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BaxHeHnko EJjieHa

OH HpOCHyJICH B HE3HAKOMOM 3aMKe, Irie BJlaCTBOBAJIU
CBOU 3aKOHBI Y NpaBuJa. OTHILLET JIK OH JOpory Ha3azx?
I/IJ'II/I eMy cym,aeHo HaBE€KH SaTepHTbCH B ‘-Iy>KOI‘/JI pea.}Ib-
HOCTH, CTaB IOKOPHBIM paboM HeBegoMoro Xo3siuHa?

U, HakoHey, kakue dos12u oH dosxceH omdambs?! Komy?!



maa 1. KommMap HasaBy

Bnaga pasbyauna ronoBHas 6onb. OTYasiHHO JIOMWIO BWCKM, BO34yX pe3an ropsio, C/OBHO OCTpas
6puTBa, a BO pTy ollyllanacb NpoTUBHAsA ropeyb...

OH nNpUHANCA My4yuTenbHO nepebupaTb MNocneAHWe BOCMOMUHAHUA. KaeTcs, npealecTBOBaBLUUIA
CHY BEYEp He OT/IMYancs HUYEM 0COBEHHbIM... B ueM e Torga npobnema?

CaaBliuncb, Bnaa nocrapancst oTKpbITh [1asa, U CMyTHbI€ OMaceHUs He3aMeaUTeIbHO onpaBAanncb —
COMIHEYHbIA CBET MOAENCTBOBAl KaK pacKaieHHble WMMUbl, BbIHYAMB HOHOWY 3aXMypuTbcs. OTAbl-
LIABLINCb, NapeHb PUCKHYJ MOBTOPUTb 3KCNEPUMEHT, U Ha 3TOT pas MomnbITKa yBEeHYanacb ycrexom.

MrHoBeHMe OH 0603peBasl OKpYy>Kalollee MPOCTPAaHCTBO, HECKO/IbKO 3bl6KOE WM pacrn/biBY4aToe — Ha-
BEPHOE, CKasblBasacb XyTyalluas MUrpeHb. HakoHeL OTAefibHble LBETHbIE MSATHA C/OXWIWUCL B yC-
TONYMBYIO KapTUHY, U Bnaa pesko cen B Noctenun. YBUAEHHOE NOBEPr/0 €ro B TaKoe M3yMeHne, 4To
OH OLUAsIeNo 3aBepTes rosloBOM, CUIACH OMO3HATb 3araflouHyo cnanbHioo. OAHAKO, YBbl, TWETHO.

HeT, aTa KOMHaTa OblNla eMy pelnTenbHO He3HakoMa! XOoTsa «KOMHaTa» - Yepecyyp rpoMKOe HasBa-
HMEe ANns CToNb YOOron Kenbu.

NMomMelleHe 3aHMMano CoBceM Hebonblylo nnowanb, 06om OTCYTCTBOBaAW, @ KaMeHHble CTEeHbl Ha-
noMmHanu ceoAbl newiepbl. Huuero, 4to cbirpaso 6bl posb namnbl, Bnag He 3amMeTun: UCTOYHUKOM
CBeTa HaBepHsAKa CNYXW/I0 OKHO apoyHon dopMbl - 6e3 CcTekos, NOAOKOHHMKA U NMpo4ynx Heobxoau-
MbIX aTpubyToB. 3aBepllatoWwmM WTpMXoM bblna 3acTenieHHas NnaTaHbIM NJeAoM AepeBsiHHas CKambs,
BEPOSITHO, CYMTaBLUAACS KpoBaTbio. Hy, a XXeCcTkui Banuk (KaMHAMKW ero, 4to v, Habunu?!), Buammo,
3aMeHs NOAYLUKY.

«M Kak 9 ToONbKO nMpocnan Ha 3TUX A0CKaX BCH HOYb?! — MPOHECNoCb B MbICMAX. - He yauBUTENbHO,
UYTO Yy MeHs pa3sslaMblBaeTcs rososal»

KpsaxTa u nocTtaHbiBasi, Bnag nogHsancsa um I'IpV|6)'IVI3VIﬂCF| K apO4YHOMY OKHY — And 3TOro XBaTtuso oAHO-
ro wara, - U, BblrnsaHyB, CAaBJIEHHO OXHYIJ1.

Moxoxe, OH YMyApPWACA OY4YTUTbCA NMPUMEPHO Ha ABAALATOM 3Taxe ApeBHero ocobHsAKka (XOTHd passe
B AAPEBHOCTM CTPOWU/IN TaKme BbICOKME 34aHuAa?!), pacnonoXXeHHOro Ha BeplmHe ropbl. A MOXeT 6bITb,
TaWHCTBEHHbIN 3@MOK U CaM ABJISASICA YaCTbiO FOPHOM Nopoabl?

-f cowen Cc yma, - KOHCTAaTUpOBas lOHOWa. — Y MeHsa rajrunHaumm. S X BpoLe HUYEro Takoro He
npMHUMan HUKoOraa...

BbICyHYBLUNCb HapyXy Mo4Tu 40 nosica, Brnaa owyTun KoXel XonoaHble KaMeHHble CTEHbI, K KOTOPbIM
NMoHeBOJIe MPUXasCs, U TONbKO B 3TOT MUI OCO3HaJs, YTO MOJIHOCTbIO ObBbHaxkeH. OH HuKoraa He Jsio-
XWCA cnaTb HAarMM — 3a UCKJIIDYEHWEM TEX C/ly4yaeB, Korga B OTCYTCTBME POAUTENEN Yy Hero octaBa-
Jlacb HOYeBaTb MOAPYXKa, - U Tenepb HEMHOro CMyTuUncs. NokpacHeB, NapeHb NMPOBOPHO CKOJIb3HYJI
06paTHO Ha KpPoOBaTb W TOPOMJIMBO 3aMOTasiCa B TOHKOE MOKpbIBano. bykBanbHO CeKyHAY CnycTs cob-
CTBEHHas MpeayCMOTPUTENbHOCTb HOHOLWY MopajoBana - pa3fancs LWen4yok OTnMpaeMoro 3amka,
OBEPb HacCTeXb pacnaxHyflacb, U B KOMHaTy 604p0 LarHyn MyX4duHa net TpuauaTtu. Bnag c Hagex-
OOMN N B TO K& BpeMS 0NacKon B3r/ISAHYN Ha Hero.

DTOro MoOJIOAOrO YesnoBeKa OH BUAEN BMNeEpBble — Kak, BApoYeM, U BCE BOKPYr. BbICOKUN, NOATAHYTbIN,
CTaTHbIA, OH 6bla A4OCTAaTOYHO MpUBMEKATENbHbLIM — K HEAOCTaTKaM OTHOCUJICS pa3Be 4uTo WpaM yepes
BCIO MpaBylo LWeKy, OT CKy/bl A0 noabopoaka. B ocTasnbHOM Xe ero BHeWHOCTb oCTaBanacb NpakTu-
yeckn 6e3ynpeyvyHon: cMmyrfas Koxa, MSArkue CBeTNI0-KalTaHOBble BOJIOCHI, obpaMmasowme amuo
U3SLWHBbIMX BONTHaMK, nagHas durypa c Xopowwo NpOPUCOBAHHbIMWU MbIWLAMU... 3efleHble pacKkocble
rnasa cMoTpenu Ha Bnaga c Henobpol MpoHWEN, U MapeHb cnerka BCTPEBOXWIICA: KOrga OH ycnen
Bbl3BaTb HEMPUA3HbL?

HesHakoMeL 6bli1 OZIET AOCTATOYHO MPOCTO — B YEPHbIN XUMET U YepHble Xe 6plokn cBo6oaHOro Kpos,
K MOSICY KOTOPbIX KPEMUINCb HOXHbI. paBoi pyKoW My»X4UMHA CKUMaN pyKoaTb nieTkn. OCTaHOBUB-
LINCb B LIEHTPE NMOMELLEHNS, OH XONOAHO Y/bIGHYICA U CKasan:

-Mpuwen oTaaBaTb AOSMU, HE TaK 1n?
-Hukyna a He npuxoaun! — orpbi3Hyncsa Bnaa. — NoHATUA He nMero, Kak TyT odyTtuncs!
My>4YnMHa KOPOTKO paccMessiCs, OTKPOBEHHO HacnaXxaascCb cuTyaumen:

-botocb, Apy>XOK, Aoporu Hasaj Tebe HMKorga He oTbicKaTb!



Bnan cowypuncsa, BrnsabiBasiCb B NOAMNOPYEHHOE LWpPAaMOM Nuuo cobecegHuka. O yem 6onTaeTt 3T0T
CTPaHHbIN TUM?!

-UTak, ang Hayana 3anoMHU — MeHs 30ByT Hukons. Onsa 1ebs — rocnoauH Hukons.

-BoT ewe! - npe3putenbHo pbipkHYN Bnaa, noHEBOIE XOPOXOPSACh. — Thl MHE He rocnoaunH!
Jlnuo Hunkons nckasuno 6eleHCcTBO, N3ypoaoBaB NMpaBuiibHble YepTbl FOPasao OlLyTUMEE LipaMa.
-foBopwu noeexnueee, LWeHOK!

-CaM weHok! — okoH4aTenbHo paso3nuica Bnaag, v ropsyas BoOJHA cnenomn APOCTN CMblJla 3apoXx-
AatoLwnincs ctpax. — N cam rosopu nosexnveee!

-3anoMHu, NauaH, 9 uMel npaso M3buTb Tebs BOT 3TUM XJIbICTOM A0 nonycMepTu! — npurposmn Hu-
KOS, NPUMNOAHAB KHYT.

Bnan owepusncsa B 3101 yCMELWKEe — B 3TOT MUI OH HAMOMWHas XMLLHMKA, 3arHaHHOro OXOTHMKOM B
JNIOBYLUKY, HO OTHIOAb He cobupatowerocs rubHyTb 6e3 6os:

-Hy He oo cmepTu e, npaBaa? A 6onm g He 60otochb!

-MoBepb, TAKOW 6051 Tbl elle HUKOrAa He UCMbITbIBas, - BHE3aMHO YCMNOKOUBLUWUCL, BKPaA4YMBO Npo-
n3Hec ero cobeceaHuk.

BbITb M36UTbIM X/IbICTOM Bnaay, KOHEYHO, He XOTEeNOCh - HO Jlyylle YMepeTb Mo MbiTKaMu, Yem npu-
3HaTb Nepea 3TUM CaAUCTOM COBCTBEHHYIO CnabocTb!

-Tbl X04elWwb HanyraTtb MeHa? — C genaHHon 6e33aboTHOCTbI0 ocBegoMuacsa oH. — Hy, Tak n3obpetun
Apyrne apryMmeHTbi!

HWKoNa HacMeLWnnBO YNbIGHYNCS, WBbLIPHY/ €My Ha KpOBaTb BOPOX KAKOW-TO TKAHW U €XMAHO Mporo-
BOpUN:

-HenpemeHHO n306peTy! Thl NOKa 0AEHbLCS M CAYCKANCs B CTOIOBYIO Ha MepBbli 3TaX. He nosBuLbes
B TeUeHMe ABaguaT MUHYT — NeHsN Ha cebsa! NpoBepnM, HAaCKONbKO Tbl 60/1€YCTONYMB...

OH HETOPOMNJINBO BbILWIEN, a Bnap,, OCTaBWNCb B 0AMNHOYECTBE, TYNO YCTaBWU/ICA Ha 3axXJIOMNHYBLUYHCA
ABepb. HeyXenn BOT Tak BOT CXOASAT C yMa? Ho ecnmn eMy CyXXAeHO COMTU C yMa — MOYEMY OH He BO-
o6bpaszun cebs kakmm-Hnbyab HanoneoHom?!

BblpyraBLncbk CKBO3b 3y0Obl, NAapeHb 3anyCTUN «MOAYLUKOW» B YFrON KOMHAaThI.
XXX

..Bnan o4dHyncsa oT 3Byka OTKpbiBAaeMoi ABepu. B3aporHyB, mapeHb pesKo BbIMPSIMWUACS, ULO ero
HanpsArnocb, OKaMeHesno, a nanblbl C CUION CXKanu Kpal MPOCTbIHU. 3HAUYUT, YXKe MpoLIo ABajauaTb
MWHYT, U 3TOT TUM BEPHYJICS BOMIOTUTb B XXM3Hb CBOIO Yrpo3y?

OfHaKo Mopor nepecTynui BoBCe He HUKOMA, @ pbiXeBosiocas AeByLUKa JIET WecTHaauatv, obnaveH-
Hasi B JOBOJ/IbHO HeEOObIUYHbIM Hapsaa. FOHowa paccnabunacsa v gaxe cymen ynablbHyTbCs, B3NS4 ero
BecesibiM 1I060MNbITCTBOM 06€Xal HECKOIbKO 3K30TUUYECKYI0 0AeXay HE3HAKOMKMU.

HoBas roctbsi He OTHOCMIaCb K YUCNY POKOBbIX KPACOTOK, XOTA el Hesnb3s 6blNo oTKkasaTb B MWUSIO-
BWAHOCTU: ANIMHHbIE BbIOLMECS BOOCHI LiBETa YepBOHHOIMO 30/10Ta, MasieHbKoe TpeyrosbHoe JINYNKO
C TOHKUMW, HEe C/AULIKOM Bbipa3uTenbHbIMKM YepTaMm, 6negHas pocCCbifNb BECHYLLEK Ha NepeHocuue....
CpegHero pocra, 13slWHas, AeBylwkKa nponssoanna 6bl BnedaTaeHne npocTo XOpPOLIeHbKOW, ecnun 6bl
He AMKOBMHHOE oAesHue A0 NAT LBeTa C/IOHOBOM KOCTU, MpuaaBaBLlee CBOen X03saike 0cobblii WwapM.
HeBecomo-nierkoe, oOHO OCTaB/s/I0 OTKPbITLIM IEBOE MJ1e40, @ Ha NosicCe NepexBaTbiBasioCh TYron anom
neHTon, cBo60OAHO CTPYSACb A0 CaMbIX LWMKONOTOK. Mo 6okaM nnatbe npowunto He 6b1s10, U Teno 3na-
TOBIACKWN Ka3as0Cb MoayobHaXXeHHbIM.

PbixkeBosiocast He3HaKoOMKa OCTaHOBMAACh Yy nopora u yablbHynach:
-C pobpbiM yTpom!

-Kyaa yx pnobpee, - HACTOPOXEHHO MMAAS Ha HEe, XMbIKHYN Bnaa. — MOXeT, CKaxelwb MHE, B KaKoM
cyMacllelemM oMe A OYyTusica?

-8 3Ha He HaMHoro 6onblue TBOEro, XOTs XMBY TYT AOCTAaTOYHO AaBHO. Hukons Benen nomoub Tebe
pa3obpaTbCsi C 04EXA0N, - BEXINBO coobwmna aeBylwka. — [laBa NoTOponuMMCs, Yyepes naTHaAauaThb
MWHYT HaM HeobX0AMMO BbiTb B CTO/IOBOM, MHAYe HAC OXUAAKT KPYMHble HEMPUATHOCTMU.



-A 4TO, OH XEHLUMH ToXe BbeT KHYTOM? — BOPY/JMBO ocBegomuncsa Bnag, ¢ onackon nepebupas oc-
TaBNIEHHbIE EMY BeELLM.

-He npoBepsina, - B3ApOrHyB, Npm3Hanacb cobecegHuua. MpubnmsmelINCb K KpoBaTK, OHa 3abpana y
HEro >XeM4yy>XHO-Cepyto, LIEeKOBYK Ha owynb, MaTepuio, 604p0 BCTPAXHYNA CKOMb3KYH TKaHb U Be-
nena: - BctaBan, s nomory Tebe.

Bnaa 4yTb 6b1710 HE BbINOHUA ee Npocb6y, HO BOBPEMS BCMOMHUI, YTO HEOZET.

-4... 393... YUECTHO roBop4H... - CTyLIEBABLINCb, OH TOPOMANBO nobasun: - Thl MPOCTO CKaXwu, KakK 3TO
HaAeBakT, 4 CaM CnpaB/1iOCb.

-X0poLo, - HEMHOIo YAMB/IEHHO corslacunack oHa, noxas njaedamu. — CMOTpU: Ctoda NPOCOBbIBaELlb
rosioBy, BOKpyr taanu obxBaTblBaellb 3TUM MOSACKOM...

Mocne MATUMUHYTHBLIN ycunuii Bnag cymen koe-kak o6nauntbCs B CBOM Hapsd — 3TO OKa3alloCb He
TaK yX MpOCTO, MOCKOMbKY AEBYLUKa He CTana Ae/IMKaTHO OTBOpaymBaTbCs, M OAeBaTbCs MPULLIOCH
npenMyLLecTBEHHO Mo NOKpbIBaIOM.

-HakoHeu, naem ckopee! — HeTepnesnnBo No3Basia OHa, ogHako Bnaa nepsbiM AenoM nogollen K 3ep-
Kany.

-F'ocnoan 6oxe, Hy N KNOYH! — B cepauax BOCKAMKHY OH, MOTPSACEHHO YCTaBMBLUMUCH Ha COH6CTBEHHOE
oTpaxkeHne. 3epkano 6bI10 KPUBbLIM U MCKaXano AENCTBUTENbLHOCTb, M BCe-Taku npeacrtaBieHne o6
obLwen KapTuHe ga)ke oHO AaTb MOr/o0.

Ha Bnaga cepaAuTo M pacTepsHHO CMOTpeN BbICOKWMI XyAOLWaBbl MapeHb NeT ABajuaTu C KOPOTKO
OCTPMXKEHHbIMU CBET/I0-PYCbiMU BosiocaMu. LLmpokmne yepHble 6poBuK, Bbipa3uTesibHble Kapue rnasa,
Bnasble LWEKN, TOYEHbIN, XOTA U HECKONIbKO KPYMHOBAaTbIN, HOC — BCE OCTasioCb MPEXHWUM, K HEMAno-
My obsieryeHumto IOHOLWWN, onacaBLlerocs He y3HaTb cebs camoro. Ho Hapsa! TOYHO Takom Xe, Kak 1y
HE3HaKOMKWN C TULUMAHOBCKUMMK KYAPSIMU, TOSIbKO MacTesibHO-CEPbIN U HAaMHOro Kopo4ye — A0 cepeaum-
Hbl 6eapa. Mosc, K cyacTbio, 6bl1 HE KpacHbIM, a YepHbiM, BaoobaBok Bnaay npenocrasmnm Heyaob-
Hble CaHAanuMn Ha MJIOCKOWN AepeBSHHOM NoAolBe, C AMHHBbIMW KOXaHbIMW peMellkaMn, obxeaTbl-
BalOLWMMM LLMKONIOTKM N MKPbl Ha «APEBHEPUMCKUI» MaHep. [oBeplann HeobblYHbI 06pa3 TecHble
KOXKaHble 6pnaxmu.

-Hy 1 Hy, - yapy4eHHO NpoTSAHYN OH M, CNOXBaTUBLUUCL, NpeacTtaBuncs: — Kctatm, MmeHs 3o0ByT Bna-
oM. A tebsa?

-Muwenb, - TOPONMBO OTO3Basiacb AEBYLIKa M TyT Xe B3MOAUMACb, NMPUYEM B €e rosioce 3a3Bydasnu
NCTEpUYECKMEe HOTKK: - Mpouwy, naem! Octanocb NATb MUHYT, Mbl HE YCMNEEM CMyCTUTbCS !

Bnapg nocnewmnn cornacutbCs:
-Npem-npgem, Mbl NpekpacHo ycneeM, He nepexmnsan!
-TbI-TO OTKYyAa 3Haewb? — PbipkHyna Muwens.

OHM MOKUHYNM KOMHaTy, n Bnapa, 3ax/0nNHyB ABEpPb, WarHyn K OKHy. Huyero HOoBOro oH He yBuaen -
cepble MUKW cKan u Tepswasnca cpeam HUX 3eMns... OWwyTuB, Kak KTO-TO HaCTOMUYMBO TSHET ero 3a
PYKYy, NapeHb onoMHuAcsa u obepHyncsa Kk Muwens. eBywka, 6negHas, ¢ ncnapuHon Ha nbéy, xanob-
HO mMoBTOpMNa:

-Hy, ngem xe! Tbl He npeacTasBsgelb, YTO 3a YesioBek 3ToT Hukon4!

-MoyeMy, NpekpacHoO NMpeacTaBnsto, - He cornacuncs Bnaa, nokopHo nepexogs Ha 6er — Muwenbs ero
PYKYy TakK M He BbiNyCcTunaa, APYyron npuaepxvusBas AAWHHbIA nogon. Ha xoay napeHb NOCTOSHHO Bep-
Ten rosioBoM, NbiTasiCb YBMAETb BCE Cpa3y.

Y3Kuil KOpUAOP, MO KOTOPOMY OHWU MYanucCb, OTAENSAN BHELIHIOK CTEHY C BbICOKMMU apOYHbIMWU OKHa-
MW OT TOM, YTO CKpbiBasia Heapa KOMHaT. HanpoTuB KaXKAoro okHa pacrnofnaranacb AepeBsiHHas ABEpb
C CONMMAHbIM 3aCOBOM, M Bnag Cc onackon u TPeBOron KOCUCS Ha MOLLHble 3aMKM. HanoMuHaeT Tio-
peMHbIn narepsb... Kyaa oH nonan?! 3a kakue rpexm?!

MocneaHAsa ABepb Bena Ha TEMHYKO KAaMEHHYI0 NeCTHULUY 6e3 kakux-nmbo UCTOYHMKOB cBeTa. lMaxno
MbISIbIO N 3aTX/10CTbO, U Bnaa noHeBosie 3aKawwngancs.

-TyT uTO, He ybupatoT? — OTAbIWABLINCL, Ha 6ery oCcBeAOMUICS OH.

Muwens, BbIMYCTUB, HAaKOHEL, ero pyKy, Tenepb CKOMb3UNa Na40HbIO MO MPA3HbLIM Mepusiam.



-Peako, - OTpbIBUCTO MpOM3HEC/a OHa, NepeckakuBas cpa3y yepes ABe CTyneHu. Bnaa vso Bcex cun
cTapasncsi He OTCTaTb - [bIXaHue ero céunocb, a B 60Ky 0TYasAHHO KOJ10/10.

-MoyemMy peako? — TEM He MeHee, YMyAPW/ICS BblAaBUTb U3 cebsi OH.
Mullenb cepauTo oTBeTUNA:

-MOTOMY 4TO XeHLUKWHa, BeayLllas X038MCTBO, He crnocobHa npoaenbiBaTb TakKoW HEMbICIMMbIA 06beM
paboT!

-MOXHO noayMaTb, 3Ta XeHLWnHa — Tbl! — yXMblbHYNCA Bnaga.
Muwenb B340XHYNa:
-Cnywai, gaBar noroBopmM notoM! Mbl ¢ NATHAALATOrO 3Ta)ka AO/XKHbl CNYCTUTbCS Ha NepBbIi!

OH 06MXEeHHO Hacynusicsa, ogHaKo NpoAoskaTb He cTtan. B nwbom cnyyae, 6ecenoBaTb BO BpeMs Mo-
A06HoM npobexkn - 3agada HernmpocTas...

Bce nATHaAuaTb 3TaXel OHM MUHYNWM 3@ CTOMIb KOPOTKWUI CPOK, 4YTOo y Bnaga ocTtanocb BnevaTneHue
CTPEMUTENBLHOIO MosieTa. MulleNb packpacHesnacb, U 3TOT pyMsaHel 6bl1 €ANHCTBEHHbIM MPU3HAKOM
rONI0OBOKPYXUTENbHOrO 6era, XoTs ee CryTHMK BCMOTEN, 3anbixancs 1 gepxancs 3a 60ok.

«Cpa3y 3aMeTHO, YTO Y AEeBYOHKWN M3psiAHas NpakTMKa TakKoro yTpeHHero MouumoHa!» - pasgpaxXeHHo
noayman Bnaa, nokuaas Bcrnes 3a AEBYLIKOM TEMHYIO JIECTHULY.

MepBbIV 3TaX OTAMYaNCs OT NATHaALATOro pasBe YTO BMAOM M3 OKHAa: CKafbl NMpousBoAuMan eue 60-
flee BHyLWUTENbHOE BrneyaT/ieHne, a UX BepLUMHbI TePSSINCL B Cepo-ronybbix Hebecax, HeAOCTYMHble
[ake B3rnagy...

Muwenb pacnaxHyna nepsyo ABEPb U TOPOMNJIMBO BOLWIA B KOMHATY.



I'mapa 2. YTOMUTEJBHEIY ILNEHE

CronoBas okasasnacb y3KMM AJIMHHbBIM NMOMELLEeHNEM B cbopMe neHana.

HanpoTuB ABepu, BNpUTbIK K apo4yHbIM OKHaM, pacrnofarajimcb TpU CTOJSla, C/ieBa TOPLEBYI CTEHY
CKpblBasia rycrtasi noTtpenaHHas wWTopa - cyAs MO [AOHOCSLWEMYCS LWWUMEHUIO U MO3BAKUBAHWUIO, TaMm
npsTanacb KyxHs. Kaxxaas netanb MHTepbepa, Kak U B yb6oroi cnaneHke Bnaga, octaBnsina owyue-
HMEe OTCTPaAaHEHHOCTM OT COBPEMEHHOM uMBUIM3aUUK. Bo BCSIKOM crydae, BoobpaxkeHue napHs He B
cunax 6bi10 06beanHNTL B eanHoe uenoe kabenbHoe TeneBnaeHne n 3ToT APEBHUIA 3aMOK.

«MoXeT, 2 nonan B peanuTu-woy? — BHe3aNnHO NoAyMasn toHOLWa U TyT XXe OTBEepr Henenyw MbICib. —
KoMy s Hy>eH, 4Tobbl BbITBOPSTbL CO MHOM Takoe paau 3abasbi?!»

Mo 3any HETOPOMIMBO pacxaxuBaaun Tpu yenoBeka. OQHOro M3 3TONM TPOMKM MapeHb ToTyac y3Han -
Hukons cobctBeHHOM nepcoHon! [1Boe aApyrux, ofeTble W 3KUMUPOBaHHble MOA06HO 3710M0NYYHOMY
KpacaBLy CO LWpaMoM, bbli/In MoKa HE3HAKOMbI, M MO3HAaKOMUTLCS C HUMK Bnag He cTpemuncs.

OH MpayHO CMOTpEeN Ha HWUX, 3apaHee UCMbITbiBas Henpusa3Hb. OAWH, CTPOVHbIN 6e10KOXKA 6pOHET C
OJIMHHBbIMUM, HMXE NOMNAaTOK, BbIOWMMUCS BOSIOCAMM, HEMHOIO NMOXOAW Ha BbICOKYHO AEBYLIKY. BTopoi,
MOHMXE M NOKPynHee, 0cob60M KpacoToM HE OTAMYANICS — PbIXKWUIA, BECHYLWIYaTbINA, CYTY/bIN...

-BnapasH! - npope3an TULWWNHY MUCTOLWHbIN BOM/b, U KTO-TO MFHOBEHME CMYCTS 3aKJIl04YUI ero B Kpen-
Kne obbatus.

-Kocta?! — HegoBepunBO BOCKNMKHYN Bnaa, npuxoas B cebs oT yameneHus. 1 gencrentenbHo, psiaom
C HMUM CTOSN Nyywun apyr, 6bIBLWUMIA OAHOKIACCHUK U HbIHELWHWUA COKYPCHUK KocTsa MenbHukoB. Oa-
HOro pocta c npuatenem, Kocts 6bin 60nee wupokonaeymm M nanuHe XyaowaBblM — Ka3anocCb, B
HEM HEeT HM rpamMma MbllwL UAn xunpa. KopoTKnii eXxmkK TEMHbIX BOJSIOC, Becenoe, C NoABMXHON MUMU-
KOM, MU0 W Kpyrible Kapue rnasa — Aa, 3To oH, oH! B nopbiBe 4yyBCcTB Bnag ¢ cunon obHan KocTio,
XOTS1 06bIYHO HE CKJTIOHEH 6bI/1 MPOABAATL 3MOLUMU CTOMb 6ypHO.

-9 Teba yxxe aHA Tpwu pasbickaTb He Mory! — Bo36yxaeHHO ckasan Bnaa. — Poautenn TBOM Ha Mope U
He B KypcCe, 4TO Tbl Mponas, a g Hadan BOSIHOBATbCH... A0MA HEeT, MOBUSIbHbIA MOMYUT...

KocTs nompayHen:

-Kakoi TyT MOBU/IbHUK... - U OH CO 3Ha4yeHneMm obBen pyKoM CTOMOBY, ABHO HaMeKas Ha CKYAHOCTb
obcTtaHoBkM. [la Bnag n cam MMHYTON paHee ycnesn NpUnTM K aHasIorMYHOMY BbIBOAY: 34ELIHWE YCNOo-
BUS MJIOXO COYETANINCh C Pa3BUTOM TEXHUKOW, B TOM UYMUC/IE U C MOBUIIbHbIMU TenedoHaMu.

BnpouyeM, octaBaTbCs Cepbe3HbIM CNWKOM Aonro KocTs NpocTo He yMen, no3TOMYy B CNeAylLyo Xe
cekyHAy ero rybbl BHOBb pacn/blINCb B LUMPOKOMN yNnbibKe:

-Ho Tbl Beab MeHs Taku Halesn, ara?

-3Haelb... 3TO BbIWIO Kak-TO NpoTuB Moen Bonu! - npusHancsa Bnaa. — 9 vckan tebsa B 6onee 3a-
YPSAOHbIX MeCcTax, YeCTHO roBops, Apyxuiue!

-[a 5 X Hukorga He 6bin 3aypsaaHbIiM! — yXMbIbHYICA TOT U Beceno aobasun: - Tbl, 9 rNSXy, Bblps-
AVAcsa nNo 3aewHen moae! Hpasutca TyHmuKa?

Mpn apyrux obcrostensctBax Bnag, pasymeercs, cpasy oTMeTun 6bl HECYpas3HbIA BHELHWUA BMA NpuU-
ATENA, OAHAKO HbIHEWHAA pea/ibHOCTb BMECTWU/1A B cebs cToNbKO HEOObIYHbIX npeaMeToB 1 aXe Jio-
A€eNn, 4To AocagHas «Meno4yb» BpoAe CTPaHHOM o4exXAbl OTOowJ/1a Ha BTOPOM nnaH. Tenepb Xe napeHsb,
HaBepCTbiBas ynyLweHHOe, NPUHANCS BHMMaTenbHO U He 6e3 npoHum maydatb Koctio. [la, ToYHO Ta-
Koe e AypaLKoe nnaTbe... UKW YTO OHO eCTb?.. TYHuKa?.. Boirnagen ero apyr B nogobHOM «KOCTHO-
Me» LOHEesb35 KOMUYHO.

-Hy v rnynbiii y Te6sa Buaok! — 3aaBun KocTs, ToXe paccMaTpuBaBLUMIA OAHOKYPCHUKA. [py3bsa nepe-
rMSAHYIUCL U, HE BbIIEPXKAB, PACXOXOTaNUCh.

Brnaga nepenoniHAno nMxopaao4YyHoe HepBHOe B036yxaeHue. CobbITUSA HbIHELWIHEro yTpa 3acTaBuau
NMapHs YCOMHUTbCS B COBCTBEHHOM paccyAKe, HO Ternepb MOXHO 6bL10 YCMOKOWUTbLCA Ha 3TOT CYeT.
KocTa - He nnoj BocnasieHHoW haHTasnum CyMacllefillero U He repoil HapKoTUYECKUX rpe3, a BroJiHe
peanbHbIii NepcoHax!

HeBONbHO BbINPSIMUBLUNCHL, Brad OKMHYN CTONOBYH YXXe MeHee XMypbiM B3rfsS4A0M U, CKPUBUB Ty6bl B
yCMellKe, HErpoMKO ckasan:

-Mbl ycTpounu 6ecnnaTtHoe npeactaBneHune!



Kocta 06epHyncs - HEMHOro4YMc/ieHHasa rpynna MonoAbiX A4en, CUaswmx 3a CToflaMm B OKUAAHUN
3aBTpaka, C MHTepecoM Habnogana 3a 4eNCTBOM.

-TyT CKY4HO, — NosicHMN OH. OTHIOAb He pobkuii Bnag ocTancs COBEPLUEHHO paBHOAYLIHbLIM K MOBbI-
LWWEHHOMY BHWUMaHUIO, MU NO60MbITCTBO NMPUCYTCTBYHOLWMX HUCKOIBKO HE cMyTuno ero. OH B CBOK o4e-
peab TOXe CTan paccMaTpuBaTb HabnwopaTenem U, Hago OTMETUTb, MHOIMME MOCMEeLWHO OTBEPHYUCH,
aenas sug, 6yato nayyarT yboruin nersax 3a OKHOM.

-[MouTn BCe o0AeTbl Kak Mbl C TO6Ol71, - 3arosopwun Bnag. - o1u 6anaraHHble HapAaabl OEeNCTBUTENbHO
Ha3bIBAKOTCS TyYHMKaMn? Nnu Tel cam npuayman HasBaHue?

-[la KaXkeTcs TYHUKMW...

Bnag npogonkan c4acTimeo ynblbaTbCs, CNOBHO TOSIbKO YTO BbiMIpas B JI0TEPED. YK BABOEM-TO OHMU
yTo-HMbBYAb coobpa3zsaT!

-MoxeT 6bITb, Bbl CO6/1aroBoaIMTE CECTb 3a CTON? — BHE3aAMHO pa3fnancda Haa HUMK SA0BUTO-/1aCKOBbIN
ronoc. Koctsa nepeMeHusics B vLe M OrNSaHYNCA Yyepes rnievyo.

-Hy, pa3 Tbl NPOCULLb... - A3BUTENLHO NPOTSAHYN Bnaa, c Henpua3Hbio rNsSas Ha ynbibatowerocs Hu-
Kons. Kak OH cyMesn MoAKpacTbCsa TakK TUXO U He3aMeTHO? MpUPOXAEHHbIA XULLIHUK...

Kocta nobneaHen w caenan cTpallHble rnas3a, HO ero Apyr /b NOMOPLMICS U CHOBA OKUHYN Mpu-
AVNPYMBBIM B3r1S40M CTO/bl Y OKOH. 3@ ABYMS M3 HUX CUMAENO MO YEeTbipe YenoBeKa, 3a KpanHuMm cne-
Ba — Muwenb n Kakon-To napeHb. KBHyB B Ty CTOpOHY, Bnaa npeanoxun:

-Moacaaem K HUM?

OHM yCTpOMAUCL HAanpoTMB Muwenb U KpynHOro CBET/I0BOJSIOCOro napHs net agsaguatn. Kocta, nntox-
HYBLWKWCb Ha rpybo cknoveHHbln TabypeT, cepamMTo npowmnnen:

-Hy, Tbl gaewsb! 3auem ero 3Auwb?! OH CaMbIlii HACTOSALWLKMNA NMCUX, U HA CYET KHYTa He WyTuT!
-He Tpycb, - npe3putenbHo noueann Bnaa. Kocta nokpacHen:

-KT0 TpycmT?! MpocTo NpeaoCcTopOXHOCTbL!

-JlagHo, nydlle cKaxwu, rae mMbl? — npepsan ero Bnaa. KocTss He40BOMbLHO MoXas njiedyamu:

-MOHATUSA He uMelo... 9 TYT yXe YeTBepTbl AeHb, U A0 CUX MOP HUYEero He MoHuMal... XXu3Hb 34€ech,
no npasAe, KOWMapHas.

-Yke 3aMeTus, - NpoBopYasn NMpuUsaTeb. Xopollee HAaCTPOEHNE, BCMbIXHYBLUEE MOC/e BCTPeYM C AaB-
HUM APYrOM, YCMeso CMEHUTbLCS MUHOPHbIM.

-TYT HUKTO HUYEro He 3HAET, - BCTaBWJ/1 MOJIHbIN CBET/IOBOMOCHIN HOHOLWA, CyLIaBLWWA UX pa3rosop. —
N cnpawwnBaTb 6ecrnosie3Ho. Hawm TIOpeMLMKM B OTBET MOMYT TO/IbKO KHYTOM OrpeTh!

-51 BCce paBHO b6yay cnpawwuBaTb! — cepauTo colwypuncs Bnag v BcMoTpencsa B nmuo cobecegHuka. -
Tebsa Kak 30BYT, KCTaTK?

-AHApeac, - 6YpKHYN TONCTAK. — A ceba MOXelWb He HasbiBaTb. A Cblwarn.

Bnag npesputenbHO (blIpKHYJS, HOBbIM 3HAKOMEL, HE Bbi3Ban Y HEro MosIoXMUTENbHbIX YyBCTB. XOTS 3a
napy Heaesnb NOAOOHON XMU3HU AaXKe aHresn JUWKUTCA KPbIJIbeB...

-fne 3aBTpak? - crnpocun Bnaa, ornsges nyctoit cton. OTBETUTb €My HE yCnenu — B 3TOT MOMEHT
OKOJI0O HUX OCTaHOBM/IAaCb HEMOJIOAASA FPy3Has XEHLIMHA B CTapoM 3aCcTMpaHHOM MnaThe, ee KalTa-
HOBble 3aBWTble€ BOJIOCbI TOpYasiM BO BCE CTOPOHbI, @ Ha OMJbIBLUEM NINLE 3aCTbIIO BblpaxeHue 6e-
3bICXOAHOCTU. B pyKax oHa Hecsa TSXEN0 Harpy>KeHHbI nogHoc.

-HakoHeu-To! — o6bpagosancsa Bnag, Koraa XeHLmHa NpuHaNacb pacCTaBnsiTb TApenku U KPY>XXKHW.
-He ocobo nukyn, - cympadHo npeaynpeaunn Kocts. — Efa Tebe He noHpaBuTcs.

Bnapg noHan 310 € NMepBOro Xe B3rndaa. Bnoao He Kasanocb arnneTUTHbIM — TOHKWE 3eseHble CTpyu4-
KU, HebonbLUON KYCOK KpaCHOBATOro MgacCa HEMOHATHOIo NponcxoxXxgeHmnda un HepOBHbIVI NOMOTb CyXoro
ceporo xneba. B KPYXKeE ncxoams napom HEN3BECTHbIM HaMUTOK.

C coMHeHMeM noauenms AepeBsHHOM Tpex3ybol BUIKOM OAWH U3 3e/ieHbIX CTPYYKOB, NapeHb HeKo-
TOpoe BpeMs BHMUMaTeNbHO u3ydan ero. KocTa NpbICHY/, SBHO CAEpPXMBAsi CMELIOK, U HEBUHHBLIM O-
JIOCOM OCBEeAOMUIICS:

-)Xgewb, noka pacuseTeT?



-Momonyan 6bl, WyT ropoxosbin! - paszosnuncsa Bnaga.

KocTs, HACKONIbKO He 06uAEeBLUNCH (OH MPUBbLIK K B3PbIBHOMY XapaKTepPy COKYpPCHWKA), MPUCTYNuUa K
3aBTpaKy. Bnaa, Toxe pelwmvBlINCb, CYHYN CTPYYOK B pOT U 60/1€3HEHHO CKPUBWJICS.

-Mo BKycy — BapeHblii Nbipei. bes conu, - NPOKOMMEHTMPOBaN OH BCyX. KocTa He 3aMeannn exuaHo
CNpoCUTb:

-A Tbl Npo6oBas BapeHbI Nbipei? TONbKO HECOSIEHbIN UM CONMEHbIN TOXe?
Y Bnaga BO3HUKJ/IO CMYTHOE XeJflaHWe 3anyCTuTb B Npusatens Buikon. OH MpadyHO NMOKOCWUJICS Ha HEro:
-Tbl MHEe HanoMKWHaelb ocna u3 «llpeka». MNpocTo BbINUTLIN! [Jaxe Ha NMLO NOXO0X.

-A Tbl — Konusa camoro Lpeka, - Beceno 3asaBun KocTsa 1 T0BKO NMPUrHYJICS, YBEPHYBLUMCH OT KyJiaka
Bnana.

-A yTO Takoe LWpek? — noMHTepecoBanacb Muwenb, noraowas CBOK NOpPUMIO MasoCbeaobHbIX CTpyu-
KoB. — [opoa Takon?

Kocta n Bnag yanBneHHO NepernsHyanch.
-Tbl He Buagena mynbtdunbm npo Lpeka? — HegoBepunBo yTouHun Bnag. — OTKyaa xe Tbl pogom?
-N3 Ce3aHuun, - oto3Banacb Muwens.

-A 9 u3 baTtaHckon Pecnybnukun, - pobasun 6moHANH. — U Toxe He cnbiwan o Lpeke, keM 6bl OH HMK
obl1.

KocTsa HEAOYMEHHO BO33PpWUJICA Ha HEro.

-A 9 HMKOrga He cnblwan npo bataHckyto Pecnybnnky n CesaHuio... - Npu3Hancs oH. — Heyxenu tam
pa3roBapuBaloT MNO-pyccKn?

-Mo-pycckn? - nsymunacb Muwenb. — 5 FOBOPIO BOBCE HE MO-pyccku!

-[encTBUTENBbHO, C Yero Bbl B3s/1M, YTO FOBOPMM Ha PYCCKOM? — noaxsBaTtun AHApeac. — Bnepsble
CAblWy O TAaKOM si3bIKe.

-A Mbl Apyrux He 3HaeM! — 03agadyeHHO nodAcHun Bnag.
Ha HeCcKo/bKO MUHYT BOLApWM/IOCb MO/YaHne, BCe YeTBEPO HeLO0YMEHHO MOornsabiBanu Apyr Ha Apyra.

-A, nagHo! - HakoHel caancs Bnag v oTnpaBun B poT KYyCOK Msica. — 3araakoi 60sblue, He Bce nu
paBHoO...

B cneaytollee MrHOBEHME OH 3aMonyan U, 3aKalNsaBLWNCL, OTOPOCUN BUMKY. BCcTpeBoxeHHas Muwenb
neperHynacb 4Yepes CToil.

-Tebe nnoxo?

-HeT, - BbIAOXHYN TOT, C OTBpaLlEHNEM KOCSACb Ha mUcxogsee 6ypon XMAKOCTb MAco. — OHO CbIpoe,
4YTO NN? B HEM KpOBb!

-Hy, 3Haelwb, MHOrME MHOCTPaHLbl 060XalT 6UMLITEKCHI C KPOBbI, - Fy60KOMbIC/IEHHO 3aMeTuU
KocTsl, caM 1 He AyMaBLUMA NMpUTparMBaTbCa K «aenunkaTecy». — [Mo4yyBCTBYi ceba MHoCTpaHueM!

Bnaa MpayHo B3MsIHY/1 Ha NpuUsTens.
-5 ce6s1 UyBCTBYIO HE MHOCTPAHLEM, @ MHOMIAHETAHUHOM!

-MoxeT 6bITb, Tbl M Npas, - BMNoOJronoca BbiIMonBui KoCTd, OCTPO B3rnsgHyB Mo CTOPOHaM B MOMCKax
HEHY>XHbIX <<yLue17|>>. — Mbl MMEHHO MHOMNAHETSHE...

[JJoroBOpUTb OH He ycrnen — ero nepebun rpoMoraacHbln rosoc Hukons:
-3aBTpaK OKOHYeH. Bce Ha Bbixoa/!

-Tbl HNYEro He ycnen cbecTb, - 6ecnokorHO nporosopuaa Muwenb, obpawascs K Bnagy. ToT ckpu-
BUJICA MU OTOABUHYN Tapesiky:

-MneBaTb! S BCe paBHO 3TO €CTb HE B COCTOSIHUM...
-Y>XuH 6yaeT He HaMHOro BKycHee, - B340OXHY KocTs.

-A 06en? - c Haaexaol noMHTepecoBascs Bnaa.



-Xa! Hapencsa! O6en Boobue He NpeayCcCMOTPEH.

CoBeplieHHO NaB AyXxoM, Bnaa nonnenca Bcnen 3a npusiteneMm. Hukorga B XXM3HM Y HEro He 6b110
CTO/Ib OTBPATUTENIBHOIO HACTPOEeHMs. YTO mony4yaeTcs: Tenepb NpUAETCS BCE BPEMS AAaBUTbCS 3TOMN
ragocTtbto?!

«Kyna s nonan?» - B KOTOPbIA pa3 yApYYEHHO cnpalimnBan cebs oH.

MNMOKMHYB CTOJIOBYIO, BCE ABEHaALaTb YeNoBEeK BbICTPOWIUCL Yy COCeAHeN ABepu, n Bnag npuHancs
paccesiHHO M3y4aTb HEe3HAKOMble MoKa nuua, Haaesacb NoA06HbIM OTB/IEYEHHDBIM 3aHATMEM 3ar/yLWNTb
NoACTYyNarLWnii cTpax.

Munwenb okasanacb €AMHCTBEHHOW MpeacTaBUTENbHULEN MPEKPACHOro rosia, a Bo3pacT MapHen Ko-
nebanca ot nATHagUaTKU 4O TpuAauaTu NneT. Hapsag toHowen CoCTosin M3 TYHUK U 6puaxen, n, Kak C
NlerkMM HepoyMmeHmeM oTMeTun Bnaa, BCce MpUCYTCTBYKOLWME OT/IMYANUCL OTHOCUTENbHO AJSIMHHBIMU
BOJIOCaMM, @ OAUH U BOBCe Leronsan ¢ 6opoaon.

-Yero meanvmM? — pasfasncsa CUnblid, Kak 6yaTo NPOCTYXEHHbIN, ronoc. Brnaa HeaoBonbHO o6epHysca
— Ha Hero XoJI0AHO CMOTpEes, NoUrpbiBasi MIETKOMN, PbIXXEBOOChIN CTpaXx.

-Tbl MHE rOBOPULLBL? — BbICOKOMEPHO OCBeAoMMU/CA Braa, pocToM nMpeBoCXoAuBLUMI cobeceaHWKa Ha
MoJIrO/10BbI.

-B TOM uncne! — kuBHyn Pbikuii 1, rpybo yxBaTuMB €ro 3a JIOKOTb, CUJION 3aTOJIKHYJ/T B ABEPHON Mpo-
em. OT HEOXNMAAHHOCTUN MJIEHHUK AaXeE HE CTaJl CONMPOTUBNATLCA U, TOJIbKO YyC/bllLlaB HEBHATHbIN npu-
rAyLWeHHbIM CMeX 3a CMUHOM, OMOMHUIACA U pBaHysica 06paTHO, HO TsXXenas ABEPb Pe3KO 3ax/10MHy-
nacb nepes ero HOCoOM.,

Boipyraswucb Bcayx (npuyeMm npnberHys K caMbiM U3OLWPEHHbLIM BblpaxeHusaM), Bnaa ocmoTtpencs, ¢
oTBpalleHMeM MopLliacb — 3anax 34ecb Lapwi npocTo yxacawwmi. Cama e kamopka 6bina easa nu
He MeHblle ero KOMHaTyLWKu Ha naTHaguaToM 3Taxe. OKHa OTCyTCTBOBanu, u cnabbli cBeT gapun
nvwb daken, NpuUKpensieHHbln K CTeHe cnesa OT Bxoaa. He B cunax 6onee BAbIXaTb MPOMUTAHHBIN
BOHbIO BO34YX, MapeHb 3axasl HOC PYKON 1, TOIKHYB MJIe4OM He3anepTyto ABEepb, TOPOMN/NBO BbiLlLEN.

-JTO 4YTO, MbITOYHAsA ra3oBasi Kamepa? — NpPoOXpunen OH, KPacCHbIM OT SPOCTU N YHUXKEHUS; 0COBEHHO
3MIMIN HEMNPUKPbITO-HACMELLIMBbIE B3rNs4bl, CKOAb3mBLME N0 ero durype. — OT 3TOM BOHU MOXHO
CBUXHYTbCS!

-JTO, APYXOK, KOMHaTa yAob6CTB, - YXMblIbHYACA Pbikuin. — Huuero, npuBbikHewb — Bblbopa Bce
paBHO HeT! Hy a noka oTnpasnsainca cpasy Ha Kpbiwy, XKo3ed yxe xaeT.

-Ha kpbiwy? - n3ymneHHo nepecnpocus Bnaa, ogHako CTpax ero Bonpoc npourHopuposan. OTeeTun
emy Kocr4:

-0a, v npuaetcs ne3Tb NewKoM, TEXHUKN, KaK BUAMLWb, HeT!
-9 cnnwo! - npoctoHan Bnapg, HanpaBnsdach K fiectHuue. — nn ymep n nonas B NMPencrnogHion...
-A y yepTen BMeCTO BWJ MNETKN, - CEPbE3HO KMBHY KocTs.

XXX

[obpaBlwmchk A0 ABaaLaTb BOCbMOro 3Ta)xa, Bnag vspagHo 3anbixancs. OrnsHynca Ha KocTio, n TOoT
yKasan Ha BeAyLlyto K JIIOKY B NOTOJIKE TEMHO-60PA0BYIO JIECEHKY.

-Tyaa, - Benen packpacHeBLUMNCS OT B6bicTporo 6era Apyr 1 NnepBbIM NOse3 HaBEPX.

OuyTmBWNCL Ha Kpbiwe, Bnag ¢ nwbonbITCTBOM ocMoTpencs. OrpoMHas nycras nnowajgka, orpax-
AeHHas no NepuMETpY BHYLIMTENbHbIM NMapaneToM C BbICTYNAKWWUMN MPAMOYrosibHbIMU 3y6baMu... B
AanbHEM Yy CTOS1 HAMOMUHAOLWMNI AEBYLUKY CTpax.

-XXo3ed, - wenotom npeacrasun ero Kocrs.
Mapy MMHYT CNyCTS Ha Kpblwe cobpanncb BCe OANMHHAALATb NIeHHUKOB (KpoMe Muwenb).

-Mopa3sutensHo, - I'IpOGOpMOTaJ'I Bnaga, 6e33acTeHuYnBO n3yudas DE6HT, KOTOpblEe TEMNEPb HEMPOMKO rne-
peroBapumBasZinCb, paBHOAYLWHO norngagbiBasd no CTOpoHaM. — Hey>|<em/| KO BCeEMY I'IpVIBbIKaeLIJb?

K Kocte npucoeamHuncsa AHgpeac. lNapeHb B Tene, OH Ka3ascs 0CO6eHHO CMeLLHbIM B /lerkon cepo-
ronybon TyHuke.

-CerogHsi MHe COBCEM HeoxO0Ta TPEHMPOBATbCsl, - YrpOMO Mpou3Hec oH. bpoBu Bnaaa yavBreHHO
N30rHY/IUCh:
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-TpeHupoBaTbCA? DTO Kak?
-3 Hac genatoT cpeaHEBEKOBbIX pbilapen, - MpayHo nowyTtun Kocrs.

BbkaaB HeCKONIbKO MrHOBeHuI, Xo3ed HanpaBuacs K HUM. B6n3m CXO4CTBO C XEHLWMHON ncyesa-
J10, XOTS YepTbl ero simua 6binM CNMLWKOM YX NPaBUbHbIMU AJ1S MY>XYUHbI.

«CMa3nuBbli!» - c oTBpalleHneM oTMeTun Bnaa.

-BepuTe Meun u CcTaHOBUTECH B MO3ULMMK! — OTPLIBUCTO NpuKasan »o3ed BbICOKMM roJIoCOM C X004-
HOBaTbIMM, CMOKONHLIMW MHTOHAUMAMK. [apHKU, 3@ UCKITIOYEHNEM pacTepsaBllieroca Bnaaa, TyT xe Ku-
HYNIUCb K CBaJIEHHbIM Y CTEHbI NMPOAONTOBaTLIM MNPeAMETaM.

-K Tebe 3TO TOXE OTHOCUTCH, - NeAsHbIMM TOHOM 3asBun Xosed, BNepuB B3NS4 CBOMX CEpPO-
CTaslbHbIX a3 B OAHOKYpCHUKa Koctu. — BbicTpo!

CrnoBa OH MOACTErHy s yAapoM KHyTa, U KOHUYMK MIeTKM 3aaen obHaXKeHHyl LWnKonoTky Bnaaa. MNo-
CneaHnit B3Bbl1 CKOpee OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU, YEM OT 60711, HOTY CIIOBHO YXXanuiu.

-Thbl ewe 60MbLINA NCUX, YEM TBOW APYXOK Hukonsa! — 3aopan oH. — S 6bl U Tak B35J1, S MPOCTO He
MOHSJI, MPO Kakne Meuu Tbl FOBOPULLb!

Xo3ed HWMYero He OTBETWJ, TOJIbKO HaxXMypusics U oTBepHyscsi. KocTs, 6ecrnokoliiHo nornsabiBasi Ha
Apyra, NpoTAHYN eMy ANWHHBIA AepeBsiHHbIN Mey U TUXO npoLuenTan:

- BeAb roBOpWS — OHW HEe WYTAT Npo CBOM nneTkm! 4 BOT TOXe Nocnopun € O4HUM... pe3ynbTtaT!

OH nNpoAeMOHCTPMPOBAn JIEBYK PYKY, Ha KOTOPOM TEMHEN 3a)mBatowWwmnin pybel. Bnaga nepeaepHyrno.
-W k10 TEBSA M3ykpacmn? - ckBo3b 3y6bl Npoueansn oH. — Xozed nnn Mmunawka Hukons?

-PobepT. Hy, 3T1OT, pbiXuit! — noscHmun KocTsa, noMMaB 03agavYeHHbIn B3ras4 npuatens.

OanHHaauaTb YenoBeK BbICTPOUAUCL B TpU psaaa, npudem Bnapa, Kocta v AHgpeac obntobosanu cebe
cambln KpalHui (ocTaTbCs B NMEPBOM PUCKHYJ/IM BCEro ABOe cMenbyakoB). XKo3ed ocTaHOBUICS Ha-
NpoOTMB, N B pyKaxX Y HEro CBepKHys1 cepebpoM KIMHOK — B OT/IMUYME OT UX Medyei, OTHAb He Aepe-
BAHHbIN.

B TeueHue cneayowmMx HECKOSIbKMX YacOB MIIEHHMKM MOKOPHO MOBTOPS/IN Kaxaoe ABmxeHune Xose-
da. Tot aBurancsa 6bICTPO M NIOBKO, AEMOHCTPUPYS pasnyHblie 6oeBbie nNpueMbl. Kaszanocb, OH HUC-
KOJ1IbKO HEe yCTaBaJl — YEro Hesib3Aa CKa3aTb O €ro y4yeHumkax. Bnap, BCMNOTEJT, KOPOTKasa 4enka npunamn-
na ko nby, a 0bblyHO 61eaHOe NMUO MOKPbIIOCh HEPOBHbIMM H6arpoBbIMM NATHaMU... OH C TpyAoOM Mo-
cnesan 3a XosedoMm, nHorga noHesosie Nponyckas odepenHom 610K ynpaxXHeHui, 4To NpuBoAMIO0
€ro B UCTYMNNeHHY ApocTb. ConHue NMoAHSANOCh Bbille, 03apsasd UX «TPEHUPOBOYHYIO Miowwanky» ap-
KWM CBETOM, UCTOYaloLWMM K TOMY Xe HEMUNOCEPAHbI xap. Korga, HakoHel, Xo3sed o6baABMA ypok
OKOH4Y€HHbIM, Bna,q noBasINJICA Ha NoJs1 U CYAOPOXHO 3aKalnasica, XBaTadCb 3a ropJio.

-Tebe nnoxo? — ycnbiwan oH 6yaTo naganeka ronoc Xoseda. TpaxHyn ronoson, npuxoasa B cebs, n c
TPYAOM, ONMMPAsCb O CTEHY, NOAHSANCS. JIMHHOBOJIOCHI CTpaX CTOsI1 COBCEM PSiAOM, M Ha €ro Kpacu-
BOM, TOHKO NPOPMCOBAHHOM NMLEe, 3aCTblJI0 NCKpeHHee 6eCrnoKONCTBO.

-Tebe nNnoxo? — HacTonumBo noBTOpUA Xozed.

-Het! - orpbi3Hyncsa Bnaa. K 3710cTm npuMellvBanacb gocajla — B KOHLE KOHLOB, OH 6bla XOpoLo
TpEHMPOBaH, B KOMMNaHUKN BepHoro KocTn ncnpasBHO nocewan TpeHaXepHbl 3an, 0gHaKo BCeMY Beb
ecTb npeaen! PassBe HOpManbHbIN YeNOBeEK AOoAYMaeTCs 3aHMMaTbCs CMOPTOM Ha conHueneke?!

-Ceilyac Hactacm npuHeceT BoAbl, - C JIEFKOW TPEBOrOM pa3rnsaibiBasi pacKkpacHeBLUeecs OT Xapbl n-
uo Bnaga, noobewwan Xosed 1 C 3TUMU CTOBaMM NOKUHYJ KpPbILly.

3106HO MOCMOTPEB Ha 3axJIOMHYBLIYOCA ABepuy toka, Bnag BHoBb onyctuncsa Ha non. MNpucnoHmB-
LWKNCb K CTEHE, OH BCKMHYJ rosioBy; cepo-ronyboe Hebo octaBanocb abcontoTHO YncTbiM, 6€3 egnHOro
obnauka...

KocTsa cen psaoM Ha KOPTOYKM M MOTPSIC Apyra 3a Mnseyo.

-He oTtuyamBaiica, BnagsH! — Beceno nporosopwus OH. — Mo KpaliHen Mepe, Mbl CTAHEM HACTOSLMMMU
cynepmeHamu! Hy, Tam, 3Haelwb, YyesnoBek-nayk man areHt 007!

-Hy, yenoBekoM-naykoMm, HaZEelCh, 1 BCE XXe He CTaHy... - BAN0 0To3Basncs Bnaa, npnoTKpbIB rnasa u
paccMaTpuBasi NpUsTeNs CKBO3b CBOW Ha peaKoCTb AJ/IMHHbIE pecHUUbl. — Be3 nayTuHbl 06oMayce...
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-Hao6opoT, NMayTMHa HaM KakK pa3 He MoMelaeT, - ryH6oKOMbIC/IEHHO 3aMeTWU/T OAHOKYPCHUK. OT
yavBneHus Bnana pacnaxHyn rnasa Bo BCHO WWPb U BbIMPSMUICS.

-Tbl 0 4eM? — HaxMypuncsa oH. Kocts ynblbHyncs:

-A yT0? C NOMOLLbIO NAYTUHbI MOXHO OTCHAa C KPbIWM CNYCTUTbLCSA M MO CKanam, no ckanam... YTto ¢
TO6ON?

Bnaa HMyero He oTBETW/, 3aAYMUYMBO MNS4AS B OAHY TOYKY. A AENCTBUTENbHO, MoYeMy HeT? MNMayTuHa y
HMUX, NpaBAa, OTCYTCTBYET, HO MOXHO Kak-HMbyab 1 060MNTUCH...

Ero pasmblilwiieHns npepsano nosiBjieHMe Hactacu — el okasasacb XXEHLMHA, pa3HOCMBLUAS YyTPOM
3aBTpak. Ha cen pa3 oHa Hecna 60/bLlION MMNHSHBINA KYBLUMH C BOAOW M Habop KPOXOTHbIX Yalleyek,
KOTOpble pa3sgasna 6poCUMBLUMMCS K Hel toHowaM. KaXkaomy A0oCTanocb No nape rfnoTKOB XUBUTENbHO-
ro HanuTKa, TOJIbKO Pa33a40pPUBLLMX MYUUTESbHYIO XKaXAay.

-CaguncTbl, - BblAOXHYN Bnaa, Bo3Bpallas 4yawkKy, U BbiTep rybbl TbiJIbHOWM CTOPOHOM NagoHu. — Ha-
cTosilwme cagucTbl!

KocTs pbIpKHY.
-Hy n 4To cMewHoOro Tbl yBUAEn? - cepamTo nonHTepecosancs Bnaa.

-He uTto, a koro! - nonpasun KocTs, No-npexHeMmy WKNpoKo ynblbasck. — Tebal Y Tebs Takoe nuuo...
KOMWYHOE...

-AX, Kak 3abaBHO! — A3BUTE/IbHO 0B6POHU/T €ro COKYPCHUK U OTBEpPHYJCS. B3rnag ckonb3Hyn no Heby
B 6ecnnoaHOM Hazexnae OTbiCKaTb XOTb Kakoe-HMbyab 061ayko, ogHako cepo-ronyboe MosIOTHO He-
6ec ocTtaBasnoCb YMCTbIM. XOTS... YTO 3TO?

Bnaa nmosTopun BOMPOC BC/AYX, NMPUYEM TakK FPOMKO, YTO BCE MPUCYTCTBYHOLWME BCKUHYNU TOJIOBbI,
BCMaTpuBasicb B Hebo.

-2710 PobepT, - 6€3pa3nnuyHo ckasas CaMbll BbICOKMA KOHOLWA C BbIOLWMMUCS KalTaHOBbIMM BOOCAMMU
N purypomn atnerta-Taxesnoseca.

-J1eTnT? — CKenTun4yeckn ytouHun Bnaa.

-Ara, - NoaTBepAMN APYron napeHb, HanOMWUHaBLUWIA LblraHa CBOEW CMYI/IOM KOXen, bnectawmmm
CMONIAHBIMU KYAPSIMU U XIYYUMU YEepHbIMM rnasamu. Bnag paccepaunncs: ero 4to, 3a uavoTa NpuHU-
MarT?!

-[la paccnabbcsi, OH Ha CKaKkyHe CBOEM NETUT, - 3aMeTUB Bblpa)KeHWe ero nnua, JeHMBO BCTaBua AH-
Apeac.

OTyasiBWKNCbL pa30o6paThbCca B nNpoucxoasuiemM, Bnaa pasgpaxxeHHo Habnwogan 3a yBennymMBaloMMcs B
pasMepax MsTHOM, KoTopoe 6yKBasibHO MUHYTY CMyCTs nMpeBpaTuiock B 6ypyto sowaab C MOLWHbIMU
KOXWCTbIMU KpbibsiMU. Ha ckakyHe Boccefan pbbkuii PobepT, M Bnaa noHAN, HaKOHEL, CMbIC
CTPaHHbIX MOSICHEHWUA YUYeHWUKOB. MapeHb Aa)ke He 0CO6EeHHO YAMBUIICS CTO/b MOpPa3UTElbHOMY CO3-
[laHMIO — 3@ MMHYBLLEEe YTPO OH Boo6Lle pasyunscs yanBASTbCS...

KpblnaTblit KOHb MATKO OMYCTUJICS Ha KpbIly, U pebsaTa OTCTYNWUIM K CTeHe. HekoTopble, B TOM 4ucie
M UblraH, YCTPOWIUCH MPAMO Ha napaneTte Mexay NpsMOyrosibHbIMU 3y6bsiMU, 06XBaTMB MoCneaHue
ANS NoAAEpXaHUS paBHOBECUS.

PobepT NOBKO COCKOYMA C NIOWAAM, B pyKax OH AepXai AJIMHHYI MEeTa/sIMYecKylo Lenb, NpUKpen-
JIEHHYIO K KOXaHOMY 06py4y BOKPYT LUEW XXUBOTHOTO.

-OWwenHnK ang KoHen, - 3amMeTns KocTsa € yCMELLKOMN.

-Jlyywe 6b1 Ha Hukonsa HaMopAHWK Hagenwn, - npobopmoTan Bnaa. Pobept obepHyncs Ha 3ByK ero ro-
noca, ToHkue rybbl pacTaHYUCh B yiblbKe.

-DW, Tbl, pa3roBopumsbIi! — Xpunno noseasn OH. — byaewsb nepsBbIM. Boixoau!

Moxas nneyamu, Brag Bbiwen Ha cepeauvHy MNAOWAAKU. Po6epT CcMepun ero oueHunBawwnm B3rnd-
AOM.

-Horun cnuwkoM xyable... TpyaHo Tebe 6yaer.

-A 4TO, TONCTblE Ny4we? — 6ypkHyn Bnaa. PbDKMIN yXMbIIBHYACS U TAXENO XJIOMHYA MO CBOEW MOLL-
HOW, CNNIOBHO HAaAYTOW NISKKe:
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-Jlydwe HakavyaHHble! — NosICHWU OH. - A MHa4ye pucKyelb CBaUTbCS.
-He cBantocb, - camoaoBosibHO noobelan napeHsb.
-Hy, B Takom cny4yae gepsaii!

-3abpaTtbCcsa Ha 3TO 4yAo-t0A40? — B rosioce Bnaga Bnepsble npope3anacb HeyBepeHHOCTb. KOHowa ¢
OMacKoW MOKOCWKJICS Ha KpblnaTyto fowagb.

-IMeHHO, 1 noxmneee! — sHEPrMYyHO KNBHY PobepT.- Tbl 34eCb HE €ANHCTBEHHbIN!

-Mory ycTynuTb CBOK o04Yepeab KOMy-HUbyab Apyromy, - eaBa ChbllHO npobopMmoTtan Bnaa. Emy
BAPYr BCMNOMHUCA 3abaBHbIM 3NM304 NOMNY/SAPHON KOMEAUW, Koraa rnaBHbIN repon 3abpancs Ha no-
Wwaab 3a40M Hanepea.

«W celyac A NOBTOPIO AaHHbIA MoABUr!» - C Nerkon naHukor nogyman Bnaa, Habpan B nerkue no-
6onbllue BO3AyXa M, MPOCYHYB OAHY HOrYy B CTPEMS, C CUJIOW OTTONKHYJCS. K cO6CTBEHHOMY yauBe-
HWIO, eMYy yZanocb BrnoJsiHe 61aronosy4yHo «MpuU3eMnTbCs». BnpoyeMm, ycuaeTb Ha KpbliaToi fowaamn
6b1710 TOXKE HEeNnpocTo. MNapeHb oAHa) bl No6bIBan B KOHHOM K/y6e, HO 3TO 06CTOATENBCTBO HUCKOJIb-
KO He 06/11erynno cuTyauuto, Tak Kak B TOT pa3 OH KaTasics Ha caMOM O6bIKHOBEHHOM CKakyHe. Te-
nepb xe Bnag He MMen HW Masneinwero NpeacTaBfeHns, KakK pacrnosioXUTb HOMM: B COrHYTOM COCTOSI-
HMUM OHU MOYTU CPasy OHEMENM M 3aTeK/IN, @ pacnpsAMUTb UX 6bII0 HEBO3MOXHO, NATKM Cpasy ynupa-
JINCb B KOXWUCTbIE KPbI/bS.

-KaTtaTbcsa yMeewb? — nonHTepecoBasicsa PobepT, ¢ npoHnen Habnogas 3a HUM.

-HeT, - nponbixTen Bnaa, B a1oT Mmur 6osiblie Bcero 60aBLLINNCSA CBEP3UTLCA C nowaan. N kak nwaun
e344T Bepxom?!

-HeT? - PobepT noaxan rybbl n nokadan ronosor. — Hy n Hy! Tbl nepeaBuraellbCcsa To/IbKO Ha CBOUX
ABOMX U B aKunaxax?

-Kakux ewe skunaxax! — pasosnunca Bnaa, no 6onu BuenuBWKUCL Nanbuamm B ceano. — Ha mawwm-
Hax, B MaplipyTkax, Takcu, aBtobycax! Tbl XOTb 3Haellb, YTO Takoe aBTOMObUNbL?

-f1 3Hato Bce, YTO MHe TpebyeTcs, - oTpe3an nobarposeBlwnin PobepT. — Pa3 Tbl HMYEro He yMeellb,
cnywar BHMUMaTeNnbHO. 3@ NOBOAbS CW/IbHO He Aepran, 3a rpMBy M Kpblibs Toxe. M npekpatu uen-
naTtbcq 3a ceasiol

-A KaK MHe TyT Torga yaepxaTtbcsa?! — Bo3amyTunacsa Bnaa.
-Horamu, - exngHo noscHmn Pbikuin. — Cxummasa KoneHun. NoTtoMy 9 U yrnoMmHan TBOU HOMU.

BepxoBasi e3ha okasanacb AOCTaTOYHO C/IOXHbIM BMAOM crnopTa. B dunbMax MylikeTepbl CMOTPENUCh
Ha Nowaan BeCbMa 3/1eraHTHO W YyNpaBasav el M3SWHO U Kak 6bl wyTsa. Ha gene xe, Bnagy npuxo-
ANNOCb NMpUKIaAbiBaTb OFPOMHbIE YCUINUS, YTOBbl HE CBaNMTLCS CO CBOEr0 CKakKyHa. A yX 3acTaBuUTb
KOHSI CnefloBaTb XenaHusaM BCajHMKa M BOBCe He nony4anock! MNapeHb packpacHencs u BcnoTen, oa-
Hako He obpalian Ha 3TO HU Manenwero BHMMaHWS. Bce ero MoMbIC/bl COCPeAOTOUMINCE Ha eANHCT-
BEHHOWN Mblcnn: He ynacTb! Korga aecsatb MUHYT cnycTs PobepT yaapoM xabicTa NycTuna Aowaab B ra-
non, Bnaa MbICNeHHO NPOCTUIICS C XU3HbIO.

-Ha ceroaHs OOBOMbLHO, - cMuNocTUBWUACSA Po6epT, 3acTaBnss sowaib OCTAHOBUTbCA. — Moxellb
cryckaTbcs.

Bnag He 3ameanuna UCNOSIHUTb NPUKA3 U, OYYTMBLUUCL HA 3eMsie, MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO YUYeHble He BpYT
- MJlaHeTa AEeNCTBUTENbHO BepTuTCA! HOrM COBHO OKaMeHenu, Hblfla Kaxgas Mbllwua, KOJeHW He
Xenanum coeguHsATbCS, U MapeHb, CTUCHYB 3ybbl M N30 BCEX CWU/T CTapasiCb NPOU3BOAUTL BneyaTtneHue
6e33ab0THOro, C TpyAOM AOKOBbLIIAN A0 CTEHbl. PyXHYB Ha MO/, OH MPUC/OHWUICS K napaneTy v npu-
HSNCSA C OTCTPaHEHHbIM BMAOM HabnwaaTb 3a BepxXOBOM e340M AHapeaca. Pagom TyT xe onycTunacs
KocTs.

-Tbl HEMIOXO AepXascsa AN NepBOro pasa, - NMoxBajiMa OH C BMAOM 3HaToka. — Bbbiocb 06 3aknag,
PbIXKWIA CTpaLlLHO pa3o4YapoBaH, UTo Thl HE CBEPHY/ cebe Lielo.

-M-pa... - paccessHHO npoTaHyn Bnaa, ¢ 3aBUCTbIO 0TMeYas, YTo AHZpeac, HECMOTPSA Ha Kperikoe Te-
JIOC/I0XXEeHNe, CMOTPUTCA Ha nowaau o4veHb xopowo. «Kak lMopToc» - Mpuwio Ha yM CpaBHEHME.
Bcnyx oH cnpocun: - Cnywai, KocTsaH, Tebe He ocTouepTeno 34ecb TopyaTbh?

ToT nokocuncsa B CTOPOHY P06epTa M eaBa CiblWHO oTBeTUn, obansas noTpecKaBLUMnecCs FY6bI:

-lMoHATHOE aeno, MHe 34echb He HPaBUTCA.
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-Hy, Tak B yeM npobnema? - pasgpaxeHHO ocBeaoMuncs Bnag. — Y Hac ecTb 3aHATUSA NOUHTEpPECHee.
-CornaceH, - wenHyn KocTs, He cBoas HanpsXeHHoro B3rnsaa ¢ Pobepta. — TBou naen?

-Katntbcsa oTctopa! — npowmnnen Bnag Ha yxo npusaTento. — Ybéepemcs U3 3aMka, oTbileM bamxanwee
oTAeNneHne MUANLUM UanM NonnumMm 1 nonpobyeM 06bACHUTL MM, YTO MPOM30LLIIO.

KocTs € ropbKOM MpOHMEN B3rNsIHYN Ha Hero:

-A 4TO NPOMU30LLIO? — C HAXMMOM YTOUHUN OH. Bnapg paccepanncs:

-Ja kakasa pa3Huua! PacckaxeMm, 4yto 3Haem!

-Cnywati... - Koctss MrHoBeHmne nomeanua. — A tebe He Ka)eTcs... YTO Mbl He Ha 3emne?

-A rae, Ha Mapce, 4To Nn? — PbIPpKHYN ero cobecegHuk. KocTa B34OXHY/T U CMYLLEHHO OTBETU:
-Hy, He 3Hato, HO rae Tbl Ha 3emMne BMAEeN KpbliaTbiX Aowanen?

-Ja mano nu 4vero 9 He Buaen! — c xxapom Bo3pasunn Bnag. Koctsa ckenTUyYecKn XMbIKHY:

-A Ce3anus n bataHckasa Pecnybnuka?

-S1 He cuneH B reorpadum, - OTMaxHysCca oH. — [la u Tbl TOXe.

-JlagHO, MOM apryMeHTbl 3aKOHYMNCL, HO A BCe-Taku ybexxaeH B CBOEW nNpaBoTe, - MoXxas naedamu
KocTsa. — B Takom cnydae, TBOM nnaHbl?

-Moka HUKakux, - HaxMypusncst Bnaa, n oba Hagonro 3amMmonyanu.

BepxoBas e34a Toxe 3aHsAna napy 4acos, ogHako Bnaga, K cyactbto, 6onble He Tporanun. OH BCe 3TO
BpeMs npocuaen y napanerta B O4HOW Mo3e, Kak cTaTysd, 6e3pa3nnyHo Habnwpasa 3a BcagHukamu. B
KOHLe 3aHATUS PobepT npoAeMOHCTpUpoBas y4YeHMKaM CBOW TanaHTbl Hae3gHuka, NMycTUMB Nolwwanb
ranonoMm, a cam nMpu 3TOM yMyApWICSA NpoAenaTb HeMbICAUMble akpobaTuyeckme TPOKKW: NogHUMasncs
BO BeCb POCT, ynumpasiCb HOramm B CTpeMeHa, caguncs 60okoMm, genan CTpeMuTesbHbIA pa3BoOpoOT Ha
TPUCTa WeCTbAEeCAT rpagycos...

-1 TaKk HMKOrA4a He CyMeto, - 3asBWUJT IOHOLWA C BHELIHOCTbIO LibiraHa.
PobepT 06epHyncs Ha 3ByK ero rosnoca.

-Toraa normbHelwb B Yncne nepsbIX.

-JTO B KaKOM CMbIC/e? — B34POrHya TOT.

-A B npsaAMoM! — yxXMbIsIbHYNCSA Pbiknin. — Bac Beab Ha BOMHY OTMNpaBaT. Meu, WKT, KOHb — BOT W BCe,
yeM Bbl bygeTe obnagathb.

-Ha kakyto eule BonHy?! — rpomMko crnpocun Brnag. — S oT apMumn oTBeEpTeNCcsa He Ans Toro, 4tobbl yya-
CTBOBATb B KakKoM-TO AypaLKoln BonHe!

-A Tebs 1 cnpawunsaTb HUKTO He ByaeT, - xecTko 3amMmeTun PobepT. Bnaa BbinpsMuncs:
-Oa? Hy, Tak 9 ae3epTupylo C Ballen BOMHbI!
Cepble rnasa cTpaxa Hegobpo coLypuancb, a BECHYLLKM MPOCTYNUAM OTYETIMBEE.

-Monpobyin! Tebsa ybblOT nNpu monbiTke K 6erctBy. A ecnm Tbl BCe-TakuM yMyapulibca 6exaTb, Tebs
NMoMMatoT, N OCTaTOK AHEN Tbl NMPOBeAELb B NOA3EMESIbE 3TOMO 3aMKa, NMPUKOBAHHbIN LEMsSMU K CTEHE
M NUTasCb 3anjecHeBesbIM XN1eboM 1 Kpbicamu!

Bnaz cnokorHO BblAepikan B3rns 3TUX MPO3padyHbiX rlas, XOTs JIMLO ero 3aMeTHO Hamnpsrnocb npu
MbICIM O NoA06HOM yyacTn. OH ycabllwan rpoMkoe corneHne KocTn — npusiTens Toxe siBHO NMOKOpo6u-
710 YNOMWHAHME O KpbiCax B KayecTBe MpOAYKTOB MUTaHUS.

'y6bl PobepTa pacnonsnuceb B yAOBAETBOPEHHON ynbibKe:
-Oymato, TemMa 3akpbiTal
-Hy, HeT! — HeMeaneHHO Bo3pa3mn Bnag. — Mbl elle NOCMOTPUM, KTO KOro nommaert!

- He Taknx obnambiBann, Apy>XoOK, - NpoTaHyn PobepT. Ynbibka ncyesna c ero nvua, 3ato Bnaa, Ha-
060pOT, CaMOAOBOSIbHO YCMEXHYNCH:

-TAKUX 6onblue He cywecTByeT, nosepb!
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DTO 3asiBNeHMe NoYeMy-TO yXXacHO pa3ssecenuno Pobeprta. OH 3axoxoTan Tak, 6yaTo TONbKO 4YTO ycC-
Nbllan caMbi CMELWHOW aHeKAoT B CBOEW XW3HW. Bnag, nmodyBcTBOBaB cebs nmocnegHuMM AypakoM,
pacTtepsHHO rnsHyn Ha KocTio. TOT € TpyAOM BblAaBWA, eABa YAEPXMNBAsACb OT CMexa:

-UcTtepunuecknii npunaaok! C Kkem HU BbiBaeT?

Po6epT HaKOHEL-TO YCMOKOWJICS U C CUMION yaapun nowaab NATKaMu, XXUBOTHOE HEOXOTHO pacrnpasBu-
J10 KpblibS M NMOAHSANOCH B BO3A4yX. Ha npolaHme cTpax ycnen 06epHyTbCs U C ynbl6Kol ckas3aTb:

- nepenam Hukonsa, 4to NnogobHbix Tebe 6onble He cywecTByeT! Ero aTo paccMewnT, 5 nonarato!
Bnag co 3nocTblo cneann 3a ymMeHbluamwencss Gurypkon BcagHuka.

- yto Takoro 3abaBHoro g ckaszan?! laxe Tbl, U TO He cMeancs!

-A uTo cpa3sy a?! - BckuHyncsa Kocts. — 4 Beab He wyT!

-MpaBaa? — XxMbiKHY/ Bnaj, WKpokKo 3eBas 1 NoTarmBasiCb. Tesio 3a MMHYBLUMIM Yac U3pSAAHO 3aTeKNo,
NoaHas HeNOABWMXXHOCTb He nmowia MblwuaM Ha nonb3y. — O rocnoam, s 3aBTpa BCTaTb He cMory!

-Moroam axaTb, Ceyac Ha4yHyTCS HacToslKMe NbiTKKU, - Nnpeaynpeann Kocrta. — YTo-To BpoAde nerkon
atnetmkn. MHCTpykTop — Hukons. HaTypanbHbIn cagucT. PobepT n XXo3ed B CpaBHEHUM C HUM — aH-
renbl.

-Huuero cebe aHrenoukm! — xMmbikHyn Bnaa. — AHren no mMmenu Xosed 4yTb HE Npubun MeHsa cero-
AHA!

-He npeysennumeaii, - oTMaxHynca Kocta. — K Tomy xe, HMKONA MCMbITbIBAET HacnaxzaeHue, npunym-
Has 6onb. Xosed Boob6LLE-TO NapeHb HOPMasbHbIA, eMy nauaHbl Aaxe CUMMNAaTU3UPYIOT. MNpucTynsbl
XECTOKOCTW Ha Hero HakaTtbiBalT peako. PobepT - TOoT npocTto avkapb. Ho OH He cagucT. PobepT u
Xozsed mMoryT yaapuTb OT 3N10CTU, @ Hukona — paau yaoBonbCTBMSA. Olylaellb pa3sHuuy?

-Owyuwiato, - B3AOXHY/ OHOWA W, NOAHSAB B3rNs4, 3aMeTus, UTo ABepua J1loka pacnaxHyTa M Ha Kpbl-
wy nogHumaetcsa cam Hukons. Jinuo Bnaga vckasmna 6pesrnveBas rpumaca. — A BOT M Hall MapKkus ge
Cap cobcTtBeHHOM nepcoHon! A Hactacu, KCTaTu, BOAbl HE NpuHeceT?

KocTs c 6ecnokoncTtBoM cMOTpen Ha Hukons:
-Jo/mKHa NpUHECTU. YMUpato OT Xaxabl. XKapKoBaTo...

«YT0 NpaBaa, TOo Nnpasaal!» - MpayHo nogyman Bnag, B 3Ty CceKyHAYy OAMHAKOBO HeEHaBMAeBWUn 1 Hu-
Kons, un 6ecnowagHoe conHue.

-BbicTpo BbiCcTpOMNUCh! — KpkHYN Hukonsa. — Ewe 6bicTpeel

Bnaa ¢ Hapo4nTOM HEeCNeLWHOCTb YCTPOUCSa B nociegHeM psaay ¢ Kocten n AHgpeacom.
-UTak, HaunHaeM, - cHoBa 3arosopun Hukons, Ho Bnaa nepebun ero:

-A rge Hactacu? 4 nutb xouy!

-X0TW, - OCKanunacsa ToT B HEMPUATHOM ynbibke. — OHa He npuaeT.

-Mouemy? — c TpeBoro oceegomMunca AHgpeac. lNobarpoBeB OT ANUTENbHbIX GU3NYECKNX HArpy30K U
HEBbLIHOCMMOW Kapbl, OH TSXEN0 AblWas M NOCTOSAHHO OTMpan Moson TYHUKU NOTHLIA N06.

Ynbibka Hukonsa ctana ewe wupe.
-O6onpgetechb 6e3 Boabl. MoTepnUTE HEMHOXKO.

-CaguncT... - C HeHaBUCTbIo npowmnnen Bnaa ckBo3b 3y6bl. — UHTEpecHO, Kakon repoi u3ypoaoBasn emy
pn3MoHOMUIO? S eMy NaMATHUK NOCTPoto!

KocTa ycMexHyncs, a Hukons, Bce 3TO BpeMs NpUCTaabHO CAeAMBLUNIA 3@ HUMWU, XONIOAHO NMPOU3HEC:
-MocnegHun pag! NMomeHanTecb psaamu € nepsbiM!

PebaTa nocnywanucb C OTKpOBEHHOM HEOXOTHOMN, 0Cco6eHHOo pasgocafoBaHHbIM Bbirnaaen AHApeac,
SIBHO CUMTaBLUMIA, YTO €ro Haka3bliBalOT HE3aCNyX€EHHO: OH-TO KaK pa3 nocnegHne HeECKOJIbKO MUHYT
MoJsi4arn.

Tenepb OHM CTOSIM MOYTW BMJIOTHYI K Hukons, n Bnag c oTBpalleHMeM pa3rnsaabiBan ero Kpacusoe,
HEeCMoTps Ha LWpaM, Imuo.
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KocTsi okasasncs npaB — 3aHSTME MpeBpaTUIOCh B MbITKY. BecuncneHHble npucesaHus, OTXXUMaHUS,
npecc, NpbiKKKW, HAKIOHbI... HUKONSA pacxa)XuBan Mexay psAaMu NOTHbIX, XPUM/O AblWalmnx ydeHu-
KOB W BbIKpMKMBaN ykasaHusi. HekoTopble 6e3 cun BanuAMCb Ha MOJ, HE B COCTOSIHUM ABUHYTbCS C
MecTa, U HMKoNa TyT e Harpa)xaan Ux yaapamu KHyTa. MyuuTenb TO U AeN0 NornsabiBan B CTOPOHY
Brnaga n KocTu, HO OHM AepXalnucb — CKasblBallUCb PErynsipHbie MOCELLEHUS TPEHAXepHoro 3ana.
Mepen rnasammn y Bnaga crtosna MyTHasi nefeHa, BO PTy OLWYLLANCA COMIOHOBATbIA MPUBKYC KPOBW,
odexnaa MpOMOK/la HAacKBO3b, XOTb BbDKMMaW.. HO mapeHb ynopHO, MpeBo3Moras pesb B MbllILAX,
npucenan, omkumancs, 6eran... HUKona caancs, Koraa Hadano TeMHETb. K 3ToMy MOMeHTy Bnaa yxxe
He 4yBCTBOBas CO6CTBEHHOE Teno, U Aaxe 60/b CTana C/IoBHO 6bl raywe. KocTs, TSXeno Ablwa, ne-
Xan psaoM, YTKHYBLUUCh JIMLIOM B FPA3HYIO Kpblly, @ AHApeac, KOTOPOMY [10CTasloCb HECKOMbKO yaa-
pOB MJIETbIO, CYZAOPOXHO Kalns.

Hnkonsa octaHoOBUICS pPSAOM C HUMUM M HAaCMELLNBO YJ'IbI6HYJ'IC$|:

-Hukorpa 6bl He noayMan, YTO Bbl ABOE TaKMe TPEHMPOBaHHbIE, - 0OPOHUN OH, MSAS Ha HUX CBEPXY
BHM3 — Bnaa, nogobHo cBOMM MNpusATensM, 6bll He B COCTOSIHUM NOAHATbLCA Ha HOrn. — OcobeHHO Thbi!
Towmnn Kak xepab!

N Hukonsa TkHyn kKHyToM B KocTio. OHM npoMonyanu, He cTaB 06bSACHATb, YTO TPEHEP eLle HECKOSTbKO
NeT Hasag npeaynpeaun: KocTMHA KOHCTUTYUMS BPAA SM MO3BOJIUT €My CYLLECTBEHHO HapacTUTb
MbILLEYHYI Maccy.

-4T0 X, MOXeTe cnyckaTbcsl, - 6€3 3HTy3na3ma NporoBopusl HUKONS M MUHYTY CNyCTS UcYe3 3a ABep-
LLeN nrokKa.

XXX

OHM CNYCTUINCL Ha MEPBbLIN 3Ta), W OHOLW MOC/AYLWHOW BEPEHULIEN MPOCOYUNINCE 3a OAHY M3 ABe-
pei. Bnaa, nokonebaBlnCb, HEOXOTHO MOC/EAO0Bas 3@ 3aMblKaBLINM LWecTBMe KocTel n nonan B y3-
Koe neHanoobpasHoe MNoMelleHMe. BAonb MpPOTMBOMOSIOXKHOW OT BXOA4a CTEHbl TAHYMAChb AJIMHHASA
CKaMb$i, Ha KOTOpPOM Ha OAMHAKOBbLIX PACCTOSAHUAX APYr OT Apyra 6bian paccTaBneHbl MeAHble Tasbl;
pAAOM Ha MoJly pacnofiaranvcb Beapa C BOAOW, KOBLUNKN U TPAMKMU.

-BaHHa ¢ axaky3u! — npoBo3rnacus co cMexoM KocTs n oTBecun WyTAMBbIA NOK/IO0H.
Bnaa octopoxHo npubnmnanncsa K bamxkanwemy Tasy v 3arnsHyn B Be4po.

-A NuTL 3Ty BOAY MOXHO? — C COMHEHWEM OCBeAOMUICS OH, 3aMeTuB, KaK OCTaJibHbl€ MNEHHUKWN NPpU-
nanu FY6aMVI K CBOMM KOBLUMKaM.

-A Tbl HaZeewWbCs, Mbl YNOTPEebsSiEM OUYMLLEHHYIO BOAY M3 MUHEpPANbHbIX UCTOYHMKOB? — Mpecepbes-
HbIM TOHOM mMouHTepecoBanca KocTa, 3a4epnHysli Npo3payHylo XUAKOCTb U MPUHANCH XaAHO MUTb.
Bnag co B3goxom nocnepoBan BceobuweMy npumepy. BbiTb MoXeT, 3TO 6bl10 Urpon BoobpaxxeHus,
0AHaKO MPUBKYC CaMOro MonyasipHOro HanuTka NMokas3ascs HEMPUBbLIYHLIM WU HEMPUSATHLIM.

YTONuB xaxay, napHu MpUCTYRUAM K CleAylowWweMy 3Tany, U UX CTPeMUTENbHbIE ClaXXeHHble AelCT-
BWUS CBMAETENbCTBOBANIM O HEMAJIOM OMbITE€ B MpoAesnbiBaHUM NMOoA0OHbIX MaHunynsuui. Bnag noxsa-
CTaTbCsl TAaKOW CHOPOBKOW Moka He Mor. OH CTSIHYJ1 MPOMOKLUYK OT MOTa TYHMKY, WBbIPHY B CTOPOHY
N MPUHANCS INXOPAA0YHO OrNAAbIBaTHCS.

