JIET Thl OTPACTHUIIb ceOe HOBBIA Majell, — ObICTPO IIeNnTasa OHa, —
a y MEHsl, MOXKET, YK€ HMKOIJIa He MOSIBUTCS Takas BO3MOXHOCTb, MOHMMaelb? 51 kiajia 3Toro
HECKOJIBKO ThICSUeNieTid. .. S mam TteGe Bce, UTo ThI 3aXOuelllb, 1 CTaHy TBOeW paOblHEH /10 KOHIIA
cBeta. MoxeIIb MPOCUTh BCE, UTO Y MEHsI €CTh, KpOMe MOei BeYHOM KU3HU. 51 Obl U ee oTaana, HO
TOI/la 3a4eM MHE BOCKpellIarh €ro. ..

83



O. C. YeproBa. «besymusiii Erumner»

— Jlagno, ycriokoiicst, — JIMIMT CHUCXOAUTENBHO YIBbIOHYIACh. — $1 He TOTpedyIo OT TeOs TaKMX
*kepTB. [laBait JOroBOpHMCS Tak: ThI BHITIOTHUIIID JIIOOOE MOE JKeJIaHue, WK s 3a0epy TBOIO BEYHOCTh
BCIO JIO KaIlH. ..

— Xoporno, — bact cornacuiiach, He pa31yMbIBasi.

JIMUT MogHSANACh U OCMOTpeJIach, OHAa OBICTPO HAIlIa UCKOMOE — OOJIBIIION 30JI0TOM KYOOK U
HOX, M TIPOTSIHYJIA 9TO pacTepstHHou bacr.

— Hamonam kyOok cBoeii KpoBbIO, — MpHUKa3ajia oHa. — 5 co3maio He Jofei 1 He OOroB, Tak,
UTPYIIKY, BCE PaBHO, YTO Pa3BJIEKaThCs HA JIOXkKE camoil ¢ coboi. Ho Thl e He Xo4elb MyKUuHY,
BJTIOOJIEHHOTO B MEHSI U CIIOCOOHOTO TOJIbKO Ha pa3BiieueHus B octenn? S co3mam 0O0N0UKY, B €ro
KUJIaX TIOTEYET TBOSI KPOBb, U B 3TO BMECTHJIMIIIE MBI ITOCETUM €ro OeCCMEpTHBIN JTyX.

Bacr He crasna Memymth. OHa pa3MaxHysIach M MOJIOCHYJIA HOXOM 110 3ansicThio. [Toka pyouHo-
Basi KpoBb bacT MelieHHO cTekana B cocya, JImmmt 3aHsiack cBoell padoroii. OHa ¢ coxaieHHeM
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOW yKa3aTesIbHbIN aJiell.

— Hy, ecnu Tebe Hy)eH OOr 1 MOBENIUTENb, — OHA MOXaJla TUIeYaMHy M C pa3Maxy yaapuia KHH-
JKaJIoM 1o naJibly. — ['oroBo, bacr...

Bacr otonBrHYa OT ce0st HATIOIHEHHBIH O KpaeB KyOok. OHa yke Tepsijia co3HaHue, HO JInuT
TIO/IHECIa €1 BOJIBL.

— Beoineit, MHe HyXHa TBOS [IOMOILIb.

Bacr ¢ Tpynom nogHsiiach 1 B3si1a B pyKHM COCY[l, KOTOPBIN NTpuHeca eit JInumr.

Jlunut Havana kongoBath. CHavasna OHa peBpaTUiia CBOM Majiell B IIACTUYHYIO Maccy 1 Opo-
cuia ee Ha nonl. Termepb Macca pocia ¥ puHUMaia (hopMy CaMOCTOSITETHHO.

— KpoBb! — kpukHyna JIniur v npoTsaHyIa pyky.

Ona BeixBaTWIa y BacT U3 pyk KyOOK M BBHIIUIECHYJIA COAEpPKMMOe Ha OechOpMEHHYIO elle
Maccy. Macca nornoruiia KpoBb.

— IMpuroroBbes, bact, — mporoBopuiia JInnut, He 00opaurBasich. — Kak TobKo MosiBATCS ouep-
TaHUS TOJIOBBI, OTKPBIBAW COCY/ M MOHECH ero O1m3Ko. Y Tebs onHa monbiTka. Thl He AHYOHC, B
PYyKe AyIy He YICp:KHIIb. . .

Bact monmuana. OHa Kpernko cxuMasa B pyKax MaJ€HbKUNA COCY/.

Tem BpeMeHeM Macca pocia M cTajia MPUHUMATh OuepTaHus desoBeka. [losBuimch ruieuw,
PYKH U, HAKOHEIl, FOJIOBA.

— Hy xe, bact! — 3akpuyuasna Jlunur.

Bact notsaHyna 3a mpoOKy W3 CBEpHYTOM KOXKU U OpocHIach Briepe K O3TMKOMY YeJIOBEKY,
KOTOPBII CO CTPAHHBIM KJIOKOTAHBEM POC, MOAHUMAJICA, (hopMUpOBAICH. .. bacT npubmsuna pyky
C COCYIOM K Ipyay O€37IMKOro M BbIIEpHYJIa MPOOKY... ['omyboBarasi JbIMKa C JIETKMM CBEYEHUEM
OKyTaJla CHavaJja rojioBy, a IOTOM U Bce Tesio. bacT otnpsiHyia, oHa He MOHMMAaJa, YTO MPOUCXOAUT.

— 310 AOomKHO ObITh Tak? THl qymaelb, 3TO MpaBWIbHO? — BacT B maHWKe CTHCHY/IA PyKY
TMOJIPYTH.

JIvnut nomopiuumiack.

— ThI ciomaenib MHE PyKy, — OHa C TPYZIOM ocBoOoauIack. — 51 He 3Hato. HyxHO aaTb.

JIpIMKa Bce elle BUTaia BOKPYT OE3/MKOro, U pacCCMOTPETh TO, YTO MPOUCXOIMJIO 32 HEHl, ObLIO
HEBO3MOXHO. bacT kycasna ryObl, OHa yxe Tepsijla CO3HaHHe, KOT/ia BAPYT TOT, KTO ObLT co3aaH JInmmrt,
c rpoxotoM ynait. bact BckpukHyina, a JIMIUT ¢ ”HTEpeCOM CKJIOHIIIACh Hajl HUM. JIpIMKa pa3Besiiach.
Ha nony nesxan Ocupuc, BBICOKHUI 1 MYCKYJIUCTBIH, CMyTJIasi ero Koxa Oblila HeMHOT'O BJIakHOU. [ 1a3a
ero ObUTH 3aKPBITHI, TYCThIE MEIHBIE BOJIOCHI PA3METAIMCh BOKPYT TOJIOBBI, KAK COMHEYHbIe JTydu. OH
OBbLIT HAT U MPEKpaceH.

Bacr omycrmiack Bozje Hero Ha KojieHu. OHa MPUJIOKIIA TOJIOBY K €r0 Ipy/Iu.

— Ceparie, — npormenTania 60ruHs. — Y Hero Obercs cepaiie. . .

Omna nogHsIa JIMIO, Ha Ty0ax ee Oykaana yibiOKa, a U3 I71a3 CTPYWIIUCH Clie3bl. JIMIUT moKa-
yaJia roJI0BOM.
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— IlpaBaa, bacr, Tbl, Kak AUTS, aXke HE BEPUTCH... — OHA MOXKaja riedamMu. — Heyxenu bt
TaK €ro JOOUIIIb?

— 4 mpocTo oueHb J0JITO ero xaaia, — B3poxHyna bact. — Ho tenepb oH MOM. ...

— Kak b1 ckpoers ero ot Anyouca? OH Beb 01aroBOJIMT CMEPTHOM. .. — HarOMHMIA JInmuT.

— 51 mozepky ero 371ech, B 3aMKe, JO HOBOJIYHHSI. DTOT rofl OCOOEHHBIN, BIIEPBBIE OT CO3AAHMS
MHUpa ¥ TIaHTeOHa OOroB Ha 3eMJyo crmyctutcs: Maar. OHa BeHYaeT Ha I1apcTBO IVIaBHBIX OOroB. B
MPOIUIBIA pa3 oHa 3akiounia Opak mexay Vcumoii u Ocupucom. M B 3T0 HOBOJyHHE BCE TIOBTO-
purtcs. Tonbko Terneps psaoM ¢ HUM Oyay cTosiTh s1. M Best rpsityniasi BEYHOCTh OyZieT HaIlluM MeIo-
BbIM MecsiieM. OH cTaHeT MOMM MykeM, a Mcuyia HaBeKH OCTaHeTCs CMEPTHOM, OT MepeposKIeHUsI
K MIePePOKICHUIO.

JIunur Bee ee paccmarpuBaiia Ocupuca.

— Ila, oH 1 BrpaBay BenukoseneH. OH TakKuUM U ObuUT?

bacr kuBHyIa.

— 4] HaBeku B HoNTY MIEepes TOOOM.

— OnHo xenanue, Bact, Bcero oqno. MHaue st BepHy naser] Ha MecTo U 3a0epy TBOIO BEYHOCTb.
[Tporaii.