-YT1o noTepsan? - cnpocun KocTts, yxe nneckaBwuin cebe B nMuo BOAOWN.
-Mbino! — nosicHun ToT. Ero Apyr npe3puTesibHO XMbIKHY:

-Mpuayman Toxe! A renb Ang Aywa Tbl HE uwewb? Pa3 B gecaTb AHEN NPUXOANT LMPKJIbHUK, NPUBO-
OVT B NOPSIAOK HalM BOJIOCbl M HOIMTU, U B 3TOT XE AEHb Mbl MNOCELAEM YTO-TO BpoAe NapHoOM. TaMm un
MOIOLMI NOPOLLIOK MMEETCS B HaNYUN.

-MoHsATHO, - pasaocagoBaHO MPOMOJIBU KOHOLWA, CMOYM B BOAE TPSAMKY WM MOMbITANCA XOTb KakK-ToO
CMbITb C Tena noT. Bonble Bcero Ha ceeTe Bnaa HeHaBuAaen 4yBCTBOBaTb Cebsi MPsS3HbIM U He Mpea-
CTaBNsN XN3HM 6e3 MOJSIHOLEHHOW BaHHOM. — A MoyeMy Tbl Ha3blBaellb NapukMaxepa LMPHOIbHUKOM?
Moaaancs BAUSIHUIO OKPYXeHUs?

-Hy, B kakoM-TO cMbicsie. A Boobuie oH unptosibHUK 1 ecTtb! Cam cebs Tak Ha3biBaeT.
-A 4TO genaTb C TyHMKON, 6yab oHa HenagHa? A ee He HageHy!
-bpock TYT, Hactacu 3abepeT. YucTbie BeWwmM BOH B TOM yriy. Buanwb?

-Buxy, - yrptomo nposopuyan Bnaa. — A k1o Takasa Hactacu? PabbiHa?
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-MoHATUS He uMeto, - NnpeHebpexunTenbHo oTo3Banca Kocta. — MHe He go Hacracw.

-Toxe BepHoO, - cornacuncs Bnag v o6sen MpayHbiM B3rNs40M CTapaTesbHO NMpUBOASALWMX ceba B Mo-
pSAOK pebaT. Becenblii pa3HOronoChbiii FOMOH M WYMHas BO3HS MpeacTaBisi/IMCb eMY HEECTECTBEHHbI-
MW, N OH, XMYpO MoKa4yaB rosioBOi, HaNpaBuUCa K CTOMKE YMUCTOM oaexabl.

XXX

MsaTHagUaTb MUHYT CMYCTS OHU YCTPOWINCL B CTOJIOBOM Ha TOM e MecTe, rae W 3aBTpakanu. Hacracu
KaK pa3s pasHocu/ia yXWH, U BCKOpPE Nepesl HUMU CTOS/IM MUCKW C YMpYyroi CTyAeHUCTON Maccol, Ha-
NMOMMHAaIOLWEN 3aCTbIBLUYO MaHHYH Kally, U KPYXKK C MOMIOKOM. Brag B340OXHY:

-MpeacTaBnst0, Kak 3TO BKYCHO!
-Jaxe He npeacTasnsewb, - Bo3pa3sma KocTta, npuHuMasch 3a eqy. — denunkartec!
Bnaa c HepobpbiM NpeayvyscTBMeEM nonpoboBas BA3KYH Kawy M CKPUBUICS:

-Knencrep, - MpayHo coobwmn oH 1 nocnewHo AobaBun, NOKOCMBLWIMWCL Ha Apyra: - TONbKO He crnpa-
wunean, npobosan nu s knencrep!

-A Tbl ero npob6oBan? Mnm ToNbKO HOXan? — ToT4ac 0CBEAOMMUIICS MapeHb.

Bnag yrpoxatowe NoAHSA Tapenky':

-Ha ronosy HageHy! — noobewan oH. — Tam en camoe MecTo.

-Ha ubto ronoBy? — xmnBo yTouHun Koctd. — Ceoto? Tebe nonger!

-CnywanTe, Bbl pa3Be He Apy3ba? — BAPYr cnpocua AHApeac C NIerkuM pasapaxXeHuem.
Bnag n Kocta HegoyMeHHO nepernsiHyimco.

-Hy pa... - npotaHyn Bnaa. — A uto?

-[la Bbl NepepyrnBaeTecb NOCTOSAHHO! — Mo)an niedamu AHApeac U C HeAOBOJIbHbIM BMAOM 3a4yepn-
HYJ1 NOXXKOM NUMNKYI 6enyto Kawy.

Bnaa c yamMBneHVEM crieaun 3a TeM, KakK MX FPy3Hblii COTPanesHUK C OTBpaLLeHMEM NpornaTbiBaeT co-
NEPXKMMOE JIOXKU, NPUYEM YAMBIIEHNE OTHOCU/IOCh BOBCE HE K (haKTy NoelaHnsa HEBKYCHOIO YXXMHa.

-Y Hac ctunb obweHns Takon. Mbl He MO-HACTOSILEMY pyraeMmcsi, - HakoHel, NMosicHui Bnag n TyT xe
MblCNeHHO obpyran camoro cebsa. M 3ayeM OH onpaBAblBaeTcsa nepes 3TUM BblCOKOMEPHbLIM TONCTS-
KoM?! YHusntenbHoe 3aHaTue!

-[py3ba Tak He o6walTCcsa, - Becko 3asaBua 610HAMH. KocTa rpoMko dbIpkHY, U AHApeac MoAHsAN
rnasa ot Tapenku ¢ 6enon maccon. — Yero CMeLlHoro?

-Y Tebs OTCyTCTBYET UyBCTBO IOMOpa, - TOPXECTBEHHO npoBo3rnacun Kocts.

-A Tbl pa3sBe He BMAMLLb, YTO OHU He NbaT Apyr Apyra? — obepHyncs K Muwenbs AHapeac.
[eBylika, BAN0O NOMeLINBas JI0XKOM CBOKO Mopuuto Kawwm, cnabo ynelbHynace:

-He 3Hato, AHgpeac, no-Moemy, OHM MPOCTO WYTAT Tak.

AHZpeac nokpacHen u cobupancs 4To-To BO3pasuTb, 04HAKO Brag, BHMMATENIbHO MOCMOTPEB Ha pbi-
)KEBOMOCYI0 MSIEHHMLY, BMELIAJICS B pa3ropatoLLyrocs nepenanky:

-Muwenb, xo4yewb, Mbl BO3bMeM Tebs ¢ coboi, koraa coexmm?
KocTs monepxHysica MOSTIOKOM, a AHApPeac C U3YMJIEHMEM YCTaBUJICS Ha Hero:
-Céexunte? BoT nanotmam!

-Tebsi Mbl He MpuUrnalaeM, - HeNnpUA3HEHHO MOoKoCW/CS Ha 6noHaAMHA Bnaa. - S ob6pawanca K Mu-
wenb.

ﬂeBYLIJKa MrHOBEHMWE BCMaTpuBaiaCb B €ro Jnuo, noToM 3aKycusia Fy6y, ABHO B3BelWlnMBasda, CTOUT A
cornawlaTtbCa Ha NpeasioXXeHne.

-NlagHo... Cnacnbo, - rosoc ee 3By4an HEMHOro HanpsbkeHHo, 6yato nober nnaHupoBancsa Ha 6nu-
Xallwme HeCKObKO 4acoB.

KocTsa nokaydan ronoBon:
-Hy n Hy! Tbl roBopuwb 0 nobere Kak o gene peweHHoM!
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-Tuwe Tbl, - paccepanncs Bnag v okKMHyN CTONOBY O6bICTPbIM B3rNsAoM. HUMKOroO n3 crpaxken nobnm-
30CTM He 6bIs10, M NapeHb, YCNOKOUBLUMCL, CHOBa 06epHysica K Muwenb. — A Tbl rae cerogHs uenbli
AeHb nponagana?

OHa nopo3oBena:
-['npe n Bcerga. HeBaxHo.

Bnaa noxan niedamMum M Co B3A40XOM B3r/IsIHY/1 Ha CBO Tapesnky. OH ycrnen ¢ TpyAaoM MporioTUTb He-
CKOJIbKO JTIOXEK M He MpeACcTaBsa/, Kak BNUXHYTb B cebs ocTaBllytoca Kawy. be3BKycHas, NMUMNHYyLLas
K HEDY, BA3KasA M MaxHyllas NMpoOKUCLIMM MOJIOKOM, OHa Bbi3biBana TOWHOTY U Ha4ducTo ybusana an-
neTuT. A NMocse MHOro4acoBbiX TPEHMPOBOK IOHOLLIA M BOBCE €CTb HE XOTesl, XOTS ero OpraHusM Ha-
BEPHSIKA NOTEPSST HEMANO 3HEPTUMN U1, MO UAEE, Xaxaas NMOMoSHUTb 3anac Kaslopuil...

-BoT nto60nbITHO, HAWIK MYUYUTENN TOXKE eAAaT BOT 3TO BOT? — CKBO3b 3y6bl npoueann Bnaa, HaknoHsas
NEepeBsAHHYIO JIOXKY C Kalwelh u Habnwoaas, Kak rycrtas 6enas Kannas CNoBHO HEXOTS OTPbIBAETCS OT
oblen Maccebl.

-Bpsa nu, - BctaBun AHgpeac. — IHoraa oHW 3aBTpaKalT UM YXMHAT 34eck... Mx 6ntoga cmoTpsaTcs
KyZa nyduwe.

Bnan cven nosiIoOBMHY nopunn n C HacnaxgeHmnem sanna ee XxonaogHbiIM MOJIOKOM, NMoKa3aBLWKUMCA nap-
HIO NMOYTU BKYCHbIM.

-MnBa xo4eTcs, - BHE3anHO HapyLwwua MonvaHue Kocta. Brnag sHEPrMyHO KUBHYI:

-ELI.l,e KaK XO4YEeTCA... - OH 3aXMYpWJICA U MedTaTeNbHO MNpoAao/IKUNI: - C coneHbiMu opewkaMun mnnn
KOMN4YeHOM pbI6KONM... X0N0AHOE TEMHOE MUBO...

-0, YMONKHM HeMepaneHHo! — npocToHan KocTs, TeaTpasibHbIM XXECTOM 3aXxumas ywu nagoHsamu. — Y
MEHS aX C/TIOHKKN noTeknu!

Muwenb yaMBNEHHO NMoAHsAa TOHKME TEMHO-PbIXKe 6poBU:
-Bbl ankoronunku?

Bnaa oT HEOXWAAHHOCTU OTKPbIS rN1asa U HernoHWMalolWe yCTaBuiics Ha Hee. KocTa npuwen B cebs
nepBbIM.

-3anolHble! - ¢ ropaoCTblo NoATBEpPAUS OH. — [beM He npocbixas!

-Hy nouemy cpasy ankoronukmn? f B 6binble BpeMmeHa Toxe ntobun nobanosatbCa MMBKOM,— BMeLLas-
ca AHgpeac M HactaBuTenbHo AobaBun: - Bbl, XEHLMHbI, HNYErOWEHBKN HE CMbICIIUTE B MY>XCKUX
passneveHusax!

-MHe 1 XeHCKnX XBaTaeT, - oTpe3ana Muwens.
KocTa ycMexHyca n, OTNMB U3 CBOEN KPYXKU, C YblIOKOW 3aMeTu:
-X0opoLwo XO0Tb Mbl C BnagsHoM He kypuM! MNMpeactaBbTe, NPULLIOCL 6bl OTBbIKATL!

-HeyXTo Bbl Takue nan-mManbunkn? — npe3puTtenbHo dblpkHYn AHApeac. — 9 BOT AbIMU MO-YEPHOMY.
[onro oTBbIKan, Aa U HE OTBbIK MOJIHOCTBIO...

Bnan nokpacHen, B mamMaTu BCMJbIIM MOAPOCTKOBbIE roAbl, KOrga npaBo XWUTb MO-CBOEMY MPUXOAM-
NoCb 3aBOeBbIBaTb €4Ba M HW B Apake. lNoyeMy OH 06s3aH cnenoBaTb HopMaM Tonmnbl?! U nomaTb
CBOE 3[0pOBbE B Yroay MpuxoTu AecsiTka 6e3aenbHUKOB, Ybe MHeHue y Hero, Bnaga, He Bbi3biBaeT
faxke oTAasleHHOro nHTepeca?!

Tnewwasa uenblii geHb SpoCTb BCKMMNena B Aywe, n Bnag ¢ HeHaBUCTbO Npownnes, NneperHyBLlmnCh
yepes cTon K AHgpeacy:

-He cobpancsa nu Tbl yunTb MeHs xu3Hn?! MoBepb, Ha «cnabo» MeHs He Bo3bMelWb! B cBoe BpeMs A
KynakaMu BblkOSlauyMBan AypoCTb M3 TakKMX BOT MOAHAuMBaKOWMX MeHs 605BaHOB, MOry M ceidac
npoAeMoHCTpupoBaTb! CTpacTb Kak XOYETCS U3NNTb AypHOE HAaCTPOEHWE Ha KOro-HUbyab!

OH roBopua HErpoOMKO W 3710, BO B3rnsAe nblnan CAEpXMBaAeMbld rHEB. Bnag AeNCTBUTENbBHO C pajo-
CTbto nogpancs 6bl ¢ KeM-HMOYAb — NyCKan gaxke ¢ 34aKMM yBalbHeM!

-Tbl yero? — ucnyranca AHgpeac. - Hy n xapakrtep y 1ebs! HepBbl e4nTb HYXHO.

-YeM? - a3BuTenbHO ocBeaomucs Bnaa. — BoT 3Tol MaHHOM ragocCTbio?
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-A y MeHS ansieprmsi Ha CUrapeTHbIA AbIM... - MpepBan ux ccopy Kocrs. — M Boobuie, Kakas pasHuua,
4yTO 6bI10 B TOM, NPOLUSION XU3HM? Tenepb BCe He KYpST.

Bnag B3gporHyn. PaBHoaylwve B rosioce gpyra no-HacToAWEMY BCTPEBOXWNO ero. Heyxenn Kocta
CcMUpUNca? Heyxenn n ero camMoro XaeT Takas y4dacTtb? Ml napy aHen cnycrta oH 6yaet ¢ 6e3pasnmuun-
€M lyMaTb O TOM, YTO OCTaBLUEeCs B MPOLUSIOM HE BEPHYTb?

«A poanTenu? - C BHE3amnHbIM Y>KacoMm noaymasn Braa v nodyyBCTBOBas, Kak MOKPbIBAETCS SeAsiHbIM
noToM. — OHUM corayT c ymal»

EMy caenanocb AypHO, BrepBble 3@ 3TOT CyMaclueAwmnii AeHb OH 0CO3Has CaMylo CTpaLUHY noapo6-
HOCTb C/lyUMBLUErOCSi: OH HWKOrAa He CyMeeT COO6WWUTb POAHbIM, FAe HAaXOAUTCS, He CyMeeT AaTb
BECTOUKY, UYTO XWUB - 3[10POB...

«XXK1B - 340pOB? — C MPOHMEN 3aKOHUM MapeHb MbICNEHHO. — [onro nu g 6yay Xue - 340p0OB?»

Y>KWH 3aBepLUUJICS B YrPIOMOM MOTYaHUM.
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I'maBa 3. HouHas OporyJaka

OHW BEPHYNNCb B KOMHaTbl B CONPOBOXAEHUN TPOUX CTpa>|<e17|.

Ha natHaguaTtom aTaxe Hukongd FDY6O BTONKHYN Bnaja B ero Kenblo, B KOTODOVI Lapun noytTn oca-
3aeMbIit ,D,YUJHbIVI MpaK - noacBe4YeHHOE 3Be3aaMu Heb6o, BUAMMOE U3 apo4yHOro OoKHa, HMKaKoro oc-
BELWEHNA HE OaBaso.

Bnaa, ApoCTHO BO33pMBLUMCL Ha 3ax/IONHYBLUYIOCS Nepea ero HOCOM ABepb, CEPANTO BbIKPUKHY:
-W 4TO MHe, B TEMHOTE TYT cnaeTb?!

-Moxellb CTOATb, - AOHECCs MPUrYLIEHHbIN AepeBAHHON Mperpagoli, HO OT 3TOro He MeHee A3BU-
TeNbHbIl, roioc HUKONS, U B cneaylolee MrHOBEHWE 3arpoxoTan 3anvMpaeMblii 3acCoB.

Mblnas ot 3710CTM, Bnag ¢ cunoi nHyn CyHAYK, OTO3BaBLUWMICA MeTas/IM4eCKMM 3BOHOM, UM Pe3kKo
onycCTUACS Ha KpoBaTb. Ero Bcero TpsCao, U MbICNb O CHe, elle HefaBHO CTOJb MaHsawWwas, Tenepb BO-
oAyleBneHnsa He Bbi3Bana. Jleub cnatb?! Hy, yx HeT! OH He CTaHeT cnaTb, NMoka He NpuayMaeT npu-
eMJiIeMbIl BbIX0O4 M3 cuTyaumnm!

MblTasicb YHATb 6ELeHCTBO, MelaBLllee C XON04AHOM pauMOHaNbHOCTbO 064yMaTh ClIOXMUBLUEECS Mo-
noxxeHne, Bnag npuHSACS M3MbIWASATb M30LWPEHHbIE crocobbl NbITOK N ybéuincTtea, Boobpaxast B posu
XepTBbl Hukonsa. B KoHue KOHLOB, obeccuneB OT SPOCTU, BbIMJECHYTb KOTOPYI 6bII0 HE Ha KOro,
napeHb BHOBb OMYCTW/ICS Ha KpPOBaTb M A0 KPOBW 3aKycun ryby. EMy Heob6xoammo 4Tto-HMbyab npu-
AyMaTb, MHA4ye OH MOMpPOCTY CBUXHETCS!

JlnxopazouHble n 6ecnnoaHble pa3MbllUNEHUs NMpepBan TUXMA WOPOX U CKpUM, AOHecluecs oT ABe-
pu. Bnaa BCKOYMA Ha HOMM, HaMpsH KeHHO BCMATPMBasiCb B TEMHOTY. Y He obnagaet nn Hukonsa Te-
nenaTnyecknMmm cnocobHocTamm? MOXET, OH NMOYyBCTBOBas HacTpoeHwe Brnaga v pewnn npoaeMoH-
CTpUpoBaTb Xapakrep?

«Hy u nyckain, - MbiIcneHHO ynblbHyncsa Bnag, Ha BCAKUI cny4al NMpUroTOBMBLUNCL K CxBaTke. - Xu-
BbIM He gamcs!»

B 3Ty cekyHAay ABepb NpUOTKpbIiack, U B 06pa3oBaBLUMIACS MPOeM NPOCKOMb3HyNa Muwens.

-Tbl?! — HegoBEpUMBO BblAOXHYN Bnaa, He cpa3y CyMeB Nepek/IlUYNTLCS C MbIC/IE O BO3MOXHOW Apa-
Ke. [leByllKa cepaAnTo Npuioxuia naney K rybam, npnbnmsmnacb K NnapH BANOTHYIO M npowenTana
Ha yXo:

-Cnenyh 3a MHOW, He pa3roBapuBali, 6e3 eanHoro 3Byka!
Hwnuyero He noHumas, Braa nokopHO Hanpaswuica Bcnes 3a Muwens.
[eByllKa 3anepsia KOMHaTY M Ha UbINno4Ykax npocnenosana K necrtHuue, Bnag He otcrasan.

-MoXHO HOrm nonomMaTtb! — TUXO MOXanoBasicCs OH, BLUEMNMBLUWUCb B Nepwusa B Haaexae Ha ornopy.
nblﬂbHaFI, XXapkKasa MU nojiHaga 3arago4HblX LWOPOXOB TEMHOTA 6YKBaJ'IbHO AaBuna M Ka3anaCb HENpPo-
HULLAQEMOW.

Muwenb, HAa MrHOBEHUE 06epHYBLIJVICb, BO3MYLIEHHO 3aMaXajla pyKaMn, npmusbiBad K TULLNHE, U MPO-
Ao/mkuna noabeM. Ha aABaguaToM aTaxe AeBYLWKa CK/IOHKWMNAacCb K CNYTHUKY U KOPOTKO NMpuUKa3sala:

->Kan 3pecb!

OTpaB 3TO pacnopsihxeHue, Mullenb BbICKOSIb3HY1a B KOpMAOpP, @ Bnaa HepBHO ornsiHyncs. KoHeuHo,
HMKAKOro CTpaxa OH He ucnbiTbiBan (BOT ewe!), n Bce-Taku okasaTbCs TyT B MOJIHOM OAMHOYECTBE U
HeBeleHNUN OTHOCUTENbHO LieIM HOYHOro MyTelecTBUS... CTOSTb CPeAu XOJSIOAHbIX CbIPbIX CTEH, rae
Manenwmnin 3ByK OTAAETCSA MYJIKMM 3XOM... KOrAa Ka)Xxaas TeHb C/IOBHO MOBTOPSIET HEHABUCTHbIN CUNYST
Hukons... B obwem, ya0oBONbCTBMEM NOoA0OHOE OXuaaHMe Ha3BaTb 6bI10 TPYyAHO.

HakoHeu, 13 ryctoro Mpaka 6ykBanbHO MaTepuanm3oBasuCb ABa CWIy3Ta, B KOTOpbIX Bnaa y3sHan
Muwenb n KocTto.

-KoCTSH? — HeloBepYMBO CMPOCUI OH, LLYPACb B TEMHOTE, N €r0 COKYPCHUK 3HEPrUYHO KUBHYI. Mu-
Wwenb oJapuia CNyTHUKOB BO3MYLLEHHbLIM B3r/1S40M M XECTOM Beseia C/ieaoBaTh Aalblue.

Tonbko Oo4yyTMBLUNCb Ha ABaALiaTb BOCbMOM 3TaXe, Bnag noHsan, yto Aopora mx NeXxuT Ha naowaaky,
rage yTpom npoxoannan CnopTuBHbIE UCTA3AHUA.
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-HouyHasa fgosa nbITOK? — TUXO LWENHY/ OH, HAaKNOHMBLNCL K KocTe. TOT HEPBHO XMUXUKHY U NoXasn
naedamu, a Mmwenb onsaTb HEAOBOJIbHO 3alUMKana.

XXX

OKasaBLUMCb CHapYXW, BHE CbIpbIX CTEH 3aMKa, Brnaa mo4yyBCTBOBAs, YTO HAaCTPOEHUE MOHEMHOrYy UC-
npasnsieTcs. 34eckb 6bI/10 CBET/IEE, MNPOXIaAHEE U AblWANOCh KyAa Jierye, CI0BHO CaM BO3AyX COCTO-
AN U3 Apyrux Monekyn. MoTAHYBLIMCL, MapeHb C HAaCNaXAeHNEeM yNbIGHYNCS U CNPOCUI:

-Hy a Tenepb MOXHO pa3rosapuBaTb?

-TonbKO TUXO, - ocaauna ero Muwens, BCe elle NPOAO/IKAsA XMypUTbCs. — ECin He Xxo4yellb HenpusaT-
HocTen cebe, cBOEMY APYTY WU... MHE.

Bnaa npuMnpuTenbHO NOAHSAN pacKpbiTble N1aA0HU U TOPXKECTBEHHO KUBHYII:
-Cnywarcb 1 NOBUHYHOCH!

-JaBHO nopa, - npobypyana, onyckascb Ha nos, Muwenb. Ee cnyTHUKK TOoT4Yac yCTPOUAUCL C 0bomnx
60KOB.

Onepwuncb CNMHOK O MapaneT, AeByLlKa MosiYa pasrfisiabiBana CBOM PYKM U OOBACHATb MPOUCXOAS-
uee ABHO He crewwuna. Bnag HeTepnennBo XAaana, C Kaxaoh ceKyHaon owylwas Bce 6osbliee Heno-
yMeHMe.

-A UTO Mbl 34€eCb AenaeM? — HaKoHel He Bblaepxas OH. Munwenb S93BUTEbHO NOMHTEpPEecoBasiach:
-Tebe ny4ylwe [0 yTpa Top4yaTb B CBOEN KamopkKe?

-HeT, KOHEYHO, - C Aocaaon oTo3Basncs Bnaa, noxumas nnedamn. — Moyemy Tbl 31ULLILCA?

-MpocTu, - B3AOXHYNa AEBYLUKa, pacnpasisas CKAaAku Ha TyHuke. — Ha camom gene g npocto 60toCh.

-Yero 6ounwbca? - pe3ko cnpocun Bnaa n 03abovyeHHO nokocusica Ha KocTio. Apyr Bbirnsaen He Me-
Hee BCTPEBOXEHHbIM, YEM OH CaM.

-He yero, a koro! - HeagoOBOMILHO nonpasuna Muwenb U NPUCTanbHO B3rNsHyAa Ha cobeceaHuka, Xo-
TS TEMHOTa W CKpbiBana 4epTbl ero nuua. — S 6oocb Hukons. Ecnm oH y3HaerT...

-A Kak Tbl yMyApunach BblbpaTbCsa U3 KOMHaTbI? — BMewasncsa Kocta. — TBOK ABEPb He 3anupatoT?
'y6bl MuLwens MCKpuMBUAA ropbkas yCcMeLlKa:
-0, ecnn 6blI! 3anupatoT!

-A Kak Tbl Bbibpanacb B TakoM criyvyae? — Hactonumso nosTopun Koctd. B ero ronoce 3By4yano xaa-
Hoe n6b0onbITCTBO. — Thbl yMeelb neTaTb?

-Takol BOMpoC MOr MpUUATU B FOA0BY TOSIbKO Tebe, - 3aMeTun ero npugatenb U cHoBa 0bepHyncs K
Muwenb. Jaxe B LapsLweM BOKpYr Mpake 6b1s10 BUAHO: AEBYLUKY YTO-TO My4aerT.

-Tbl He Xo4ellb OTKPbIBaTb CBOM CekpeT? — NpsiMO ocBefoMucs Bnaa.
Mullenb CyAOpPOXHO CXana Kynaku, BbinpsaMuiacbk M TONbKO NOTOM OTBeTUNA:

-Bbl BCe paBHO y3HaeTe. S MpoCTo He Mory npuayMmaTtb, B Kakyt ¢opMy obreyb CnoBa... - AeBYLUKa
3akycuna ryby, elle OKOoMo MWUHYTbl MOSYa pa3rnadbiBana CBOM Nasblibl U, PELWINTENBHO BCKUHYB
noa6opoaok, caenana HOBYH MOMbITKY 3aroBOPUTb: - S1 MPOBOXY Ha 3TOW Kpbllle HECKOJIbKO 4YacoB
KaXAblli BEYEP B TEUEHME MOC/AEAHEro noayroaa...

-MeHg Tbl ctoga He npurnawana! - ykopun ee Kocts. — XoT4... 6bITb MOXET, TYT 3aMellaHbl YyBCTBa,
3? N a Tpetun nuuwHunn?

OH 030pHO noaMurHyn, a Bnaa nopocagoBan, YTO HAaXoAWUTCS CIAMWIKOM Aaneko oT OblBLIEro oAHO-
K/laCCHMKA M HEe MOXET MUXHYTb €ro B 3HakK npoTtecTta. MNpuLWnock OrpaHNUnTLCS CEPAUTLIM B3TNISA0M.
Mullenb, CNOpy HET, Muna, 1, B NpuUHUUME, OH 6bl HE NPOYb MO3HAKOMUTBLCS C Het nobnuxe, HO ce-
rof4Hs eMy 6bl10 He A0 aMYPHbIX MPUKIOYEHWUI, 3TO TOYHO!

-He BblayMbiBal nuiHero! Be4HO Tbl HAYMHaeLWb! — CO 3/10CTbIO OrpbI3HYNCca Bnag. Muwens xe HUc-
KOJIbKO He CMYyTu/lacb N He pacTepsniachk:

-KocTs1, 51 He npurnawana 1ebst NOTOMy, YTO U Tbl He 3Bajsl MeHs ¢ coboto.

[MoBMCNO MUHYTHOE MONYaHWE, HapyLWeHHOe N3yMeHHbIM rosfiocoM KocTu:
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-Kyga 310 9 Tebs He 3Ban? U Kyaa Bnag 3Ban? 4 4Tto-TO YNyCTWU/ CErOAHS...

Bnag u cam 4TO-TO YyNyCTW/ — BO BCSKOM CJ/ly4Yae, OH, XOTb y6eilTe, He MOMHWUI, Ky[a WU Koraa 3Ban
Muwenb. MNo3TOMy OH CMOTpeN Ha KyApsiBYlO 3M1aTOBMACKy C HE MEHbLUMM, YEeM €ro COKYpPCHUK, MHTe-
pecom.

-TBOV Apyr npeanoxun Bmecte 6exaTb, - 0TO3Bajnacb MulleNb C HECKO/bKO YTOMJIEHHbIM BMW/IOM,
CNOBHO HEO6XO0AMMOCTb 06bACHATL OYEBUAHOE ee yAMBAANa U pasapaxana. — A Tl He npeanaran.

-[la 9 1 caM He cobupancsa! - TyT Xe NpUHAICA onpaBabiBaTbcsa KocTs.

-BOT A 1 pewnna oTBeTUTb NO6E3HOCTLIO Ha Ntobe3HocTb. [la 1 Boobule, ycnosus nobera cneayer
TWaTenbHO NpoAyMaTth, 06CyAUTb BAANW OT MOCTOPOHHUX YLUEei, He npaBaa nun?

-MpaBpaa, — cornacuncsa Bnaga.

- ewe... - noMeanme, OCTOPOXHO mMporosopuia Muwens. — S npowy Bac B3STb C CO60M He TONbKO
MEHS$, HO U OAHOro MapHs4.

-AHApeaca? — HenpuaA3HEeHHO yTouHWMN Bnaa, owyTuB OCTpoe HexeslaHue BbIMOoNHATbL Npocbby HOBOM
noapyru. esywka 6bICTPO NoKayasa rosloBo:

-HeT, He ero... 4 roBopto 0 ApPYroM YyesioBeKe.

Bnan o3apayeHHo MOCMOTPEN Ha KocTio, nbiTasiCb B3rns40m nepenartb BOMNPOC, HO B IN1a3ax €ro gpyra
YMNTaAJNIOCb TaKoe XXe HeaAOoyMeHUne.

-NTagHo, - nokonebaBwuncb, caancs Bnaa.

-Mbl 6ynem 6exaTtb BCEW TONMNON? — HeoaobpuTenbHO XMblKHYN KocTta. — Boobpaxato, kakoe nosy-
untcsa 3penuute! Hac, KOHeYHO, HUKTO He 3aMeTuT...

-BOT M HyYXHO npoayMaTb Bce geTanu, 4Tobbl He 3aMeTunun, - oTpesasna AeBylKa, YyTb HaXMypuB-
WINCh.

Bnaa nocMoTpen Ha ycbiMaHHOE WMCKOpKaMW 3Be3[ 4YepHWbHoe Heb6o. J1lo6onbiTHO, 3TU co3Be3aus
COBMaAaloT C PUCYHKOM Heba B ero poAHbIX Kpasx? Xasb, OH He CUJIEH B aCTPOHOMUMN...

-A YTO HaM MeLlaeT NPSIMO ceilyac CNyCTUTbCS Ha MepBbIN 3TaX U YHUTU? — BHe3anHo cnpocun Kocts.
Muwenb yamBneHHo obepHynacbk K HeMY, a Bnaa noMopwinncs Kak ot 3ybHon 6onu.

-A 4yT0? - C asapTtoMm npogosmxan Kocta. — Yero cmoTpute, 6yATO S NpeanoXun HEeCyCBETHYH [y-
nocTb?

-[loTOMY 4TO Tbl U NPEASIOXUI HECYCBETHYIO rMynocTb! — B cepauax yaapus cebs no KoneHy, Heno-
BOJIbHO nosacHwWn Bnaa. — TeppuTopus HaBepHSAKa oxpaHsaeMma.

-A Mbl NOCTapaeMcsi NOTUXOHbKY, aKKYPaTHEHbKO... - HE CMUPUIICS C NMOpPaXeHNeM ero Apyr.

-[leno He B oxpaHe, - BMelwanacb geBywka. — 1o 3TUM ckasaM HEBO3MOXHO BblbpaTbca 6e3 anbnu-
HUCTCKOIro CHapsXXeHus.

-He Tonbko 6e3 cHapsieHusi, HO 1 6e3 HaBbIKOB albMUHUCTA, - C KPUBOW yCMeLLKOM BCTaBun Bnaa. -
Botocb, S Aaxe C caMblM HOBbIM CHapSXXEHWMEM COPBYCb CO CKasbl, - OH BAPYr KOe-yTo coobpasun u
ToponmBo obpaTuncs Kk Muwenb: — Cnywai, a Tbl OTKyAa 3Haellb, YTO OTCloAa TakK MPOCTO He Bbi-
6paTtbca? Tbl npoboBana?

Mullienb noMonaYana, npexie 4yeM OTBETUTh:
-5l — HeT. Ho koe-KTo npoboBan, - rosloc ee Npo3By4as Cyxo u 6e3pasnmyHo.

-He 3Toro nn Koe-kKoro Mbl AOSIXKHbI 3aXBaTUTb C cO60O? — noao3puTenbHO ocBegomuncsa Bnaa. Ha
cel pa3 MoJlYaHMe 4nA0Chb AoMblie, a 3arosopuia Muwenb yxxe abcontoTHO 6e3XKM3HEHHBbIM TOHOM:

-HeT. 3TOT Yenosek MepTB.

Mpusatenn obMeHANNCb TPEBOXHbIMU B3rNs4aMu.

-OH... copBancs? — ¢ TpyAoM BbIMOMBWA Bnaa. Muwenb oT4asHHO nokayana rosioBoun.
-Het, - caaBneHHo oTBeTMNa oHa. — OH He copBancs. Ho n 6exaTb He cymen.

-A Tebsa c cobon He B3An? — C ABHbIM YNpeKoM yTouyHun KocTs. JeByLliKa nopbiBUCTO BbiNpsSMUIach 1
obepHyna K HeMy MblnatoLllee oT Hero40BaHUsS NULO:
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-Tbl HE NMOHMMaeWwb! — rpoMKO, MO-3MEMHOMY, MpolIMnena oHa, W rnal3a ee 3abnecrenn oT cnes u
rHeBa. — OH XWN Ha ceAbMOM 3Taxe, 1 — Ha TpuHaauaToM. OH Bblbpasicsi NO CBSAI3aHHbIM MPOCTbIHE U
nokpbiBany. Mpuwnocb NpbiraTe C 60MbLWOMK BbICOTbl, OH BbIBUXHY HOry... OH obellan BepHYTbCs 3a
MHOW Mo3gHee.

-Ho oH He cymen BblbpaTbCs, - YrproMo 3akitoumn Bnaa, nsberas cMoTpeTb Ha nnavyllyo Muwens.
[eByliKa KMBHyNa:

-Ero cunbHoO M36MJ‘IM, - OTPbIBUCTO Mpou3Hecna oHa. — Hory neuntb gaxe He ctanu. OH Ao camon
CMepTn XpoMmars. BnpoyeM, npoxus oH Nocse BCEero rnosroaa...

- 4yTO C HMM Mpom30LWNI0? — C HENPUBbLIYHO-CEPLE3HON MHTOHauMen cnpocmn KocTs, HanpsiKeHHO
BCMaTpMBasiCb B packpacHeBLUeecs nmuo cobecegHuubl.

-Ero oTnpaBuan Ha 3Ty BOWHY, KyAa M Bac TOXE OTMPaBsT... HE 3Hak, YTO 3a BOWHa U C KEM, MHe
6e3pas3nunyHo...

-3aT0 MHe Hebe3pas3/IMYHOo, - Fopbko 3aMeTun Bnaa. — Ero younun tam?

MuLwenb CyA0opPOXHO B3A40XHY/A W MyXo NpoAosikana, Tak YTo HHOoWaM MpULIOCh CKIIOHUTLCS K ca-
MbIM ry6am ee, uTobbl pacc/ibilaTh TOPOM/IMBbIN NPEpPbIBUCTbIN LIEMNOT:

-HeT, HeT... ogHaXXAbl 3@ 3aBTPAKOM 3TOT MOHCTP HUKONS exmaHOo coobLuna, 4To MO npusiTens Aesep-
TUpOBan, HO ero cxBaTuan. M 4ToO OH HaxoAUTCSA B NOA3EMEsibe 3TOro 3aMka. [peanoXxun HaBeCcTUTb...
S cornacunacb. Hukorga He 3abyay 37O cBuaaHue! — oHa nepesBena AblXaHue, rpyab ee 6bICTpo
B34bIManacb, C/IOBHO NOCne AUTENbHOM Npobexkn. [leBylwKy 6yKkBanbHO TPSCA0 OT 6€CCMbHOro oT-
YasiHMS, ronoC Xe, HaNnpoTUB, CAeNnascs OTYETNMBbIM U APOCTHbIM. — MoOWM Apyr cuaen Ha KaMeHHOM
Mosly B KaKMX-TO JIOXMOTbSIX, MPUKOBAHHbIM LEensaMM, BECb OKPOBAaBJIEHHbIN, B Nosyb6ecco3HaTeIbHOM
coctosiHum! 4 paxke He Morsa paccnpocuUTb ero HM O YeM — W He TOJIbKO MOTOMY, UYTO Hemnojasieky
Masiuua 3N10paACTBYOLWMA HUKOMSA, HO U MO TOM MPOCTON NPUUYMHE, YTO BeaHsra yXxe He B COCTOSIHUM
6bin pasrosapmusaTb! OH nouTn obesymen! Ero npakTMyeckn He KOPMUAN, TaK YTO CUJIbl EMY HEOTKY-
Aa 6b1510 B3aTb... CNyCcTa Mecsy OH yMep OT BocnaneHus serknx. O6 3ToM MHe ToXe C HacnaXxaeHuem
coobwmn Hukons.

Jlnyo peBywkn 6yATO OKaMeHeno, ctaso no-HacToAaweMmy 3biM... Cuenus nanbubl, Muwenb C Takown
Cunon Bnmnack 3ybamm B HMXHIOK ryby, UTO Ha HEXHOM PO30BOMN KOXE BbICTYNUAN 6YCUHKN KPOBMU.

-C Tex nop MUHYNO 4YyTb H6osnblle nonyroga, - coBnagaB c coboli, ckasasa pbhKeBosocas naeHHuua. —
N poBHO nonroda s X0Xy CtoAa... Ha Kpbiwy... M KaXayt HOYb OH MHE CHUTCS B CBOMX LiensiX, B Kpo-
BU, C bayxaatowmm 6e3yMHbIM B3ras40M, He CnOCO6HbIN y3HaTb HM MEHS, HU KOro 6bl TO HU 6bI0
eule...

-Tbl ero ntobmuna? - sBbinanun Kocrs.

Bnag yctano Bo3Ben rnasa Kk TEMHOMY HOYHOMY Heby. Hy, UTo X nogenaelwb C ero ApyroMm, Mactepom
6ecTakTHbIX BONPOCOB?

MuLenb, Kak HWU CTpaHHO, YNbi6HyNack:

-He Mory ckasaTb, 4YTo 5 ero ntobuna. Y Hac He 6blJ1I0 BO3MOXHOCTU MO-HACTOSILLEMY MO3HAKOMUTBLCS.
Mbl M 06WW@nMCb-TO NNLLb 3a 3aBTPAKOM U YXXMHOM. OH MHE HpPaBWJICS, KOHEYHO, U S eMy HaBepHsKa
HpaBunacb... Ho nobuna nnM? - oHa noxana nie4yaMn u HeBeCcesno 3akoH4yuna: - Ho cMepTb ero MeHs
noTpscna.

-MoHnMato... - NpoTaHyn Bnaa. — A caMa-To Tbl CKONbKO TYT XUBELb?
-f'opa aBa, — nocnenoBas CNOKOMHbIA OTBET.
-OBa?! - naymmnca Kocra. — Hy, Hudero cebe!

-Ham 3To kaTeropuyecku He MOAXOAUT, - MoOAAEpPIKaN MPUSATENS COKYPCHUK. Mullenb nedasibHoO yc-
MeXHynachb:

-OH TOXEe Tak rosopuil.

-Hapetocb, HaM noBe3eT 6onblle, - C YBEPEHHOCTbIO, KOTOPOM Ha CaMOM Aefe He ouwlylan, 3asaBui
Bnag.

-0a yX s Toxe Hagewcb! — dpbipkHyn KocTs.
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PasroeBop npepBan 3ByK OTNMpaeMoro ntoka. Bnag Bckoums Ha Horu, ero cepaue 3abunocb Kak be-
weHoe. Heyxenu nx Bce-taku ycnbiwann?! Yto xe B TaKOM cnyvae ux oxumpaet? CMepTb noj nbiTka-
Mun?

Ha kpbilwy Bbi6pancsa Xo3ed. KocTa cyqopoXXHO B3AOXHY/ U 3aKalNsaics, CIOBHO NOAABUBLLINCL BO3-
[yxoM, a Bnag BHyTpeHHe noxonogen. OH He UMeN HWU Manenuero nNpeacTaBfeHns, YTo Tenepb ae-
naTb.

Xosed oKuHYN niowanky paBHOAYLIHbIM B3rNS40M W, Ka3asoCb, HUCKO/IbBKO HEe YAUBUIICA BCTpeYE C
TpeMs nieHHnKamn. MpubInsnBLLINCL K HUM, OH CBEPXY BHWU3 B3rNsAHYN Ha MULIENb U FPYCTHO CMpo-
cun:

-Tbl BCe-Taku BbINycTuna nx?

-MpocTn, 9 He Morna nHave, - HEMHOIo0 CMYLWEHHO OTK/IMKHY/1ACb AeBYLUKa.
-A ecnn a1 6yay peBHOBaTL?

Bnag HenoHMMawwWwe nokocunics Ha Muwenbs. YTo npoucxoanT?!

-He Bepto, UTO Tbl 6yAellb PEBHOBATb, - MPOHUYHO CcOoO06LMIa AEBYLIKA, U OT ee CNI0B Mo Koxe Bnaaa
npob6exann mypawku. OHa UYTo, CrneumanbHo 31T 3Toro Tuna?!

Ho XKo3ed ynbibHYNCA, HNCKOMIBKO HE paccepAMBLUNCK:
-lagHo, B ntoboM cnyyae nopa.

-Tak paHo? — paccTtpounacb Muwens.

-Hunkonsa cerogHsa He cMAMTCS Ha MecTe, - noscHun XKosed.

Muwenb TyT Xe NPOBOPHO MOAHSAACh M MOCMeLWnIa K JoKy. BcTpeyaTbea ¢ Hukons el sBHO He Xo-
Tenocb. Ha xoay oHa kuHyna, obpaliascb K CBOMM HOBbIM ApPY3bsiM:

-PebsaTa, 6bicTpee!
OHM nocnyLwHo nocnegoBanu 3a Hen. Y Bnaga 66110 owyLweHmne, 4To ero ornywmnm 6uTon.

-Tak 37O Tbl ee BbINyCTUN? — yamBneHHO crnpocun KocTsa. BeipaxeHue ero nuua 6bi10 He MeHee O3a-
AadeHHoe, yeM y npusTens. XKosed BMeCTo OTBETa NOATOKHYN NapHS K JIIOKY.

-0a Mbl ngeMm, - obumxxeHHo nposopyan Koctsa. — CnpocuTtb Henb3s!

-CnpocuTb MOXHO, NPOCTO BOMPOC Mynbli, - 0TO3Basica CTpaX. — KOHeYHO, s ee BbiNyCTUA — KTO X
ewe?

Bnag 3aroBopwua TosibKO Ha NNIECTHULIE. [o aTon CEeKYHAbl OH NMPOCTO HE B ChNaxX 6b1n no-HactoAawemy
OCO3HaTb Npoun3oLwlealiee:

-Cnywau, Xo3zed, a 3a4eM Tbl MEHS CEroAHs yaapun?
Xozed nompauHen.

-MpocTu, - He rNAAsS Ha Hero, HEOXOTHO BYPKHY/ OH. — S cly4daliHo nonan no TBoeil Hore. Ha caMom
[lene A nNpocTo KOHCMMpUpoBancs.

-Toxe Hukonsa 6onwbca? — He 6e3 exuacrtea o6poHun Bnag. XKosed npoH3UTENbHO B3rNsHYN Ha He-
ro:

-Het, He Hukonsa. A 6otocb Xo3smHa.
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I'maBa 4. Bcnosnrka

MpOoCHYBIUNCbL Ha chneayolulee yTpo, Bnaa He cpasy OTKpbUI rnas3a. HeckoNibKo MyUYUTeNbHbIX MUHYT
napeHb NMPOCTO Jiexas, CTUCHYB Ky/laku 1 MbIC/IEHHO MOBTOPSASA: «3TO 6bl/1 COH... COH... MPOCTO COH...»

OaHako B rny6buHe AyWW OH yXXe MOHUMaJs, YTO CYACT/IMBbIM CHOM Tenepb MOXHO CYMUTaTb BClO Mpe-
[OblAYLLYI0 XU3Hb, @ SIBb, BOT OHa — B 3TOM 3aMKe, C TpeMs nanadamu... BepHee - c AByMs. MbIC/b O
HEOXXMAAHHOM COK3HUKE HeMHOro noa6oapwna ero, U Bnag pasmexun Beku. Tak M €CTb: KaMeHHbIN
NMoTOJIOK, OKHO-apKa, HeyaobHasi y3kasi KpoBaTb...

B aBepb c cunon 3abapabanunu:
-BcTaBali n cnyckalics kK 3aBTpaky! — pa3gancs cepanTbiii okpuk PobepTa.

YepTbixascb, Bnaa cen Ha nocrenun u noTsSHYCS, NOC/Ee BUYEpaLHUX CMOPTUBHBIX MyUYEHWUI HblNa Ka-
XOas MbllLA.

«CerofiHsl s He CMOry MpbiraTh M CKakaTb» - pasApa)K€HHO PasMbILW/IS/ OHOWa, Topornaneo ob6nava-
ACb B TYHUKY M BpUOXN, KOTOPblE BEYEPOM OCTaBWU/ Ha CyHAyKe. Houb Mokasanacb 4Yepecdyp KOpoT-
KOW, OH He yCnen BbICNaTbCs, U K HOWLWEMY Teny AobaBuiach Taxenas, C/IOBHO YyryHHas, rosiosa.

B ctonosor Kocts, Muwenb n AHapeac yxe cuaenu 3a AajlbHUM CToNoM, U Bnaa npucoeavHuncs K
HUM. YBUAEB Ha Tapesike 3HaKOMble 3e/1eHble CTPYYKU, OH 3apblya Kak paHeHbIN 3Bepb.

-YT10 c TO60OM? — ncnyrancs Kocts.

-OHKM n3geBatoTca Hag Hamu! — npownnen Bnag € MCKaXeHHbIM SPOCTbio JIMLOM. — DTO BOT €CTb He-
BO3MOXHO!

-OHM N3[eBalOTCs eLle XyxXe, YeM Tbl AyMaellb, - XMypo 6ypkHyn AHapeac. - OrnsHuch!

Bnaa nocnywancs. >Xo3zed HETOPONJIMBO pacxa)MBas Mo KOMHATE, M ero CNOKOMHOE SIMLO COXPaHSIo
6eccTpacTHOe Bbipa)€Hue, YEM-TO HarnoMuHalllee Macky. Po6epT M HMKONS pacrnofioXuancb 3a
KpPYr/ibiIM CTO/IMKOM B MPOTMBOMOJIOXHOM YI/ly U, BEPOATHO, 3aBTpaKasu.

-Buepa sToro crtona He 6bi710, - cepanTo oTMeTUn Bnag.

-Ero CTaBAT, KOorga XOTAT No3aBTpakKaTb 34€E€Cb, - MOACHWNIA MVILIJeJ'Ib, BANO KOBbIPAACH BUJIKOW B 3e-
NleHon Macce.

Bnan, cowypuBLlUIUCbL, BrasiabiBancs B 6/t04a, pacCTaB/ieHHbIE Ha CTOMIMKE CTpaXen.

- 4TO OHM eaaT? He TOWHOTBOPHYIO 3e/eHb, hakT! — C 3TMMK C/I0BaMU OH MOAHAJNCS, OTAUXHYJ HO-
rov TabypeTt 1 HanpaBW/ICSA K TEM, KOFO MbIC/IEHHO UMEHOBAs NManadamu.

-Cton! - npoctoHan KocTs, NbiTasiCb yXBaTUTb NPUATENS 3@ JIOKOTb.

Kpaem rnasa Bnag 3ameTtun, uto Xosed c 6€CnoKoMCTBOM CMOTPUT Ha HEro, IBHO He 3Has, Kak Mno-
CTynuTb. BnpoueM, Bce HaxoAsWMECs B CTO/IOBOW B A@HHbII MOMEHT Habo4any 3a HUM.

OcTaHOBMBLUXCL BO3J1e KpYrnioro crona, Bnaa msyumn coaepxumoe Tapenok. XKapeHbll kapTtodensb,
Kakoe-To nogobue OBOLLHOro pary, MbllHbie OnafbWl, KOTMETbl, 6enble BO34YLIHbIE MUPOXHble, 6y-
Tepbpoabl...

-BKyCHO naxHeT? — HEBMHHO MoOUHTEpecoBasica HMKONS 1 C AEMOHCTPATUBHbLIM YAOBO/IbCTBUEM OTKY-
cun ot 6yTepbpoaa C CbipoM.

Bnapg FPOMKO U OTYET/INBO BblCKa3aJl CBOE MHEHMNE O Hukons, NMpU4YeEM B TaKMX Bblpa>XeHU4dx, 4Tto no-
cnefoBaBLUKMA 3a Apyrom KocTs McnyraHHoO OXHyn. Hukons B OTBET TOJSIbKO pacxoxoTasics.

-)XXo3ed, He nporonoganca? — KPUKHYJ OH, OTCMESBLUUCH.

-HeT, - neasiHbIM TOHOM OTO3BasICs AJIMHHOBOJIOCLIN CTpaX. Ero yepHble 6poBM COWNMCH Hag NepeHo-
cvLen, a HanpshXeHHbIW B3rnsa He oTpbiBancs oT Bnaaa.

-XXanb, Tebe He cyxaeHo 6onblie NakoMUTbCS MoA0bHbIM, - € ynbibkol obpaTuncs k Bnaay Hukons.
ToT nokpacHesn oT 3/710CTu.

-Ewe Kak cyxaeHo, noBepb! — Xpunso Bo3pasusli OH U, CTPEMUTENbHO HAarHyBLUWCb, CXBaTWU/1 NepBoe
rnonaslwieecd nNMpoxHoe. bes AanbHenLwmnx paBAYMMVI OTKyCu/1 Cpa3y noJioBUHY, a BTOPYIO 6pOCVIJ'I
MSBLUEMYCS B HECKONbKKMX wwarax Kocre.
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-Yrowamcs!

BrneaHbli Kak MosoTHO KOCTS TOPOM/IMBO 3anMXHY/l OCTAaTOK MUPOXHOro B poT. Ero kpyrnbie rnasa
CTanu kak 6yaTo elle Kpyrnee.

Bnag ToNKOM He owyTusl BKyCa CNajKoro /1akoMCTBa, aApeHasnivH 6ypnw'| B KpOBWU, Irpyab TAXENO
B3AblManaCb, HO CTpaXa Nap€Hb HE UCNbITbIBA/1 — TOJIbKO CNnenyw HEHABUCTDb.

-AX, BOT KaK... - He6peXHO NMpoTsaHyN Hukons, HETOPONANBO MOAHMMAsACb. — Tbl cUMTaelWwb cebsi 0co-
6EeHHO YMHbIM?

-PasymeeTca! - BblAOXHYN Bnaa, npe3putenbHO KpuBs rybbl B TWETHOM MOMNbITKe n306pasnTtb MOSHO-
LLEeHHYO yNnblibKy. — A 1 eCTb YMHbIN!

BbinpsaAMMBLUNCL, HUKONS MFHOBEHWE pasrnsibiBan cMeflbyaka, NMoToM Helobpo YCMEXHYJICA U pe3Ko
XNECTHYN KHYTOM. KOHYMK nneTku yaapun Bnaga no nvuy, v npaBas WeKa BCMbIXHYysa, CNOBHO OX-
BauyeHHasi OrHeM. Ha MrHoBeHWe 3aXXMypUBLUMCb, MapeHb YyCnblWwan cAaBneHHbln cToH Koctu. Mo-
crnegHuin nonbiTancs oTTawmTb pyra B CTOPOHY, 0AHAKO BHOBb 6e3ycneluHo. Bnaa, He CABUHYBLUUCH
C MecTa, NpoBeN PyKol Mo MbialoLWer cKyne n B3rNsHYA Ha Nanbubl. Bua 6arpoBo-KpacHbIX Kanesb
B3BWU/1 B €ro Alylle 3aTyXatollee ninams apocTy ¢ HOBOW CUIION.

-2JTO KpOBb, - C yCMELWKON cka3zan Hukonsa. — Tenepb Tbl MOM 6paT-651n3Hel. Y Tebs ocTaHeTCcs wpam.

-HacTtaHeT AeHb, U S UCMOJOCY0 TBOK (U3NOHOMUIO BAOMb M MOMepeK... - npoxpunen Bnaa n ewe
6bICTpee, YeM MUHYTOW paHee, CXBaTwa CO cTona 671040 C OBOLWHBLIM pary u CUOK 3anycTua MM B
Hukons. Tapenka ocena Ha rosoBe cTpa)ka Nofgob6HO Henernown naHaMme, a XWpHas apoMaTHas Macca
obnenuna eMmy nMuo, BOJIOCbl U KOXaHbIN XWUET.

-TBOIO MaTb... - BblAaBua KOCTH, YCTaBUBLIUCL Ha OHEMEBLUEro OT 3/10CTU U yausreHusa Hukonsa. B 3a-
ne Bouapwiacb orfywuTenbHas TULIKMHA, BCe, No3abbiB O 3aBTpaKe, CO CTpaxoM M N60MNbITCTBOM,
KOTOpble OLYLWanmcb noytn dpmusnyeckn, Habnwganm 3a HebbiBanown CLEHON.

KocTsa ornsgHyncs Ha XXoseda, TOT B yXXace nokadan rosloBon.
-bexxum! — 3aopan KocTts n B TpeTuii pa3 NoTSHY/1 COKYPCHMKA 3a JIOKOTb.

Tenepb Bnaa nokopuncs, u NpuUATeNM B HEMbIC/IMMOM MpPbIXKKE BCKOUYMAM Ha 6avkanwmin cton. Cku-
[biBas MUCKU U KPYXXKU, OHU A06pannch A0 OKHa M 6YKBasibHO BbIBAIMIUCL HapyXy. [0 HUX AOHecC-
JINCb CEPAUTbIE BbIKPUKN OMOMHMBLUErocs HUKONS U MCNyraHHble BO3rnachl NJeHHUKOB.

XoTa «neteTb» 6bIN10 HEBbICOKO, Bnag ymyapunca pa3zbuTb B KpOBb KOMEHM UM UcLapanaTb NafoHu.
Bnpouem, gaHHOe 06CTOATENLCTBO BOJSIHOBASIO €ro cenyac MeHblle Bcero. Pagom cyaopoXXHO 3akalu-
nancsa Kocrs.

-bexxuMm... - npocunen oOH, 3agbiXxasACb. — NHaye He MMHOBATb CMepTW Mo nbiTkamu! Kcrtatu, 3TO u”
6b1n TBOM niaH nobera? M'eHnanbHO!

-3aTkHuUCb! — nocoseToBan Bnaga.

OHM Myanucb, He pasbupas AoporuM M NOYTU HU4Yero He BuAs nepen cobon. Fae-To c3aau pasgasa-
JINCb KPUKMU.

-Muwenb ckasana, oTcioaa He BbIbpaTbCs, - MUHYTY CMyCcTa HanoMHua KocTs.
Bnan HeoBOSIbHO OrNSAHYCA:

-Tbl, rnaBHoOe, 6eru!

-A 4TO MHe oCTaeTCsa? — OrpbI3HYJICS TOT.

MNo-BMAMMOMY, CKana, Ha KOTOpOW pacrnosaranachk UX KPenocTb, hOpMOi HanoMnHana UMANHAP C Ta-
KOI e OTHOCUTENbHO MJIOCKOM BEPLUMHOM M OTBECHbIMW CK/IOHaAMW, B 4eM 6erneubl Bckope y6eau-
JNCb.

-JeBuoHKa 6bina npaea, - npobopmoTan KocTa, pyxHYB Ha KONEHU U Npuxumas pykKy K 6elieHo Ko-
noTawemycsa cepauy.

Bnan Ha Horax yaepykasncsi, XoTsa u He 6e3 Tpyaa. Ero MyTuio oT rosnoda v BOJIHEHUS, BO pTy OLly-
Lanca NpMBKyC ropeuu.

MpUsATENM 0CTaHOBUUCH Yy Kpas 06pbiBa U, MAAA B pa3Bep3LlUyocsa nepen HUMK 31SAI0LLY0 NponacTb,
Mpa4yHoO rafiann, CKOMbKO BPEMEHU MOHAA06UTCA CTpa)aM Ha MOMUCKU.
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-YKpoeMcsl 3@ 3TUMM KaMHSAMW, - OTPbIBUCTO NMpuKasan Braa, KMBHYB B CTOPOHY BHYLIMTENbHbIX Ba-
JIYHOB.

-OTO HaM MOMOXET, Kak xe! — capkactnyeckm dbipkHyn Koctsa. MoTHbIM 1 6neaHbiit OT CcTpaxa, OH,
TEeM He MeHee, yMyApwu/ICsa YNblOHYTbCS, NyCKal U HECKOSIbKO BbIMYYEHHO.

-Moxellb CTOSATb CToN60M, - Npoueaun Bnaa ckBo3b 3ybbl. — VINu ecTb Apyrve BapuaHThbl?

-O, HeT, MO3r y Hac — 3T0 Tbl! — XuMBO BO3pa3ua Kocta. — EAUHCTBEHHAs MbIC/b, KOTOpas NpuxoauT
MHe B FOJIOBY — 3TO CMraHyTb B nponacTb!

-Bansai! - xmypo ycmexHyncs Bnag.

OHM pacnnactanmcb Ha 3eMsie 3@ CKaJlbHbIMM 06/10MKaMM M MoCTapaJuCb CINTbLCA C OTKWUAbIBAEMOW
MMWN TeHblo. Briag OCTOPOXHO BbIFSHYN M COLWYPUCS, BCMATpuBasiCb B rpomMagy 3amka. OTcroaa
0COBHSAK NpeacTaBsifiCa reoOMeTpMYecKkn NpaBuIbHOM YacTbio TOPHOW MOPOAbI.

-OHKM He crewar, - WernHya napeHb C COMHEHUEM.
KocTsa ToXe BbIFAaHY U3-3a KaMHSA, WU B384 €ro Kpyr/iblX Kapux rnas Topornjiveo obexan OoKpyry.

-3HaloT, YTo 6exaTb HeKyaa, BOT M He TOpPONATCs, - NPeAnosioXua OH C IerkuM B340XOM. — Bonpoc,
4YTO HaMm genatb? Tbl NpoAyMan crpaTternto?

-Ara, n TakTUKy 3a04HO, - nMpoBopyan Bnaa, HeAOBOJIbHLIM B NEPBYO ovepenb COBCTBEHHONW Hecaep-
)XQHHOCTbIO. Hy nouyeMy y Hero HMKoraa He XBaTaeT BblAEPXKWU COXPaHsATb XnagHokposue?! Yero oH
nobunca ceoent 6€3yMHON BbIXOAKON?

OdopMuTb MbIC/b B C/i0Ba Bnaa He ycnen — pasgancsd HesACHbIM WyM, U BbICOKO B Hebe BO3HUKIIO Tpu
yepHbIX NaTHa. KocTsa, nepeBepHYBLUUCH Ha CMWHY, BHUMATENbHO B HUX BCMOTPESCS.

-O 60oxe... - CEBLUMM FOSIOCOM MPOTHAHY/T OH. — DTO BCE TPU KpacaBLa BEPXOM Ha CKaKyHax...

-Ho oanH-TO Ha Halweln CToOpoHe, - TPEBOXHO HanoMHun Bnag, ybexaas ckopee cebs camoro. Tenepb
OH TOXe pa3rnsabiBan TpU TOYKM B HeBe. — MOXET, OH Hac 3alNTUT?

-Kak? - ¢ gocagon otknukHyncsa Koctsa. — OH Begb KoHcnmpupyeTcs!

-JlagHo, BCcTaBan, u 6exumm! — 6bICTpO ckOMaHAoBan Bnaa, nbitascb noaHATbCs. OCyLLECTBUTb 3a4y-
MaHHOE MM 6bISI0 HEe CYXXAEHO — TPW Hae3AHWKa ONyCTUANCh Ha 3eM/to ByKBasibHO B HECKOMbKMX Lia-
rax ot 6erneuos, oTpesaB UM NyTb K OTCTyrnJieHUto. Mo3agn MaHswe 3maaa nponactb, U OCTaBasocCh
nvwb nocnegosaTb coBeTy Koctn n 6pocutbcsa ¢ obpbiBa...

«lMowen oH K uyepTy, 3TOT HwMkona!» - cBupeno nopayman Bnag wn BbinpaMmunca. lleka ero no-
NMpexXHeMy ropesna OrHeM, M XOTS BO BpeMS KOPOTKON HeyAayHOM mMpobexkm OH O CBOEW TpaBMe 3a-
6b111, Tenepb Ta BHOBb Aana o cebe 3HaTb.

Bce Tpu nanava (f1agHo, ABa) HecCnewHo Nnpnbanxanucb K HUM: PobepT - co ckyyatowen MMHomn, Xo-
3ed - CcoCcpeaoTOYEHHO-YrploMbIN, Hnukona — c ocnenutenbHOW ynblbkoM Ha rybax. XXuneTt oH ycnen
CMEHUTb, @ MU0 BbIMbITb, O4HAKO Ha BOJIOCAX A0 CMX MOP OCTaBasICHA XMPHbIA OTNEYaTOK OT OBOLLHO-
ro pary. Bnag HeBOMbHO yCMExXHYy/CS.

-CKOpO Tbl pasyumillbcsa ynblbaThCsa, - C yrpo3oi noobewan HMKONSA, U HO3APU €ro TOYEeHOro Hoca
cnabo 3aapoxanu. - Ha Te6e He OCTaHeTCs HU OZIHOrO XXWBOMO MECTa... U Ha TBOEM ApYyXKe Toxe!

KocCTa IEMOHCTPATMBHO 3€BHYJ1 U MPUHAN HAapOUNTO-BabsXHYIO Mo3y, a Bnaa MbicneHHO 3aanfnoau-
poBan. Hano xe, Kakue y ero npusaTens aktepckne cnocobHocTu!

-Hy, n 6en! - ¢ danbwmnsor 6e33ab0THOCTLIO Npeanoxun Bnag, pactarneas rybol B nonbiTKe ybl6-
HyTbCS. - [aBali, nasan! MNnesaTb 9 xoTten!

«S 6y/:|,y ynb|6a'rbc;|, rnoka >XmuB!» - rMpoHecnacb OTYasgHHAs MbIC/b. OHowWwa CTapanca cnpaBuTbCA C
AblXaHNeM — BO34YyX CZIOBHO 3arycren, Ctana BA3KMM U TOPbKUM...

Hukona BbICTynua Briepen, Kpenko CKuMMmas X/bICT, Ha rybax ero BHOBb 3aurpasna ynbibka. B nuvue
PobepTa npocTynunno HeTepnenmeoe Bo36yXAeHNe, YTO-TO HEHACbITHO-a4yHOE N CTO/Ib 3BEPUHOE, UYTO
Bnag nepepepHyncsa. OH Bcerga cumtan cebsa aromctoMm 4o MO3ra KOCTEW, HO Mpu 3TOM HW pas3y B
XXM3HW He MUCMbITasl HUYEero CPoAHM 3TOMY CaAMCTCKOMY >XeNaHWK HacnaAuTbCs 4yXXol 6onbto. «He-
noap! — 6pesrnneo noayman napeHb. — XnUBOTHOe... n Hukons, n atot PobepT...»
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-Tbl 3Haelwb, 4YTO TakKoe HacnaxaeHuwe, Bnaa? - BAPYr BKpaguuMBo cnpocwun Hukons, nourpbiBas
NIeTKoW, U OT AeslaHHOM MAMKOCTM ero TOHa toHowy npobpan 03HO6, M urpatb ponb 34aKkoro Axenm-
ca boHpa cTano TpyaHee.

-3Hat, - CAaBNEHHO OTO3BaJICSd OH WU MbICNIEHHO MPOKAN cebs 3a ceBLWMA OT BOJIHEHUS TONOC. Mpo-
KalAsBLWNCb, TBEPLO U FTPOMKO MPOAOSIKUA: - DTO TO, YTO MPUHOCUT YAOBOJIbCTBUE.

-A ocobeHHoe yAoBONIbCTBUE MPUHOCUT OLLYLLEHME BACTU Haja APYrMM YENIOBEKOM, - MOYTU HEXHO
NMpPOM3HEC Masay, 1 ero 3esieHbleé Packocble rnasa CBEPKHY/N aACKUM MiaMeHeM. — VICTUHHOW BracTu.
Koraoa Moxellb No3BonnTb cebe Bce — 1 Aaxe ybuTb. MeaneHHo. Hetoponnueo. C Hacna>kgeHueM.

Ha nby Bnaga BbiCTynua negsiHoOM NOT, PYKW MENKO 3agpoXkanu. NapeHb He cMen B3rssHYTb Ha ApY-
ra, Ho 6bls1 yBepeH, 4YTO TOT TOXE eABa XMB OT CcTpaxa. YouTb MeaneHHo, HETOPOMIMBO, C Hacnaxae-
HuneM... boxe, 6oxe, B KaKOW UIbM y>XXaCcoB OHM nonanu?!

BHe3anHo Xo3ed caenan war Bnepeg M C CUAOKM CcxBaTun HUKOMS 3a pyKy, B KOTOPOM TOT CXKMMan
CBOW XJbICT.

-MpekpaTtn! — pe3ko npukasan AJMHHOBOJIOCHIM CTpaX. HUKoMSA C apocTbio 06EepHYNCsS K HeMy W
BNMACS B 6/ieqHOEe NMNLO MY>XUYMHbI HEHABUASALWMM B3r1s40M.

-Tbl C yma cowen?! — rnasa ero Cy3wanchb, a LWEKN NOKPbISIUCb HEPOBHbLIM 6arpoBbIM PYMSHLEM.
-BoBce HeT, - xonoaHo Bo3pa3un Xosed. — S BNosHe HOpManeH — B OT/IMYmne oT Tebs.
-2JTO Kak NoHMMaTb? — npowunen HMKons, BblAEPHYB PYKY U3 Uenkux nasnbues XKoseda.

Bnan pvckHyn uckoca nocMoTpeTb Ha KocTio. Ero npusatens € yxacoMm u Monbbor cneamn 3a npowuc-
XOAALWMM.

-Tbl He obnagaelb TOW BAACTbIO, O KOTOPOW pacnpoCTpaHsica cenvac, - nosicHmn XXosed ¢ Kpueomn
ycMmewkon. — Eo obnagaet Xo3aunH. M Xo39MH BOBCe He cTpeMuTcs youmuTb Bcex aTux pebsaTt. OH gaert
MM LIAHC BbDKUTb.

Hukona 9BHO efBa CAEPXUBACA OT BCMbIWKKW, HO NyCKaTb B XO4 MNETKY YyXe He crewwun. Bnag Bbl-
npAMUNICA, ornacasdCb MCNOJIHUTLCA JIOXKHbIMU HagexaamMu, U BCe-Taku My‘-lVITeJ'IbeIVI TOLIJHOTBOprIVI
CTpax no4yTn oTnycTtun ero, Aa " AblllaTb CTAHOBUJIOCb BCE J1erye.

-Hy, s n He cobupancs nx ybusaTtb, - Koe-Kak CrpaBUBLLINCL C 6eLleHCTBOM, BHOBb 3aroBopua Huko-
ns. — A noy4yuTb He MeLlaeT.

-Tbl foBejelb UX A0 OTYasHUSA CBOMMU MeToAaMu obyyeHus, a oT4YasaBLUIMECH NOAN OnacHbI!
-OnacHbI? — Npe3puTenbHO ckpuBmnca Hukonsa. — Xa! S nx npocTo 4yTo4Ky 3anyrato.

Xo3zed pazpasunca 6e3yMHbIM XOXOTOM, 1 Brnaga y>acHyn 3TOT UCTEPUYECKMN NpUNafoK CMeXa.
-Tbl nonaraewb, BOT 3TUX BOT pebAT MoxHO 3anyratb?! 9TUX?! Tbl NOMHULUbL, KTO OHWU?

Hukons nokpacHen, n gaxe PobepT Bbirnagen HEMHOro cMylleHHbIM. KocTsa 03agayvyeHHO MOKOCUACS
Ha Apyra, B ero rnasax uyurtancs Hemoln Bonpoc. Bnpoyuem, Bnagy n camomy 6b110 MHTEPECHO, C KaKmX
rMop OHW NPOC/bIIN HEYCTPALUUMbIMU FrEpPOAMU.

-MoyeM s 3Hat0, MOXET, OHN U3MEHUNUCL! — 6YpPKHYT HMKONS, HO B €ro rosoce Npockanb3biBana ner-
Kas HeyBEpPEeHHOCTb.

-N3mMeHnnuce? — ¢ nsgeskon nostopun Xosed. — Tbl Tak U NOACHULb X03AMHY? H, MOA, AyMas, OHU
W3MEHWIUCb, BOT W AOBEN UX A0 KpalHocTu! Tbl Boobpaxaellb, 4To 6yAeT, eCin OHM MO-HacCTosLWEMY
pa3o3nsaTtcs, ocobeHHo Bnag?

«A cenyac s 4TO, 3/10Cb He Mo-HacTosAweMy?» - u3ymunacsa Bnaa, npucnywmsBascb K pasrosopy. Te-
nepb NOMMMO CTpaxa OH owyuan 6eckoHeyHoe yauBIEHUE U, CyAs MO BblpaxeHuto nuua Koctu, ero
6bIBLLUMM COKYPCHWUKOM OBMaAeNn Takue xe amMoumun. Yto nogpasyMmeBatoT 3TU TUMbI?!

-OH npaB, Hukong, - BMewanca Pobept. — Tem 6onee, Mbl C CaMOro Havyana NOHUManNWU: Janeko na-
LaHbl He yberyT.

-OTNINYHO, - C TPYAOM COXPaHAsA BUAMMOCTb NeASHOro CrMoKOWCTBMSA, BblaaBun ns cebs Hukona. — B
TakoM cfiyyae, PobepT MAET Ha Kpbilly, CEroAHA OH MEPBbIM MPOBEAET 3aHATUE, A npuBeny cebs B
nopsiaok, a Thl, »Ko3ed, oTBeAM 3TUX KPETMHOB B NoA3eMesbe. S no3gHee NpoBepto, yutu!

OH pe3Ko pasBepHYJICS W NoLen Mo HamnpaBfeHWo K 3aMKy, ero nasblbl, CKMMaBlUMe KHYT, nobene-
1 OT HanpsxeHus. PobepT noxan nnevyamu:
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-JlagHo, oTBeAM uUxX B NnoA3eMesnbe, a He To HUKOMS OKOHYaTenbHO B36ecuTcs.

-MneBaTtb, - npoBopyan Xosed u rpybosato cxsBatun KocTio u Bnaga 3a nneun. — Hy, notopannum-
BaKTech!

XXX

3aroBopun Xosed TONbKO Ha secTHuue. lMNoaTankuBas NpUATENen, OH MpUHSANCA BCaea 3@ HUMMK
CMycKaTbCs B CryLlatoLLyocs TbMy rnoaBana.

-Bbl nonHble MANMOTLI! — Npowmnnesn OH CKBO3b 3Y6bl.

-Moyemy nonHble? O4yeHb Aaxe xyable! — Beceno otossasncs Kocrsa, sBHO npebbiBasi B COCTOSHUM 31~
dopumn: B KOHLE KOHLOB, rmbenb Kasanacb HeMMHyeMon. XKo3sed roMopa He ynoBuil U 60/IbHO CTyK-
HYN NapHS No 3aTblIKY.

-Momonuu yx! Bbl uamotsbl n Touka! A Tbl, Bnaa, He Mor npmayMaTb HMYEro CMewHee, KpoMe Kak 06-
nanatb Hukons mkpon?!

Bnaa, yXe u caM CTO pa3 MnoxXanesWwuit 0 CO6CTBEHHON HECAEPXKaHHOCTM, BCe-Taku yrpioMo BO3pa-
3un:

-OH ockopbnsn MeHs!
Xozed Bo3Ben rnasa K nNoTosKY.

-O 6oru! Hy mn 4yto Thbl AOKa3as CBOMM MOCTYMNKOM, yero gobmnca? Hukonss Mor 3anpocTo UcKanedunTb
Bac obounx!

-Ho Beab obownock, - 6ecneyHo 3aaBun Kocrs.

-Kak ckasaTb, - XMblkHY XKo3ed. — ITO NponCLLECTBME MOXKET CTOUTb MHE XU3HMU.
Bnag Ha mur o6epHyscs 1 OWenoM/IEHHO B3r/ISSHYJ1 Ha Hero.

-Heyxenn Hukonsa tebs ybbet?

XKo3ed ero Bonpoc nponrHopuposasn, 3a4as CBOW:

-Kak tBOSA Weka?

-A... 3aXMBET, - OTMaxHYyJICS NapeHb, MEHbLUE BCEro 3aboTUBLUMNCS ceiryac o nuue. Nyckan gaxe oc-
TaHETCH WpaM, KakK yrpoxas 3TOT HeHOopMasnbHbi! Kakasd pasHuua, ecnv Mup pylumTcs Ha rnasax?
BHOBb BCMOMHUAUCL POAUTENM, U OHOLWY 3axNeCTHYNM apocTb M 60nb. 10 KakoMy npaBy y Hero oT-
HAMIN CEMbLO, APY3€El, NPUBbLIYHbIM PAacnopsaAoK XNU3HN?!

Xosed BbIHYN CBA3KY KtOYen M, OTNMpas 3aMOK Ha ABEPU, MOSACHU:

-3TO NPOXoA K MOoABaslibHbIM MOMELLEHUSAM. 3anepT Ha BCAKWUK ciydait. [JononHuTenbHas npeaocTo-
POXHOCTb. XOTS ceyac TaM HET HUKoro. MNocneaHuin y3HUK yMep napy Helesnb Hasaa.

NMoxonoaeB OT OKaTMBLLEWN ero BOJIHbl CTpaxa, Bnaa monua ctynun B nogsemense. Bo3ayx 3aecb npo-
nUTancs MpoMO3r/ol CbIPOCTbIO M CNabbiM CnagkoBaTbIM 3anMaxOM FHMEHUS, a APOXalMi KenToBa-
TbIA CBET UCTOYAN NULLb 0AMHOKMI daken B pyke Xo3eda. Y3KMil ANMHHBLIN KOpUAOp Kasanca 6ecko-
HEYHbIM, TepssiCb B rycToM Mpake. CrnpaBa TAHy/acb BaXxHas KaMeHHasl CTeHa, C/ieBa — CKPbITble
MeTaSIM4YeCKUMU pelleTKkaMn TIOPEMHbIE KaMepbl.

Kocta noexwuncs.
-KakoB Hall CpoOK 3akflo4eHnA? — C HaurpaHHoM 604pOCTbI0 OCBEAOMMUIICS OH.
-Monarato, 3aBTpa BbINYCTAT, - Cyxo oTBeTuN XKosed, OTKpbiBas nepeyto kamepy. — Mpouy!

-Munenbko, - npobopmoTtan Kocts, ornaabiBascb. KOMHaTka 3aHMMana NpoCTPaAHCTBO METP Ha MeTp
W, €Cnn He cymTaTb uenen y ogHom u3 cteH, 6bina abcontoTHO nycTton. — BaHHa n npoyne ygobcTBa
OTCYTCTBYIOT?

Xozsed ckpusuncs:

-0O6 3TOM HY>XHO 6bIJ10 MoAyMaTh paHblue. B obueM, pebsata, MHe nopa. [la, KcTatu, npeaynpexaato:
CKOpPO BacC HaBeCcTUT HUKONA U HaBepHsKa MocTapaeTca pas3o3/nTb. Manenwas BCMbllKa C Ballewn
CTOPOHbI — U 3aK/Il0UYEHME NPoANUTCS Aofblie. 9 o6pallatocb B OCHOBHOM K Tebe, Bnaa.

-[la noHsan s, - 6ypKHY TOT, HE OTpbIBas rnas ot MNblibHOro nosia. CMOTpPeTb Ha »Ko3eda CoOBEPLUEHHO
He XOTenoch.
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Korga cTpax nokuHyn noaseMenbe, Kocta ob6epHyncsa K apyry:
-Cnywai, a Tbl, BbIXOANT, O4YeHb ornaceH B rHese! Mpamo Pambo.

Bnaa B34OXHYN M ONYyCTUACS Ha NneasiHoi non. OTBETUTb Ha LWYT/IMBOE 3aMeyvyaHue Npusitenst oH 6bin
y>Xe HE B COCTOSIHUW.

XXX

Xo3ed okazancsa npaB — 6ykBasibHO NSATb MUHYT CAYCTS B moABajl CryCTU/ICS CaMblii HEHABUCTHbLIN
Bnagy 4yenosek Ha 3emsie. OCTaHOBUBLUNCb HAMNPOTMB 3aHATOM KaMepbl, OH CKJIOHM rosioBy HAboK M
NPUTBOPHO B3AO0XHY/I.

-XXo3edy Hy HuM4Yero goBepuTb Henb3s! [laxe B Kamepe 3anepeTb HOpMasabHO He B cOoCTosiHuKU. Kyaa
3TO rogMTCs — BABOEM B OAHOM KaMOpKe W He NpuBsA3aHHbIe?

-Tbl Nnonaraewsb, 6e3 NpmBa3n Mbl c6exnm? — exmaHo ocsegomuncsa Bnag. Kocta nMxHyn ero 10OKTeM
B 6oK.

-9 nonarato, 6e3 NpmBA3N BaM TyT C/IMWKOM... - HUKONS nomeanun, SsBHO pa3sayMbiBas Hag Haubonee
3 dPeKTHbIM OKOHYaHMEM dpa3bl, MOTOM, MOYTU CMaKys, NPOAOIXMKA: - ...kompopTHO! He npaBaa nn?

-Mpasaa, - npoueann ckBo3b 3ybbl Bnajg, 3a 4TO BHOBb MOJSIyYMA MUMHOK OT Apyra, 0O4HAKO OCTaHO-
BUTbCS MPOCTO He Mor. Kaxxaoe cnoBo HWkons Bbi3biBano B Aywe napHsa 6ypto HErogoBaHUs M HeHa-
BUCTU. — BecbMa koMb opTabenbHas KamopkKa.

-Kak TBO4 Wweka? — caxapHbIM rosiocoM cnpocun Hukonsa. — bonut?
-Huckonbko, - coBpan Bnag, oTBEpHYBLWUCL. — Jlerkasa uapanuHka.

-botocb, 3Ta nerkas uapanuHkKa oCTaHeTcs C Tobok HaBcerha, - LWMPOKO YyNblGHYNCs cTpax. Bnapg
YTO-TO FNyXO MpoOBOpYan B oTBET, U HMKons ¢ yrposon aobasun: - 4 He paccnbiwan... Nostopu, 6yap
nob6p.

MokocuBLINCL Ha KocTo, Bnaa HEOXOTHO 6ypKHYN:
-Hnyero g He rosopwun.
-BoT n otnmyHeHbko! Bbixoamn, TBOSA KaMepa cnegytoLlas.

PaBHOAYLIHO Moxas nievyamu, Bnag npocnenoBan B COCEAHIO Kamepy — CO6CTBEHHO, eMy 6bl1o 6e3-
pPas3fiMyHO, B KaKol U3 KaMOpPOK MPOBECTU 3TOT [EHb.

-Caauce! — npukasan Hukons, 3amMeTms, 4To Bnag Tak n ocrtancsa ctodTb.
-He xouy! - BbI3bIBaloLle 3a9BUIT HOHOLLA.
HWKoMSA, YCMEXHYBLUNCbL, 1aCKOBO NOrnaaunsa CBOK MJETKY.

-Opy>xouek, npowy 0bpaTnuTb BHUMaHME, YTO BCE TBOM «XOUy - HE XO4y» OCTasuncb B npowsnom. Ca-
avce!

Bnaa co Bcero pasamMaxa M/IKOXHY/CS Ha KaMeHHbIM non. MNapHSa TpSCA0 OT SpOCTU M Tak UM NoAMbIBaso
BblCKa3aTb CBOW COObGpaXxeHus nmo nosoAdy npoucxogsuiero. M oH 6bl Mx Bbickaszasn, He 6yab 34echb
KocTtu!

Hukons ewe c MMWHYTY MOBO3W/CH, M BCKOpPE 3ansicTbsd U LWMKONOTKWU Bnaga cKoBbiBanu xenesHble
06pyun. BbINMpAMUBLLUNCE, CTPaX OKWUHYN CaMOAOBOJIbHbIM B3r/1S40M pe3yfibTaT COOCTBEHHbIX YCUNN
M ynblbHyncs:

-KauvectBeHHO! Tenepb ocTanocb MNOBTOPUTL 3TY Mnpoueaypy C TBOMM HefOYyMKOM-ApYroM. XoOTs Thbl
cerogHs npoaeMoHcTpupoBan cebs kyga 60nblwWKM HegoyMKOM!

Bnaz 3710 owepucsi, HO Ha Ceil pas3 yaepxancsi OT BCMbIWKK. 310CTb ero 6yKBasbHO AyliMia, U OH
MoOYTU He oLyLan TeCcHble KaHAasbl, )XaAHO BMNMBABLUIMECS B KOXY. HeHaBWUCTb M 6ELIEeHCTBO 3arny-
wanun 60nb He Xy>e HapKoTMKa.

MWHYT MATb CNYCTH, OTNYCTUB €elle HEeCKOJIbKO OCKOp6VITeJ'IbeIX wyToyek, HMkonga nokuHyn noase-
mesnbe. Korga FYHKMVI 3BYK €ero waros pacTBopuiacsa B TUWLINHe, Bnaa 3aroBopun:

-HacTynuT AeHb — 1 A Y60 3TOM0 MOHCTpA! — ero rofioc ApoXasn oT Hakana 3MOLUNA.

- 310 6YD,ET 6narnm MOCTYMNKOM, - C XapoM oTo3Banca Kocta. — Kcrtatn, 3Haelb, B HaWeM nonoxe-
HUWN eCcTb U Koe-4To Xopolueel
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- uTo Xe? — ckenTnyeckn NnouHTepecosancsa Bnag.

-HaM He HY>XHO KyBbIpKaTbCsl Ha Kpbille C MeYaMM U CKakKaTb Ha KOHE! — TOpPXXEeCTBEHHO 06bABUI CO-
6eceaHuK.

Bnag monua Bo3Ben rnasa K NoTosKy U TUXO B3JOXHYNA. Hy, 4To TyT ckaxewb? Kocta octaHeTcsa Koc-
Ten.

XXX
Bnag He 3Han, CKOMbKO YaCOB MUHYJO C TOW CeKyHAbl, Koraa HMKons NokuMHyn noaseMense, U A0 MO-
MeHTa MosiB/IeHUs ovepenHoro nocetutens. OH TO MOrpy»ascs B BAJYH MNOAyAPEMY, TO, OYHYBLUUCH,
obmeHuBancsa ¢ Kocren HMYyero He 3HavyawmMmum gpasamMu... Y HeEro packasbiBajacb rosioBa U oHemenu

CTYMHW U KUCTU PYK — NO-BMAMMOMY, Hapy4YHUKWN OblM paccuynTaHbl Ha ntogen ¢ 6onee Xpynkown KOH-
CTUTYLMEN.

Korza, HakoHel, B noaBan cnyctuncs Po6epT, Bnaa yxe nepecran 4to-nmM60 4yBCTBOBATb — MbILULbI
N 3MOUMU C/IOBHO aTpodupoBanncb. Kak, MHTEPECHO, MAEHHUKM NMPOBOAAT TyT Aonrne mecsubl? OH
6bl colen C yMa Ha TpeTbu CyTku!

PobepT oTnep ux Kamepbl U NoAan yXWH: NO KPYXKe C TyXJIOM BOAOW M KYCKY YepCTBOro KMC/10BaTOro
xneba, KoTopbIli Bnaa, naMy4yaBlMCb 3@ ABa AHS AMETbI, NPOrIoTUA, He Xys. EcTb 6bl10 TpyaHo, 3a-
flepeBeHeBLlIMe Nanblbl OTKasblBaAWCb paboTaTb, OAHAKO OCTPbIA rosoh 3acTaBuil MPUIOXUTbL BCE
OCTaBLUMECS B pe3epBe CUJlbl, YTOObI Koe-KakK yAepXmnBaTb B pyKax CKyAHOE yroleHue.

Po6epT npobbin B NoA3eMesibe COBCEM HEAOJITO U 3a 3TO BPeMs He MPOU3HeC HM eauHoro crosa. Ko-
raa OH CKpbIICA Ha NlecTHMUe, KOoCcTs XMypo CrpoCcui:

-Kak cuntaewb, Mbl U HOYeBaTb TYT Byaem?
-HasepHo, - Mpa4yHoO npoTaHyn Bnaa. - HaesepHo...

Ha aTOT pa3 TAroTmTbCs 0AMHOYECTBOM UM MPULLIOCL HEAONT0 — nosidaca CnycTs Ha NecTHUUe pasaa-
JINCb Warn, n B noasemesnbe Bowen Xosed. ColypuBLINCE, OH 3arisHYy/1 B NepByl0 kKamepy, n 6poBu
€ro rnononssaun BBepx.

-2T0 Hukonsa npukosan Bac?
-He ™Mbl xe camun, - 6ypkHyn Bnaa. XXosed yameneHHO noka4as rosioBon:

-A MHe Hu4yero He ckasasn... CTpaHHO, CTpPaHHoO... JlTadHO, Ha Mapy 4acoB, MOKa S AEXYPHbIN, MOXETEe
NOAHSATLCS Ha Kpbiwy. Ho cobnioaante TUWMHY — AN Hawero obwero 6nara.

OH CHSIN C HUX HApPY4YHWUKM U HECKOJSIbKO MUHYT TEpPNenmBoO XAan, noka MieHHUKN, KPUBSICb U KOp-
yacb, pacTupanu CTYMNHM M 3anscTbs. B kKoHUe kKoHUOB, Bnaagy yaanocb NOAHSATBCS M, ONMpasiCb O
CTEHY, BbINTU U3 KaMepbl. B 3TOT e MU U3 coceaHel KaMopku rnokasancs Kocts.

-NaTn cnocobHbI? - ocBeaoMuncs Xosed M, MONyuyMB ABa He CMLLIKOM YBEPEHHbIX KMBKa, 604po
NpoAo/IXun: - B TakoM cnydyae nownun. Ml MoOMHUTE: O4YEeHb TUXO.

- Tak gacHo, - npoBopyan Bnaa.
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I'masa 5. HNo6er

B cpaBHeHMWU C CbipbiM X0N0A4HBbIM MOA3EMESIbEM Kpbllla Nokasasnacb Bnaay nydwum mectom BoO Bce-
neHHol. Wnpoko ynblbHYBLWNCH, OH MNOTAHYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, CTapasiCb OLWYTUTb KaXAyt KOCTOYKY, U
C HacnaxaeHueM BAOXHYJT CBEXMWA BO3AYyX. 34eCb uapuia Houb — WK, B KpaHEM cllyyae, MO34HUM
BEYEep - HO, B OT/MYME OT BEYHbIX CyMepeK THOPEMHbIX Kamep, 3Ta HO4Yb Obiia BonwebHo-
MpeKpacHOMn.

-MpuBeT, pebsaTa, - pa3aasncs NPUrayLWeHHbI XEeHCKMI ronoc. — Kak camouvyBscTBue?
Tonbko Tenepb Bnag 3amMeTun TeMHy0 GuUrypky Muwenb B AasibHEM Yriy.
-CHOCHO, - OTBETW/1 OH, HaMpaB/SsCb K AeByllKe. KoCcTsa nocnenoBasn 3a HUM.

OnyctuBwucb psagoMm ¢ Muwenb, Bnag obHapyxun BO3se napaneta Tapenky C 4eM-To CcbefobHo-
apoMaTHbIM, N B354 €ro ToT4Yac BCMbIXHY/ XXUBbIM UHTEPECOM.

-Mo 6yTepbpoay C CbIpOM M KOT/EeTe KaxzaoMmy, - XMypo nosicHun Xosed. OAMHHOBOMOCHIA OGprOHET
OCTanCs CTOSATb, CKPECTUB PYKM Ha rpyan M HefoBOJSIbHO B3Mpas Ha MJEHHUKOB. — bonblie npuHecTu
He Mor, BO3HUKAM 6bl NOAO3PEHMS...

-0, Aa Tbl BoNwWwebHUK! — BOCKIMKHYN KocTa 1, B3SIB C Tapenku 6yTep6poa, OTKyCUn efBa N He Mno-
NTOBUHY.

-Cnacnbo orpoMHoe, 3To BecbMa KcTaTu! — C npu3HaTeNnbHOCTbio Ao06aBuN Bnaa u NOTAHYNCS K KOT-
NneTe, oAHaKo Muuenb TOBKO NepexBaTuiia ero pyky.

-[MoToM cbewb. X044y OCMOTPETHL TBOKO LLEKY.
-Korga notom?! — pasbspwunca Bnag. — Notom no3aHo 6yaet!
-MoTepnuwe! — oTpesana AeBylwKa. — MM Xo4delb CO LWPaMOM LWEeronsaTb?

-A Tbl NIACTUYECKNIN XUPYPr, HALO0 NOHUMaTbL? — dbIpKHYN Bnaa, nokopuswncb HensbexHocTn. Crno-
pUTb C XeHWunHaMn, B6MBWIMMK cebe B roioBy KaKyk-TO MAEK, 3aHATME HEPBHOE - 3TO MpPaBuIO OH
yCBOW AABHO, U celnvac, CMUPUBLLNCL, CEPAUTO NOXMPasna OAHUM NULLb B3MIS40M anneTUTHY KoTne-

Ty.
[leByluKa KOCHyacb ero WeKn KOHYMKaMun nanbLes.

-OT1 Tebsa kak 6yaTo TOKOM 6beT, - yaAnBAEHHO coobLW M napeHsb.
Muwenb pasgpaxeHHO KayHysia rosloBon:

-Monun n He mewan!

MbITassCb UTHOPUPOBATb EXUAHOE BbipaxeHne Ha KoCcTMHOM nuue, Bnaa Tepnen okono MUHYThI, Koraa
[IEBYLLUKA, HAaKOHEL,, OTHAMA PYKY OT €ro LeKKU, BbinpsaMuiack u ciabo ynbibHynach:

-MoxeWwb y>XXWHaTb.

-BoT cnacmbo! - asBuTenbHo nobnarogapun Bnaa, cxBaTUN BOXAENEHHYK KOTNETYy, CTaBLYylo 3a
BpeMsl 0XuaaHus elwe 6onee XenaHHOW, U MPUHSNICS TOPOMIMBO €CTb, YTONSS XaAHblA ronog wm
NpakTUYEeCKN He ollyllasi BKyca.

-A 4yTo Tbl genana? - nonawbonbiTcTBoBan Koctsa. OH ycnen pacnpaBuTbCa CO CBOEM nopuuen, a no-
TOMY B3upan Ha mup 6naroayLlwHo n Mmmpontobmso. — Maccax nmua?

-Hy, MOXHO CKasaTb, 3HepreTM4yecKMn Maccax, - XMblKHy/1la OHa, OTKyCbiBas OT ceBoero 6yTtepbpoaa.
Bnag BbiTep XupHble rybbl 0 3ansacTbe.
-JHepreTM4YeckMn? — ¢ HECKPbIBAEMbIM CKENTULMU3MOM YTOYHWUA OH. — Hy-HY...
-A 4TO? — C BbI30BOM Crpocuna, colwypuslncb, Muwens. — He Bepuwwb?
tOHOWwa noxan nneyamu, NpMHMMasch 3a 6yTepbpoa.
-BoT yX He 3Hato, yeMy BepuTb! CTONLKO BCEro nponcxoaut!
Muwenb nomopLlniach, 1 Xosed nocnewns nepeBecTy pasroBop B Apyroe pycno:
-Jlyywe ckaxuTe, pebsaTkKn, C KaKon pagoCTu Bbl YCTPOUAIU CEroAHS 3Ty KOMeAMUI0.
-CHoBa 380poB0o! — TeaTpasnbHO npoctoHan Koctd, a Bnaa cepanTo nokpacHes:
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-Komeauto?! Heyxenu Tbl HE NOHMMaelWb...

-A BCce noHuMaw! — npepsan ero ToT, NOAHSB PacKpbITY0 NaAoHb. — HO Bbl AOMXHbI HAYy4YNUTbCS Bna-
neTtb cobon...

-Ax, Bnagetb coboi! — B36eLIEHHO NPOLIMNEN NapeHb U, He B cunax 60poTbCs C KNOKOUYLMM B Aylle
rHEBOM, BCKOYMJI Ha HoOru. Elle HEMHOrO — M APOCTb MPOPBETCA HApYXY, CMMHAs 4Yax/ible 3ac/loHbl
camoob6naaaHus, U Toraa HUKTO, BKOYass HUKONS C ero CaauCTCKUMKU CKIIOHHOCTSIMM, HE OCTaHOBUT
CMepTesNbHY0 NaBUHY HEHABUCTW... Bnaay 6b110 noyuTn 6e3pasnndHo, ycnblwaT nv ero. MNyckan cibl-
waT! Nyckan nogHMMyTCca ctoaa... [yckal nbiTaloT — a OH B6yAeT CMeATbCA UM B JINLO, CMEATbCSA [0
nocnefiHen ceKkyHAabl, AaXke ecnv NpUaeTCs UCTeYb KPOBbio!

-HemeaneHHo csab u ycnokoncs! — npukasan Xosed.

OaHako Bnaa nponycTun ero ciosa MMMO yLIeW - BNPOYEM, FOBOPWUST OH MO-TMpPEXHeMy Brosrosoca,
XOTSl Ha 3TO M yXOAWIN KOMOCCaNbHbIE YCUMUS.

-Tbl Tpyc! Tbl TpsiCEWbCS 3@ CBOK HUKYEMHYIO XM3Hb M MO3BOJISEWb MyYNUTb HU B YEM HE MOBUHHbIX
nogen! nn cam Toxe NpuHMUMaewWwb yyactme B 3Tux 3abaBax? Beceno, HaBepHO? Kakasi-To BOMHa, He
MOHSATHO C KeM M 3a4eM... Bbl Hac cnpocuan, XoTUM S Mbl Y4acTBOBaTb B HEWN, 3TOM BalLeil BOMHE? 3a
KakMM 4epTOM OHa HaM caanacb?! TpaBMTe HAC 3eNeHO Mep30CTblo, @ CaMM HacnaxaaeTecb AenKa-
Tecamu!

OH yMOSIK, XpuUnao Abllwa M NbiTassiCb yCNokonTbcs. CnoBapHbIA 3anac UCCSK, HO XenaHue ybutb Ko-
ro-Hnbyab Tak U He ucyesno. Bnaa cmoTpen Ha nobnegHeswero XXoseda n Kycan rybol, yaepxusa-
SiCb OT BOSi. BOT 6bl MMETb NOA PYKOW CTAapWHHbIA CEPBM3, KaKMM HacnaxaeHumem 6bino 6bl pa3zbuTtb
xXpynkue dapdopoBble vaweyku u 6ntogua, a nocne ewe u NoTonTaTbCs MO NepennsarLmMMcs Oc-
Kosikam!

Jnuo Xo3zeda Hanparnocb, Ha N6y BbICTyNuAa UcnapuHa. M Bce-Taku CcTpa)k Monyarn.

3aTo 3aroBopuia Muwens. Moackouns K Brnagy, oHa 3aTpscia nepes ero JIMLOM CKaTbiMM Kynayka-
MW,

-Kak Tbl cMeewb?! — rHEBHO npowlenTasia OHa. — Tbl XOTb NpeAcTaBfsielb, Kak OH PUCKYeT, noMoras
Ham?!

-Cnacmbo 3a nogaepxky, Muwenb, pogHas. 1 cam Mory 3a cebs nMocTosaATb, - 3aroBOpPW/, HaKOHeL,
Xozsed v nepesen B3rnag Ha Bnaaga. N'ybel ero nckpmsuna npoHnyHasa nonyynoibka. — Ntak, otTBeyvato
Ha TBOM MpeTeH3un no nopsaky. N npocbba He nepebuBaTtb. [a, 9 TPACYCb 3@ CBO XW3Hb, MOTOMY
yTO AN MeHs, PobepTa M Hukonsa cMepTb AENCTBUTENbHO OKOHYaTenbHa. Ho, cornacucb, a9 yMmetro
CNpaBfsATbCSA CO CBOMMWU CTpaxaMm xoTsa 6bl oTyactu. U, pasymeeTtcs, cenyac (nogyepkuBar — cemn-
yac!) He NpMHMMalo y4yacTus B CaaMCTCKUX pasBnedyeHnsax Hukons. YTo e KacaeTcs BOWHbI... Kak Hu
CTpaHHO, Bbl BCE KOrga-To COracuincb Ha JaHHYH0 3aTel — BCeX Bac crpalivBanu.

-bpen! - Boinanun Bnaa. — Hu g, HM KocTa He MOrnn Ha Takoe cornacmtbcs!
-TOYHO, - KMBHY NpuTMXWwmnin Kocrs.
-TeM He MeHee... BnpoueM, geno Bawe. MoxeTe He BepUTb. YTO 3TO MeHseT?

Brnag noTpsic rofoBon, CNOBHO MoAO6HOE ABUXXEHME MOMN0 MPUBECTU MbIC/IM B NMOPSAOK. ApoCTb Mno-
HEMHOry yTuXarna, CMEHSISICb pacTepPSIHHOCTbIO.

-A noyemy 6bl He ycTpouTb BYHT? — Beceno npeasnoxun Kocrs.

Xozed c ropeubto paccMmessica:

-EcTb KOe-kTO nocTpawHee PobepTta n Hukonsa, pebata.

-Heyxenn? — BckuHyn 6posun Bnaa, HeQoBEPUMBO MPULLYPUBLLNCE.- N KTO e 3TOT Koe-KTo?

-Xo3sauH. W, npowy, He 3agaBalite 0 HEM BOMNPOCOB. J1lo6bon 6yHT OH B MOMEHT OCTaHOBUT. EMy He-
MHOIrMe MOryT NMPOTUBOCTOATD.

-A Tbl MOXewWwb? — pobko ocBegoMumnace Muwens.

-4? - nedvanbHO MoBTOpUN XKo3ed. - XoTenocb 6bl BbIMMSAETbL FEpOEM B TBOMX rfla3ax... Ckas3aTb —
MOJ, Aa, S MOry NPOTUBOCTOSATL eMy. HO Ha caMoM gene s - ero pab. Tak xe, kak Hukonsa n PobepT.

Muwenb HeC/bIWHOW TEHbIO CKOJ1Ib3HY/1a K HEMY,; BCTaB Ha LUbINOYKM, TAaCKOBO MpoBesla KOHYNKaMun
nanbUueB MO €ro WeKe N HEXHO WernHyna.
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-Tbl TeM Bbonee repoi, pas NnoMoraewb HaM, He CMOTPS HM Ha 4TO.

BbipaxkeHune nuua >Koseda caenanocb HEMNPUBbLIYHO-YMUSIbHbIM. KOCTS, HE CAEPXXABLUWUCh, NPbICHY, U
MuLwenb NoCnewHo 0TCKoYMaa oT AIMHHOBOIOCOro 6ptoHEeTa M BHOBb YCTPOWACh Ha XOJIOAHbIX MJN-
Tax. Bnaa e BHe3anHo MUCnbITan pasapa)xeHue.

-U Bce-Taku, Xosed, NoliMM, Mbl HE MOXEM OCTaBUTb BCE KakK ecTb! HaM Hy»HO BbipBaTbCcs oTCloaa!
Xo3ed MrHoBeHMe 3a4yMUNBO CMOTPEN Ha Hero.

-A Tbl OoTAaellb cebe OTUET, YTO HAXOAMLLLCA HE B TOM MUPE, K KOTOPOMY MPUBbIK?

Bnaa nepernsHyncs c KocTel, B rnasax Apyra MesbKHY0 TOPXXECTBO.

-Myckan! - ynpsaAMo MOTHyn rosioBon Bnag. - Jliobas ceobopa nydwe camoro kKomdgoptabenbHoro
pabcTtBa. Tem 6onee yTo Hawe pabcTBO elle M HekoMdopTabenbHoe.

-4YT0 X... NpM3Hato... - noMosi4aB, NpoTsaHyn Xo3ed. — JlagHo. Torga BTOpPOW BOMpPOC: 3HAETE /iU Bhl,
4YTO TaM, 3a nNpegenaMmm 3amka, Toxe HebesonacHo?

-JoragbiBaemcs, - 6ypkHyn Bnag.
-XopoLo... 1 nogymato.

-A Tbl He NOMAeWb C HaMn? — crnpocuna Muwenbs, NpUCTanbHO BrasAbiBaschb B XKo3eda. ToT Kasancs
YOAVBNEHHbIM:

-A? 4 Beab pab. A He Mory 6exaTb. X035MH MeHS YObeT AaXke Ha PpacCTOSHUMN.

Bo B3rnaae Muwenb BCMbIXHY yXac, U Aaxe Bnaagy caenanock He no cebe.

-A ecnun aToT X038MH AOorafaeTcs, KTO HaM NOMOr? — XpUMsbIM OT BOJSIHEHUS FO/I0COM CMPOCUST OH.
Xozsed HeBeceno ycMexHyncs:

-CoMHeBatoCb, YTO OH obpaayeTcs.

Bnag Habpan B nerkue nobosnblue BO3AyXa W BbiManua Ha OAHOM AbIXaHUW:

-MpocTn MeHs 3a MOM cnoBa. S... 9 6bln HenpaB, HaBEpPHOe.

-MycTaKkn, - cyxo otossasica XKosed. — MTak, Bac TpOUX HYXXHO Kak-HMbyab OTCOAa BbI3BONUTD...

-[lBOUX, - pelwmnTenbHO 3asasuia Muwens u, norMas HeaOoyMeHHble B3rndabl cobeceHNKOB, X0N0AHO
nosicHuna: - {4 ocratocs.

-Mouemy? - Haxmypuncsa Xozed.
-MoTOMYy 4UTO OCTaelbCs Thl, - MPOCTO OTBETMAA AEBYLUKA.
XXX

OcTaToK HOUYM NpOoLLEN Y>XacCHO.

B kamepe 13psAHO NOX0s04as510, U ABCTBEHHEE MPOCTYNUIM THUIOCTHbIE 3anaxu, COBHO pelunBLlime-
CS Mo NOKpPOBOM TEMHOTbI NMposiBUTL cebsa B MOSHON Mepe. Bnaa npuBbIK 3UMbl HAMNposieT WeronsTb
6e3 wanku, NpMBbIK CNaTb C OTKPbITbIM OKHOM MpU MUHYC ABaALaTW Ha yauue, NpuBbIK NMUTb feas-
Hble HanuWTKM B MOPO3Hble AHW... [a, Aa, BCe 3TO TakK, W OH AaXe HEMHOro ropawnncs cobCTBeHHOM
CTOMKOCTbIO K XOSI04Y, HO pa3Be cpaBHULb «-30» 3a OKHOM, KOr4a YyKpbIT Ten/sblM O4ess oM, C Mpo-
MO3rfnor aTtMocdepoli TIopbMbl? Pa3ee MOXHO COMOCTaBUTb KOKa-KOMYy M3 MOPO3USIbHUKA WU Cbipble
CTeHbl noA3eMesnba?

BpeMeHaMu napeHb NOrpyXasnacs B KPpaTKOBPEMEHHbI MOBEPXHOCTHbIN COH, 06bIYHO 3aBepLuaBLUMICA
KOLIMapoOM, M Mpocbinancs ot cobCcTBeHHOro kpuka. Mepuoabl 604pCTBOBAHUA COMPOBOXAANNCH O-
noBHOM 60MblO0 N TOWHOTON, Bnaga MyTnno, a B ywax pasgaBancs CMyTHbIli 3BOH. Bao6aBok, 4o Hero
OOHOCK/ICS KaKOW-TO HESICHbINM LWOPOX, HABOAMBLUMI Ha MbIC/Ib O KpbiCaX. KOHEYHO, MyX4YMHE He Npu-
ctano 60ATbCs BCAKMX TaM MbIllen, HO OH UX U He HowuTcs, BoBce HeT! [PoOCTO NPOTUBHO AyMaTb,
6yaTo rae-to no6m3ocTy nonsarT (MM YTO OHM AenatoT?!) BCsKMe TBapw.

«3JTO He MOoXeT 6bITb peanbHOCTbO, TeM 6ofiee — NPOUCXOAUTL CO MHOW!» - TBepawun Bnapa, 6nyxaas
Ha rpaHu cHa un gBu. Hy kak nogobHas HebbiBanblUMHA MOrfaa MPUKIOYUTBCS C YENOBEKOM, TBEPAO
cunTarwmM ceba ganeknum oT pasHoro poaa uvypec?!

A 3TO Henenoe 3adBrieHUe, 6y,D,T0 OH CcOornacuncd Ha ydactuve B Kakoln-To Tam BoMHe! [la oH 1 nog
T’MMNHO30M HE CcoTBOpUnN 6bl 3p4aKoM rnynoctu!
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N nouemy Xo3zed Hazan ceba pabom? Passe celyac octanmcb pabbi?

«Cenyac? - MbIC/IEHHO YCMexHyncs Bnaa, ¢ ropedbto BCMOMMHAs OKPECTHOCTU 3aMKka. — A Korga 3To
— cenvyac? Pa3Be 9 3Hat0?»

Bonpocbl, o4HM BOMPOCHI U 3arajku...

Bnag cHoBa 3agpeman, NPUCIOHMBLUNCD K XONOAHOM BNa)KHOW cTteHe. W3 cocegHel KaMepbl pasgaBa-
nocb noxpanbeiBaHne KocTu.

XXX
YTpom ux pasbyann Xosed.
-Y>Ke nopa? — 3eBasd, COHHO ocBegoMuncsa Koctsa. — S He Bbicnancs!
Bnag rpoMko dbIpKHYN:
-Xa! 210 4TO0, COH 6bIN?
OH no3sonun Xosedy CHATb KaHAa bl U MPUHSANCSA SPOCTHO pacTUpaTh 3ansCTbs U LLMKOSTOTKMU.

-Bo3bMK, - AIMHHOBOMOCHIMA CTPa)X MNPOTAHY/ST €My KaKOM-TO CBEPTOK M TyT Xe MmosicHun: - Ceexas
oaexna. Kak tBoe nuuo?

-CHOCHO, - NpoBOpYan NapeHb, CTArMBas rPA3HYO U Koe-rAe MOopBaHHY TYHMKY. — Kyaa nydwe, yem
BYepa.

-JlagHo, pebsiTa, noToponuTechb, MMHYT Yepes MaTb HMKOAS HaUHET 3UTbCS.
-Ara, a ceityac oH no6p n nackos, - noaxsatun KocTs, KpMBO YNbIGHYBLUKCD.
XXX

MNMepecTynne nopor cTofioBol, Bnaa obpatmn BHMMaHMeE, YTO B3rNsa4bl BCEX MPUCYTCTBYHOWMX obpa-
WweHbl B Ux ¢ KocTtel ctopoHy. OH HacMelwnmBo ocknabuncs, nsobpaxas ynbibky, n noMmaxan pykon B
3HaK NPUBETCTBUS, BbI3BaB TEM CaMblM CAABJSIEHHbIE CMELIKN Y3HUKOB U TUXWUIA CTOH ClefoBaBLUero 3a
toHowamm XKoseda. KoCcTa ¢ roTOBHOCTbIO MOBTOPWUA AEP3KUIM XKeCT npuatensd. Bnpoyem, npoHuU4YHas
ynblbka Bnaga cMeHunacb rpMMacon OTBpaLleHWUsi, CTOMO MapHIO 3aMeTUTb 3e/IeHYI0 Maccy Ha Ta-
penkax.

-Y HUX pOCKOWHbLIN Bbi6Op 6ato4, - BOoCXuTMACa KocTs, MOXHYBLUMCL Ha TabypeT. — lMoBap npocTo
ac!

PasHocuBllas 3aBTpak Hactacu pe3ko o6epHynaCb, 1M L0 ee Nowno KpaCHbIMMN MATHaAMU.

-Monarato, y 6egHsrM u Bbibopa-To HET, - BCTynuaacb Muwenb, B3rfsiHYB Ha XEHLWMWHY C Jornel Tpe-
BOrM U xanoctn. — COMHeBalCb, YTO 3TO Npeaen ee BO3MOXHOCTEN.

-Mpenen ee BO3MOXHOCTEN Mbl BUAEAN BYepa Ha CTOMIAaX HalMX CTOPOXEBbIX MCOB, - COr/lacuics
Bnag v, ornaaeslwncsb, BonpocutenosHo gobasun: - A AHgpeac, s risxy, 3anasgbliBaer?...

Muwenb noMpaydHena.
-Bbl He 3HaeTe... g 3abbina ckasaTtb... ero Byepa yBesnu. lNocne yxuHa.

-Kyna? — ot yauBneHuns KocTa nonepxHysics roOpbKMM HacTOEM, 3aMEHSBLUMM HOpManbHbIn Yyan. — Ha
3Ty AypPaLKylo BONHY?

-IMeHHO, - noaTBEpAU Yel-To ronoc. Bnag HexoTs obepHyncs: psaaoMm € nx ctosiom crosisi, 6enosy6o
ybl6asicb, MapeHeK C BHELHOCTbIO LblraHa. - MOXHO cecTb C BaMn?

-Bansaii! - paBHoAyWHO no3sonua Bnag.

LibiraH ynblbHynCca ewe wupe un ycTtpounacs psgom ¢ Muwenb. CpegHero pocrta, Kpenko cbuTbin, C
MYCKYIUCTbIMU PYKaMM U KOMHOW IMyCTbIX UCCUHSA-YEepHbIX Kyapen, oH 6bln oveHb xopow cobol — no-
»Xanyn, kpacmeee Bnaga v yx 1em 6onee KoCcTn, HMKOr4a He OT/IMYaBLUErocs npuBeKaTeNbHOCTbIO.
Bnag oTMeTun AaHHbIM haKT C HEMOHATHBIM €My CaMOMYy pa3gpaXeHneM.

-MeHs 30ByT Hasap, - NpeacTaBuUiCa MX HOBbI cocel CBOWM HU3KWUM, UCTUHHO MY>CKUM FOSIOCOM,
KoTOpbIi (Bnaa 6bi1 yBepeH!) HpaBUICA BCEM XEHLLMHAM BHE 3aBMCMMOCTU OT BO3pacTa.

Mpuatenn AoBOSILHO BANO Ha3BasM COBCTBEHHblE MMeHa, oAHako Hasapa HWCKOIbKO He CMyTW/1 nNpo-
XNagHbIN NpuemM.
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«HaBepHOe, NMpuBbIK, YTO MYXCKas 4acTb HacCesleHuUs C NnepBblX MIHOBEHUN HegonbnmBaeT ero», -
cepanTo pasmbliwnan Bnaa, KoBbIpsaAch B cBoen nopuunn.

-[JaBHO Tbl 34ECb XMBELWb? — MbITAsACb AEPXATbCS MO BO3MOXHOCTU APYXentobHO, CNpoCua OH BCIYX.
LibiraH no>kan WuUpoKnMMn naeyvyamu, € sBHbIM yAOBOSIbCTBMEM MOIOWANA 3efleHble CTPYUKU:

-TpyaHo ckasaTb. KaneHaaps-To HeT, BepHO? [JaBHEHbKO. KaxeTcs, BeYHOoCTb. KcTaTu, xouy Bbipa-
3UTb CBOE BOCXMLIEHWE, - Ha3ap NoAHAN KpyXKy, 6yATO NpoBo3riawan TocT. — 3To 6bl710 KPyTO.

My6bl KOocTu pacnnbiinck B ynbibke, 1 aaxe Bnaa Hawen B cebe cuibl CHUCXOAUTENBHO KUBHYTh.
-Thl UMe€eLb B BUAY UX UAUOTCKYIO BbIXOAKY? — HEAOBO/LHO YTOUHMMAE MuUluens.

Hasap HenoHMMaloLe yCTaBUIICA Ha Hee.

-NANOTCKY0? — B3BO/IHOBAHHO MOBTOPWS OH. — [a 3T0 6bIJ10 OYEHb cMeno!

-CMenocTb He Bceraa AOCTOMHCTBO, - NapupoBasia AeByLIKa, C TaKoW ApOCTblO OpyAys BUIIKON, 6yATO
Zlepxkana B pyKax Lwnary, a He CToM0BbIli NpM6op, M pacnpasisiacb He C HEBUHHbIMW CTPy4YKaMu, a C
NaBHULLHUM BparoM. — Mopo My>X4YMHbI NPOCTO AeTu!

-A XeHLUMHbl BCerga XeHLWHbl, - BECeno paccmesncs ee cobecegHuK. — Baly NOrmky He MOHATb.
OHa kakasi-To KpMBasi, YeCTHOe C/I0BO. YeM fonblie XUBY, TeM 60/blue B 3TOM ybexaatoch.

-OX, MOXHO noaymaTb, Tebe neT NATbAECAT, - FPOMOrNacHO @bipKHyna Muwenb, NOAHAB MblAKOLWNI
OT FHeBa B3rNa4. — ToXe MHe, ONbITHbIM OTbiCcKancs!

Opy3bs cnegunn 3a nx nepenanko C HEKOTOPOWM pacTeEPSIHHOCTbKO, HE CMesi BMeLllaTbCsl U BbI3BaTb
TEM caMbIM OroHb Ha cebsi. Korga B cnope HacTynuna HaTsHyTas naysa, KocTa puckHyn 3aroBopuTh.

-A 9 BOT OMbITHbIN, - HEPBHO XUXMKHYN OH. — Y MeHs 6bl/10 CTONbKO AeByLuek!...

Mulenb He[OoBEPUMBO MOKOCUAACh Ha Hero, a Bnaay, 4Ttobbl yaepxaTbCs 0T X0X0Ta, MNPULLISIOCh Npo-
ABUTb HaCTOSILLMIA repon3M 1 TpMXKAbl HANOMHUTbL cebe, UYTO Takoe Myxckasa Apyxba.

-Oa, Aa, - cepbe3Ho npoaomkan KocTts, nornowas cTpydku. — MHe Bellb Ha CaMOM Jiefie COPOK MSATb.
B MoeM Mupe Bce BbIrMSAST MOJIOAO.

-B KakoM elle TBOEM MUpE? — HE MOHAN UbiraH n obepHyncsa kK Bnagy. — A Tebe ckonbko?
-LLlecTbaecaT, - Mpa4yHO OTBETMA TOT U OTOABUHYT MUCKY.

BHOBb MOBUCNO MON4YaHue. Hasap, CKENTUYECKM XMbIKHYB, MPOAO/XMA Tpanesy, a Bnaa, ykpaakon
rnorpo3uB Kocrte KynakoM, 3acTaBun cebst cbeCTb YepCTBbin 6€3BKYCHbIN XN1eb 1 3annTb ero ropbkuM
0TBapoM. K CTpy4ykaM e He MPUTPOHYJICA CKOpee U3 ropAoCTu, 3TO MPeBpaTUIOCh MpPakKTUYECKu B
[eno Yectu (nyckal B TOW, MPOLUJIOHA XWN3HU, MapeHb O YECTU He MMes HM Manelero npeacrasrne-
HMS). OH 3Ty 3eN1eHb eCTb He CTaHEeT HM 3a 4To!

-donro Tbl Ha xnebe N Boae He NMPOTAHELb, - MOC/bIWANCA exnaHbli ronoc Hukons.
-Tebe-To UTO? — eaBa CiblWHO NpobopMoTan Bnaa, n He noaymaB 06epHyTbCS.
-MposBnsato 3aboTy.

-BoT cnacubo!

Hukons obowen cTon u 0CTaHOBWMIICS HanpoTUB.

-Kak noxuBaeT MOS uUapanuHka? - Me[oBblM TOHOM MOUHTepecoBanca OH. Ero 3eneHble packocble
rna3sa B 3TOT MU HANMOMWHaIN KOoLWla4ybW.

-Kakas ewe uapanuHka? - Bnag no-sonybu owepuncs. — Ax, 3Ta... - OH HEBPEXHO KOCHYJICS npaBow
LWeKW U MaxHyn pykon. — Fynoctu, g y>xe v 3abbisi 0 Hel!

-Hy-Hy. CMenbili nauaH. XoTs... Tak U AOJIXKHO bbIThb.

-JTO KOMMAMMEHT? — 3710 ocBegomMuncs Bnaa. Hukons ycMexHyncs v, oTBeCMB M3aeBaTeslbCKUMA Mo-
KJ/IOH, OTOLWeN B CTOPOHY. NapeHb NnpoBoana ero 6elweHbiM B3rns40M. — Ewe HEMHOIoO — 1 4 3anyLly B
HEero He Tapesikoi, a YeM-TO MOKpYyUe...

-Tbl YTO, NepecTaHb, OH BeAb crneuunanbHo! — ucnyranacb Muwenb, AOTPOHYBLUUCL 4O €ro JaAoHW.
MapeHb B34APOrHy/l OT NMPUKOCHOBEHWS €€ MafblLeB N Pe3Ko OTAEpHYN pyKy. He xBaTano, 4ytobbl Xo-
3ed npupeBHoBan! Ha Hero Bcs Hagexaa... NycTb YTo-HMbyab npuaymaet!
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«Mpuaymai 4To-HNbYab, MOJO» - MbIC/IEHHO 06paTuncs Bnaa K ANIMHHOBOJIOCOMY CTPaXxy.
XXX

BpeMs [0 y>XMHa TAHYN0Cb HEBbIHOCMMO MeAJIEHHO.

OT NOCTOSAHHOrO HegoeAaHUa U AONTMX 4YacoB, MPOBEAEHHbIX B CbIpOM noasane, Bnaa owywan o3Ho6
M rofioBoKpyxeHune. Ha 3aHaTtuax y Xoseda oH no3sonun cebe paccnabutbcsi, ogHako nNpu nosiere-
HUn PobepTa npuwiock cobpaTb OCTaTKU CUII.

-5l TOYHO pPYXHY C NlowWaamn, - NPOLEean/ IoHOLWa CKBO3b 3Y6bl.

KocTsa, BbIrnsaeBWwWUiA HAYYTb He Jfydlle Apyra, AaXe He MonbITasicsd MPUBbIYHO MOWYTUTb U MPOCTO
MOJTYa KUBHYIJI.

Bnap cymen yaepxaTbCs B ceane 6narogaps 4ydy WMAM HEBEAOMOMY aHreny-xpaHutento. OH 6bin
YBEPEH, YTO HE BbIAEPXUT HAMNPSXXEHUSA MOCNEeAHNX AHEN, YTO ero BbIHOC/IMBOCTb AAcCT c60M B caMbiit
HEeNnoAXoAsWMN MOMEHT, a TaXenas NoCTynb KOHS AOBEPLIMT HayaToe, M OH B Jiy4lleM cny4ae npe-
BPaTUTCS B Kaneky. BnpoyeM, KakK 3HaTb, KaKol MCXOA NPU AAaHHbIX 06CTOATENbCTBAX MOXHO CYMTATb
KNYYWNM»?

«0 yeM Tbl gyMaewb?! — MbICIEHHO MPUKPUKHY Ha cebsi caMoro rnMapeHb, CXuMasi KoneHsiMn 6oka
JIOLWAAN N KaXKayl CEKYHAY OXWaas COKPYLIMTENbHOrO nageHus BHu3. — Cobepucb!»

MonyuuB paspellieHve, Bnag cnewmnncs 1, Ha TPACYLMXCA Horax Ao6paBlIMCh A0 NaparneTa, MeWwKoM
PYXHYJT HA KaMeHHble NAnTbl. Horn 6yKBasibHO MOAKOCUIUCH, HE CMpPaBMBLUUCL C MPUBbLIYHLIM BECOM
Tena.

N Bce-Taku CBOero rnuka ycranocTb AOCTUIIa BO BTODOM rnosioBuHe AHS, AasB HWMKOMA BO3MOXHOCTb
nyCTnUTb B XO0A4 NNETKY.

- npegynpexaan — Ha xJiebe He NpoTsSHELWb, - S40BUTO 06pPOHM CTpax, MHYB HOCKOM canora Bnaga
B nievyo. — doxnatuHal

-He npukacaincsa Ko MHe, Mpa3sb! — npopblyan TOT, He y3HaB COOCTBEHHbIN ronoc. TSAXeno 3akalnss-
WKMCb, NapeHb CKOCW/T B3rns4 Ha MJjedyo — Ha 3aropenion koxe 6arposen cBexui pybeu. B rnasax
Bnaga cBepkHyn Hepobpbii OroHb, HOHOLWA MNpOKycuna ryby, caepxuBasi BOM, M OWYTUN A3bIKOM Ka-
nenbKn KpoBMU.

EMy 6b1510 nneBaTbh Ha BHELWHOCTb. [Mo4TK naeBaThb.
OH Mor npoxuntb 6e3 koMmpopTa — Nyckam 3TO N BbIBOAMNO €ro n3 cebsi, HO OH Mor.

OOHaKO HEM3BECTHOCTb... CTPax OKasaTbCA CyMaclleAllnM... HEMOHUMAHUE, pPacTepsAHHOCTb... MOCTO-
AHHbIN rONOA... Y KaXAoro YenoBeka ecTb npeaen TepneHus!

-Ecnn 6b1 9 Mor yo6utb Teba - 9 6bl youn He pasaymbiBas, - npoxpunen Bnaa, nogHumas HanuTble
HEHaBUCTbIO asa. Bo pTy BCe elle 4yBCTBOBAasaCA COSIOHOBATbIA MPUBKYC KPOBW, TeS0 CAENanochb
HEMOCNYLWHbIM, BaTHbIM, YYXWM... — W ybbto 06a3aTenbHO. KnsHyCb.

-3aTKHUCb... - UcnyraHHo npowenTan Koctd. Ero 6una menkas ApoXb, a OT 030pHOM YblbKM He oc-
Tanocb v cnepa.

Bnag nponycrtun cnoea npuatena MMMo YUJeVI, BMNMBLUMCb B3rN1sa40M B HacMewnmeoe nuuyo Hukons.

-Tbl, NpaBaa, xoTen 6bl 3TOr0? — MeASIeHHO NPOTSAHY/ CTpa)k, CBEPXY BHU3 paccMaTpuBas cobeceaHu-
Ka.

-Monuun! - BamMonuncsa Kocta n caenan nonbiTKy OTOABUHYTbCS B CTOPOHY.

-KTo nsypoaosan 1e65? — BblAOXHYN Bnaa Bce TeMm Xe CeBLMM rosiocoM. — U noyemy oH He ybun, a
TOJIbKO U3ypoaosan?

MrHoBeHne Hukons cioBHO 6bl ¢ NO6ONBITCTBOM n3ydan ero, NnoToM JaNLO MYXYUNHblI NCKaA3WI0OCb OT
3J10CTW. CTpa>|< MoAHAN XNbICT, U Bnag npurotoBuncs K HoBOW 6onn.

-Hukonsa! - pa3ganca pe3kunini OKPUK Co CTOPOHbI JItoKa. — Thbl YEM TyT 3aHMMaELLbCA?

Bnaa ymyapunca koe-kak NMOBEPHYTb rosoBy WM 3amMeTun XKoseda, TOPONIMBO nepecekarLwero no-
WaaKy. B BbICOKMX KOXaHbIX canorax, ¢ pacnyLeHHbIMM MO MnjeyaM BbOWMUMUCS BOSIOCAaMMN, B TEMHOM
Xunete n cBob60AHbIX 6proKax, OH MU3Nydan CUY U XKU3HEHHYIO SHEPTU0, ABNASIS COH60K MOSIHYI Npo-
TMBOMOJIOXHOCTb MJIEHHUKaM.
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-DTOT WEHOK CKOpPO AOBeAET MeHs, - He obopaumBasiCb, Cyxo nosicHun Hukonsa. — S ero msyseuy,
KNSAHYCb.

-He moHuMalo, noyeMy OH A0 TaKoW cTerneHn Tebs pasgpa)kaer, - noxan naedammn Xosed, ocTaHaB-
NIMBasicb psiaoM. YepHble rnasa Cc paBHOAYLIMEM CKONb3HY/IM MO OKpOBaBMeHHOMY nnedy Bnaga. - K
npumepy, PobepTta KocTa coBceM He pasapaxaert.

KocTsi u3gan HenoHATHOe BOCKMUaHMe, U Hukonst 6pocunn Ha Hero KOpoTKWU MpUCTasbHbI B3rnaa.

-3TOT U MeHsa He pasapaxaeT. A BoobLle He cCpaBHMBaM Hac! — M CTpax, CMU/IOHYB Ha U 6e3 Toro
rPSA3HYIO MIOWAAKY KPbILWW, HAaNpaBUICA K JOKY.

-Tbl Bce-Takn 6onBaH, - cepauto coobwmn Xosed, A0XKAABLWNCL, NOKa KpbILKa JIOKa 3ax/10MHETCS.
- Kakol cMbicn Apa3HuTb belieHoro nca?

Bnag npomonyan, n, xota KocTta ctapaTtesibHO CMOTPEsn B APYryk CTOPOHY, MAapeHb YyBCTBOBAaJI, YTO
AaXke ero nyywnin apyr cornaceH c >Kosedom.

XXX

3a yxxuHoMm Bnaa ckpens cepaue nNporsioTua BA3KYH Kaly M KagHo 3anua ee MosiokoM. Ecnum XKozed
cyMen 4yTo-HMbyab NpuayMaTb, HaZ0 NoAHAbpPaTbLCA SHEPrMM — MHAYe CKBEPHbIA U3 Hero BbilaeT 6er-
ney!

MNMo3aHee, yXxe B CBOEW KOMHaTe-kenbe, Bnaa ycnen 3agpeMatb, A0XWMAASCb CTpa)a. YCEBLUMCb Ha
non, OoH NpuncioHwmmICA CMUHON K KpOBaTnU U HaNpPsAXeHHO npucnylwmnBancda K KaXXaoMy LWOopoxXy, Noka
He yCHy, yb6atoKaHHbIA NoYTU abCoONOTHOM TUWIMHOW. [POCHYICA OT pe3Koro TosYyka M, OTKPbIB rna-
3a, yBuaen npsmo nepen cobon nmuyo Xoseda.

-BctaBani! — ogHuMu rybamm wenHyn 10T, v Bnag nocnywHo nogHaAcs.

-Yero Tak gonro? — TMXO CNpPOCUST OH, HEAOBOJSIbHO MOpPLACh — Te/0 YCrnesio 3aTeub, WU MbllUbl PYK U
HOIr OXBAaTUMO HENMPUATHOE MNMoKaJibiIBaHUE.

-Hy, Tbl u Harney, - Bocxutuica Xosed, noatankueBas ero B cnuHy. — loTtoponuck! Hago ewe kK
TBOEMY MPUATENIO MO NYTU Ha KpbIWy 3arnsHyTb...

HaBepxy nNneHHWKOB noa)xupana pbhkeHbkKas BO3Mt06/eHHass UX TalHOro noKpoBWUTENs, a 3a Hew
CMYTHO Masiumna ewe ofHa HesicHasi TeHb.

-Nlowapab! — npowenTtan Koctsa, onepeanB aHanorm4yHbin KOMMeHTapuii Bnaga, Toxe ycneBwero pac-
Mo3HaTb KOHS B e4Ba pas/IMYMMbIX O4epTaHUaX TeMHON durypsbl. — XKosed, oTkyaa oHa?!

-3 KoHtoweH X03sinHa, - OTPbIBUCTO OTO3BasICA CTPa)K M, NMpUBNM3UBLUMCE K CKaKyHY, JJTaCKOBO TMO-
Tpenan ero no XoJske.

-A Kak Tbl 06BbACHULWb MCYE3HOBEHME 3TON siowaan? — nomHTepecosancsa Bnag.
XKosed noxan nneyamu:
-Hunkak. C Kakol cTaTh 9 AO/KEH YTO-TO 06bSACHATL? DTO 6b110 661 NOA03PUTENBLHO!

- TO BepHO, - KMBHYN Bnaa n, He noaymas, Aobasun: - XoTs BpsA4 AW 3TOT Baw X038MH, KeM 6bl OH
HW 6biN, KPYIrbli NONOT.

XKosed nopbiBUCTO 06epHyncs, 1 gaxe B TeMHOTe 6b1J10 3aMeTHO, Kak OH nobsiegHen.
-Tbl caM NpPOCWU/T MOMOYb, - XOJIOAHO HAMOMHUKA MYyX4YKMHa. — [Nepegyman?

Owyuwasa cebsa nocnegHuM HeroasieM, Bnaa oTpuuatenbHO nokadas rosioBOM M MUCKOCA B3rNsHYA Ha
Muwenb. [eBylwKka cTosina, CUenUB nNanbUbl Y FPyAU, U HEPBHO MOKYycCbiBana rybbl. TuumMaHoBCKME
JIOKOHbI Najann en Ha njevYn TSXKENOW KOMHOW, rpyAb CyAOPOXHO B3AblManach... 316KO KyTasiCb B
cepebpucTtyto Haknaky, Muwens ctapanacb HM Ha KOro He CMOTpPETb.

-Tbl cynTaewb Hac noaneuamm? — NpsAMo oceegomuncsa Bnaga.

Xosed yanBneHHo BCKUHYN 6poBuM, KocTs HaxMypusics, o4HaKo BOMNPOC agpecoBascs He uM. MoMon-
YyaB Napy MrHOBEHMWIA, MuLEeNb BbINPAMUIACh U MOCMOTPENa Ha NapHs, rnasa ee Cy3wlnch.

-Ecnn ¢ XKosedom yTo-HMbYAb NpomM3onaeT, BMHOBaTa 6yay 1, - TBepAo nNporosopuna oHa. — VIMEHHO
s cobnasHunacb uaeen nobera n Nnpmeena Bac ctoga. Ho g nonarana, n Xosed nonger c Hamu.

-MoxeT, nepeaymaelwb? — obpatunca K Hen Xosed.
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-5 Beb CKasana, uYTo ocTaHycb! — BcnbiAnna Muwenb M, NOAXBAaTUB NMOAON AJIMHHOM TYHUKU, PUHY-
nacbk K JIIOKY. XJIoNHyNa ABepla, M Warv AeBYLKN 3a3ByYanv Ha JIECTHULLE.

-OHa pa3bygut Becb 3aMok! — ncnyraHHo 3ametun Koctsa. — M Torga Bcem Ham KoHew!
Xozsed c TpeBoron B3rnsiHyn Ha He6O M KOPOTKO MpuKasan:
-Tak, y Bac nonMUHYyTbl! BeicTpee!

Kak coMHaMbyna, nnoxo co3HaBas npovcxoasuiee, Bnaa 3abpanca Ha nowanb, 0Ka3asBWWCh Mo3aan
Koctu. MNocneaHnin nHyn cKakyHa NATKaMu, U BOT YK€ KOHb, PacnaxHyB MOLUHbIE KOXWUCTblE KpPblibs,
NOAHANCS B BO3AYX.

BeTep xnectHyn Bnaga no nvuy u B3bepoLwima BONOCHI. MapeHb M30 BCEX CU CXKafl KOJIEHU M BLe-
NUNCs Apyry B Naeyun, eMy 4yamnocb, 6yaATo Aaneko BHU3Y pa3fatoTCs KPUKKM, HO OH He 3Has, SBb 3TO
Wan nrpa BoobpaxxeHus.

-OHKM Hac yBuaenun! — Xxpunao BbIKPUKHYN KOCTS, M ronoc ero nepeMeluasncs co 3syKaMu Houun. B cne-
AYOLWWA MUT MPOCTPAHCTBO Mpope3an TOHKUWA CBUCT, U 4TO-TO OCTpOe BMMAoCb Bnaay B 3anscrbe.
OxHyB, OH BbinycTnn KoCTMHO nneyo, v HOBas BCMbiwKa 60AM MpoH3MAa npasylo aonatky. Tepss
CO3HaHue, loHOLWa COCKOJIb3HY/ C JsioWaaun, U MrHOBEHME elle CUIMICA CXBaTUTbCHA 3@ MPOTAHYTYIO
Apyrom pyky. Ho TeMHoTa (Mnn cMepTb?) ycnena norfoTUTb ero paHblUe...
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CnaBa 6. OOwuH..

YynoBuuHasi rosioBHasi 60/ib...

Tes10 CJZIOBHO MPOTKHYIM MUSIJTIMOHOM UI/1...

Bo pTy — XKXyTKasi CyxoCTb, U My4YUTE/IbHO XOYETCS MUTb...
OH ymep?

Bnaa WMpOKO pacKkpbis rnasa U 3akawnsancs. BocnoMMHaHUs nocnegHei HOUM XJbIHYJIM HeyeMHbIM
NMOTOKOM, MbIC/IM HE yCMeBaNN CIOXMUTLCS B C/IOBA, B OAWH-€ANHCTBEHHbIN BaXXHbIA BOMPOC: YTO Mpo-
M30LWJI0 C HUM U c KocTein?

YT0 XX, OAHO COBEPLUEHHO OYEBMAHO: OH MO-NPEXHEMY B 3TOM KOLIMapHOM 3aMke!
-0o6bpoe yTpo, - pasgancsa oTkyaa-t1o c6oKy MpayHbIi rosoc.

Bnag c TpyaoM NOBepHY/ FOIOBY, M 3TO HEXUTPOE ABMXEHME 0TO3BasIoCh ryxon 60nblo B 3aTbiike. Y
OKHa, MPUC/IOHUBLUNCb CMTMHOM K CTEHE, CTOSN XMypbi XKo3sed.

-Kak cebs 4yyBCTBYELLb? — C TPEBOIOW CNPOCUN CTPax, BrasabiBascb B 6/1eAHOe NULO MNeHHUKaA. Mo-
cnegHVin nonbITancs OTBETUTb, OAHAKO CyMesn M3aaTh NULb HEBHATHLIM Xpun. B3rnaa napHa npo-
flonkan 6ecrnokoMHO CKOMb3UTb MO KOMHATYLWIKE, CTPEMSACb OCO3HaTb HEYTO HeynoBuMMoe. Bpoae 6bl
BCE OCTasIoCb MPEXHUM, U, TEM He MeHee, Bnaay 4yamnocb, 6yaATo NMPOM30LLSIO HEKOE CYLLECTBEHHOE
M3MeHeHMe B 06CTAHOBKE, HO BOT Kakoe - 3aTyMaHeHHbli 60Mbl0 paccyZloK OTKa3blBasics onpeae-
NATb.

-Moxelb He oTBe4YaTb, CaM BUXY, - B3AOXHYN Xo3ed. - lNpuwen B cebs, n To xopowo. MNpobbini B
6peny 6onblue CyTOK.

-Kak 6onble cyTok? — OoT yansneHuns Bnag obpen cnocobHOCTb FOBOPUTL, XOTS rOJ10C €ro U Hanomu-
Han xpun. OTKaWASBLWMKCh, OHOLWa TUXO0 aobasun: - A... Kocts... kak? [ne?

Xosed kucno yneibHyncs:
-BoT yX He 3Hato. EMy-To cbexaTb yaanoch.

Bna,u, PE3KO CeN B NOCTEIM N TYT XK€ CO CTOHOM noBasiniCcA 06paTHO Ha >XeCTKuh MaTpac - B rosose
CNOBHO B30pBann 6omby.

-Jlexxn, He BcTaBan! Hukona cobupanca otnpasutb Teba Ha napy AHEN B NoA3eMenbe, s Ha CUy ero
oTroBopun. Tbl YyAOM BbDKWA. Hukons pBaxabl paHun Tebs, OH OT/MYHLIA nydyHuK. Cnasa 6ory,
CTpenbl He 3a4eNn HUKaKnUx opraHoB. MNpuxoann nekapb... CErogHs Toxe npuaet.

Cnywas Toponaueyto pedb XKoseda, Bnag cunumacs ocosHaTb TOT MPOCTOM pakT, YTO OH, reHepaTop
naeun nobera, octancs y3HumkoMm, a Kocts, cornacmsluniica cbexatb 3a KOMMNAHUIO, YAAa4YHO CKPbIICS.
N Tenepb cBoboaeH...

-Hukorga 66l He mogyman, 4to 6yay Tak ueHuTb cBoboay, - npowenTtan Bnaa. — A oH MeHs 6pocun.
bpocwun...

-KocTta nbiTanca teba nonmaTtb, Korga Thl Nagan, HO €ro 1 caMoro 3auenuno CTpeson.
-KocTa BepHeTCs 3a MHOW, - pelwnTenbHOo 3aaBun Bnaa, ybexaas, ckopee, camMoro cebs.
CobecenHuMK rpyCcTHO NOKayaa rosioBoM.

-Kakmm o06pa3oM? MeHs XOTb He ybunm, HO AoBepus g AUWKACA, U Tenepb aexypr ¢ Hukonsa. U o06-
paTu BHMMaHWE Ha OKHa.

Bnag nocrtapanca choKycMpoBaTb 3pEHME Ha OKHE.

-PeweTtkn! - napeHb cepauTo Bbipyrascs. — A A BCe rajar, 4YTo Xe Takoe nepemMeHmnocb B obcra-
HoBKe! O yepT... peweTKy NOCTaBU/IN TOJIbKO Ha MOEe OKHO?

Xo3ed HepBHO yCMexHyncs:
-Hy 4T0 Tbl. Ha BCe, BCe OKHa 6e3 nckaoyeHus. He o6ownm BHUMaAHMEM Aaxke CTOSTOBYIO.

Bnan HeaoBOMIbLHO YCTaBWI/ICA B MOTONOK - CUTyauus npeacrasnanach 6e3BbixogHoM. C TOCKOM BCMOM-
HWUOCb MNMPUBbIYHOE KYCINMOKOUTENIbHOE» — BOT 6bl ceryac FNOTHYTb XO0J1IOAHOIro TEMHOIO NMBa... OH BO-
BCe€ HeE aJZIKOroJimK, KOHe4YHO, KaK npeanosioxuia Mwuwens, npocTo 6biBatoT MUWHYTbI, KOraa Xo4eTcs
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paccnabutbCa U HMU O YeM He ayMmaTb. [MMBO AN Takux cnyyaes - nAyduwee cpeacrtso. OaHaKo 3TO Bce
MEeYTbl, MEYTbI... HE OCTaNoCb HMUYEro M3 NnpexHen xXm3Hn. Huyero, 4To 6bIIO B HEN CTOSALLErO N AOPO-
roro. Hnyero n HuKoro. lNycrToTa. 3ayeM Hy>XHa TakKas XU3Hb?

Ecnun 6bl OH yMen nnakaTb... Ho oH He ymeeT. Hukoraa He yMen.
Byab BCE npokngarto!

-3aT0 y Tebs eCTb WaHC MMHOBaTb NOA3EMESbS, - HAapyLWun Xo4 ero Mbicnen ronoc Xoseda. — A Ha
ceroaHs Tbl M36aBfieH N OT 3aHATUIM Ha Kpbllwe. 3aBTpa, eC/in JlIeKkapb MO3BOJIUT...

Bnaa He ucnbiTan HY Maneiero 3HTy3nasma.
-MneBaTb, - C ropeybto NPOU3HEC OH. — MHe AeNCTBUTENbHO Tenepb BCE PaBHO.
-NlagHo, Mocnu MoKa, a MHe Nopa Ha Kpsbiwy, - 3aToponuncs Xosed. - K Beuepy NpuaeT nekapsb.
Bnaa paxe He nolueBenwucs, NPoAo/IXas co3epuaTtb NMoTOJIOK.
XXX

Jlekapb OENCTBUTENBHO MNOSIBUCS TONIbKO K Bedyepy, U K 3TOMYy MOMeHTy Bnag ot ronoaa rotoB 6bin
CbecTb noayuwky. bonee Toro — oH roToB 6bl1 CbECTb TE XYTKME 3e/leHble CTPYUKM U HApPYLNTb TEM
CaMbIM CNoOBO, AaHHoe cebe xe!

[Bepb oTBOpUIAach, 1 Bowen Xosed, 3a KOTOpbIM CNefoBan HEBbICOKMN Cyxonapbli FOCMOAUH C ce-
OON weBentopor n 60poakon KanHblwkoM. Oget oH 6bin He B 6enblii XanaT, a B AJIMHHbINA cepbin 6a-
JIAXOH.

-Hy-c, BOT Bbl U OYHY/IUCb, - 4OO6pOAYLIHO 3aMeTun Nekapb. — Kak camo4dyBcTBue?

-MpeBoCx0AHO, - NpoBopYan Bnaa, ucnbiTbiBas K AOKTOPY HE MEHbLUYI HEMPUS3Hb, YEM K 3aMKy U
ero obmntatenam.

Xo3ed ykopuaHEeHHO rnokayas rosoBoi, 0AHAKO fieKapb HUCKO/IbKO HE pacCTpouJICS.

-BaM Bce elle nNn1oxo, 3TO NMOHATHO, - KMBHYN OH, OTKMAbIBas oaesno. Ha Bnage 6bian Tonbko 6pua-
XW; PYKY U rpyab CTArMBanu Tyrue nonocel 6enon TkaHu. Jlekapb 0CMOTpen naumeHTa, npullenkmpas
A3bIKOM, MOTOM 3aroBOPUTb OMNATb: - A CMEHI0 NOBA3KN. MUHUMYM HECKONbKO AHEN NpuaeTcs npoBec-
™M B noctenu. [laBaTtb TpaBsAHOW OTBap, KOTOPbIM S nNponucasn, KPenkuin KypuHbii B6ynboH U YepHbIn
xneb. YBbl, NpuaeTcs noroaonatb.

KypuHblii 6ynboH 1 YepHbin xneb! Xa! [la B cpaBHEHUWN CO CKIM3KOWM Kallen U HEBbIHOCMMOW 3€JIEHbIO
3To npocTto nup! Bnag gaxe ynblbHyNCs, XOTS U NMPOTUBUICS 3TOMY M30 BCEX CUJ, U MOKMas OTBET-
HYI MOHMMaOLWY YXMblaKy Xo3eda.

-Kak 9 Boobue He pa3buncs, ynae C Takol-TO BbICOTbI? — MOMHTEpecoBancs Bnag, B KoTopoMm nep-
CheKTMBa BKYCHOWN eabl npobyanna 4010 npexHen NtobonbITHOCTU.

-Yynom, - npusHancsa Xosed. — Tebsa nonman PobeprT.

-Kak 3To — noiMan? - HegoOBEpPUMBO nepecnpocun Bnaa, nbiTascb NpeacTaBUTb HEBEPOSATHYO KapTu-
HY. B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, MyCKai OH He aT/eT-TAXEeN0Bec, HO U He THOM, KaK ero Morin nommatb?

XXo3ed npbICHYN, C TPYAOM CAEPXXAB CMELLOK:

-Hy, aTo rpoMko ckazaHo. Ckopee, Tbl Ha Hero ceanunacsa. Mexay npo4yum, ywmnb ero 340poBo, oH 6bin
Ha Tebs xyTKo 30. MNMoMMaTb Takoro 6ynBosia Kak Tbl HENErko Aaxke CToJ/ib Kpenkomy napHt. Ho oH
YEeCTHO MOonbITasICs, U B UTOre CMArYni TBOE najeHue.

-BecbMa onpoMeTuMBO C Ballel CTOPOHbI, MOSIOAON YesioBeK, 3aTeBaTb NOA06HYIO Nporynky rnybokor
HOUbIO, - MOKa4an rosloBon fnekapb, KOMKas ctapble 6UHTbI, MOKPbITbie 6ypol, CCOXLWENCS KPOBbHO.

-Mporynky?! Kakyto, K AbSBOSY, NMPoOrynky?! — 3seHAWMM OT APOCTM rosiIoCOM BOCKJIMKHY Bnag.
-A 4yTO 370 6bIN10, €CNIN He Nporyaka? — yanBuncs nekapb. — MNpuctyn 6e3ymmna?

Bnag He Hawencs c oTBeToM. Heyxenwn nekapb nonaraet, 6yato oH, Bnag, TopunT B 3TOM Ablpe A06-
pOBOJIbHO?!

-Bam Tenepb Heob6xoAMM MOAHbIA MOKOW, - AE/I0BMTO COOOLUMA NeKapb, 3ax/onbiBas CBOM 4yemMoAaH-
YUK.

-Hy-Hy, ceityac MHe yCcTpouT HUKONSA NOKOW, Kak e, - UPOHUYHO nNpobopMmoTan Bnaa.
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XXX

MNMocnaTb eMy He yaanocb — nosidaca CrycTs B KOMHATy BopBasca 6aegHbii oT 310CTM Hukonsa u cne-
Aywmni 3a HMM no naTam XKo3sed, Ha YbMX TOHKMUX rybax To n geno menbkana exmgHas yablbka.

OcTaHoBMBLUUCE Y KpoBaTWU, HUKOMSA cBepXy BHW3 MOocMoTpen Ha Bnaga. Jluo crtpaxa 6bI10 MCKaxe-
HO HEHABUCTbIO, a COKMMakLWMe KHYT najiblbl nobenenn.

-Y106 5 naBan emy 6ynboH M MO3BOJISNT BansATbCA B noctenun! — npopbivyan OH, HAaNoOMUHAsA YesloBeKa,
cTpagatouwero 6yrMHbIM NOMeLLaTEe/1bCTBOM.

Mo ry6am BTOpPOro roctst BHOBb CKOJIb3HYJ/la MUMOJIETHas ynbibka - Xo3ed SABHO Hacna)xaancs npowuc-
XOASILLUM.

-Mpukas cBbllE, - CKYNO COOBLLN OH.
-Ero ctonno 6bl 3aTO4MTL B MoaBas Ha mecsy,!

-N aTuM ybutb, - knBHyn Xozed. - NMoMHMWbL cnoBa Xo3siMHa? Ero nosabaBwno npoucwiecrtesne. Xo-
35IMHa nobern Mano BOJTHYIOT.

-3aTO OHM BOJIHYIOT MeHs! — BblAOXHY HUKOMS, METHYB O4EepEefHON SAPOCTHbIN B3ras4 B CTOPOHY Mpu-
Tuxwero Bnaaa.

-3T0 TBOM 3ab0Tbl, - noxan nnedyamm Xosed U, He yaepx)aBlMKCb, C YAOBONAbLCTBMEM pobasun: - U
KCTaTu, B AAHHOM c/ly4yae BMHA UCKIIIOUYUTENBbHO TBOS.

LUlekn Hukonsa 3anuna 6ypasa Kpacka, a AblXxaHWe CTasno XpUM/bIM N HEPOBHbIM.
-Mosa?! [1a Tbl XOTb coobpaxaeLllb...

-Coobpaxato, n kyaa nydwe T1ebs, - HEOXMAAHHO pe3kMM TOHOM nepebun Xosed, nepecrasB ynbl-
6aTbCA M BbINPSAMAAACL BO BECb POCT. - S BeAb rOBOPW — HE A0OBOAM 3TUX pebAaT A0 TOUKWU. Tbl ayy-
e MeHs 3Haewb Bnaaa.

«OTKyga, nHTepecHo?» - nogyman Bnag, »xagHo Habnwogas 3a cnopoM. OH TO M Aeno MnopbiBascs
BCTaBMTb CBOM KOMMEHTapuin, HO BCTpeyancsa B3rnagom ¢ XKosedoMm n rnotan 3aroTOBAEHHYO OCTPO-

YMHYIO (bpasy.

-Mexay npo4yvMM, MMEHHO BO BpeMsi TBOEro AEeXYpCTBa MPOU3oLLen ceil neyanbHblil UHUWMAEHT, - Mbl-
TasCb YCNOKOUTLCS, HanoMHUN Hukons.

-[la, cornaceH, - HUCKONIbKO He cMyTurcs XKosed. — YTo X, npusHal, BMHOBAT, He gornagen. Co
BCAKUM MOXET CIYyUUTbCH.

-[a HeyxXenu? — 93BUTeNbHO BBEPHY/T HUKONS.
Xosed BckuHyn 6poBu:
-Tbl HA YTO-TO HaMeKaellb?

CTpax C MUHYTY C KaKMM-TO CTPaHHbLIM YyBCTBOM M3y4asn nuo cobeceaHnka, U HaKoHel, BbiroBOpwun
C MNJIOXO0 CKpblBaeMbIM yaA0OB/ETBOPEHNEM

-lMoka HeT. HO noBepb MHe, TONbKO MOKa...
XXX

MoTeknun YHblJ1bl€ 0,Cl,HOO6p33HbIe AHWN.

Hukons 6onbllue He MOSIBASNCA, 3aTO ABaXabl B AeHb HaBedbiBancs »Xo3ed C ropsymMm KypuHbIM
O6YNbOHOM U CONMUAHBLIM KYCKOM YepHOro xjfieba — MHOrga cMasaHHoOro 4em-Tto Hanomobue macna (BoT
weapoctb-To!). MMHYTbI, NpOBeAEHHbIE B 06WECTBE elle He Apyra, HO yXe U He Bpara, 6bliM caMbl-
MU CYACTNIMBbIMM Ha MPOTSXKEHUN CYTOK — OAHAKO, YBbl, ANCKPEeAUTUPOBaBLUMA cebs CTpaX He Mor
ocTaBaTbCs 6onee nosnydaca.

Mocewan HeygauiMBoro 6erneua v nekapb — MeHssT MOBA3KW, HACWUIbHO MOW FTOPbKUM TpaBsiHbIM
HacToeM, AaBasl yKasaHus...

[OHeM Bnaa usHemoran oT 6e3genbsi. PaHblue OH M He npeanonaran, YTo HUYEroHeaesaHbe MOXeT
0Ka3aTbCA HACTOMbKO THETYLWM. HeBblHOCMMasi CKyka W HeBOJibHasi 6€CrnoMOLLHOCTb HallenTbiBaau
Henobpble MbICNM, CHOBa WM CHOBa BCMJ/blBajs OAMH M TOT XK€ HaBs3UMBbLIA BOMNPOC: Heyxenn KocTta He
npeanpuMeT HU €AMHOM MOMbITKN MOMOYb? XOTb KaK-ToO...
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Houb TOoXe He npuHocuia obneryenns. EMy cHuncs Hukons ¢ apbanetom B pykax u Koctsi Bepxom Ha
KOHe, YHOCAWMNIMCA B 3Be3aH0e Hebo. MNopoto Apyr 3anuBancsa 6e3yaepxHbIM XOXOTOM, a Bnaa B ko-
TopbI pa3 nagan B 6e340HHY0 nmponacTb... Mpobyxaascb nocse Takmx rpes B X0J04HOM MOTYy, nNa-
peHb 605NCsA YCHYTb M, Npe3upas cebs 3a cnabocTb, B 6eCcCcunbHOM 3N10CTU U3y4dan KPOXOTHbIA y4da-
CTOK Heba, BUANMbIA N3 OKHa — U TeNepb HaBEKM NepeyYepKHYTbIN NPYTbSMU PELUETKMN.

HeHaBucTb. CKONbKO pa3 B TOM, MPOLION XU3HK (M 4O 4Yero cY4acT/IMBOM XU3HK!) oH 6espaccyaHo
BbIKPMKMBaA 3TO C/MIOBO, C MEHOW y pTa yBepsas: HeHaBumxXky! N Tonbko Tenepb MOHSAM, YTO Xe 3To Ta-
KO€ — UCTUHHAasA HeHaBWUCTb. BHyTpeHHSs 60/1b, OT KOTOPON HEBO3MOXHO M36aBUTbLCH, CKPbITbCS, KO-
TOpPY0 HEeYeM 3aryLwmnTb. Be3biCX0AHOCTb U OTYasiHME...

O 6oru, B Uube CyLjecTBoBaHue s1 HuKorga He Bepus! 3a uto Bbl mctute? 3a Mo arensm? Ho noyemy
TaK XeCToko? S HuKkoraga He 6bi/1 aHresioM n He cuymTtas cebsi CBSITbIM, HO BEAb M K YMNC/Y M0oA/1ELOB
MEHSI MpUYnNcInTb TpyAHO! S HopMasbHbIN cpeaHnii YyesioBek! Tak 3a 4yTo? Yem s npoBuHUIICS nepes
Hebecamu?

Ho Hebeca He cnewmnnin ¢ OTBETOM, M HOYHOWM LWENOT He HaXoAwua OTKAnKa y Bbicwmx Cun...
XXX
MWHYI0 OKOJSIO MATU AHEWN, KOrAa lekapb, 3aBepLUMB OCMOTP, AOBOJSIbHO 3asiBU:
-C 3aBTpalHero AHA MOXEeTe CMefio HapyLWWTb NOCTENbHbIN peXxunM. Bbl pagbl, MONOAON Yenosek?

Bnag neHmsBo noxan naedamu. OH M caM He NoHmMMman, pas nv 3ToMy usBecTuto. KoHeuyHo, BangaTbCsa B
KpoBaTn Hagoeno Ao CMepTun, 0OAHAKO NMOMEHATb b6e3genbe Ha exegHeBHble CBUAaHUS ¢ Hukon4... Ma-
nonpuaTHaa nepcnekTtuea.

-X0oTsi COBETYIO He nepeHanpsraTbCs nepeoe BpeMsi, - 406aBuU nekapb, yXe Nokuaasi KOMHaTy.

CTouno ABepu 3axJIOMHYTbCs, Kak Bnaa, npnbamnsmuBLUMCE K 3epKany, KpUTUUYECKU M3yuynn cobCTBEH-
Hoe oTpaxeHue. LlapanuHa Ha nuue nouTu 3axwunaa, Ha wekax M noabopoake MpoCcTynuia TEMHas
NMopoC/ib, @ BOMOChl HEOMPATHBLIMU MPSAASMU NOXUUCE Ha YL,

«5 MOXOX Ha 4y4yeno, - yrpioMOo 3aK/O4u/ napeHb. — S BeAb W FO/IOBY He Mbll 60r 3HAeT CKObKO
BpeMeHu!»

[Bepb B ouepefHON pa3 pacnaxHynacb, n nopor nepecrynun Xosed. Bnag obepHyncsa, pasgocaso-
BaHHbIM, 4YTO ero 3actanu 3a camontboBaHMEM, C/OBHO KaKYyH-TO KOKEeTKY. XOTS Ha camMoM jJene
HapLUMCCU3MOM OH HMUKOrAa He cTpazasn, TeMm bonee — cenvac.

-MpuBeTMK, - MpayHO MNO340pOBanCs KHOWA W, 3aMEeTUB MAsSYMBLUMMA 3@ FOCTEM CMYTHbIM CUY3ST, C
rnoAo3peHnem ytTouHun: - Tel ¢ kem? C Hukona?

-HeT, He ¢ HuUM, - ycrnokoun XKo3sed u ¢ ynblbkon Npoao/mkui: - Tel, 9 BUXY, ONATb 340poB! [axe uH-
Tepec K BHELWHOCTN npobyaunncs!

-BoT yx HeT, - npob6ypyan Bnaa, BepHYBWNCb K KpoBaTU. — MpoOCTO He No61t0 NOXOAWUTb Ha Yyaulie
M3 CKa3oK. A ceilyac s Kak pas Ha 4YyauLie U MOXOX.

-JTO JIerkO0 WCMNpaBUTb, - 3aBEpPWl CTPaK M HaKOHEL-TO OTCTYMnua B CTOPOHY, MPOMycKas CBOEro
CNYTHUKA. — 3HAKOMbCA: SArap, UMpPONbHUK.

Bnag ycrtaBuica Ha 24rapa € HacMewnmBbiM Nt060MbITCTBOM. [MoA06HOro NepcoHaxa eMy BCTpedaTb
elle He A0BOAMAOCH: AJIMHHbIE OFHEHHO-pbIXKe JIOKOHbI, KyapsiBas 6opofa, KpacHO-(MONeToBbIN
Kam30/, nunosble 6puaxu, 6enble KpyxeBHble rofibdbl U1 MAaCCUBHble BOTUHKKU C 30/10TbIMU MpPsXKKa-
MU. Bbi3gopasnnBsalowmin NJIEHHUK eaBa YAepXXasncs oT cMexa.

-Hy, ocTaBnto Bac, - nporosopun Xosed 1 CKpbIJICS B KOPUAOPE.

3,qrap NMPUHANCA AENOBUTO KOMATbCA B KOXaHbIX HeEApaX CO/IMAHOINo yemMogaHa M napy MUHYT CNyCcTt4
M3BJIEK CKIaZHOWN TaGYDET, Ta3nK, HOXHULbI, OCTpOE J1IE3BNE U KaKNE-TO CKJIAHKMU.

-Mpowy caautbcsa! - Benen macrtep rycrtbiM 6acom, ykasbiBas Ha Tabypet. Koraa Bnag c onackom
yCTpOUJICA Ha CaMOM Kpaellke, ocBegomuics: - tak, Bawm noxenanma? bopoaa, ycel, 6akeHbapabl?

BOO6pa3VIB cebs c 6aKeH6apnaMM M NbIWHBIMKW YyCaMU, nNapeHb nogaBunsica CMEWKOM 1, KOeE-KakK crnpa-
BUBLUNCb C PBYLWWMNMCA HApPY>Xy XOXOTOM, BECE/IO OTBETUI .

-HeT, HM4Yero Takoro He Hago. M KOpoTkas CTpUXKKa.

Ha nuue uupronbHUKa OTpPasniiocb HeAOYMEHMUE.
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-HO KOpOTKO CTPUryT TOJSIbKO KaTOPXHMKOB!

-0a? — xMblkHyN Bnag. — Moyt B TOUKY. Mbl TYT NPSIMO KaK KaTOPXHUKMN.
SArap BO3MYLLEHHO BO33pWJICA Ha Hero:

-4T0 Bbl Takoe rosopute?! Bbl — yYEHUKM SNMTHOM LLKOSbI pbiLapcTeal
bposu Bnaga nononsn BBepx.

-CnapTaHckas wkona, - npobopmMmoTan OH M, nokonebaBwnUCb, pewmnncs: — JlagHo, Toraa O4YeHb Ko-
pPOTKO HE CTPUrnTe, HEe XO04y MOXOANTb Ha KAaTOPXXHWKA, NPOCTO NpuBeauTe MpUYecKky B NOpsSaoK, - 1
ToponnmeBo AobaBun: - Ho HUKaKnx ycoB 1 6bakeHbapa!

Cnegywowmin yac npeBpatuacs ans Bnaga B nbiTKy. MNepBbiA WOK OH UcnbiTan, coobpasus, 4To 6pnUTh
ero 6yayT O6bIKHOBEHHbIM Jie3BMEM, MpUYEM BeCbMa M BeCbMa OCTpPbIM. MesfbKHYy/a TPEBOXHas
MbIC/lb, YTO C 60pOAON M yCcaMW NOAN TOXE XMBYT, HO MPOTECTOBaTb 6bII0 MO34HO — Darap ycnen
HaMbITb €MY JINLO.

3aBeplunB 6pUTbe, LUPHONbHUK 3aHSANCS BonocaMu Bnaga, B36MB Ha HUX O0O6UNIbHYIO MEHY, 3aTEM UYyTb
He yTonwu/ B Tasy, CMbiBasi Mbls10. V30 BCex Cu CTapasics BbipBaTb KaK MOXHO 60sblue BOJSIOC C MO-
MOLLbIO FpebHs, a MOTOM BO3HAMEpWSICS OTpe3aTb Nasiblbl 3a0A4HO C HOrTaMU. K KOHLY npoueaypsbl
Bnag Bo3HeHaBugen dDarapa cuiabHee, Yyem Hukons.

-Tenepb Bbl MOXOXW Ha Yyenoseka! — yAOB/ETBOPEHHO pe3ioMMpPOBan LMPIJIbHUK, 3aKOHUYMB paboTy.
- Hpasutca?

Ckpens cepaue Bnag npusHan, yto HpaBuTca. C rnaako BbIGpUTBIMU LEKaMM M UMCTbIMW BOJIOCAMM
OH AeNCTBUTENbHO YyBCTBOBasN cebsa Kyaa yBEpPEeHHee.
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Imaea 7. IloMoue «CBBOLE»

Ha cnepytowee yTpo Brnag ¢ orpoMHOM HEOXOTOW CNyCTU/ICS B CTOJSIOBYHO, M Ha Cel pa3 ero conposo-
XKAANM He ToNbKOo N060MNbITHbIE B3rS4bl, HO N HEBHSATHbIN LUEMOTOK.

Kp1BO yCMEXHYBLUWCb, NMAapeHb HApPO4YMTO BasibsXXHOM MOXOAKOM HamMpaBW/ICS K «CBOEMY» CTOJy, 3a
KOTOpbIM TEMEPb OIMHOKO CUAENa pbixeBosiocasa nogpyra Xoseda. HeBonbHO BcrioMHunca Kocts, 1 B
Zlylle CHOBa BCMbIXHYy/la CBUpenasi 3/10CThb.

«MMeHHO g npuayman 6exatb! — cepauTo pa3mbiwnan Bnaa. — A oH xoTb 6bl nonpo6oBan MeHs OT-
clofa BbI3BONUTBL!»

C TOCKOI NMOKOCMBLUMCb Ha 3apelleYyeHHble OKHa, NapeHb B3A0XHYJT U MOTAHYJICS 3@ YaeM.

-Kak Tbl? — C COYYBCTBMEM Crnpocuia Muwenb, BCTPEBOXEHO paccMaTpuBas tOHOWY. TOT B CBOK o4ye-
pefb OKWMHYN AEeBYLKY uenkum B3rnsaoM. OHa nobneaHena u oCcyHynacbh, noj rnasamuy nposnerauv te-
HW, CKyJbl 3a0CTpUINCb - U Bnaa cMAbHO COMHeBasncsl, YTO 3TWU MJAYEBHbIE U3MEHEHWUS MOrAu Bbl-
3BaTb MepeXxmBaHWsa Mo NoBoAy ero cCkopbHol yyacTu. Heyxxenu npowusowsia ovyepegHas HemnpusT-
HOCTb?

-4YTO cnyynnocb? — HeAOBO/IbHO OCBEAOMMUIICS OH, 3apaHee roTOBSICb YC/bIWaTb HEYTO Y>XKAaCHOoe.

Mulwenb npourHopupoBasna Bonpoc. BcmaTpuBasice B nvuo Bnaga BocnaneHHbIMWM MOKPacHEBLIMMM
rnasamu, AeBylUKa ropsyo ckasana:

-MeHsa He nyckanu k Tebe. Hukonsa He nyckan. KnsHycb, 1 o4eHb xoTena 1ebs npoeeaats!

-9 cnpawmBan He 06 3TOM, - pa3gpa)keHHOo nepebun napeHb, XOTS Tyron KOMOK obuabl HEMHOIMO OC-
nab.

Munwenb 3akycuna ryby.
-MeHs 3abupatoT, - HaKoHeL peluniachk NpU3HaTbCsa OHa. — CerogHs, ewe A0 YXMHa.

Bnaa owenomneHHo yctaBuaca Ha cobeceaHuuy. K 3aBTpaky OH A0 CMX MOp He MPUTPOHYJCS, Mpo-
flonkasi MOHEeMHOry npuxiebbiBaTb FOPbKWMA Yali. Fopsiyasi KMAKOCTb, HaMoOMHAS MyCTOW >Xenyaok,
co34aBasia BPEMEHHYH WJTO3UI0 CbITOCTY.

-He MoXeT 6bITb, - NpuAsa B cebs, KaTeropMyHO 3asBUN toHOLWaA. — He Bepto, YTo Thbl 6yAelb BOEBaThb.

-BoeBaTb? - ronoc Muwenb AporHya. — O HET, YTO Tbl... Y MEHSA ApyrMe 3agayn... - OHa 3amonyana,
TSXENOo Ablla, NOTOM MOPbIBUCTO BbINPSIMWIACh M, C BbI30BOM TNISTHYB Ha COTpane3HMKa, HeecTecT-
BEHHO-CMOKOWHbLIM TOHOM AgobaBuna: - S CTaHy retepoin.

-l'eTepon? — cocpenoTo4eHHO HaxMypuncsa Bnag. — YTto-To 3Hakomoe.
MuLlenb NCTepmyeckn 3acMesnach:

-Bnan, Henb3s 6bITb A0 Takol creneHu 6e3rpaMoTHbIM! eTepa — 3TO, MAMKO Bblpa)xasiCb, Xpuua
nob6su.

-MpocTnTyTKa? — NAMNHYN OH.
CepebpucTo-cepble rnasa AeBYLKU 3aXrnmcb HegobpbiM orHem.

-FeTepbl NpeanaratoT He TOIbKO CBOE Teno M nacku. OHU ycraxkaatT YM MYX4YWMHbI NPUATHOW 6ece-
Ao, KoHe4YyHo, ecnn y My»XUMHbl 3TOT YM €CTb, - U Mullenb BeCcbMa KpacHOPEYMBO B3r/isiHy/a Ha
Brnaga, 9BHO HaMeKas, YTO OH-TO KaK pa3 K YUCNY YMHbIX He npuHaanexuT. CnpaBMBLIUCL C 3MOLUS-
Mu, 6yaywasa xpuua nobsu npogonxkuna: - Fetepbl MOryT NoAAepXXMBaTb PasroBOpP Ha BbICOKOM
YPOBHE, MOTOMY KakK MpeKpacHo pasbupatoTcs B UCKYCCTBE, IUTEpPaAType, My3bIKE U UCTOPUMN.

Bnag nokpacHen, YTo C/y4asiocb C HUM HEeYacTo:

-MpocTtn, He cobupanca Tebsa obuxaTb. pocTo yAUBUACS, - OH MOMONYan U, NokonebaBlnChb, HENOB-
KO MouHTepecoBancsa: - Ay Tebsa yxe 6blin... M-M... KITNEHTbI?

JInuo Muwernb Nckasmniocb, CTano NOX0Xe Ha MPOTECKHYH MAacKy.

-Tbl camoe 6ecyyBCTBEHHOE YyAOBULLE, KOTOpPOE S BCTpeYasa, - APOCTHO mpowunena oHa, CK/IOHMB-
WKNCb Hag CTOSELWHMLEN, TaK YTO pbkMe Npsan NoyTu Kacanucb Tapenkun. — Ho ecnn Ttebe Tak uHTe-
pecHo: HeT, He 6blo!
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-N3BMHK, 9 cerogHs He B ygape, - npobopmoTan BKOHel obecKypaxeHHbln Bnag. Hukorga ewe ero
He Ha3biBasin 6ecYyBCTBEHHbIM Yy4OBMLLEM — pa3Be YTO B LWYTKY. — Hecy uyuwb.

-[0a yX, 310 akT, - cornacmnace Muwens, oToagBuras cBo MMUCKy. — Bce, a cbiTa. Mo ropno.
OHa ToponamBo MoAHSAMACk M, HXM Ha KOro He rnsaas, NOKUHysa CTONOBYIO.

Bnag mMpadHo cMmoTpen e Bcnea. Ecnu Ttak nongeTr n pganbuwe - YMUpatb €My B NMNOJIHOM OAMHOYECT-
BeE...

XXX
MosiBUBLUMCH B CTO/TIOBOW BO BpeMs yXWHa, Bnag Toponnuso ornagencs.
-Hawy pbixkeBonocyto 60rMH0 N06BKN MWW b? — pa3aascs Hal ero yxoM exuaHblii ronoc Hukons.

Bnag Ha Mur 3aXkMypuscs, MbIC/IEHHO cymMTasa A0 AecATu. HacTynuTt AeHb, U OH Y6beT 3TOro cagucra!
Ka)keTcs, HM K KOMY WU HUKOrA4a OH He UCNbITbIBas CTOJSb BCEMNOraoLwarmLLen HEHaBUCTH...

-I'Ae oHa? — OTPbLIBUCTO CMPOCUI NMapeHb, 0bepHyBWMKCb K HMKoMSA. TOT caMOA0BOJIbHO yablbancs, He-
6peXxHOo nourpbiBast KHyTOM.

-Xouelb cKaszaTb nocnegHee «npocTtu»? Mory 3To yCTpOUTb. Tbl BeAb 3Haellb, HA KakOM OHa 3Taxe,
He Tak nn? Ll,a, KCTaTU... - CTpaX Ha MU YMOJIK, XaAHO BCMaTpMBaAaACb B HaNpsAXeHHOoE NNLUO0 NJIEHHN-
ka. [MOTOM C HecKpbIBaeMbIM y0BONILCTBMEM A0OrOBOPU: - TBOW APYXKOK... KocT4... 6pocmn Tebs, Bep-
HO?

«f ero HEHABWXY, - KPpOBb NyJsibCMpPpOBaJ/ia B BMCKaxX HOHOWWN, eMy Ka3asioCb, ewe Mnur, - 1 oHa BCKU-
MUT B BEHaxX. — A ero HEHaBUMXYy...»

YaepxaBLWNCb OT PeryiMku LeHON TUTAHMUYECKUX YCUnuii, Bnaa KpyTo pasBepHyca U pUHYJICS K ABe-
pu.

-Mepenari, 4TO 4Yepe3s Napy MUHYT S TOXE MOAHMMYCb MPOBOAUTbL €e, - HacMewsnBo bpocun Bcneq
Hukonsa.

XXX

Bnan noencrtBuMTenbHO 3Hana, Ha KOTOPOM 3Taxe nocenumnum Muwenb, 04HAKO HE UMEeN HWU Manenwero
NMOHSTUS!, B KaKOW MMEHHO KoMHaTe. OH MPUHSACS AepraTbh 3@ BCe py4YKKU noapsia, - HesanepTon oka-
3ajlacb YeTBepTasi Mo cYeTy ABepb. MapeHb WarHys Yyepes nopor U TyT Xe OCTaHOBMUJICS, CNIOBHO CMO-
TKHYBLUMUCb.

Y okHa ctosan Xosed, kpenko npmwxmnmas Kk cebe Muwenb. Ee pykn obsBuBanu ero weto, a rybol Tam-
HbIX NIO60BHUKOB CIU/INCL B XapKOM nouenye.

Bnaa, MbICIEHHO BbIpyraBlIMChb, MOMATUCS, HO YWATM HE3aMeUYeHHbIM eMy He yaanocbk. Mapouyka pac-
nanacb, u Muwenb UCnyraHHo o6epHynach.

-MpocTuTe... - cMyLleHHO npobopmoTan Bnag. — S He BOBpeMS...
-4T0 Tbl 34ecb Aenaewb? — pe3ko cnpocun XKosed. - NoyeMy He Ha yxuHe?

-Hukonsa paspewnn nonpowaTtbcs, - nosacHun Bnaa. — U npocun nepepatb, YTO CKOPO UM CaM NOAHU-
MeTCs.

Xozed HeLOoyMEHHO HaxMypusCs.

-CTpaHHO... OH TaK Cckasan? - [A0XAaBLIWCb YrptOMOro KMBka Braga, cTpaxk 3aAyMuMBO MPOTSHYN: -
CnoBHO BCe 3HAET M NPOCTO MU3AeBaeTcs...

-OH He MOXeT 3HaTb, - 3anpoTecTtoBasa Muwenb, WWPOKO pacnaxHys rnasa. Bnag oTMeTwusn, 4to KO-
)Xa ee CO BPEMEHU YTPEHHEN Mepenasnku €elle CuibHee BbiLBena, NpnobpeTts cepoBaTbii OTTEHOK. —
He MmoxeT!

-Mo naee, ecnu 66l 3HaN, 9 AaBHO 6bla 6bl TPYMNOM, - NOXasa njaedyamu Bo3n6eHHbIN Byaylwen rete-
pbl, F1S49 KyAa-TO B Yrofl KOMHaTbl M 06HMMas CBOK PbIXKEBOJIOCY0 KPACOTKY 3a MnJieyun.

-B ntobom cnyuae s 6bl Tebe nocoseToBan ymTtu, - Bnag ¢ TpeBoron nokocuscs Ha ABepb. — A TO He
pPOBEH 4Yac, 1 TBOE npeackasaHue cbypercs.

Muwenb pewnTenbHO BbicBo6oaAnIacb n3 obbaTmin XKoseda.

-Yiay 5, - 3asBmna oHa. — CKaxy eMy, 4To roTtosa.
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[eBylwka 6bICTpbIM WaroM, 6yaTo 60sicb NepeayMaTh, Nepeceksa Kefbko, a y CaMoro rnopora Ha mMur
3agepxanacb. Barnsag ee nepecekca co B3rnsaoM Xoseda, M Ha 6nedHbIX LWEKaxX BnepBble 3a 3TOT
[€Hb BbICTYMU/ IETKUIA pyMsIHELL.

-Mpowai... - WenHyaa oHa U CKpblslacb B KOpUAOPE.

CekyHay Bnap cmoTpen Ha 3ax/10MHyBLYHOCS ABePb, NOTOM obepHysica K Xo3sedy. ToT cTosin, Hacy-
MUBLUNCB, HaMpPSI>)XEHHbIA U MpPayYHbI, MOKYCbiBas HUXHIOW ryby.

-Tbl HWYEro He HaMepeH NpeanpuHAaTL? — cepamnTo ocBegoMuncs Bnaa. - MNossonuilb el cTaTb... CTaTb
reTepoM? — NapeHb €4Ba cAepPXaJiCAa, Ha A3blK MPOCKUI0OCb C/TOBLO NMOKpeENYe.

XKozed nogHsm Ha Hero TsXXenbl B3rnaa.
-A YTO Tbl NpeanaraeLwb? — 3710 CNPOCU/ OH.

-Hnuero, - dbipkHyn OHOWaA. — S He 0653aH 4YTO-TO Npeasaratb. He Mosa aeBylwka cobupaeTcs cTaTb
..., @ TBOS. Inn Muwenb He TBOSA AeByLWKa? A NpoCcTo BpeMeHHoe pa3BfiedeHmne? Tak, CKpacuTb Cypo-
Bble 6yaHWU CTpaxa nopsiaka?

Brnag v cam noHMMan, 4to nepervbaeT nasky u yxe OTKPOBEHHO XaMWT, OAHAKO TepreHue ero 6bisio
Ha ncxone. HEBO3MOXHO MOCTOSAHHO yAEpXMBATbCA Ha rpaHu B3pbiBa, rnotas o6uabl U NPUTBOPSASCh
CMOKOWHbIM. HacTynmuT MOMEHT, U NMPUPOAHbIN TEMNEpaMeHT AacT o cebe 3HaTb.

Xosed cmoTpen Ha cobecegHuka c 6elleHCTBOM, NMOTEPSIB MPUBbLIYHOE caMoobnagaHune (Hacko/ibKo
HaurpaHHbIM 6b1710 OHO?..).

-Jlto6ori Mo 6YHT obpeyeH Ha Heyzauy, - XpUMJio BbIFrOBOPU/ OH. — 3aKOHUYMTCA TEM, YTO ee 3arnpyT B
rnoasemesnbe, a MeHs ybbioT.

-Tbl yepecuyp TpsicelwbCsl Hah COHBCTBEHHOM XW3HbI, - npoueann Bnaa, kpues rybbl B npesputenb-
HOW ycMewke. — Tbl NepeoueHMBaeLlb CBOK CTOMMOCTb.

XKosed xonoaHO ynblbHYyACS.
-5 penictBuTEeNnbHO 6010CH cMepTH, Bnaa. M B aTOM — npuymnHa Bcex Moux (n TBomx) ben.
XXX

Bnan nexan Ha KpoBaTu, rmmaada Ha BuagnMmyro eMy oTCcioga 4aCtb HOYHOIo He6a, M NblTanca nepecyun-
TaTb 3Be34bl. OH OTroHsa Ntobble MbIC/TK, COCpPpeaoToYMBLLINCL Ha noagcyHeTe CBEPKaKWMX TOYEK Ha
TEMHOM MOJI0THE He6ec, CNOBHO 3TO 3aHATME 6bINo rnepBOCTENeHHbLIM NO BaXHOCTU. U ocobeHHo cTa-
paTeNbHO MapeHb OTroHANT MbIC/IN O e[e. OH noyTun coXXasien, 4YTo OTKa3alJica OT JIMNKOWM Kaluw paaun
KOPOTKOro ceBnaaHua c Mwuwenb - OT rosoga Kpy>Xwunacb rosioea M CUJibHO TOLWWHWNO.