W JInnut, 06epHYBIIMCH OTPOMHOM MTHUIIEH, UcYe3Jla BO MpaKe HOYH.

Bacr omycrmiiack Ha KoseHu psgom ¢ Ocupucom.

— Wcupa, Th1 107T0 BIagena BceM 3TUM, — OHa MpoBesia PyKol 1o ero rpyau. — Ho Teneps B
HEM TeueT MOsl KpoBb. .. OH MOil.

Ha nHe06o0 B30111a TIOJTHAS JTyHA.

[Mpomuia Henens ¢ Toro AHs, Kak Ctea oOHapyKiia M3MEHEHH 1, POUCXOASAIIIE C AMEHOM.
C xaxasiv qHeM Kupusut HaOupasicst cuil, K HeMy BO3Bpalliayiach ¥ Obliasi yBepeHHOCTh B cede. Pac-
TePSIHHOCTh ucye3na, 1 Kupwin cran takum, Kakum Obul U pasbine. Cteiia Oblla ¢ HUIM KPOTKa
u MomyamuBa. OHa Bce HMKAaK HE MOIVIAa BHIOpaTh MPaBWIIBHYIO JIMHUIO TTOBE/ICHUSI, BEb OHA TIO-
npexHeMy OblIa yBepeHHa, 4To AMeH kuBeT B Teste Kupwina. U B TaiiHe Hazies1ach, 9TO OH MOXKET
NOSIBUTHCS cCHOBA. Ho BpeMst 11110, ¥ npeskHUIA KMpWILT NOMHOCTBIO BHITECHIIT PU3PAYHOTO AMeHa.

Kupusn cran HacranBath, YTOOBI OHM TEPEIUIN XUTh B IyCTOW JIOM pOOUTENieid. DTO ObUIO
JIOTUYHO: 3a4€M TeCHUTBCS 3]IeCh, KOTIa B IBYX IIarax CTOUT ITyCTOH IMUKapHbIA 0coOHsAK? CTelna
OTBevaJia YTO-TO HEONpeAeIeHHOE, YTO OOUTCS OCTaBUTh AHJpest OMHOTO, MaMa 3aJepKUBaJIach erie
Ha Hezpemo. Kupwut oterynun Ha Hepienmo, Ho CTeia mpeK pacHO IOHUMAJIa, YTO BEYHO TaK JJTUThCS
He MokeT. Eif Hy’)HO ObUIO pa3 ¥ HaBCer/a ONpeAeIuThCs, XOUeT JIM OHA OCTaBaThCsl C HUM TaKUM,
KakKOW OH €CTh, WJIM K€ OTIYCTHTh €rO Ha Bce 4YeThlpe cTOpoHbl. CTesuia Mydmsiach, HO OTBET He
npuxoani. HyxkeH OblT TOMYOK, TIOACKA3Ka.

Beuepamu Cresia crapasiach MogoJblie 3aCHIEThCs 32 paboToi, YToObl Kupuiin yenen ycHy Tb.
Ho no mepe Toro, kak Kupuiun craHoBUJICS Kperde, ero sKeIaHus BO3pacTau.

Kak-To HOYbIO, OKOJIO Tpex yacoB nononyHour, CTesia Ha IBIIMOYKaxX MPOKpaiach B CIIAIBHIO
U, 3aTauB JIbIXaHKe, OMYCTHIIACh Ha KpoBaTh. OHA TOJIBKO XOTela 00JIErYeHHO B3/I0XHYTh, KaK MOYyB-
CTBOBaJIa 3a CIIMHOM JABMXeHue. Pyka Kupuiia ckonb3nyna no ee 6eqpy, OoH IpUOIU3WICS K Hel U
CTaJl LIeJIOBATh €€ B ILEI. . .

Cresuta BCKOYMJIA Y CKa3aJIa, 4yTO 3a0blIa BEIKIIOUNTL YaiHUK. OHa OOCMKOM IM00eKaJIa BHUAS,
JOJTO CHJeNa Ha KyXHe, a IOTOM TMXOHBKO MpoOpaiack B KOMHATy OpaTa M IMpocnaia Tam B Kpecie
10 yTpa.