«[lypaukas pelleTka, - BAsio Ayman Bnaa. — M3-3a Hee 1 He BUXY TOJIKOM HUYEro...»

Pazfnancs Wwenyok, 1 loHoLWa NepeBen NIeHUBbIN B3rNsS4 Ha UCTOYHUK WyMa. [IBepb cnerka npuoTKpbi-
nacb, U B 06pa30oBaBLUYlOCA Wenb 61eAHas pyka YTo-TO MNPOTO/IKHY/1a U MTHOBEHHO McYye3na.

OKONO MMHYTbl MMIEHHUK MpPA4YHO M3y4an HEMOHSTHbIN 6enblii NpeaMeT, OCTaBMeHHbI HeBeAOMbIM
rOCTEM, MOTOM CO B3J0XOM MOAHSAICS.

benbiM npegMeToM oKasascs 6YMa)KHbIl7I rMakeT, MOJHbIN paccbin4aToro cnagkoro nevyeHbs.

-XKosed... - ¢ nevyanbHon ynblbkon npobopmoTan Bnajg, CHOBa YCTPOMBLUMCb Ha KpPOBaTW U XaAHO
NPUHSABLUNCH 3@ yroweHue. — 3HayuT, OH MOHMMAET, YTO 4 Mpas...

HoO HM NakoMCTBO, HM OCO3HaHMe COHBCTBEHHOWM MPaBOTbl HE CMOIM CYLLECTBEHHO YNYYlIUTb €My Ha-
cTpoeHune. Kakas pasHuua, npusHan nam Xosed owmbky? Muwenb He BEpPHYTb, CAULIKOM MO34HO...
KocTs oT6blN1 B HEM3BECTHOM HamMpaB/AEHUN U, KaXKeTCs, COBEPLIEHHO No3abbln 0 6bI/1I0M TOBapULLE... U
XAaTb abCconoTHO HeYyero — pa3Be YTO HEBEAOMOW BOWMHbI, B KOTOPOM €My elle NpeacTOUT yyacTBO-
BaTb.

-1 nesepTtupyto, - npowenTan Bnag B TeMHoTe. — KnsHycb — 4yero 6bl MHE 3TO HU CTOWJIO.
XXX
YTpo BCTpeTuno Bnaga ooxaem.

YcTaBLWwuiA OT NOCTOSIHHOWM Xapbl NapeHb No-AeTCKU pafoBascs, BAbIXash 030HOBYH CBEXeCTb, U TOsb-
KO 3a 3aBTpakoM MoAyMan O rpsaywmx My4yeHusiXx Ha Kpbiwe. COMHUTENbHO, 4TO Henoroza 6yaet
[OCTaTOYHO BECOMOW MPUYUYNHOM, YTOObl OTMEHUTb 3aHSATUS U, CNefoBaTeNbHO, MPUAETCS MPOBECTU
BeCb AeHb noj AoxzaeMm 6e3 30HTa.
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MrHoBeHHO naB AyxoM, Brag BnepBbie 3a BCe BpeMsi NoAyMas: a He MpoLLe I MPOCTO PUHYTLCS BHU3
C KpbilWK 3aMKa?.. Ntobblie NpobneMbl TYT Xe NepecTaHyT CyLlecTBoBaTh!..

be3 Muwenb n Koctn ctonoBasi 3aMeTHO OnycTesia, XoTHd 3aBTpakaTb B oAMHoYecTBe Bnaay He npwu-
LI0Ch — K HEMY BHOBb nogcesn Hasap.

-CKkyyaellb no Apy3bsM? — 6e3 06MHSAKOB CMpOCKU/ LibIFraH.

Bnaa pasapa)keHHO Moxan njieyamu, MpavyHo YCTaBMBLUMCb B CBOM Tapesiky. Yero oH AenaTb TOYHO
He CTaHEeT, TaK 3TO OTYUTbIBATLCA — TeM Bonee nepen HUM!

Haszap ewle napy pas npeanpuHuMan nonbiTKy 3aBsA3aTb 6eceny, Ho Bnaa OTKNMKANCS C OTKPOBEHHOM
HEOXOTOMN.

-Tbl MPOCTO HeNAb KakoW-TO, - Pa303/IM/Cs, B KOHLUE KOHLOB, UblraH. — Tbl XOTb pa3roBapuBaTb
yMeewb?

-A Tbl YTO, MTYXOWN? — CEpAMTO OrpbI3HYCS Bnaa, ¢ HeAOBOIbHLIM BUAOM KOBbIPSSICb B Tapesike.
YepHble Bblpa3suTesNbHble rnasa ero cobecegHmka Cy3usnchb.
-Kak Tebs Tepnenn TBOM coceam no CTony? XOTS... MOXET, MOTOMY OHM BCe M pasbexannceb?

Hy, 370 yX cnuwkoMm — rno 601bHOMY HOXOM! BbinpaMuBLUNCE, Bnag ¢ cnnon oxan AepeBsHHY Tpe-
3ybyto BUIKY.

-3aTKHUCb, - C XOSIOA4HON APOCTbIO NMpoueann oH. — S Tebsa coga He 3Ban M obWaTbCad HU C KeM He
xouy! ScHo?

-Mowen Tbl... - Hazap ckpmBunacsa. — Tonbko Takoh 60n1BaH Kak Tbl MO CBA/IMTLCS C JloOWaAM Mo BpeMs
noberal!

Ecnu 6bl Bnaa He ycnen pa3BuTb camoobnagaHue npu obuieHnn ¢ Hukons, atn cioBa ctounu 6bl Libl-
raHy ec/in He XWU3HW, TO HECKONbKUX BbIOUTbLIX 3y60B — TOYHO.

-A TBOEW CMenoCTM He XBaTuio Aaxke Ha MonbITKy rnobera, - Bnaa KopoTko paccMmesisics. — Tak 4uTo
[laBUCb CBOEWN 3€/IEHbIO U MOTYM, TpaBosaHoE!

XXX
Bnan BcTtan B nocnenHeM psiay B MOSIHOM OAMHOYECTBE — YEMY TOJIbKO MopaaoBascs.

ﬂ,O)K,CI,b MOYTU NPEKPATUNICA, U BCE XE PEAKUX TAXENbLIX Kanesb, Nagarowmnx C CeEpPO-CTalibHbIX He6ec,
MapHO XBaTW0, YTOObl HAMOKHYTb M 3a04HO OKOHYaTe/bHO Pa303/MTbCsA. BrnipoyeMm, B Ty MUHYTY ero
pasgpaxkano un 31mno 6ykBanbHO BCe.

YueHnkn pasobpanu AepeBsiHHbIE MEUYN U BHOBb BbICTPOUIUCL. JIeHMBO noBTOpAs ABMXeHUs Xo3eda,
Bnag ¢ MpayHbiM no60NbITCTBOM paccMaTpvBan ero. 3a OAHY HOYb MX AJIMHHOBOJIOCBIA CTpaXx Kak
6yATO COCTapwuscsl, U ecnun paHblue OH BbIFNAAEN IeT Ha TpMALATb, TO TEMepb eMy CMesI0 MOXHO 6bIS10
[aTb BCE COPOK.

Mpowo oKoso noJjlyyaca, Koraa Ao Bnaga AoHeccs Kakon-TO HOBbIM 3BYK B O6LLEM LUYMOBOM MOTOKE,
M B MOMCKax ero UCTOYHMKA IOHOLIA HEAO0YMEHHO OrMIAAENCS U TO/IbKO MOTOM A0rafasncs B3rNsHyTb Ha
He60. Cpean cepoit Mrnibl 06/1aKOB BO3HWUKIIO TEMHOE MATHO, MOCTEMNEHHO YyBEeNUYMBaloLLEECs B pas-
Mepax.

-PobepT? - pasgancsa yamenaeHHbIN rosioc Hasapa. — YTo-TO paHoBaTo...

OpHako oHeMeBLIM OT U3yMieHusa Bnaa yxxe pgoragancs, KTo 3To. He BnonHe foBepss CO6CTBEHHbIM
rnasam, OH Ha6mo,qan, KaK MATHbIWKO npeBpauwaeTca BoO BCagHMKa — U 3TUM BCaagHUKOM 6bln BOBCE
He PobeprT.

Hae3gHWK 3aTOpMO3MN B HECKOJIbKMX MeTpax Haj Kpbllweln, U BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOLWME OLLIEOMSIEHHO
CMOTpenn, Kak oH 6pocaeT oaMH KOHeL, AIMHHOM TO/ICTON BEPEBKMU.

Y Bnaga nepecoxso BO pTy, OH NMepeBen B3rnsa4 Ha He MeHee nopaxeHHoro Xoseda. Ero kapue rna-
32 BCTPETUINCH C YEePHbIMU CTpaxa, 1 TOT XPUMNO BbIKPUKHYN:

-Hy uto ctonwb?! BeicTpee!

Pasom npuasa B cebs, Bnag suenuncs B BEPEBKY M 3a OANH MUT p.06panc9| Ao 6anchwpy|ome17| B BO3-
ayxe nowaan. AbixaHue ero cébunoce, cepaue CJsioBHO pa36yxno 1, Ka3asioCb, 3aCTp4asio raoe-1o B rop-

47



ne, Ho Bnag celyac He obpalan Ha NoAobHble MenoYn BHMMaHWSA. YCTPOMBLUMCL NMO3aAM BCaAHMKA,
OH, HakoHeL, obpen gap peuu:

-KocTs, Tbl reHuii!
- 3Hal0, - YXMbIJIbHYJICA TOT U C CUJION yAapun cKkakyHa Kabnykamu.

N cHoBa BeTep, Ha Cell pa3 CMellaHHbln C AOXAEM, YAApWUi eMy B NULO, U CHOBA rae-To BHU3Y pas-
[aBannCb KPUKW, @ OAHA U3 MYLIEHHbIX CTpen eaBa He AocTurna uenu... OgHako Ha 3ToT pa3 Kocrte
NnoHaaobuMI0Ch BCEro HECKO/IbKO CEKYH/, UTOoBbl pacTBOpPUTLCS B Hebecax.
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I'maBa 8. C gpyrom

MOKPpbI A0 HUTKW, NPOAPOriIniA OT NOPbIBUCTOrO XOJI0AHOIrO BeTpa, Bnaa, TeM He MeHee, YUyBCTBOBas
ceb HeOBbIKHOBEHHO CUacT/IMBbLIM. B KpoBu GylueBan aapeHanunH, a rybbl HEMPOMU3BOJIbHO pacTAru-
Ba/IMCb B ynbl6Ke Npy 0A4HOMN TOMIbKO MbICIN O SSPOCTM HUKONS, YyNyCTUBLUErO SI06MMYI0 XEpPTBY.

-A Ky[a Mbl N€TUM? — BbIKPUKHYJT OH.
-B o4eHb yIOTHOE MEeCTeuko, - AOHEeCcCsl, CNIOBHO usaaneka, B36yaopa)keHHblit ronoc Koctu.

psA3HO-Ccepasi Yepeaa CKan CMEHMAcb PasHOLBETHLIMU MOMSAMU, TSHYBLUMMUCS OO CAaMOro rOpM30H-
Ta. Bnaa rnsiHyn BHM3, U KanenaocKon Kpacok M opM HEBOJSIbHO 3aBOPOXW/ ero. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO
6bIJ10 CNeaACTBMEM CKOPOCTM, KOTOPYI pasBUM UX KPblNaTbli CKaKyH - CTPEMUTENbHbIV MOMET KPYXWU
ros10BYy M HEMHOIO MbSHWUII.

-Korpoa y»xe? - rpoMKo ocBegoMusiica b6ernew, nokpenye BUENMBLUNCE CNYTHUKY B MJIEYN.
-MunHyT 4yepe3 gBaguaTb, - 604po oTo3Bancsa Kocrs.

Bnag yxacHyncs. Mo4Tn nonyaca BepxoM Ha fowaau, Aa eue BbICOKO B Hebe — caMOoybuNCTBEHHbIN
3KCNnepuMeHT!

HakoHeu Baanun 3amasumnn nec, n Kocts KpukKHy, ctapasicb 3ariywnTb BOM BeTpa:
-Buavwe, gepeBbsa? OHM — TO, YTO HaAM HYXHO!

Ero apyr obneryeHHo B340OXHY/ W MPUrOTOBUICS K MOCNEAHEMY PbIBKY. MATb YyTOMUTENBHO AOATMX
MUHYT — U KOHb Hayasl HETOPOM/IMBO CHUXATbCS, BCKOPE OMNYCTUBLUUCb Ha HEGOJbLUYHO MOJISHY.

Bnaa cOCKONb3HYN CO CMUMHbI NIOWAaAM U TSHKeNbIM KyJieM MoBaawuCsa NpsiMO Ha MOKpYto TpaBy. Jlexa
Ha CruHe, OH CHU3Yy BBEPX C JIIOOOMbITCTBOM B3IMAHYN Ha NPUATENS, NULWb TENEPb MOSYyYNB BO3MOXK-
HOCTb KaK C/ielyeT ero paccMoTpeTb. TYHMKY KOCTSi CMEHMA Ha XWJIET, Ha Wwekax U noabopoake TeM-
Hena KopoTKas MopoC/b, @ BOMOChbl TOMOPLMINCL BO BCE CTOPOHHbI...

-Tbl pewnn oTpacTutb 6opoay? — Cc ycMewkKon crnpocun Bnaga.
KocTs cocTtpoun rpumacy.
-TyT 6pUTbCA LOBONBHO-TAKM TPYAHO, - NOSACHMUA OH. — CaM TakuM Xe CTaHelb.

Bnag HeTepnennBo OTMaxHyncs, cobcTBeHHas BHELWHOCTb 3aboTmMna ero B AaHHbI MOMEHT MeHblUe
BCero.

-Paccka3sbiBail, gaBai! — Benen OH, Aaxe He AyMas MNOAHMMATbCSA Ha HOMM U C YMOEHMEM BAbixas
NnaxHyLMin 030HOM Bo3ayX. [1o caMoi CMepTu 3TOT apoMaT acCoLMMPOBAIICA Y HEro C 3anaxoM cBo60-
Abl.

-CHavana 3aiigeM B Haln anapTaMeHTbl, TaM MOroBOpuM, - YKJIOHYMBO ckasan KocTs, KMBHYB Kyda-
TO B CTOPOHY.

-AnapTaMeHThbl?

Bnag HEOXOTHO MOAHSAACS U, MSHYB B YKa3aHHOM HarnpaB/ieHMWN, 3aMeTU NPUTanBLLYIOCS MexXxay Ae-
peBbSAMU XMXKXUHY - cCOCTaBNeHHasa U3 HeobTecaHHbIX 6peBeH, OHa b6bl1a egBa pasnmumma Ha oHe ne-
ca. lOHoWwa OTKUHY/ FOI0BY M pa3pa3suniics HeeCTeCTBEHHO-TPOMKNUM XOXOTOM.

-He 3aaupan Hoc, 3TO nonydle 3amMka, - XMblkHyNn KocTs, HanpaBnsscb K xmbapke. — TyT HeT Huko-
nsal

-DT0 TOYHO, - ynbibHyNcsa Bnaa. — MNMpocTo MHe cenyac BCe KaxeTcs oveHb 3abaBHbIM!

Y6paHCTBO XMXMHKM POCKOLWIbIO TOXE He OT/IMYanocb: rpybo CKOMOYEHHbI CTOoN, Napa TabypeTok,
oyar, NMOKOCUBLUMINCS MOCYAHbIN WKad, BMECTO KPOBAaTU — HECKOJ/IbKO MELKOB C CO/IOMON, MPOrasabl-
BaloLLleN CKBO3b CTapyto TKaHb.

-Mbl TyT 6yAEM XUTb? — YXMbIJIbHYJICA NapeHb.

-HeT, y Hac gpyrue nnaHbl, - cepbe3Ho npomsHec Kocta. — 210 BpeMeHHoe ybexuwe. [Jonro 3gecb
ocTtaBaTbCsl onacHo. Cioaa 3abpenaloT BCSKME XULLHUMKKU, a MHoraa bpakoHbepbl — noornacHee cammx
XULWHUKOB, KCTaTW.

Ho ncnyrate Bnaga, npebbiBatoLiero B COCTOSAHUM 3idopum, 6b110 HEBO3MOXHO:
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-Tbl C HUMK yXXe BCTpeyanca?
KocTs B3aporHyn ot nogo6HOro npeanosioxXeHns:

-Tbl 4UTO, HET, KOHEYHO. o MHe 6bi10 6bl 3aMeTHO... He xBaTano 6bl pykn unm Horu, Hanpumep. lMpo-
CTO MHe paccKasblBasu...

-JTO KTO Xe? — yamsunca Bnaa.

KocTs noxan nnevamu:

-Jonras noBecTb... [laBai s nNo-6bICTPOMY OpraHu3yl nepekyc, 3a 06e4oM 1 NOroBopuM?
MbiCnb O efe Bbi3Bana y Bnaga ronoaHbii cnasm xenyaka.

-F'eHnanbHas maesa! — c 3HTy3nasMOM Corlacuics Howa. — Hagetocb, y Tebsa HangeTcs 4To-TO MOB-
KyCHee 3eNeHOI pacTUTeNbHOCTU.

XXX

O6en COCTOSIT M3 TFPEeLKUX OPEXOB M KaKUX-TO CTPaHHbIX Kpyraswei, koTopbie KocTs cTapaTesbHO
npoxxapwun B ovare.

-A 4TO 3TO 32 KONMO6KKU? - ¢ NO6OMNLITCTBOM ocBeaoMUNCA Bnaa. - Ha KawTaHbl MOXOXMW.

-KawTaHbl 1 ecTb, - noaTBepaun KocTs, ¢ cunoi oxumasa B kynake opex. Ckopsyna TpecHyna, U na-
peHb MPUHSINCS OCTOPOXHO BbIHMMATb 30/10TUCTO-6EXeBbIV MaoA4.

-XXapeHble KalTaHbl Cbea0bHbI?
KocTsa HeonpeaeneHHo noBesn njieyom:
-OTW BMNOJIHE HEMJ0XMW.

Bnag puckHyn nonpo6oBaTb HeMpUBbIYHOE KyllaHbe. OHO OKasasoCb XPYCTAWMM M HE TakuM TBep-
AbIM, Kak C BMAY, HarnoMuHas No BKYCy 4yTb MOAropeBlUEe Hecnagkoe neyeHbe. BnpoyeMm, B cpaBHe-
HMM C paLMOHOM 3aMKa KallTaHbl MOT/IN CUMTATbCS U3bICKAHHbIM JTAKOMCTBOM.

-Tenepb XBaTUT yBUIMBaTL! — Benen oHowa, NpMHUMAasCcb 3a BTOpPOW KawTaH. — PacckasbiBai!

-A kTO yBunueaet? — obugenca Kocta. - Cnywan. Kopoue, korga teba noacrpenunu, s nonbiTancs
Tebs novMaTtb, HO He ycnen. Cnpgatanca B ropax U Ha CreaylLlWnii Beyep OTNpaBuUaCa Ha pasBeakKy.
Torpa-To n obHapy>Xus, YTo OKHa 3akono4eHbl, a Xosed XoauT B KoMNaHun ¢ Hukons. YecTtHO roeo-
ps, 9 Npuwen B oT4YasHue.

-A yX B Kakoe oTyasiHue npuwen ! - ycMexHysncs Bnaa, Ha MaHep npuaTens packanbiBasi Opex.
OcCTpble OCKOJIKM CKOPJYMbl HEMPUATHO LlapanHyin Koxy.

-B obuwemM, K yTpy s nporosogasncst U oTApaBUACA Ha MOUCKU MUK, Ha 0AHOM M3 MoJsel Halen YTo-
TO BpoJe orypuoB. o BKycy — TpaBa TpaBoi. MMeHHO Toraa s C HUM M MO3HaKOMMUJICS.

-C KeM - ¢ HUM? — He noHsan Bnaa. - C orypuom, uto nn?
Kocta nomopuwmnics:

-Hy, Tbl ckazan! C XyaHoM. CTpaHHOBaTbI TuM. J1eT copoka, 6poHeT, Xxyaon, 6neaHbin, Bce BpeMs B
yepHOM. HasBancsa marom.

-Marom? - ckenTnyecku yTouHun Bnaa.

-Oa. A yero Tbl yamensdewbca? HO 3TO HeBaxHO. OH MOSACHW/, YTO Harpas/SETCH B OAHY XWXXWUHY B
Necy v npeanoXua CoOCTaBUTb EMY KOMMAHUIO.

- TbI cornacunca?! — He noBepwun Bnaa. — Y MeHa npocTo HeT cnoB! Mano HenpusaTHOCTEN?

-3HaewWwb, MHe 6b1J1I0 B TOT MOMEHT nneBaTb, 6yab OH XOTb St0A40EA0M, - HEBecesio npusHanca Kocta. -
EcTb Heuero, NuTb ToXe, XUTb Herge, Aa ewe n Tebs BbI3BONIUTbL HE MOrY.

-5ICHO, - KMBHYN Bnaa, npuHMMaschb 3a ovepedHoln opex. — [MocnegHuit dakT HaBepHsaKa urpan pe-
LWwaloLwy posb B TBOEM MJIOXOM HACTPOeHUU. A yragan?

[pyr OKWHYN ero HeMnpuBbIYHO-CEPLE3HbLIM B3r/ISA0M.
-3ps cMeelwbcs. MHe ogHOMY 6bIS1I0 NMO-HACTOSAWEMY NapLnBO, NOBEPb.

-JlagHo, Npoexanu, gaBaw ganblue, - HEMHOro CMyTMBLIWCL, NoToponua Bnaa.
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-K cyacTblo, nogoeaoMm TOT MyXUK He bbin. HaobopoT, momor MHe. lNMopaccnpocun, s eMy BCe nepe-
CKasasi, U OH roOBOpPWUT: MpPUYMHA Ballel Heyaauu B HeyMeHun e3auTb BepxoM. [loobelwan 3a napy
OHEN WHTEHCUBHbIX 3aHATUI 06y4nUTb MEHS OCHOBHbIM XUTPOCTAM. lNMeparor u3 Hero noay4dwe, Yem ums3
PobeprTa.

-Pe3ynbTat Ha nuuo, - noaTeepaun Bnaa. - Ho 370 ewwe nonbeabl. PelwleTkn-To He aennchb HUKyAa.

-Hy pa, - wnpoko ynbibHynca KocTta. — 4 eMy TO Xe camoe ckasajn. A OH MHe — noayMan, KoMy MO-
Xelb A0BepATb MOMUMO cBoero gpyra. Hy, uto Tyt gonro aymatb? Muwenb n Xosedy. OT 4eBYOHKMU
nonb3bl Mano, a Bot Xosed... TyT cToM10 NOpasMbICNUTb.

-Ho y camoro Xo3eda Ttenepb sBHO 6yayT npobnemsbl... - paccessHHO NMpoTsAHyN Bnag.
JlMyo gpyra nowno KpacHbIMU NATHaAMMU.
-Tbl MeHs1 ynpekaewb? Jlyywe 6b1s10 He cnacaTb Teba?

-3aTKHUCb! — paccepaunncsa napeHb. — 4 He TO UMen B BUAY. S cyMTalo, Mbl UMEEM MpaBO Ha camo3a-
LWNTY.

OH roBOpuUT ropsiyo M CTpacTtHO, Ho ybexaan He KocTio, a, ckopee, ceba camoro. MbiC/lb O TOM, 4YTO
Xozsed, 6bITb MOXET, y)Ke MepTB, OCTaBW/Ia HEMNPUSATHbIA 0CaAOK.

-JlagHo, - OH pelwnTenbHO NepeBes pasroBop B Apyroe pycno. MNpoLwnoro He U3MeHUTb, Aa U B 1060M
cnyyae, rnyno 6bi10 6bl 0TKasbiBaTbCA OT cBO60AbI. — A KyAa NOTOM NMoAeBasics TAaMHCTBEHHbIN XyaH?

-BepHynca k cebe, - noxan nnedamm Kocts. — WU, kcTtatm, Hac ¢ Toboh k cebe npurnacun. Ckasan,
UTO XWBET B e4MHCTBEHHOM 6e30MacHOM yroJsike 3Toro Mupa.

-W roe aToT yronok? — BooayweBwuacsa Bnaa. byayulee nepecrtano KasaTbCs YepHbIM M 6ecnepcnek-
TUBHbIM. KTO 3HaeT, BApPYyr UMeHHO Mar cnocobeH nomMoyb uM? - Kak ero oTbickaTb?

-[l0CTaToO4YHO MpPOCTO, - He BMOJIHE YBEPEHHO OTOo3Bascsa cobeceAHUK. — OH OCTaBM/ MHe KapTy. Ha-
[IEel0Cb, Mbl CyMEeM B Hel TOJIKOM pasobpaTtbcs. Ewe Hayumn aobbiBaTb M FOTOBUTb KOE-KaKylo eay.
Hy, BpoZie 3TUX KaluTaHOB U OPEeXoB.

Bnaa 3eBHyNn M cnagko NoTsHyAcs. [JaBHO OH He npebbiBan B CTOMb 61aroCTHOM COCTOSIHMM AyXa...
Be3MATEXHOCTb... Kakoe 3abbiToe OLLYLIEHWE. ..

-JlagHo, nokasbliBal KapTy, M S Noiay, Yacok B3APEMHY. YMUPALO OT YCTaslOCTH.
XXX

Ha cnepytoulee yTpo oHM Havyanu cobupaTbcs B gopory. Bnaa cknagbiBan B TPSAMNUYHbBINA Y3€7 OCTaTKu
nposusumn, a Kocta TeM BpeMeHeM pblfiCs B NOCYAHOM LWKady.

-4YTO Mwewb? — NeHNBO NOUHTEpecoBancs Bnaga.

-Y>e Hawesn, - C YAOBO/IbCTBMEM MPOU3HEC ObIBLUMA COKYPCHWUK, BbINPSAMAASCbL U AEMOHCTPUPYS Ha-
X04Ky. B pyke y Hero cepebpuncsa AnVHHbBIA Y3KUA MeY C BUTOM PYKOSATBIO M KpacuBO OOPMIIEHHbLIM
3(ecoM, yKpalleHHbIM KPYMHbIM 3€/1€HbIM KaMHEM,

-OTKyZa crawmnn? — ceBWwuM OT BOJSIHEHUS roaocoM npowenTtan Bnag. — NopasutensHo!

OH Bcerga cumtan cebst paBHOAYLWHbIM K XOMOAHOMY OPY>XMWIO, HO B 3TOT MUI OLLYTWU/T HEBEAOMbIN pa-
Hee asapT M CTPaHHOE XeNaHNe MPUKOCHYTbCA K CUSIOLWEMY KITUHKY.

KocTsa ¢ ropaocTbto ynblbHyNcs:

-Mopapok XyaHa. MpolanbHbliii. OH ckasan, 6e3 opyXus B 3TUX MecTax onacHo. §1, kctatu, 6pan aToT
Meu c coboi, Koraa wwen Bbi3BOMATbL TebsA. Thl €ro Toraa NovYeMy-To HE 3aMeTU/...

-[la MHe Kak-To He [0 Toro 6bIJ'IO, - MPpU3HaNCAd napeHb, U NpuUATENnN pa3pas3nsinCb BeCesibiM CMEXOM.

Bnag no-npexHeMy McnbiTbiBan 3MMOpU0, M POCKOLIHbIA Mey B pykax KocTW TONIbKO yCUAUA 3TOT
BocTopr. Kasanocb 6bl, pafoBaTbCs OCOGEHHO HEYEeMy — W BCE Xe Y loHOWM 6blI0 Takoe 4YyBCTBO,
CNOBHO €My MOoAapunuv Kpbliibsi, @ BMECTE C HUMKW — CMOCOBHOCTb JIETaTh.

He ycnen oH HacnaguMTbCa XOpPOLWM HAacCTpPOEHUEM (LI,OBOJ'IbHO peaAKUM FOCTEM B €ro MVIpOOUJ,YU.I,EHVIM),
KaK 3a OKHOM npo3By4asin rosaoca.

-0Oro, KOHb! — U3pEK KTO-TO.

-Mo3anmMcTByeM? — NpeanoXxmn BTOPON ronoc, HU3KMM 1 6acoBUTbIN.

51



Bnan ornsiHyncs Ha nobneaHeBwero KocTio, KOTOPbIA B OTBET HA HEMOW BOMPOC LWENHYN OAHUMU Ty-
6amMu:

-bpakoHbepbl!

-0, uepT... - npowuvnen Bnaa, owyTMB He CTpax, a, CKOpee, 3N10CTb 1 pasapaxeHue. OCTaBAT ero Ko-
raa-HmMbyab B Nokoe unu HeT?! Mickoca B3rnaHyB Ha Apyra, napeHb notpebosan: - [dai mey!

KocTs HacTopoxunca:
-4YT0 Tbl CObMpaewbcs genaTb?
-MoHATUS He uMero! — focaanmeo 0TO3BasCA OHOWaA. — Ho TopyaTb TYT He HaMepeH!

KocTs HexoTsa mpoTaHyn Med, v Braj, Kpemnko CXKaB BUTYI PYKOSATb, HampaBw/Ca K ABepu, OT BCeW
Ayl Haaescb, YTO NPOM3BOANT BredaT/ieHue yBepeHHoro B cebe. C Ka)kabIM LWIAroM ero »xaxga pac-
npasbl yNneTy4ymBanacb, U rae-1o B rnybmMHe CO3HaHMSA yXXe BCMbIXHYAa TPYC/AMBas MbICAb: «A, MOXET,
Hy ero? lNyckan 3abupatoT nowaab!». OgHAKO B NaMsATU TYT Xe BCMN/bI A3BUTENbHbLIA cMex Hukons,
n Bnaa pewntenbHo B34epHYa noabopoaok.

MOKMHYB XUXWHY, NapeHb TOPOMJIMBO U3y4na 06CTaHOBKY.

Y 6nuxkaiwero AepeBa CTOS/IN ABOE HE3HAKOMLEB B AJ/IMHHbLIX niawax 60M10THOro uBeTa M LWMPOKO-
NoJibIX rofI0BHbIX Y6opax, HaABUHYTbIX Ha caMble 6pOBMU.

OOWH M3 MYXUWH, BbICOKMA M XYAOW, C PbDKMMK CMyTaHHbIMWM KOCMaMW, BbIMSAbIBAOWMMA U3-TOA
Wnsinbl, o6epHyscs Ha wyM. McnewpeHHoe ryboKMMU MOPLLMHAMWU NIMLO MCKa3niIoCb B AOBOJIbHOWN
rpumace.

-ba, rnaamn-ka! — n3pek oH cUnabIM, C/TIOBHO MPOCTYXXEHHbLIM, FOJIOCOM M XPUNJIO pacxoxoTancs. — Ka-
KOB BOWH, a!

Ero cnyTHMK, MOHWMXXE POCTOM U Kpenye C/I0XEHUEeM, ToXe pacTaHyn rybbl B ynbibke, o6Haxaa He-
POBHbIE XeNToBaTble 3y6bl C YEPHbIMU NATHAMMU.

Bnapa HEBONbHO NepeAepHyno OT oTBpalleHns. OH NOYTU MaHMaKalbHO 060Xan YNCTOTY M akKypaT-
HOCTb, W CypOBble CnapTaHCKMe yCnoBuMSA MNOCAefHUX HeAesb TOMbKO yCununu 3Ty Tary. JlmuespeTtb
CTOJSIb HarnsiaHble NPU3HaKWU OTCYTCTBUSA YC/IO0BUWA ANS rUrneHbl 661510 eMy dusmdeckn 60nbHO. «Hey-
XENn 1 9 CKopo byay TakuUM?» - C NAHWKOM NOAYyMan NapeHb, Ha KaKyr-TO A0S0 CEKYHAbl M03abbiB 0
ropasgo 6osee HacywHol npobneme, 3akn4vaBLUENCS KakK pa3 B obnagatensax rHunbix 3y6os. U
VWb TsSHXenoe xpunnoe AbixaHne KocTun, HaBepHsAKa NMOMHUBLLErO O MPO3SLLMUX HENPUSATHOCTAX, BEp-
HY/10 IOHOLLY B peasibHOCTb... Kakol 6bl HENpUrNsaHOW oHa HK Gbina.

-A Tbl, Kpyrnornaselin? — obpatuncs k Kocte Kpenbiw. TOT oTwaTHyACA. — [lyMaelwb B34Tb HaC rosibl-
MU pykamn?

-[a A X MacTep KapaTt3, obnaaaTtenb YepHoro nosca, - nonpob6oBan cocTpuTb KocTs, TWETHO CUNACh
nNpuaaTh rofIocy NPUBbLIYHBIN WYTIUBbIN TOH.

-B Xu13HM He cnbixan 0 Takon 6opbbe Kak KapaTs, - PbIPKHY PbIXXUA U A3BUTENIbHO nogHauun: - [da-
Bal, AaBan, AEMOHCTpUpyn!

OHM HacMelsIMBO CMOTPENM Ha HUX, ABHO 3abaBnsAscb, U Bnaa BHe3anHO pa3o3nusca. BbicTynue
Brnepea, oH noyaobHee nepexesaTusl MeY U pe3Ko ckasas:

-OdymaeTte, 9 He cMory ybuTtb Bac? HanpacHo! [laBHO MeuTan oTpybutb KOMy-HUbGYab ronoBy!

Ero yrposa OXOTHMKOB He Bre4daTtnuna. BbiCOkMin WwarHyn snepea, U B3rna4 ero ynan Ha adec meva.
B rnasax 6pakoHbepa BCMbIXHY/1 OTKPOBEHHbIA UCMYT.

-2T10 OH BaM nogapun? - BblAenB WHTOHaumen BTOpOE CNoBO, npowenTasl OXOTHUK.

Ero npudaTtensb, He4OYMEHHO MOKOCUMBLUMUCH B CTOPOHY HamnapHWKa, TOXe MOCMOTPesT Ha OpyXue B py-
Kax Bnaga v coaBrieHHO OXHYI.

-[a, oH! — rpoMko nNpousHec Bnag. MNMa1oxo NoHMMas, YTO MMEHHO TaK Hanyrasao 3akopeHesbiX 6aHaun-
TOB, OH, O4HaKoO, He cobmpancsa ynyckaTb NOABEPHYBLUMNCS LIAHC BbINTM nobeantensiMm nu3 COMHMU-
TeNbHOW nepeaenku.

PbI>XEBONOCHIN LWYMHO CrIOTHYN:

-3... 2 KTO OH BaM?
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-[BOOpOAHbIN O848, - TYT Xxe BctaBun Kocts.

Bnag ucnbiTan cTpacTHoe XenaHue NHyTb Apyra HOron: a BAPYr 3TV TUMbl NPeKPacHO OCBEeLOMJIEHbI O
POACTBEHHMKAX 3arafloMHOro xo3sivHa Meda?! Ho, yBbl, )XenaHWe 0CTanocb Hepeann3oBaHHbIM — €ro
BOMJIOLLIEHWNE B XM3Hb TOJIbKO NPUBNEKSIO 6bl BHUMAHUE K HENPaBAONoA06HOCTN BEPCMU O POACTBE.

Ho 6pakoHbepbl, HaBepHoe, 3HanM XyaHa HEMHOrMM fydlle camoro Bnaga, n 3aseBneHune Koctu nu-
LIMIO MX MOCNeAHMUX OCTAaTKOB XpabpocTu.

-Nlagbl, pebsTKK, Mbl MPOCTO WYTUIN, SICHEHbKO? — 3aroBOpPWI1, HAKOHELL, PbIXWIA, BCe eLle He B cunax
oTOopBaTb B3rnsag ot Meya. — Bcero gobporo!

OHM MOCMNELWHO CKPbIIUCh Cpean AepeBbeB. KOCTs CyAOpOXHO B3AOXHYN, Ka3asnoCb, OH TO/IbKO 4YTO
onosnen MapahoHCKY ANCTaHLNIO.

-CnaBa 6ory, npoHecno... - npo6opmoTan oH o6s1er4yeHHo.
Ero apyr o3agadeHHO 06epHyicsa K HEMY:
-KTo e Takom 3ToT XyaH?

-A kTO ero 3Haet! Ho HaM Hago ybupaTbcs oTcroaa, - KocTa, NoexXmnBLLnNCb, TPEBOXHO orngaencs. — A
TO ecnun noasaTcsa cabnesybble TUrpbl UM KTO TYT BOAUTCS, NNOXO0 HaM npuaetcsa! Bpsaa nn 3aewHnx
neonapzos obecnokouT agaatwka XyaH, 6yab OH TpUXAbl 3HAMEHUT 1 onaceH!

XXX

MWHYT TpUALATb CNYCTS OHU BHOBb OKa3a/INCb BbICOKO Haz 3eMJiei, NMepecekas NpoCTPaHCTBO Ha Mo-
C/TYLUHOM LLOKO/IaAHO-KOPUYHEBOM CKaKyHe. Bnaa y)e HEMHOro NMpMBbIK K UCMbITbIBAEMbIM MPU 3TOM
OLWYLLEHMSM: OblOLWEMY B JINLO BETPY, OFPOMHbIM KpblsibsIM, HE MO3BOISIOWNM YA0BHO YCTPOUTLCS Ha
CKONb3KOW CMWHE >KMBOTHOIO, K HOWLWMM KOJSIEHSIM, KOTOPblE€ M3-3a pUCKA CBEP3UTbLCA C OrPOMHOWA
BbICOTbl MPUXOANIOCH CXMMaTb C MaKCMMaslbHbIM HanpsikeHueMm. bornee Toro — oH Hay4duscs nosy-
yaTb CBOEro poJa YAOBOJIbCTBME OT MoJjieTa: B KPOBWU Bypnui agpeHanvH, a OCTaBfIEHHbIE Ha 3eMmsie
C/TOXXHOCTM U NpobneMbl TyT, B CTO/Ib TECHOM COCEACTBE C MTULAMWU, NPEACTaBS/INCL, MO MEeHbLUEN
Mepe, CMELUHbIMU.

MuWHyBLWIMeE MnofiYaca Apy3bsi MNOCBSATUAN XapkKoMy crnopy. CKAOHUBLUWCL Haj KapToW, OHM MblTanucb
onpenenuTb, B KAKOM Hanpas/ieHUN CnefoBaTb, M KaXAbl M3 HUX CYMTAN COBCTBEHHYIO TOYKY 3pe-
HUS €ANHCTBEHHO BEPHOW.

B koHue koHuoB, Bnag yctynun KocTe, ckpens cepjle COrnacuBLUNCL, YTO Y TOro mmenocb 6onblie
BO3MOXHOCTEN pa3obpaTbCsa C KapToh. M Tenepb, NbiTasiCb NMepeKkpbiTb BOM BeTpa, OH MPOMKO BeLllan
Ha yXO0 NpUAaTesto:

-Y6eaunwbca cam - g npas! N npuaetca Bo3spallaTbes!

-He npugetcs, - 6ecnevyHo oTMaxHyscs KocTs. — S 4To, NO-TBOEMY, COBCEM MAMOT, U Tbl 3@ YETBEPTb
yaca Nnydlle NoHsAA KapTy, YEM A 3a napy CyTok?

Bnan XMbIKHYN, NpeaycMOTpUTENIbHO BO3[EPXWUBAsICb OT KaKMUX-TM60 KoMMeHTapueB. Ocob60 YMHbIM
OH CBOEro ToBapwuLlia, Nno npaeae roBopsi, HUKOraa He cuyuTas...

MpoAO/IXUTb AUCKYCCUIO UM HE yaanocb — Braa owyTun, Kak Mbllwibl KOCTUHOrO Tesla BHEe3arnHo Ha-
NpsiriUcb, @ MFHOBEHWEM MO3JHEEe NPOo3BYyYasl U ero rofioc C NpopesaBlUencss TPEBOroM:

-3T0 yTO Takoe?

ToTyac HaCTOPOXMBLUUCL (34eCb CTOMMO B 0Oy CeKyHAY OXMAaTb BCAYECKMX HENpUATHOCTEN),
Bnaz BbITAHYN We, BCMATpMBasiCb BAa b B MOMCKaxX HeEBeAOMOW ONacHOCTU. osHoueHHoMY 0630py
Mellann Kpblsibs, CKpbiBalOWMeE YacTb BUANMOrO NPOCTPaHCTBA, U BCe-TakM MapHI0 yaasnocb 3aMeTUTb
Hebonbloe NATHO, oTNnevyaTaslleecs Ha Hebe y caMoro ropusoHTa HEPOBHOW YEPHUIbHOM K/ISKCOW.

-Ha Ty4yy He moxoxe... - nocne HefoNroro pasayMbs XMypo npu3Han Bnaa. — BbiTb MOXET, TaKoW Xe
BCaAHWK, KaK 1 Mbl?

KocTs HepBHO MOBEJ MJIEYOM — MEPCNEeKTUBA BCTPETUTLCSA C HE3HAKOMbIM BCaAHWKOM €ro BHO He BO-
oAyweBuna, Aa U cam Bnaa noHuMman: 3TUM Hae34HWKOM BMOJSIHE MOXET 6biTb HMKONA CO6CTBEHHOW
nepcoHoi. CxaB 3y6bl, lOHOLLA 3/10 NoAyMan: «B 3aMok A He BepHychb! MyCTb XOTb pexerT...»

MaTHO, NpMbANXKasACb K HUM, NMOCTENEHHO NpuHUMano 6onee yeTky GopMy, U BCKOpe CTaso O4YeBUa-
HbIM, YTO 3TO BOBCe He HWKOA4... N Aaxe He APYrov BcadHWK. W, cneayeTt ckasaTtb, Bnaa npeanoyen
6bl YBMAETb 3aKA4TOro Bpara.
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-O lNocnoau, 3ToO UTO, APaKOoH?! — ncnyraHHoO BblAOXHYN KocCTS.

Brnag B HEMOM YyXace CMOTPEN Ha YBE/MUYMBAIOLIErOCA B pa3Mepax MOHCTpa, HarMoMUHALWEro ru-
FraHTCKY SWepuuy - AJIMHOW MeTPOB AECSTb, C KOXWUCTbIMU KPbISIbSIMU U TPe6HEM M3 LIMMOB Ha Crn-
He. BOT yXe BUAHbI XeMUyXHO-6efble K/blIKU B Pa3uHYTOM CKansLencs nactm U CoJIHEYHble BITNKK
Ha MPOH3UTENbHO-3€E/IEHOM, CNIOBHO JTAKMPOBAHHON, Yellye...

-CBopaumBan, HeMen/eHHO cBopaymBan! — xpunno 3aopan Bnag, obpetas gap peyn. JINNKUA, YHU3U-
TeNbHbIN, (PU3NYECKN Napanu3yrLWMiA yxXac 3aTONW ero Co3HaHWe, He OCTaBMB MeCTa HU OAHOM
Tpe3BOW pauMoOHa/IbHOM MbICNIM, TakK 4YTO, MO CYTW, BMHUTb Apyra B MeanUTenbHOCTU 6blfo Hecnpa-
BEAJIMBO... HO KaK He BMHUTb NpU TakKMX-To 06CcToATENbCTBAX?!

-He mory! KaxeTcs, aTa netalowas yepenaxa 3armnHoTM3MpoBana Hawero KoHs!
-Torga npbirai! — BblIkpukHYyN Bnag, npe3npas cebs camoro 3a naHMYeCKUin TOH.
-Pasobbemcs!

Jluxopaao4uHo coobpaxas v pyrasicb CKBO3b 3y6bl, Biag oTBeN MOKpYlO OT noTa yesnky co nba. Pac-
CTOSIHUE HEeYMOJIMMO COKPaLlanoch...

BHe3anHoO OHWM Hayanu CHMXaTbCH, N OT YAUBJ/IEHUSA OHOLWLIA CUJIbHEE BMNWJICA MasbuamMn B naeyduv apy-
ra.

-MHe yganocb HEMHOro nNogunHUTL ero cebe! — npokpuyan Kocrta. — Ho BOT He 3Hato, Hagonro num!
Tak 4yTo Korga 6yaeT He Tak BbICOKO — Mnpbiran!

-A To cam He 3Hat! He nzobpaxan ymHuka! — 310 6ypkHyn Bnag, npekpacHO NOHMMas, 4YTO OAYypsto-
LWWA peB BeTpa, CoO34aBaeMblil, MOMMMO MPOYEro, MOLWHbIMW B3MaxaMu OFPOMHbIX KpblIbEB «/eTato-
Len yepenaxm», pacceeT ero rosioc, U NpusaTesib He yCnbilWnT 6poLleHHbIX B 3anase c/1oB. Bnmewuch
B3rN15A0M B 3eMJ110, NMapeHb TSHXeNo, XpuUnao Ablwan, MbICIEHHO YMONAs HeBedoMble 60XxecTBa YCKO-
pUTb HECYACTHYI JioWaab, MOX0Xe, COBEpPLIEHHO 3anyTaBLUYHOCS, KaKOMy M3 X035€B MNOAYMHATLCS.
«MckpeHHe coBeTylo BblibpaTb YenoBeka, - C UCTEPUYECKOW yCMELIKOM nogyman oH. — KocTta Tebs, no
KpalHen mMepe, He CbecT...»

tOHowa BpsAa nu npusHancs 6bl 1 camoMy cebe, HO ero HEMHOro 3ajeBalia pelwnTenbHOCTb gpyra. OH
NPpUBbLIK K NMAEPCTBY, NpuMBLIK, 4TO KOCTS MeHee MHMUMATMBEH, MEeHee CMesl... a BCA 3Ta 6e3yMHas
NUCTOpUSA, HavaBllas C POKOBOro npobyxXaeHns B HEe3HAKOMOM 3aMKe, nuwuna Bnaga TwecnaBHbIX
WASKO3UA - ero JIEFKOMbIC/IEHHbBIN N U3JTULIHE Becesbll NpusaTenb Aaxe cbexaTb yMyapusics nepsbiM!
MNMoacnyaHasa obuaa (unm peBHOCTL?) Npobyamna B napHe asapTt u 6pasaay, noa AaBNEHUEM KOTOPbIX
OTCTYNuAa NaHuWKa, U OH OMNATb B3MISHYN Ha KPbINAaTOro XMLHUKA.

[JpakoH ToXe naaHupoBan K 3emse, ynpsaMmo c/leays 3a CBOMMMU xepTeBaMu. Bnaa nocMmoTpen B ero
XKENTble, C Y3KMMM 3paykaMu, rnasa, u B3rNsS4 MX NoKasascCsd eMy OCMbICIEHHbIM U HEHaBUASLLMM.
Pa3sbirpanocb Boobpa)keHne Ha HepPBHOM NoO4YBE?..

-MHe HyxeH Mey! — OTpUHYB NocneAHMe COMHEHMS, FPOMKO CKasas toHOLWa, CKIOHUBLINCHL K KocTe.

OTBeTUTb TOT He ycrnen - 3Mel HaBUC B MeTpe Haj HUMU, 1 Bnaga okatnno neasiHon BOSIHOM TOLLHO-
TBOPHOrO yXaca. PasnHyB 4yAOBULLHYI MacTb, MOHCTP BbITAHY/N MOry4yto wet. Kasanocb, oH cTpe-
MUTCA n306pasuTb 370padHY0 YCMELWKY, NMO3BOMSASA MnepenyraHHon Aobblye BO BCel noapobHOCTSX
M3y4nTb CBEpPKaloLWMe B COTHEYHOM CBETE KJ/iblKW. MNpoKInHaa cobcTBeHHyo daHTasunto (KTo Mor no-
AyMaTb, YTO TaKOW CKENTUK U LMHUK, KaK OH, B MUHYTY OMACHOCTU MNpUNULLET YesioBeYecKne smMounm
0b6bIKHOBEHHOMY 3Bepto?!), NnapeHb MHCTUHKTUBHO 3aKpblsiICa pyKaMu, U B CneayLWwmin Mur ero npa-
BOe npeanneybe rnpoH3smna 6onb. OH 3axpunen, orfyLlWeHHbIN €10, U, YXXe Tepss CO3HaHWe, B nocnen-
HMe CeKyHAbl elle cTapasicsa yaepXaTbCsd Ha CrunHe nowaan. Ho, Kak U B NaMATHYIO HOYb HeyaaBlue-
roca nobera, 3Ta NonbiTKa oKa3ajacb TWETHOM. SHTapHble rnasa BCMbIXHY/AW COBCEM pPSAOM, U MUP
ncyes, NpoBasMBLLUNCL B NMYCTOTY.
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CnaBa 9. Tawuncwus

MepBOE, UTO OH OLLYTMN Nocne NpobyXxaeHus, - 3TO cnabbii s6N04YHbINM apoMaT. Bnaa ¢ HacnaxaeHu-
€M BAblXa/l ClafKoBaTbIM 3amnaxX, HEBOJSIbHO MeuTas o4yTUTbCS B 6abylKMHOM (ppyKTOBOM cany. TaMm
Maxjo MMeHHO Tak... OgHaKo Howuwee npeanseybe He Mo3BOJSISAN0 BCepbe3 MOBEPUTb B MOAOOHYHO
BO3MOXHOCTb, BOCMOMWHAHUSA BCTaBaau B NaMSATU Yepecuyp XMBO... [1pn MbICIN O APAaKOHbMX KJbiKax
M Ha peaKOCTb OCMbICNIEHHbIX SAHTAPHO-XXENTbIX ra3ax XuWHWKa Brnag B3ApPOrHyna M pe3ko cesn B No-
ctenun. 'ae oH u roe Kocra?

B3rnag napHsa yTkHyncs B 6n1e4H0-abpuKOCOBbIE CTEHbI, CKOJIb3HY/1 MO 6eeHoMYy MOTONKY M TOpOon-
nmBo obexan BCH KOMHaTy. lMpo3payHble 3aHaBeCKMU, TAXeNbin ABYCTBOpYaATbIA WKad, POCKOLUHbIN
TpenbsiXk ¢ TyMBOUKOlM M3 KpacHOro gepesa, 6exeBbli KOBEp, OrpoMHas NOCTpa, COCTaB/ieHHas U3
KPOXOTHbIX MO3BAKMBAKOLLNX XPYCTaNIMKOB, MPUYEM BMECTO JlaMMOYeK — TOHEHbKNE BOCKOBbIE CBEYM...
N, HakoHeLl, KpoBaTb, - WMPOKas, MoayTopHas, C LWENIKOBbIM MOCTENbHbIM 6enbeM LBeTa YepBOHHOIO
3o50T7a.

Bnag HeooyMeHHO nMoMoOTan ronoBon. Yto 3a HaBaxaeHue! OH onsATb MPOCHY/ICA B HEUM3BECTHOM A0-
Me! Hey>kenn BHOBb NepeMecTusicsl B NPOCTPAHCTBE U BPpEMEHU?

CTtouno emy 06 3TOM noayMaTb, KaK ABepb 6€33By4YHO OTBOPM/IAChb, M MOpoOr NMepecTynuia toHas Xo-
polleHbKas AeBYylKa C MMaAKUMU YepHbIMM BOJIOCaMK, MoA MpsMbiM Npo60poM OMycKalWUMUCa K
nnevam.

-Oe xa Blo... - xpunno npobopmoTan Bnaa, XoTsd, N0 CyTW, MONIOAEHbKAs BptoHETKa HUCKO/IbKO He Mo-
X0AuNa HU Ha pbbKeBOJIOCYo Muwenb, HX, TeMm bonee, Ha Hukons!

OHa oCTaHOBMWIaCb U HEAOYMEHHO BCKUHY/A TEMHbIE BPOBU:
-MpoCcTN? - ronocC y Hee okasasncs 3BOHKUM M MENOANYHbBIM.

-[la TaK, HeBaXHO... - NPOTAHYN Bnaa, pa3rnaabiBas HEe3HaKOMKY. HeBblicOKasi, TOHEHbKas, oHa 6bina
obnayeHa B 6€/TOCHEXHYI TYHUKY C 30/I0TUCTbIM MOSICKOM, YKPaLllEHHbIM POCChIMNbIO NEepPenBatoLLINX-
CA KaMHel. YepHble BblpasuTesibHbIE r1a3a 3aHMMaln, KaXXeTcs, MOMIOBUHY Nuua, U 3To npuaasano
JeByLUKe 0CobY0 TaMHCTBEHHOCTb, [e/ias MOX0XEN Ha MHOMIAHETAHKY.

-Hy, ecnu HeBaxHo... - oHa cnerka ynablbHynacb, n Bnag owenomMneHHO 3aMopran: OH HUKOrAa HU y
KOro He BuAen Takol HeyenoBe4deckn obasTenbHoM ynblbku, ga n Boobuwe He nogospesan 3a cobon
CnNocobHOCTb 3aMHTEPECOBATLCA XXEHCKOM yblbkon — 06bIYHO OH obpallan BHMMaHMeE Ha gpyrue, 6o-
Jlee oca3aemble, YepTbl BHELLIHOCTMW.

-Tbl 4oNro cnan, - NpousHecna He3HakKoMKa, YCTpauBasiCb Ha KPYr/oM TPEXHOrOM CTy/ibYMKE BO3/e
KpoBaTu. — Kak camouyBCcTBUE?

-Bce HOpMaJibHO, - BblAaBW/1 NapeHb, HE B CJ1aX OTOPBaTb B3rna4 OT JiMua cobecefHMLbl U OTYASHHO
ragas, Kak 3aCtaBuUTb €e BHOBb yan6HYTbC$I. — A KTO TbI?

-MeHg 30BYT Taucu4, - npeacrasuiach aesylika. — A t1eba?

Bnag npob6opmoTan ceBoe uMa 1 noynobHee yCTpouacsa Ha KpoBaTu, TYT e 0bHapy>xus, 4To obHaxeH
Nno NosIC — ec/in He CYUTaTb NJIOTHO O6TArMBaOLWMX ero naevyn n nNpasyto pyKy BUHTOB.

-TBOS oAexaa npesBpaTuiach B CyLUME JIOXMOTbS, - nosicHunAa Tancus n 6e33aboTtHo pgobasuna: - Tak
4YTO 9 ee NMMKBUAMPOBana.

Bnaa nepenyrancsa:
-Kak 310 — nukBnanposana?! A B uem xe s 6yay...

-4 nop,o6pana Tebe ogexay, - nepe6w1a ero «uHonsaHeTdaHka». - [loxoauna no AepeBHe, Halwnacb
rnapo4ka 31'Ib(bOB TBOEro TeNOC/N0XeHUA. [1azomep y MeHd OTJINYHBIN.

-Hawnacb napouka koro?! 2nbdos?!
-Hy na, 9 Beab anbd.

BpeMeHHO NUWKMBLINCL CNOCOBHOCTM M34aBaTb 4feHopasfesfibHble 3ByKW, Bnaa ycrasBunaca Ha Tawu-
cuio. EMy XoTenocb pacxoxoTaTbCs el B NMuUO0, CKasaTb, YTO OH HWKOrAa He rnoBepuT B NOAOOHbIN
6pen, HO OKpy>aloWwMn MUp AaBHO MpeBpaTuiICcsa B TeaTp abcypaa, n Bepcusa anbda 6bina He Tak yx
Henena Ha ¢doHe BceX mnpeablaywmx cobbiTnii! M NOTOM... ecnu oHa — 3/bd, MOHATEH UCTOYHUK ee
He3eMHOM npenecTu.
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-Y Tebsa kpacmBoe Teno, - BAPYr Npu3Hanacbk Taucusa, n Bnaa, O4YHYBLINCL OT CBOUX MbICMEN, MOKpac-
Hen n C NoAO3peHMeEM NMOKOCKICA Ha AeBywky. OH npekpacHo oTaaBan cebe OTYET, YTO BMNOJSIHE NMpU-
B/ieKaTeneH, ogHako GUrypy COBEpPLUEHHOM He cuuTan, HagesCb Korga-Hubyab npuobpectn addekT-
HYO penbedHylo MycKkynaTypy.

-A... T4e Tbl MEeHS Hawsa? — HEPBHO MOMHTEPECOBACS HOLWaA Moc/ae CeKyHAHOro konebaHusa - BbisiC-
HATb, HACKOJ1IbKO ﬂOﬂ,pOﬁHO n3y4dumsna rocrenpunmnMHas X035MKa ero Teno, XesaHus He BO3HUKJIO.

-B necy Henoganeky. No-BMANMMOMY, Tbl ynan c 60/blION BbICOTbl. ECM 6bl HE [IepeBbS, KOTOPblE
CMArYUIN TBOE NPU3EMIIEHME... MPaBAa, OHWN XXE 1 oLapanann Tebsa BCero...

-A 60nblle HUKOrO He 6b110? — B3BO/IHOBAHHO CNpocui Bnaa, npoBoas KOHYMKaMM nanbleB Mo ucua-
panaHHol ckyne (Masio eMy OTMETMHbI OT MJIETKM 3TOro cagucral).

-HeT... 60nblWe HNUKOrO... - OHa YyTb HaxMypunacb. — A gosmxkeH 6bii 6bITb?

Brnaza B34OXHY/ M CHOBA@ OTKMHYJICS Ha NOAYLUKMW.

-He 3Hato... Ha Hac Hanan ApPaKoH... - COBCTBEHHbIN pacckas nokasaJsics eMy HenpaBAonoA0bOHbIM.
-Tbl NMeelWwb B BUAY npencrasmtenst Hapona 3MeeB? — yTouHUNa AEBYLUKA.

MapeHb C UPOHUEN B3rNSHY/ Ha Hee:

-Hapona 3meeB! be3amosrnoe 4yyaoBuLLe, 1 TONbKO...

Tancus octanacb CeEpbe3HOMN.

-Yyposuwe - ga. Ho He 6e3mo3rnoe. 3TO BNOJSIHE pa3yMHbIA HApPOA.

-Ewe ckaxu, 4To OH 1 pasroBapuBaTb yMeeT! — ¢ nusgeskon nogaen Bnag.

-YMeeT, KOHeYHO, - KMBHY/ AeBywka.- OTKyaa Tbl pOAOM, €C/IM HEe 3HaelWb O TaKUX 3/1EMEHTaPHbIX
Bewax?

-C YKpauHbl, - HeLO0BOJ/IbHO NpoBopYan Howa. Kakasa-To AeBUYOHKa B34yMana yuuTb ero!
2nbd yAMBAEHHO NoXana XpynkuMn nievyamu:

-Hukorga He cnbiwana. Bnpoyem, nagHo. Ecnmn BkpaTLe, CYLLECTBYIOT YeTbipe Hapoaa: ataun, anbdol,
3Meun N AEMOHBbI.

-Kakune euwle gemMoHbl? — GblpkHYNn Bnaa. — Ayxu, 4to nu?

-He coBceM, - noka4dana rososor Tancms. — JOBONbHO ANKUI U HEOOY34aHHbIA HApo4, YTO, BMPOYEM,
HeyaAMBUTENbHO, €C/IN YYeCTb, YTO NOC/eAHME CTONETUS OHN OBPETalnTCHA B YepPHbIX Ablpax.

-DTO KOTOpble B KOCMOCE? — HacMeLMBo yTo4YHWA Bnaga.

-IMeHHO, - B ronoce cobecefHULibl NPOPE3anocb pasfpaKeHue. — YTo-TO Tbl C/AULLIKOM CKEMTUYHO
HaCTpOEH.

-N3BMHM! — cnoxBaTuics TOT. M yero OH 3aBenica? DTa KpacoTKa SIBHO He mpuyacTHa K npoucLlecT-
BUIO C HUM! N NOTOM... y ApaKOHa AeNCTBUTENbHO 6bln Yepecdyp OCMbICNEHHbIA B3rns4... — S NpocTo
yCTan oT HEOXNAAHHOCTEN.

[eBylika cMmarymnacs.
-3aBTpakaTtb bygewsb?

-Ecnn He XapeHbiMM KalwTaHaMM U He 3efleHblo, TO — C yaoBosbcTBMeM! — 3aasun Bnag c sHTy3mas-
MOM.

Taucua 3acmesanacb, M NapeHb TOXe YCMEXHYCS, Hacnaxzaascb ee ynblbkon. 3nbd, TOYHO anbd! U
MoYyeMy OH YCOMHWICHA?

-B TakoM cnyyae g nonay, NpuUroToBlo, a Thbl MOKa OAEHLCS, - Befena, NogHMMasCb, o4apoBaTe/ibHas
6ptoHeTKa 1 ykasana Ha 6exeBblli NydunK Bo3ne Tpenbs)Ka, Ha KOTOPOM akKypaTHOWM CTOMKOM nexarna
onexza.

-Cnacmnbo, - ¢ bnarogapHOCTbiO OTKIMKHYICA Bnaa. — A nocne 3aBTpaka 8 nonay B Ball siec, nouLLy
npusaTens, - 3akaHuneas dpasy, oH owyTun cebs HEMHOro BMHOBATbIM. MOXET, OTKa3aTbCs OT 3aB-
Tpaka M cpasy OTnpaBuUTbCA Ha NMOUCKWU? HO faxe CTo/b HeornpeaeneHHoe pelleHue Bbi3Baso ronoa-
HbllA CnasM B Xenyake, M loHOoLWa, ycrnokaumeBas He BOBpeMs NpobyauMBLUYHOCS COBECTb, yTelluscs
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MbIC/Tbl0 0 HEO6XOAMMOCTWN 3aNacTUCh SHEPrMel nepes BCTPeYen ¢ HeBeAOMbIM. Mano in KTo BOAUTCS
B UX necax?

-Xopowo, 9 nonay c Tobor n nokaxy, rae Hawna tebs, - noobewana Tamcms, CKpbiBasiCb 3a ABEPbLIO.

Cepaue Bnapa 6unocb c 6elleHOn CKOPOCTbIO. YTO X, CKOPO OH MepecTaHeT XaNleTb, YTO OUYTU/ICS B
3TOM Mupe. Ecnn ero HacenswT TakMe o4apoBaTesibHbIE XEHLLINHbI, 3[ECh HE FPeX U 3aJepXaThbCs...

XXX

Opexpaa, ocTaBneHHas AobpocepaeyHol X035MKOM, OKa3anacb TSXENO0M U CAULIKOM Tension. K Tomy
ke, Bnag yyBcTBOBan cebs kpailHe Heneno B NogobHOM BMAe W A0SO B3A4biXasl, paccMaTpuBas CBoOe
OTpa)keHune B 3epKarse.

«KOCTIOM» He3HaKoMOro asiba COCTOST U3 YepHbIX LUEKOBbIX BPIOK, COPOYKM, YEPHOrO XXe, BbIlN-
Toro cepebpoM, nnaiwla A0 cepeauHbl MKP M yaobHbIX monycanoXxek ¢ bnectawmmm npsxkamu (Bme-
CTO OMOCTbUIEBWMX AEPEBSAHHbIX CaHAaNum).

-YepT, 8 C KaXabIM AHEM Bce HOMbLUE MOXO0XY Ha aKTepa B pO/siM Kakoro-Hubyap Jleronaca... - yapy-
YyeHHO npoMsMnun Bnaa, Boo6pasus peakumio KOCTM Ha OpUTrMHanbHbIM Hapaa Apyra.

«Ecnn KocTsa ewe XuWB... - BHOBb Mojafia rofioc 3atuxiwasi Ha BpeMs COBeCTb. — MOXeT, OH paHeH U
NCTEeKaeT KPOBbHO... @ S TYT TOpYY...»

OH HuKoraga He cumTtan cebs ceATbiM (OHO €My Hado?), HO BCE Xe He AyMas, uTo cnocobeH Ha Kpaun-
HIOKO CTEMNEHb paBHOAYLUUA.

-5l BOBCE He paBHOAYLUHbIA, - OTYETIMBO NPOroOBOPWJI HOHOLLA, BCTPETUBLLUNCL B3rN1S40M CO CBOMM OT-
paxkeHneM. Ha nuue 3epkanbHOro ABOMHMKA OTNeYaTasioCb CMyLLEHNE 1, OTYACTU, 3/10€ YNPSIMCTBO. —
MNMpOCTO HE MOry OCBOUTBLCS C MbIC/IbIO, YTO 3TO HE COH, M Hawu ¢ KocTtelh XU3Hu 60Mbllue HUYErO HE
CTOAT...

Mpon3sHeceHHas BCNyx ¢dpasa npo3Bydyasa pOKOBbLIM MPUroBOpOM, no Teny npobexan o3HO6, n gaxe
HOBOOOpETEHHbIN «MnaL» He CyMen COrpeTb MFHOBEHHO 3acTbiBLUEE TeNO.

XXX

3aBTpakaaM OHW B YKOTHOW, HAMOJIHEHHOW CO/IHEYHbIM CBeTOM, CcToa0BONW. Chirpana nmM CBOK Posb
ocobas anbdurckas marusa (Bnag yxe Huuyemy He yamBuacsa 6bl) mnm Takoso 6bl10 BAUAHWE YMESO
BbIMOJSIHEHHOrO AM3aliHa UHTepbepa, HO NapeHb HEMHOrO YCMOKOWICS, OYYTMBLUNCE B MMPHON obCTa-
HOBKE 3TOM MacTesIbHO-TEMNI0M KOMHAThI.

Tauncusa yxe cupena 3a CTO/IOM, Korga B nomeuwleHue sowen Bnag. HemMHoro HepBHM4Yas, OH 3acTbi
Ha nopore, oXxnaasa peakuunmn Ha CBOWM BHELUHWUI BUA.

Jesylika ynblbHynacs.
-Tebe oyeHb nAaeT.

-Oa yx... - npobopmoTan Bnaa ¢ HeBoNbHbIM obneryeHneM 1 yCcTpouncsa HanpoTmse, YTobbl He BbiNycC-
KaTb INLO HOHOW BPIOHETKN M3 MO 3peHuns.

-Yrouwaics, - npeanoxmuna anbd, ykasbiBas Ha pacCTaB/IEHHbIE TAPEsKU.

Bnaa c Tpyaom 3actaBun cebsa oTopBaTb OT Hee B384 M pacCessHHO MOCMOTpeNn Ha pa3HoobpasHble
6ntoga. B HeM TyT Xe C HOBOM CUNOM BCMbIXHYN ronoA. Xnebubl, AXeEM, XapeHbli KapTodenb, oMaeT
W COK CMOTpPESINCb CTOJIb anmneTUTHO, YTO XEeNyAOK HeC4YacTHOro rocTsa >xanobHo 3aypyan. lMapeHb
CMYLLEHHO MOMOPLUWUACA, 3M15Cb Ha HeyMeHue COBCTBEHHOro opraHusMma cobnwgaTtb npunuuuns. YTo
rnoayMaet aTa des o yenoBeke abcontoTHo 6e3 MaHep?

«5 paxke He 3Halo, B KaKOW pyKe AepxaT BUIIKY U HOX>» - CKOPOHO noAyMarn tHOoLWa, BrepBble B XN3-
HW WUCKPEHHE MOoXajeB, YTO He Bbly4ma OCHOBbI 3TUKeTa. XoT4... 6bITb MoxeT, 3ECb uHble HOpMbI
noseneHmna?

-A KyAa Bbl C ApYrOM HanpaBisieTecb? — Kak HM B YeM He 6bIBano, NoOMHTepecoBanacb Tancms, Hama-
3blBasi HA NPO3payHblii NOMTUK X/1eba He MeHee TOHKUIM CAoK AXeMma.

-K kakoMy-To XyaHy, - MPUCTYNMB K MOCbINA@HHOMY 3€e/IeHbl0 OMJIETY, C HabuTbIM pTOM OTO3BasCH
Bnaga.

[eByuwika 3aMepna € HaaKyweHHbIM 6yTepbpoaoM B pyke.

-Bbl C HUM 3HAKOMBbI? — HaKOHEL, HeAOBEPUYMBO OCBEAOMUIIACE OHA.
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Bnag paBHoaywHO noxan naedamu. Kak e gaBHO eMy He goBoaumsocbk obegaTtb CToNb CbiTHO! Huko-
N HaBepHsika ymep 6bl OT 3/10CTM OT NOAOBHOro 3penuuia: ero nbuMbii NNEHHUK ynneTaeT 3a obe
WeKn andHuuy!

-BoT Tak-TO, caamcTt, - npobopmoTan napeHb cebe noa HOC, MOTSHYBLIMCb 3@ KYBLUMHOM C COKOM.
Lleapo nnecHyB B hapdopoByto Yallky (pyKTOBbIM HAaNWUTOK, C yAOBOSbLCTBMEM AobaBun: - S Bedb
rosopui... s ewe 6yay npoboBaTb BCe TaKOMCTBa Ha cBeTte!

-He noHana... - TOHKO OYepyeHHble 6pOBM Tancuu B3MbIIM K JIMHUU POCTa BOJIOC, HAa XOPOLIEHbKOM
NMyuMKe oTpasmiocek HegoyMmeHue. — O KakoM caancre Tbl rOBOPULLbL?

Bnaa MbicneHHO Bbipyrancs. Yept! C Kaxaon CeKyHAOW OH NMpOM3BOAUT BCe bonee HeBbIrOAHOE BNe-
yaTtneHue!

-MpocTn, 3TO Tak, epyHaa... @ Ha cyeT XyaHa — HeT, 9 C HUM He 3HaKOoM. [pusaTenb MHOro BCSAKOro
pacckasblBas, HO JINYHO — HET, S ero He 3Hato. A 4To?

-Hwnyero... - 3aayMumnBO NpoTaHya aesylwka. — lpocto 06 3TOM KOonAayHe CTOJIbKO C/1yX0B XOAMUT...

-KonayHe? - noxanyi, eMy He yAanocCb CKpbITb HaCMeLLIMBOE HeLoBepue, U OHO OTYET/IMBO Mpope-
3an0cb B ronoce.

Taucunsa cysuna rnasa.
-He Bepuwb?

-5 y>Xe He 3Halo, BO YTO BEpUTb, @ BO YTO — HET, - YECTHO Npu3Hanca Bnag v KpnBo ycMmexHynca. — 4
MHOrA4a AyMato, YTO MPOCTO CXOXY C yMa... Uaun Crio.

-IHorpa peanbHOCTb CTAHOBUTCS KOLWIMAapoM, - corsiacunach 3ﬂbe.
XXX

Jom Tancum 6bin 0aHO3TaXHbIM, 6€/10-p030BbIM, @ KPOXOTHbIM caf nectpen knymbamu ¢ AUMKOBUHHbI-
MW LIBETaMM CaMblX pa3HblX OkpacoB. CaMa e AepeBHS 3/1b(h0B HanoMUHaNa 3aropoaHbli Nocenok ¢
N34AWHbIMU KOTTEAXAMU F,Cl,e-HVI6y,EI,b B AHIMINN.

-K necy natn Heganeko, - NponsHecna MUIoBUAHas 6pOHETKA, OTBOPSAS aXYPHY KaluTKy.

Bnan paccessHHO KUBHY/, C N06ONbLITCTBOM OrNisg4blBassiCb Mo CTopoHaM. Haa aepeBHeln nosucna Tu-
WKWHA, Ka3anocCb, 34eCb HUKOIO HET, KpOME HEro v CTpaHHOM AeBYLWKN-31bda.

-Ewle o4yeHb paHo, - TUXO MOsICHMNa Tamcusa, CIOBHO MPoYUTaB MbICIU CryTHUKa (a Bapyr?!). - dnb-
bl Hepeako noxaTtcst cnatb Mo yTpo. HeT HMYero ny4ylie NecHoONeHUn B 3B€34Hble HOUM...

Bnag ycmexHyncs, Boo6pasnB Kpaco4yHOE 3pesvLLEe: MOSIHOYb, FOPUT KOCTEP, @ BOKPYr HEro cuasT
npekpacHble AeBYLWIKW W aHrenonoAobHble HHOWKW, UrpaloT Ha apdax M MoKT Ha HEBEAOMbIX A3bl-
Kax...

Kctatn o a3bikax!

-Tbl Ha KakoM SI3blke pa3roBapuBaellb? — TpeboBaTenbHO cnpocmn Bnaag, noka OHW WM NO yCbiNaH-
HOWM rpaBMeM asjiee, HanpaesasCb K BUAHEKLENCS BAaAW apke, NO-BUANMOMY, 3HAMEHYoLLen KoHel,
nmbo Hayano AepeBHMU.

Tancusa 6pocurna Ha Hero o3ajadveHHblli B3rnsa.

-TyT BCe roBopsT Ha g3blke Jo0c!

- a Toxe? - naymunca cobeceaHuk.

-KoHeuHo! A kak 6bl MHaye g Teba noHMMana?

-BoT yX He 3Hato! Bonpoc, Kak a1 caM noHumaro 1ebs! Hukoraa ayman, yuto Bnageto A3blkoM Joc!

OHM AOCTUIN MONYKPYIOW apku 13 6en0ro rnagkoro KaMHsi C pO30BbIMU MPOXWUIKAMU, U Nepes HU-
MW OTKPbIICS TAHYLMIACS 4O CaMOro ropuM3oHTa Nyr, C/ieBa OTPe3aHHblii MyCTon Mosiocoto neca. Bbico-
KVMe AepeBbsi C HE3HAKOMOWM JIMCTBOM Mokasanucb Bnagy HECKONbKO 3/10BEWMMW, U OH Clerka no-
eXUCs — NepcnekT1Ba NPoryaky no 3TMM 3apocsisiM ero He BAOXHOBWA.

-A 3aueM Tbl BoObOLLEe TyAa nowna? — nouMHTepecoBasnca Bnag Bcnyx, ctapasiCb OTBMeYbCS OT MbIC/EN
O 1IeCcHOM yaulobe.

-C06V|pana Koe-Kakue TpaBbl, - nodcHuna Tancmsa. — OHU MHe HeobxoanMbl Ans LenebHblX HacToek.
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«Ewwe v BeabMa!» - ¢ HEpPBHOW ycMeLWwKol nogyman Bnaa, HEOXOTHO BCTynas noj KpoB AEPEBbLEB.
XXX

MepBoe BneyaT/ieHne OT NPOryJsiKu no secy 6bil10 HEOXNAAHHO NMPUATHBLIM. 34€Cb Lapuav noslyMmpak u
npoxnana, a Bnag ycnen mspsiaHoO cnapuTbCs B CBOEM IPOMO3[KOM OAESHMM M Tenepb npocTto 6na-
XKEHCTBOBas. DNbdbl, 10KHO BbiTh, YCTPOEHbI KaK-TO MHAYe, U UM HEBEAOMO, YTO TaKOe MOoT...

-TyT XXMBOTHbIE BOASATCA? — KakK MOXHO 6e3pa3nnyHee ocBegomuncsa Bnag. Tancmsa nckoca B3rnsHyna
Ha Hero, W nNapeHb, NOKpacHeB, HeA0BOIbHO Aob6aBwun: - Hago Beab 6bITb rOTOBbLIM 3apaHee!

-He BOMHYyiCS, ONAcHbIX XWBOTHbIX 34€Cb HET, - YCNoKouia AeByLUKa, JIOBKO BbiI6Mpas nyTb Mexay
[lEPEBLEB M YMYAPSASCb HE LUennsTbCs ANIMHHBbIM MOAO0SIOM 32 BETBU U Kostoukn. CaM Bnaa nocTosiHHO
3anyTbiBasCs B ryCTbIX 3apOC/isX.

«MNanoTckas ogexaa! B TyHMKe n To 66110 yaobHee!» - pa3apa)eHHO pa3MbILlIA/ HOLWa, B oyepes-
HOW pa3 oTAMpas KOJOUY BETKY OT cepebpsiHOM BbILWMBKU Ha pyKaBse.

-/ ponro Mbl 6yaeM Tak KPYXUTb? — XMYpPO CMPOCUA OH BCIYyX. - MOXET, NPOCTO OK/IMKHYTb €ro?
-OK/IMKHU, - noxasna nnedyamu Tancus. — XoTs Mbl MOYTM AOWAN A0 TOro MecTa, rae s Tebs Hawna.

-Ara, Hago nonaratb, KocTa Tak n cUAUT TaM Ha MeHeyke, Hac NoaXuaad... - CapkaCTUUHO NPOTAHY/I
Bnag.

Tancus obepHynacb K HEMY, r1a3a ee rHEBHO CBEPKHYJIN:

-MHe He HpaBWUTCa TBOM TOH. A He ob6a3aHa 3HaTb, r4Ae B AaHHbIN MOMEHT HaxoAMUTCS TBOW Apyr. 3To,
cKopee, AO0/IKEH 3HaTb Thl.

-[la nagHo, 9 NpoCTO NowWyTWUA, - cTywesancsa Bnaa. Ja, AeBUOHKA SBHO yMeeT 3a cebs nocTosTh...
Nx nepenanky npepsan 40 6011 3HAKOMbIN FOAOC:

-21n, Bnaa! Tel 30ecb?!

Tancmnsa MpoHWYHO B3rNsHya Ha CNyTHUKA.

-KaxeTcsa, Tebsa caMoro viiyT.

-Oa, ato Kocta! — TyT e BocnpsiHyn ayxoMm Bnag v, HabpaB B nerkue nobonblue BO3AyXa, rPOMKO
KpukHyn: - Koctsa, KocTa! Iae TbI?!

Pasgancs pafoCTHbIN BOM/b, TPECK, U MEXAY AEPEBLEB MOSABUICA B3N0OXMaUYeHHbIN KocTsa. XXunet ero
JIMLLNNCS 3aCTEXKU, Ha LEKe U 0BHaXeHHbIX pyKax asiefin CBeXxue LapanuHbl, @ B KOMNHE TEMHbIX BO-
J10C 3anyTaJiIuCb Cyxume NUCTbsl. HecMoTps Ha nlavyeBHbIM BUA, NapeHb cYacTNMBO Yynbibasncs, a ero
XKMBble Kapue rfnasa cUsin JIMKOBaHUEM.

-BnaasH! - 3a0pan OH 1 Tak pe3Ko X/J0MnHyA Bnaga no nnaedy, 4To TOT MOKayHyncs. — { yx gymarn, He
Hanay Teba Hukoraa... boxe, uto Ha Tebe HapeTo?!

-ONbOUNCKUIN Hapsa, - C HAPOUMTOMN HebpeXHOCTbd 06poHUN Bnaa v, He coepXXaBWUCh, MPbICHY -
APYTr YCTaBWJICS Ha HEro C KOMUYHbIM U3YMJIEHMEM, OKPYT/IMB rf1a3a U NMPUOTKpPbIB POT.

-Yero-yvero?

BmecTo oTBeTa toHowa obepHyncsa K Taucuum, HabnogasLwen 3a HUMU C MOSTHaINBbLIM JTI060MbITCTBOM.
-3HaKOMbCS, 3T0 371bd NO UMeHn Tancusa. A 31o KocT4.

Jesyuika ¢ ynbibkor KMBHyna, a Kocta nepesen HeaOBEPUMBbLIN B3MNS4 Ha NpUaTens.

-B KakoM cMmbicne - anbd?

-Hy, Tbl apemyunii! — cHucxogmtenbHo 6pocun ToT. — Heyxenu HuKoraa He ciablwan ob anbdax?
JlagHo, WyTKK B CTOPOHY. ECTb xo4vewb?

-0, 3TO euwe MArko ckasaHo! - B03OyXAeHHO BOCKAMKHYN KocTsl, MFTHOBEHHO M03abbiB 0 npobneme
CYLeCcTBOBaHUA 3Mb(}poB. — 3HaelWb, A TYT LUENY BEYHOCTb BPOXY, OCTAaTKM HaWMX MULLEBLIX 3ana-
COB ellle BYepa cben!

- nowaab B TOM ynucne? — nonHTepecosasncsa Bnag.

C ryb 6biBLIEr0 COKYpPCHMKA TOTYAC Crosisna yabibka.
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-Het, nowagb 9 He cben... Ho, 60t0Cb, OHa BCe-Taku He craciaacb. A-TO Yy4OM BbIXKWA, NpaBha npbi-
raTb NpPULWIOCK... S aaxe med cbeper, - U OH yKasas Ha WMPOKUN KOXaHbI MOSIC C HOXHaMM, U3 KO-
TOpbIX BbIriSAbiBana pyKosaTb Meda. — lNMoTepsisi co3HaHMe, korga npuwen B cebs, obHapyXun, uTo Tbl
onaTb nponan. Hy, a rae Haw KOHb, MOXHO /MLWb C Y>XacoM npeanonararb.

-Mpa, - nepegepHynca ot oTteBpalweHua Bnag v nokocuncd Ha Taucuio. — YTo X... YroCcTub MOero
npuatena?

-PaszymeeTcs.

KocTs Becb 3acBeTuCS, MOMMaB ee NMpUBETAUBYIO ynblbky, a Bnag c yamBneHueM oTMeTUs, 4YTO 3TOT
daKkT eMy oT4yero-tTo HenpusTeH. Heyxenn peBHOCTb? BriepBble B XU3HWM? N K KOMY — K Jlyywemy
apyry?! B ctune cnageHbKUX pOMaHTUYECKUX NECEH N KHUT...

XXX

Kocta Habpocuncsa Ha ey Tak, CNOBHO nocnegHun pas obepan rog Hasag. Bnpouem, B KakoM-TO
CMbIC/1e 3TO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO AENCTBUTENBHOCTM — B KOHLIE KOHLLOB, pa3Be OPeXM U 3e/1eHble CTPYUKM
MOXHO CUYMTaTb MNOSIHOLLEHHOW nuwen?!

-Mbl Teb6a HaA0/Ir0 HE CTECHUM, - 06paTU/ICA OH K YCTPOMBLLUENCA HanpoTus Taucuu. — MNpasaa, 6e3
nowaaun HaMm 6yaeT Hemnerko...

Bnaa neyanbHO NOCMOTpEN Ha roCTENPUUMHYIO X038MKy. EMy gaxe He yAanocb Kak cneayer rno3Ha-
KOMUTBLCS C HEMN...

[eByliKa ToXe Bbirnsaena HEMHOro pacCTpPOeHHOM.
-Bbl TOpOonuTecb? — rpycTHO cnpocuia oHa.

Bnag saHeprnyHo 3amoTan rosioBon:

-HeTt-HeT. MpocTto KocTts npag... 3a4eM T1ebs CTECHATL?

-MHe KaxxeTcs, BaM paHO OTMpaBAATbCSA B Takuve ANUTeNbHble NyTewecTBusl, - rsaas Ha NoavMpoBaH-
HYI0 MOBEPXHOCTb CTOMa, NporoBopuna anbd. — Bnaa ewe ToNKOM He NonpaBuCs.

-2TO TOYHO! — C 2HTY3Ma3MOM NOATBEPAM/ NAapeHb, XOTS U YyBCTBOBA cebsa BNosIHE HEMOXO.

KocTs nogHsA ronoBy OT Tapesiky € OMJIETOM, JIyKaBO B3M/ISHY/1 Ha Apyra M exMAHO NMoMHTepecoBas-
ca:

- roe xxe Mbl 6yaem B TakKOM Criydae XuTb?
Tancusa npmHsanacb BOAWTHL NasbLUeM MO CBepKatoLleln CTonewHuue, BbiNUcbiBas HEBUANUMbIE Y30pPhl.
-B MmoeM gome gBe KoMHaTbl. O4HY MOXeTe 3aHATb Bbl...

-51 He NpoOTUB, - MOMEHTANIbHO OTK/INKHYNCSA Bnaa. Ero oxBaTuao NMKOBaHWE, NOYTU 3andopus - Hey-
XeNnu Takas AeByllKa Morna 3anHtepecoBaTbcs uM?! Mnu... Bce aeno B Kocre?..

tOHOLWa HaCTOPOXEeHHO B3r/sHYN Ha Taucuio, KoTopas HakoHeL-TO nepecTtana uly4yaTb Boobpaxkae-
Mbll PUCYHOK Ha CTOSe 1 BbiNpsaMUaack. CUAOWMA pagocTbio B3M/S4, Ka3anocb, 661 OTBETOM Ha He-
3ajaHHbIM Bnagom sonpoc...

KocTa 4eMOHCTpaTUBHO 3€BHY/1 U C HEBMHHbLIM BUAOM OCBEAOMMUJICS:

A Bbl YBEPEHbDI, YTO S — HE TPETUN ANLLHUIA?
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Imaa 10. MwmpHOe BpeMs

MOTAHYINCb 6E3MATEXHO-CYACT/IMBbIE [OHM, 3aroJIHEHHblE AOCYroM M 6naxeHHbIM 6e3genbeM. Hu
Bnaa, HM KocTs HMYEM 0COBEHHbLIM HE 3aHMMasUCh, U BCE BPEMS Y HUX yXOAM/IO Ha Becesny 601TOB-
HIO, MPOry/sKM Mo Nlecy U Urpy B KapTbl. KapTbl, NpaBAa, NpULLIOCb M3roOTOBUTb CAMOCTOSITE/IbHO,
BOCMOJ/Ib30BABLUNCh HEHYXHbIMW Tanucum KapTOHHbIMKU Kopob6kamu. [Jambl C Banetamym Monydnnmch y
HOBOSIBJIEHHbIX XYZ0XXHUKOB AOBOJIbHO CTPALIHbIMUK, OAHAKO 3TO SMWb NpuAaano urpe ocobyto oCTpo-

TY.

MpuUsaTENN CbITHO U BKYCHO MUTAaNUCb, AOJIr0 Cnanu no yTpaMm, u orop4yano Bnaaa B CnoXxuBLUMXCs 06-
CTOSAITENbCTBAX TOJ/IbKO OAHO: ero OTHOLUEHMS C o4YapoBaTeNbHOW X03AMKOW KOTTea)a Aanblle MHOro-
3HaAYUTENbHbIX NepernsabiBaHuin 1 obMeHa ynblbKamMum Tak U He 3aLunu.

-Hy, caenai Kakol-HMbyAb peUTENbHbIN LWar, - MOCOBETOBas eMy ofHa) /bl KOCTS, KOorga OHW roTto-
BWUJIUCb KO CHY.

Bnan, cepanTto nonpasndAa nNpocTbliHO, HEAOBOJSIBHO OCBEAOMUIICSA:
-Kakoi, nHtepecHo? MNpusHaTtbcs B NtobBu? Tak nobsu noka HeT! MpocTo cunbHaa cmMmnaTus.

-A 3auem nbuTtb, YTO6LI NpM3HaBaTbLCA B NIO6BU? — UCKPEHHE YAMBWCA APYr, BanbsXXHO pa3BasjinB-
LNCb Ha COBCTBEHHOM MOCTENIN U C HACMELUTUBbLIM 1t060MNbITCTBOM cneps 3a COGGCGAHMKOM. - PaHblie
Tbl He 6bIN1 TakKUM LWeneTUAbHbIM. Tak 4YTo, nonarato, Tancus Tebe He NpPoCcTo HpaBuTCs... Hy He 3Hato,
npurnacu ee Ha cemaaHme, yTo nu!

Bnan pasbsapeHHO 06epHyics K HEMY:
-Kakoe ewie Kk yepTy cBmngaHme?! Mbl C HEM U TaK NOCTOSIHHO BMAMMCS!

-Hy 1 uyT0? - pe3oHHO 3aMeTun KocTts, B3bmBasa noayuwky. — Co cBoel nocneaHen AEBYLUKOW Tbl MO-
3HaKOMWJICA B YHUBEPCUTETE. C Hen Tbl TOXE MOCTOSAHHO BUAENICA Ha 3aHATUAX. PazBe aT0 nomewano
npuUrnacuTb ee Ha cBMAaHue?

Bnaa He Hawencsa ¢ otBeToM. CepaAnTO 3aconeBs, OHOLWA MJIIOXHYNCS Ha KpoBaTb M TOPOM/IMBO OTBEp-
HYJICSt K CTEHE.

Mpurnacutb Ha cBuaaHue! A ecnu Tamcus paccMmeeTtcss emy B nmuo?! Bce-Takm oHa — anbd, a OH —
rnpocTo yenosek!

XXX

Opyrne obutatenu OEepeBHW MNOKasblBa/MCb He4yacTto. W BCce-Taku npudaTenn ycrnenm 3aMeTuTb, 4TOo
XEHLWMWMHbI 34eCb NMOroJ1IoBHO KpaCuBbl, a BHEWHOCTb MYX4YUH OT/IMYHAETCA HEKOTODOVI CnawaBoCTblO.
BO3MOXHOCTb paccMOTpeTb 3ﬂbd)OB AeTa/ibHee NoKa He npeacrtasuniacb - npu BCTpeye OHU AEMOHCT-
pPaTnBHO OTBOpa4vmnBainNCb.

-MHe kaxeTcs, Hac usberatoT, - 3aMeTUN Kak-To 3a 3aBTpakoMm KocTs.
Bnag cocTtpous ckenTuyeckyto rpyMacy:
-Hy>HbI Mbl UM!

-OHn pgencreButenbHo m3beratoT, - HEBO3MYTUMO noaTeBepauna Taumcus, HamasbliBas MacnoMm xneb. —
OHM nepecTanu n co MHOM obLlaTbCS.

-Mouyemy? - nzymuncsa Bnaa. — YeMm Mbl Naoxu?

-TeMm, UTO BCero NUWb n0AU, - OTBETUNA AeBYLIKa, cNnabo ynbibHYBLIUCS.
Bnazg nokpacHesn v co 3N10CTbio BOTKHYJ1 BUJIKY B MOMWUAOP.

-Ax, BOT Kak! Mbl Manopassutasa nopoga, na?

Tavcua B3goxHyna:

-YBbl... N0 HallKMM MepKaM... 3TO Aaxe 3abaBHO, ec/in y4YecTb, YTO Mbl, 3Nbdbl, U camMn cobupaemcs
NpUCOEANHUTLCS K MIEMEHU ntoaen.

-3T0 Kak? — OT yaMBNneHus Bnaa gaxe nepecrtan cepanTbcs.
-MoHMMaelb, OANH KOIAYH KOrAa-To yroBopwus 3/1b¢hoB NponTH NyThb YenoBeka.

-3ayeM? - BMewancd B pa3rosop Koctd. — BbITb yenosek nyyiie, 4yto nm?
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-YenoBek MoxeT ctaTb 60roM. 3nbd - HeT, - cepbe3Ho nosicHwuia Taucusa. — lMpaBaa, Ha 3TO MOryT
YATU MUNMOHbI NET...

-0, 3aMaHumMBas nepcnekTmBa! — capkaCTU4HO BOCKAMKHYN KocTa. — Kakas pasHuua, 4Tto byaer ye-
pe3 MUSIMOH NeT? JTtoaAn CTONIbKO He XNBYT!

-)XXuByT... [lpaBaa, He Bceraa rnMoMHA4T...
KocTs n Bnaa ckenTuyeckn nepernsgHyincb.

-A BOT 3/1bMbl XUBYT B OJHOM N TOM K€ 06/IMKE A0Nrne ThicadeneTus, a ymmpasl, cpasy BO3BpallaloT-
ca TyAa, oTKyAa NpULLIN M3HavanbHo.

-U Kypa xe? — 0o4HOBPEMEHHO CNPOCUNN APY3bS.

-CyunTaeTcs, YTO Mbl CTAHOBUMCS 3Be34aMMu...

Bnapg coaporHyncs:

-Toraa AeCTBMTENbHO Ny4lle CTaTb YeN0BEKOM. BnceTb B KOCMOCE M CUATb — 3TO X KowmMmap!

-BoT HekoTOpble U3 3J'Ib(beB, M 4aBTOM Ynucne, n cornacuincCb OI'IpO6OBaTb naoerw 3Toro... M-M... rocno-
AnHa. Mbl MOKUHYW Hall MUP U MOCeNNINUCh 34€eCh.

-Moroawn, - Bapyr BcTpeneHyncsa Kocta. — Tbl Xouelwb cka3aTb, Tebe Thicava net?!
-4yTb MeHbLlUe, - KMBHYA AeByLlwKa. — NpaBaa, 34eCb 9 XXUBY BCEro napy CTtoneTun.

-Bcero! - owenomneHHo npobopmoTan Bnaa v notpsic ronosoi. MNMonyyeHHas nHdbopMaums He yKnia-
AblBanacb y HeEro B rosioBe. — 3Haellb, Tbl HEMMOXO coxpaHunack! bonblie BoceMHagLaTn U He fallb!

KocTa HepBHO 3acMesncs. Tamcusa e octanacb CeEpbe3HOMN:

-Onbdbl HE CTapetoT.

MoBMCNO HENOBKOE MOTYaHUeE, KOTOPOE MUHYTY CNYCTS HapyLnn HeyBepeHHbI KOCTUH ronoc:
-A KaK Tbl HAMepeHa CTaTb YeN0BEKOM?

-bnarogaps npomsBeaeHHOMY Marom obpsay Mbl CTaau CMepTHOM MOpoAoN, - OTO3Basiacb Taucus. —
Bonee Toro, nocne cMepTn Kaxablit U3 Hac obpaTutcs B NTuly. MNMoka Mbl 6yaem B nogobHoMm obnuke,
Mbl COXPaHMM CBOI MaMATb M 4YyBCTBa. A Mocse MOBTOPHOM CMEpPTM HaYHETCHA UMK/ YesioBeyYeckux
rnepepoXXaeHuin.

Barnsa Tancum nepecekcs co B3rnsaaoM Bnaga, v mapHIO Mokasanocb, YTO B YepHbIX rnasax afbda
3aTtamnacb rpycrb.

XXX

Bnag npocHyncs BHe3amnHo, Kak OT yAapa, U IBHO OYeHb paHO - Y JIMHUN FOPU30HTa TOJIbKO-TOSIbKO
HaMmeTmnocb ronybosaToe npeapacCcBETHOE CUSIHWE, uAeanbHO AOMOJHSBLUEe Lapswylo BOKPYF COH-
HYIO TULWKHY. B okyTaBlweM KoMHaTy 6e3MoNBUKN 6bI1I0 YTO-TO TAUHCTBEHHOE U MOYTM NOTYCTOPOHHEE,
n paxe mepHoe KOCTMHO AbixaHue HanmoMKHaIo OrfiyLwnTeNbHbIN Xpar.

LLnpoko 3eBas n ragas 06 MCTOUYHMKE 3araloMHOro LWyMa, BbIHYAUBLUErO 3aKOPEHENYI «COBY» MOA-
HATbCS B HECYCBETHYIO paHb, NMapeHb nepeoaescsa B LWenkoBble 6ptoku. MNMokonebaBlIMCh A0 MFHO-
BEHWSl, OH BCe-Taku He cTan obyBaTbCs, a TSXKENYI HaKMAKY M BOBCe OoCTaBun 6e3 BHMMaHus, nocne
yero TMXO, CTapasiCb He LWYMeTb, MOKWUHYN KOMHaTY.

CnanbHs Tancumn, kypa Bnag HepewmnTenbHO 3araisHya no nyTu, 6blna nycrton, a noctenb — He paso-
6paHHoOM. O3agavyeHHO HaXMypUBLLUWCbL, FOCTb TOPOMINMBO obollen BeCcb AOM, HEPBHO pacrnaxmBas Ka-
XAYH ABEpb, 04HAKO AEBYLUKW HUrAe He 06Hapyxun.

«Kyna oHa oTnpasuiacb Ha pacceBeTe? A MOXET... MPOCTO He HoYyeBasa AoMa?.. — C JIerkuM pasgpa-
KeHMeM nogyMasn OH, He Xenasi Npu3HaBaTb, YTO peBHyeT. — OcTanacb y Kakoro-Hnbyab anbda...»

CepAUTO pasMmbilNAs O BETPEHOCTU KpacoToK, Bnaa Bbillen Ha ynuuy M HEAOBOSIbHO OrMSAENncs no
cTopoHaM. [lepeBHsl elwe He npobyaunacb OTO CHA, M YHOTHble KOTTEAXW Kas3asMCb HEXWUbIMU U
MepTBbIMU. KOHOLWA cnerka Noexuncsa - B CTOJb PaHHWUI Yac BO3AyX He ycrnen HanuTaTbCs TensioM, U
NefIEHNCTas YTPEHHSS CBEXECTb Bbi3Basla CMYTHOE XeflaHWe BepHYTbCA 3@ 6apxaTHbIM «XanaToMm».
MNepecunmB MUMOJIETHYIO C1aboCcTb, MapeHb HanpaBuica K 6en0-po30Bol apKe.

XXX
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JocTnurHye npenenoB gepesHu, Bnag ¢ COMHEHMEM KOCHYJICS HOCKOM HOIMM BAI@XXHOW POCUCTON TpaBsbl.
Kyna oH, cobcTBeHHO, cobupaeTtca uaTtm? Mporynkm Ha paccBeTe, Aa eue U B NoJIHOM OAMHOYECTBE,
TOYHO He Ans Hero!

PaccesaHHble MbIC/IN MpepBan 3BOHKUIN XEHCKUI cMex. B3aporHys, napeHb BbIMPAMUICA U BCKUHY
ro/ioBy, cepue npoTMB BOMM 3abunock 6bicTpee.

Mo cbipoi TpaBe 6eclwlyMHO cTynana Tamcus. Brna)kHble BONOCbI HEMOCAYLHbLIMX CO CHa BUXpaMu J10-
XUNNCb el Ha ywwu, nonyobHaxeHHoe 6enocHeXHoe Teno, U3rmbbl KOTOPOro HUYYTb HE CKpbiBasa
npo3payvHas Hakmaka, MArko Mepuasio B MepBbiX Jlydax COJIHLUA KanesbKaMu pocbl, HanoOMUHaKLWNUMM
npudyanuebie 6punnmnaHTbl. Y Bnaga nepexBaTuno AbiXxaHue, B /MU0 Bpocunacb KpoBb, a B rpyaum,
Ka3asloCb, B3opBasncs gerepBepk.

OCTaHOBMBLUMCb B HECKOJIbKMX Liarax OT lHOWM, Taucms CKIOHWMa rofioBy Habok M 4YyTb YNbIGHY-
nachb:

-Tbl MeHA pa3sbickan. f 3Hana, YTo paHoO MW MO3AHO 3TO MPOU30UAET.
Brag XoTen 4To-TO OTBETUTh, HO CyMes M34aTh INLb HEBHATHbIA XpuUn.

-9 npuHUMaK yTpeHHue omoBeHus. Poca o4veHb uenebHa. Xouyewb I'IpMCOGLI,MHMTbCFI? - W AeBYyLWKa
NMPpOTAHYJla EMY CBOKO Ma/lIEHbKYHO J1aAOHb.

Mnoxo NnoHWMas, 4To AenaeT, Bnaa nocnywHo yxBaTWACS 3a ee pyKy. YBNekas ero 3a coboi, anbd
[IOCTUINa cepeaunHbl 1yra 1 ToNbKO Tor/la BHOBb OCTaHOBUIACh.

-MHe X0n04HO, - NMPOM3HEecNa OHa HOBbIM, YyTb XPUMJOBaTbIM FOJIOCOM, U 3TW C/IOBa NPUBENU B Aeii-
CTBUE KaKYylO-TO HEBUAUMYIO MPYXUHY B Aywe Bnaaa. OH ¢ cunioi o6HsaN Tancuio 1 noBanuia Ha Tpa-
BY, 6€3)afiocTHO pa3pbiBasi Ha TeNe AEBYLIKN TOHKYK Hakuaky. MX rybbl )xagHo CIUIWUChb, U NapeHb
OLLYTWJI, KaK NPOBOPHbIE AE€BNYbW Masblibl 3apbl/INCb B BOJIOChI Y HEFO Ha 3aTbl/IKE...

Bnaa He 4yBCTBOBas HWM XOs04a MOKpPOM TpaBbl, HM MPOMO3r/IOCTM BETpa, HanpoTuB, eMy cAenanocb
)KapKO KaK HUKOrAa B XWU3HU.

rNocneaHMMN OCMbIC/IEHHBIMU C/TOBAMU, CKa3aHHbIMK Taucuen, 6binu:

-Ecnv Mou copoaunumn y3HatT, MEHS MPUTOBOPAT K CMEPTH.

BrnpoueM, HM OHa, HM Bnaa He 3aayManncb 06 3TOM HM HA MIHOBEHMUE...
XXX

-Hy u kak 3710 6bI10? — an4dHo cnpocmn KocTs no3aHo BeyepoM. Kak HU cTapanucb HOBOSIBMIEHHbIE
Nto6oBHUKKN caenatb BuA, 6yATO HMYEro He MPOU3O0LLNIO, eXUAHbIA B3rNs UX NpusTens gasasn no-
HATb, YTO BCe ICHO U 6e3 NULIHUX COoB.

-YT0 6bIN10? — pasapaxeHHOo yTouHWUN Bnag, yepecdyp cTtapaTefibHO pacnpasrisis O4essio Ha KpoBaTu.

-Tebe ckasaTb NPsIMO? — yXMbl/IbHY/C KOCTS, pacTAHYBLUIMCb Ha CBOEM MOCTENN U 3aKUHYB PYKM 3a
ronoBy. — Tbl XOpOLLO NoayMan?

-Cnywam, Tebe 6onblue He 0 YEM NOroBOpUTL?!

-Ara, 6yab 5 Ha TBoeM MecTe, Tbl 6bl MeHs1 cnpocun! — 0buXKeHHO 3aMeTun Apyr. - MHe Beab NMPOCTO
MHTEPECHO, Kakon MoXxeT b6biTb N0b60BHMLA, €C/IN el MOYTKU Thicsda NIeT, HO MPK 3TOM OHA BbIMA4UT
JEBYOHKOW.

Bnag B34OXHYT U BbINPSAMUIICS.

-JlagHo, Ha TBOM BOMpPOC A oTBe4vy. Takasa nwbosHMLA MOXeT 6biTb BONWEOHO-NpeKpacHON, YACHUN?
TeMnepaMeHTHON, 1aCKOBOW M CTPACTHON O4HOBPEMEHHO.

-W noaToMy Tbl cobupaeLlbcsi MPOBECTU HOYb CO MHOM, @ HE C HEN? — XMblKHYN KocTs.
Bnaa 3anyctun B npusitenst NoAyLwKoW, yroams B Nie4vo, U JIOBKO YBEPHY/ICS OT OTBETHOro 6pocka.

- HMKOrga He NpoBOAMN HOYb C TOOOWM, UTO 3@ WYTKK?! — C HAaNyYCKHbIM HEAOBO/JLCTBOM MPOBOpYan
napeHb. - 1 HouyeBaJs c Tobon B OAHOM KOMHATe, a 3TO Apyroe Aeno. BnpoueMm, cerogHs 8 nuwato
Tebs cBoen KOMMNaAHUKN M Nepeesxato B COCEAHIO KOMHATY.

KocTs npuUTBOPHO 3aCTOHan 1, 4EMOHCTPATUBHO YCTAaBUBLUMCL B NOTOJIOK, BC/YX MOXanoBasca:

-Bce MeHa 6poCcuIn, HUKOMY S HE HyXeH!
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Bnaa noao6bpan 06poHEHHYO MOAYLIKY, HEGPEXHO OTPSXHY/ €e U MPUCTPOU Ha TWaTeslbHO pasria-
XEHHOM ofesre.

-FnaBHOe, UYTO6bI Thbl 6bIN1 HYXXEH cebe caMoMy, APYXOK! - HAaCMEL/IMBO NMPOU3HEC OH M HanpaBuCsa K
BbIX04Y, MPOBOXaeMbIi UPOHUYHbBIM B3rnsaAoM KocTu.

XXX

B TeueHMe nocneaywowmx NSTVM AHeW Bnag Haxoawuncs B NIMXOpafoyHO-B36YyA0paXeHHOM COCTOSIHUM,
611M3KOM K 3l opun. OH He Bepu, YTO BCE 3TO MPOUCXOANT C HUM K BOSANCA HAAONro ynyckaTb Tau-
CUI0 U3 BUAY, CJIOBHO, UCYE3HYB U3 MOJIS €ro 3peHunsi, oHa Morna pactasTb B BO34yXe.

Ha coH y Hux c Taucuen yxoamno He 6o/iee HECKONbKMX YacOB: OHM OYEHb MO34HO JIOXWINCH, a
BCTaBa/IM Ha paccBeTe, OTNPaB/AsACb Ha IYr «MPUHUMATb LenebHblie OMOBEHUS pocon». Bnaa He 6bin
YBEPEH, UYTO BbIAEPXUT MNOAOCOHbLIA TEMM XMU3HW, 0AHAKO, K COBCTBEHHOMY YAMB/IEHWUID, YETbIpEX 4Ya-
COB OTAbIXa C IMXBOW XBaTano ANs BOCCTAHOBAEHMUS cuil. XOTs, BbiTb MOXET, 34€Cb BCTymnasa B Urpy
anbduiickasa mMarus...

-9 nobnto Tebs, - xapko npowenTtana Tancms Ha yxo Bnagy Beuyepom nATOro AHA. Yke COBCEM CTEM-
HeNno, U N3 NPUOTKPbLITOr0O OKHa B KOMHATYy BpbIBa/INCb MOpPbIBbl BETpPa, Tepebsi 3aHaBECKY U MPUHOCS
c cob60t0 HOYHbIE 3anmaxm n 3BYKMU.

[eBylwka-anbd cMoTpena Ha Bnaaa nbinaloWwUMM OT CTPACTU ra3amMu, MPUXKMMAsCb K MapHI0 BCEM
CBOUM NafiHbIM TMBKUM TenoM. [o/10C ee crierka oXpun, AbIXaHWe CTano TAXENbIM...

- 6blla HEBbIHOCMMO OAMHOKA 3A46eCb.. - MNpuU3Hanacb BApyr Taucus. - Tbl cnac MeHs. [lo-
HacTosAweMy cnac.

Bnag nopbiBancs 4to-TO OTBETUTb, HO OHa MPUIOXWUSa Naney K ero rybam m KayHysna ronoBon, cnabo
ynblibasce.

-He roBopu, 4To NO6GULLL MEHS, - MOMNPOCUNa AeBYLLKa. — MHe BCe paBHO.

-Ho a nwbnw! - uckpeHHe Bo3myTusncsa Bnaa. OH AelCTBUTENBbHO Bepus, 4To Nobut. HWM K ogHowm
npeacrtaBuTenbHuue c1aboro nona oH He nNuTana NoA06HbIX YyBCTB. HECMOTPS H@ OTHOCUTE/IbHO HOHbIN
BO3pacCT, B €ro Xu3Hu 6binn Ntob60BHbIE NCTOPUK... OAHAKO Celvac Te 3MOLMM Ka3asMCb MOBEPXHOCT-
HbIMU M HeHacTosAWMMKU. A Tancusa, ero Tancus, 6bis1a XXUBOK, ropsyen U NoYTU POAHOMN.

DTa MbICNIb OKa3aslaCb NocneAHelr, nocne 4yero BOJIHbI XXEeNaHus 3aTonuau ero pasyMm, Ha BpeMsa nu-
LWKMB CNOCOBHOCTM AyMaTb.
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I'mapa 11. Horeps

Ha cnepgytollee yTpo BKYCHbIA, CbITHbI M, Kak BCeraa, NMpOHM3aHHbI BECENbIMUA LIYTKAaMU 3aBTpak
npepsBasn pelnTenbHbli CTYK B ABEPb. [py3bs MIHOBEHHO YMOJIK/IN U 3aMepsin, 06MEHSBLUUCL He/lo-
YMEHHbIMU B3rNnsifgaMu.

-9 OTKpOIO, - NOAHUMASACL, HAaNPSAXeHHO cka3asna Tancus.

Bnaa cxBaTun ee 3a 3ansicTbe, He MO3BOMAA ABMHYTbCS C MecTa, M AeBylKa BHOBb OMyCTU/ACb Ha
CTYs, TPEBOXHO Kycasi rybbl U XMypsCb.

TpeboBaTeNbHbIN CTYK NOBTOPUIICS.

-1 cam OTKpo, - TBEPAO MPOroBOPW NMapeHb M HanpaBW/CA B MPUXOXY. TaM OH MrHOBEHWE Mo-
Meanu, pacnpasBui Miedn U, HaKOHeL, C CUIOM pacnaxHyn ABepb.

3a NOporoM CTosila He3HaKoMas XEeHLIWHa, B OCaHKE M MaHepe AepXaTbCs KOTopon 6e30wmboyvHo
yraabiBanacb nopoga anbdos. Kak 1 Bce npeacraBuMTeNbHULbI 3TOFO Hapoda, oHa obnanana sipKoi
Hapy>HOCTblO, XOTA y Bnaga cumnaTtum u He Bbi3Basa. He3HakoMka 6bi/la HE B €ro BKYyCe: depecuyp
pocnasi, kpenkas (co3aaBanocb BneyatneHue, 6yaTo oHa 3aHUMMaeTcs 60aAM6GUNANHIOM), C XKECTKUMMU
6enoKypbiM1 BOSIOCAMU, MENKO 3aBUTbIMU U COBPaHHbLIMU B KPOXOTHbIA «XBOCTUK» Ha 3aTbiike. JlMuo
OT/IN4anoCb nNpaBuUibHbIMW 4YepTaMW, HO BbIpaXeHWEe CBETNO0-CEPbIX 1a3 0CTaBajioOCb NnegsaHbIM, a
MJOTHO CXaTble rybbl TEPSNM NPaBO Ha3blBaTbCA YyBCTBEHHbIMU. [la U Ha BUA HE3BAHOW roctbe 6bIN0
OTHIOZlb HE BOCEMHAALATb, Kak Tanucuum, - CKopee, el MOXHO 6bI10 AaTb JIeT TpuauaTb. BaobaBok Ha-
psa4 ee COCTOs/ He U3 JIerKOW NeTAWeEN TYHUKW, a U3 LWEeNKOBbIX YepHbIX O6ploK, KOTOpble HOCUAU
MY>UUHbI-3/1bdbl, 1 KOPOTKOrO TOMa, HE CKPbIBAOLWEro HaJUTbIX MbllWLAaMN pykK. HMKakoro cpaBHe-
HUSA C U3SLLHOW TOHEHbKOW Tancuemn!

-0o6poe yTpo, - Xono4HO no3gopoBanack anbd. — 4 sonay?
-He 3Hato... - C NpuwypoM rnsaasa Ha Hee, noxan nnedamu Bnaa. — Bbl KTO?

B WMpOKO paccTaBfieHHbIX ra3ax XeHLWWHbl BCMbIXHY/1 FHEB, HO OTBETUTb OHa He ycrnena — 3a cnu-
How Bnapa nocnbiwancs B3BO/IHOBaHHbIN rosoc Tancumn:

-2nb3a, Tbl?! YTO-TO Cy4Yymnmnocnb?
-Benn ceoemy weHky ybpaTtbcs, nHave 4to-HMbyab HenpeMeHHo cnyyntcsa! — cepauto 6pocunna gama.
Bnag nokpacHen oT 3/710CTM M 3aropoaua 4opory.

-Monpowy BblbMpaTb BbipaxeHus! — npopblvyan oH. — HM oAHOMY napwmMBOMYy 3/bdy S He MO3BOJIO
Tak c cobon pasrosapuBaTb!

dnb3a ynbibHynack yronkamu ryb n 940BUTO 3aMeTuna:
-Tebe 6bl TOXXe He Melwano BbibMpaTb BblpaXeHUs, ANTS.
-Bnag, snycTtu ee! — ymongiouwe npowenTtana Tamcmsa, BUENUBLUNCL EMY B JIOKOTb.

Brnaz HEOXOTHO MOCTOPOHWACS, U DNb3a BEIMYECTBEHHO MpOornJibiila MMMO HUX, HaMpaBsscb B CTOJO-
BYHO.

-KT0 OHa Takas?! — pasapa)XeHHO OCBeAOMWSCS MapeHb, MPOBOXasi XEHLWMHY HeAOBOJIbHbIM B3rs-
AoM. Tonbko Hnkong ymyapsancsa cunbHee 3ageTb ero! — Kakag-To oHa CTpaHHad, YecTHoe c/oBo!

bneaoHaa kak mMen Tanmcus HEpPBHO Cr/IOTHyNa W, B3rfAgHYB Ha HOHOLWY paclUMpUBLUMMUCA OT YyXKaca
rnasamm, no4tn 6e33By4YHO Npomn3sHecsna, C TPYAOM NOAUYMHAS COBCTBEHHOM BOJSie OHEMEBLUNE Trybbl:

-lManau...

-KT0?! - onewwun Bnag v pBaHynicsa B CTOA0BYH. TObKO celvac OH BCMOMHMA c/ioBa Taucun, cKasaH-
Hble YyTPOM CTO/lb MAMATHOINO eMy [HA: «..eC/IM MOu COPOoAUYU Y3HArKT, MEHSA [PUrOBOPAT K CMeEp-
Tn...». Heyxenun 31o npasaa?!

dnb3a yXXe pacnosioxmnack 3a CToNIoM MU 6ecuepeMOHHO NpuHSanach 3a MX 3aBTpak. Cnaawmni Hanpo-
T™mB KocTa nornagbiBan Ha Hee ¢ 6€CNOKOMCTBOM M SIBHO HE 3Has, YTO ceidac aydwe — MosvaTb Uan
BecTn beceny.

-Bac HMKTO He yrowan! — rpoMKoO 3asBW/1 €ro Apyr, BNepuB B XEHLWMHY SPOCTHbIA B3rnsag. Tancus
TUXOHbKO 3acToHana, oAHakKo Braa ee npourHopuposas: - Bbl He 3HaeTe 3/1IeMEeHTapHbIX MNpasui
npuanyus!
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ToT aKT, UTO 3TUX MPaBWUJI HE 3HaAJ U OH CaM, cenyac He MMeN HWU MasneinLero 3Ha4YeHus.

-MpaBuna Npuanyms nOAen MeHs Mano BOJIHYIOT, - npe3puTenbHO 0b6poHMna Dnb3a, 6e30 Bcakoro
CMyLLEeHMs noraowas GpyKTOBbIA AXEM NPSMO 13 6aHOYKM.

Bnan Haxoxnuncsa:
-BoT Kak? He Bbl 1M HaMepeHbl cTaTb JIOABMN? 3a4eM, eC/in Mbl CTOJTb HU3KMKE cyllecTBa?

Tancus OXHysla U C CUJIOW CXKana ero nae4yo. 3ib3a TOHKO YCMEexHynacb M, BOMPOCUTENbHO MOAHSB
CBOM TOHKME U NpAMble KaK CTpesibl 6pOBU, EXMUIHO MOKOCKUIACh Ha [IEBYLLKY.

-Hazno xe, Mmunas mMos, Tbl yXXe OTKPpOBEHHMYaelb C 3TUM CYLLECTBOM Ha CTOJ1b AeNIMKaTHble TeMbI!

-CywecTtBom?! — B3peBen Bnag, mMbicneHHO obpyraB cebsi 3a HEOCTOPOXXHOE BbiCKa3biBaHMe. Ho Tau-
cunsa morna 6bl M NnpeaynpeanTb, 4To 3TO cekpeT! - MocnywanTe, negn, 6bicTpee roBopmTe, NO KaKOMy
rnosoAy noxasnosanun nnbo BbiIMeTalnTeCh cpasy!

OH 130 BCeX CUN CTapasicsa AepXaTbCs C TaKOW XXe yBEepPEeHHOW HaAMEHHOCTbK, KakK W anbd-nanad,
npekpacHO co3HaBasl, YTO NMPOUrpbIBAET TOM B niaHe camoobnagaHus.

-YT106bl BHICTaBUTb MEHS 3a ABEPb, NPUAETCA MPUMEHUTb CUJY, - OTOABUHYB MYCTYH0 Ba30uKy U3-1oj
bpyKTOBOrO AXEMA, HEBO3MYTMMO CKasasa XeHLWuHa. - He Tbl /1M, ManbumnK, CPa3mnLLbLCA CO MHO?

-A Bbl NonaraeTe, s MCNyrakcb? — C BbI30OBOM cnpocun Bnaa.

2nbd HETOPOMIMBO MOAHSAIACh U OTpsIXHYyna pyku. KocTa ToTyac nocrenoBas ee npuMepy — 3a no-
cnefHme nsATb MUHYT OH HUYEro He Cbes, a Tenepb, NO-BUAMMOMY, cobupasnca B cny4dae OonacHOCTU
MPUNTM Ha NOMOLLb.

Dnb3a 3acMessach:

-Kakune y Tebsl rpo3Hble 3aWmTHMKK, Tarucus! YTo x, cBom BbiBOAbI 1 caenana. [o BcTpeyn!
-Hunkakoi BcTpeuun He b6yaet! — oTpesan Bnaa.

Snbd cMepunia ero HacMewWwsIMBbIM B35 40M:

-Tbl Tak AyMaewb? Hy-Hy... KCTaTuW... AUTS, 3arMOMHM Ha byaylliee: CMeNoCTb He BCeraa AOCTOMHCTBO.
N ecnun Tbl He MCMNyraewbCsl CO MHOM CpasnTbCs — Thl Aypak. CMenbli Aypak, ecnn Tebs 3To yCNoKo-
nT.

OHa HecnewHo cKpblacbk B MPUXOXEN U Yepe3 MUHYTY XJI0MHyNa ABepblo. Bnaa nposepun, AencTBu-
TeNbHO NN 3Nb3a yla, @ BEPHYBLUNCb B CTOMIOBYHO, O6HapyXwun nnadywyt Taucuio n pactepsiHHO
Tonyyuwerocs psaaom Kocrio.

-Tag, ManblwKa, nepecraHb!

OH npucen psaoM C Hel Ha KOJIeHW, CXKasl ee NaloHM CBOMMUM U 3arnsiHyn B nuuo. Mnasa Taucuu no-
KpacHenu, o LekaM CTPYWUINCb C/ie3bl — U BCE paBHO, OHa OCTaBaslaCb 04apOBATE/bHON. ..

-2Nnb3a MeHs y6beT! — CUMNbIM OT BOSIHEHUS TOJIOCOM nMpo6opMoTana Tancusa. — OHa nepBoOK/IaccHas
JIYYHULA, U Ha €€ CUETY YXE MMEEeTCs HECKO/IbKO XEpPTB.

Bnan npusnek aeBylwKy K cebe n Kpenko o6HAN, HE 3Has, KakKMMW C/I0BaMU MOXHO YTeEWWTb B MO-
AO6HOM cuTyaunun. K ToMy Xe, ero Mydusio 4yBCTBO BUHbI — MMEHHO OH MOCAY>XW/ UCTOYHUKOM Heao-
BOSIbCTBA 3/1bOB, UMEHHO OH, He noayMmaB, COONTHYN NULWIHEE, UMEHHO OH rpybo pasroBapuBasn C
naaayoM no MMeHu Dnb3a... OH, OH, BCe BpeMs OH... OT Hero ogHW npobnemsbl!

-YepT... - Bblpyranacs napeHb, C CM0i NpuxmnMasn K cebe B3gparvnsatollee Teno Taucuun. Ta yTKHynach
JIULOM eMy B MJIe4Y0 U CHOBa pa3pblaanach.

-CnywanTte, a MoXeT 6blTb, OTNPaABMMCS BCe-TakmM K 3TOMYy XyaHy? — BHe3anHo npeanoxun Kocrs,
3aroBopuB BMepBble C TOr0O MOMEHTa, Kak rnpuwia 2nb3a. — Bpaa nu 3Tta cyMmacwegwas CTaHeT Hac
npecnenosaTh...

Bnaa BOCTOpXXEHHO B3rNgHya Ha Apyra:

-Bo BTOpoO pa3 Tbl AOKa3biBaellb COOCTBEHHYIO reHNaNbHOCTb!

-Tonbko BO BTOpon?! — danbwimeo BO3MyTMNCA KOCTA 1 Beceno ynblibHyncs.

-Hy, kak Tebe Mbicnb, Tasg? — notpeboBan oTBeTa B36yAoOpaxeHHbIN naeen agpyra Bnaa.

JeByuwka cnabo ynbibHynacb, YyTb OTCTPAHUBLLUCL OT JO6UMOrO.
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-YT0 X... AaBan nonpobyem, - HeyBEepeHHO corsacuaacb OHa.
XXX

OCTaToOK AHA Y HUX YLIeN Ha CYyA0pPOXHble c60pbl.
-YX04MM paHo yTPOM, €ELLE Ha PAacCBETe, - CKasas 3a YXWHOM Bnaa. - VATV NpuaeTcs neLkoM.

-BakHO 0601TM CTOPOHOM 3Ty AypaLKyo BOWHY, - 3aMeTun KocTsa, pa3pe3as 60nblly0 NeveHyro Kap-
TodennHy. — 3HaTb 6bl, KTO U C KEM BOIOET...

-demMoHbl 1 Hapoa 3MeeB € ntoabMuK, - paBHOAYLWHO OTBETM/AA Tanucus, KoTopas C caMoro ytpa ocra-
BaslaCb pacCesiHHOM M 3aAYMUYNBOM.

Bnaa nogaswuiica cBoen nopumnen KapTowkuy, a KocTa 3amep ¢ BUIKOW B pykKe.

-Bor Tbl MoOIi! — NOTPSICEHHO BOCKAMKHY OH. — M1 3TO C HUMW Mbl AO/KHbI 6blIM BOEBATb?
Tancus monya noxasna njedamun. Bnag ¢ TpeBorom nocMoTpesn Ha Hee.

-4YT10 Cc TO60M? MBI BEAb YXe nNpuayMann Bbixod 13 nonoxeHus! Bce byaeT B nopaake, nosepsb!
[eByliKka nogHs/1a Ha Hero TOCKAMBBLIM B3rns4 W nonbiTasach YAbIOHYTbCS:

-MHe NpocCTOo Xanb NOKMAATb CBOM AOM, AEPEBHIO... 1 34eCb NPOXWUa Kakoe-TO BpeEMS...

-3Haewb, Mbl ¢ Bnagom Toxe He ocobo xotenu nokmaate HALL Mup, - € ropeybto npousHec KocTs. -
Ho Hac pgaxxe He COM3BOJIUAN CMPOCUT...

XXX

Ha cneayoowmin aeHb, BbINAS B XO/I04HOE pacCBETHOE yTpo, Tancmsa noexmnacb U nioTHEE 3aBEPHY-
Nlacb B AOPOXHbI YepHbI naw,. Moa rnaszamm ee nposeran TeHWU, NMLO OCYHY0Cb, a cobpaHHble B
CKYYHBbI MYy4Y0K BOJIOChI AOBEPLUANN HECKONIbKO CKOP6HbIN 06pa3. B aTy MUHYTY AeByllKa YEM-TO He-
ynoBMMO HarnomMmmHa a BAOBY.

-BoT 1 Bce... - NpowenTana oHa, pacTepsHHO ornsaabiBascb. — He Mory ckasaTb, 4To 6bisla cyacT/IMBa
TYT — CKOpee, oAuHOKa... N Bce xe, BCe Xe...

OHM BbIWNK 3a KaNTKy U OCTaHOBWJ/IUCb, BCMAaTpunBasaACb B TOPU3O0OHT.

-YiipeT HeMano BpeMeHu Ha gopory, - npo6opmoTan KocTs. - M cHoBa NpuAeTCs AaBUTbCSA KalluTaHa-
MU...

HWKTO He ycrnen oTpearMpoBaTb Ha 3TO 3aMeyaHue — pas3fasncs TOHKWUI CBUCT, YTO-TO MeSNIbKHYJO,
paccekasi BO34yxX, OXHyfna Tamcusi, u BCKpUKHYN KocTa. Huuyero He noHumas, Brnag obepHyncsa u ¢
y>XacoM yBUAEN OCeAaloLlyo Ha 3eM/IE AEBYLIKY, U3 XMBOTa KOTOPOK Topyasna ANMHHas cTpena.

Bnaay nokasanocb, YTo MjaaHeTa yCKopuia BpalleHMe MUHMMYM BABOe€. lNMowaTbiBasiCb, OH PYXHY/ Ha
KOJIeHU psiaoM C Taucmen n TPACYLWMMUCS pyKaMuK MOMbITancs BblHYTb cTpeny. OH nepecTtasn CO3Ha-
BaTb NMPOUCXOoAsLLlee, B rosioBe CI0BHO B3opBanacb 6omba, a gbixaHue 605bHO pe3ano ropo.

STOIro HE MOXKET BbITb!
A crio, 1 MHe CHUTCS Kolumap! 3Toro npocrto He MoXeT 6bITb!!!

-He Tporai, Moxelb caenatb Tonbko xyxe! - 3akpuyan KocTs, cagsicb psaoM C HUM U oTTasIkKuBas
pyKy Apyra OT CTpefbl.

Bnaa KocHyncs xuBoTa Tamcuu. YepHasi TkaHb NMponuTanacb KpoOBbk, M ero nasblbl TOXe OKpacwu-
nvcb B 6arpsiHel. pyAb AEBYLIKW CyAOPOXHO B3AblManach, nMUO caenanocb 6enee 6enoro, a cMe-
XXEHHble BEKM C/ierka nogparmsani.

OH nocMoTpen Ha KocTio o6e3ymeBLlIMM B3rnNs940M, K HEMY BAPYr BEPHY/CA Aap peuun.
-OHa yMupaeT! BbizoBKU ckopyto!

-Kakyto ckopyto?! — nonbiTanca obpasymutb ero Kocts. — TyT HeT ckopbix!

-Tbl Xo4yewsb ee cmepTn! — 3aopan Bnag, BCKOUMB Ha Horun. — A caMm Hangy Bpadya!
-3necb Tebe HMKTO He nomoxeT! OHN-To 1 Nnpurosopunn ee!

nasa Bnaga ropenu nnxopago4HbiM 6eLleHCTBOM.

-[a, fa, 370 2nb3a... - npowenTan oH. — 5 ee ybbio. MNMpamo cenvac! Otaan MHe mey!!!
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MapeHb KnMHyncs Ha KocTio. TOT MPOBOPHO OTCKOYMST B CTOPOHY, Mpsava OpYy>Xue 3a CAMHOM N HEPBHO
Kycas rybbi.

-Ycnokorics! — B oyepenHOWM pa3 BO33Basl OH K pacCcyaKy Apyra W B Cleayrwuin MU Nosy4vymn orny-
LWNTENbHbIMA yaap B 4entocTb. BoipyraBwmcb, KocTsi oT4eT/IMBO NpoM3HeC, nNoTupas CKysay M Mcrnoasio-
6ba nocmaTpmBas Ha Oblowlerocss B npunagke oAHOKYpPCHMKA: - Tbl namot! Moka Tbl Aepewbcs co
MHOM, OHa 3axsiebbiBaeTcsa B cO6CTBEHHOMN KpoBU!

Bnan kpyTto pa3ssepHynca K Tancuu. [bixaHne AeBYLIKWU CTaso COBCEM HEPOBHbLIM, a Ha ry6ax nencr-
BUTENbHO NEHWIAQCb KPOBb.

-HerT... - 3acToHan oHowWwa, BHOBb 6pocasicb Ha KOMEHU psaoM C 31bdoM. OH KOCHYNCS ee NafoHu U
NIErOHbKO CXan. — Tas, ManbllKa, OYHWUCH...

Ee pecHuubl 3agpoXanu, U 3aTyMaHEeHHbIN B3rfs84 YepHbiX rfas Bnuacsa B 6negHoe m mnoTHoe auvuo
Bnana.

-3abepn MeHs ¢ coboli... - WenHynm nocnHesLlwmne rybol. — He 6pocali... 3geco...
OHa cnabo ynbibHynacb, NocCneaHnin pa3 Xpunao B340XHYyAa U 3atuxna.

Llenyto MMHYTY Bnag cmoTpen Ha ee HeNoABUXXHOE TeNO OCTaHOBUBLUMMCS B3rNsiA0M, He 3aMedas Te-
KYLWMX Mo wekam cnes (B nocneaHuii pas oH nfakan B AasieKOM AeTCTBE), MOTOM BCKOYM/ Ha HOMU M
noM4yancs B HanpaB/eHun banxxanwero goMmka. KocTsa KMHYNCS 3@ HUM:

-Cton!

- He nogymarw! - oTnuxueasa npuaTtens, 3aasun Bnaa. Ha nuuye ero uMtanacb cnenas pewmMmocTb. —
S ybbto ee roabiMmn pykamm!

KocTs onpoKuHY ero Ha 3eMJ110 U HaBasMACA BCEM TeNIOM, NbITasACb yAepXaTb Ha MecTe.
-Tebs Toxe ybbtoT! EWle Ha paccTtosiHUM, Kak u ee!

Bnag BHe3anHoO nepecTtan BbipblBaTbCA M3 pyK KOCTM 1 pa3pasmicsa cymaclleawnMm XOX0TOM.
-Tbl AymMaewsb, g 60t0cb yMepeTb?! [la MHe nnesaTb!!! MeHsa nuwmnu BCero, Tbl MOHMMaeLllb, - BCero!
-MeHsa TOXe, - Hayan 6bio Kocts, HO Bnag TyT e nepebun ero:

-Ho Ttebsa He nuwann TBoen aywmn! A y meHs otobpanu n ato! A Bce paBHO ybbto 3Ty cTepBy!
-X0opoLwo, HO ANnsg Havana Henioxo 6bl cnactn Tancuto, - CNOKOMHO npegnoxun Kocrs.

Bnag c HeHaBUCTbIO yCTaBuaca Ha cobecegHunka:

-Cnactn?! Cnactn?!! OHa ymepna!!!

-Moka oHa 6ygeT B Tene NTULbl, OHa OCTaHeTCcs Ton Tancumen, Kotopomn b6bina...

-MHe HyXxHa Taucmsa-anbd, a He Tancua-ntmua!

-Ho s Beab Tebe pacckasbiBas, YTo XyaH KOn4yH, - TeprnennBo npogosnxkan Kocts, 605iCb ouepeaHbiM
3aMeyaHueM BCMNyrHyTb Braga v Bbi3BaTb HOBbIM MpUCTYN 6e3yaep>xHoin spocTn. — OTKyaa Tbl 3Ha-
€llib, MOXET, OH B COCTOSIHUX MOMOYb.

B rnmasax Bnaga MenbkHyna Hagexaa.

-XopoLwo, Tak 1 NOCTYMNMMM, HO eCNi OH ee He BepHEeT, S pa3billy b3y U ybbio.
KocTs ¢ TpyaoMm ckpbln obnervexue.

-BoT v npaBuabHO, - HENOBKO Nnoaboapwun oH. - Ecnm uto - ybbeuws.

He cnywas, Bnag MeTHynca obpaTtHo K Taucuu.

-Ffocnoan! — ncnyraHHo BbIAOXHY/ OH. — YTO C Hel Takoe?!

Teno AeByLWKM HaNnoMuHano durypy U3 MeasieHHO pacceMBaloLLerocs B Bo3ayxe LBETHOro AbiMa. Mu-
HYTY CNYyCTS Ha 3eMfle ocTanacb O4Ha Wb NOTHAsA AOPOXHAA TYHUKA... U NTULA pa3MepoM C ronybs
C YEpHbIM, OKaMMNEHHbIM cepebpoM, onepeHuemM.

Y Bnaga BHYTpU BCe NepeBepHYJsIOChb, KOrga OH YBUAEN, YTO MTULa CMOTPUT Ha HEro npexHuMmm rna-
3aMun Tancuu.
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I'maBa 12. Pans@ naoc Hasap

Mocneaytoume HECKONbKO Heaenb CAUAUCbL Ans Bnaga B CNAOWHYK 4yepHyto nonocy. OH npakTuye-
CKW He en 1 cnan ypbiBKaMW, My CHUIAaCb MepTBasi Taucus C KpblJIbSSIMM BOPOHA, OHa TSHY/a K HEMY
pYKM UM, nnada, wentana o YeM-TO, HO C/OB OH pa3obpaTb He MOr — M3 YCT AEBYLUKW BbIpblBasCs
Wb NTUYNIA WweberT.

OHu ¢ KocTel cnanm no oyepean, n Te HOYHble Yacbkl, KOTopble Brnaa BbIHYXAeHHO 6oapcTBOBasn, Ka-
3a/IMCb €MY HEMbICIMMO AoArnMMK. OH HMKOrAa He 60s/1C TEMHOTbI, 0A4HAKO 3TO OTHOCUJIOCb K 06bIK-
HOBEHHOMY MUPY C OBbIKHOBEHHbIMUM NOABMU, @ 34eCb... 34eCb MOXHO 6bl10 0XKAaTb 06bIX CrOpNpun-
30B. BrnsabiBasicb BO Mpak, napeHb CXMMas B MOTHbIX NTAA0HSAX PYKOSITb Meya M HEPBHO Kycan rybsl,
K yTpy pa3byxaBlive nogobHO nepecnesion BULLHE.

NMomnmo npoyero Bnaa vcnbiTbiBaa napagoKCasbHbIN yXac N0 OTHOLWIEHWUI K UX TPETbEW CNyTHULE:
yepHol ¢ cepebpom nTuue ¢ rnaszamm Tamcmn. OH nsberan B3rnsiga NepHaToM CTpaHHULbI, CTapasicCh
3abbITb O HEl, HO TUXUI LOPOX KPbIbEB U peakui webeT NoCTOSHHO HanoMMHaAW O HeAaBHEN Tpa-
reaun.

OHM npobupanucb k ybexuuy HeBeaoMoro XyaHa B OCHOBHOM MOJISIMU; MOPOK MPUXOAMIOCH nepe-
cekaTb M nec. KocTs »anoBasca Ha yCTasoCTb M MOCTOSHHbLIN rosiofl, caM Xe Bnag He 3amedan Hu
HOKLLMX MbIlWL, HX Tpebylolero eabl XenyaKa...

tOHowa 6ykBanbHO BbiHYXAaNn cebs CyLlecTBOBaTb, XOTS A0BO/Abl B MOJb3Y XM3HWU 6blM CiabeHbKn-
MU. Kak HM cTapasicsi, OH Tak U He CYMesl OTbICKaTb KakKoh-HUEY[b MOMNOXUTENbHbIA MOMEHT B C/lO-
XUBLUMXCA 06CTOATENbCTBAX.... M BNepBblie MOHAN NOAEN, XUBYLUMX NULLb paan MecTu. Beab Tonbko
Xaxaa BepHyTb Tamcuio — UM CO6CTBEHHOPYYHO Y6UTb BMHOBHMKA €e CMepTu — BblHyXAaana Braaa
NMpocChINaTbCs Mo yTpam.

-Tbl 3apoc, - CO06WMN KaK-To BevyepoM KocTsi. OHUM yXWHANW; UX CKyaHas Tpanesa cocTos/ia U3 Han-
[IEHHbIX HaKaHYHEe OPEXOB U BOJbl.

Bnaa noagHan Ha Apyra XMypblid B3riaa.
-Tbl TOXeE.
-2JTO TOYHO, - cornacmncsa Kocts, owynbiBas cobctBeHHoe nuuo. — byaem ¢ Tobon 6opoaatbiMu!

Bnaa pasapa)eHHOo noxasn njieyamu, npobseMa BHELWHOCTM BOJSIHOBasa ero MeHblUe BCEro Ha CBETeE.
OH paBHOAYLIHO PAcKoJIoN o4YepedHON opex M B 3TOT XE MUI YC/bllan FPOMKUIA XPYyCT — Kasanocb,
KTO-TO HaCTynua Ha CyXyl BETKY.

[py3bsi BCKOYUIM Ha HOru, npuyeM Bnaa ycnen cxBaTuUTb Med, KOTOPbIA CEKYHAY Ha3ah Nexan Ha
TpaBe.

Mexay AepeBbsMU CrYCTUINCb CMYTHbIE CUITY3Tbl HECKONbKNX puUryp.

-LlleBenbHeTecb - u cTaHeTe Tpynamu! — noobewan neasHoM roaoc, U M3 MoayTbMbl YallyM BbICTYNUA
BbICOKWI MY>XUMHa C pbbkeBaTon 60poaon U HacTaBneHHbIM Ha Bnaga apbaneTtom B pykax. HesHako-
MeL, 6bin o6s1ayeH B TYHUKY, MewKkoBaTble 6ptoKn, canorn, cepebpucTbii WemM N KOXaHble HaKoseH-
HUKW; K LUMPOKOMY MOSICY KPEenuaNCb HOXHbI.

Bnag enyHo ycMexHyncs. AX, Kak BeSIMKO UCKYLIeHWEe MPOUrHOPUpPOBaTb Yrpo3y U MOKOHYUTb CO
BCEMU HEMPUATHOCTAMMU pa3 M Hascergal.. OTo gaxe He 6yaeT caMoybuiNCTBOM... 3a04HO OH MOWNMET,
yTo owyuana 6eaHsxka Tancusa, ymmpas OT paHbl B XuBoTe... O4HaKo HEPBHO KawwnsHyBwWKi KocTs
npuBesn ero B YyBCTBO, W MapeHb HeTepnenMBo BbINPSMUACA U pe3Ko cnpocun (BCero Nub CApo-
cunl!):

-Tbl KTO?
My>X4MHa COLYPUNCS N OKUHYN ero hurypy npespuTtesibHbiM B3rNsS40M:

-51-To Panbd, a BOT Tbl — He 31bd, XOTb U BbIPSAUICSA B UX Aypaukui Hapad. [yman Takum obpasom
MpoBeCcTn Hac?

Bnag BCKMHYN B6pOBM U HaAMEHHO Mpoueauns:

-PazymeeTcs, g He anbd! TONbKO MANOT MOI MPUHSATb MEHS 3@ OAHOr0 U3 3TUX BbICOKOMEPHbLIX XEHO-
noaobHbIx 6onBaHoOB!
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-Tbl, KOHEYHO, He >XeHonoAobHbIM 1, MOXeT b6biTb, He 6onBaH, - exuaHo cornacuncsa Paned. — Ho ¢
Yyero Tbl B3sJ1, YTO HE BbICOKOMepeH? Tbl 04eHb CaMOB/IIOGNEHHbIN YenoBek, 3To bpocaeTcs B rnasa.

Bnaa B ApocTu npunoAHs Med, u Panbd ocKanuics B HaCMEeLIMBOM yXMbIJKe.
-A Tbl Bce-Taku 60nBaH! Bbl OKpY»XeHbl, 1 BO3bMW NPUMEP CO CBOEro NpusaTensa — Beam cebs CMUpPHO!

MNMapeHb TOPOMIMBO OrAAHY/CSA. Tak U ecTb... [Toka OHM pasroBapuBanu, YeTbipe CnyTHUKA Panbda,
TOXE BOOPYXEHHble apbaneTamu, He3aMeTHO OKPYXMW/M WX ManeHbKui narepb. Bnag c pocanon
OMyCTU/T MeY U CEPAUTO OCBEAOMUIICS:

- yero Bbl OT Hac xoTuTe?
B rnaszax Panbda MenbkHya pacTepsaHHOCTb.
-Yero Mbl XoTUM? Tbl 060 MHe pa3Be He Ccnblwan?

-Hukorga! - ¢ BbI30BOM MoATBEPAWS KOHOLWA M OrNgaHyNcsa Ha KocTio. TOT XMypo noxan njaedamu w
YTO-TO HEBHATHO NpobopmMoTan. — Kak BnamTte, MO npusTenb TOXe He B Kypce!

-4YTO X... 4 BO3r/1aBnAsa0 rpynny no noMMKe Aes3epTmpoB. To ecTb Bac.

Bnaga npowwunb neassHon NoT, a B ropjie pa3oM nepecoxso. Bce-Takm nonanuce... NMpUHAB HENPUHYX-
[EHHYI0 Mo3Yy, OH pacTsHyN rybbl B nogobum ynbibku.

-Mbl — ge3epTupbl? C yero Bbl B3AM? MpoCTO NyTeweCcTBEHHUKN!

-MpocTo NyTeWweCcTBEHHMKOB B 3TUX MeCTaxX He BOAWUTCS, - oTpe3an Panbd M caenan Kakon-To 3Hak
CBOMM noasaM. — Takue Kak Bbl, Bcerga neseptupsbl!

N npexae 4em npusaTennm ycnenum XoTb YTO-HMOyAb MPOU3HECTU, YETBEPO MOJYASIMBbIX MYXUMH B
wsiemMax ¢ 6bICTpOTOM MOSTHUW BMJIOTHYO 06CTynunm mnx.

-Bpocb Mey n NpoTaHu pyku, - rpybo npukasan Panbd.
Bnaa npe3sputenbHo dbIpKHYA:
-A ele 4vero caenartb?

HayanbHWUK rpynnbl KOPOTKO KUBHYM, U OAMH U3 €ro NMoA4YMHEHHbIX BHE3amnHo C CM/ol NHyn Bnaaa B
XWBOT. MapeHb 3a0XHYNCA OT 60NN M COTHY/CS MOMOJSiaM, a Me4 BbICKOJIb3HYN M3 ero pykK, yaapus
no cTynHe. M3 ry6 oHOLWM BbIpBasioCb AJIMHHOE pyraTenbCTBO.

-Ho-HO, noTuwe, - ¢ nerkon yneibkon nocosetoasn Panbd, Habnogas, Kak ero CNyTHUKN CKOBbIBAOT
3anacTbs Bnaga Hapy4yHukamu. CoaBneHHbIM B340X BO3BECTM O TOM, 4TO M K KocTe npuMeHunmn aHa-
NOrnYyHbIE MEepblI.

-K nocnesaBTpallHeEMY MOAYAHIO Bbl MPUCOEAMHUTECH K Hallehn apMnuK, - C yA0BONbCTBMEM noobelan
Panbd.

Bnan 4eMOHCTpATUBHO YCMEXHYJICH, caM cebe HanNOMWHas 3arHaHHOIO K yron rnca, KOToporo xosdeBa
Benenn ycboinnTb.

XXX

-EAVHCTBEHHbINV MOC — HAc NPUINYHO KOPMSAT, - TUXOHbKO LWenHys KocTs Ha yxo Apyry BO BpeMmsi
obena Ha cnepyoWnini aeHb. VIM nmogann no KycKy >XapeHoro Msica, HECKOJIbKO 3areyeHHbIX B yrne
KapTodenuH, 1 Aaxe No3BOSUAM CAENATb Napy FO0TKOB CYXOro BUHA M3 MOXOAHOW (nsiry.

KocTa ¢ HacnaxaeHnem NMpuHANCSA 3a TPeTbio KapTodennHy U, OTKYCUB U3PAAHYO 400, COOBLWMI:

-XoTa 9 He noBepwun 6bl HUKOrAa, 4to 6yay C TakMM yAOBONbLCTBMEM ecTb BOT 3TO BOT! Cnasa 6ory,
Hapy4YHUKN cHANu!

Bnaa, nponyctus MMMO ywen 60nbluy0 YacTb ero pasbl, HEFPOMKO OCBEAOMUIICS:
-Foe 3ta nTvua?

HasBaTb nepHaToe co3gaHue Taucuern OH MpPOCTO He Mor. TauHCTBeHHas Bo3ntbneHHas 6bina B BO-
obpaxeHnn napHs OHOM XPYNKOM AEBYLIKOM C MaHsWweln yablbKoW U NYyUYUCTbIM B3r/1S40M OrPOMHbIX
rnas. Bnpouem, n rnasa, n B3rnsa octaBaanucCb M Tenepb... HO 3TO NWb YCYrybnsa10 nosioxeHme.

KocTs KMBKOM yKasan Ha 6amkalwyto Kyny AepeBbeB U OAHMMU rybaMu LWenHy:

-BOH TaM... yMHeHbKas nTuyka!
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Bnaa nonbiTancs ynbl6HyTbCs, HO cymen n3o6pas3nTb NMWb HEBblpa3uTeNbHYyl rpuMacy. OTBEpHYyB-
LIMCb OT Aipyra, OH TOPOM/IMBO CXBAaTWUJ1 pacKasieEHHYI KapTOMESMHY U TYT XK€, OMKHYB, BbIPOHW/ €e U
NPUHANCSA AyTb Ha 060X)KEHHbIE NasbLbl.

-AX, KakuMe Mbl HeXxHble! - C M34eBKOW noaden cuaswmin 4yTb noodanb Panbd. Hago otaaTb emy
[IOJIKHOE — ero paLMnoH COCTOSI/1 U3 TeX Xe MPOAlyKTOB, YTO U MEHIO MJIEHHMKOB.

Bnaa 37106HO Mokocuncs Ha NpeaBOAMTENs OTpsiAa, OAHAKO CYesn 3a nydwee npoMonyaTb. EcTb emy
pacxoTesiocb. B mamMaATK BChbiXHYN 06pa3 Taucuu, ee Xpunblii NPeacMepTHbIA Fronoc U npockba He
6pocaTb... KOHoWwa nepeaepHyscs.

-YepT, Kak e BCe... MapwnBo, - CEPANTO OBPOHMI OH U, CXKaB B KyJlake MOoMaBLUYHOCS MO4 PYKW Be-
TOYKY, C HEMOHATHbIM YA0B/IETBOPEHNEM YyCNblWwan XpycT. Xasb, OH HE MOXET C TaKOoM Xe JIerkoCTbio
CBEpPHYTb Wek 3ToMy Panbdy...

-YT0 nenatb 6yaemM? — TMXo nonHTepecoBasncsa Koctsa, genas Bua, 6yaTo YB/I€UYEHHO XYeT.

Bnaa, He noaHWMas B3rnsfa, PaBHOAYLWIHO MOXasna njedyamu. BbiBLIMIA COKYPCHUK YAUB/IEHHO BO3-
3pUICA Ha Hero.

-Tbl YTO XXe, HAMepeH cAaTbCA? — HE MOBEPUS OH.

-MHe nneBaTb, - YECTHO MPU3HaNACA TOT, HUCKO/IbKO HE MOKpWMBMB Aywon. — [a n Boobue, 4to npu-
Ka)kelb AenaTtb?

-BoT yX He 3Hato, - B3goxHyn Koctd. — Ecnm 6 3Han...

-Hy n a He 3Hato, - noasen utor Bnag v 4yTb OTOABUHYNCS B CTOPOHY, YTKHYBLUIMCb N0oA60POLKOM B
KOJIEeHM.

EMy HMYero He XoTenocb NpeanpuHUMaTh, U OH MoYTM 6e3pasnNMyHO OTHOCU/ICA K MepcreKkTuBe CKo-
poii cMepTu. Bonee Toro, B MHblE MUHYTbI MbIC/Ib O BO3MOXHOM MpPEKPALLEHUN CYLLECTBOBAHUSA AaXe
rpena ero.

CMepTb — 3TO He cTpallHo. CTpallHO, KOorAa >XW3Hb PYLIUTCS, paccbinasicb Ha 4acTu, U Tbl NepecTa-
€lb NMOHMMaTb CMbIC/T MPOUCXOAALLEro, Koraa BCe, KOro Tbl S0bua, rMbHYT Ha TBOMX rnasax ambo
NMPOCTO MCYE3ALOT C NMua 3eMIn, a NPUBbLIYHbIE BELLW 3aMEHSIIOTCS OPYAUSIMM MPOLL/IbIX BEKOB...

«MpocTn MeHd, Mama, - BApyr noayMman Bnaa, wypscb B cnabon nonbiTke COXpaHUTb 6e3pasinyHblin
BMA. Ho MbICb 0 MaTepu BNepBble 3a BCE MMHYBLUME AHU (Heaenn, Mecsaubl?!) no-HacTosaWweMy paHu-
na ero. — 4 He mory gaTtb 0 cebe 3HaTb. A 6bl XOTenN... HO He Mory. M Tbl 6bl1a BO BCeM M Bcerga npa-
Ba. S cnopun ¢ Toboi, a Tbl 6bina npaBa. Kak 6bl g1 X0Ten NOBEPHYTb BpPeEMS BCNATb M CKasaTb, YTO
nobnio Tebsa — 1 korga cnopun v 3nuncs, nbun. NpocTru MeHs, NpPoOCTU»

-CMepTb — 3TO HeMnJI0Xo, - BCAyX NnpobopMoTan napeHb, OTKAMKAACb HA COBCTBEHHbIE MbIC/N.
KocTsa € y>kacoMm yCTaBW/ICS Ha Hero.

-Tbl UTO Takoe roBOPULLbL? — C/INLIKOM FPOMKO BOCKIMKHYJT OH.

Panbg cnerka noBepHys rosiosy, HO Bnaa v He AyMan cKpbiBaTb CBOMX 3MOLUMNA.

-1 roBOpPIO, YTO HE NPOTUB YMEpeTb, - 3a4YMUYMBO NMPOTAHY OH. — DT0 6b1s10 6bI 340POBO.
-Tbl uT0?! — KOCTS, Ka)keTcs, BCe elle Hagesancs, 6yaro npmaTenb NpocTo WyTuT.

Bnag ynblbHynca ogHnumMm rybamum:

-A yero MHe 604Tbca? A ycTan oT noTepb. S NoTepsn BeCb Mup. Pa3ee 3Toro Mano, 4tobbl XOTETb
cMepTn?

KocTs He Hawerncs ¢ otBeToM. C ropeybto YCMexHYBLUMCb, Bnag OTKMHYICS Ha BAAXHY TpaBy, Npak-
TUYECKM He ollyllas ee CbIpoCTu. poMO3AKYH HaKMAKY 31bMOB OH CMEHW Ha MJIOTHYH YepHYHO
KypTKy (Panbd HasBan ee KaM30/10M), NpeaoCTaB/IEHHYO OTPSA0M MO MOMMKE Ae3epTUPOB.

«CHANM ¢ ogHoro MepTBeELa>» - CyX0 NMoACHUN npeasoanTesnb, U APY3bd NMPU 3TUX CNIOBaxX XMypo nepe-
rMMAHYNNCb.

BbicOkMe fepeBbs NMpakTUYeCKU CKpbln Hebo, v Bnag Bmaen TONbKO NULWb KpOXOTHbII7I CNMHEBATO-
Cepblﬁ y4yactok. KOHowa owyuwan, 4to KocTa co cTpaxoMm u TpeBOFOVI CMOTPWUT Ha HEro, oAHakKo npea-
noynTan UrHopmpoBaTb MOJIHaIUBbIE MPU3bIBbl APpyra U npoao/Kasa C KaKon-To MpaquM pewnmo-
CTblO CO3€epuUaTb Hebeca, C/IOBHO OT 3TOro 3aBucesia BCS ero gasibHenwas cy,u,b6a.
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Houb B siecy yAoBONbCTBMS Bnaay HMKorga He goctaBnsna. KOHEeUYHO, Tenepb, B OKPYXEHUU NATEPbLIX
BOOPYXXEHHbIX MY>XUYMH, HUKaKNe TEHN N 3BYKW €ro He TPeBOXWM, 3aTOo 0CO6EHHO Hazoenanun pasHo-
o6pasHble HAaCEKOMble, MHOIME U3 KOTOPbIX NpebosibHO KyCanuch.

-Ecnn 310 KOMapbl, TO KakMe-TO MyTUpPOBaHHble, - cepanTo Bopyan KocTs, ep3as Ha OTBEAEHHOW eMy
noactunke. — X ckpectunm c Kpokoaunamm, He nHade!

Bnaa COHHO KMBHYN W MonbiTancs noyaobHee yCTpoUTbCA Mo KyubIM niaeamMkoM. KOCTs OKOSI0 MUHY-
Tbl MOJ14an, MOTOM, HE BblAEPXaBs, TPOHY/ Apyra 3a JIOKOTb W LWEeNHYN Ha yXo:

-Tbl XOTb XXMBOW?

ToT pasgpaXXeHHO MOoBen MnjeyoM, C/I0BHO OTrOHAA ovepenHoe Hajoeanmesoe Hacekomoe. Kocta He
OTCTaBan:

-Tbl XOTb MOHMMaeLWb, YTO 3aBTpPa YTPOM Mbl OKa)XXeMcs Ha nosie 6uTebI?!

-OTBsXKMCk! — 310 npowunen Bnaa B otBeT. CobeceaHMK OBMXEHHO 3acornesn W, OCTaBWMB MOMbITKK
pasroBOpUTb NpUATENs, 3aBOpoYancs nog coO6CTBEHHbIM NMOKPbIBAJIOM.

Bnag noctapancs MakcuMmanbHO paccnabuTbCsi, HO FHETYLUME MbICIM He AaBajin 3abbiTbCa Aaxke ca-
MbIM KOPOTKUM CHOM. lMofgyMaTb TO/IbKO — COBCEM HeLaBHO OH Besl pa3Becesbli 06pas XU3HU, U Npu
3TOM elle Bblpaxkasl HeAOBO/IbCTBO MO CaMbIM pa3HbiM NoBogam! A ceryac HouyeT B /leCy B KOMMaHUMU
rosI0BOPE30B, NMUTAETCA KalTaHaMu U cobupaeTcs BOeBaTb C JIeTAWMMM MTMraHTCKMMUK allepuuamm!

Bnagy kasanocb, MpoLWIo yXe HeCKOJIbKO YacoB, a OH BCE HWKAK He MOr 3acHyTb. Teno 3aTekso, U
NIOMWUIO BUCKWU, K TOMY e, MOCTOSIHHO MPUXOAWSIOCh OTFOHSATb «MYTUPOBAHHbLIX KOMapoB». TULUIMHY
HapyLasn pa3HOroslochbin xpan u nspeaka — TUXoe NnokalwnBaHue aexypuswero Panbda.

«Hy 1 kak 6bl Mbl cbexanun, MHTepecHO? — C A0CaA0l pa3MbllIAA OHOWa, onpaBAbliBasiCb nepej ca-
MMM coboi 3a cBoe 6e3pencTeme. — VX naTepo, U BCe OHWM BOOPYXeHbI! A TaM... BAPYr Mbl CYMEEM
CKpbITbCA?>»

Panbd cHoOBa KalsHY/, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 TUXWI Kalwenb nepewen B CAaBfieHHbIM CTOH. Bnaa Bbinps-
MWUJICS N pe3KOo MOBEPHYICSA. B HECKONbKUX MeTpax OT HEro BO3/1€ UCTOYAKLWEro Ternblii CBET KOCTpa
nexan 6ecopMeHHON rpyaon NX HEMPEKTOHHbIN CTpax.

MNMapeHb MOpbLIBUCTO Cefl, cbpacbiBasi 04es/10 U C TPYAOM MNbITasiCb YHATb 6elleHoe cepauebuerHne. He-
YXenu ux NpeaBoaMTeNto caenanocb AypHo?! B TakoM cnydae y HUX ¢ KocTel nosiBNsieTcs WaHc...

OH XOTen 6bIN10 TONIKHYTb NPUATENS, OAHAKO B 3TOT MUI Ha (POHE XXENTO-asoro MNjaMeHu BO3HUKNA
UbsA-TO CTpoWiHas durypa. 3aTans AbixaHue, Bnag Habnoaan 3a ee 6eCliyMHbIM ABUXEHMEM, @ KOraa
PaCCTOAHME COKPATUIOCh A0 HECKOJIbKMX METPOB, U3YMJTIEHHO axHYyI.

-Hazap! — pafOCTHbIM LEenoToM BO3BECTUJT OH.

-Yry, - oTo3BasCcs TOT, ONycKasiCb Ha KoseHW. KocTep AaBan AOCTaTOYHO CBeTa, YTOObl 3aMeTUTb He-
KOTOpble nepeMeHbl B 06/1Mke cMyrnioro 6ptoHeTa. OH CUAbHO MUCXYAan U OCYHYJICS, @ L0 MOKpbIBa-
JIN CUHSIKW, LapanuHbl M HEPOBHAA LUETUHA.

-YT0 ThI fenaewsb 30ecb? — BO36yXKAEeHHO ocBegoMuacsa Bnag.

Hasap nuwb KOPOTKO KauyHy/s FONOBOM W, HaArHyBLWCb, C CuAoK noTpsc KocTwo 3a nsedo. BTtopown
NJIeHHWK MTHOBEHHO MPOCHYACS, H6bICTPO Cen 1, YBUAEB UblraHa, n3gaa HEBHATHOE BOCKIMUaHMe.

Bnag cepavTo WMKHYN Ha Hero:
-Mepebyanuwb Bcex!
-HeT, - xpunso Bo3pasun Hazap. — OHK NpoCnAT elle MHOro 4yacos. A MOTYT M BOBCE He MPOCHYTbCH.

-A YeM Tbl UX?.. — BOCTOPXXEHHO N B TO XXe BpPeMsl C onackoin nonHTepecosascs KocTs, OKMHYB NOAsHY
TOpPOMNBbLIM B3r/SI40M.

Haszap npoTsHyn nagoHb C TEMHELWeN Ha Hel ASIMHHONM y3KOoW Tpy6ouUKOoN.
-BbicTpenun wmnaMmm, CMOYEHHbIMW B KPOBU MEPTBOrO 3Mest, — NMOSICHWU OH.
KocTs yanmBneHHO NpUCBUCTHYI.

-Hy n Hy! KpoBb 3MeeB anoBuTa?
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-O6bI4HO YenoBeK Morpy)Xaetcs B ry6oKuiA COH, HO MHOrAa M yMupaeT. DTO Masio KTO 3HaeT. bbiTb
MOXET, TONIbKO S OAWH... 06HAPYXWU OMbITHLIM MYTEM...

CnoKoMHbIN, paxe HebpexHblIn TOH Hasapa 3actaBun Brnaga noexutbcs. OH MpuUcTanbHO BCMOTPESICS
B /INLO NapeHbKa, M, Kak eMy MoKas3anoCb, Hallen B HEM HOBble 4YepTbl. Hazap nponsBoamn BneyaT-
JlIeHNe He HaCMELWJINBOro M BEeCEeNOoro HHOLWM, KakK paHblle, a NOTpenaHHOro XXW3Hbto, BUAEBLLErO U
cMepTb, 1 6onb yenoseka...

A oH caM? OH, Bnaag? He uaMeHunca nm oH 3a MuHyBwMe Hegenun? OHM c KocTel Toxe BUAenn wu
cMepTb, U 60nb...

-bbicTpeHbKkO 0b6bilweM ux n ybepemcss noganblue, - OTPbIBUCTO MNpukasan Hasap. - Bce Bonpochl
nosaHee.

MATb MUHYT CnycTs Hasap yXe C BOCXULIEHWEM BeEpPTEN B pyKax OCTPbIA KMHXan C MHKPYCTUPOBaH-
HOW py6MHaMn pyKosATblo. B 3bIGKOM CUSHMM MiAaMeHW AparoueHHble KaMHM HanoMWHanu KamnesabKu
KpOBW.

-Hembicnumas ygava! — goBonbHO npob6opmoTan ubiraH. — A Tenepb nopa cnewuntb. KTo ero 3Haer,
KaK Ha HMX OeNCTBYET 3TO MPOKASTOoe 3enbe?

-Kyaa MOXHO MATM B TakKoW TEMHOTULLE? — ocBeAoMuics KocTs, npoBepsis HAAEeXHOCTb KpenseHus
HOXEH K CBOEMY Mosicy.

-MoXXHO, ecnn 3HaTb OPUEHTUPOBKMK, - 06poHUN Haszap, B CBOK o4yepeab, 3aTArnMBas Ha TaJlMM KoXa-
HbI nosic. OHowa nogobpan cebe ABa kKMHXana v apbaner, n Tenepb 6bICTPO U YMENOo Npua)mnsars
opyXue K co6CTBEHHON oaexae.

Bnan cMmoTpen Ha Hero € HeBOJIbHbIM BOCXULLLEHUEM:
-Takoe BrneyaTt/sieHne, C/I0BHO Tbl YMeellb BCEM 3TUM MOJSIb30BaTbCA!

CaM OH TOXe «0A0/KMN» Me4y M OaMH u3 apbaneToB, BOT TOAbKO TBEPAOW YBEPEHHOCTU B COBCTBEH-
HOM CrMocoB6HOCTK NYCTUTb BCE 3TO OpYyXMe B X044 Y Hero He 6bi10. BepHee, NyCTUTb-TO OH NYCTUT, HO
HACKOJ/1bKO yMeno?..

Haszap c npoHuen B3rnsaHya Ha NpuaTens.
-KoHeuHo, g yMelo BCeEM 3TUM MNOJSb30BaTbCA!
- cTtpenaTtb n3 apbanera Toxe? — C yBaxeHnem ytTouyHun Kocts.

Brnag cmMepun apyra YHUUMKUTENbHbIM B3M/1S40M, @ KpacuBbli GPIOHET rPOMKO M HacMeLwnmBo (blpK-
Hyn:

-PazymeeTcsa! B TOM 4epTOBOM 3aMKe s MpPOBeN HeMaso BpeMeHu. Xosed nepuogmnyecku ycrtpamsan
3aHATUA No cTpenbbe.

-Kak oH, KCTaTn? — c Tpesorow cnpocun Bnaa.
Hasap paBHOAYLHO noxan njiedamm:
-[a Bpoae ero 3acagmnu B 370 nx noasemesnve. Unn yobunu yxe.

Bnaa, noxonoaes, NOTPSACEHHO B3rAHYN Ha KOCTIO - TOT LWUMPOKO PacKpbITbIMU rNasaMu yCcTaBuUCSa Ha
Haszapa, 1 faxe Mpak HOYHOrO sleca He CKpblJl ero BHEe3arnHo NpocTynuBLUYyto 6/1e4HOCTb.

-3T0 51 BUHOBAT, - NPOXPUNEN OH.

-B ueM? - npe3putenbHo npoueawns Hasap. — B TOM, 4TO XOTen BbIXWUTb M MOMOYb Apyry? [a n Boob6-
e, B 3TOM MUpe BbIXMBAET cubHenwunn! Hy, naem nnm Het?

N oH ckpbincs Mexay aepeBbsiMu. Bnag n KocTs, nepernsiHyBLINCh, NOCNEA0Baan 3a HUM.
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I'maBa 13. B mecy c Haszapowm

Bnaga pasbyamn cunnbii KoctuH kawenb. OTKPbIB r/1a3a, oHOLWa CepaunuTo MoTPsSC rofl0BON, OTFOHAS
nocneaHme octatkn 06pbIBOYHOIO CHA, U HEYKJI0XKE Cefl, CO CTOHOM BbINPAMASA CninHy. HouyeBaTb Ha
MEp3/101 3eMne, K yTpy MpONUTbIBaBLUENCS XON04AHOM pocoi, 6bs10 OYeHb HEMPUSATHO, U K MOMEHTY
npobyxxaeHns 3aTeKana Kaxaas Mblwua.

CnaTb OHW JIernIn TONbKO Mapy YacoB Hasah — Haszap BbIHYAWN CBOMX CMYTHMKOB OGOWTM eaBa Niv He
BeCb Nec. «Ha BCAKMM cny4dan» - XMypo MOsSiICHWUA ubiraH. CaM rMbkuii Kak KowKa, OH U B TEMHOTE
BuAen nogobHo npeacTaBUTENsIM CEMENCTBA KOWaybhX, — BO BCSKOM Clyyae, Mexay AepeBbsMU fa-
BMpPOBaJl BECbMa JIOBKO. 3aTo criefoBaBluMe 3a HMM KocTa n Bnaa K KOHUY MNyTewecTBus mucuapana-
JINCb KOJTFOUYMMW KYCTaMn M MONYYUSIN MO HECKOJIbKY YBECUCTbIX YAapOB BETKaMU.

Eule He BNonHe OTOWEALWMA OT HOYHbIX Fpe3 MapeHb MOA03PUTENbHO Brasaencsa B ¢urypy Kocru,
NieXalero Ha CoOCeAHEeM niene U KasaBLerocs CAMWKOM 6neAHbIM M NOoTHbIM. MpoTsHyB pyky, Bnag
KOCHyNca n16a NpusaTens n 06eCcnoKOeHHO HAaXMYpPUCS: Yy ero apyra siBHo 6bisla TeMneparypa.

OT npukocHoBeHMS KOCTS NpoCHyCsA 1 3acToHan.
-MnTb... - NnpobopMoTan oH. — boxe, kak 60anT ronoea...
PaaoM Bo3HMK Hasap ¢ dnsarom B pyke.

-Ha, nepxwn, — 6ypKkHyn OH.

KOCTS »aAHO MPUMHWUK K FOpblWKY MNOTpeckaBWWMMUCSA rybamMu M caenan HeCcKONbKO CyAOPOXHbIX
rNoTKOB. Hasap MpayHo Habnoan 3a HUM.

-BecbMa cBOeBpeMeHHO, - efKO 3aMeTus OH.

-4YTO MMEHHO? — oTopBaBLUINCL OT NSXKKM, 03adavyeHHOo cnpocun KocT4.
Hazap pasapa)>eHHO MOSACHWII:

-[a 3abonen Tbl BOBpEMS, HUYErO HE CKaXeLb!

-MoXxHO noaymaTb, s cneuymanbHo! — obmnpenca Kocrs.

-He xBaTano eue cneuynanbHo!

-CnywarTe, 3aTkHuUTecb! — He Bblaepxan Bnag. OHW 3amonyanu M yCcTaBuAUCb Ha Hero: Kocta - ¢
obneryeHnem M HeKOTOpbIM 3/10paACcTBOM, Hazap - BO3MyLEeHHO. — [lyMato, CTOUT nocnewnTb, BAPYT
Panbd ouHyncs...

Ha3zap »XeCcTKO yCMexHYyNcs:
-HeT. 4, B oTnnumne oT Bac, cnatb He NOXucda. Xoann ux nposeaaTb.

-CnaAT? - C COMHeHMeM MouHTepecoBancs Bnaa. YTo-To Bo B3rnsae Hasapa Bbi3biBano TpeBoOry, Ka-
KOe-TO C/ienoe rHeTyllee npeayyBCcTBUE.

LibiIraH nocMOTpen NpsiMO eMy B rfa3a WU OTYET/IMBO, C HAXUMOM MPOU3HEC:
-HeT. OHUM MepTBbI.
-Bce? - yxacHynca KocTs.

Hazap nokocuncsa Ha Hero um obHaxun B Henobpol ynbibke KpynHble 6enble 3y6bl (M Kak OH yMyA-
pUACsa CoXpaHuUTb Mx 6e3ynpeydHyto 6€n1n3Hy B MOXOAHLIX yCnoBuax?!):

-PasymeeTcs, Bce! { cneuunanbHO ybeansica n NnpuHsanN mMepsbl.

-A MMEHHO? - HacTopoxuncsa Bnag, goragbiBasCb, KakowW mocnegyeTr oTBeT. Ero 3aTowHMNo oT oT-
BpalleHUa 1M oT4acTU — cTpaxa.

-He noHuMaewsb? — 4OBOILHO XOXOTHYN Hasap. — 4 yb6un nx. Jobun, BepHee ckasaTb!

KocTta n3pgan HEBHATHOE BOCK/IMLAHWE, a ero Apyr, BCKOYMB Ha HOru, C 6p63FJ'IVIBOCTbI'O ocBeaomMun-
ca:

-Tbl HEHOpMasibHbIN? MpPoCTO Tak ybun natepbix Yenosek?!
-MpocTo Tak? — Hapacrnes MOBTOPWUA OHbIN Youliua U MPOHMYHO Nokadan rososoi. — Hy u Hy! MpocTo
Tak!
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OH YCTpOWJICSt Ha CBOEW NoACTUKE, MPUHSIB AEMOHCTPATMBHO-BabS)KHYIO MO3Y.

-Cagb M ycnokoncsi, Manbuumilka! — B ero ToHe CKBO3MNa Takas HaAMeHHOCTb, 4YTO Bnaa wucnbitan
XKryyee XenaHMn BbIXBAaTUTb CBOM Med. — Thbl BCE elle XUBELWb MO NpaBuiaM CBOEro LMBUIN30BAHHO-
ro Mmpa, XoTsi nopa 6bl MOHATb — Tbl OUYYTUIICA B XYTKOW peanbHOCTU, U TBOS ponb — AWUYb! OQnub, Thbl
noHMMaewb?!

-MpekpaTn pasroBapuBaTb CO MHOW Kak c pebeHkoMm! — okoHuaTenbHO ob6o3nuncsa Brnag. — MHe yxe
He BoceMHaauaThb!

OH HEeBO/IbHO MoWMan HacMewnnBbln B3rNaa KocTu — 6bIBLUMA COKYPCHUK MPEKPACHO 3Has, yuTo Ae-
BATHaALATb €MY UCMOJIHNUIOCh COBCEM HEAaBHO.

Hazap paccMmesancs:

-Mpuyem TyT BMONOrMyecknii Bo3pacT? 3Haelwb, Ha CleayoLWni AeHb Nocne Bawero nobera MeHs oT-
npaBunn BoeBaTb. Bbl B Kypce, € KeM?

-Ja, - cKkBO3b 3YGbI oTtBeTtun Bnag v naoxHynca O6paTHO Ha noaCTuiiKy, BCEM CBOMM BMAOM MOKa3bl-
Bad, 4UTO Aenaet ogosmkeHune. — C KakKMMMU-TO AeMOHaMKU 1 3MesaMu. OQHOro 3Mesl Mbl Ja)e MNoBCTpe-
Yyanu.

-Hy, n Kak? - ¢ ropbkon npoHunen obpoHmn Hasap. He goxaaswncb OTBETA, CMOKOMHO NPOAOSIXKUA: -
OemoHbl ewe noxnewe. CoCcToAT U3 MefbyalllnX CBepKaloLwWwmMxX 4YacTul Bpode asiMa3HoM Nbiiv u yme-
IOT MeHATb 06K B CUYMTAHHbIE CEKYHAbl, MOIYT MPOHUKATb B Ntobble wenn n obnagatT Kosnoccanb-
HOW CUJI0N.

Bnaa HEBOMbHO MOEXWNCS, BCMOMHUB MOMYAPHbIA GUAbM 0 MyTaHTax M MOHCTpax. BcTpetutbcsa c
TaKUMU CO34aHUSMU BXMBYH OH HMKOrAa He Medtan. Cuadawmin psaaom KocTs HEPBHO CrIOTHYN — ©
eMy SIBHO cAenanocb He no cebe.

-Ha Momnx rnasax oguH U3 3MeeB pa3opBas Ha 4Yactm AHgpeaca. A...

-Koro?! — ogHOBpeMeHHO BOCKNMKHYNM KocTa n Bnag. lNMocnegHero cHosa 3amMyTuo.

Hasap cnatoHyn Ha 3eM/K0 U MHY HOron 6mXanwnii KaMeHsb.

-Yero axaete? [a, nMeHHO AHApeaca! 3penuuie ManonpuaTHoe. XoTuTe nogpobHocTn?

-HeT yX, yBO/bTe, - 3anpoTecToBas CTaBLWMI NOYTK 3eneHbiM KocTa. — He HyxHO!

-, KCcTaTK, egBa cnaccs. A pacckasaTtb, Kak ybuBaloT A4EMOHbI?!

B ero ronoce nosBuaMCb UCTepUYECKME HOTKK, Bnaa ke, HanpoTuB, YCNOKOUICS.

-Caoenan MUOCTb, HUYEro He pacckasbiBan. Bce nepexuntoe To60M y>XacHO, HO npuyem 3aecb Panbd?

-Tbl He noHan?! — 3aopan Haszap, BCKaknBas Ha HOMM, NIMLO ero UCKasuaoCb OT HEHABUCTU. — Panbd
npoaancsa Xo3samHy Hukons, Xoseda n Pobepta! OH korga-to 6b11 TakuUM Xe MAEeHHUKOM, Kak Mbl, a
Tenepb NoBUT aeseptmposB! He BotoeT, a Hac nosuT!

-Yero Kpuumnwb, Mbl Be4b He 3HaNW, - NpUuMMpuUTenbHO ckasan Kocrs.

-He 3Hanu oHun! - nmpoueann ubiraH, CHoOBa ycakmasiCb. — Ml Tak Bce NoHATHO. Mornn 6bl, KCTatu, U
nobnarogapuTtb 3a cnaceHue!

-Cnacmbo, KkoHe4Ho, HO Panbda Tbl Youn He pagu Hac, a pagn cebs, - cyxo 3ametun Bnag. OH 4yyBCT-
BoBaNn cebs mMpernyno M He 3Han, KakoW MaHepbl MOBeAeHUs Tenepb npuaepxusaTtbcs. Ero cnerka
NnoATallHMBANO OT BCEro YCMblWAHHOIO, B BOOBpaxeHuUn CMeHsnu Apyr apyra obpasbl: ucTekawowas
KpoBbto Taucus, 3aKoBaHHbIA B uenu Xosed, MepTBbii AHApeac... CKONbKO elle XepTB Bnepeau, u
He CTaHyT JIn UMW 1 OHU Tpoe? Braa Ha cekyHAy NpeacTaBus, YTo OWyYTUT, ecnu KOCTo Ha ero rnasa
y6bl0T, 1 HEBOJILHO COAPOrHYCS.

-9 06 aTOM Panbde HacnbiwaH, - rayxo nporosopun Hasap. — CaaucTt TOT ewle.
-Bpsaa nu oH xyxe Hukons, - so3pasun Bnag.
Libiran noxkan nneyamu:

-Mo MHe Tak Xyxe. JInyHo MeHsa Hukonsa ocobo He Tporan. OH, Mexay NpoyuM, CTpalHo o06o3nunacs,
Korga Bbl CMbINIUCh.

-Ewe 6b1, - npobopmMoTan Bnaa, BnepBble 3a AO/IFOEe BPeEMS UCMbITbIBAsS yAOBIeTBOpeHMne. — A Tbl caM
Kak O4YyTWUJICS B 3TOM Jiecy?
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-Je3epTupoBan, - XMbikHysl Haszap. — A NpoOLWION HOYbK HATKHYJ/CS Ha Bac. 3peHne y MeHs OTnumu-
Hoe.

- BCe paBHO, KaK Tbl YMYAPWJICSA HAC y3HaTb? — noka4as ronoson Kocrs.

-Hy, a Habnwogan 3a Bamu. C aepesa. o ronocam onpegenun. [a s 6bl U1 HE3HAKOMbIX MNEHHUKOB
ocBoboans. ACHO e, YTo 3TO Takme xe beaHsArn, Kak s cam! — oH nomMon4yan u c BbI3oBOM gobasun: -
A Panbda s aBHO yXe NMpUKOHYUTb HaMmepeBancs! Ytobbl onepeanTb ero camoro.

«A cymero nn q Y6MTb yesnioBeKa, €C/in BOSHUKHET Heob6xoaMMOoCTb?>» - BApYr nogayman Bnaa. OH no-
nblTancs BOO6paSMTb CnTyauuro, Korga emMy npuaeTcs 06HaXXNTb Me4y KU Ha caMOM gene MPOH3UTb UM
CcBOero npotuBHUKa. OKaXuCb 3TUM NPOTUBHUKOM KTO-HVI6y,C|,b M3 Hapoaa 3MeeB WIN HeBeAOMbIX fe-
MOHOB — C JIerkocTbio. Ho venoBseka...

«Pa3Be 4TO MEHsi 3aroHs/ B Yrosl U He OCTaBsT APYroro BbIXOAd, - MPOHECNO0Ch B MbiCnaX Bnapa. -
Ho Tak, kak Haszap, 9 Bps4 M CMOry... Aa ewe 1 Crnawmx...»

XXX

-Kyzna Mbl XOTb HanpaBnasiemMcs? — nontbonbiTcTBoBan KocTa Ha cneayrowuini Beyep, KOTOPbIA OHU
NpoBOAMAM Ha 3apoclleM 6epery TMXON peku.

-B ocoboe MecTeuko, MHe O HeM pacckasbiBanu, - TyMaHHO MNosicHMA Hasap, Brpbi3ascb 3ybamu B
yepcTBOe neyeHbe. — Takoh cebe ropoaoK, UM NpaBUT HEKUI XyaH.

-XyaH? - BcTpeneHnynca Kocta. — K HEMY-TO Mbl 1 camun wnu!

-A KTO OH? — ocBegomMusacsa Bnaa, orxnebHyB CONMAHbLIA FMOTOK BUHA M3 MO3aMMCTBOBaHHON y Panbda
dnarn.

Hazap noxan nnevyamu:
-foBOPAT, NPOTUBHUK X0O35MHA. Y HMUX CBOEro poga NpoTUBOCTOSHUE.

-[Ja KTO TakoWn 3TOT YepToOB XO035IMH? — pasfpaxkeHHO cnpocun Bnaa, ToXe NpUHMMAasiCb 3a KaMeHHOe
rneyeHoe. — Bce 0 HEM YyNOMMHAKOT, @ KTO OH Takon — monyar!

-HWKTO ero He BMAesn, KpoMe HUKoNSA ¢ KoMMNaHuen, BoT U Monyar...

HekoTopoe BpeMs uapwuia Hanpsi)KeHHas TuwuHa. HakoHey, Hasap 3aroBopwus, oTpsaxmBast CO CBOEW
noTpenaHHOM TYHUKN KPOLUKW:

-Y Hac NpoBM3K1S 3aKOHYMIACb, TOIbKO YTO Noc/iegHee neyeHbe cnonanu.
- BMHO pgonunu, - cornacuncs Bnag, nobontas onycreswen Gasron.
Hasap B34OXHY:

-Hapo nooxoTtutbcs. Monpobyto 3aliua Kakoro-HMbyab COoBUTL.

- Tbl cyMeewsb ero NoToM NpuUroToBUTL? — C U3AEBKOW NouHTepecosBasncsa Bnaa. — Becbma comHeBa-
I0Cb. A CblpOe MSICO, Aa elle U MOXHaToe, 1 eCTb He MOry.