Ha crenyromyto HOUb aTaka moBTOpMIIack, KMpui iesioa ee, a OHa, CTUCHYB 3yOBl, ITBITAJIACh
310 TeprneTh. CaMoe CTpaHHOe, YTO KOTJia B 9TOM 3Ke Tejie JoMUHMpoBasl AmeH, Cteia cama Oblia
rOTOBa Ha HEr0 HAOPOCHUTHCS, a TeNepb MPOCTO C AYITH BOPOTHJIO.
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Kupusn nouyBcTBOBaN nosHoe Ge3pasinurie co ctoponsl Cteutsl U pa3osnmics. OH Bo3Mmy-
mascs, yrto Crena K Hemy HacToibko xononHa. A Creiia B OTYasiHUM 3as1BMJIA, YTO BOOOIIE He
UCITBITBIBACT K MY)KYMHAM HHUYETO, KPOME JIPYKECKUX UyBCTB.

— 4l myman, ThI cTasia Ipyroi, Tl Tak 3a0oTIiIack 000 MHe! — kpuyan Kupun. — Mama ckazadna,
4YTO THI IEBATH MECALIEB HE OTXOAMIA OT MEHS B OOJBHUIIE. 3HAUUT, THl OOAJIaCh 32 MeHd? 3HAYMT,
s fopor Tede?

Creta MoT4a OTBEPHYJIACH.

— A 4TO Temneph: CTOMJIO MHE BBI3ZIOPOBETH — U 51 CHOBA HEXOPOIIT 1Sl TeOst!

Kupwiin rpoxHyIt IBEpHIO ¥ CpeTd HOUYM OTIPABUIICS B IOM porutesieit. CTesuia yeublimana, Kak
XJIOITHYJIA BXOJIHAS IBePh U B3JJOXHYJIA C OOJIErYeHueM.

It0 OBLIO IOX0XkE HAa CyMACHISIINI TOM, UICTOPHUS TOIUIA TI0 KPYTY.

— XBarut, — nogymana Cresuia. — Yimen u myctb. Uto ke Terneps noaesaerib. . .

[Mponwno Tpu aus. Kupunn He nosieiisuics. Cresuia Masiiachk. M He yIMBUTENBLHO, BEIb JIOJTUX
JeBSITh MeCslIeB OHA TIpryJasia ceOst TOOUTh STOT CTPAHHBIN KOKTeiIb Kupuiia u Amena. U terepb
Creiie TpyIHO ObIJIO OTACTUTD MX IPYT OT APYra. ITO MOXET BHIIJISIIETh CTPaHHO, HO Kupuut Toxe
CTaJj eid, o-CBOeMY, JIOpOr.

[Mozano Beuepom Cresuia HaOpocuia KypTKy U oTiipaBuiack K Kupusuty. OHa permia mpocto
MOCMOTPETh Ha JIOM, TOPAT JIM OKHA, BCE JIM C HAUM B TIOPSAJKE, U TUXOHBKO HE3aMEUEHHOM YHTH
JOMO¥.

Crena u3gany yBUesa, 9To CBETATCS TOIBKO HECKOJIBKO OKOH TiepBoro taxka. OHa mojomnuia
ommxe. Kanmutka Obuta He 3anepra, v Ctelnia permia BouTi. OHa MojIonuia K oMy, OKHa CBETHITUChH
B TOCTHHOW M B KabuHete otiia Kupwina. Kamo3u ObuUti CriyiieHsl, ¥ B IoMe CTOsiIa a0COMOTHAS
TUImmHa. D10 BeTpeBokmio Cresury. OHa MOAHSIACH IO CTYNIEHbKaM Ha KPBUTBIIO U TPOHYJIa BXOJHYIO
JBEPb, Ta JIETKO OTBOPUJIACH.

Bce BHYTpH CcXaloch OT HENMPUATHOTO TpeadyBcTBus. CTesuia BOIUIA B TOCTHHYIO — HUKOTO.
N3 kabuHeTa JOHOCHIIUCH HETPOMKUE 3BYKH, KaKkasi-To MbIIMHAs BO3HsA. CTellia 3aaposkaia, mocie
MPOIIE/IINX ErUIeTCKUX COOBITHI OHA OKHMJIaJia YBUAETh YTO YTOTHO: TPEMYUYHX 3MeH, IPaKOHOB,
noxuparomux cepane Kupwna... Crenna TonkHyma ABeph B KaOuHeT. Ha kokaHOM TUBaHE B YTy
Kupwin nackan oOoHaxkeHHYI0 OapsiiHio. CTesuia He cpa3y cooOpasuia, uto 3t1o Jlapuca, Ta camas,
MapuKMaxepia.

Cremna, Kak TOJBKO MOTJIA, OBICTPO 3aKpbUla IBEPh W, MHHOBAB TOCTHUHYIO, BHICKOUWJIA HA
ynuity. Kupusut gorHait ee Bo IBope, OH OBbUT TOJIBIM IO TIOsICa ¥ HA XOJTy 3aCTeTMBaJT JKUHCHI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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