-N He ewsb! - pazo3nunca ubiraH u cepamto gobasun: - M Boobule, KakoBbl TBOU NpeasioxXeHnsa? Yem
nnTaTbca?

-MO>XXHO opexaMu, - HEOCTOPOXXHO BCTaBu KocTs.
Hazap pe3ko 06epHyNcs K HEMY, ero YepHble rfia3sa nosibIXHY M 3/10CTbIO:
-Cam nuTtanca opexamum! MeHs IMYHO OT HUX YXKe TOWHUT!

Bnaa BanbsXXHO pacTAHY/NCSA Ha TpaBe M NEeHUBO YNbIOHYCA (XOTS ynbibaTbCs eMy BOBCE He XxoTe-
10Cb):

-Bansai, noBu 3ainues, TONIbLKO rOTOBUTbL UX 1 He 6yay!
-Toraa v ectb He 6yaewwnb!

-Hy, 3TO Mbl ewe NOCMOTPUM... - C YrPO30i NMPOTAHYN tOHOLWA, NpUNoAHUMasck Ha nokTte. Ux 3arope-
NbI CNYTHUK AABHO YXe 37111 ero CBOel HaCMeLIMBON HarfoCTblo U U3NULIHEN CaMOyBEpPEHHOCTbIO,
W ceyac Tnewulee naamsa sspocTv rotoBo 6b110 NPeBPaATUTLCS B HeyMnpaBasieMblid noxap.

KocTa c onackoi MOKOCUCA Ha Apyra, ABHO NpeayyBCTBYS BO3MOXHY CCOPY, M MOCMELLIHO NMporoBo-
pun:
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-XoTuTe, 9 NpUroToBan? TONbKO, Yyp, CaM S 3TO NOTOM €CTb He CTaHy!

BbIBLWINI COKYPCHUK paccMmesncs, a Hasap, KMcno ynblbHYBLWMCb, NOAHSNCSA HA HOMM W AefaHHO He-
6peXXHbIM TOHOM MpPOMU3HEC:

-Hy, uTo X, ANs Hayana nonpobyeM NpUroToBUTb BOT 3Ty NTUYKY...

Bnaa obepHynca Kak pas BoBpeMsi, YTObbl yBUAETb HEGO/bLIYIO YEpHY C cepebpoM NTuuy, pacro-
NIOXMBLUYIOCA Ha BeTKe b6nvxaliwero aepesa. NepHaTas CTpaHHULA cuaena COBepLUEHHO HErMoaBUX-
HO M CMOTpENia Ha HMX Bblpa3nUTEsIbHbIMU BI@XKHbIMU 1la3aMu Taucuu.

Hasap noaHan ap6anet, npuuenunacsa, U B Ceayowmii MU oKasasca Ha 3eM/e, a CBEPXY Ha HEro Ha-
Ba/nCAa BCel TsxecTblo Bnaga.

-Ewe xoTb pas... nonpobyit... - Npowmnnen oH, caaBnmeas ropao Hasapa. MocneaHuii 3axpunen u rno-
MbITancsa BbIpBaTbCsl, 0AHAKO MPOTMBHUK NIULWb CUSIbHEE CXKan nasnblbl. B HEM knokoTano cnenoe 6e-
LUEHCTBO, 3aTMeBas pasyM W 3aryLias MbIC/u.

-MepecTtaHb, He aypu! — 3akpuuyan KocTts, oTTarmBas npusaTtens 3a nnedn. — Tbl NOTOM XaneTb Oy-
aeuwb!

-He 6yay, - cepauTo Bo3pasuia TOT, HO XBaTKy BCce-Taku ocnabun.

Hazap, BOCMONb30BaBLWNCb CEKYHAHOW MepeabllKon, NpOBOPHO OTKATUACSA B CTOPOHY U, C TPyAOM
ceB, NoTep nobarpoBeBLYHO LWELD.

-Tbl NCMX nocneaHen ctaanum! — BO3MYLLEHHO 3asBM OH, CO 3/10CTbIO NOrNs4blBass Ha packpacHesLlle-
rocsa Bnaga. - Ecnn Tbl y6exaeHHbIN BeretapmaHel, 06 3ToM MOXHO coobLwnTb crioBamMu!

KocTs u3gan HepBHbI CMeLwokK, a Bnaa nocaanmeo HaxMypucs.

-Jeno He B BeretapuaHcTBe! XOT4... s, NOXanyW, BPEMEHHO BO34EPXYCb OT Msca. Mano nu, Kakue
TYT 3BEpPU HacCTosLWMe...

-B cMbICcne — HacTosawme? — He NnoHan Hasap.

Ho cobecegHMK HMYeEro He OTBETW/, MOSYa OTBEPHYBLUMCb B APYryk CTOpPOHY. Ero aywunu 6onb u
oT4yasiHMe — YyBCTBA, BbIpa3nTb KOTOPbIE OH HE MOT U He yMerl...

XXX

Bnaa notepsin cyeT AHSIM. YTPO MiaBHO MepeTekasio B BeYep, a 3aTeM B HOYb, W BCE HAYMHaNOCh 3a-
HOBO. lNoroJa B OCHOBHOM CTOSi/1a siICHasi, XOTS BpPeMs OT BpeMeHU Hebo Bce-Taku MnokpbliBasa bene-
casi nefneHa, - a NOpoK Aaxke HakpanbiBaa MPOMO3r/bl A0XKAb.

-He noiMy, 4uTo 3a ce30H ceinvac, - npoBopyan KocTs, TOCKNMBO OrnsiabiBass CBOM MSOTHbIM XWUNET.
MpocTyna y napHs ycrnena nepemTty B CTaAMIO XPOHUYECKON - BAMXKe K BeYyepy U paHHWUM YyTPOM ero
My4uS Kallefb, a HoYaMM - Xap, OAHaKO KHOWaAa ynpsMO CKpbiBana Manenwme CMMANTOMbl HegOMOra-
HUS. CAnMwKoM NamMsATHbI 6biin cnoBa Hazapa 0 HeCBOeBpeMeHHOCTU 3aboneBaHus.

-[lyman, ceitvyac neTo, HO Tenepb COMHEBAIOCh, - Npogos/mkan Kocrs.

Bnaa, yyscTtBoBaBWUNA cebs 6onee KOMPOPTHO B nogapeHHoW Panbdom KypTKe, BCKUHYN B3rns84 Ha
He 3aropa>kMBaeMblil AePEBbAMU yHaCTOK SpPKO-CUMHero Heba, - MyTHUKM B odYepeaHOn pa3 3abpenu B
nec.

-Moxonogano, cornaceH, - NoATBEPAMN OH, B3abixas. — Ho, Boobuwe, 6biBalOT 1M 34eChb 3MMa, OCEHb U
Tak ganee?

-[a, - KUBHyN Konaywwunin Haa obeagom Hasap — cerogHs HacTynuna ero odepeab rotoBuUTb. — lMNona-
rat, ceryac oCeHb.

-U uTO Xe a 6yay aenatb 3uMon? - npobopmoTan KocTsa, noexmnBasicb. — OKOJIEEM Mbl.

Ha3ap HaCMeLWnnBo yrlbl6HYJ'ICF| N CKNOHWUNICA Haf4 XXeCTAHbIM KOTEJIKOM, B KOTOPOM Bapw/l HECKOJIbKO
KapTO(be}'IVIH. OXOTUTbCA UbIraH Tak U He cTas, BUAMMO, OrnacasiCb He CnNpaBUTbCA C NPUTroTOBJIEHUNEM
MACa, n p86ﬂTa A0BOJZIbCTBOBAJ/IMCb OBOLWLAMN N OpEXaMun.

-Tbl yero yxmbinsewbca? — obumxeHHO Hacynunica Kocta. — Tebe Toxe 6yaer npoxnagHo B TBOEW
Tpanouke. 3To Bnagy xopowo, y Hero KypTkal

-He Takas yx v Tennas, - HeMe4JsIeHHO BO3pa3sus, BCTpeneHyBLnCb, Brnaa.
Haszap onepeaunn KocTio, yke cobpaBLuerocs WyMHO 3anpoTecToBaTh:
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-0a He kucHuTe Bbl! K 3umMe Mbl nnbo nobepemcs o XyaHa, nmb6o nornbHem!
-3aMeyaTenibHasa nepcrnekTuBa, - MpadyHo 06poHun KocTsa, norpyxascb B XMypoe MoniyaHue.

Mocne obepa, COCTOSIBLLUErO M3 HEAOBApPEHHOW HECONEeHOM KapTOWKW, Hasap mpuHAACa cknagbiBaTb
BELLM B CBOM caMoAeNbHbIN ptok3aKk. Bnag HeEOXOTHO nocneaoBan NpMMeEpY HOHOLWMN.

-YT0, ONATL B AOPOry? — HEeLOBOJSIbHO OCBEAOMUIICS OH. — A yXKe HOr He owyato!
-He Hygn! - nomopwmncs Hasap. - Begewb cebs kKak geB4YoHKa!

Bnag nobarpoBen un yrpoxatoLe cxan Kynaku.

-3aTKHYyCs 6bl Thl!

-Oi, nagHo, - oTMaxHyncs cobeceaHmk. — Bbl ¢ Kocten Takume obuaumsblie, ocobeHHO Tbi. B3pbiBa-
€LlbCs Mo MasenweMy noBoay.

YTob6bl M36aBUTbLCS OT Kybsawenca B aywe apoctm, Bnag ¢ cunon nHyn 6nmxanwee gepeso. 3a Mu-
HYBLUME AHW MapeHb Tak 4acTo 3/IMAcs Ha Hasapa, uTo obpa3 ubliraHa ycnen cnutbCs B ero Boobpa-
YKEHUW CO 3/10CHaCTHbIM Hukons.

KocTsi 06ecrnokoeHHO B3M/siHyNl Ha Apyra W, MPUABMHYBLUMCb K HEMY BMJIOTHYH, YCMOKauWBawoLle
LenHyn:

-He 6epun B ronoy! OH NpOCTO AepeBEHLLMHA...

Bnaa caepaHHO kuBHY. O6nekaTb CBOM MbICAIM B C/I0BA OH HE PUCKHYJI, ONacasiCb HEHapOKOM Mpo-
6yanTb Tnewulee B Aylie 6elweHCTBO.

Haszap c 6ecneyHbiM BUAOM cobmpan oCcTaTKM MUK, HEMPOMKO HACBUCTbIBas KakKoM-TO HE3HAKOMbIN
MOTMB, U MUHYT AECATb CNYCTS, yXXe MOTYLWMUB KOCTep, Ae/T0BUTO OCBEAOMMUICS:

-F'oToBbI? B TakoM cnyyae naem!

N oH 604po 3awaran no eaBa 3aMeTHOM Tponke. Ka3anocb, ero HUCKO/IbKO He BOSTHYET OTKPOBEHHas
HENpUsA3Hb CNYTHUKOB.

Bnag 3n06Ho nocMoTpen emy Bcnea.

-OTKyAa OH 3HaeT, KyAa natmn? — ckBo3b 3y6bl Npoueansa OH, CEpAUTO LWYpPSCh.

KocTa xnonHyn npusaTens no naedvy 1 NnpuMUpUTENbHO 3aMeTus:

-Kakas pasHuua? naBHoe, YTo HaM € TO6OM He NPUXOAUTCS BbIYMCAATL, FAe ceBep U BOCTOK!
-Ho MOXHO N1 fOBepSATb 3TOMY TUNY?

KocTsa nuwb passen pykamu:

-A y Hac ecTb Bblbop? JlagHO, naem, a To BeAlb YMUUTCS, Noau, AOrOHAN noTom!
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I'maBa 14. Suwepsi, BEMOHEI M INPOYME MOHCTPEL..

Bnaay Kasanocb, MPOLSO yXe HEeCKOSbKO 4acoB, a Hasap mpoaosxan HeBO3MYTUMO ClefoBaTb Ka-
KMM-TO €My OIHOMY W3BECTHbIM MapLUPyTOM, C/IOBHO 6bl M HE UCMbITLIBAsA YCTaNOCTH.

Crywanumcb CyMepKku, 1 BbICOKME AEPeBbS C MbIWHON JIMCTBOW TOMbKO YCKOPSANN NMPUBAMKEHNE HOYN.
Bnaa npoapor n HEBOJIbHO COYYBCTBOBasl KOoCTe, KOTOpbIA OT X0J/10a pacKkpacHescs U To U Aeno pas-
pakancs XpUnbiM Kallusem.

«ELle HeCKONbKO AHEW — 1 A NUMWYCb Apyra, - C TpeBOron ayman Bnaa, BHMMaTenbHO NpUrnaabiBasich
K KocTe. — Y Hero ckopo 6yaeT BocnasneHue nerkux!s

-9 xouy ogHoro — 3abpaTbCsa Mog BaTHOE O4ESNI0 U MPUXBaTUTbL C CO60M ropsiumMii 4yam C MedoM... -
npusHancsa Kocrs, ¢ cunoin pactupas npeanseybs.

-Cton! - cepanto ckomMaHgoBan Bnag, 3apaHee coxanesl, YTO BblHYXAEH NMposBUTb 61aropoacTteo. —
Oepxu!

OH Toponnueo, 60sick NepeayMaTth, c6pocun KypTKy Panbda 1 XMypo NpoTsaHy ee Apyry. XonoAHbli
BeTep ob6nan Bnaga cBoeli MpPOMO3r/ioin BOSIHOW, WU MapeHb, MOEXMBLIMCb, C TOCKOW MOKOCWU/ICS Ha
TOTYAC MOKPbIBLUYHCS MyMbIPbILLKaMU KOXY.

KocCTsa n3yMneHHO yCTaBUICS Ha NpudaTens.

-Tbl CBUXHYJICSA? — YTOYHU OH. — Tebe xapko?

-OueHb! — dbIpkHYN Bnaa, Toxe NpuHMMasCb pacTmpaTtb PYKU 1 naedn. — bepu xe, HakoHew!
-N He noaymato, - HaoTpes oTkazancsa Kocta. — C Kakoi CTaTu Tbl MHE OTAAaelWb CBOKO oaexay?

-Ecnu Tbl cenyac e ee He HageHewsb, 9 Tebs ybblo! — NpUrpo3un Apyr, WBbIPHYB KYPTKY Ha 3eMJ10 U
BrnepuB B cobecegHuKa 37101 B3rnsaa.

KocTsa cy3un rnasa:
-He ockopbnan MeHs, apyxuule. A TO 1 BeAb TOXE Ha B3BOAE.

-Hy, 4TO Bbl TYT 3acTpsann? — HeAOBOJIbHO MPOTSAHY/N Hasap, KOTOpPbIA 3a BPEMS MX KOPOTKOW rnepe-
nasaku ycnen oTOMTU Ha NpUIMYHOE paccTosHue. — [JoroHanTe!

-Mbl He caBMHEMCS C MecCTa, MnoKa 3TOT KPeTUH He ofdeHeTcal — pasapaxeHHo oTo3Basncs Brag.
Koctsa nobarposen:
-MoBTOpPM, UTO Tbl CKazan!

-A KTO Tbl ewe?! — BbIKpUKHYN Bnag. — Tl xouewb, YTobbl 9 nocsie Tancum nNoxopoHun euwe n teba?!
Tbl AyMaelb, 1 HUWYero He 3amMedato?! TBOM Kallenb, XpuUnbl?...

-KTo Takas Taucusa? - yamBreHHo cnpocun Hasap, NpMbam3mMBLINCE K CYTHUKAM.

Bnaa He yaocToun ero oTBETOM, MpoAonxkas cMOTpeTb Ha KocTio. TOT HECKOMbKO CeKyHA Monyan, Ts-
Keno Ablwa, noToM MPUHSINCA C OMep3eHMeEM MepeofeBaTbCs. Bcyuns Apyry CBOK TYHWKY, OH C siB-
HOW HEOXOTOM HaKMHYN KYPTKY M TONbKO TOrAa 3aroBopui:

-YT0, TENepb foBOAEH?

-He Tak yTo6bI A4OBOMEH, HO XOTb NepexuBaTb 6yay MeHblle, - 0TO3BascsA Bnaa, yHbIIO KOHCTATUPYS,
UYTO CTapblii Hapsa KocTu SiBHO He npeAHa3HadeH Ans npox/saAHoro BpeMeHu roaa.

-A Tenepb notuwe, 6yabte 4ob6pbI, - Nnogan ronoc Hasap. — Hu 3ByKa!

Bnaa BO3MyLLEHHO BCKUHY/ FrOA0BY — Hasap octaHoBuACS y 6amxaliwero aepesa U, NMpUCIOHUBLLUNCH
K LWepLlaBoMy CTBOJY, K YEMY-TO NMPUCYLUMBASCH.

-Tbl yero? - yctano ocsegommncsa Koctd, nogxoas K ubiraHy. OH ewe He BepHyn cebe npuBbIYHO-
6narogylwHoe HacTpoeHme, a NOTOMY HeAOBOJIbHO Cynuiics. — Ha 4To Tbl TaM CMOTPULWbL? YTO-TO BU-
AVwb?

-CnbiWwy... - oAHMMKU rybamum BbiMONBMA TOT. — U, ymonsto, monyute!

Bnag HanpsXeHHO BCiywancs B Bel-lepHMl;’l necHom wyM™m, 0ogHAaKoO HU4Yero ocobeHHOoro He ynosusn. OH
YXe co6mpanc;1 rpoMornacHo BbicMeATb Hasapa, HO B C)'IE,CI,YI-OU.I,VIVI MUl A0 €ro cnyxa AgoHecCCda CMYyT-
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Hbli POKOT. HaxMypuBLUMCb, NapeHb 3aMep W, NoiMMaB BCTPEBOXEHHbIN B3rnsg KocTu, MoHsA, 4To U
€ro NpuaTeNb YC/bllaa 3TOT HEBHATHbIN MOKa elle 3BYK.

OHM cTosiMn, 605ICb MOLWEBENNTLCS, HE MEHEE MATU MUHYT, KOr4a CKBO3b MyXoe pblYaHue CTanan npo-
6mBaTbCs OTAENbHbIE (pa3bl.

-[laBali TyT NPU3EM/IMMCS, - Pa3Heccs Had OKPYrol MpauyHblii 6aCOBUTLIA TONOC, U CEKYHAY ChyCTs
n3-3a lepeBbEB BbILLIE OFPOMHbIN AWwep.

OT yxaca v yauBneHus Bnaa 6ykBanbHO OCTONIGEHEN, BMEpBbie B XWU3HM MO-HACTOSALEMY OCO3HaB
3HauyeHue 3Toro rnarona. Bo pTy nepecoxno OT BOJIHEHUS, a cepale 3abunocb C 6eleHol CKopo-
cTbto. Ctoswmnii psaom Kocts nobnegHen, Ha nbéy BbICTynuaa UCnapuHa, U Tonbko Hasap coxpaHun
6e3MATEXHbIN BUA.

DTOT sAwep 6bl1 MOMEHblle BCTPEYEHHOro paHee Bnaaom v KocTei, M Bce-Taku BbIrnsaen rpomMag-
HbIM: 34aKWUIA TMraHTCKUI KpbinaTbld BapaH. Tyck/as yewys B CyMepKax NMpousBoAusa BreyaTtsieHue
ManaxuMToOBOM, a YepHble rnasa ropenv nogobHo ABYM yrosibkaM. CriefioM 3a MOHCTPOM Ha MOJISHY
CTYNWUN KTO-TO CTPEMUTENbHbIA U JIETKWUIA, O4epTaHMAMW HamNoOMMHAKWMIA YenoBeka, COCTOSILEero 13
TbICAYN NbANHOK.

«ITO U eCTb IEMOH?» - HEJOYMEHHO MoJyMan Bnaa, ¢ MHTepecoM paccMaTpuBas NopasuUTesbHY du-
rypy.

[eMOH He Wen, a C/IOBHO Napwui Hag caMoW 3eMJiei, U B KaXKA0M ero ABUXEHUWN yraiblBasacb ocobas
rpauusi 1 usswectso. MNonynpospayHblit, MepUaloLWmMii AaXKe Npu CTOJIb CKYAHOM OCBELLEHWM, OH MOr
CUMTaTbCS NO-CBOEMY KPAaCWBbLIM.

«OH 1M oHa?» - C HEPBHOW UPOHMEN XMbIKHY Bnaa, npoaonxkas cnegmTb 3a MPOUCXOASALWMM Ha Mo-
nsHe.

BapaH-nepepoCTOK MOTHYJ/T CBOEN AOBOJbHO YPOAJ/IMBOM MOI0OBOM M OCKa/nA KOHYCcOoobpa3sHbie XenTo-
BaTble KJ1bIKW.

«Heyxenn ynbibaetcsa?» - BCe C TOW e HEPBO3HOCTbIO Nnoayman Bnaa.
Swep MaxHyn XBOCTOM W npopblyan:
-Ecnun 3T0T XyaH OKaXeTcs TakKuUM Xe, Kak 1 ero ABOMHUK — KASIHYCb, COXpy ragal

Bnapa, B3AporHyB, nckoca B3rnsHyn Ha KocTio. B nuue apyra uMtanocb 6€CnokomcTBo: no-BuanMomMy,
3HaKOMOe MMS BCTPEBOXWUIIO U ero. Tak nn yx 6e3onacHo ybexuule, B KOTOPOE OHW HanpaBAsTCs?
fOHowa obepHyncs K Hasapy, ogHaKo TOT NO-MpeXHeMy oCTaBasiCid HEBO3MYTUM.

«BOT 6ecUyBCTBEHHbIN NeHb!» - 06031KCsS Bnag n cHoBa NOCMOTPEN Ha MNoJIsHY.

-Kak 6bl Tebe He NogaBUTbLCA 3TUM XyaHOM, - 3aroBopus AEMOH, COBEPLUNB CTPEMUTESbHbIN U3SLLHbIN
nUpyaT B Bo34yxe. [0N10C CTpaHHOro CBepKalLWero Co3gaHns Bbl3Basl HEBOJIbHYIO APOXb: Ka3anoch,
pa3roBapuBasao HECKO/IbKO Ye/I0OBEK OAHOBPEMEHHO, MPUYEM U MYXUUH, N KEHLLUNH...

-He nopasntock! — BO3pasun 3Mel U, BbITAHYB MOry4yto Weto, BLenuca 3yb6amu B BeTKy AepeBa. [e-
MOH 3acmesncs, 1y Bnaga Bo3HMKIIO owyleHne, 6yaTo cMeeTcs uenas Tonna.

-Bupgenn 61 Tebs cenyac, Tapp! TpaBosSiAHbIA APaKOH...
BapaH GbIpKHYN MU NPUHSINCSA CMOKOWHO XXeBaTb COPBAHHYIO JIUCTBY.

-5 He TpaBOSAHbIN, - MpPOBOpYas OH, NMpoxeBaB. — WM Tbl 3TO 3Haewb. HO coyHas 3eneHb nonesHa
BCceM. Kpome Takux, Kak Tbl, KOHe4YHO, CBUHT!

[eMoH oTBecun WYyTNMBbIM MOKIOH U NPOU3HEC CBOUM XXYTKOBATbIM FOJI0OCOM:
-[la, Takne, Kak s, NUTAlOTCA COSTHEYHOM 3Hepruei. MNMpocTo, 6bICTpo 1 yaobHo.

-Hy, He 3Hato, He 3Hato, - He cornacuncsa Tapp. — MNokywaTb 9 nbaw. Kctatn, a 4eMm Bbl NMTaeTeCh B
CBOMX YepHbIX Ablpax?

-DHeprueit Xaoca, - TOHKO YCMEXHY/ICA CUAIOLNIN NpU3pak.
«Moxanyi, cunyaT NOX0X, CKopee, Ha My>CKOW», - MPOHeC/I0Cb B rosioBe y Bnaaa.
-4 npeanoyen 6bl 3aHOYEBaTb rAe-HUMGYAb ceBepHee, - 406aBuUI CBUHT.

BapaH ycTtpemun Ha Hero Cep,D,MTbIVI B3rndn YEPHbIX B/1aXXHbIX r/1a3.
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-CHoBa natn kyna-to?! Tel He ycTan namMepsTb waramm nec?!
«Kak 340p0OBO, YUTO OH OpeT He Ha MeHsA!» - noexwuncs Bnag.

-Moli Hapoa HWKOr4a He ycTaeT, - Beceno cooblun AeMoH. — M BO CHe, MO CyTW, S He HyXAarCb.
MpocTo ycTynaw TBOEMN... cnabocTu.

-DT0 KTO eule cnabbin? - npoBopYan sulep - BNpo4yeMm, BnojsiHe AobpoaywHo. — A Boobuie, XOpo-
LWEeHbKO YCTPOUIUCL. He XyXXe, YeM B CBOMX YEPHbIX Ablpax.

-He roBopu o TOM, Yero He 3Haelb, - BHE3aNHO nocepbe3sHesi CBUHI. — DTO COBCEM Apyroe.
OHn 3aMonyanu, NnoToMm Tapp, B3AOXHYB, HEAOBOSbHO 6YpPKHYN:

-Hy, nownun, yto nn! CteMHeeT cKopo.

-ToNbKO He roBOpM, YTO BOULLBLCSA TEMHOTLI, - 3aCMEANICA AEMOH, CKPbIBAsiCb 3a AEepPEBbSMU.
-Nan yx, yMHUK!

MpusTenu, oCTaBLIMCb B OAMHOYECTBE, UCTMYraHHO NepernsHyanck. Npuyem, Kak co 3/10paAcTBOM OT-
MeTun Bnaa, Bo B3rnsae Haszapa HakoOHEL-TO MOABUIMCH BMOJIHE YeNoBeYeckne YyBCTBa.

XXX

-Hy u Hy! - BblaoXxHYN KocTs Kakoe-To BpeMs crnycts. [1o MOn4anmeon AOrOBOPEHHOCTU MYTHUKKU pe-
WKWIN NepeHoYeBaTb Ha NossiHe, 3abpakoBaHHOW AEMOHOM W 3MeeM. — MeHs 3TOT XpyCTasjibHbIA Ma-
bl Hanyran cunbHee ApakoHa.

-MpocTo OH HenpuBbIYHEE, - NOXan naedyamu Bnag, He xenasi Npn3HaBaTb COGCTBEHHbIN CTpax.

OHM cmaenu Ha pas3oCT/IaHHOW MOACTWU/IKE M TOPOMIMBO MOr/oLlasn HACKOpPO 3aneyeHHbli B yrnax
KapTtodesnsb.

Bnan noytv He owyllan BKyca, He 3aMeyasn, YTo CMOKOWHO eCT pacKasieHHbIM Nfod, OCTaBASIOLINA
BOJ1IALIPM Ha s3blke N AecHax. Bce Mbicin BepTenMcb BOKPYr HeAaBHMX CTPaHHMKOB, OCTasibHOEe Bpe-
MEHHO NIMLIMIIOCH CMbICNa.

-51 He MOry NOBEpPUTb, YTO 3TO MPOMCXOAUT CO MHOMN, - BHe3amnHo ckasan Koctd. BeInpsaMUBLLUNCE N OT-
JIOXXMB B CTOPOHY KapTodennHy, oH ob6Bes CMyTHMKOB BOCMANIEHHbIM TNXOPAaA0YHbIM B3rnsgomM. — o-
HMMaeTe? S He MOry NOBEpPUTb, YTO BCE 3TO — MO-HacTosLweMy!

Bnag yameneHHoO HaxMypuncs — KocTa o4eHb TOYHO Bbipa3wus ero CO6CTBEHHYO TPEBOrY.

Hazap WWpOKO 3eBHYN M pacTAHYJICA Ha MNOACTUIIKE,

-Moxellb He BepuTb. M uTo 370 Tebe gact? Bepb - He Bepb, a BbIKUTb Kak-TO Haao!

Ha aToi rnybOoKOMbICIEHHOW HOTE OH ynercs noynobHee v napy MUHYT CMYyCTS yXe ycepaHO xpanen.

-Kak oH MeHs gocrtan, - CKBO3b BY6bI npoueann Bnag, 3710 MOKOCMBLUMCHL Ha uUblraHa. — f AepXycb U3
nocneaHnx cun.

-[aBait nyywe cnaTtb, - YKJIOHYMBO 0T03Basics KocTs, SBHO He UCMbITbIBas XenaHus obcyxaaTb KOro
Obl TO HM 6b10. — [leHek ceroaHs 6bin He ansa cnaboHepBHbIX.

XXX
MWHYI0 HECKOMbKO [IHEN, KOrAa OHW 3abpenu B 3TOT fec.

Brnagy oH He MOHpaBW/ICS C NepBOl CekyHAabl. CIIULLKOM FyCTOM, Yepecyyp TEMHble, AaXe COMHEeYHbIM
AHeM, Tponku... K ToMy e — noyTh nosHOoe OTCYTCTBME 3BYKOB: LUOPOXOB, HEBHSTHOIO LWebypluaHus,
CTpeKoTa HaCeKOMbIX...

-Hy n mecteuko! — npobopmMoTan, noexusasicb, Koctsa. — [laBanTe He 6yaeT 34eCb 3a4epXXNBaTbCs...

-Bac He nolimMellb, - pasapa)XKeHHo 3aMeTun Hasap, ckuabiBas prok3ak. BpocuB ero Ha nanywo UCTBY,
napeHb NPUHANCSA B KOTOPbI pas paccTuiaTb Ha 3eM/ie NoTpenaHHy NOACTUIKY. — Bbl TO roBopuTe,
yTO yCTanu, To XOTUTE MUATU Aanblie!

-3aTo Thl ﬂ,eMCTByeUJb Mo OA4HOM M TOM Xe cxeme, - 06pOHVIJ'I Bnaa, c Takomn APOCTbIO MNAAA B CNUHY
Hasapa, cnoBHO HaMepeBasica ucnenenunTb CNyTHUKA Ha MecTe.

-3T0 MO KakoW Xe? — NOMHTEPEeCOBasCs TOT, BblyXXNBasl U3 prOK3aKa XECTSHOM KOTEsOoK.

Bnag, nepernsgHyBLlNCH C Kocren, 3/710pagHO NOACHWUIT:
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-A no Takow! Tel Bcerga nocrtynaewb HaobopoT! HaBepHO, mony4yaelwb OT 3TOr0 yA0OBOJLCTBME.
KocTsa ynbibHyncsa, a Hazap 4to-To npobypuan cebe noa Hoc, o4HAaKO pa3BmMBaTb TEMY He CTasl.

-Kctatn, Bnaa, 7809 ovyepenb roTOBUTb, - CYXO HaArMOMHWI UbIraH AECATb MUHYT CMNyCTS, KOraa OHu
y>Xe& MPUBbLIYHO YCTPOUINCL HA MOACTUIIKE. — Y HAC 0CTanoCb HEMHOINO MOPKOBU, KOTOPY Mbl COpBa-
N Ha TOM NOJiE, N OpEXMN.

-MOpKOBb MOXHO €CTb CbIpoi, - Moxasn njedamm Bnag. — Cmbicn ee BapuTh? CTaHeT ewe npoTuBHee!
Hazap HenoBO/IbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.
-Be3yHunk no xun3Hn. N rotoBuTb TEHE HE HYXHO.

-Kak 6yATo s He roToBWA Napy AHeW Hasaa, - dbipkHYN Bnaa, Banbs)XHO pacKMHYBLUIMCb Ha MOACTUI-
ke. OH NoHMMan, 4YTo BbiIBOAMT Hasapa u3 cebs, n nonydan oT 3TOro cBoeobpa3Hoe HacnaxaeHue.

-Ho cnyyai He rotoBuTb BbiNas MMeHHO Tebe! — He yHMManca Hasap. PackpaCHEeBLUNCb, OH TSXEsO0
Ablan 1 noyTm C HEHaBUCTbIO CMOTpesn Ha ynbibatowerocs Bnaga. — WU cnacatoT Tebs Bce! To KocTs,
TO A! BE3yHUMK, YTO U roBOpUTb!

MNMocneanHee c/i0BO OH 6YKBanbHO BbIMJIOHY.
-Ara, a ocobeHHO MHe noBe3/0, YTO S BoobLWe cioga nonas, — yxe 6e3 ynblbku nporosopun Bnaga.
Hasap ocekcs n HM4ero He oTBeTUA, a KocTsa nocnewHo cnpocun:

-Jonro HaMm ewe uaTM? A TO HEPOBEH Yac - noybuBaem apyr gpyra! — n oH nonbiTancs BblAaBUTb U3
cebs ynb|6|<y, B nocnegHee BpeMA BCE peEXE N peXe NoAaBABLIYHOCA Ha €ro amue.

-Heponro, - 6ypkHyn Hasap, Bbly>XuBas KpyrnHY MOPKOBKY W CTapaTenbHO BbiTMpas ee O CBOM CTa-
peHbkMe 6puakn. Brnipoyem, 0 YUNCTOTE NPOAYKTOB MYTHUKU 0CO6EHHO He 3aboTmnucek - B Nt060OM Cry-
yae, ycnosua ans CO6J‘IPO,CI,€HVI9I npaBun rMrMeHLI 6bIIN ABHO Henogxoasdawune.

LibiraH OTKYCW/ Cpasy MoJIOBMHY, NMPUYEM C TaKoW 3/10CTblo, 6yATO MOPKOBb BbIpacTua NMYHO Bnaga.

MocneaHWin yXMbINTbHYJICS M BbiHYJT Mapy opexoB. KOHoLa TeprneTb He MO «KpOJnYbio» efly — Kanyc-
TY, MOPKOBKY, CBEKJY, U C BOXAEJIEHNEM AyMas O nefbMeHaX. KpyrnHbIX, Mara3mHHbIX, C ManeHbK1M
KYCOUYKOM MsiCa HEMOHATHOrO MPOUCXOXAEHUS U CONMAHOW Aonei TecTa... Kak npesupan oH X, OT-
[laBasi npeanoyTeHme AoMalwHumM! M ¢ KakuM HacnaxaeHueM nornotun 6bl ceilyac He MeHee MosycoT-
HW 3TUX COMHUTENbHbIX MYYHbIX U3AENMNA!

Heckonbko MWHYT ULapuna TUWKHA, Hapylwaemas fnb XpYCTOM MOPKOBMU U LenKaHbeM opexoB. Ko-
roa Bnaa noTsHynNcsA 3a oyepenHOM MoOpuUMEn CKYAHOrO YXWHa, €My MNOoYYAWSICA CMYTHbIM oTbneck
cpean 6nmxanwnx gepesbeB. HepBHO CrNOTHYB, MapeHb OTAEPHY/ PYKY OT plOK3aka M Hawynan B
TpaBe Meu.

-4T10 C TO6OM? - HepoyMeHHO ocBegoMusiica KocTs, yBMAeB, KakK Mnanblbl NPUSTENSS COMKHYIUCb Ha
BUTOM PYKOSTU.

3aTo Haszap 6e3 nuwHux cnoB noAHsn apb6aneT u, CowypuBLUUCL, BIASAENCA B Cryllalowmincs nony-
MpaK.

-He cTouT, - pasgancsa Xpunsblii U MOYEMYy-TO CMYTHO 3HAKOMbIi1 TOJTIOC, AOHOCSLIMNIACA U3-3a AEpEeBb-
€eB.

KocTs 0T HEOXNAAHHOCTW BbIPOHUT MOPKOBKY M YCTaBWU/ICA B TEMHOTY.

Ha nonsiHy Bbiwen Bonk. Bnaa Bnaen BonkoB TONbKO Ha doTorpadusix n no TeNeBU3opy, HO NMoYeMy-
TO OblS1 YBEPEH, YTO OHM Fropa3fao MeHblle... M rnasa... CoBCeM Kak y yenoseka!

Hasap BbiNyCTWU/ NepByto CTpesly, KoTopasi HaBepHsika AocTuria 6bl uenu, He 6yab 3Bepb CTOJSIb MNpPoO-
BOpeH. BONK CTpeMUTENbHOM CEPO TEHBIO METHYJICA B CTOPOHY M OCKaslu/ KPUBbIE KIbIKU.

-3p4... - MpOXpUNEN OH BCE TEM XXe 3HaKOMbIM FO/I0COM, OT KOTOPOro no Koxe Brnaga npowna ApoXb.
- 3p4...

BTopas cTpena nmoytM nonana B HaMeEYEHHYH XepTBY, WM 3TO SIBHO 006031MI0 XXMBOTHOE. 3apblyas,
XULHWUK pBaHyJICa BMepea, U B cneayrowmin MUr ero 3ybbl BOH3UMIMUCL B MpPaByl pyKy LUbiraHa. ToT
3aopan, Bnag c Koctel BCKOUMAM Ha HOMM, pacTepsiHHble, HE 3HAlOLWME, YTO NPEANnpPUHSITb, a 3BEPb
yX€ CKOMb3HYJ1 06paTHO K AePEBbLSIM.
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Tsxeno Ablwa, Hasap npvxuMman K rpyan OKpOBAB/IEHHYIO N1IaZI0Hb, @ PAAOM Bansics ClIOMaHHbIN ap-
b6aner.

Bnag 6pocunca Ha KOleHM BO3J/1€ PaHEHOro M C TPEBOroM CAPOCUIT:
-Kak TbI?..
-MapwmnBo... - NPOCTOHaN ublraH.

Bnaa ornaHyncs Ha KocTio — TOT CTOsi/, NoKycbiBasi ry6bl, Ha N6y BbICTYNWIM 6UCEPUHKN NoTa - Aa-
pPOM, YTO C KaXkablM AHEM TeMMNepaTypa nazasna, a K HouM 1 BOBCE NMOAMOPAXMBAJO.

-MepeBA3aTb HAAO... - HEYBEPEHHO NPOTAHYN KocTs.

Bnaa ocMoTpencss B NMouckax Kakom-HuMGyab YWUCTOW TPSAMKW, U B3rNsSA €ro HaTKHY/ICS Ha BOJKa.
3Bepb Kasascs BrosiHeE YMUPOTBOPEHHbLIM - HanazaTb, BO BCAKOM C/lyyae, OH He CreLun.

-Bpsia Ny Baw CTPenoK CMOXET MOJIHOLEHHO MOJIb30BaTbCsl MpaBOW PyKOW, - 3aMeTMB, YTO Ha Hero
CMOTPSAT, UPOHUYHO O6POHUN BOMK. M3oWpeHHOe yaoBONbCTBME, MPO3BYyYaBLUEe B €ro TOHe, Hesb3s
6b1710 HU C YeM cnyTaTbk... Bnaa o6mMep, BCMOMHUB, KOro MMEHHO HalNoMUHAET eMy XYTKUIA 3BEPb.

-Hukona! — BbIAOXHY/, NMOASTMBLUMCH, OHOWA. Tenepb eMy 6bIJI0 MO-HACTOAWEMY CTpawHO. — Thbl
4yeM-TO NOXOX Ha Hukonsa!

-Tbl CBUXHYICA? — 3710 NOMHTepecoBasncsa Hasap, Bce ewe mopLiacbk ot 6onu.

KocTsi, nepeBsi3biBaBLWINM eMy pyKy O6pbIBKOM CEpOI TKaHW, NpepBas CBOE 3aHATME M YCTaBWUJICA Ha
XXMBOTHOE.

-TouyHO! — BO36Yy>XAEHHO BOCK/IMKHYN OH. — ['onoc! Y Hero ero rosoc!

- rnasa, rnasa! - c aHTy3nasMoM noaxeatun Bnaa.

BosiK BHOBb OCKanua KbIKK:

-HanpacHo Bbl 3TO cka3anu. S He cobupancsa Bac yéuBaTb. A BOT Nnpuaercs...

Ha nckaxeHHOM MyKol nuue Haszapa oTpasumincb HENOHMMaHMe U cTpax. Bnaa u Kocrta Bckounnm Ha
HOMM, BbIXBAaTWUB Meuu, MU 3aropoannm coboro ubliraHa. Bnpoyem, Apy3bs COMHEBasMCb B CBOENM Cro-
COBHOCTM A0NT0 NpoAEpPXaTbCA B CXBATKe C AMKUM 3BEPEM...

HaBepHOe, XMLWHWK MpULIENn K aHalorM4YHOMYy 3aK/OYEHUIO — MO KpaliHe Mepe, B ero rnasax (uam
rnasax Hukons?) MenbKHY/I0 TOPXEeCTBO, MepeaHue fanbl Hanpsarivcb, - BOSIK SIBHO FOTOBUJICSA K
NMPbIKKY.

«BOT 1 3aKOHYMNOCb MOE ManeHbKoe NMPpUKNKOYEHNE...» - HEPBHO NoAayMall Bnap,, Kpen4ye oKnMmasa Meu
B MOTHbIX pykaxX. CKOMbKO yAacTcs BbiMrpaTb MUHYT? [a v CTOUT NN AULWLHWUIA NIOTOK BO34yXa OT4ya-
SAHHOWM 60pb6bI?

CtouTt. KOHe4uHo, cTouT.

Ho... 0o yero xe cTpawHo ymmpatb! Tem 60onee — OT BOIUbUX KOITEN U KNbIKOB. HaBepHoe, 3To byaeT
60/1bHO?

Teno napHs CNIOBHO MPeBPaTUIOCh B CXKaTyo MPYXWHY, a cepaue 6Mnocb Tak, YTo, Ka3anocb, BOT-BOT
NPOPBET rPyAHYIO KNETKY.

NTak, ceiyac... BOT Ceiyac HY>XHO cAenaTb pellatowmii pbiBOK... a TaM... byab uto byaet!

Ho toHOowWa He ycnen ga)e weBenbHyTbCA. Bonk BAPYr »XanobHO 3aCKyUA U YyTb MPUrHYNCS, 3aMo-
TaB KOCMaToOW rosoBOM.

-MepecTaHb... - Nnpopblyan oH. — [NepecTaHsb...
Bnag HegoyMeHHO ornsiHyncs. Yto nponcxoanT?
-MaMouka... - Tuxo, Nno4yTn 6e33By4UHO, npowenTtan KocTta v TONKHYN Npustens B 6oK.

Bnag nocMoTpen B yKa3zaHHOM Hamnpas/€HUU U U3YMNIEHHO NpUcBUCTHYN. C3aau pasgasncs caaBfieH-
Hbl CTOH Hasapa.

B HeckonbkMX Warax oT HUX cTossa naHTepa. [lo-cBoeMy Kpacuas: KpynHas, rnogxapas, C LWenko-
BOM LIEPCTbIO U ANMHHBIM TMOKUM XBOCTOM. BOT TONbKO rnasa... He 6biBaeT y KOLWeK, nyckan u CTosb
OrpPOMHbIX, NOA06HbIX rNa3 — Bblpa3uTesbHbIX, KApUX, COBCEM YESI0BEYECKMUX...
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-OcTaBb UX, - Npon3Hecsa naHTepa.

Bnag noytn He yaAMBUACS — KaXeTcsl, OH Boobuie pasyduncs yamenatbcsa. Ero mopaswn cam ronoc -
3BYYHbIN, FYBOKMIA, XOPOLLO MOCTaB/IEHHbIN... )XEHCKMI rofocC.

Bonk noaHsM ronoBy, C HEHAaBUCTbIO MOCMOTPES Ha Hee.
-Ha yT0 oHU Tebe caanuck? NonoaHasa?

Bnaa noxonoden, v rae-To B XenyaKe MPOTMBHO 3aHblsio. CTosiwmid paaoM KocTs HepBHO 3aKalunsan-
CAl, U NaHTepa, M3ALWHO MaxHyB XBOCTOM, 3aAepxana B3rnsaa Ha ero 671eqHoOM 1 MOTHOM JINLLE.

-5 He NUTaKCb TPYCIMBLIMU MajibiMMKaMK, - 3aroBopusia OHa BHOBb, B €€ TOHE CKBO3W/10 Mpe3peHue.
-Torga — 3a4eM? — C HaNnoOpoMm NOBTOPUI BOJIK.
-HeBaxHo. He TpoHb — K Bce.

Bonk nonbiTasnics CONpOTUMBIATLCS, HO Kakas-TO He3pMMasi Cusia C/I0BHO OnyTasia ero CBOMMU HEBW-
AVMBIMU HUTSIMU. XULHMK 3N106HO 3apblyas, WepcTb ero B3Ablbunack... y Bnaga no koxe npobexanu
MY paLLKMU.

-CtepBa! - BblAOXHYN 3BePb. — [1yCTH, NycTu...
Ho naHTepa, npourHopupoBas ero NpocbOy, warHyna K nyTHUKam.
-5 Bac NpoBOXY, - XO/I04HO CKa3asjia oHa. — MIHaye MoXxeTe ele KOro-Hmbyab noBcTpeyaTs.
Bnag He noMHMA, Kak cobupan sewm...
XXX

YKe COBCEM CTEMHENO, JIeC MOrpy3usics B MyCTOW TSXKENbI CyMpakK, U 4yannocb, 6yATo M3-3a Kaxnao-
ro AepeBa BbIrNSAbIBA€T CKaNsAWasncs MopAa Kakoro-Hu6yab HOYHOrO MOHCTpaA...

Bnag B3aporHyn v pasosnuncs Ha cebst camoro. Yto oH, B camoM gene?! CnoBHO nepenyraHHas nep-
BOKJ/laCCHUUA, BrepBble OKa3aBLUAasACa Ha ynuue rnocne aeBdTu Bedepa! HepBbl caator...

-Bbl KTO? — crpocun OH BCAYX.

MaHTepa CciMBanach C OKPYXallLlnMM MPaAKoM, HO rla3a ee, Koraa oHa Ha MUr o6epHynachb, CBEPKHYU
Hefo6pbIM AHTAPHbIM OTHEM.

-KT0 BbI? — TpeboBaTenbHO NOBTOPWU/ NapeHb, UFTHOPUPYSA NpeaocTeperatLlme Tonukun Koctu.
-O60poTeHb, - CHM3O0LWNa A0 OTBETa NaHTepa.

-A celiyac pasBe NoJIHoNyHME? — yanBuAcsa KocTs M BCKUHYJ FOJIOBY, TUIETHO MbiTasiCb 3a BepXyLuKa-
MW AepeBbeB pa3rnsaeTb Hebo.

-Mpn yem 34eCb NONHONYHUE?
-Hy, 060pOTHKN Beab B NONHONYHUE 06paLlatoTCs B XXUBOTHbIX, - HE/TOBKO NOACHWA KocTs.
MNaHTepa rpoMKO bIpKHYNa:

-Yywe! Bo BCSKOM cnyyae, Takme 060pOTHU, KakK S, CYLLECTBYIOT OAHOBPEMEHHO U B YE/TOBEYECKOM, U
B )XMBOTHOM 061mnube.

-He noHumalo, - nomonyas, npusHancs Bnag.
CneBa OT Hero pasgasncs pasgpaxeHHbl ronoc Hazapa:
-A oHo Tebe Hano? MNMoHumaTb? Maun cebe n pagyncs, 4To *Xus!

-EMy Hago, - He corfacunachk NaHTepa, U BCE Tpoe MapHei U3yMNeHHO YCTaBUIMCh Ha Hee. — OH Tak
YCTPOEH.

-[la BbI-TO OTKyAa 3HaeTe? — HeAOBEpPUYMBO NPOTAHYN Hasap, npuxumasa K rpyaum paHeHyr JlaZloHb U
BCe elle mMopLiacb ot 60nu.

[MaHTepa napy cekyHA Mon4yana, 94BHO pa3ayMbiBad, NOTOM MeANeHHO nporosopuia:

-§l 3Hato Nydlle, YeM OH CaM, - U, HE AaB HMKOMY OTpearMpoBaTb Ha 3TO 3asBleHue, AENOBUTO Mpo-
[OSXWUa Ha Apyryto Temy: - CKOpo s BbiBedy Bac K NMoa3eMHoMy o03epy. CoopyanTe MnaoT M OTnpaB-
nsanTechb B NyTb. O3epo BbIBEAET Bac K XyaHy.

84



-A KTO BaM CKasaJsl, KyAa Mbl HanpaBnsieMca? - HeloyMeHHO ocBegoMuics KocTsi, HO maHTepa npo-
mMosvana.

XXX

MWHYT NATb CNYCTA N1eC CMEHWUNCSA 6e3nukon nycTowbO, N HOYb, NNWNBLWNCb 3alWlMUTHOIo NMOKpOBa,
HeMHOro noceetnena. BarngaamM nyTHUKOB OTKPbINOCh YCbINaHHOE KPYMNHbIMU 3BEe3laMn U Ka3aBllee-
CS MOYTU XMBbIM HEBO - BO3HMKAIIO CTpaHHOE olyuleHne, 6y,£l,TO OHO AbIWMNT...

-[la, [0 MOMHONYHUS AIBHO €elle AafieKko... - B3A0XHYN KOCTs, MOKOCUBLUMCH Ha cepebpucTbiii cepn
paHHero Mecsiua.

MNMaHTepa nec NnokMaaTb He cTana:

-MepeHouynTe 34€eCb, @ YTPOM OTNpaBisnTeCcb. Houbio noa3eMHble 03epa KuWaT BCAKMM 3BEPLEM.
-Kakum ewe 3BepbeM? — ncnyraHHo cripocms Kocrs.

MNMaHTepa ero BOMpocC NpourHopmpoBana:

-O60pOTHM BacC He TPOHYT. Mbl HE MOXEM BbINTWU U3 3TOro feca.

-Mouemy? - yameunca Bnag, oAHaKoO MX TaMHCTBEHHAs CNyTHWULA He OoTBeTuNa u emy. bnecHynu B no-
CJ'IE,CI,HVIVI pa3 AHTapHO-Kapue rna3a, n 4YepHasa CTpeMnUTE/IbHad TEHb paCTBOpUlaCb B TEMHOTE.

Hasap Mpa4HO cMOTpen Bcies 3arafoyHon XULLHuLe.
-4T0, HOUyeM 34ecCb? — XMYpPO OCBeAOMWUSICS OH. — VI NtoeM Ha ee CoBeTbI?
MpencraBuB Ha CeKyHAY, YTO cenyac NpuaeTcs M3roToBnATb MAOT, Bnag cogporHyncs.

-HeT, 9 cHayana oTAoOXHy! — pewnTenbHO 3asiBU OH U MJTIOXHYCSA Ha TpaBy. KocTs, LWMPOKO 3EBHYB,
NPUCTPOUIICS PAOOM.

-4 Bceueno 3al! - nogaepxan oH Apyra. — XKyTko ycran.
Haszap c 6eccunbHOM 3/10CTbIO CMOTPEST Ha HUX.
-BaM-To xopowo! — npoueann oH. — Bbl He paHeHbl! A eCnn 8 K yTpy UCTEKY KPoBbio?!

Bnag He vcnbiTan HY Manenwmnx yrpbi3eHW coBecTU. PacTsHYBLUMCbL Ha BaXHOW TpasBe, OH noaso-
XU/ NOKOTb MOA LWeKy, 3aKpbl rfia3a 1 To/IbKO NOTOM OTBETUN:

-Mexay npouuM, g Tebsa npegynpexaan, 4To 3TOT 1ec onaceH. lNpegnaran He 3a4epXnBaThbCS.
-Tak, no-TBoeMy, s cam BMHoOBaT?! — B3BUACA Hasap.
-VIMeHHO, - leHnBO noaTBepann Bnaa.
XXX
Bnaa npocHyncs ot xonona v CbIpoCTU.

MNMoexunBasacCb, pasMexunn BeKW, 1 rnasa ToT4ac OC/enna no-0CeHHEMY XUAKUIMA CONHEYHbIN CBeT. 346-
KO rnoseas nsedamu, napeHb Bblpyrascsd CkBO3b 3ybbl. N UTO ero BYepa AepHYNO AEMOHCTPATUBHO
oTKasaTbCa OT noacTtunku?! Myckali, oHa M TOHIOCEHbKAas, a BCe-TakuM He npuwnocb 6bl cnaTb Ha
BNaxxkHon pocucton Tpase! lNepea KeM OH, cnpalmnBaeTcs, kpacosasca?! Minn 3To cBoero poga MecTb
Hasapy, HEMHOro oTgatoLas Ma3oxXm3aMom?

-Bpp, HY ¥ XonoauHa... - npoeop4an KocTa. B oTanumne oT npuaTens oH He nobpesroBasn HU NOACTUN-
KOW, HX NaTaHbiM 06pbIBKOM TKaHW, 3aMEHUBLUMM OAESAO.

Bnag uckoca, ¢ TpeBoroii, MOCMOTpen Ha Apyra. bneaHblii 40 CUHEBbI, TOT XPUMJO0 AblWan 1 pactupan
PYKM.

-Tbl NpoCTO cynepMeH, - npobopmoTan KocTsa, noriMmaB 06eCnoKOeHHbIN B3rnis4 6biBLIEro COKypCHMKa.
- CnaTtb Ha cblpom 3emne!

-1 NpOoCTO MAMOT, @ HE CyNnepMeH, - XMypo yTouHUN Bnaga.
Mo nuuy Koctu pacnonsnacb exnaHas yxmblika.
-A MOXET, 3TO CMHOHWUMbI? — NOTAMMBAsACbL BCEM TENIOM, OCBEAOMUIICA OH. — Bce 3T 4YesioBeKn-nayku...

-bonblie He 0 YeM MOroBOpUTL? — pa3fpaXKeHHO NovHTepecoBasics Hasap, pbIBKOM cagscCb U OTPSXU-
Basi BoJioCbl. Tpsinka, MAOTHO O6MOTaHHAas BOKPYr paHEHHOW JlafoHWM, 3@ HOYb MOKpPbIIacb HEMpUAT-
HbIMW BypbIMW NATHaAMW.
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Bnaa B34OXHY M HEOXOTHO CMPOCUIT:

-Kak camouyBcTBUHE?

-Ecnn He cunTaTb, UTO pyku A 6onblue HE YyBCTBYHO, TO MPEBOCXOAHO! — OrpbI3HYACS LbIraH.
KocTsa yamBrieHHO BO33pUICA Ha Hero:

-DTO X K/lacCHO!

-YTt0o knaccHo?! - Bckmnen Hasap. Ha cMyrnbix wekax npocTtynun 6arpoBbii pyMsHel. — A gaxe
nanbLuamMm nowesesnTb He Mory, ocen!

-Cam ocen! - ob6o3nunca Kocts.

-Cnywai, nepecrtaHb NMoBTOPSATb OAHO M TO Xe, Hasap, - HeaoBoONIbHO Nonpocun Bnaag, nogHMMasChb. —
Mbl y>Xe yCBOWN, YTO Tbl — HECYACTHas XepTBa 060pPOTHS, HO MOMOYb HE B COCTOSIHUMW.

B uepHbIX BblpasuTesbHbIX rMa3ax Hasapa nneckancs eaBa CAEP)XMBAEMbIN THEB.

-Hukorga He BCTpeydan TakuX BbICOKOMEPHbLIX WU camMoBNO6AEHHbIX MHAKOKOB! — CNOBHO BbIMJTIOHY T
UublraH U npe3punTesibHO CKpUBWJICA.

-4T0 X, BOT K BCTpeTun! — noxan nnedyamm Bnapa, octaBasiCb COBEPLUEHHO paBHOAYWHbLIM. — UTak, 3a
aeno! Hy>xHo coopyauTb MNnorT...

Mpexae 4YeM MpuCTynuTb K paboTe, napeHb C NOO6OMNBITCTBOM OCMOTpencsi. OHM OKasanucCb Ha He-
601bLWOM, MOPOCLUEM XYXION TPaBOM, yd4acTKe - 34aKON HEBPA3yMUTENbHOWM «MpornJiewmnHe», Ha3BaTb
KOTOPYH «MONSHOW» UKW «yrom» 6b1s10 TpyaHo. CowypuBlINCh, Bnag Brngaaencs B BepLUUHbI Npu-
MbIKa@BLUMX K JIeCy rop, B AyLle MefbKHY/10 6eCNOKONCTBO: MHTEPECHO, MMEHHO Cpean 3TUX CKan pac-
MoOSIOXXeH 3aMOK HeBeAOMOro Xo3sumHa?

Hasap cHUCcXxoauTenbHO MOSICHUI:

-2T0 Apyrue ropbl. OHM OKpY>XatT ropoAok XyaHa. [0BOpPSAT, OH caM UX BO34BWUT.

-Ara, o4yeHb AOCTOBEpPHO! — yXMbIIbHYJCA, NoTsarnBascb, Koctd. — Cam noctpoun! 2To AOM, 4YTO Nn?
LibiraH MeTHyN B HEro MNOJIHbIN OTBpPALLEHMNS B3rnsaAa.

-51 BCero nnwb nepeckasblBakd CIIyXMW.

KocTsa ToXe cTan ¢ nHTepecoM ornsabiBaTbCs.

-CMoTpuTe, 03epo! — BHE3anHO 3aBOMNM OH TaK, YTO €ro CNyTHWKK B34pOorHyan. — N newepa!

Bnag KMBHYJ/, MOCMOTPEB B YKa3aHHOM Hamnpas/sieHun. [JeNcTBUTEIbHO, B OAHOW U3 CKasl TEMHEs Npo-
X04 B neLiepy, B KOTOPY ycTpeMunocb o3epo. Cnabo ynbibHyBLWMKCH, OHOWA 0b6epHyica K npusaTe-
nam mn 6o4po ocBeaoMuIICs:

-Hy, kTO pa3bupaeTtcs B nnotax?
OTBETOM MOCNYXWUS0 YrploMoe MoJTYaHMe.

-NlagHo, M3yuYMM HalwK 3anacbl. MOXeT, YTO-HMBYAb NMPUrOAUTCS... - PE3IOMUPOBan Bnaa v noTaHysncs
K UX MOXOAHbIM CBEpTKaM.

Ha coopy»eHue nnota y pebaT ywno He MeHee yaca. Pa3gobbiB «BeC/Ia», OHU CTOSIKHYIN XJTUMKYIO
KOHCTPYKLMIO Ha BOAY M KOe-KakK pPacrnofioXUIUCh Ha HeW.

-[Mo-MmoeMy, nerdye NpocTo MAbITb... - OCTOPOXHO 3aMeTun KocTa HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsa CrycTd, Korga nyT-
HUKWN C TpyaAOM I'IpVICI'IOCO6VIJ'IVICb cnpaBndaTbCa C NMNJOTOM U CaMOoAesIbHbIMKU BEC/TaMU. — Bbotocb, Hac He
BbIAEPXUT 3TO TBOPEHUE...

-He kapkan! — o6opsan ero Bnag, n cam Bo/IHOBaBLUMICA HE MEHbLUE Apyra.

OHW KaK pas 3anabliv B Mewepy, U ee KaMeHHble CBOAbl HABPOCUIM Ha OKpY>KatoLWMii MUPOK FYCTYHO
TEHb, C/IOBHO YTPO BAPYF CMEHUIOCb CyMepkaMu. Bo3ayx HanuTancs NpoMo3rion CbipoCTbio, 3anaxno
60M10TOM M TUHOMW... Hazap, HarHyBLWWCb, 3a4eprHyn BOAbI U MiecHyn cebe B NnL0.

-JlepsaHasa! — coAporHycs OH, NepeaepHyBLUINCL BCEM TeNoM. [0/10C ero oTpasnicsa rysakuMm 3xXom,

Bnag naoxo mMoMHWMA AeTanu 3TOro nyTewecTBus. B namaTu oTnevaTancsd Avb OTYASIHHbIA X0s104 W
JIMNKWNIA CTpax, Bbi3biBatlowWwmin cMaTeHne n ctblg. Kasanocb 6bl, 06bikHOBEHHasa newepa, 06bbIKHOBEH-
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HOe 03epo... Ho napeHb HMYero He Mor ¢ coboi noaenaTb: ero Tep3ana CMyTHas HEU3bACHUMasA Tpe-
BOra.

Korga Bnepeaun 3abpesxun cepoBaTbi cBeT, Bnag obpagoBancs Tak, 6yaTo yBuAEn Npoxon B poa-
HY peanbHOCTb.

-HakoHeU-To, - 0611er4eHHo BblAOXHY KocTs.

B aTOT Mur pasgancs TUXUiA Nieck, UM rnaib 03epa HapyLlWio HescHoe ABWXeHue. lelwepy TyT Xe
ornacun AnNKuii Kpuk Kocru.

-YT1o, uTO mMpousowno?! — 3aopan Brnag v nonbiTancs B MofyTbMe HallynaTb naedo apyra. lnoT
CNOBHO Pacrosfi3cs Ha 4acTW, KOHOLWA OKYHY/ICA C rofIoBOM B JIeAsiHYH TEMHYK BOAY M MrHOBEHWE
CMyCTS BblHbIPHYJ1, 3ax/1€6bIBAsACb M XPUMJIO AblLUa.

-Koctsaa! - cHoBa 3akpuyan OH, HO, MOMMUMO OB/JIOMKOB MJI0Ta, HMYEro pas3rnsgaeTb He cymen. NoTom
TecHOe NPOCTPaHCTBO MELEpPKN MPOH3UA CBMCT pacCeKkaeMoro Bo3ayxa, U napeHb nepecran 4to-nmbo
CO3HaBaTb.
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Cnaea 15. XyaH

KaxeTtcsl, oH 3axnebHyncsa. W, HaBepHoe, yMep. Ho nmouyemy Toraa /IoMUT BUCKKU?! Heyxenn cMepTb -
He ny4ywee obesbonuneatoLiee CpeacTso?

Nnn oH BCe-Taku eLle He ymep?
Bnaa oTKpbla rnasa v pbIBKOM Cesl, Ha MoJ1 C €ro KOMIEH Crosi3/10 CKOMIb3KOE aT/laCcHOoe o4esno.
Opesno?! N kakmM 4yynoM OH okaszasics B KpoBaTtu?! oe oH?!

MapeHb McNyraHHo ornsaencs. Hebonblas yoTHas cnajseHka B 6e10-po30BbiX TOHax... Ha nepsbii
B3r/1S[l, HAYEro onacHoro, oAHako Bnaga He oTnyckano 4yBCTBO, YTO B 11060/ MOMEHT U3 MAATAHOIO
WwKkada MOXET BbIHbIPHYTb OYepeaHoe Yyao-t040. HepBbl, BCE HEPBbI...

Koe-KkaK yCNOKOMBLLMCH, OHOLA NPOBES pyKoi no BosiocaM. Cyxue. A Bellb OH OKYHYJICSl C FO/I0BOW B
3TO yXacHoe o3epo! Bonee Toro, oH, MNOMUMO MPOYEro, HEOAET...

Kak >xe Hapoeno npobyxaaTbCcs B Uyxux komHatax! Celiyac HaBepHsika BOMAET o4yapoBaTesibHas He-
3HAaKOMKa — KTO-HMbyab Hanogobme Muwenb nnbo... Tancum. MNocnegHsas MbiC/ib 0TO3Banachb B Aylle
Bnaga cMyTHOM 60/5bl0, HO COCPEAOTOYUTLCS Ha CBOMX SMOLMSAX OH He ycrnen — B 3TOT MWUI, C/IOBHO
NoATBEpPXAAs ero NpeanosioXeHusl, ABepb pacnaxHynacb, U NOPOr NepecTynuia MosoAas XeHLWnHa.
OueHb KpacuBas Moso04as XeHWmMHa... 3pUTenbHO cTapwe n Tamcmu, n Muwenb, OHa, TEM He MeHee,
6blna ropasano npueriekaTenbHee obenx AeByLUEK.

TanHcTBeHHas nean obnagana CTojib SPKON BHELIHOCTbIO, CTO/b 6POCKON, MOYTK Bbi3biBalOLWeEN npe-
NnecTblo, 4YTO Y Bna,qa nepexeaTu/io AblXaHMWE: AOBOJIbHO BblCOKad, n3dulHada, HO NpuM 3TOM OTHHOAb HE
XyAasi, HanpoTWB, MbIWHOrpyaas, C BblpasuTenbHON nnHuen begep... durypa — nNo TUNy MecoOYHbIX
yacoB (pasymeeTcs, 6e3 rpamMMa AuwHero Beca). Bonockl LBeTa ropbKoro Wwokofnaga rnagkum wen-
KOBbIM MOJIOTHOM CTpYyWJIUCb MO CnMHE A0 HebblBano TOHKOM Tanuu... Koxa - HEXHad, CcMyrnas...
Myxnble BULWHEBbIE Fybbl, MUHAANEBUAHbIE SSHTAPHO-Kapwue rnasa, TO4YeHbl HOC... HbIMKM cnoBamu,
Kaxpas dyeprta 6bina coBepweHHon. O6pa3 AOMONHANO NUIOBOE OAesiHMe A0 NAT, COCToslliee U3
CnAoWHbIX BOJIAHOB U KPY>XXEB, OTKpbIBakOWeEE niaedyn n pykKun, CUIbHO AEKOJ/IbTUPOBAHHOE. Leto He-
CKOJIbKO pa3 obxBaTbiBasia XeMuyxHas HUTb.

Takux XEeHLWWMH Bna,u, BUAEN paHbLUE TOJZIbKO Ha PEKJ/IaMHbIX MjlakataxX U HUKoraa no-HacrtodlweMy He
BEPW/ B peasibHOEe CylLlecTBOBaHMe CTONb 6ecnogobHbixX cyllecTB, yb6exaeHHbI, YTo KpacoTa Moae-
nen - pesynbTaT Tpyda ¢otorpadoB, web-gmnsaliHepoB n npouymx npodeccrnoHanoB. B cpaBHeHUM C
3TON HMUMON Jaxe yToHUYeHHasa Tancus TepseTcs... begHsaXKy, HaBepHoe, HEHaBUASAT BCe OCTalibHble
npeactaBUTENbHMUbLI cnaboro nona!

He3HakoMKa oCTaHOBW/1aCb Y CaMblX ,u,BepeVl M OkMHyna Bnaga uenkum B3rngnoM. lNMapeHb nokpacHen
1, NoAXBaTUB Cnon3wee oaesasio, HaTdaHys1 €ro Ha njae4dun.

-Mpuwen B cebs? — ocBegoMMnacb MUNOBUAHAA WATEHKA AOBOJSIbHO HU3KUM, I'HY6OKVIM M noyemy-T1o
3HAKOMbIM IOJIOCOM.

CekyHay Bnaa npebbiBan B HEAOYMEHUWN, HO B CNeAYOLWNN Xe MU ero 0CEHWUO.

-MaHTepa! - BOCTOPXXEHHO BOCK/IMKHYN OH W, N03abbliB O MpaBuiax Mpuanduns, ykasaa Ha KpacoTKy
nansbueM. — Baw ronoc! M rnaza! Kak y Toi naHTepsbl!

XKeHwmHa HaxMypuniacbk n nogowna 6amxe. JIMuo ee NpMHSAN0 HELOBOIbHOE BblpaXeHue.
-He cTtonT noka ato obcyxaaTb. Bce paBHO He noiMeLlb.

Ee cnosa 3apgenn Bnaga.

-C yero Bbl B3/I1, YTO s MAMOT? A BCe NpeKpacHO nommy!

-Ecnn 06bsAcHATL noapobHo, To Aa. Pacckas uepecuyp gonor. Kctatm, meHs 30ByT [uaHa.

Bnag ToXXe npeactaBuics, He CBOAS BOCXMLIEHHOro B3rnsga ¢ cobecegHuubl. Bce-Taku naymutenb-
Haa Kpacasuua!

-Monarato, Bbl uweTe ybexuuwa y XyaHa, - Mpoaoskana OHa, Monpasiss MOAYLWKM Ha COCEAHEM
Kpecne.

-Aa! - sHepru4yHo kKMBHYN Bnaa. — A cnbiwan o XyaHe OT cBOUX apy3en. Kctatn, Kak oHn? XXunsbl?

ToNbKO cenyac OH BCMOMHWI O CTPAaLIHOM Kpuke KocTu 3@ napy MrHOBEHMUIA A0 CBOEro o6MopokKa.

88



Onana B3goXHYyNa, n y Bnaga oT yxaca BCe BHYTPU NepeBepHynocb. Heyxenn?!
-OHM XMBbI, HO NOKa He BMNoJsiHe 340poBbl. [paBaa, Mbl ¢ XyaHoM 6bICTPO NpMBeAEM MX B MOPSAOK.

OT oxBaTmBLuero ero obseryeHns Bnaa WMpoOKoO ynbIBHYCAS U OTKUHYCS Ha noaywku. Xuebl! Camoe
rnasHoe — XuBbl!

-Bbl ronogHbl? — NOMHTEpPecoBasiach XeHWmHa.
-0, pga! - c xapom noaTeepaun Bnag. — besyMHo ronogeH!

-Coxaneto, ecnu 6e3yMmHo. Bolocb, AoMKHA HacTamBaTb, YTO6bl NpeABapUTENbHO Bbl NMOMbITUCL. BaH-
Has BOH TaM! — 1 OHa, NIYKaBO Y/bIGHYBLINCL, YKa3asna Ha HENpPMMETHYIO ABepb. — Bbl U Tak Mcnadka-
7 NPOCTbIHW.

Bnag rycto nokpacHen.
-MpocTuTe... 1, HaBEPHOE, XXYTKO FPA3HbIN...

-B TakoM cnyyae, 9 Bac XAy Ha NepBOM 3Ta)ke, B CTOJIOBOIA.
XXX

Moa BaHHOM [uaHa noapa3yMeBasia KPOXOTHYH KOMHATYLUKY, BMewatowy 60nblon MeaHblr Tas,
BeApO C Npox/lagHoM BOAOW, NOMOTEHLE, MOKOLWMIM MOPOLIOK U CIMBHOE OTBEPCTME B MONY.

Bnap Heymeno BbIMbIICS, pa3bickan 6plokm cBoero pasmepa (kakas aobpas aywa ux octaBumna?) u
TOMIbKO MOTOM pELUUICS MOCMOTPETHbCS B 3epKaso.

-O rocnogun! — obeckypa)eHo BbIMOMIBU NMapeHb, YCTaBMBLUMChH Ha CBOE OTpaXKeHue.

OH ouyeHb noxygaen, pesko ob6o3Ha4ynInCb pebpa, a CKynbl 3a0CTPUINCL. 3aBUBLLUNECS OT BfiaruM BOJO-
Cbl OMyCKanuCb A0 CepeAuHbl Wewn, Teno MOKPbIIOCh LapanvMHaMn, U WpaM Ha Lweke, HeB3upas Ha
3aBepeHus Muwenb, BCe-Taku NpocTynasna CKBO3b MHOFOAHEBHYIO LWETUHY (Unn yxe 6opoaky?).

PacnaxHynacb Asepb, 1 Bnaa, o6epHyBLWNCE Ha 3TOT 3BYK, yBuaen KocTio — Toxe B ogHMX 6ptokax u
C MOKpOW LIEeBENOPO.

-Tbl MOYEMY He cKa3aJs, YTO A TakoWn ypon Tenepb?! — 3aopan OH, XJOMHYB Apyra no nnevy. — Kow-
Map! MHe Cpo4yHO HyXxHa 6puTea!l

-N obunbHasa epa, - cornacuncsa Bnag. - Ham o6oum. Bo3BpaluaTb NOTEPSAHHY KpacoTy.

Ero B3rn4a4 CKOJib3HyJ/1 MO XyAOoMy Teny KocTn n octaHOBUACSA Ha YKpallasuweM nae4vyo BHywmnTe1bHOM
KpoBOMoATEKE.

-A 3TO Korga Tbl ycnen npuobpecTtu?

fOHOLWa, NOKOCUBLUMCL HA COBCTBEHHbIN CUHSAK, AOCAAIMBO MOMOPLLWICS:

-A, epyHaa! MeHsa yaapun cBOMM XBOCTOM TOT AypauKWii 3Mein U3 o3epa.

Bnaa naymneHHo ycrtasuica Ha KocTio.

-Kakown ewe 3men?

-Kak ato kakon?! A nioT caMm no cebe, uto K, paseanunca?! Xopowo xoTb He yTOHyu!

Bnazg noTpsc rosoBow, CUNACH OCO3HATb YCbIWAaHHOE.

-Tbl CNy4YaMHO He WYyTULWb? — HEAOBEPYMBO YTOYHMA OH. — C Teba cTaHeTcsa!

KocTs yXMblabHYNCS:

-Hy, 3Haewb, MHe B nocsiegHee BpeMs He 40 po3birpbiwen! Tbl Yero, AeNCTBUTENbHO HE MOMHULWbL?!

-HeT, - yecTHO npu3Hanca Bnag. — XoTa 9 U He BMAEN TOJIKOM HM4Yero. Ycnblwan — Tbl Kpuunwb. U
Bce. TeMHoTa... Tak 4yTo 3a 3Men?

-[IoX0X Ha rMraHTCKOro yaaBa CO CKanAWencs nactbito. YyAoBULLHbLIX pasMepoB MOHCTP. Kak Thbl
YMYAPUWIICS €ro He 3aMeTUTb?!

- cnasa 6ory, 4To He 3ameTun. JlagHo, NowWwAM 3aBTpakaTb. Minn yxe nopa obenatb?
XXX

OHM CnyCcTUAUCbL NO AEPEBSAHHONM SIeCTHULE HA MEpPBbIM 3TaX B MPOCTOPHbIA CBET/bIN X0/, MFHOBE-
HMe nokosnebannucb M, CBEpPHYB HampaBO, OYYTUINCb B YIOTHOW CTONOBOW. Bnaa okuHyn ee 6ernbim
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B3rNsi40M: ANIMHHbLIA CTOM, 3aCTaBNE€HHbIN paBH006pa3HbIMM ACTBaMn, OAMH BUA KOTOPbIX Bbi3Basl B
Xenyagke napH4 roNoAHbIN Ccrna3Mm, apo4Hbl€ OKHa C UBETHbIMU CTEK/AMUN U3 KPACOYHbIX BMTpa)KEﬁ, no
yrnam — BUTble MpaMOpPHbIE KOJIOHHHbI...

3a CTOJIOM CUAEN HE3HAKOMbI MY>X4YMHA CPeAHUX NIeT. 3aMETUB FOCTEN, OH UyTb Y/bIGHYICSA, NOAHA-
CSl Ha HOMM N BECeno ckasal:

-MpuBeTcTBY!tO, toHOWMN! Kak caMouyBCTBUE?

KocTs yTo-TO HepasbopumBo NpobopMoTan B OTBET, @ Bnaj ¢ XaaHbIM Nt060MNbITCTBOM ornsaaen XyaHa
(HaBepHsAKa 370 oH!). MMocne Bcex CNyxXoB U AOMbIC/IOB YBUAETb «KOJAYHa» BOOUYMIO 6bII0 OYEHb UH-
TepecHo.

Bo3pacT - okono copoka. Bosockl LBeTa BOPOHOBA Kpbljla noj NpsMbiM Npo60opoM OMyCKatoTCsA MOYTH
[0 CaMbIX MJey, IMUo — Y3KO0e, CKYNacToe, C OPJIMHbIM HOCOM M XWBbIMW TEMHbLIMW rnasamu. Bbico-
KWW, WUPOKOMJeYnin U, No-BMAMMOMY, XyAOLaBbIN, XOTS CyaAuUTb 06 3TOM 6b1J10 HEMNPOCTO - LWEeNKoBas
YyepHas CyTaHa CKpblBana AETan TESIOC/IOXEHMS.

-HacmoTpenucb? — HacMewnmBo O6pOHM MyX4UMHA. — S MOry Tenepb CecTb?
Bnaa nokpacHen 1M noToMy C/AULLKOM pe3Ko OTBETUN:
-Tenepb MmoxeTe!

KocTa TkHyn ero noktem noj pebpa, ogHako He3HakoMel kak 6yaTo He obuaencs. YCTpOMBLUMCL Ha
CTyNle C aXXypHOW CMAMHKOM, OH NpUTAHYN K cebe ogHO 13 6104 1 NPUHAACS WeaApo BblKaaablBaTb Ha
Tapesiky coaep>xunmoe.

Bnag crnoTtHyn. 3anaxu, BuTaBLlIne B CTOSIOBOM, CTAHOBU/INCL BCE MyUYUTENbHEN.
-[a Bbl NpucaxmBamTecb, - C n3geBaTeNbCKon N6E3HOCTbI0 NPeaNoXna MyX4nHa. — U yrowamnrecs.

Opy3bs TyT e nocaywanucb. MaxHyBWMCb Ha 6avxanwmnii TabypeTt, Bnag ¢ an4yHocTbio Habpocun-
CSl Ha OBOLLHOE pary 1 KoTneTbl, 3annBasi 06ubHbIM 3aBTpaK ClagakuM NeasHbIM COKOM.

Mapy MUHYT cnycTsi OplOHET B CyTaHe HapyLlM/ BoLapuMBLUEECS MOoJIYaHue.

-Monarato, MHe NpeacTaBAsATbCS He Hago, - C JIEFKOW MPOHMEN 3aMeTUNl OH, HaMasbiBasl Ha JIOMTUK
xneba BUWHEBLIN AXeM. — S, KOHEYHO, TOT caMblii XyaH. C 0g4HMM M3 Bac S yXXe 3HakKoM. A BOT Bac,
MOS04O0M ropzeLl, rnoka ele He 3Hato.

B3arnsa ero 6e340HHbIX YEpHbIX a3 yCTpeMunca Ha Bnaga, v nocnegHuin HeyoTHO 3aep3an. B npu-
CYTCTBUM XyaHa napeHb ollyLlan CTPaHHYy poboCTb.

-MeHs 30BYyT Bnagom, - HexoTsa npousHec oH. — 4 apyr KocTu.
-DTO MOHATHO, - KUBHYN XyaH. — [lonarato, Bbl pewusiv y MeHs nocenmTtbca?

Bnan cepanTo nokocuncsa Ha npudartens. IMeHHO eMy npuHaanexana «reHunanbHasa» uaesd oTrnpaBUTb-
Ccsa K aTOMY TMny! A 4TO, eCcnm OH UX NMOMPOCTY BbICTaBUT 3a ABepb?! Kyga um natun?!

-Hy... - HenoBko nNpoTaHyn KocTtd. — Mbl HagesaIMcb rnorocTuTb...

-HeT, He NorocTnTb, - XeCcTKo oTpe3an XyaH. — [Ana Bac ABOMX 3TO UCK/IOYEHO. TOT TPETUIM Manbuuk,
CMYT/bI TAKOW, BOIEH YUTWU MpU XKenaHuu. Bbl — HeT.

-2T0 ewe 4yTo Takoe?! — Bnaa BbINpSAMUIICA Ha CBOEM TabypeTe, pyKa M30 BCEX CU TUCHY/a CTOMO-
Bbl HOX. — Mbl He pabbl U yngem, Korga 3axotum!

XyaH paBHOAYLUHO NOXan nnevyamu:

-Mwunoctn npowy! Naute! NMntatbCa NUCTbIMU N OpeXaMn, KOHEYHO, BECbMa POMAHTUYHO.
-Tak Bbl HAaC He yaepXXupaeTe? — OKOHYaTeNbHO 3anyTasncs Bnaa.

CobecefHMK n3gan exnaHbli CMELoK:

-A?! Ha kon Bbl MHe cpanucb?! Ho rHatb A Bac Toxe He b6yay. XusBute TyT, ecnm XoTute. Y MeHs
BPEMS OT BPEMEHMU XMUBYT 3abnyalime ctpaHHUKK. NOTOM yXOAAT... HO YXOASAT CaMu, 1 HUKOFO He npo-
roHsto.

-A Kak Torga noHuMaTb Balwwn crioBa 0 Hazape? - BMewarncsa Koctd. — Hy, 0 HaweM cnyTHuke?

XyaH B3JOXHY:
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-OTOT Baw... Hazap, A4a? ...MOXeT BEpHYTbCS B CBOM POAHOM MuUp. Bbl ABOE — HE MOXeTe.
-JT0 ewe novyemy?! — Bo3myTuncsa Bnaa. — Yto 3a HecnpaBenMBOCTb?!
-Mo cyeTam NpmxoanTCcs NNaTUTb.

-Mo kakuM ewe cyetam?! — B3BUICA NapeHb. K N1y ero npunuia KpoBb, Nasblbl 3apoxanu. — YTo
Bbl BCE TBEPAUTE MPO KakmMe-To A0/ U cdeTa?! Mbl HUUEro He oganxueanu!

-Bbl NpOCTO He MOMHUTE, - MANKO BO3pa3us XyaH.
-Y Hac paHHUI CKN1epos, no-Baliemy?

-JlagHo, BCce pasroBopbl nocne. EwbTe, HabupanTecb cu, a 9 Noka NOAHMMYCb K Ballemy Apyry. Y
Hero cepbe3sHas npobnema c pyKkon.

Ctonno emy ckpbITbCs, Kak Bnag obepHyncsa k Kocre.
-A yero Tbl MOnumnwWb?! Tebe BepHYTbLCSA He xo4yeTca?!
KocTsa ycTtano B3rnsHyn Ha npusrtens.

-A Tbl CaM BepMULLb, YTO BEPHELIbLCA? A yXe AaBHO He Bepto. Ml He XOUy HUYEro, KpoMe BKYCHOW efbl U
Tensaon nocrenu.

-Kak 6yATO Thl paHblUe 4ero-To Apyroro xoTesn, - npobypyan pasfocafoBaHHbIM Bnaj, noTSHYBLUKUCH
3a TOCTaMMU.

-XoTen! — oto3Bancs Kocrts, ToXe B3sB HECKO/IbKO TOCTOB.
-Ara, pacCCKaXu elle, YTo XOTeEJT1 CHAaCTbA BCEMY YE/NOBEYECTBY...

-HeT, - cepbe3HO OTBETU/ ObIBLUNI COKYPCHUK. — A XOTeNn AeHer, XoTen C/aBbl, MeyTan CcTaTb My3bl-
KaHTOM. XoTen pa3BieKkaTbCsl C CaMbIMU K1ACCHBIMU XeHLWMHaMm!

-N uTO, paxe XeHwmnHbl Tebss He MHTepecyroT? — NogAaen ero HoLwa.
-MoyeMy, MHTepecytoT. Ho xBaTWUT 1 OAHON.

-0, 6oxe, Tancmsa! — BHe3anHO cnoxeaTwuica Bnag v gaxe oTctaBun Tapenky. — Fae oHa?! { 3abbin
cnpocuTb XyaHa o Hewn!

-Mogoxamn, ycneewsb CNpoCUThb... Ewb, noka gatoT!
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naea 16. IOuaHa

Bnan pBaHysics C MecTa, ONPOKMHYB TabypeT, N HECKO/bKO MUHYT CMYCTS yXe Muyancsa No Kopuaopy
BTOpPOro 3Ta)ka, pacnaxmBas Bce ABepu noapsa. Kocts 6exan cnenoM, 4to-TO HEAOBOSIbHO 6opMoua
cebe nop Hoc.

OTKpbIB ouyepenHylo ABepb, Bnaa 3amep Ha nopore, rpydb €ro TSAXeno B3AbiManach OT 6bicTporo 6e-
ra. OTa KoMHaTa 6bla1a BbIMOSIHEHA B TYCKJ/IbIX CEPO-KOPUYHEBBLIX TOHAX, U B HEll, HECMOTPS Ha CUSAIO-
Lee 3a OKHOM COJIHUE, uapui nosyMpak — CBET NPUr/yLlanuy rycTble WTopbl WOKOJaAHOro OTTeHKa.

B kpecne y HM3KOro ctonmka cuaen XyaH, B pyKax €ro uctodas rnap Kakon-To Hanutok B 6enoi vaul-
Ke. B3rnan My>4nHbl OCTaHOBMUIICS Ha Bnage.

-YeMm 0653aH? — X0104HO O0CcBeAOMUIICS BploHeT.
Bnag, HeMHOro cTyweBaBLKCb, 061mM3an nepecoxwue rybbl U HENOBKO Ha4van:
-5l Nnpuwen NoroBOpUTbL 0 MOEN AEBYLUKE...

-B kakoM cMbicnie - TBoen? — nepebun XyaH, OTCTaB/AsAs 4yawky. Ero yepHble rnasa noao3puTenbHO
6necHynu. Kasanocb, x03sinHa TauHCTBEHHOro OCOOHSIKa 3adesn CnoBa HHOWKW. — Tbl pa3Be pabo-
Bnagenew?

-HeT, 5 umMen B BUAY MO BO3/MHOGNEHHYIO...

-Mpoxoan, — NpeanoXxmn, 4yTb CMAMYMBLLUNCL, XyaH. — Heyno6HO pa3roBapvBaTth B Takol MaHepe.
MapeHb NMOCNYLWHO CeNn Ha Kpaelwek KpoBaTW, a Boweawunii cinegomM KocTs npeanoyen nocTosThb.
-WTak, 4To Tbl XOTeN CKasaTb? — HAaNOMHWA XyaH, C OTCTPAHEHHbIM NI060MNbITCTBOM U3yYas roCTeN.
Brag oKosio MUHYTbI cobMpancs C MbICASMU, NMOTOM MPOAOJIXKMUII:

-Y MeHs ecTb AeBylKa... TO eCTb tlobumas... unm, BepHee, bbina...

OH roBopwua TOPOMNNBO U CEMBUYMBO, @ 3aKOHYMJI MOYTH YMONSIOLLE:

- a9 nogyman... Bbl MHOroe 3HaeTe N yMeeTe... BaC AaXe Ha3blBalOT KOJIAYHOM... Bbl He Moraun 6bl no-
MouYb? Hy, BEpHYTb el YenoBevyeckunin obnuk...

Paccka3umk nokpacHen noj HacMewsiMBbIM B3rns4oM XyaHa um, cbnslLnCb, yYMONK. HaBepHoe, OH cKa-
3an rnynocTb. Ewe n B kongyHsl ero onpegenun! A sce Kocta! Yero n cnegosano oxuaaTs!

HexkoTopoe BpeMsa XyaH Monyasn, NOTOM B340XHY/I.
-5 NM4YHO He B cusiax NoMoYsb.

-HeT? - pa3zoyapoBaHHO noBTOpWa Braa.

XyaH KMBHYN:

-HeT. He M04 370... Kak 6bl Bblpa3nTbCs... cneuranmlauns. Ho BoT [uaHa NOMOYb B COCTOSSHUK. Ecnn
3axoyer.

-A 4yTO cpoenaTb, YTOb6bl OHa 3axoTena? — € XapoMm cnpocun Bnaa. Ero oxeaTtuiio nnMxopagovyHoe BO3-
oyxaeHue.

XyaH OTpbIBUCTO paccMesncs:

-0, ecnu 6bl 9 3Han! YBbl, MOTUBbI MOCTYNKOB [lMaHbl MHE HEBEAOMbI U, pa3yMeeTcsl, He B MOel Bna-
CTW ynpaBnsATb ee HacTpoeHmneM. XeHckoe HacTpoeHne Boobuie HenoaBacTHO MYXCKOMY KOHTPOJSIO.
NoBepbTe MOEMY OMbITY.

-A raoe ee KOMHaTa? — YHbINO nomHTepecosasncsa Bnag, TyT e naB AYyXOM. fpkKas wWwaTeHKa, NnoceTus-
Wwas ero HeCKoSIbKO 4YacoB Ha3aj, MnokasasjlaCb He C/AWLWKOM CroBOPYMBOWM, WU CMpaBUTbCA C 34aKOWN
AaMo4Kkon 6e3 NOCTOPOHHEN NOMOLLM NpPeaCTaBAs/IOCh 3a4a4ell HeNPOCTON.

-FAe MOXeT HaxoAuTbCA KOMHAaTa Moel BO3/16neHHON? - UPOHNYHO YycMexHynca XyaH. - [lo-
coceacrtey C 3TOI, KOHEYHO.

CMyTuBLWNCE, Bnaa HeBHATHO nobnarogapus ero U HanpaBwuCs K Bbixody. Y ABepeil Ha MrHOBeHMe
3aZepxXancs, oKMHyB XyaHa peBHWBbIM B3rns4oM. YTo Halwwa pockowHas [naHa B 3TOM He OYeHb-TO
KpacuBOM MY>X4YUHE?
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«A 4yTO Hawna Tamcmsa BO MHE?>» - nponesn A3BUTeNbHbI BHYTPEHHUI FOSI0C, OTYEro-TO HAaNOMHUBLUMWN
KoCcTuH.

XXX

B coceaHeli KOMHaTe Mnax/jlo YEM-TO CMNaAKOBaTO-TEPNKUM, M o6CTaHOBKAa BMOJSIHE COOTBETCTBOBasa
3TOMYy apoMaTy: KpoBaTb C 60pAoBbIM 6anaaxmMHOM, TOJNCTbIA MAMKMIA KOBEpP C abCTpaKTHbIM y30pOM,
CTYyJ/ibsl HA BUTbIX HOXKaX, 3€pKasio B 30/I04EHOM BblUYpPHOW paMe, MHOXECTBO NMydUKOB...

[naHa cuaena Ha HU3EeHbKOM U3ALLHOM TabypeTe BO3/1€ TEMHO-BULLIHEBOrO Tya/lIETHOrO CTOMMKA, 3a-
CTaB/IEHHOro pa3Ho06pasHbIMM GaHOYKaMK, GylakOHaMU M WKATy/IKaMKU, U CTapaTesibHO HaHOCKUIa Ha
L0 Npo3pavHyto reneobpasHyro Maccy.

-Boobule-To, MPUHATO CTy4yaTbCs, - XONOAHOBATO 3aMeTusa XEHLKWHa, UCKOoCa B3I/ISHYB Ha 3amep-
WKX y Nopora HHOLIEN.

-N3BuHUTE, - npobopmoTan Bnaa. — B nocnegHee Bpems y Hac 6bs10 Mano BO3MOXHOCTEN BCNOMMU-
HaTb Npaswaa NpPUINYUS.

-OTO He onpaBaaHue, - oTpesana [unaHa, 3aBnHUYMBaAs Kpblleyky (akoHa.

Bnaa Haxmypwuica. Munoe Hadano cBepxBaxXHoro pasrosopa!

-Bbl Hac roHnTe? - HanpsaMuKK cnpocuna KocTs.

AwvaHa noxana njie4yamu:

-HeT, oT4uero xe? BxoguTe.

3amMsaBLWINCL Ha MrHOBeHMe, Bnag obepHyncsa k Kocte n wenHyn M3BMHSOWNMCS TOHOM:
-Cnywan, MHe, noxanyn, ctout nobecegoBaTb HaeguHe.

Opyr KUBHYN C BUAMMbIM OB/ieryeHneM 1 MOCMEeLWHO peTUpPOoBascs, MArKo NMpUKpbIB 3a coboto ABEpb.
Bnaa oCTOPOXHO MPUCTPOUIICS Ha OAHOM U3 NYy(hUKOB.

-foBopu! — notoponunna naHa.

MNoa npuctanbHbIM B3rNS40M €e fgHTapHO-Kapux rna3s Bnaa dyscTBoBan cebs KpanHe HeyrTHO, HO,
TeM He MeHee, KOe-KaK MOBTOPMA CBOM paccKas. 3aKOHYMB, OH YMOJIK, TSXKeNo Ablla, C/IOBHO nocne
YTOMUTENBHON MPOo6exKn, n ¢ HaZexaon nocmoTpen Ha cobecegHuuy. JlInuo nocnegHen octaBanocChb
HEMPOHUNLUAEMbIM.

-Hy? lNomoxeTe? — He Bblaep)Xan napeHb.

Onana, cnerka nomMopLiMBLINCG, TBEPAO NpoOrosopuia:
-HeT.

-HeT?! — 0T BO3MYyLWEeHNSa Bnag BCKOUMT HA HOIK.
OnaHa nomegnunna, npexae Yem OTBETUTL.

-Bo-nepBbiX, TBOKO TauCUO HUKTO HE 3acTaB/isA/l Ce/IUTbCSH B 3TOW peanbHOCTU U NMPUHWUMATb ee rMnpa-
BunNa.

-Ho oHa npocTo owwmbnack! — ropsa4vo 3anpoTecToBasn OHOLWA.

OnaHa ocTaHOBMNa €ro HeTeprienmBbIM XXECTOM.

-Bo-BTOpbIX, - FpOMYE MpexXHero 3aroBopusia oHa, - Tbl €e HeAOCTaTOYHO fo6uULLb.
-Henpasga! — B36eweHHO 3aopan Bnag, cokmmasa Kynaku. — Bel-To oTKyaa 3Haete?!
-Buxy.

-Ha MHe HanucaHo, 4To Nn?!

-HanucaHo, - HeBO3MyTMMO noaTBepanna AunaHa.

MNapeHb C HEHABUCTbIO YCTABWU/ICA Ha Hee, B 3TOT MOMEHT OH UCMbITbIBa K Hel 60bLUY0 HENPUA3HDb,
yeM K Hukonda. Kak oHa ocMenuiacb cyauTb O ero 4yBcTBax?!

-OcTouepTenu MHe Marn BoKpyr! — SpoCTHO BbIKPUKHYJ OH.

[wnaHa nosena nne4yom, 6yaATO OTrOHAS HA30MMBYHO MYXY:
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-CouyBcTBYt0. MoHMMaelwb, Bnaa, B TBoei No6BU NMPUCYTCTBYET M3psaHas AONS CTpacTn u dusnde-
CKOTO XenaHus.

-EcTecTBeHHO! — PbIPKHYA OH. — S BeAb MyX4MHa!

-2TO Hu3Wasa dopma nbaun.

-2To HopManbHas dopma nwbeu! — pazosnunca Bnaa. — MoxHo nogyMmaTb, Bbl C XyaHOM He crnuTe!
Jlnuo AvaHbl okaMeHeno.

-Ybuparica oTcioga! — npukasana oHa, U B Iasax ee MosibIXHY 3e/IeHbIA OrOHEK.

- He nogymato! YTo, npaBaa 60nbHO XoxeT?! 3HaumT, BaM € XyaHOM MOXHO 6bITb Nt060OBHMKAMM, a
MHe C Tancmel — Henb3a?!

-Mpunyem TyT 3TO? — C Aocagoli obpoHwuna AnaHa. — YTo6bl COBEPLINTL MarM4eckmin putyan, o KOTO-
pOM Tbl Mpoculb, TpebyeTcsa KonoccasbHOE KONMMYECTBO 3Hepruu. Ecam 6bl Tbl nobun ee, a9 6bl nc-
nosib30Basia SHepruto TBoen stbBu. A TaK... TPATUTb COOBCTBEHHbIE BHYTPEHHME pecypchbl 1 He HaMme-
peHa.

MapeHb TAXeno, Xxpunso Aablwan, 6ecnoMowHo rnsas Ha AnaHy. ApocTb ero NMoOHEMHOry 3aTmxana.

-Ho a pencreutenbHo nobno ee! — ¢ MonbboON ckasan oOH.

-TBoen nobBn Mano.

-Ho no-apyromy 8 ntobuTb NpoCcTo He yMmero!

-TBou npobnemsbl, - 6e3pasnnyHon oto3Banacb [AnaHa. — YUucob.

Heckonbko cekyHa Bnag csepnun ee cepamTbiM, HEMOAYHOLWMM B3r/1S40M.

-Hayuycb! — BbIAOXHYT OH, HAKOHEL,, U BbILWEN U3 KOMHATbl, C CUION XJIOMHYB ABepbio. Begbma!
XXX

YeauHMBLUWUCL B CBOEM KOMHaTe, Bnaa ner Ha KpoBaTb M MPUHANCA HEAOBOMIbHO co3epuaTbh nobeneH-
Hbl/i MOTOJIOK. B MbICNISAX BEPTENCA OAMH-€ANHCTBEHHbI BOMpPOC: Heyxenu [naHa ckasana npaBsay?

-Ho a nwobnto Tancuio, nwobnto! — TBepana WenoToM napeHb, Kycas rybol.
MNMepBbIM ero HasecTun KocTs v Bbipa3na NOAHY CONMMAAPHOCTb C HErogoBaHWeM apyra.

-OHa Beab Tebsa He Buaena ¢ Taucuen, - pobaBun oH, cobupasice yxoaute. — W He Buaena TBoen pe-
aKuMn Ha ee cMepTb. Tbl 6b1 Ha rpaHK camoybuincTea. DTO cenyac Tbl HEMHOMO OTOWeEN... @ Tor4aa s
3a Tebs XyTko bosncs.

BTopbiM npuwen XyaH.

3ameTuB ero, Bnaa BbINpAMUACS W cen, npurnaxueasi Bofocbl. KonayH ycTpouscs Ha OA4HOM U3
CTYNlbeB 1 BHMMATENIbHO MOCMOTPEs Ha CBOEro He C/IULLKOM BEXJIMBOrO rocTs.

-Tebe He naet 6opoaa, - 3aroBopusl OH.

-OT0 He 60opoaa, - ObIPpKHY/T NMOKOPOOGSIEHHbLIA TaKMM MNPeArnosioXXEHMEM HOHOWA. — DTO OTCYTCTBMUE
OpuUTBHbI.

-3aBTpa s Hay4y BacC MoJsib30BaTbCs 34eWHUMM 6puTBamMmn, - noobewan XyaH. — TyT HYy>XHa CHOpPOBKaA,
- MoOMONYaB, OH MNPOAOJIKWUI C JIErKUM B340XOM: - He 6yay cnpawumBaTb O pe3ysbTaTax b6ecegbl C
OnaHoi. S cnbiwan TBOU KPUKW.

Bnaa ncnoanobbs B3rasiHy1 Ha Hero.
-KoHeYHo, 3BMHUTE, HO MHE Balla [JmaHa He NoHpaBuiach.

-OHa u He gomkHa Tebe HpaBUTbCs, - NoXan nnevyamMmu Xo3s8uH 3amka. — OHa AO/KHA HPaBUTbLCS MHeE.
N notom, He cyam cTporo. KoHeYHOo, OHa 4YenoBeK CNOXHbI. Ho 6yab oHa nNpocCTyLwKon, g 6bl AaBHO
ee pasntobun.

-A Bbl O/ITO BMECTe? — He CrnpaBMBLUMCH C SIl060MbITCTBOM, NOMHTepecosasncs Bnaa.

Jlnyo XyaHa nNpuHSANO CTpaHHOe BblpaXeHue, Yrosikm TOHKMX ryb cnerka 3agpo’kanu, CNOBHO caep-
XMBas ynbloky.

-0, Aa, AOBOJILHO A0NT0, - CAEPXAaHHO OTBETUN OH. — HEeCKO/IbKO BEKOB.
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Bnaa c nogospeHnem nokocuscs Ha cobecegHuka:

-Heckonbko yero? BekoB?! B un3HW He cnblwan 6onbluen yenyxu!

-TeM He MeHee... - XMbIKHYN1 6pIOHET.

Bnag noctapancs cobpaTtbCs C MbIC/ISIMM.

- kak ke Bam 370 yganocb? Hy, NpoXnTb CTONBKO NeT?

XyaH nompavHen.

-EcTb 04MH puTyan B YepHOW Marmm, - HEXOTS MOSICHU/ OH.

-YepHon? - c yanBneHuem yToyHun Bnaga.

-IMeHHO. YepHol. A 1 caM — YyepHbIA Mar, Tbl He 3HanN? MNpaBaa, y>Xe B NpoLUIOM.

-Oro! — BOCK/IMKHYJ1 NapeHb, He NpeAcTaBnss, Kak ciefyeT pearMpoBaTbh Ha CTOJ/b dKCTpaBaraHTHoe
npusHaHue. — M 4yTo e 3a puTyan Takomn?

-C XepTBOMNPUHOLLUEHUSMN.
-bapaH nnu osua? - 6pesrnneo oceegomuncs Bnaa.
XyaH nokayasna rosioBOM M XeCcTKO CKasast:

-BoBce He 6apaH u He oBuUa. [pMHECTN B XepTBY HEOO6XOAMMO 4YesioBeKa, KOTOPOro ovyeHb NobuLlb.
He o6a3aTtenbHO BO3nt06/eHHOro nnu BosntobneHHyo. Pebenka, oTua, maTb, Apyra...

-O rocnogn! — coaoporHyncs nopa)eHHbin A0 rnybuHbl aywn Bnaa. EMy caenanocb AypHO Mpu MblC-
W, YTO CMAAWMA psSAOM My>X4UYMHA HeKorga C NIErkOoCTbio MOXEPTBOBa XWU3HbIO TOro, KTO 6bl1 eMy
OEeNCTBUTENbHO Aopor. BnpoyeM, ¢ nerkoctbto An? bbiTb MOXET, OH A0JIFO B3BewuBasa BCe 3a U Npo-
TUB, Npexae 4YeM pewnTbcs?

-LokupyeT? — pe3ko cnpocun XyaH.

-He 6e3 ToOro, - He ctan oTpuuaTtb Bnaa. — U koro »xe Bbl u3bpanu... oBLONK?
XyaH X0NoA4HO ynblbHYyNCA:

-Kak koro? [iuaHy, KOHEYHO.

-A MOTOM OXWBWUAN? — HWYErO He NOHMMAs, AOMbITbIBANCS HOHOLWA.

XyaH XMypo npou3sHec:

-He coBceM. OXnMBW/, HO NULWb OTYACTU. DTO CBoero poaa aHToM. OHa XMBET, NOKa XMUBY 5, MONb-
3yeTcsi MOl SHEeprmen, XXMBET 3a MOM cyeT. DTO KJIOH, HO He C Tena, a ¢ aywu. Mo3ToMy ee HeBO3-
MOXHO ybuUTb 06bIUHbIMK cpeacTBamu. OHa He 6oseeT, He CTapeeT...

-Kakon kowmap... - npowenTtan Bnag, ¢ y>xacom rnsas Ha 4yepHoro mara. — A BbIMSauUT TakKoW Xu-
BOM...

-OHa u ecTb XuBas, - oTpesan XyaH. — A CKopo BoobLle nepecTtaHeT OT MeHs 3aBumceTb. HO Ha MouUX
pykax B ntobom cnyyae Hemasno Kposu. [la U Ha TBOUX TOXe.

-Hnuero nogo6bHoro! — Bo3MyTUICa NapeHb. — 4 HUKOro He ybusan.

-Tbl NPOCTO 3abbla1, - MArko Bo3pasun XyaH. — Ho B Te BpeMeHa Tbl 3Bajicsd MHaye M Bbirnsaen no-
Apyromy. Kctatn Mbl ¢ TO60M 6bIIM HEMTOXO 3HAKOMBbI.

-lWyTtnte, pa? - ¢ nogospeHueMm nporosopun Bnaa. — Korga aTo 4 3Basica MHa4ve M BbIra4en no-
apyromy?

-MHoro ctoneTuin Hasaga.

Bnaa pacnnbincg B ynblbke, HEBOMIbHO MUCNbITae obneryeHuve:

-Tak BOT Bbl 0 yeM! O BCAKMX TaM penHkapHaumax? Bol 6yaancTt? A g BOT HeT. S B 3TO He Bepio.
-Hy-Hy, - npe3puTenbHO 06pOHUA KONAYH. — A KaK Tbl TYT 04yTMACa?

-A Bbl 3HaeTe Kak? — HacTopoXuncsa Bnaa.

-MpekpacHo 3Hato. Ho noka ymonyy, pas Tbl Yy Hac He 6yaaucT.

-HeTt yx, paccka3biBanTe! A nmeto npaBo 3HaThb!
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XyaH OKWHYN ero 3agyM4yuBbIM B3r940M:
-Nmeewb, KoHeYHO. N B cBOe BpeMs A Tebe BCe paccKaxy.

-KcTatv, a kKaknmM 06pasoM Mosyunnochb, YTo 9 U KocTs MoHMMaeM s3blkM, KOTOPbIMW OTpOAY He Bra-
Nenn? — cnoxeBaTusiics Bnaa. 3ToT BONpOC I@aBHO YXKE 3aHUMan ero.

-A, epyHaa, - npeHebpexuTenbHO 0TO3Basics XyaH. — TakoBO CBOWCTBO AaHHOM peanbHOCTU. Kax-
OblA, KTO HauyMHaeT wurpaTb NO MpaBuiiaM Moero Mumpka, obpetaeT cnoCobHOCTb MOHMMaTb N60N
A3blK. [lpoMcxoaAnT BO3AENCTBME Ha 0cCcobbl 3HepreTuyeckuMin LeHTp denoseka (Hy wnum HE-
yesnoBeka).

-[JOBOSIbBHO TyMaHHO, - noxanosasica Bnaa. — O kakon peanbHOCTM Bbl roopute? O KakoM BalleEM
Mupke?

-4 nMeto B BUAY OKpy»Kakollyto Tebs AeCTBUTENbHOCTb, - TEPNENMBO NosicHun XyaH. — A Booblle, Ha
CaMoM Jiene s 3allesl He NIeKUMN YnTaTb, @ MOCOBETOBATb U3BUHUTbLCS nepes [uaHoil.

-3a 4YTo n3BMHUTBLCA?! — BCckunen Bnaa.
XyaH YKOPM3HEHHO MOCMOTPEs Ha Hero.
-A Tbl He goraabliBaewbcs? Tbl 6b11 BeCcbMa rpy6.

-Ho oHa He noxenana MHe NOMOYb! — C ApOCTbIO BbIFOBOPWUST NapeHb. — lMNpuyem 3asaBuna, 6yato g He
nobno Tancuio!

XyaH B340XHYN, pacnpaBisis CKNaAKu Ha cyTaHe.

-OHa nogpasyMeBasa Heckosbko MHoe. lMorimu, Bnag, Bce Ha cBeTe MMEET CBOK LeHy, U Marus - To-
Ke. BbIMOAHUTb TBOM... 3-3... 3aKa3... MOXET Wb 6enbii Mar. Tak 4To A9 OA4HO3HAYHO HE MOAXOXY.
DTO NepBbIA HIOAHC.

-Bbl cKa3anu, 4To YepHas Marus ANns Bac B NMpoOLUJIOM, - YrpiOMO HanoMHun Bnaa.

-[la, HO YepHas Marmsa ocTaBnsieT CBOW cneabl, Aaxe pybubl, MycKkan NpoCcTble CMEpPTHble U HE 3aMme-
YyatT UX... Ho oHM ecTb, 3TK pybubl. JlaaHO, Tenepb BTOPOWM HtoaHC. [Nns AaHHOMO Marmyeckoro pu-
Tyana TpebyeTrcsa KonoccanbHbll BbIBpoC aHeprum, n noboBb, JMWEHHAsA HaleTa YMCTo PU3NYECKOoMn
CTpacTn, BASIETCS ee uaeasnbHbIM UCTOYHUKOM.

-Mou uyBCTBa HaseTa CTpacTu He NINLIEHbl, KOHEYHO, - NpU3Hana IHOWa C HEePBHbIM CMeLlKOM. — Ho
3TO He 3Hau4uT, YTo g He nwbnto Tancuto. Jliobnto, n ewle Kak!

-HecoMHeHHO, - kKMBHYN XyaH U ¢ ynblbkoln gobasun: - YectHoO roeBops, Mos N0b60Bb K [lnaHe Toxe He
NMweHa HaneTa CcTpacTu, XOTS Noc/e MUHYBLUMX BEKOB 3Ta CTPacTb M MpUHSANa HEMHOIMO MHYO dop-

MYy.
-Ho 3auem [mnaHa mMeHsa ockopbuna?

XyaH HEeTOopOonJMBO MOAHSANCS, OTPSAXHY/1 CBOE AJIMHHOE 4YepHoe ofedHue U, raas Ha roctsa cBepxy
BHWN3, C XXaJIOCTbIO NMPOU3HEC:

-Tbl CIMLIKOM MHOIO€ BOCMpPUHUMAELLb CMepTebHbIM ockopbneHneM. Tak TPYAHO XUTb.
OH 6bIn1 yXXe y aBepen, koraa, obepHyBWUCL, Aob6aBun:

-V BCce-Takn COBETYIO U3BUHUTLCA. [naHa Tebe oTKasana, HO ogHa)XAbl OHa MOXET nepeaymaTtb. OHa
ob6s3aTesibHO MOMOXET, eC/u Tbl AOKaXelb, YTO 3acnyXmnBa€lb 3TOro.

XyaH yuwen, 3ax/10MNHyB 3a coboli ABepb, a Bnaa, cHoBa OTKMHYBLUUCL Ha MOAYLUKY, TYrno yCTaBW/ICA B
MOTOJIOK.

N3BUHUTLCA Nepeg 3Ton BegbMol! Ho BApyr OHa AeNCTBUTENbHO NepegyMmaeT? OX...
XXX

MoTpaTuB HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi Ha pa3ayMbs, Bnaa ckpens cepaue pewwunn nNpucnywaTbcs K coBeTy Xya-
Ha. 3a OKHOM YXe Crylanncb CyMepku, Koraa napeHb nocTyyasncs B ABEpPb KOMHaTbl JuaHbl.

«X0Tb BCMOMHWA, YTO CTy4YaTbCA HaAo!» - TOCKAMBO NoAyMars OH.
-BorignTe! - goHeccsa [0 Hero XXeHCKun rosoc. Bnag mocnewmn BOCNO/b30BaTbhCs npurnaweHnemM.

B nomeweHnn uapun ,D,YUJHbIVI nonyMmpak, Cierka CMSAMYEHHbIN CBEYaMW B TSAXKENbIX MeAHbIX NOACBEY-
HuKkax. [unaHa cuaena Ha ogHOM U3 I'IY(bVIKOB BO3/21€ Kpyrnoro Ctosinka, Ha KOTOpoOM ncxoawmsna CuU3biM
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ObIMKOM UM3bICKaHHas nernesibHMLA M3 FHYTOro MyprnypHOro CTeKna, OKPY>XEeHHash XOJIMWUKOM pacchbl-
MaBLIMXCS KapT. Xo03sika anapTaMeHTOB, YyCreBllass CMEHUTb MNpeabiaywunii Hapsa Ha MCKPUCTbIN
TEMHO-asblil NeHbloap, HEBO3MYTUMO Kypwuna, 3alyMUMBO pasrnsabiBasi rissHUEBYH KapTOHKY C U30-
OpaxeHneM Kopons. 3axkatas Mexzay nasjibLeB KpacoTKWU ANMMHHAs TOHKAas CMrapeTta, Kak HU CTpaHHo,
La 3TON YAUBUTENBHOMN XEHLMNHE.

-[06pbIii Beuep, — BSMO NMo3aopoBasncs Bnaa, ycTaBuMBLIMCE NOBepX njedya [MaHbl Ha OrOHEK CBEeYM.
- S npuwen n3BUHUTbCA. CerogHs AHEM S MOTropsAYUIICS.

OH peaKko Npocua NpoLLEHNS, MOXHO CKa3aTb, MOYTU HMKOrA4a, NO3TOMY Ceryac C TpyAOM BblAaBua U3
cebsa Tpebyemble cioBa M, pazyMeeTcs, Ha CaMOM Jefne HMKaKoro packasiHus He owyuwan. B yem ero
BMHa, B KOHLeE KOoHLOB?! DTa BegbMa MOrjaa cnactv Xu3Hb AOPOroro eMy 4esioBeka, HO nosieHunach,
OoTAEeNaBWMUCh Henenow oTroBopkor! M Tenepb OH Xe n BuHoBaTt?! TeM He MeHee, NapeHb YeCcTHO Mo-
cTapasica npuaaTb CBOeMy nuuy B Mepy CKopbHoe BbipaxeHue. Ccoputbcsa € NtoboBHULEN XO3AMHA
YyTb JIN HE eANHCTBEHHOIO HOPMAasibHOrO NpUOTa — 3aHATUE HEOCMOTPUTENBHOE.

AvnaHa noaHsna B3rnsg oT CBOMX KapT, 3aTyluufa CMrapeTy U yCMexHynacb B IMLO pasfocafoBaHHO-
MYy FOCTIO:

-Monogeu, yMmeelwb HacTynuUTb Ha ropno cobCTBeHHOM ropaocTtu. Onsa Teba 3To noaBwWr, nosarato.
CTpaHHO, 4YTO Tbl HE NOAABUIICS 3aroTOBAEHHON pa3on.

Bnag Hacynuncs, B ToHe cobecegHUUbl eMy noyyanniacb U3aeska.
-5 nonAay, - XMypo 3aaBun oH, 6epacb 3a pydky asepu. — He 6yay mewartsb.
-MocTol, 3aaepXncb Ha nNapy MUHYT. Caab Kyaa-HUbyab.

Bnaz HexoTss NpUCTpoOUSICS Ha KPYrfiioM Heyao6HOM nyduke 1 BbXKMAATENbHO B3MNAHYN Ha OuaHy. Ta
C Nto6oNbITCTBOM M3yyana ero, CJIOBHO UCCNeAys HEKMA 3K30TUYHbBIA 3KCMOHAT Ha BbICTaBKe.

-Pacckaxun o cBoei Taucuu, - BHe3arnHoO Nonpocuaa KpacaBuua-laTeHKa, BbIHMMas M3 NakKMpoBaH-
HOW YepHOW LWIKATY/IKWN creayowyto curapety. — Kakasa oHa 6bina? 'ae Bbl MO3HAKOMUNUCH?

-A BaM 3auyeM? — Bnag ncnoanobbs mocMoTpen Ha BO3Mt0b6neHHy XyaHa, C HeyA4OBO/IbCTBUEM U OA-
HOBPEMEHHO - MOACMYAHOM HaAEXA0MN.

OnaHa noxana nieyamu.
-NHTepecHo. Ecnn He Xxouyelb, He paccKa3sbiBal.

-MouyeMy e, 9 MOry pacckasaTb, - BO3pa3ui OHOWa. BbiTb MOXeT, OHa YCOMHWMMIACb B NPaBUIbHOCTH
CBOero peweHnsa? Hano obpucoBaTb OTHOWEHUS € Taucumen Kak-HMOyab KpacO4HO, Aenas ynop Ha
yyBCTBa U usberas ynoMmHaHWi PpU3NMYECKOro acrnekra... XoTa caM Bnag cuuTtan 3Ty CTOPOHY XU3HMU
COBEpPLUEHHO eCTeCTBEHHOM 1 nonaran, 4to nbosb 6€3 cTpacTn npecHa.

TwaTtenbHO NpoAyMbiBas CBOK peydb, NMapeHb nepeckasan cobbiTUs, HauMHas C TOro MOMEeHTa, Koraa
OAHaxAbl yTpOM Npobyamncs B He3HakoMon ob6CTaHOBKe ApeBHero 3amka. Wctoputo ¢ Taucumeln oH
HEMHOro NMpuyKpacun, a 4onas Ao onucaHus rmbenn anbda, 3aMonyan, He B cuax npoaoaxaTtb. Bce
3To BpeMs [naHa Kypuia, pacCcessHHO Msas B MpoCTpaHCTBO. Ka3anocb, MbIC/IN ee BUTAOT OYEeHb Aa-
neko...

-lMeyvanbHaga nucrtopus, - NPOTAHYNa OHa, Korda Bnaa 3akoHuwn. — Kpacmeasa v nevasnbHas.
-Ecnn 6bl Bbl MOMOI/IN... - HEYBEPEHHO Hayas OH, O4HAKO [unaHa TyT e pe3ko ero obopsana:
-KaxkeTtcs, 310 Mbl yxxe 06cyamnm, He Tak nn?

-Tak Kakoro 4yeprta Bbl MeHs TyT My4yunm?! — paccepanncs napeHb. CTomno pacrtoyaTtb CO6CTBEHHOE
KpacHopeuue, 4Tobbl yTONUTb NpasgHoe NbonbiTCTBO 3TOM 0cobbl! OwyTne cebss 6eCKOHEeYHO YHU-
YXEHHbIM, OH MOAHSCS WU pewuTeNbHO HanpaBW/ICS K ABepU. Y BbiIXOAa 3aAepXancs U A3BUTESIbHO
cnpocun: - CKaxuTe, a KypeHue BalleMy 340pOBbi0 He BpeauT? Bbl Beob He YenoBek.

[dwnaHa Ha cekyHAay 3amepna, NOTOM CO 3/10CTbi0 MOTYyLIKa CMrapeTy U pasApaXeHHo 3aMeTuna:
-Koe-KoMy HY>XHO Hay4uUTbCsl MOYaThb.

-KoMy, Hanpumep? — C U34eBKOW yTOUYHUN Bnapa, pafysiCb, YUTO XOTb Kak-TO MOXET OTMAaTuUTb BbICO-
KOMEpHOW KonayHbe. — MHe uan BaweMy XyaHy?

-O6ouM! — oTpesana xeHwmnHa, cobmnpas KapTbl. — A Ha CYET KypeHus Tbl npaB. OHO MHE He BpeauT.
XOTa KypuTb S Hayana elle B Te BpeMeHa, Koraa 6blsia 4enoBeKoM.
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-Toraa yxe CywecTBOBanW cuUrapetbl? — 6ecTakTHO NsnHyn Bnag v, cnoxBaTMBLUMCH, 3aMosyan.
MO>HO MoAyMaTb, OHa poAuiach B 3Moxy AMHO3aBpoOB!

-9 6bi1a Xpuuen xpama 6ornHu Doc. Hawa Bepa 3anpellana BCaYecKne n3aunecrtsa, HO HEKOTOPbIM,
0COH6EHHO MpOCBELLEHHbIM, MO3BOSNIOCH MCMbITbIBATh pa3/iMyHble Cnocobbl pacllMpeHUs CO3HaHMUS.
MNMoHayany Mcnosib30BasNCb BCSKWE peaKkue TpaBbl, HO Mbl MPULLAN K BbIBOAY, YTO Urpa He CTOUT
cBeuy. PesynbTat gocTurancsa 3Ha4ynTesnbHbIM, HO Kakon LeHon!

-Bbl roBopuTe 0 HapkoTukax! — nopaswnca Bnaa. Yto 3a noam 3™ OuaHa n Xyan? OgHa — B npo-
LISIOM HAapKOMaHKa Co CTaxeMm, Apyron - ybuinua... B cpaBHeHUM C HUMK OH, Bnag, nmodTu CBATON: He
KYpPWUT, HAPKOTMKOB HMKOrga He npoboBas, Aaxe camMbix «6e306MaHbIX>», pa3Be 4YTo MUMBOM t06UT no-
6anoBaTbCs... N yXX TOYHO He AnLan HUKOro XM3HK!

-Torga He nogo3peBann O CTpawHOM No604YHOM 3ddekTe, - CAOBHO MPOYUTAB €ro MbIC/IN, NOSICHUAA
OvaHa. — XXpeubl 1 Xpuubl MPULWAM B BOCTOPr OT JIEFKOCTU, C KOTOPOM AOCTMIanoCb yMeHUe nepeMe-
WaTbCs Mexay peanbHOCTAMU. be3 HapkoTMKOB 3TO TpeboBasio 3HaYUTENbHbIX YCUAWA. o3aHee Mbl
O0TKa3a/IMCb OT CTOJIb Pa3pyLUMTENbHbIX METOAMK.

- nepewnun Ha 6e3onacHbil Tabak, - nogaen ee Bnaa.
[naHa CNoKOMHO KMBHYaA:
-Oa. B marnueckunx obpsigax tabak 6ecnoneseH, HO 340pPOBO CHMMAET HEPBHOE HanpsXXeHue.

-Ho Tenepb-TO Bbl MOXETE NPUHUMATb HAPKOTUKW, - HE YHMUMANCA NapeHb. — 340POBbl YPOH Bbl HE
HaHeceTe, pa3Be HeT?

-B 06bIY4HOM MOHUMAHUKN — HET, HE HaHecy, - Npu3Hana 6biBWwas Xpuua. — Ho HApKOTMKK CNOCO6HbI
MI0X0 MOBMUATbL HA SMOLIMOHASIBbHYO COCTaBMAAIOLLYIO MOEN NIMUYHOCTU. VIHBIMW COBaMKU, CBECTU MEHS
c yma.

Bnag HeMHOro nomosnvasn, NOTOM 3aroBOpWMA BHOBb (YTONUTb ero to60onbITCTBO 6bISI0 HE Tak-TO MNpo-
cTo!):

-A eguTe Bbl 3a4eM? Hy, 3aBTpakaeTe, obenaere?..

- moHsana, 4to Thl MMeewb B Buay, - nepebuna [OmaHa. — 3auem? Paam ynoBonbCTBMS. ITO BO-
nepebiX. A BO-BTOPbIX, XyaHy cTomno 6bl Tebe pasbsACHUTb, YTO Takoe GaHTOM. Tbl Boob6pasuna, uto 4
- Kakoe-TO NpuBUAEHMUE.

-Ecnu yecTtHo, TO Aa, - He CAOPW/ HOHOLLA.

-Hy, Tak Tbl He npaB, - noxaJsa njie4yaMmmn Kpacotka. — 4 He npuBuaeHne. N He yenosek. HeuTo npo-
MeXyTOUHOEe. JHeprus Ana noAaep>XaHus CyLecTBOBaHUS MHe Toxe Heobxogauma. Ho B oTnuume ot
BacC, NtoAen, MHe He XBaTaeT TOJIbKO TON SHEepruu, KoTopy AaeT nuwa. MeHs nogaepxupaeT XyaH.

-BoT noyemy Bbl BMecTe, - KUBHYN Bnag.

PockolwHasa waTeHKa cy3usia cBOUM MMHAANEBUAHbIE SHTapHbIE rnasa:

-Ewe napa cnos - 1 Tbl gorosopuiibcs. Obewato.

-0a nagHo BaM! — HeEBpeXHO NPOTAHY NapeHb. — YTo 9 Takoro ckasan? XyaH Ball He KpacaBel.
-A Tbl NoNnaraelb, KpacoTa UMeeT XOTb Kakoe-TO 3HauyeHne CrycTs napy BekKoB?

-BoT yXx He 3Hato. U, 6otock, He y3Hato HMKorga. MHe He goBefeTcs NpoxuTb 6obwe 0gHOro crone-
™A,

-N 6narogapu Hebeca 3a 370! — CypoBO 3aK/KuMNa XeHWKuHa. — YTo KacaeTcs XyaHa, 3TO BOMpocC
C/IMLLIKOM JINYHbIN, 4TObbI 06Cy>KAaTb ero ¢ kem 6bl TO HK 6biNo, TeM 6onee — ¢ To6on.

[dnaHa 3amonyana, cocpenoToOYeHHO Tacys KapTbl, a Bnaa 3aBopoxeHo Habniogan 3a ee NOBKUMMU
ABMXeHUsAMU. B 3aragoyHOM nosiympake KOMHaTbl OHa 6bi1a BonwebHO-NpekpacHoOM, U Kakasi pasHu-
La, HaCKO/IbKO TEMHO €e Mpowsioe U CKOJSIbKUMU BEKaMU UCUYUCSAETCS Bo3pacT?! B KOHLEe KOHLOB,
Tauncusa Toxe 6blna He o4YeHb OHON... Ho Kakoe KoMy aeno?!

-Tbl MONy4Ynn OTBETHI Ha BCE BOMPOCHLI? — 3arosopuia [uaHa.
Bnaga, BCcTpeneHyBLINCb, TOPOMN/IUBO BbIMPAMUIICS:

-Bbl wyTnTe? Ha BCce? HeT, kOHe4YHO! HO noka AoCTaToO4HO.

98



InmaBa 17. HeoxwmOoaHHEIe S3HAaKOMLIEI

[MpocHYBLWMWCb Ha cneayrollee yTpo OT pe3Koro Tonyka, Braa HexoTs OTKpbla rnasa M HeaoBOJSIbHO
rnomopLimnca. Barnan ero HeKOTopoe BpeMs pacCessHHO 6ny>|<u,ar| Mo NPOCTPaHCTBY.

-Hy, 1 3aueM 6bI/10 MeHsa 6yanTb? — NpoBOpYas, CNaZAKo NOTArMBasiCb, lOHOWa, ChOKYCMPOBaB 3peHne
Ha CK/IOHeHHOM nuue Koctu. — CoH ropasao npusTHeE siBY, 0/KEH CKa3aTb!

-MpsiMO B TOUKy! — @a3apTHO KMBHYN 6bIBLWINI COKYPCHUK. MMOTHBLIN U 6negHblld, C B3/IOXMAYEeHHOW Yes-
KOWM, OH YacTo Ablllas U HEPBHO MoKycbiBan rybel. — N g Tebe ewe pa3 gokaxy 310! NMNocMoTpn B OK-
Ho!

-Hy, n uto TamM? - c genaHHon 6e33aboTHOCTLIO ocBeaoOMUNICS Bnaa, BHyTpeHHe Hanpsarasacb. Yem Tak
BCTPEBOXeH ero Apyr? - OuepenHoe 4yno-t0407?

-BoT-BOT! - C »xapoM noaTBepAnn B36ya0paXKeHHbI NPUSATENb.

HaxMypuBwKUCb, Bnaa 6e3 mManeilwero sHTyanasMa BbIr/IiHY/1 B OKHO. 3@ BUYepallHUWii AeHb OH TaK U
He ycnes TOJIKOM OCMOTPETbCS, BOJTHEHUSA W CMOpPbl OTHANM Yepecdyp MHOr0O AYLWEBHbIX cuil. U BOT
Tenepb napeHb C OTBJ/IEYEHHbIM NIOGOMBLITCTBOM Pa3rfisffbiBas OKPYXaBLUYD OCOBHSAK TEPPUTOPUIO,
nonazaBlUyl0 CKOpee Mnoj onpeaeseHue napka, YeM caga. TEHUCTble annen, HEeCKONbKO CKamein u3
6enoro Mpamopa, HeBbICOKNE AEeKOpPaTUBHbIE AEPEBbLSI...

-OceHb... - B3A0XHYN Bnag. — JInCctesl coBCceM XenTble.

-0a kakue ewe nuctba?! Tel yero, ocnen?! — o6o3nunca sapyr Kocta u € cuaon XOMHyn gpyra no
nnedvy. — BoH Tam, Buauwb? oA AepeBOM C KPYrbIMU JINCTbsAMMU!

Bnaa HakoHeu-TO yBMAEN M OT HEOXWAAHHOCTU eflBa He BbIBANIUICA B OKHO. leperHyBWKUCb 4yepes
NOAOKOHHMK, IOHOLLA BrASAENCS B HEMbICIUMYIO rpynny. He MoxeT 3Toro 6biTb!

-4T0 OHM TYT AenatT?! — BO3MYLLEHHO BOCK/IMKHYJ OH.
KocTa ynoBneTBopeHHO Nporosopu:
-YomeneH, 3? 4 Toxe. N kcTaTn, Tebe He KaXeTcs, YTO Mbl UX yXKe BCTpeyanu?

-fa, Bpoae 6bl... B necy... - cornacunca Bnaa, HacTOPOXEHHO M3y4yasi ABYX PacnoNOXWMBLUMXCS MOA
[EPEBOM MPULLESbLEB: OrPOMHOIO YellyiyaToro MOHCTPa M CBEPKAIOLWErO B CBETE COJTHEYHbIX JTyYei
LleMOHa.

BHe3anHO MOHCTp MOAHSN KPYMHYH YPOASUBYIO FONOBY, YBEHUYAHHYIO U30MHYTbIM XXeNTOBaThbIM POroM,
W Brepw OCTpbIl B3NS4 B OKHO BTOPOro aTaxa.

-Kyaa ato oH cMoTpuT? — nepenyrancya Kocta. — Ha Hac, 4to nan?
-lNoxoxe, - HeyBepeHHO ckasan Bnag.

YyZoBUllLE pasuMHysI0 NacTb U UCTOPT/IO pblyaluMe 3BYKW, CINOXWMBLUMECS B TPYAHOPA3/IMUYMMble, HO
BCe-TakKu C/oBa:

-Jobpoe yTpo, He3HaKoMLbI!
Bnaa npokawnsanca u kak mor 604po OTKIIMKHYICS:
-0o6poe yTpo, npuwenew!

KocTs XMbIKHYJ, @ MOHCTP CKJIOHW/ ronoBy Habok, B ero MasleHbKUX YepHbIX F1a3ax MebKHY0 Jo-
60nbITCTBO.

-A Tbl cMenbIn YenoBeyek. Cnyckancsa BHU3, nobontaem.
-He B3gymain! — co ctpaxoMm wenHyn KocTs, BUenmMBLUXCDL B 3ansicTbe gpyra.
Bnaa BblAEPHYN PYKY M FPOMKO MPOU3HEC:

-3auem? Tbl pa3MepoM C ropy, a g He b0 3aamMpaTth rosoBy, 6eceays ¢ KeM-To. Jlydlle NoaneTm K
OKHY, NMOTrOBOPUM.

-Oy6buHa! — npoctoHan Kocta. — O6sa3aTenbHO nlobpaxatb n3 cebsa xenmc boHaa?!

-Ons Tebs YTOMUTEJIbHO MOCTOAHHO 3aAupaTtb rosioBy, a 4, 3Ha€lb 1N, yCtako OT AJINTENIbHOIO nNop-
XaHWs, - 3aMeTUN KJbIKaCTbIA FOCTb XyaHa.
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-OT AnnTenbHOro yero? — Tnxo GblpKHY, He Bbigepxas, KocTa. — NopxaHua? MoTbinek, 6:uH...
-Boobuie-To MeHs 30ByT Tapp, - CHUCXOAUTENbHO BCTAaBMA APaKOH. — A Moero cnyTHuka — CBUHT.
[JeMOoH oTBecmn NOKJOH, NMoKasaBLwuninca Bnagy HECKONbKO U34eBaTeNbCKUM.

-Mbl Bac BUAENN OAHaXAbl B JlIecy, - yXe€ rpoMye 3aroBopus ocMmeneslmnin Koctsa: Beab 3Tu Tapp u
CBWHT, UYTO Bbl OHM TYT HM Aenanu, Hanaaatb Kak 6yaTo He cobupanuck. Mo KpaliHel Mepe, cpasy...

[leMOH B3/eTen B BO34yX, MPUYEM AN 3TOr0 €My He NMOoHaA06UINCL KPblSibsl, U Tenepb NiaHupoBan y
OKHa BTOpOro 3Ta)xa. B65vM3u OH MpoM3BOAMS HEMHOMO MNyratolee Brne4yaT/ieHue, XoTsa U 6bin no-
CBOEMYy KpacuB. Ero Teno kKasanocb COCTaB/IEHHbIM U3 MUANMAPAA CBEPKAKLWMUX UCKP, CUSHUE KOTO-
PbIX yCUIMBanocb 6naroaapsi OTpaXaeMoMy COJTHEYHOMY CBETY.

-B necy? - nosTopwa npuwenel CBOUM HeOobblYHbIM Xypyawmm ronocom. — Korga xe?

-He NOMHI0 TOYHO, - MoKose6aBWNCb, HanpsXxeHHo oTo3Basicsa Kocts. Ctonb 651M3Koe NpucyTcTBue
[IEMOHA SIBHO ero HepBMpoOBaso.

-A 4TO Bbl TYT Aenaete? — nonHTepecoBancsa Bnaa. — Toxe y XyaHa rocture?

-[la, roctum, - npusHasn, nocMensascb, AeMOH. OH HanoMUHan XyAOLABOro HHOLWY C KOMHOM MbiLu-
HbIX FYCTbIX BosoC. OZexay eMmy 3aMeHsasa npo3payvyHas nepiamyTpoBas AblMKa, nepenusaroLasics
NoAo6HO YMCTOMY CHery B SICHbIM AeHb. DTO 06/1aK0 He CKpblBasio OYepTaHUn Tena, a To/IbKO npuaa-
BaJZI0 OTPAXXEHHOMY CBETY 3aralodHOe MepuaHue.

-Tbl TaK BHMMaTeNbHO CMOTPULLIb Ha MeHs, 6yATO 9 — BOCXUTUTE/IbHAA HE3HaKOMKA, - YXMblbHYJICS
CBUWHI, COBEPLUMB FPaLMO3HbINA MUPYIT.

Brag 4yTb CMyTUIICS, 0COBEHHO ycrbiwaB KOCTUH eXUAHbIM CMELWOK, U OTTOro rpy6oBaTo OTBETUI:
-Ha BOCXUTUTENbHbIX HE3HAKOMOK 1 CMOTPIO MHave! C BOXAENEHNEM, a Ha Tebs — C N0BOMbITCTBOM.

KocTs o4obpuUTenbHO KUBHYJ/, @ AEMOH, M3KLWHO 06epHYBLUNCb BOKPYr COH6CTBEHHOW OCU, MPOHUYHO
0CBEeLOMUINCS:

- yeMm xe BbI3BaHO TBOE /O6OMBITCTBO?
-Hy, 3Haewsb! — Bo3amyTunca Bnag. — He kaxkabli AeHb BCTPETMLLb TakOro Mepuatowero ypoaa!

KOCTS WenoToM Bbipyrafcs M Ha BCAKMUI Cly4yall OTOABWMHYJICS OT OKHa, @ Bnaa cnokoiHO M C BbI30-
BOM MOCMOTpEN Ha AeMOoHa. TOT COXpaHWU XNaAHOKPOBUE:

-Munbli ManbymnK, y AEMOHOB U N0AeN KaHOHbI NpUBeKaTeNbHOCTM pasHble.
-Kakon a Tebe Munbln Manbymk! — HaXOXIMACS NapeHsb.

-Bce ntoan - petu. Balwa XM3Hb yepecyyp 6bicTpoTeuyHa. S Xun uenoe TbicayeneTne, nyTelwecTBys
Mo YyepHbIM AblpaM BceneHHON, U, TEM He MeHee, CUMTAlOCh COBCEM IOHbLIM MO HALIWM MepKaM.

-Hac Henb3sa cpaBHMBaTh! — cepanTo Bo3pa3un Bnag. — [da v Boobuwe, 3a4eM Bbl cloga npuexanu uan
npunetenn? Yero He octasnuCb B CBOUX Ablpax?

-1 1 cam Bce yalle 3a4alcCb 3TUM BOMPOCOM... [lyMan, 3TO NyTelecTBne AacT BO3MOXHOCTb Nepecko-
YMTb HECKOJIbKO CTyMNeHel nepapxuu, cpasy Bontn B CoseT CTapeiLlnH... HO pa3BiieyeHmne BbILIO He
no MHe. CNMLIKOM yX OHO KpOBaBoe.

-Di1, Bbl! — pasaanocb rpo3Hoe pblyaHue cHMU3Yy. — [Jonro ewe 60nTaTb HaMepeHbl? CBUHT, cnyckaiics!

Bnaa KuHyn B3rnsA Ha OCTABLUErocs Ha 3eMJie MOHCTpa, HanoMuHaBlLero rmbpua sllepa U Hocopora.
ManaxutoBas 4Yellys MArko NnocBepkmBana B 3bI6KMX Slydax COMHLA, YKpalleHHas porom rososa 6bina
OTKWHYTA, @ YepHble rnasa Lenko BCMaTpuBaancb B cobeceHUKOB.

-Mpurnawato Bac Ha cerogHsWHUIA KocTep, - yXXe HauMHas CHMXXATbCS, 3BOHKO BbIKPUKHY CBUHT.
-Kakow ewle kocTtep? - yamsunca Bnag, Habnwoaas 3a nnaBHbIM NpU3EMIEHMEM AeMOHa.

-Mbl BeyepoM cobupaemcst ycTponTb ocoboe mMeponpusaTme, - OXOTHO NOSICHMA CBUHI. — 3aXKeM KocC-
Tep... bygeT Beceno.

-Hy nagHo, - npotaHyn Bnaa. - lNpuaem.

-HeynauHasa naes, - ckentuyeckmn npobopmotan Kocts.
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I'maBa 18. Becepgst y Kocrpa

Y>xe coBceM cTeMHesno, koraa Bnapg noctydancsa k Kocte ¢ HAMEpPEHMEM HAMOMHUTb O BEYEPHEM Me-
ponNpUsATUN.

3a MUHYBLWIME C YTPEHHEro pa3roBopa 4Yacbl MPOM3OLIO MHOXECTBO COObITUA, HE OCOBEHHO 3Hauu-
TeNbHbIX, HO, Kak 3ameTun KocTs, «cTpaTernyeckmn BaxHbIX».

Bo-nepBbix, XyaH 06y4nn CBOMX HOBOMCIMEYEHHbIX MOAOMEYHbIX MCKYCCTBY O6palleHns C OCTPOi Kak
KUHXan 6puTeoii. Bo-BTOpbIX, Nogapua no Habopy HapsAOB, KOTOPbIE MPUBEN B BOCTOPr AaXe paB-
HoAyLWHOro K oaexae KocTio, He roBops yxe 0 Hazape, ¢ BOCXMLEHMEM U3yyaBLUEro 30/10TOe U ce-
pebpsiHoe wnTbe Ha wenke n bapxaTte. B-TpeTbuX, X039MH O0COBHSKaA M BGAMKANLWNX OKPECTHOCTEMN
NPeANoXWU/ KOHOWaM NPONTU Kypc 608 Ha Meyax M wnarax, ctpenbbbl U MPOUYMX BOEHHbIX NPEMYApPO-
CcTen.

-34ecb, B 3TOM MUpe, NoaobHble 3HAHUSA NUWHUMKU He 6yayT, - HacTaBUTENbHO Belan XyaH. - O6sa3a-
TENbHO NPUTrOASATCS.

-A Bbl XOPOLUO AepeTech? — XaAHO nomHTepecosancs Kocrs.
TaWHCTBEHHbIN GPIOHET CKYMO KUBHYII:
-0, aga. BnonHe npununyHo.

-KTo 6bI MO MOAyMaTb, UTO MHE NMPUTrOAUTCA YMEHMe ApaTbCa Ha Wwnarax! — TockaMBo 06poHun Bnag,
HO CMOpUTb He CcTan.

PelwinB NpucCTynuUTb K 3aHATUAM C 3aBTpawHero gHs, pebsata nposenu ocTaBlieecs BpeMs B HnaxeH-
HoM 6e3penbe. N BOT Tenepb, 6amxe K Houu, Bnag ctyyan B KocTuHy aBepb.

-Yero Hapgo? - 3acnaHHo npobopmoTan KocTs, nmokasaBWMCb Ha nopore. TeMHble BOJIOCbI 6blin
B3/10XMa4€Hbl, Ha WEKE KpacCHen cnea oT noaAywKku, a M3 ogexabl OCTaJInCb TOJZIbKO MPOCTOPHbIE
6ptokn. Bnag HeBONbHO noexwuncs, obexas B3r1s40M BbiCTyrnatowme Kaoumubl n pebpa npusatens, u
HapouuTo 604pO NPOroBOPU:

-Tbl Apbix, 9 cMoTpto! Cobupancsa n nownn!
-Kyna ewe? — nposopyan TOT, NOTMpas KyslakoM rnasa.
-Kak kyna? Ha s71oT KocTep!

-O rocrnoan! — NPoOCTOHasN NapeHb, CKPbIBLIMCL B KOMHATE. MUHYT MATb CAYCTS CHOBA BbILIEs, Ha Xoay
3acTermBasi NjaoTHY TEMHO-KOPUYHEBYHO KYPTKY-MUOXAK WM, KakK ee HasBan XyaH, «ClopTyk». Bo-
J10Cbl Y>X€& He TopYanv BO BCE CTOPOHbI, HO BU/ Y OHOLLM 6bif1 BCE paBHO HEAOBO/bHbLIM.

-N HyxHO Tebe 3To 3penuue! - BbickasbiBancsa KocTs, C WYMOM CMyCKasCb Mo JIeCTHuUE. - AlpeHa-
NMHa Tebe He XBaTaeT, YuTo Nn?

Bnag MpoHWM4YHO ynbibancs, coxpaHss MondaHue. OH ycnen OTAOXHYTb OT MyTewecTBUA U AaXe He-
MHOro nosecenen. NocnegHeMy o6CTOATENBCTBY B HEMasnol CTeneHn crnocobCcTBOBan HaMeK XO3sIMHa
AOMa Ha BO3MOXHY nomolb [JuaHbl. B KOHLEe KOHLOB, Ux ¢ Tanucmen «kpacueasi U nedanbHas UCTO-
pua» AOSIXHA paHO UM NO34HO TPOHYTb 3a4yepcTBeBLUee CepAle B340PHOM KonayHbn!

B napke uapun rycroi Mpak, K TOMy e, U3psAHO noxosiogano. Maxno AbIMOM M Fopesnol MCTBOM, a
BO3AYX MOSIHWU/ICA HOYHbIMU 3BYKaMU: CTPEKOTOM, LLIOPOXaMU, LIYypLIAHUEM...

-Hy n xonoaunHa! - knauas 3ybamm, noxanosancsa Kocta n ornsHyncs no cropoHam. — M rae xe a71oT
AypauKkun koctep?

-Monarato, 3a ABOPLOM, - onepeann Bnaa n HanpaBuaCs NO ansiee B HY>HYK CTOPOHY.

OH yragan - 3a TpexaTaXHblM OCOOHSIKOM O6HapyXunocb cBo60AHOE OT AepeBbeB MPOCTPAHCTBO,
CcpenoTouneM KOToporo 6bia XxapKo MbliarwLwmin koctep. Pagom TeMHena ncnonvHckas Tywa Tappa, B
nonyMpake npeacraBnsiBllas cTpawHoBaToe 3penuuie. CBUHI napuia B NoJyMeTpe Haj 3eMfiei, n oT-
6neckn nnamMeHn NpuaaBanu UCKPUCTbIM YacTMLAM ero Tena KpacHOBaTbl OTTEHOK.

NMOMMUMO WMHOMIAHETHbIX CYLeCcTB Ha ¢doHe OrHsa MpopMcoBbIBaNMCL ewe Ase Gurypbl, B KOTOPbIX
Bnag y3Han Hazapa n XyaHa. NocnegHuin, BbICOKMA U OCAHUCTbIA, B YEPHOW LLIEIKOBOM HaKuakKe, Ha-
MOMWHaN TUIFAHTCKOrO BOPOHA - HEC/I0OXXHO 6biN0 MOBEepUTb, YTO 3TOT MOJSIYANMBLIA OplOHET nMmeeT
TEeCHOe OTHOLUEHWE K Maruu.
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Haszap, 4McTo BbI6PpUTLIN, C MNbILHOM KOMHOM CMOMISIHLIX KyApPen, B paclMTOM 30/10TOM KadTaHe 1 y3-
KMX LWTaHax-4yysKax Kasascs 3anumcHbiM dpaHToOM. Bnag c peBHOCTbO 1 06MA0N OTMETU, YTO MOJSIO-
[ON UbIraH 4yepecyyp xopow cobol, XOTS M OH CcaM TOXe MocTapasics He nacTb B MPsi3b JIMLOM, Bbi-
6paB Hamnbonee aneraHTHble, C €ro TOYKM 3peHuns, Bewn... CBeTNno-pycble Bosiocbl Bnaga gocruranu
yXXe cepeauHbl WWen N BUINCb Ha KOHUaX. [lenaTb KOPOTKY CTPUMXKY XyaH OTCOBETOBasl.

«B 3TOM MuUpe KopoTKas CTpUXKa — NpuU3HaKk paba uam KaTop)XHUKa» - C ropeydbto NMOSICHWU OH.
«W 4yTO, HAM pacTuTb KOCY A0 nosica?» - A3BUTEeNbHO cnpocun Bnaa.
«3auyeM? [locTaTouyHO ByAeT ASINMHbI YyTh Bhille niey»

BrnpoueM, AnuHHas cTpuxka Bnaay wna, cMardasi XoTb M MpaBufibHblE, HO HECKONIbKO pe3KoBaThle
yepThbl NMua. K coxaneHuto, 3Toro Henb3sa 6b110 cka3aTbh 0 Kocte — nogobHaa npuyecka B €ro ciyvae
HaNOMWHAaN0 BOPOHbLE rHEe3/o0.

-[06pbIii Beuep, - nosgopoBancs Bnaa. CBUHI BEXIMBO MOKIOHUACS (@ MOXET, HE TaK YX U BEX/U-
B0?), Tapp Ha MrHOBEHWE 3ajiep>Kasl Ha rocTAX PaBHOAYLUHbIM B3rnsa4 oTIMBAOWMX 6arpaHLEM KOCT-
pa rnas, Hasap npvBeTCTBME NPOUrHOPUPOBAS, U N1Lb XyaH COM3BOINI OTBETUTD:

-0ob6pbliii Beuep.

Bnaa cepanTo 3aconen v ornsHyncs Ha KocTio, NbiTasgsCb MMMUKOW nepenath BCE CBOE HErofoBaHUE.
MpusATEeNb BECENO YXMbINIbHYJ/ICA, CTOBHO HAanoMWHas, YTo OH, MOJ, Npeaynpexaan.

-Mbl xaem [naHy, - nosgcHuA XyaH, HO Brnaa Ha 3TO 3aMevaHue oTpearnpoBaTb He ycnen — paszasncs
y>Ke& 3HaKOMbIA rof0cC:

-Bbl ee goxxaanuce.

OnaHa TOXe noxoawusa Ha KONAYHbI: TEMHble bnecrtawme BOMOCHI CTpynnmncb no CnuHe, mUspenka
B3MblBasd OT MOPbIBOB BETPA, JTaAHOE TEJSI0O OKYTbIBas qeprM 6anaxoH, a Ha nuue 3acTbi10 CTpaHHOEg,
HEMHOIo HanpsaxXeHHoe, BblpaXeHune.

OHa OCTaHOBWJ1aCb, CNOXWB PYKWU Ha rpyan U yCTpeEMUB B3rndg Ha Urpy njiaMeHU. HeKOTopoe BpeMA
Lapwuno MosidaHue.

-Hy, 1 B YeM COKPOBEHHbI CMbIC/T 3TOFO TOPXKECTBA? — HAaKOHEL, He Bblaepyan Bnag, ycraB mnsydatb
OroHb. Bce, kpome KOCTW, yAMBNEHHO BO33pWUIMCb Ha HapylwuTens TUWKHbI. Bnpoyem, napeHb no-
f[o3peBas, 4YTo Hasap nsobpaxan HegoyMeHuMe NpocTo U3 BPeaHOCTU.

[OnaHa cnerka nomopumnach:
-DTO He coBceM TopxecTBo. CBOEro poga putyas, No3BOASOWMIA HANOAHUTL TE0 SHEPTUEN OrHA.
-To ecTb corpeTbca? — BcTaBun KocTs.

Hasap rpoMko dbipkHYyn, Tapp u3aan HEBHATHbIN PblK, AEMOH Or/lACU/T OKPYrY HEMPUINYHO 3BOHKMM
MHOIFOros1I0CbIM CMEXOM, U AaXe TOHKUe rybbl Heynbl6umMBoro XyaHa ApOrHynu.

Bnaa c npoHuen nokocuncs Ha gpyra:

-IMmeeTcs B BUAY HeKas BbICIAsa 3Heprusa. 910 U3 obnactu marum, apyxuie!
-A, HY 4a, 1 Kak s caM He goragasncs, - npbicHyn KocTs.

XyaH MSArko nporoBopwn:

-Ecnun Bbl 4ero-To He 3HaeTe, 3TO BOBCE HE 3HAYMT, YTO TOrNO He CylecTByeT.
-3HakoMas necHs, - HacMewWwnmnBo ckasan Bnaa.

-Mo KpalHen mepe, He MellanTe oCTaNbHbIM, - CTPOro ogepHyna ero uaHa.
Bnap He oTcrasan:

-0O6bACHUTE, YTO HALO AenaTb. S TOXKE, MOXET, XOUy HAMOSHUTLCA 3TON, KaK ee... aHepruei! HyxHo
NPOCTO NSAINTLCSA HA OrOHb?

-Co3epuaTb OroHb. 3TO pa3Hble BeLlun.
-B uem pasHble? B nponsHoweHnn?
OnaHa B3goxHyna:

-Botocb, BaM 3TOro He NOHAT.
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-Kyga yx HaMm, - obmxeHHOo 6ypkHyn KocTs.
-MocTapanTtecb CMOTPEeTb cepaLeM. 3abbiTb 0 cebe 1 CTaTb MCKPOM 3TOrO MjaaMeHMN.

Bnaa, nepernsHyBlMCb C APYroM, C TPyAOM MOAABMA YNbl6GKY W YECTHO MOCTapascs BbIMOMHUTb
npeanucaHnsa OuaHbl, HO 40BUICA NULLL FONIOBOKPYXEHUSA M psabu B rnasax. B utore oH Bnan B nony-
ApeMy 1 eaBa He cBanuncs B Koctep. Habnoaaswmii 3a npusatenem Kocta noaaBuICcs CMELLKOM.

-Tbl NOCMOTPM Ny4dwe Ha Hazapa! — HakKNOHMBLWMKCH K ObIBLUEMY COKYPCHWUKY, npowwunen Bnaa. - [e-
naet Bua, 6yATo 3aHMMaeTcs 3TUM AypaLKnM co3epLaHMeM C paHHero aetcreal

-TyT BCE XOpOLMW... - eBa C/bllHO npo6opMoTan Kocts. — Komeaus.

Bo3moxkHo, Bnag ¢ Kocten 6bin NnWEHbl KaKMX-TO OYE€Hb BaXXHbIX AYLIEBHbIX CTPYH, OAHAKO ApPY3bs
Tak U He cyMenu cosgaTtb y cebsa COOTBETCTBYMOLLEe HAacTpoeHne. HakoHeu, Bnagy Hackyumno cme-
SATbCSA, U OH MPUHSANCSA OTKPOBEHHO 3€BaTb, C TOCKOM MOrnsaAbiBasi Mo CTopoHaMm. Hy, CKOMbKO MOXHO
«noAa3apshxaTbca»?! HaBepHoe, nyylue NOTUXOHbKY CKPbITbCS - CTOATb CTO/I60M NonpocTy rayno!

Koraa TepneHnue y Bnaga okoH4YaTtenbHO nccsakno, lmaHa Bapyr nowesennniach.
-CnaBa 6ory, - c obnerueHvem npobopMoTan napeHb, NoAMUIrHYB KocTe.
KpacaBnua-seabma 6pocuna Ha npuaTenem NpoH3nTENbHbIN, NblAAWMIA B3rnsa.

-B cneaywuwmini pa3 Bac He MpUrIacaT, - 3aMeTuna oHa CypoBo. Bnaa 6ecrneyHo noxan njaedamu,
HUCKOJIbKO HE pacCTPOMBLUMCH. [InaHa c ocyxaeHnem gobasuna: - HanpacHo. Bbl MHOroe TepsieTe.

KocTsa rpoMKO bIpKHYJ/, @ ero Apyr Beceso ckasan:

-B ntobom cnyyae Mbl ctoga npuLLaM N0 NMpUrialleHnio 3TUMX BOT 3aMedaTesibHbIX MHOMNaHeTSH!
N oH McTuTenbHo ynbibHynca Tappy n CBUHrY.

-Bbl Hagesanucb ycnablwaTth YTO-HMBbyAb O Hac? — YyTOYHWUIT AEMOH.

Bnag sHEeprmyHo KMBHY-.

-4YT10 X... - NnpoTaHyn CBUHI, CHOBa BIrNs4bliBasiCb B naaMs KocTpa. — Mbl Nnpmnbbinu nsganeka. nbdbl,
OEMOHbI, 3MEeN — [JOJrne CTONMETUS U JaXe TbICAYeneTus Mbl XWUAWM COBCEM MHaye, 4yem Tenepb. W
60/bLIMHCTBO HalIMX COpOAMYEN MO-NPEeXHEMY XUBYT, KaK paHbLUe.

-A Bbl XWUnu BCce BMecTe? — nepebun ero Bnag. — U 3men, n anbdbl, N 4EMOHbI?

-0, HeT! — Tuxo 3acMessica ToT. — A n BoobpasuTb cebe Takoro He mory! HeT, Moin Hapoa obuTaeT B
YepHbix [bipax, 3MesaM NMpUHaAIeXuT uenas 3se3gHas cuctema, a rae XuByT a/bdbl — HE 3Halo.

-A 4TO Bbl 3abblIM y Hac? — MpadyHo cnpocun Hasap, n Bnaa ncnbitan CMyTHOE YAOBNETBOPEHUE: BCe-
Takun NobonbITCTBO Tebe OTHIOAbL He YyXA0, APY>KOK!

JeMOoH B340XHY, U ero B340X NOXOAWN Ha LWenecT BOJH:

-MpUYNHBI pas3findHbl. Y anbdOB MOTUBbLI, KOHEYHO, 61aropoaHbl — AyXOBHOE pasBUTME M BCE TaKoe
npouee...

-CrtaTtb NTMUEN, @ MOTOM Ye/l0BEKOM, NO-BalleMy, AyYXOBHOe pa3Butme?! — paccepauncs Bnaa. Jlioboe
ynoMmnHaHue o6 anbdax, a yx 1eM 6onee 06 mx AK0bbl BbICOKMX MOpasbHbIX KayecTBax, BbIBOAWUIIO
ero n3 cebs.

[JeMoH noxan nneyamu:
-Mo-MoeMy, MOXET, U HET, HO 3/ib(bl MOEIro MHEHUS U He chpallnBann, NoHUMaellb au!

-Jlerko CcTosiTb Ha BeplUNHE, €C/X Tbl TaM POAWICS, - BHE3aMNHO 3aroBopuna AunaHa, ronoc ee 3py4ars
ryXxo, HO OT4YeTNnMBO. — TpyaHee B306paTbCa Ha 3Ty BeplwuHy. M Toraa crtosTb TaMm, 0603peBasi nNpo-
CTOpbl, Tbl 6yAellb C MNOJIHbIM MPAaBOM.

Bnaa nckoca B3rnsaHyn Ha KocTio. BolpaxeHue nuua gpyra 66110 oTpaXeHneM ero coO6CTBEHHbIX MbIC-
nen: HegoymeHue n gocaga. CKObKO MOXHO M3bSACHATLCA 3aragkamMmn?!

Ho CBUWHI, KaxeTcs, NpeKpacHO MOHS TalHbIA CMbICNT M3peyeHHOro adopmsma M pagoCTHO noaxBa-
TIn:

-BoT-BOT! Y 2nbdoB BCcerga 3ayMHble naen! O4yeHb BbICOKOHPABCTBEHHAas paca.
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-BblcOKOHpaBcTBEeHHaa?! — BCMbiXHYN Bnaj, ero ApocTtb MrHOBEHHO AOCTUMNa TOUYKW KUMEHUd n Te-
rnepb BblpbiBanacb SA0BUTbIMU 06XUrarowmMMm napamm. — Xopolla e y HUX HpaBCTBEHHOCTb!

OH owyuwan Ha cebe NpucTanbHbin B3rnaa AuvaHbl, U nogo6HOe BHMMaHMWE pacnansfo napHs euwe
cunbHee. XoTenocb 06epHyThCcs U 6pocuTb B 3TO 6e3ynpeyvHo-KpacMBOe paBHOAYLIHOE NNLO: <Y Tebs
cxoxasi ¢ anbdamn dunocodurs, TakMe Xe BbICOKME HPaBCTBEHHble maeasnbl! HacTonbKo BbICOKME,
4TO OTAEeNbHas IMYHOCTb NPEBPALLAETCS B HUYTO!»

-Hy, 5 He 6epyCcb CyauTb... - HEMHOIO pacTepsiBLUMCb OT HEOXUAAHHOM aTaku, NPOTSHYN AEMOH. — S
BeAb He anbd.

-A Bawu MOTMBbLI CTOJIb XXe 6naropoAHbl?! — MponyCcTMB €ro C/ioBa MUMO YLIEW, XOJ0AHO CNpoCun
Bnana.

Tapp Heao0BOJIbHO 3aBopyan:
-Tbl MpeabsBAsElWb HAM KakMe-TO KOHKpPEeTHble 06BMHEHUSA? Hy, Tak roBopu NpsiMo, He Busin!

Bnap Hacynunca v ncnoanobbs MOCMOTPEN Ha qeu.lyﬁanoro ncnonuHa. Pasmepbl ero Moryyero tena
HEMHOIo oxXnaawmau nbiJl OHOLWN.

-BaM nMYHO — HeT. Bbl TYT He Npu 4eM.

B KOHUe, KoHLOB, 3TO npasaa! Bo BceM BMHOBATa 2/b3a, M HACTYNUT AeHb, Koraa oH, Bnaa, en oT-
MaaTUT... NycKalh gaxe LueHo cCO6CTBEHHOM AyLUW.

-Kakoe obneryeHune! — g3sutenbHO nponen CBUHI. — S MOry npoAaosmkaTb? XOTS npoaoaxaTtb, cobcTt-
BEHHO, Heyero. Hackonbko A NMOHSAN U3 paccka3os Tappa, u3 Hapoaa 3MeeB cioja ycTpeMusacb Mo-
noaexb. OCTpble ouwlylleHne, CXBaTKW, HaBblK CPpaXX€HWN... Y Hac, AEMOHOB, MOTMBbI CXOXMWe: HOBble
BrneyatneHuns, 6ecueHHbI OnbIT, NONY4YUTb KOTOPbIM HE TaK-TO MPOCTO M MOC/AEe COTHU MUPHbIX TbICSA-
yeneTuii, NnpoBeaeHHbIX B YepHbiX Obipax! 2To 661710 3aMaHUmMBO...

-A Tenepb 4TO Xe? — yrptoMo obpoHun Bnag, nHyYB HOCKOM canora Kakon-TO KaMeHb.
CBUWHI HECKOJ/TbKO CEKYHA MOoN14an, pa3gyMbiBada Hag BOMPOCOM.

-Tenepb A ybeanncsa, 4to Bce 06CTOMT He COBCEM TaK, Kak mpeanonaranocb... PaHblwe g cymtan, 4to
MMel MopasibHOe MpaBO Ha CXBaTKy C 4e/loBEKOM. HO cenyac noHuMaro: Halwa no3mumsa cunbHee. Bbl
yepecyyp Xpynku. 3TO He YyecTHbIM 601, a nonpocTy ybuncreo.

-MonHocTeo cornaceH! - cHoea BcTynun B 6eceny Hasap. — Ha mMoux rnasax ogHa U3 3TUX BalIUX
K/bIKaCTbIX TBApPEN pa3opsasa Ha 4YacTu MOero 3HakoMoro!

LbiraH ropopua C TaKMM HanopoM M HEHABUCTbIO, YTO Ka3aJioCb, 6y,EI,TO OH KPpWUYHNT, XOTA Ha CaMOM
Aene roaoc ero He NoBbICUNCA HU Ha VIOTy.

Tapp n3anan HEBHATHOE pblYaHWE, Bblpa3unTE/IbHblIE YEPHbIE 1a3a Ha MUI CYy3UUCH. OH obHaxun
XenTtoBaTble KiblKKU, CKandcCcb TO /I B OTAa/1€HHOM rnoaobuu yan6KVI, TO 1M B rpuMace pasapa>xxeHua.

-MHe He HpaBuUTCS TBOE «KJIblKacTble TBapu»!

-A MHe He HpaBuTCs, Korga ybuBaloT Apys3eil Ha Moux rnasax! K ToMy e, TakuM BOT U3YyBEPCKUM
crnocobomM! - 3ananbyMBO BbIKPUKHYN Hasap, Tepsis camoobriagaHuve. Bnag HEBOJIbHO BOCXUTUIICS
6eccTpallnio MOMOAOro UblraHa — TOT CMOTPEST Ha MMMraHTCKOro sulepa C Bbl30BOM, 6€3 Manenlero
ucnyra.

Tapp siBHO cobuparncs 4To-TO OTBETUTb, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT B 6eceay BMewarsncs XyaH. OCTaHOBMBLLUCH
MeXAy CropLiMKaMn, OH NOAHAN PYKY, NPU3bIBas UX K MOMYAHUIO, U NTeAsiHbIM TOHOM MPOU3HEC:

-CeroaHsILWHMA BeYep NpoLles CoBepLIeHHO nonycTty. M BMHOBaTbl B 3TOM Tbl Tpoe, rocnoga! — u uep-
HbIA Mar KMBHYN Ha HOBOMPMUOLIBLLUNX FOCTEN.

-A 4 TyT npnyem?! — Bo3MmyTunca Hasap.

-Tbl 4yTb 6bJIO HM fgan Xog 3aTuxawLllen ccope. B nwwbom cnydae npowy Bnpeab 3aHMMaTb CBOM Be-
yepa MHbIMW pasBiedyeHnsaMu. LlepemoHuns KocTpa He ang Bac.

XXX

-O4yeHb XOTeNnocCb, MOXHO noAayMmaTb! — pasgpaxeHHO 3asaBun Bnag, NMUMHKOM 3axsonbiBas ABEpb B
CBOWO KOMHaTy. — LlepemoHuna KocTtpa He ansa Hac, suaute nu!
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OH MIIOXHYNCA B KPECSO M, 3aKMHYB HOMM Ha CTOJM, CEPAUTO YCTaBWJ/ICA B MOTOSOK. Boweawmin cne-
nom Koctsa ¢ ynbibko nocMoTpen Ha apyra.

-Tbl ckopo 6yaelb NOX0OX Ha 3TOoro Tappa, - 3aMeTW/T OH, YCTPaMBasiCb Ha CTyJie C BbICOKOW CMMHKOMN.
Bnag xMypo B3rnsiHyn Ha NpusaTens:
-JTO ewe novyemy?

-TOYHO TakK Xe pblunwb! — co cMewkoM nosicHun Koctsa. — A yx no3abbifa, Kak Tbl BbIFISAULWb, KOraa
y Tebs xopollee HacTpoeHue!

-A yeMy MHe pafoBaTbCs? — OrpbI3Hycs Bnaa, onyckas HOrm Ha non. CKMHYB «CIOPTYK», OH OCTasiCcs
B TOHKOM COPOYKE N YEPHOM XUNeTe, YKPALLEHHOM MU3bICKaHHOWM BbILMBKOMN.

-Ha Hac obuaenca Hasap, - npoaonxun Kocts. — Mbl Aaxe He CNpOCU/IN €ro o0 pykKe.

-XyaH noobewasn, 4yto BCce byaeTt xopowo, - 6e3 Manenwmx yrpbi3eHuii COBeCTU HanoMHun Bnag. -
Ceryac He 00 BEXMBOCTU. Mbl € TO60M OUYTUINCL B KaKOM-TO CyMacClUeAlleM AOMe, CyMacCluelleM
MUpE N CaMM TOXe HaBEepHsKa cowwn ¢ ymal

KocTs B3AOXHYN, MONYaIMBO COrallaschb.
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I'maBa 19. Ilepegnsnukxa

OHN NOTAHYNUCb OAMH 3@ APYrMM, MOXoxue, Kak 6nmsHeubl. PaHHMI noabeMm, Nerkuin 3aBTpak, He-
6onblIoN oTAbIX... [lafniee HEeCKONIbKO YacoB MOCBSLWANNCE YNOPHbIM TPEHMPOBKAM MoA PyKOBOACTBOM
XyaHa, 3aTteM cnegoBan MoTHbIM 0b6en, cnecta (A4N14 XKenawwmx), NnepepbiB, YXXUH U HyaHas Beyep-
HSS CKyKa.

Moroaa nmopTuiacb, 3a4aCcTUiM XOJIOAHbIE A0XAM, AEPEBbs CMEWHO TEPSNN MOXENTEBLUY JICTBY...
PasrnsabiBas No yTpaM B OKHO YHbIbI Nel3ax, Bnaa ¢ Tockol gyMan o0 TOM, YTO OTHbIHE €ro XW3Hb
Bcerga 6yaeT Takol. Bce NpuBbIUHbIE pas3B/ieYEHUS OCTasIUCb B MPOLUJIOM: KOMIMbIOTEP, TENEBM3OP,
nneep...

XXeHwmH noMmmo naHbl B OKPECTHOCTSAX He 6bi10, NPOryskM no O4HOM U TOW Xe MEeCTHOCTU 6bICTpOo
Hagoenu... OTcyTCcTBOBanKU Aaxe NtobuMble KOKa-Kona v nmeo... BepHee, HaNMTOK, aHaNOrMYHbIN Nn-
BY, UMENCS, XOTb U 3Ba/ICA «XMeJIbHbIM 3/1eM>», 0AHAKO XyaH KpalHe peAKo yrouian UM CBOUX rOCTEN.

KHurn Bnaga HMKorga He yBriekanu, HO OT 6e34enbs Kak-TO BEYEpPOM OH B3si/1 Hayraj napy TOMOB B
MoXenTeBwmnx nepennetax. HWYero nyTHOro He BbILWIO - CTPaHULbl BbISIM NCMMCaHbl HE3HAKOMOW 3a-
TENNNBON BA3bIO.

-Ja, uyntaTb Ha 3TOM s3blKe Bbl HE MOXETE, - He CTa/a CnopuUTb XyaH, K KoTopoMmy Bnag obpaTtuica 3a
MOMOLLbIO. — DTO MO POAHOMN A3bIK, S U CaM FOBOPK Ha HeM. NMoHMMaTb Nobylo peub — 04HO, YNTaTb
- CoBCeM Apyroe. Bnpouyem, mory nonpocutb [naHy obyunTb Bac — caMm s NJOXOW negaror B OTHOLe-
HUW rPpaMMaTUKW.

-Kak-Hnbyab NoToM, - YKJIOHYMBO OTBEeTUA Bnapg. 3Toro emy euwe He xBaTano! 3aHOBO y4uTbCS 4u-
TaTb U NMUcaTb, Aa U Y KOro — y BeAbMbl JunaHbl!

KocTs cky4yan He MeHblle Apyra, M BedepaMu Ha Hero BCe yalle HakaTblBano pasapaxeHue. OH 3a-
KpbIBasCcs B CBOENM KOMHAaTe, a OCTaBLIMNCS B oAMHOoYecTBe Bnaa 6poana no TEMHOMY Mep3/ioMy nap-
Ky, MMHanN onasLWyo JIMCTBY U pasMmbiwigan... MHoraa sctpedan Tappa v CBMHIa M NpuUcoeanHANCS K
nx becepne.

Hazap ke, B OT/InuMe OT NpusiTeNnen, noayyan oT XM3HM YA0BOSIbCTBME U HE CKpbIBas 3TOrO.
-ThbI-TO MOXeLb BEPHYTbCH, - YrPIOMO HanoMHwuna eMy Bnaga.

nasa ublraHa 61eCcHyY/N NyKaBblM 030PCTBOM:

-Ewe yero! Mo pogHo Mup 6bin1 HE OYeHb-TO A06p KO MHe. 34eChb KyAa ydlle.

-HecnpaBeanmeo, - MpaydHo 3akaounn Bnag. — Tel HE Xo4ellb BO3BpaLLlaTbCs, XOTA U MOXelWb. S XO-
4y BEPHYTbCS, HO HE MOrYy.

XXX

-Buepa BeuepoM Lien A0oXAb, @ CEFOAHS C yTpa JIy>KM NOKPbIMCb KOPKOW fibaa, - 3amMetun KocTsa Kak-
TO 33 3aBTpakKoM.

C MoOMeHTa ux nosiBneHus y XyaHa MUHyNo TpuauaTb NsSTb AHEW. Bnag, Tarotsack M3bbiTKOM gocyra,
COCTaBMN KajneHdapb M Ternepb NOCTOSAHHO OTMedas TeKkywytl aaTy. KoHeyHo, 4yMcio n Mecsy OH on-
peaenun odyeHb NpuUBNU3UTENbHO, OAHAKO Moc/se AONrMX TPYyAOB BCe-Taku CrpaBWCS C 3ToW 3ada-
yen.

-Celyac KoHel, HoAbpS, - C YMHbIM BUAOM 3asBuA Braa, HamMasbiBas MawTeTOM TOJCTbIA JIOMOTb XJie-
6a. bnarogapsi akTUBHbIM TPEHUPOBKAM, YCUIIEHHOMY MUTaHUIO, BOCbMMYACOBOMY CHY U 06unuio cee-
)Kero BO3AyXa lHOLWa 3a MUHYBLUWI Mecsil, CyMesl BEPHYTb MOTEPSHHbIA BeC U 6osiblle He MOXOAMWI
Ha ckenet. Mepectanu BbiCTynaTbh pebpa M KAOUMULbI, BLIPOBHANCA LBeET nuua (XOoTa TOHKas nosoca
WpaMa HUKy[a He Aenacb) W faxe BOJIOChbl Kak 6yaTo npuobpenn AOMOMHUTENbHOE CUSHME U CTanwn
He NMPOCTO PYCbIMW, @ MeAOBO-MWEHNYHbIMU. MapeHb Hayuunca 6puTbca 6e3 noTepb A1 BHELWHOCTH,
a HeMpuBbIYHYIO OAEXAY HOCWUN KaK NobuMble cBUTEpa M AXUHCbl. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ero HeEMHOro
pasgpaxano — 3TO npuyecka, Nyckal OH W NMpu3HaBas, YTo AJIMHHAs CTpuXKKa eMy maet. Ho fo yero
e Heyfo6HO XoAUTb C NOA0BHbIMU «KOCaMum»!

Mckoca nocmoTpeB Ha KocTio ¢ HasapoMm, Bnaa oTMETMAN, YTO M ero Apy3bsi ceiyac BbIMNsSAsT Kyaa
nydwe. [la, UMEHHO Apy3bsi — 3a UCTeKLWKe CKy4yHellme Yyacbl Hasap nepectan ero 31uTb, Aa M caM
LblraH HEMHOIO OTTas/I.
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-N oxoTa Tebe cuuTaTb AHU Aa Heaenu? — XMblKHYyn Hasap, HaBanuBasi Ha Tapenky MU3psAHYH A0S0
TYLLEHbIX rpu60B.

Bnag noxan nneyamm, N€HUBO KOBbLIPASICb B CBOEW MOPLUM XAPEHOW KapTOLUKW:
-He 3Hato... Tak MHe nerye.

-Ckaxwu, Bnaga... - BHe3anHo BMewanacb uaHa, 1 napeHb yaMBIeHHO 0bepHynca K Hel. Obpallanack
K HEMY OHa He4yacTo. — MOMHULLb, Tbl KaK-TO pacckasas MHE O AeBYLUKE Mo MMeHu Muwenb u... Xo-
3ede?

NMs cTpaxka 6blsias Xpuua NpousHecsna C/I0BHO Yepes cuiy, a XyaH BAPYr OT/IOXWUI BUIKY U BHUMa-
TeNbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha BO3/OGEHHYIO.

Bnag HepoyMeHHO nepernsHyncs ¢ Kocrel n 0OCTOpOXHO OTBETUII:
-Hy... Aa, 9 Bam pacckasasn. A uto?

-OHun Tebe NnoMornm, He Tak n? — NoMeanme, Npoao/kuna Auaxa.
Bnag HaxMypuncs, naydas nmuo XeHwmHbl. K yemy oHa KIOHUT?

AnaHa 6bina, Kak 1 Bceraa, 6e3yKopusHeHHa: LeKOBble KallTaHOBble BOSIOCh! Y/IOXKEHbI B BbICOKYHO
npuyecky, n 6e3 Toro BbipasuTesibHble F1a3a YyTb MNOABEAEHbI, U3rnMbbl POCKOLIHOMO Tena noayepku-
BaET 3e/leHoe AOoMallHee nnaThe, B ylaX NoKaynsatTcs U3yMpyAHble NOABECKM...

Bnpouem, Bnaa ycnen npuBbIKHYTb K €€ ipKOI NMpenectn n Bce Jaue obpa3 yToHUYeHHon Tancum Ka-
3a/ca eMy coBeplueHHee 6poCcKo KpacoTbl [uaHbl.

«YTO XXe OHa XOUEeT BbIMbITAaTb?» - C yCTa/oCTbio U 6eccunmem nogyman Bnaa, nbiTascb pasraaaTth
BblpaXXeHMe SHTapHO-Kapux rnas noapyru XyaHa.

-Yero monumwb? — notoponuia oHa. — Begb oHM noMornm sam?
-XXo3ed nomor, - yrptomo oto3Basncs Bnaga.

[dnaHa nogHsana y3skue yepHble 6poBu:

-Ho, no TBouM cnoBam, Muwenb 6bina AEBYLUKONW HEMTOXOMN.
-CornaceH, 1 4To Xe? — Ha4van TepsaTb TepneHune Bnag.

-A TO, 4UTO Bbl Tpoe 6pocmnu apyser Ha npousBon cyabbbl! — MOBLICMB rOSIOC, XOJIOAHO MOSICHMNA
OvaHa.

Hazap ToTuac 3anpoTecToBan:
-MHe oHu BoBCe He Apy3bsa! OcobeHHo Xosed!
ﬂmaHa METHYJ1la Ha HEro CToJ1b FIpOCTHbIVI B3rn4an4, 4to ubiraH, CtyweBaBLlWWUCb, YMOJIK.

-Ho uTo MbI MOXeM nogenaTtb! — pacTepsiHHO BOCKNMKHYN KocTsa. — Muwenb cenyac HEN3BECTHO rae,
a XXosed HaBepHska mepTB!

Bnaa noxonogen. Ecnu Xosed aenctBuTenbHo normb, BUHA 3a €ro CMEpTb NIEXMUT B NEpPBYI0 ouyepelb
Ha Hux c KocTeil. U ecnu Tak, HMKOr4a, 4O CaMOW CMepTu, He U3baBUTbCSA eMy OT MyK CoBecCTM!

-OH XWB, - BHE3anNHO BO3pa3ua XyaH. — Y6UTb ero CrioxHo.

-)Xo3ed yTBepxaan obpatHoe! — M3 ynpaMcTBa He cornacunca Bnaa, noHeBone vcnbiTaB obnerye-
HMe. — HeKTo no npo3Bully X03MH MOXET Yy6UTb ero Aaxe Ha pacCTOSHUM.

EMy nouyaunocb unn XyaH nobnenHen npu ynoMmHaHum XossinmHa?

-Bce He Tak NpoOCTO... - NPOTSAHY/T YEPHbIN Mar, rsas B KaKyl-TO TOUYKY Ha CTOME M TakK CXKuMMas CTo-
NOBbIN HOX, 4TO nob6enenn KOCTALKU nanbueB. — TYT MHOro CywectBeHHbIX MOMEHTOB... I'Ionararo,
XKosed Bce-Taku XuB.

-A Bbl ero oTkyaa 3HaeTte? — Hasap c nogo3peHMeEM CMOTPes Ha XyaHa. ToT noMosvarsn, cobupasich C
MbICNAMU:

-Kakas pasHuua — otkyaa? M, kctatm, 9 npocmn Bac 06palaTtbCsd KO MHE Ha «Tbi».
-Y Hac AoBONbHO 6onbllas pa3HMUa B BO3pacTe, - eXMAHO YCMexHynca Bnaa. — Ho 9 He npoTuB.

-MIHbIMK crioBaMu, MOMOYb APY3bsAM Bbl OTKa3blBaeTECh? — Mpepsana ero AuaHa.
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Bnapg Hacynuncs.
-HO Mbl He 3HaeM, rae oHu! — NOBTOPW OH OnpasAaHusa apyra.

-A ecnn 9 BbISAICHIO? — HAaCMELIMBO A0MNbITbIBasach XeHLWmnHa. — YTo Toraa npugymaerte? Kakyw npu-
UMHY COYNHUTE?

-Hnyero mMbl COUMHATL He cTaHeM! — B3opBasics Bnaa v BCKOYMA Ha HOMM, CBEPXY BHU3 C HEHABUCTbIO
rnaas Ha uaHy. — BbiacHSNTe — Torga n noroBoOpuM.

-Bnag, YCHOKOﬁCH, - NIPUMUPUTENBHO Hadan XyaH, 04HAaKO rnapeHb ero He gocnyLiarn.

-Kak Tbl € Hel cnuwb, a XyaH?! U kak BoobLle Haxoauwb obwmii a3bik?! 4 661 Ha TBOEM MecTe AaBHO
ee 3aaywmn!

KocTs nonepxHynca sa6n1o4HbIM nuporoM, Hasap pacnneckan cok, a [lnaHa nnwb HEBO3MYTUMO YIbl6-
Hynacb. Hy n Begbma!

Y XyaHa n1uo C/IOBHO OKaAMEHEeN0, MU OH C TPY/ZOM BbIFrOBOPWJI, YEKaHs Kaxaoe C/10BO:
-§1 nonpoly BnpeAb HE KacaTbCA MO NIMYHON XN3HWU. MHaue HaM NpuaeTcs NpoCTUThCS.

Bnaa co 3710CTbl0 MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, eMy XOTeNloCb HarpybuTb B OTBET, CKa3aTb YTO-HUOYAb Aep3-
KOe, 3@ rpaHbio A03BOJIEHHOrO...

Ero onepeauna QuaHa. MArko KOCHYBLUMCb NaZoHWM Nt06MMOro, oHa CNOKOWMHO Nporosopuna:

-[loporoii, Bnag yepecuyp 1OH U O4YeHb ropsiy, camonobmus 1 ob6uaumne. OnacHoe coveTaHue, TONbKO U
BCEro.

- Bce-Takun s nonpocun 6bl ero AepxaTtb ceba B pykax, - NpoxjiaAHo Bo3pa3ua XyaH.

-U3BMHUTE, - BblAaBUA U3 cebs BUHOBHMK CCOpbl, 6pocuB Ha [uaHy ucnenensowmii B3rnaa. Yepec-
yyp 1OH 1 ropsd, Buante nu!

[OnaHa ogapwuna ero oyepenHon ny4yesapHon ynblbkoi, oT KoTopol Bnaga Bcero nepekocumno:
-MHe HpaBuTCs Apa3HUTb ero, XyaH! He nuwain MeHs Takoro yaoBOSIbCTBUS.
KocTs, He caepXaBLUNCb, n3aeBaTesibCKM XMbIKHYJ1, @ Briag ToponamMBo NOKMHYN CTONOBYHO.
HeT, 3Ta XeHwWwMKnHa onpenesieHHo HeBbIHOCMMA!

XXX

MNocteneHHo n Bnaa, n KocTs BTAHYNUCb B MOHOTOHHYI 4Yepeny AHel. [pUBbIKAM K paHHMM noAdbe-
MaM U YTOMUTENIbHbIM TPEHMPOBKAM, Hay4Yu/IMCb CKpallMBaTb Beyepa MNporysikamMu no rnapky M HeTo-
ponnuebiMK 6ecepgamu. CaMbIMMU CKYUYHbIMW OCTaBalUCb Tenepb nocneobefeHHbIe Yachl, 3aHATb KOTO-
pble 6b1/10 pelnTeNIbHO HEeYEM.

B cepeanHe aekabps (no kaneHgapt Bnaga) nowen MenKunm CHEXOK, M 3TO, Kazanocb 6bl, 3aypaa-
Hoe cobbiTve NpuBeno Apy3en B BOCTOPT.

-ELle HEMHOIO — M MOXHO B CHEXKW urpaTb! — MeuTaTenbHO Bockauuan Kocts, rnsas B OKHO Ha Cblin-
nouytocs ¢ Hebec xonoaHy 6enyto Nbib.

-MocnegHun pas urpana B CHEXKW Knacce B CeAbMOM, - C YCMELIKON npusHanca Bnaa. — Ho cenvac
roTOB AaXe CHEroBMKOB NenuTb!

KocTsa oTBe4yan pagoCTHbIM, MNOYTU JIMKYOLWMM CMEXoM. YTo X, CO CKYKOM, 6bITb MOXeT, CKopo byaeT
NMOKOHYEHO!

O6paTHOM CcTOpOHOM rpsayllen 3abaBbl cTan xonoa. batapein B 0COOHAKE, KOHEUHO, HE CyLlecTBOBa-
J10, 1 NMPOCTOPHblE MOMELLEHUS OTanJIMBaNMCb KaMMHaMu. HO B XWUbIX KOMHaTax OTCYTCTBOBaAW Aa-
»Xe KaMuHbl, 1 Bnaa npucnocobuncsa noscioay 6poanTtb B 0O6HMMKY C Fpefnikon.

XyaH TOIbKO NoCMeunBascs.
-TbI-TO NpuBbIKWNIA! - 0BUXKEHHO Orpbi3ascs NnapeHb. — A MHe XO/104HO.

-[leno He B NpuBbIYKE, - CHUCXOAUTENbLHO POHAN B OTBET KOAAYH. — [1pOCTO 4 yMel HakanamMeaTtb U
npaBuUIbHO paCnpeaensdaTb SHEPTrUio.
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Bnaa npeanouyntan He BAaBaTbCsA B NMoApPO6HOCTM, XOTS MOPOWM Yy HEro coszaBasiocb BreyaTt/ieHue,
6yaTo XyaH He NMpoTMB 06YUYUTb UX KaKMM-HUOYAb KONAOBCKMM NpuemMaM. Ho toHola He cuuTan cebs
rOTOBbIM K TaKOro poAa UCMbITaHUSIM — XBaTUT ANl Ha4ana U TPEHUPOBOK!

BnpoueM, TPEHMPOBKM MPUHOCUIIN HEKOTOPOE YAOBJETBOPEHME. Bnag ¢ MCKPEHHUM yA0BOSIbCTBUEM
pa3rnsabiBan OKpeniwine Mblllilbl, MyCKal 1 Aanekue OT pe3ysbTaTa, KOTopbii aAan 6bl 60a4MOUNANHT.
K ToMy e, U3psiAHO pa3BUIMCL JIOBKOCTb U MMBKOCTb, ObICTpPOTa peakuum, BbIHOC/IMBOCTb... A Kak Xo-
pOLLO OH YyXe ynpaBnsietcs ¢ medyoMm! M noBonbHO MeTko cTpenseT! Hy, kTo 6bl MOr noaymaTb, UTO B
Hadane 21 Beka eMy MOHaAo0bUTCA YMeHMe BraAeTb XONoAHbIM opyxuem? lNpaBaa, HEM3BECTHO, Ka-
KOW 34eCb Ha CaMOM [efie BEK...
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Cnmapa 20. HomroroBka

O Muwenb n XXosede [naHa B cneayrowmii pas 3arosopusia Tonbko 6amxe K KoHUy deBpans.

3MMa oKasaniacb MOPO3HOM M CHEXHOWN, N 3a 6ECKOHEYHO TAHYLIMECs Heaenu Bnaa nocreneHHo npu-
BbIK K xoniody. LLanok 3aecb He HOCWAWM, @ BMECTO TEMJIOro MyxOoBWMKa MPUXOAMNIOCH KyTaTbCs B
ANNMHHBINA NNall, noaxoAslnii, ckopee, Ana No3aHel oceHn. tOHOLWA C rpyCcTbio BCMOMUHAM MaTepUH-
CKYIO MOJbBY «HE MpOCTbITb, OAETHCS MOCYLIECTBEHHEE». VI MOYEMY OH HW pasy He nocnywanca?!

B aToT AeHb ABaguaToro deBpans Bnaa u3HauyanbHO MPOCHYNCA B AYPHOM pacrosioXeHun ayxa,
C/TOBHO 3apaHee npeayqyBCTBYS HEMpPUSATHOCTU. 3aBTpakaTb cen abconoTHO 6e3 anneTtuTa, yYTo Chny-
YyasioCcb KpaiHe peako, W MbiTafCs HM Ha KOro He CMOTpeTb. M MeHblue BCero eMy xoTesiocb BCTpe-
4yaTbCs C HAaCMeLIMBbIM B3rnaAoM AunaHbl. TeM He MeHee, NpULLNOCh...

-Ckaxu-ka, Bnaa, NnoMHULb OAWH Haw pa3roBop? [oCTaTOYHO AABHUIA? — MOMHTEPECOBANACh XEHU-
Ha, Hapyllas XMypoe MofiYaHue.

MNapeHb rPOMKO (bIPKHY/T MU HEOXOTHO 06epHyncs kK Hel. [uaHa HeToponsmBo obpbiBana KpyrnHble
3eneHoBaTo-Mpo3payHblie NN0oAbl C KpAaCMBOW KUCTM BUHOrpaga, paccMaTpuBas Kaxayt Srogky C oco-
6eHHbIM TwaHmeM. M oTkyaa XyaH 6epeT cTonb pa3HoobpasHbie npoaykTbl?! KongyH — OH M ecTb
KONAYH.

-PaszroBop? [a ewe v gaBHUN? — 93BUTENbHO YTOYHUN Bnag, 3actaBnsas cebs BEepHYTbCS K 3aaHHO-
MYy BOMpocy. — HeT, He NoMHto.

-A 5, KaXeTCs, NOMHI0... - TPEBOXHO npobopmoTtan Kocta. Bnaa yaMBAeHHO MOKOCUMACA Ha Hero. lMpu-
ATeNb BbIMS4en no-HacrosiweMy 06eCnoKOeHHbIM.

-Oymato, Tbl yragan, - A40BOJIbHO ynbibHynacb AuaHa. — [leno B TOM, YTO s 3Halo, rae cemnyac Muwens
n XXosed.

XKenynok Brnaga cnoBHO yXHYS Kyaa-To BHM3. KOHOWa C TpyAOM CrOTHY U OTOABUHYN Tapenky. Hy
n Hy! Kak oH Mor 3abbiTe?! W yTo Tenepb genatb?!

-W roe oHn? — kak Mor HebpexHo ocseaoMuncsa Bnaa, owyuias Ha cebe B3rnaabl BCeEX MPUCYTCTBYHO-
WMX: M 3a4yMUMBbIA XyaHa, U ucnyraHHbln Koctn, n nobonbiTcTBYOWMIA Haszapa M, KOHEYHO, Upo-
HUYHbIN OuaHbl. M noyeMy OoHM BCe Ha Hero yctasuancb?! OH 4TOo, M1aBHbIM CTpaTer 1 cnacatenb?!

-B noasemMenibe XOpOLIO M3BECTHOrO BaM 3aMKa, - BKpaA4MBO MosicHuna [AuaHa. — Bbl TOXe B HEM
NMpOBESIN HEKOTOPOE BpPeEMS.

-A Muwenb novyemy Tam? — UCKpPeHHe yamsunca Bnag.
[dvaHa noxxana ninedyamu:
-KaxeTcs, el NpuWancb He no Hpaey HOBble 0693aHHOCTW.

-Ewe 661! - BblpBanocb y Koctu, n Tenepb Bce 06epHynucb K HeMy. lMapeHb nokpacHen U HenoBKO
3aKOH4YM: - TO €CTb... NPOdEeCcCUs y Hee He OYeHb...

Hasap v3gan exuaHbl CMELWOoK, 1 Ha ero KpacMBoOM CMYI/10M fuue OTpaswuniach uenasi ramma 4YyBCTB:
OT HaCMeLWnBOW n3aeBkn Ao 6pe3rnmBocTy.

Bnaa, nonb3yscb KOPOTKOW NepeabiKon, IMXOPaA04YHO pa3MbIlWNsA/, Kak AOCTOMHO BbINTU U3 CO3-
AaBLUerocst nosoxeHus. No-sMamMMomy, CyLLeCcTBYET NMLb OAMH Crocob: Ha caMOM Aefie MonbITaTbhCs
BbI3BOAUTb Muwenb n Xoseda... Ho kKakuM 06pa3oM 370 OCyLLEeCTBUTL?!

HabpaBs B nerkue nofosnblue Bo3ayxXa, OH FPOMKO CKa3an:

-5l roToB NOMOYb MM. XOTSl MOKa He Mory npuayMaTb, Kak MMeEHHO.

-5l MOory noackasaTb, - HEOXMAAHHO BMelwasncsa XyaH, NpucTtanbHO rnsas Ha Bnaaa.
XXX

-Tbl cowen ¢ yma! — apoctHo wunen Kocta Ha yxo apyry. Ero rnasa ncnyraHHo paclwunpuincb, CTas
euwe 6onee KpyriabiMn, 4em 06bIYHO, Ha N6y BbICTyNMNa UCNAapUHa, KOPOTKas 4eska CMEeLWHO B3J/10X-
MaTuiack... lapeHb nepeBen AbiXaHWE W 3aroBOpPW C HOBbIM HaMopoM: - Tbl TONLKO noaymamn!
CKObKUX TPYAOB CTOWSI0 BbIpBATbCH Ha BOJIKO - M CHOBA B 3TO JIOFOBO /1€3Tb?!

-A 4TO NpuKaxewb Aenatb?! — cepauToO OrpbI3HYNACa Bnag, OTCTpaHAACh OT NpusaTens. — BbiCTaBUTb
cebsa nocnegHuUM Tpycom?!
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-Jly4ywe 6bITb TpycoM, yem mepTBeloM! — napmposan Kocrs.

Y>ke OaBHO CryCTUIMCb CYMEpKW, MPUHECLUME HE TOJIbKO Y6aloKMBAIOLLY0 TEMHOTY, HO U MOPO3HYIO
npoxnaay. Kocts 3a6K0 exuncs, Ho Bnaa na MCTUTENbHOCTM HE CMEeLWns 3aKpbiTb pacnaxHyToe OKHO
CBOEI KOMHaTbl, XOTS U CaM U3PSAHO MPOAPOr OT XOJIOAHbIX MOPbIBOB 3MMHEr0 BETPa.

«CTekna 3ecb peakocCTb, - C yNbIOKOM cka3an oaHaxabl XyaH. — LleHuTe!»

«B MoeM Mupe 6blIn He TONbKO CTeKa, HO U LieHTpasibHOe oToMnNeHue», - oTo3Bascs Bnaga.
KonayH nuilb yCMEXHYJCS:

«DTO e CKYYHO, Tbl HE HaxoAMLLb?»

«0, pa! A Tenepb MHe Tak Beceno, 4Yto oT 6e3aenbsa s nHorga NoBeCcuTbCs Xouy!» - 3106HO PbIPKHYI
B oTBeT Bnag.

BnpoueM, nocneaHni AeHb K YNCTY CKYYHbIX OTHECTM Obl10 HMKAK Henb3sl. XyaH OTMEHWS1 TPEHUPOB-
Ky, Ha oben HacKoOpo CxXeBasim Heckobko 6yTepbpoaoB, U CIKOHOMIEHHbIE TakKMM 06pa3oM Yackl Mo-
TpaTuaM Ha pa3paboTky niaHa no ocsBoboxaeHuto Muwenb n Xoseda. B coBewaHnmn yyactsoBaim
natepo: Bnag ¢ Kocrtel, cam 4yepHbin mar u CBUHI ¢ TappoM.

O6bI4HO AeMOH 1 3Melr 60NblIYI0 YacTb BPEMEHUM NMPOBOAMAM BABOEM B napke unu sBoobuie 3a npege-
namu «tepputopum XyaHa». Yem OHM nuTarTCca v Koraa, Bnaa He 3Han u npeanoynTan He 3a4yMbl-
BaTbCHA. [MOTpaTMB HEMano MUHYT Ha O6LEeHWe C MHOMSIAHETHbIMU FOCTSAMM, OH MOYTU MOAPYXMUICS C
HMMW, @ 3HaHME OCOBEHHOCTEN MEHI APaKOHOB MOrno 6bl MOWAaTHYTb 3Ty XPYMKY, TOMbKO-TONbKO
3apoxjatoLyocs, cMMnaTuio...

Mo npuYnHe rpoMo3AKOCTU CBOero Tena Tapp 6bi1 AMWEH BO3MOXHOCTM MonacTb B AOM, MO3TOMY
pa3roBop MpoxoAawsn B mapke. YCTpounucb Ha 6enon MpaMOpHOW CKaMbe, HanpoOTUB OKOH OCOGHSsIKa,
npuyeM aam Npeanoysv CMAETb, @ YellynyaTblil MOHCTP PacnofioXMACS Ha NpoMep3LUen 3emse.

FOBOPW/ NPENMYLLECTBEHHO XyaH, U TOH €ro OCTasiCsl CMOKOMHbIM, JlaXe CyX0BaTbiM. DMOLUUU Bblaa-
BaJ1 TONIbKO B34/ YepHble rnasa Nbisiasan CTpacTbio U TPEBOTON.

Bnaay 4yannocb, YTO KOJAYH CMOTPUT Ha HEro C BOCXMULIEHWEM U B TO Xe BpeMsa ocyxaatouie. Ho ec-
71N OH MPOTUB 3TOW 3aTeu, 3a4eM nomMoraeTt? MNoyemy He OTroBOPU/T CBOK HECHOCHYH BO3/THO6NEHHY0?
BbITb MOXET, M OH He B Cuiax CoBflaZaTb C €e HEeYEeMHbIM HPaBOM?

-Hy, Kak, cornacHbl? — 3aBepLlInB CBOIO peyb, 0OCBEAOMUNCA XyaH, BrnsabiBasdcb B Tappa.
MOHCTpP OCKanui XEeMUYXHbI€ KJIbIKWU:

-CornaceH, XyaH. Ho npu ogHOM yCnoBuu.

-KakoMm >xe? — pe3ko cnpocusi Mar. B3rnaa yenoseka nepecekcs Co B3rig40M 3Meq.

-Thbl YHNUTOXMULb 3TOro HeroasAsa! - BblaoxXHyn Tapp.

-X035MHa? — NaKOHUYHO YTOYHWU KOSAYH.

[JpakoH KMBHYJ1 CBOEI MOryyen ronoBon.

BoipaxeHne numua XyaHa HeynoBMMO U3MEHWOoCb. Ecnn paHbwe oHO 6bl10  X0noaHOBaTo-
OTCTPaHEeHHbIM, TO TeNepb YepTbl OTpaXkaan BHYTPEHHE HamnpsXeHue un, noxanyn, crpax. Bnag yams-
JIeHHO nokocusca Ha KocTio, Apyr BbirngaAen CTo/b Xe 03afavYeHHbIM.

XyaH Mos4an OKOMI0 MWUHYTbI, U UCMYF B €ro rfasax CMeHWCA pPelmnMoCcTbio. BbinpsaMmBlinch (XoTs
ocCaHka Mara u 6e3 Toro 6bina 6e3ynpeyHoit), OH TBepAO NPOM3HEC:

-Xopouo.
Bonble K 3ToM TeMe He BO3BpaLlainCh.
N BoT Tenepb KocTsa cepamto cMOoTpen Ha bbiBLLUEro COKYpCHMKA.

-Mocnywain, Xxo4yelb — OTKaX>XUCb OT Y4aCTUa B 3TOM MeponpusaTuu! — He BblaepiKas, BCObMA Bnaa. -
Nav kK XyaHy M CKaXn eMy BCe, 4YTO AyMaeLlb!

-4YTO Tenepb-TO roBOpuUTL? — NpoBopyasn KocTd, HO CnopuUTb nepecTan.
XXX

Hen 6b1n10 CTONbKO, UYTO BPEMEHW Ha TPEBOry MOYTU HE OCTaBasiOCb. TONBbKO HOUbLIO, YXE Nexa B Kpo-
BaTW, Bnag Tepan KOHTpOSb Ha4 CBOMMMU YyBCTBaMU, U cnenomn CTpaX, npwn ceBeTe AHA rnoaaBnsieMbli
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TAXECTbo 3a60T, MPOpPbIBA/ICA CKBO3b XPYMKYI CKOp/ynKy camoobnagaHus. MNepen MbICNIEHHbIM B30-
poM BcTaBas 06pa3 HMKONS: CTpa)k CKanuscs B 0BOJIbHOM yNbl6Ke, 3e/eHble rasa CBeTUIMCh Nnpef-
BKYLUEHMEM XXEeCTOKOW 3ab6aBbl, @ Ha LWeKe OTYET/IMBO BbIAENANCA KOCOM wWwpaM. «YTo, ApYXKOK? - CO
CMELLIKOM FOBOPW/ nanad, nourpbiBasi cBoei nnetkoi. — Monaran, cbexuwb? HanpacHo!»

HakaHyHe «akuum» HWKONS NpuBUAENCS €My B HOYHOM KolIMape. Bnaa cHoBa okasancs B 3aMKe,
CHOBa nbiTancs 6exaTtb... OH Muyancsa, He pasbupas goporu, a Hukons, nerko ynbi6asicb, HECMELIHO
lwaran cneioMm — 1 He otcTtaBan! HakoHel, okoHYaTeNbHO BbIBUBLLUCL U3 CUJ1, Bnaa pyxHyn Ha Kame-
HUCTYIO paBHUHY. M304pan B KpoBb N1afloHM, HO, HE 06paTUB Ha 3TO HUKAKOro BHUMAHUSA, MOPbIBUCTO
o6epHyncsa. CTpax OCTAHOBWJICS HanpoTWMB, C WUPOHWEN TNsSiHY/l CBEpPXY BHM3, HOCKOM canora noa-
TONIKHY/T KaKol-TO KaMeHb...

«Tbl 6exunwb oT cebs camoro! — cnaako npousHec Hukonsa. - Yéeanco cam!»

Bnaa c y>xacoM CKJIOHW/ICS Hag 03epoM (0TKyAa OHO BAPYr B38/70Cb?), M B BOAHOWM rnaan oTpasmioch
He ero SMuo, a KpuBas ycMellka Hukons.

B aTOT Mur Bnaz npocHyncs, TSHXXKENO U XPUMJIO Abla, N HECKONIbKO MFHOBEHWI He peluancs OTKPbITb
rnasa. Ecnu 6bl He HeEO6XOAMMOCTb 3aXuUraTb CBEYY, He nosieHuncsa 6bl MOAOWTU K 3epKasly U yaoCTo-
BEPUTbLCH: €ro BHELIHOCTb OCTaslaCb MPEXHEN, a C MEeP3KUM CTPaXeM POAHUT NUllb TOHKMUIA KOCOW
Wwpam...

XXX

«AKUMS» MNnaHUpoBasiaCb Ha Bevyep, U NpPeacTosano Kak-Hubyab A0XWUTb A0 3TOro yaca. OxumpgaHue
XyXxe nboro pucka, oHO cnocobHO CBEeCTU C yMa — 0CO6EeHHO CTONb HETEPNENNBOro M SHEPrUYHOro
yesioBeka, Kak Bnaa.

3a 3aBTpakoM Apy3bs npebbiBann B pacCessHHOM 3aAyMumBoCTM. KOCTS npakTUyYecku He goTparvsan-
Cs A0 MWK, 3aTo ero Apyr en Basoe 6onblue 06bIYHOr0 — NEpeXMBaHUS BCEraa pasXuranu B HEM
anneTuT.

-He nogasucb, Bnaa, - ¢ ycMewkon nocoBeToBana [uaHa, m3sawHO obmakmBasa 6ynouky B cbutble
CITNBKMW.

MNapeHb C HEMPUA3HbIO B3MMSAHY/ Ha XEHWWHY. DTO BCe u3-3a Hee!l Muwenb n Xoseda, KOHEYHO,
»Xanb, HO pa3Be oHKM c Koctel — repoun, cnocobHbie Ha noasur?! B KOHUe KOHLOB, OHa — BeAbMa, ee
BO3/106/1€HHbIN — KONAYH, MOrin 6bl M cCaMK CNpaBUTbCA C 3TOM 3agaven! Tak HET Xe...

-He nepexwusai, - cHACXOAUTENbHO MocoBeToBasa XyaH, HaxOoAUBLUMICS B HEYMeCTHO-6/1arofyLLHOM,
C TOYKM 3peHuns Bnaga, HacTpoeHun. — Bce byaeTt B nopsiake.

Bnag ckpunHyn 3ybamu ot gocagbl. BoT nuuemep! Bce 6yaeT B nopsake, Kak xe! lNbiTasgcb B34Tb ce-
64 B pyKu, OH XMYpO MpOroBoOpwI:

-MpocTo COH rNynbin NpucHUAca. byaTto s ctan Hukons.

Hasap paccmesncs, u gaxe Kocts cymen BblaaBuTb Xankoe nogobue ynbibkn. 3ato XyaH v [OuaHa
WM3YMNIEHHO 1, KaK No4Yyannocb Bnaay, TpEBOXHO nepernsHynch.

-Tebe npucHunoce, 6yaTo Thl cTan Hukona? - HeLoBepYMBO Mepecrnpocusl XyaH, BNepuB B HOHOLWY
BHUMaTeNbHbI/ B3NS4 CBOMX YepHbIX rnas.

Bnaz yaAMBNEHHO KMBHYN U MOACHWUN:
-5l mocMoOTpen Ha CBOe OTpaXeHue B 03epe u yBuaen nuuo Hukons.

-XM! BOT Kak... - n3pek XyaH TakuM CTpaHHbIM TOHOM, 4To Bnapg Hactopoxwuncd. KonagyH, BcTpene-
HYBLUNCb, NOMpPaBuMa yNaBLWYy Ha rnasa AWHHYI0O TEMHYIO Npsab M Toponameo aobasun: - Bce 370
rnynoctu. MNpocTo COoH.

-, TeM He MeHee... - OCTOPOXXHO Ha4vasa [mnaHa, ogHako XyaH pe3Ko npepsasn ee:
-lloToM, BCe noTom!

-Hnyero He noHmMMato, - NnpusHancsa Kocts, kadasi rofoBOM.
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Tnaea 21. AKIHuS

Ye CryCcTUAncb npuspadyHo-cUpeHeBble CyMepkn, korda Bnaag n Kocta nepeogenvch B obneratolune
yepHble Hapadbl U HATAHYIUM Macku C MpopessiMu AN rnas.

-4YT106bI NMLA HE CBETUINCL B TEMHOTE, - MOSICHM XyaH.
N Tenepb, pasrnaabiBas gpyra, Bnag He cymen yaepxaTbCs OT HEPBHOIMO XOXOTa.
-Hy, Tbl BbIAUTBIN Frpabutenb-Hanetuunk! Nnn, ewe nydwe, HUHA3S! — C eXMACTBOM MPOrOBOPUIT OH.

-Tbl, MOXHO MoAyMaTb, pbilapb YepHoro nnawa! — dbipkHyn KocTs, NpoTnB 06bIKHOBEHUS HE pacno-
JIOXKEHHbIV K WyTKaM. MoMonyas, OH CO B340XOM A06aBu/, XMypo MornsaabiBas Ha npusatens: - Hexo-
poline y MeHsl npeavyBCTBUS...

Bnag owyTtun HeBOMIbHYHO Aocady. W 4To 3TO BCe Ha Hero ononuunuck? AuaHa, Hasap, XyaH, gaxe
NyYWUA apyr — KaXKAbl Hawen nNpuynHy Ans HeaoBONbCTBa!

XXX
®eBpasb oKasascs A0BOJIbHO MOPO3HbLIM, HO cerofHa HU Bnaa, H1 Kocta xonoaa He 4yBCTBOBaW.

-Kpyrom cHer, Mbl Ha ero oHe o4yeHb Bblaensiemcs! — Bo3MyLLeHHO npowenTan KocTs, cnyCcTUBLLKUCH
BO ABOp.

-Mbl TpOHEMCS B MyTb, KOr4a COBCEM CTEMHeEET, - pa3ApaxXeHHo HamoMHun Bnaa. — [da u BoobLue,
rnaBHoe, YTobbl B CAMOM 3aMKe Hac He 06bHapyXunu.

Koctsa uto-To npob6opmoTan cebe noa HOC M yrproMO OCMOTpesncs. Brnag C ropbkol yCMeLWKon noay-
Masi, YToO ero 6bIBLLINIA COKYPCHUK WULLET Kakon-HWbyab NMOBOA A1 B3pblBa — 3@ MHEBHOW BCIbILIKOWN
NpoLle CKPbITb MyUYUTENbHbIN cTpax. Ml TOYHO — NpusaTenb APOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYII:

-Hy, v rae atm nHonnaHeTsaHe?!
-Mbl 30€ecCb, - pasgancs Hacmewnmebin ronoc CemHra. — Hesauem Tak BOJIHOBATbLCS.
XXX

N BOT OHM NeTAT, paccekas HoYb U rycTyto TbMy — Bnag n Kocts BepxoM Ha Tappe, A4eMOH — 6e3 no-
CTOPOHHEN MOMOLLN.

MOpO3HbIii BO3AyX 06Xuran nuuo, rybbl NOTpeckanucb B KpOBb, Nanblbl 6yATO 3aneaeHenu 1 nioxo
CNyLwanuncb, - Ho Bnaa 3Toro NouTu He OLUyLlan, BCELENOo NOr/oWeHHbIi COBCTBEHHbLIM CTPaXoM.

Mnoxon n3 Hero repo. HaBepHoOe, CTOUIO BCE-TaKU BbINMUTb ANS XpabpocTn, nyckan XyaH u BOCMpO-
TUBWICS, PE30HHO 3aMeTUB, UYTO AaXXe CaMbll MasIeHbKUA FNOTOK BMHA HEMHOrO pacCTpPOUT KOOpAu-
Hauuo ABUMXXEHUN. NHTepeCcHOo, a HacTosLlWwme repon Hmyero He 6oaTtca?

BHe3anHbIn pe3kuin Bupax coOun toHowWy C MbiCn. Bpoage 6bl OHU cHuxatoTca? Cepaue HEBOJIBHO eK-
Hyno. MNMapeHb CyoopoXHO B34OXHYJ, NbiTasiCb obpectn nogobue camoobnagaHusl, U TyT Xe MoYyyBCT-
BOBaJi, Kak eMy B pebpa 60/1bHO BNMAMCbL HOITU cuaesLliero csaam Kocru.

-9 BUXY o4yepTaHusa 3aMKa, - XpUnnao WenHysa gpyr.
-3aTkHUCb! - paso3nunca Bnaa. - Heyxenun 3abbin — MonyaTth!

FHeBHOro OTK/IMKA He nocneaoBano, xoTs KocTa HaBepHsika C yA0BOJIbCTBMEM OTBETWU 6bl Ha CTOSb
pe3Kyl OTMnoBeAb — OAHaKO, Moxoxe, cyen 6onee pasyMHbIM MPUCIYLWATbLCS K COBETY npuatens. A
MOXeT 6bITb, MPOCTO CAeNan CKUAKY Ha HEPBHOE HamnpsiXeHKe...

Bnag couwypuncs, BrasiabiBasicb B 6apxaTHblii Mpak. Ha 3peHue toHoWa HMKOrga He >asoBasncs, B
TEMHOTE BMAEN CHOCHO W Celiyac BbIHYXAeH 6bl1 NpU3HATb MPaBoTy CNyTHWUKA: Ha (oHEe OBESHHOro
paccesaHHbIM CBETOM 3Be3/ Heba NpoCTynuaun ovyepTaHusa 3amKa.

«3Ha4nT, COBCEM CKOPO, - MPOHECAacb NMXopagoyHas MbICib. MapeHb TPAXHYN ros0BON M nonpobo-
Ban MnepeBecTV pa3sMbllfeHns B MHYK ob6nactb: - OCOBHAK TOYHO MepTBbliM. YUEHUKU HaBEpHSsIKa
cnaT, Hukona v PobepT 6poasaT no tepputopun... A XKosed B nx agypaukon Tioppme»

Nmsa Xoseda npmaano Bnagy cun. BCnoMHMNOCH, Kak ogHa)XAbl CTPaXX MPOCYHY/T MIEHHUKY CBEPTOK
C neyeHbeM — nocne nx HebonbLLOK pa3MOSIBKN, SBHO 0CO3HAB CO6CTBEHHYO OWKNBKY. BCMOMHMAOCS,
KaK SipOCTHO KPWUKHYN, YBUAEB CHWMXXaBLIerocs Ha nowaan Koctwo: «Hy uto cromwb?! beictpee!». K
ropsy NOACTYMW/ FOPSYMIA KOM, HA MUM 3aTPyAHWIOCH AbixaHue... lOHoWwa BNMACS 3y6aMmn B HUXKHIOO
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ryby, cepauto BCKMHYA nogbopoaok... Hnuero, ckopo Xosed v Muwens 6yayT Ha cBoboge. XyaH co-
CTaBWJ/1 HEMJIOXOW NJaH, Bce nponaeTr 6e3yKOpU3HEHHO...

XXX

MpunsemneHne 6bino 6eCllyMHbIM U Ha yaMBNEeHne MArkuM. lMbiTasacb ABUraTbCs CTPEMUTENBHO M 6e3-
3BYYHO, Bnaa COCKOMb3HYN CO CrMHbI Tappa u CKOpee oWwyTus, YeM yBuaen, Kak 3Ty npoueaypy no-
BTOopun Kocrts.

3a HECKONIbKO AHEel TLAaTe/bHOM MOAroTOBKM 6bII0 M3PAacXo40BaHO HEMasioe KOJIMYECTBO MESIKOB,
KOTOPbIMM XyaH 4epTua Ha CrneumanbHOlM Aowedvyke MiaH TEPPUTOPUM 3aMKa M MepBbIX 3TaXew,
BKJ/1tOYAs 3/10MOJyYHbI NoABas, MO3TOMYy r/lyxasi TEMHOTa He rMoMmellana COpUeHTUPOBaTbCS. Ponu
ToXxe 6blIM pacnpenenexbl, Tak 4YTo Bnaa, He Tepss HU CEKYHAbl, Cpasy HamnpaBu/ICA K OCOBHSAKY. Xy-
aH yuyun ux ABuratbcs 6€3 eAMHOro opoxa, OCTaBasiCb GyKBalbHO HEBUAMMbIMU, 06pPaATMBLUUCHL B
noao6bue TeHu... KoHeYHo, 3a napy MecsileB MacTepCTBa He AOCTUTHELWb, U BCE-TakKW YPOKU He Mpo-
LIS HaMpacHo - Apy3bsa A06panncb A0 HU3KMX OKOH ABopla 6e3 npukntoyeHuin. CBUHI, YMEBLUUIA B
HY>XHbIA MOMEHT racuTb CO6CTBEHHOE CBEeYEeHME, HEOTPbIBHO C/Ie40BaJsl 3a HOHOLWAaMMU.

C peweTkaMn B apoO4YHOM OKHe CrnpaBu/ica AeMOH. Bnag He nMoHsan, 4To MMeHHOo npogenan CBUHI, HO
pe3ynbTaT Bne4vyatnan — 366paTbCF| B HEAPaA 3aMKa TeNnepb HE COCTaB/IANIO TpyAda.

BoT 1 3HakoMas nectHumua, Beaywas B MNOA3EeMHble MOMelleHus... YepT, KaK e rpoOMKO KOIO0TUTCA
cepaue! Ero 6elleHbl CTYK HEMUHYEMO MOAHMMET Ha HOrM BecCb 3aMok! OCTOPOXHO CryCcKasCb BHU3,
Bnag notpaTtua Hemasble YCUMS Ha NONbITKY YCNOKOUTBLCSA M BbIPOBHATb AbixaHue. C3aam depecuyp
rPOMKO U TsXXeno (C TOUKM 3peHuns apyra) neixten Kocrs.

NHTepecHo, rae Hukonsa u Pobept? Bapyr KTo-HUOYAb U3 HUX cenyac BHU3Y? lMpuaeTcsa BnepBble on-
pob6oBaTb HaBblkn 605 B peanbHbiX ycnoBusax! Bnag obnuvsan notpeckaBliuvecs rybbl n 6epexHo Koc-
HY/1CA PYKOSTU Meuya.

Ho noaseMHblit Kopuaop 6bi1 MYCT — BO BCAKOM C/lydae, TaK Kas3anocb Ha nepBbi B3rnaa. NapeHb
obneryeHHo ynblbHyNCca 1 kyaa 6oapee 3awaran Bnepes, 3arnsabiBas B KaXxayto Kamepy.

MycTo, nycrto, nycro... Ara, BoT!

B npeanocnenHel KaMopKe Ha MoJly siIBHO KTO-TO fiexan, 6eccunbHO OTKMHYBLUMCb Ha MOMYCrHUBLLYHO
conoMy. [1eMOH MO3BOSIM/I CBOEMY TeNy Ccflerka 3acBeTUTbCS, M 3TOro MPUryLWeHHOro MOJSI0YHOrO
CUSIHMS BMOJIHE XBATWJ10, YTOGbI Y3HATb B njieHHMKe XXoseda.

-0 6oxe! — npowenTan Bnaa, nopaxeHHbI 3penuvuieM. — OH 6onblie NOXOAUT Ha TPYrM, YeM Ha Xu-
BOro yenosekal

-A BOT U Muwenb, - TMxo gobasun Koctsa, 3arnsaHyB B NOCAeLHIOK Kamepy. — Bbirnagut ewe xyxe!l
[OaBai, CBUHI, Aeno 3a Tobon!

N onaTtb Bnaa He MOHSN, YTO 3@ TaUHCTBEHHbIE MAHUNYNSLWM MPOU3BEN AEMOH. TpuauaTb CEKYHA — U
obe aBepu 6bIM pacnaxHyTbl, @ KaHAasbl CHATHI.

-Tbl mar! — noxBanun KocTs, Npockonb3HyB B KaMepy Xozseda.
CBWHI KayHyJ1 rO0BON:
-Maramu 6biBatoT nwb aoan. Mo Hapog BlageeT CBOMMU CeKpeTaMu.

Ero »ypualimii rofioc pa3Heccs 3XoM Mo MyCcTbIM KaMepaM M Kopuaopy. Brnaa noexuncs u oTpbiBUCTO
ckasan:

-MHoro 6ontaem! Kak gorosapusanucb, Mbl ¢ Kocten 6epem Xozseda, Tbl — Muwens. Ckopee!

JeMoH Monuya noaxBaTW/l XPYMNKOe Teso AEeBYLIKW, 3aKyTaHHOE B KaKyl-TO HenpurisaaHyl pBaHb,
CTpeMUTeNbHOM cepebpuCTOM TEHLIO MPOHECCH MO KOPUAOPY M CKPbIJICA Ha NeCcTHuLUeE.

-M-pa... - pacTtepsHHO npoTaHyn KocTa, NnpoBoAMB €ro B3rngaoM. — A HaMm npuaeTcs noBO3UTLCH.

-3TO TO4YHO, - 6ypkHyn Bnaa, n oHu ¢ KocTten, B3sB XKo3eda noa pyku, NpUHAINCL OCTOPOXHO Mpo-
6upaTbCs K BbIXOAY. 3aj4ava AENCTBUTENbHO OKasasiaCb HEMNPOCTONM: ObIBLWINIK CTPax, XOTS U U3PSAHO
ncxyaan, Becus no-npexHeMmy Hemasno, K TOMYy Xe, B COCTOSIHUM 6ecco3HaTenbHOCTU 6bin Yepecuyp
HErNnoBOpPOT/IMB.

OHW y>ke AOCTUTN NTeCTHULbI, KOr4a ABEPHON NpoeM 3ac/ioHMa Bbicokas cTaTHas durypa.
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-CToaTb M He gBuratbcs! — NponsHec BKpaAauuMBbIi rosoc Hukons. — Ha Bac HaueneH apb6anet. Po-
6epT, obonau nx, ctaHb C3aau, Aa n opyxue 3abepu, BCe paBHO OHU HE YMEKOT UM MONb30BaThbCH, — U
OH paspasunacsa XpunabiM 6e€3yMHbIM XOXOTOM.

-BoT n Bce... - wenHyn Kocta. — 4 Tak 1 3Han.

«5 TOXEe» - nmoayMan Bnaa, ¢ HEHaBUCTbIO MNAAA B CKpbiTOe TbMOW nuuo Hukons. K co6CcTBEHHOMY
YOMBNEHUIO, CTpaxa OH 60/blle HEe UCMbITbIBAN — TOMbKO AWKYH SpOCTb Ha [uaHy, camoro cebs u,
pasyMeeTcsi, 3TOro cagmcra co Wwpamom!

Pyka ckosib3Hysla K pyKoAaTU Meda. [Tonpo6oBaTh BbIXBAaTUTL? [oxanyi...

BykBanbHO B cneaylolnii MUr npaBoe npeansiedbe npoHsuna 605b, a B CNUHY ynepaocb YTO-TO XO-
NIOAHOE U OCTpoe.

-Elle ABMXKEHME — 1 BbICTPENO B cepue, - JJackoBo noobelan Hukons.
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I'maBa 22. HeoxwupaHHEIM cobecenHMK

MpaBoe nsie4yo 0TYaASHHO HbI1O, Nepes ria3aMmn pacnsbiBasiacb KpoBaBas neneHa, n naoxo crmbanmcb
KONeHW... Kaxkablin war AoCcTaBnsaa MyymTenbHyto 60nb, HO NMPUXOAMIOCH MATU, MOBUHYSCb HEYMON-
MOMY MOATaNIKMBAHUIO B CMMHY. BCce MbICIM COCPenOTOUYNINCL Ha OAHOM MOBYXAEHUN: HE YyNacTb Kak
TpANMYHasa Kykna Ha rnasax y Hukonsi, He no3BOAUTb 3TOMY CaAMUCTY MHYTb €ro HOCKOM canora... A
OH BeAb MMEHHO TaK M MOCTYMUT, ele U He MPeMUHET NaeTKy B xoa nyctute! N Bnaa, BNMBLIKCL 3Y-
6amMu B HMXHIOW ryby, 3acTaBnasi cebst NOCNYLWHO NepecTaBnsiTb HOMN.

Cnyckascb Mo nectHuue, oH 6oposcs C NopbiBOM BLENUTbCS B nepwuna. HM B KOeM criydae Henb3s
OEMOHCTpUpOBaTb CO6CTBEHHYO criabocTb!

MNMapeHb nckoca B3rnsAHyn Ha KocTo - aopyr 6bia odeHb 6neneH, Ha nby BbicTynuamn 6McepmHKM nNoTa, a
rpyAb B34bIManacb OT TAXE0ro AblXaHus.

«OH XOTb He paHeH» - yrpioMo nogyman Bnaa, v HoBasi BOSIHA FONIOBOKPYXKEHUS M TOLIHOTbI BbIHYAMN-
Nla ero Ha MUr MpUCIOHUTLCA K cTeHe. Koe-Kak CrpaBMBLUMCbL C BHE3anHbIM MPUCTYMNOM, toHOLIA Mo-
MbITanCcs yTEWNTLCSA MbIC/bIO, UTO Xo3edy Kyaa Xyxe. BbIBLINI CTpax LWen no3aam HUX, NoaaepXu-
BaeMblii Po6epToM, 1, Cyast Mo XpUMNIOMY AbIXaHUIO MYXUWUHbI U TIYXUM pyraTesibCTBaM PbIXXEBOJIOCO-
ro My4yuTeNs, NPOABUXEHNE AaBaNoCb EMY HEJIErKO.

«Kyna, HTepecHO, Mbl ngem?» - cepanncsa Bnag, xenast XoTb Kak-TO OTB/1€YbCS.

Bckope nto60onbITCTBO ero 66710 YAOBNETBOPEHO: MOAHSABLIMCL Ha MepBblii 3Tax, HMKoNa yBepeHHo
NoATONIKHYN MIEHHUKOB KO BXOAY B CTOJIOBYHO.

-0, Hac kopMuTb 6yayT! — nonpob6oBan nowyTuTb KOCTH, 3a 4TO 6bIs1 HAarpaXxaeH MOLWHbIM MUHKOM.
-CMewHo, - npe3putenbHo npoueann Pobept. — Ceiyac gonrpaerecs.
-KTo 6b1 COMHeBancs, - xmypo 6ypkHyn Bnaza, nepecrynas nopor.

Y panbHero okHa CMMHOM K ABEpPU CTOSI1 BbICOKWI CTPOMHbINM BploHET B YepHOW cyTaHe. Ero cunyat
NMnoKa3anicsa Bna,u,y CMYTHO 3HAKOMbIM.

-HeBepodaTHO! - nsymneHHo npucemnctHyn Kocrs.

YenoBeKk y OKHa HeTOpomnaMBo obepHyncs, n y Bnaga BbipBancs cunnbin cToH. CKynacrtoe nuuyo, op-
JIVHBIN HOC, XMBOW B3NS4 YepHbix rnas, 6negHasa koxa... O rocnogm!

-YTO MMEHHO HEeBEepOoSTHO, MUJbIN ManbuyMK? — TACKOBO OCBEAOMWUIICS MY>XUYMHA M ApyxentobHo 3a-
CMessicsl, IBHO Hacna)Xaasicb HeJOBEPUMBbLIM YAUBIEHWEM FOCTEN.

Bnag noTtpsic ronoson. bpeg, HaBaxaeHue, rannounHaumsa! OHM HECKOIbKO MecsLueB XWUu B ero 4o-
Me, coBepLUeHHOo 6e33awmTHble! Yero oH xaan?!

-XyaH! — BblAOXHY/, HakoHel, Bnag. — Tei?!!
ToHkue ry6bl 3arago4Horo 6ptoHeTa ApOrHynuM B CaMOAOBOJSIbHOM YiblbKe.
-He coBceM. O6bIYHO MeHS Ha3biBalOT XO35IMHOM.
XXX
He moxeT 6bITb!

XyaH - nodemy oH?! JlagHo 6bl [lnaHa, 3Ta BeAbMa C SHTapHbIMUK rna3aMn M HaCMEeLWNMBbIMU MaHepa-
MU, HO XyaH!

Bnaa kauHyncsa, HeoXnAaHHOE MNOTpSCeEHUE OTHANO Yy Hero nocnefHune Kpoxu cun. C TpyaoM yCTosB
Ha HOrax, nape€Hb BbIrOBOPUJ, pacxXxoaysa OCTaTKN SHEPIrun:

-Mpepatens! Tl NpocTo nNpepartese...

-Hy-Hy! - paccmesncs 6ptoHeT, 0TX0Aa OT OKHa M HecnewHo npubnmxasnce K HUM. — Kakne amoumn!
-2JTO He TOoT XyaH, - BAPYr pa3aasncsa eaBa y3HaBaeMbl ronoc Xo3seda.

-Kak He ToT?! — BO3MyTUACSa Bnaga.

X038MH OCTAaHOBWJICA B HECKOJIbKMX Larax OT Hero, v Howa C Heg0yMeHMeM npu3Hall, 4To npu He-
COMHEHHOM CXOACTBE €CTb U pa3nnyuna: 6onee XyAaolaBas c|)|/|rypa, BOJ10Cbl J1OXXKAaTCAd HEMHOIo MHa4e,
Aa N BHELWWHE 3TOT XyaH 3HA4YUTENbHO MOJ10XE.
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-Bbl 651M3HelbI? — HegoBep4uMBo cnpocun Kocts.

X0358IMH CKNOHMA FroNoBY HAaboK M 3aayMUYMBO noXxeBas rybamu.

-B KakoM-TO cMbICne... HO HE COBCEM.

-MoyeMy 5 xunB? — onaATb 3arosopun Xo3sed.

Ha nuue 6nmn3sHena XyaHa ToTyac BO3HMKA rpuMaca 6pe3rinBoro oMep3eHus.

-MoToMy 4TO Aypoyka Muwenb Ha camom gene nwbut Tebsa! - cepanTo MOSCHW OH. — ITO 6bI1O YyM-
HO, BECbMa YMHO 04apoBaTb MasblLUKY.

-9l HUKOrO HE o4YapoBbIBas, - XpUno Bo3pasun Xosed.

-PazymeeTcal — dbipkHYyn Xo3amH. — B ntob6oM cryyae TBOSI XM3Hb MHE HENOoAB/ACTHA... YBbl. Tenepb
TBOS cyabba — B pyKax pbIXeBOSIOCOM NpenecTtHuubl. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO A MOr — MNMWKTbL Tebsa busu-
YEeCKOro 3KBMBaNEHTa SHEPrun, To eCTb NULLW.

-A Muwenb? - BbigaBun XXosed. — YTo Tbl C Hel coTBOpUN?

-CHayana xoTefl YHUYTOXWUTb, - CHUCXOAMTENbHO MpU3Hanca Xo3auH. — [oToM noaymasn oTaaTth Ha
pactep3aHune Hukons n PobepTy...

Bnaa, c yxacoMm cnywaslni pedyb pokoBoro 6proHeTa, MOHEBOJSE B3APOrHys, yn0BUB 6eCCuibHbIN
xpun Xozeda - paszxanoBaHHbIN CTPaX HaBEpPHSKa MblTasCAd BbIpBATbCA U3 PYK OblsiblIX TOBapULLEN.
YTobbl YyOeamTbCcs B 3TOM, HeyAauIMBOMY crnacaTesnto npuwnock 6bl 06epHyTbCs, a OH 60s71CcH, uTo
[axe CTO/1b NMPOCTOE ABMXEHME NULLUNT ero paBHOBeCKS.

-5l nepeayman, He BOJSIHYWNCS, - HEBO3MYTMMO NPOAO/IKaN KonayH. — [leB4oHka xopowa coboin, obna-
AaeT 0Co6bIMU XEHCKMMKU YapaMu... KTo 3HaeT, Kak NoAeNCTBYIOT ee /laCkM Ha MOUX BepHbIX pbiua-
pen? Tbl-TO nogaasncs 06assHUI0 IOHOW PbPKEHbKOW HUMMHbI...

Bnaa kpuBo ycMexHyncs. Ytobel Hukonsa Bnwbuncsa B kKoro 6bl To HU 6b110?! CMewHee HUYero He
npuaymaews! Xo3aumH 3pa 6ecnokounsica Ha 3TOT cyeT. PobepT ewe Kyaa HU WA0, HO TaKOro Cagmcra,
Kak Hukons, He nepegenaews. TyT cama Kneonatpa 6eccunbHal

-8 mor 6bl caM nopasBfeybCs C MWALLKOM, HO, YEeCTHO FOBOPS, AaBHO yTpaTuia TArMY K NOAOOHbIM
pa3BnevyeHunssM. Tak 4TO S 3anpeTun ee TporaTb, MPOCTO MpUKasan NocaguTb Ha Ty Xe AWETY, UYTo U
Tebs, Xozsed!

-HeHaBumxy! — BblAOXHY 6bIBWMI CTpax. — Kak g Teba HeHaBuxy!
Ha nuue mxe-XyaHa oTpa3uiochk yAOB/ETBOPEHME.

-2T0 npunaTHaa HOBOCTb, - COOB6LLUNA OH MATKUM BKpaagynBbiM TOHOM. — OueHb npuaTHas. CnocobHocTb
BbI3blBaTb CTOJ1Ib CUJ/IbHblE YYBCTBa HE MOXET He BHYLWlaTb BOCXULLEHNA.

-Kakoro BocxuuweHus?! — Xosed 3TV cnoBa CMOBHO BbIMIKOHY/, Ka3anocb, FHEB npuaan eMy Cus. —
EovHcTBEHHas TBOS uenb — NoAAEpPXUBaTh CBOE CyLLeCcTBOBaHue!

-Kak 1 TBOs, pa3Be HeET? — YCMEexXHY/NCSA YepHbIA Mar, noXxummas nsedamu. — Mbl ¢ To6oin, Kak, BNpo-
yeM, n Hukonsa c PobepTtoM, Bbibpanu 3TOT NyTb HECKOSIbKO CTONETUI Ha3aA.

-4YT10?! - axHyn Bnaa, cnywaBwui C HaNpsXXeHHbIM BHUMaHMeM. — Kakoe-To uapcTtBo 6eccMepTHbIx!
-Mbl ckopee TeHu, YyeM ntoamn, - BHOBb nogan rosnoc Xosed. — Mbl ykpanu Hawe 6eccmepTme.

-Kak 3710 ykpanun? — Haxmypwuncsa Bnaa. BHe3anHO ero oceHuno, U OH Aaxe rnpuceBuUCcTHy. — Bbl Bpoae
aTOM OnaHbl, na? GaHTOMbI?

Yenosek, NOX0XMU Ha XyaHa, Hegobpo cowypuacs, HoO OTBETMN HOHOoLWe cHoBa XKo3sed.

-dal - MPOHNYHO Ccornacuncgd OoH. — Mbl — TONbKO OTpaXeHnsa HacToAWwnx J'II-O,CI,GVI, HeKoraa XvmBLWWX Ha
3TOW NnaHeTe. BrnpoueMm, ognH no-npexHemy XMBeET 34eChb.

-He oauH, a Tpu, - ynblbHYBLWMKCb, NonpaBua ero Xo3sauH. — N ABOe U3 HUX cenyac CToAT psaoM Co
MHOW.

Bnan HegoyMeHHO nokocunacs Ha KocTio, TOT HenoHuMMatowe noxan niaedyamm. ®aHtom XyaHa msgan
KOPOTKWUIA CYyXOl CMELLOK, CKOpee HanoMWHAoWNIA Kawenb, U, BCKUHYB FOSIOBY, MOCMOTPEN Ha MNeH-
HUKOB. YepHble rf1asa NofibIXHYM 3e/IEHbIM MJIaMEHEM.

-B uem geno, Manbuuk? Tbl yaUBIEH?
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Bnag nonpoboBan cobpaTtbca C MbicasMu. [poucxogsiuiee nMpeacrtaBnsnocb Tenepb euwe 6onee be-
3YMHbIM KOLIMapoM, 4YeM BCe npeablaylime Mecsubl.

-[MoHATb He MOory, 0 Kakmx ABOWX Bbl TOJIKYeTe, - NMPOU3HEC, HakKOHel, OH, CTapasiCb roBOpPUTb MO
BO3MO>XXHOCTWM BbICOKOMEPHO.

B ynbibke X039MHa NOsSIBUIOCL YTO-TO 3MEMHOE, HEKasl A40BUTas TOPXEeCTBYyoLWas HoTKa.
- Tonkyto o Tebe n TBOEM Apyre.

-Yto?! - Bnagy nokasasnocb, 6yATO B MOMELEHUM CTAsI0 OUYEHb AYLIHO, XOTS B JINLLIEHHbIE CTEKOJST OK-
Ha 6ecnpenAaTCTBEHHO MPOHMKAS MOPO3HbI BO34yX. — DTO nonpocTty 6pea!

-BoT nMeHHO! — ropsayo nogaepxan npuatensa Kocta. — S MHOroe cnbiwan 3a Te cymacweglwme nos-
roga, KoTopble Mbl MPOXWUAM B 3TOM CpeAHEBEKOBOM MUPE, HO TaKOro...

-Ham no gesATHaguaTtb NeT, - NOAXBATWUN €ro Apyr. — A He no TpucTa AeBATHaauaTb! M gaxe He cTo
AeBATHaguaTb!

NX ApOCTHblE BO3paXxXeHns He npousBesiv Ha X034uHa 0Cob6eHHOro Brne4vaT/ieHuns.
-PaHblue Bbl BbIrNgaenn nHave.

-0, 370 A yxe cnbiwan! - nosbicun ronoc Bnag n, obepHyBWUCL K 6/1€4HOMY M MOTHOMY, HECMOTPS
Ha n3psaaHbIi xonoa, Kocte, A3BMTeNbHO CKasan: - byaaninckmne 6penHu!

-Kakue-kakune?! - owaneno B3rfsHyA Ha Hero 6bIBLUMIA COKYPCHUK, SBHO HUYEro He MOHSB.
Bnag Bbipyrancs ckBo3b 3y6bl n nonpoboBan 06bACHUTL NOAOXOAUYMBEE:

-Hy, Bpoae nepesonnoweHna ayw! PeumHkapHaumsa! — n, BHOBb obpawascb K X03auHy, 6pe3rnneo
ocBegoMuics: - Ml kem 51 ke 6bl1 B MPOLWION XNU3HN? MoxeT 6biTb, 3HaeTe?

-3Hato, - noaTBepamn ToT. — Tbl, Bnaa, 6bin npoobpazom Hukonsa. A TBon npusatenb — PobepTom.

3BOH B ylWax... MMp CTpEMUTENIbHO BEPTUTCS, TEPSSICb B KasieiAoCcKone Kpacok... 3ByKN CMBAlOTCS B
HeBOO6PasnMbIii XOp... 1 BOT Ha MOBEPXHOCTb BbIPbIBAETCS OTYETNMBLIN ronoc KocTu:

-Fnynoctun! Kak g mor 6biTb Po6epToM? OH xuB eLe!

-270 daHTOM, - ogHUMK rybamu wenHyn Bnag, nocteneHHo npuxoas B cebsa. Kaxketca, oH ymyapuics
yCTOATb Ha Horax. Minu Hukons 3aboTtnmeo nogaepxan ero? HeHaBucTHoe nmsa o060Xrno, CI0BHO pac-
KasleHHOe Xefie30, M MapeHb cepauTo Bbinanuna: - A He mor 6biTb cagmuctom! S He Mor 6bITb TakuM
yygosuuem!

KTo-TO ckan ero 3ansicTbs 6y,£l,T0 CTa/lbHbIMN KNEWHAMKU, NO NpaBOMY rnjievy npokKkaTtuaCb BOJIHA 60-
nn...

-Monerye, agpy>xok! — Npowunnen Ha yxo0 3HaKOMbIN rosioc. — Mbl Beab ¢ Tobor 6paTbsa-6nnsHeubi!
Bnag nonbiTancsa BblpBaThCs, HO, pasyMeeTcsi, 6e3ycneLlHo.

-51 He Bepto HuMueMy! — TaXeno Ablwa, 3asBW/ OHOLWA, BNEpMB 3/10M B3rns4 B HEBO3MYTMMOE NMLO
Xo3amnHa. — 4 He Bepto B NOAOOHYHO uyllb!

Jhxe-XyaH nocagsivBo nosesi rnjieyom:

-Hy, 1 He Bepb. HENpUATHO CO3HaBaTb, UTO Thbl CBOEWN XM3HbIO MNATULWb 3a 4YyXoe 6eccMepTue, A no-
HUMalo.

-4YT0 BbI MMeeTe B BUAY? — HacTopoxunics Bnaa.

Yronkun TOHKux ry6 6ptoHeTa nonossnu Beepx:

-Myckan korga-To Tbl U 6blST MY>XUYMHOM MO UMEHN HUKONS, MOUM CbIHOM, HO...

-Bawwnm cbiHOM?! — He Bblaepkas, nepebun ero Bnag v ykpaakon nepernsanynicsa ¢ Kocren.
X035MH CMOKOWHO KUBHY:

-Oa-pa, MmouM cHOM. BepHee, - ycMexaacb, NOnpaBuaCca OH, - CbIHOM XyaHa. Ho npownu ctonetus.
Hukona 3a MUHyBLUEe BpeMs MHOroe Mepexwus, U 3TOT OMbIT HaNOXW/ OTNe4YaToOK Ha ero XapakTep.
Hukons He MOr He N3MeHUTLCA. Thl XXe 1 BOBCE yCres yMepeTb U onATb poAnTbca!l Tenepb Bac He Ha-
30Bellb OAHUM UenbiM, He Tak nn? Kak n Pobepta c KocTei.
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-N cnaea 6ory, - 6ypkHyn Bnag, owyTtmns obneryeHue. He B3npas Ha abcypaHOCTb CMTyauum, OH MNoO-
yemy-To Bepun Xo3amHy. Ho nyckan 3T1o npaBga... [lyckanm korga-T1o oH 6bla1 CbIHOM KONAYHa... Tenepb
OH — HOpMaslbHbIM YenoBek. BnpoueM, 6bITb MOXET, M HUKOMSA paHblwe 6bls1 HOPpManbHbLIM? 3TOT MYyX-
YMHa B YepHOM noATBepAns: HMKONS M3MEeHWUNICS 3a HECKOIbKO BEKOB!

X039UH BHUMATENbHO CNeauns 3a BblpaXeHUeM ero nmua:
-5 YyBCTBYI0, Tbl BEPULLb MHE.

-Ho Bce paBHO He MoHMMalo, 3a Ybe 6eccMepTue A pacniadynmBalocb! — NPOMFHOPUPOBAB €ro CroBa,
ynpsiMo npoTaHyn Bnaga.

-A 5 BoObLLE HMYEro He NoHMMato, - XxMypo gobasun Kocrs.
-Bbl pacnnaunBaeTech 3a 6beccMepTne cBomx aHTOMOB. Bbl — pabbl 3TO peasibHOCTMW.
-Ho oHu He TBoM pabbl, XyaH, - BHE3aAMNHO pa3aancs OT OKHa XXeHCKWI ronoc.

Bnaa nmoackoumn, Kak yXasieHHbIN, n 06epHyncsa Ha 3BYyK. CTONOBYH 03aps XUAKUA MPUrNYLLIEHHbIN
CBET, UCTOYAEMbIA HECKONbKMMW MACNSaHbIMW JlaMnaMn, U 3TO pacCessHHOe OCBeLLeHMe MO3BOJSIUIIO Y3-
HaTb B BbICOKOM WU3SILLHOM XEHLUMHE, KyTaBLIENCS B TeMHbIM nnaw, AunaHy. PSgom c Hewo napwi ce-
pebpucTblii 1EMOH.

Bnaa vcnbitan ankyro, 6e3paccygHyo pagocTb, OH Aaxe He nogo3pesar, y4To nbosHuUa XyaHa cno-
cobHa BbI3BaTb B HEM CTOJIb OYpHOE MKOBaHME.

-5 y6blo 3TOro WeHKa npexae, 4yem Tbl caenaelwb war! — npoxpunen Hukonsa, u Bnag MrHOBEHHO Mo-
xonoaen. bbino 6bl rNyno NorMbHyTe B MU crniaceHus!

-Tbl 3TOr0 He cAenaelb, - Jaxe He MOCMOTPEB B €ro CTOPOHY, XO/I0AHO Bo3pasuna AunaHa. Barnsg ee
6bln YyCTpEMMIEH Ha X03sMHA. — 3a 3TU CTOMIeTUSA A CKOMWa HeMano cui. S rotoBa NoTpaTUTb UX Ha
TO, YTO6bl HM OAMH M3 BaC He CyMen LEeBEebHYTbCS.

- nonpobyto 0OCNOPUTb 3TO YTBEPXAEHMUE... - Mpoxpunen Xo3suH.
LllaTeHka cy3una rnasa:
-Y Tebs MOXET nosyynTbcsi. HoO co MHOW AeMOH. Tbl BUAULIb €ro?

CBUHI oTBECKN CBOM M3Mt06NEHHbIN n3aeBaTenbCKU NOKAOH, U BNepBble Bnag nopagoBancs macrep-
CTBY, C KOTOpPbIM CUSIOLWMIA NpuLlesiely, AEMOHCTPUPOBAS CBOE HACMeLUSIMBOE Npe3peHne.

-Monarat, BUANLWb, - cKka3asa [unaHa. — TBOMX CUJ1 He XBATUT U Ha MEHS, N Ha UHOMMIaHETHOIO rocT4.

-BegbmMma... - TX0 nponsHec X0381H, IMLO €ro MCKasuiocb OT HEHABUCTU. — Tbl yMyApuiacb OKOAL0-
BaTb M npuwensbua YepHbix Obip. Begbmal

[naHa HagMeHHO BCKMHYNa noabopoaok.
-Pa3Be He 6narogaps MHe Tbl XUBeLWb cenyac? He 6bnarogaps moen cmeptn?
-bnarogaps TBOEN CcMepTU XMBET MoK Npoobpas, - HeAOBOJIbHO OTBETU X035UH.

-A Tbl, pa3sBe Mor 6bl Tbl XXWUTb 6€3 Hero? - neAasaHbIM TOHOM HanoMHuna AuaHa. — U Tbl, U Tpoe TBOUX
paboB... BnpoueM, y>ke ABOE... BCE Bbl XXUBETE 3a €ro CYeT.

-Tbl TOXe! — BAPYr 3aroBOpwa Mos4aBLLNIA A0 cux rnop PobepT. — Thbl TOXe XMBELWb 3a ero cyer!
[OnaHa obepHynacb K HeMy:

-He cnopt. Ho, B oTinume oT Bac, 1 06 3ToM He npocunal — n XeHwurHa obpaTunacb K AEMOHY: -
Momorun Xo3edy, oH coBceM ocnab. Bnag, Koctsa, noyemy ctoute, Kak UCTykaHbl? Maemte! OHM Bac
He TpoHyT! BbibupaiTecb yepe3 okHo, CBMHI ybpan peweTKy C 04HOI0 U3 HUX.

OHa BEe/INYECTBEHHO KMBHYyJla Ha MNpollaHMe U HEeTOPOMJIMBO Bbillfa M3 CTOIOBOW - MpaBda, yepes
ABepb.

Bnaa, Bce elwe He B cunax npuntu B cebs, BbIBEPHYNCHA M3 Lenknx o6bATUA HMKONSA, TOT CNOKOWHO
oTnycTun ero. 'Nasa cTpa)xa nblnanan 3/10CTbHO.

- Tebs HEHaBMXYy, - C HaXMUMOM MpousHec Hukons.

-Kakasa yanesutenbHas HoOBOCTb! — dbipkHYyn Bnaa. - Tonbko BOT At060MNbLITHO, 3@ YTO Thl MEHS HEHa-
BUANLD.
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-Tebe He MOHATb... - Npowunen CTpax, OCKaJMBLUNCL B XULWHOMW rpuMmace. — Tebe He MOHATb, 4YTO

UyBCTBYET TaKOW, KaK s, K CBOEMY XWBOMY OpUTruUHany!
Bnapg noxan nneyamm u B3rnsHyn Ha KocTto.

-Npem?

Apyr Bbirnanen o4eHb pacTepsiHHbIM. MOEXMBLINCh, OH CNabo KMUBHYII:

-Npem...
OHu BbIGBMpanUCb U3 OKHa, Koraa paszaasncs rosioc Xo3smHa:
-HanpacHo paayetecb. HaM ewe npeacTtonT BCTPETUTLCS.

OaHako Bnaa 6bl/1 CIULWKOM CHACTINB, YTO6bl BCTPEBOXMUTLCS.
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I'mapa 23. JIlo6OHBITHEIE pacCKal’ M HeBepoOsiTHas Npock6a

Bnapn nexan, oTBEPHYBLUUCH JINLOM K b6eneHomn CTEHE, U NbiTanca 3a6bITbCSt CHOM.,

Y>ke NaBHO pPa3BUAHENOCb, U MYTHbIA 3UMHNIA PACCBET MPOpPbIBANCA B KOMHATY XWUAKUMU CEPOBATbIMU
nyyamu. lOHoWwa cTapaTenbHO XMYPW/ICS, OAHAKO YCHYTb He yZaBasocCb.. Mewanu HacToluymBble
MbIC/IN, pasyM B3biBas HEMEA/IEHHO paspellnTb BO3HMKLIYIO Aa)e He npobniemy, a, CKOpee, Henenu-

uy...

HeckonbkMMM Yacamm paHee, BEPHYBLWMUCb B pPOAHON 0CO6HSK, Bnapg 3aropenca naeen HemMeaneHHo
NMoroBopuUTb C XyaHoM.

-OH cnuT, - YAUBAEHHO BCKMHYJa YepHble 6poBu [QuaHa.

-CnunT, Korga ero ntobmmas puckyeT XnsHbto?! — nopasuncsa Kocts.
XeHwunHa-baHTOM pa3gpa)eHHO NoSACHMNA, HeAOBO/IbHO CMOPLLMB TOYEHbIN HOC:
-OH He 3HaeT 0 Moein Bbixoake. OH 6bl, KOHEYHO, MEHS OA4HY HEe OTMyCTWUI.

- BCce paBHO, CNOKOMHEHBLKO CMUT, KOr4a Mbl — Ha BONIOCOK OT cMepTu! — He cornacunacs Bnag. - Yto
€My Halla XWU3Hb!

AdwvaHa noTteMHena AnuoM.

-1 nana eMy C/noBO, YTO Bbl OCTAHETECH Lieflbl, - CYpOBO NporoBopwuia oHa, 1 Bnaa noa ee npucranb-
HbIM B3r/1S40M HEBOJIbHO CHUK. — M CoBO cBoOE 51 AepXxy.

Ha nomowb cTywesaswemycsa apyry npuwesn Kocrsa:

-A 3a4eM BoobLLe 6bI10 yCTpamBaTb 3TOT CNeKkTakab? Bbl n camMu cnpasBmance 6bl!
KonayHbs yKOPM3HEHHO MoKadasa rosoBOW:

-BaM nopa HayuuTbCsA OTBe4YaTb 3a CBOM MOCTYMKK, rocnoaa!

-Hy, Aa, KoHe4yHo... - capkactnyeckn obpoHun Bnag. - Kcrtatm, MeHs Bne4yatnuao, Kak Bbl yrnpaBu-
JINCb C XO39MHOM M ero uenHbiMn ncamm! OHM 4YTO, Ha CaMOM Aefie HE MOI/U WeBenbHYTbCSA? BoT 6bl
n a9 ymen tak! A nodyemy 6bl BaM He M36aBUTbCA OT 3TUX... MMM... Fa40B OKOHYATEsIbHO?

-Y MeHS He NOosy4YuTCs, - YeCTHO Npu3Hanacb Kpacasuua-waTeHKka. — Marug TpebyeT uspsaaHbixX cui,
A yxe obbsacHaNa... ecnun 6bl 9 Toraa BepHyna Tebe Taucuio, cerogHs Bpsg nv cyMena 6bl cyllecT-
BEHHO NOMoYb. [la 1 BoobLLe, MHe NOBE3M0 — 4 3acTasa UX Bpacnjiox. B NnpoTMBHOM c/yyae Hac OXu-
Aana bbl cxBaTKa, UCX0A4 KOTOPOW TpyAHO NpeackasaTb, BeAb XO038UMH M caM Henaoxon mar... Ja n 6e3
CeuHra a 6bl Bpsag nu gobunack ycnexa. JeMoHbl onacHbl gaxe ans GaHToMoB, - cAenas Hebosbllyo
naysy, xeHwmuHa gobasuna: - Cenvac, Bnag, g nepessixy TBOe njeyo 1 oTnpasnanca cnate! byauts
XyaHa s He CTaHy. YTpOM norosopuTe.

MpuULWIoCh NOAUYNHUTBCS.

N BOT Tenepb Bnag MyunuTenbHO Xaan 3aBTpaka, M BOBCE He U3-3a rosioga (HanpoTuB, MbIC/IN O NuULLe
BbI3blBaN Y MAapHSA MPUCTYMbl TOWHOTbI) - 3aBTPakK MaHWA ero BO3MOXHOCTbO nobecepnoBatb € Xya-
HOM. Y TOrga KosgyH He oteepTtutcsa!

EnBa poxaaBwmcb HeobxoamMoro BpeMeHu, Bnaa cnewHo obnadunacs B HamnoMuHawwme wapoBapbl
yepHble LWeNKoBble OplOKM, AOMallHME BOWIOYHbie Tyd/IM WU ONUMHHBIA 6apxaTHbIM XanaT rycro-
3e/1eHOro uBeTa C 30/I0TOW OTAENKONM. [laxe He yMbIBLUMCb M HEe pacyecaBLUUCb, HOHOLWA OyKBanbHO
BNETEN B CTOJIOBYHO.

AvaHa 3akaHuYMBana cepBMpOBKY U Ha B6exaBluero Bnaga B3rnsHyna paBHOAYLIHO.
-Ewe HMKOro HeT, - cyxoBaTo coobuimna oHa oyeBnaHoe. — Cagmcb, Nepekycu.

Bnag nnoxHyncsa Ha 6nnxanwunm CTyn n noMopwmnnca — OT peE3KOro ABMXeHUA nepeBAa3aHHOE nJjieyo
3aHblJ10.

-bonunt? - nenoBuTo ocBegoMunack [inaHa, ycrpampasaCb HanpoTuUB.

[MapeHb [0OCAANMBO KUBHYN, HE Xenad OTBIeKaTbCHd Ha MNYCTAKU, B AAHHYK MUHYTY €ro BOJIHOBaso
b noserieHne XyaHa.

Mar cnycTuscsa K 3aBTpaKy nocnegHuM, Korga Bce ocTanbHble yxe cobpanuck, a Bnaa ot HeTeprneHus
MCKpoOLLMA NIOMTUK XNeba.
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-Tak Kak ABe KOMHaTbl ANS rOCTei 3aHATbl, nofarat, onepauus npoLsia ycrnewHo, - 3aMeTun Kos-
[yH, NPUHUMas 13 pyK N060BHMLbI TapesKy C AbIMALUMCS pary.

Bnaa ckpunHyn 3ybamn. Kak 6yato [lmaHa emy He pacckasana!

- — TBOW CblH? — BbINanwun IOHOWa, UEeNnKO BrndabiBasdCb B HEKPACMBOE, HO BbIpa3nUTENbHOE JIMLO
MY>X4YUNHbI.

Hazap nonepxHyncs MOPKOBHbIM COKOM, oAHako Bnaa He obpaTwun Ha NpusTens BHUMaHUS — OH crle-
Aun 3a peakuuen XyaHa.

ToT cnerka B340OXHYN M MATKO cKasalsi:
-He coBceM Tak.
- - Hukons? - TpeboBaTenbHO cnpocun Bnag.

-bbin KOraa-To, - HEOXOTHO Mpu3Han XyaH. — N B Te BpeMeHa 6bl1 MOMM CbiHOM. Cenyac, KOHEYHO,
3TO He Tak. Celvac y Tebsa gpyrve poantenu.

-4T10 3a uvenyxa! - HeaoOyMeHHO BOCKIMKHYN Hasap, nepeBoas TPEBOXHbIA B384 XWUBbIX YEPHbIX
rnas c o4Horo smua Ha gpyroe. — Kak oH Mor 6biTb Hukonsa?! 3to epyHaa!l

-MHOroe 13 TOro, 4YTo KaXXeTCA HaM HEMOHATHbIM, AN UHOMo — KaXAOAHEeBHas peasibHOCTb, - 3a4yM-
UMBO NpoTsaHyna [AuaHa, noMewmBas cepebpsHON YaliHOM NOXEYKOM ropsaymi LWOKOoMaa.

BHe3anHo Bnaga oxBatuna cnenas sipocCTb.

-MepecTaHbTe KNOAATbCsd CBOMMWU AypauKUMM YMHbIMK dpa3amu! — 3aopan OH, CTYKHYB MO CTOJly C Ta-
KOM CUAOMN, YTO cnpsawmm pagom Kocta noackoumn OT HeoXngaHHocTu. — FoBopute npsamo! A Huuero
He noHuMato!

-Xopowo, - cornacmncsa XyaH. — f pacckaxy. Ho aTo 3aMMeT HEMaNO BPEMEHMU.

-MneBaTb! — XpMnNao BbIKPUKHYA Bnaa v 3annoM ocylwmnn cTakaH anesbCMHHOMO COKa, MMMOXOAO0M Mo-
AyMaB, 4To npeanoyen 6ol GpyKTOBOMY HanMUTKy 4TO-HMOyAb rMokpenye.

MUWHYTY Lapuia 3BeHsLWas TULIKHA, BCe HANPsHXKEHHO xAaanun. HakoHel XaH 3aroBopun — 6yaHUYHbIM,
CKYUIMBbIM TOHOM, C/IOBHO 4MTas MaJOMHTEpPecHyl nekumio. Ho Hukoro ewe Bnag He cnywan co
CTONb XaAHbIM BHMMaHuneMm!

-51 poanncs Ha nnaHeTe, KOTOPYHO Mbl HasbiBanin niaHeTon Cepbix MpUHLEB...
-4YT10?! - He Bblaepxan Bnag. - He Ha 3emne?

-Ewe pa3 nepebbellb MeHA — 1 9 YMOJIKal, - CMOKOMHO npousHec XyaH. JobuBLLNCb naeanbHON TU-
LWWHBI, CYXO MPOAO/IXKMN: - BECKOHEYHO AJIMHHAs XW3Hb CKy4yHa, ee MPUXOAUTCS CKpallMBaTb 3aHS-
TUAMKU, KOTOPblE B ApPYroe BpeMs nokasasincb 6bl yTOMUTENbHbIMW... IMEHHO NO3TOMY nocnegHue ge-
CATUNETUA 9 MOCBATUA UCTOPUU. S M3y4yan pasHble 3MOXM pa3HbIX peanbHOCTEN W MOTOMY 3HAak O
CnapTte. Tak BOT, MOMMUMO FOPCTKW BOWHOB-X035eB B CrnapTte >»wunu pabbl-unotbl. NnaHeta Cepbix
MpuHUEB YeM-TO rnoxoxa Ha CnapTy. HO TONbKO ropcTka X035ieB He yTpyxAaaeT cebs CcypoBbIMM UC-
NbITAaHUAMU AyXa W Tena. HanpoTuB, OHW MbITAKOTCS BKYCUTb BCE AOCTYMHbIE U HEAOCTYMHble yAo-
BONbCTBUA. XKMBYT 3TU XO35€Ba HEMbIC/IMMO AOAr0, Npu OnpefaeneHHOW YyAAuYIMBOCTM MOFYT XWUTb
NOYTU BEYHO. YOUTb MX KpailHe TpyaHo, 60n1e3HAM M CTapoCTU OHW He noABepXeHbl. BepHee, rpaHu-
La Mos040CTU Y Kaxaoro csos. KTo-To BbIrISAMT Ha ABajLaTb, @ KTO-TO — Ha BCe ceMbaecsaT. Kax-
OblA N3 XO0351E€B — OMbITHbIA YEPHbIA Mar.

XyaH yMosik, n Kocta cnpocun — no4yemy-To LWenoToM:

-Tbl 6611 cpean xo35eB, aa? lNotomy n 6eccmepTen?

Jlnyo konayHa uckasumna Hepobpas rpymaca.

-0, HeT! 4 6bI1 MNoTOM, pabom. Bce naMeHmMna XeHLwmnHa.

B3rnsaabl npucyTCTBYOWKMX 06paTtnancek Ha [iMaHy, n 4YepHblil Mar NOCneLwHo ckasan:

-HeT-HeT, A roBopto 0 Apyron xeHwwuHe. Ee 3Bann (4a n cenvac, HaBepHoe, 30ByT) KaHamaon, oHa
6blna Ao4Yepbld O4HOr0 OYeHb BbICOKOMOCTABMEHHOrO X03siIMHaA. EN nmo3Bonsinocb MHoroe. Mo3sonun
nanoyka ceoen nbummue oCcyLecTBUTb M 3TOT Kanpm3 — npeBpaTUTb NpocToro paba B 6eccMepTHYO
Mrpywky. JltloboBHMKA, KOTOPbIA He COMAETCsa OT Kakoh-HMbyab HEBMHHOW LWANoOCTN BpoAe MeTaHus
HOXEWN.
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Bnapa B3aporHyn n nepernsHyncsa ¢ Kocrten. Ha nuue apyra oTpa3sunics ero cCo6CTBEHHbIN yxac.

-Ho gnsa ocywecTtBneHus putyana 6eccmeptna Heob6XoaMMO NPUHECTU B XepTBy Jt06MMOro yenoseka.
A y MeHs1 HUKoro He 6bino! He Ttonbko pab, HO U cupoTa. A NockonbKy s 6bi1 ewe mn 03n061eH Ha
cyabby, Apy3en y MeHs ToXe He BOAMIOCb. 1 MaxHys PyKOM Ha BCK 3Ty Maruio, a KaHamaa — HeT.
OHa y3Hana, 4Yto 9 xoren 6bl MMEeTb CbiHA, BOCNUTaTb €ro CBO6OAHbLIM U CUJIbHbLIM. W BTallHe OT MeHs
cocTaBuia njaH. B TOM BbICOKOpa3BUTOM MUpE AeTel X0355eBa MMEIT TOSIbKO MPU XeNaHUM U KpanHe
peako (3a4emM OHWM MM?), MO3TOMY S HEMHOrO yamBwuics, koraa KaHamaa coobuimna o ceoen 6epemMeH-
HOCTU. PagoBancs Kak 6e3yMHbIin. A MOTOM MOHSJ/I, YTO MOeMy pebeHKy NMpeacTouUT CTaTb XXEpPTBEHHOM
oBuon. Boobpasute moe cMsATeHMe!

«[la yX...» - pacTepsHHO noayman Bnaa, co cTpaxoM ciyLlaBLUNii NOBECTb Mara.

-He 6yay BaaBaTbCa B nogpobHOCTM. B KOHLE KOHLOB, A cbexan C MankTKOMW-CbIHOM, KOTOPOro Ha-
3Basl Hukons, ¢ ToM nnaHeTbl M o4yTUCS Ha 3Toin. Koe-kak obycTpouncst, obxunica. Bctpetnn xeH-
WKrHy, 6narogaps KOTOPOWM y3Han, YTo TakoWn Nob0Bb, - TYT TOHKME rybbl pacckasymKa BrepBble Tpo-
Hyna cnabas ynbibka, a B3rna4a yCTpeMuics Ha ynblbHYBLIYIOCS B OTBET AnaHy. — Mbl NpuoTUAK ABYX
cnpoTt - Xoseda n PobepTta, poBeCcHMKOB Moero poaHoro Hukons. 4 HavmBHO nonaran, 6yaTto Becb
KolMap ocTancs B npowsioM. 4 He gyman, 4to KaHamaa okaxeTcsi CTONlb MCTUTENbHOW. TeM He Me-
Hee... - XyaH B34OXHYJ U caenasn CeKyHaHyt naysy. - OHa Hawsa MeHsa. OHa 6blsla NepBOKIACCHbBIM
MaroMm... Bnpouem, niobble onpaBaaHMsa 3By4aT XKasiko. S noagasncs ee 3aMellaHHOMY Ha Marmm oda-
pOBaHU0, Hacnywancs Tupag o 6eccMepTMm M BEYHOCTU... - KONAYH NMOMeAnun, npexae 4yem Hawen
CWUNbl BbIFOBOPUTbL, HE OMycKasa rnas: - 8 npuHec B xXepTBy AuaHy. bonee Toro, s cosgan aHToOM Kak
camon [IvaHbl, TaK U MOUX AETeN, B TOM 4ucie npueMHbiX, N gaxe cson cobctBeHHbin! ®aHToM Ouna-
Hbl BO3POAWN K XWU3HW, OCTajibHblE XAa/M CBOEro Yyaca, NMTasiCb SHEpPrnen n NnamMmsaTbio OpUrnMHanoB. 4
3aBs3an cBoero aHToMa Ha cebs camMoro, a OCTajlbHblIX — Ha Hero. To eCTb MOW ABOMHWUK BCELENO
3aBMCEN OT MEHS, XWJ 3@ MOW CYEeT, a OCTasibHble 3aBuUCenun yxe ot Hero. Kpome [InaHbl — OHa TOXe
3aBucena To/JbKO OT MeHs. BOT Takas uernouka.

-Ho 3auem?! - nopa3uncsa Hasap. — Kak Tbl cebe 06bsiCHMA CMbICN 3TUX AenctBuin?! beccmepTtmne -
MOHATHO, HO (DaHTOMbI...

-MHe Bce pasbsicHuna KaHauaa, - ycMexHyncs XyaH. — [Jo cux nop MOMHIO ee BKpaAuuBblA rosoc.
AnaHa yMpeT nilib pu3ndecku, Tbl €e Cpal3y BEPHELLb, N OHa yX€ HUKoraa He rnornbHer. [eteun bec-
CMEepTHbIMU fie/laTb PUCKOBAHHO! BAPYI XEPTBOU CTaHeLb Thl caM? A U3roToBUTb X PaHTOMOB — Je-
710 6s1aroe u 6e3onacHoe. Hy, a cBoi ABOVIHUK... MaJ10 Jin Kak 06epHETCS XU3Hb? Ha BCIKui cyydai.

-Hy n Hy! - BblIAOXHY KOCTS 1 NOTpSAC ronoBon. — He BepUTCH, YTO 3TO NPOUCXOAMI0 CO MHOM!

- 1 He npolwy BepUTb, - pasapa)eHHO OTMaxHysicsa 6ptoHeT. — 8 NpocTo pacckasbiBato. Vtak, AnaHa
OEeNCTBUTENbHO BepHynacb. M cymena OTKPbITb MHe rfna3a Ha npoucxosilee. 3acTaBuia packau-
BaTbCA. A M paHble No4 pyKoBOACTBOM [uMaHbl 3aHMMAncs mMarmen, notoM mMeHsa obyumna Koe-Kakmm
KONMAOBCKUM npueMam KaHawuga... - OH noMonyas, caenas /10TOK OCTbIBLIEro Kakao. — S pacwumpun
rpaHuLbl ncciengoBaHui, yrnybuncs kak B 6enyto, Tak M B YEPHYIO Marmt. DTO OMacCHO, HO YTO A Te-
psn? Bpara Hago 3HaTb B NMUO. B KOHLUE KOHLOB, MHe npuwia B rososy 6esymHas mnges... 4 noge-
nvncsa et ¢ naHon, 1 OHa MeHs noaaeplxana, XoTs ee U ofosieBanm COMHeHus. Mbl co3ganu BOT 3Ty
peasibHOCTb...

-Co3pganu?! — BO3MyTUACS ubiraH. — Bel 60oru, yto nu?!
XyaH HeTepnennBo MaxHyn pPyKoWn:

-Co3paTb MOXelWb W Tbl, 3TO NPOCTO. Bce, 4TO MOXHO NpuAyMaTb, yXe cylecTByeT. Mbl HE B cunax
BOOOpasnTb TO, YeMy HET MecTa BO BceneHHoW, BeAb Mbl — ee yacTmua. Tak YTo Mbl cO34anu 3Ty pe-
anbHOCTb. MMyCTbIHHbIA MUP... B HEM XWUNM TONbKO A U OHa, [naHa. CbIHOBbS 3Hanu AOPOry cioga u
MO/ HaBellaTb Hac. Mbl BbICTPOUAM STOT 3aMOK M Mapy JIeT NpoBenn B CBOe YAOBOJIbCTBME, - Mar
YMOJIK, YCTaBMBLUMCb B KaKyl-TO TOUKY Ha CTO/le, MOTOM 3aroBOpPU/I OTPbLIBUCTO, C OTBpaLleHneM: - U
BOT OJHaX /bl K HaM B rocTu 3asBuicsa a cam! M nosepan 4yynoBuLLHYO uctoputo. Mon, KaHanaa 3a-
Bepluia cBot MecTb. OHa ybuna MoMxX CbIHOBEWN M BO3POAMIA K XU3HU Bcex daHToMoB. MNocne yero
BEpHYy/laCb Ha POAHYIO MiaHeTy.

OnaHa noexwunace. nO-BVI,EI,VIMOMy, OHa OT/IMYHO NOMHWN1a Te AaNneKune AHW...

-Tak Hayasncsa 3ToT yxac. Mon ABOMHUK MbeT MOK XWU3HEHHYIO CUY, HO eMy Mano, Ha HeM eLlle Tpu
¢aHTOMa. M OH MpeBpaTua Hally peanbHOCTb B 34aKoe Ka3uHo! 3aMaHua coga HeKoTOpbIX MHOMAa-
HETHbIX Cyu.lHOCTeVI M NMOCTOAHHO BOBJ1EKAET B CBOUN CETU TaKNX, KakK Ha3ap.
LbiraH noMopLuuacs, cNoBHO OT 3y6Hor 60aun, a XyaH 6e3)kanocTHO Belan:
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-Mocne HUKTO M3 pebsiT He B CUIaxX BCMNOMHUTb, Kak OH WM OHa okasasncs TyT! M3 namsTu cTupaetcs
TaWHCTBEHHbIN GpIOHET, y6eaAuBLLUNI MOABEPrHYTbCS HEKOEMY MarM4yeckoMy puTyany — pagu LyTKu
NN Ans NonyyYeHust Heknx 6acHocnoBHbIX 6nar!

-Ho BO uMMsa yero?! — 3acToHan Hasap, 06xBaTUB rofoBy pyKaMu. — 3a4eM Mbl EMY HYXHbI?!

-OH BacC CTa/IkMBaeT C [AeMOHaMn n 3MesiMK, - N6e3HO OTBeTMN KonayH. — CTpax, cMepTb, 60Mb -
HW3LLAs SHEPrusi, HO ero OHa BMoJIHE ycTpamBaeT. MNnc - 3abaBHOe 3penuiue, aTTpakunoH. C 3nb-
dammn nHauye. OrpoMHbIN BbIBPOC 3HEPrUM COMPOBOXAAET MpeBpalleHne 3nbda B NTULy, a NTULbI B
yenoBeKa.

-A BCe 3TU NI0AN, KOTOPbIe XUBYT TYT NOCTOSAHHO? — CHOBA BMewasncd Hasap. — HanpuMep, unptonb-
HUK, NPUXOAMBLUNI BpUTb Hac B 3aMok? OTKyAa OHWU?

-Tenepb 3Ta peanbHOCTb MaHUT MHOMMX, - Ne4yasbHO O0To3Bancs XyaH. — PaHbwe oHa 6bina poanMHON,
npegHasHa4YeHHOW NuWwb ANns Hac ¢ maHoi, a cenyac... Jlloam 3a4acTylo NnepeMeLwarTcs 13 peasibHo-
CTW B peasibHOCTb COBepLUEeHHO 6ecco3HaTebHO. TOT Xe LMPHIbHUK abCoNOTHO yYBEpPEH, YTO poans-
csa 30ecb! A MOXET, U poAWnNCS... CTO/IbKO JIE€T NPOLUSIO, KTO 3HAeT? H, KOHe4yHOo, MNbiTasics noMeLwaTb
CBOEMY ABOMHUKY... HO Mbl CIMLIKOM CBSi3@aHbl C HMM. [locne og4HOro KpoBaBOro CTO/IKHOBEHMUS MosiBe-
Ka Hasad, MHMUMaTopaMmm KOTOporo 6binn Mbl ¢ lMaHOMW, S CTan Kyda OCTOpoXxHee. Hukakux pesyib-
TaToOB Mbl BCE paBHO He Ao6ununcb, a X035MHY, Kak OH cebs Ha3biBaeT, TakMe ApaMbl TOSIbKO Ha PyKy.
S uyyBcTBYtO cobcTBeHHOe beccunue...

-A Bawun aetn? — Tnxo cnpocun Koctda. — Hy, nyckanm OHU TONbKO (PaHTOMbI... - NApPEeHb 3aMAsCs, NON-
MaB HeodobpuTenbHbIN B3rnsa4 AnaHbl. — TO eCTb... B 06LEM, BaM UX He Xalb?

Bnag cepanto nokocumicsa Ha gpyra. Xanb Hukona?! Kakon raynbeih Bonpoc! 3ameTtns, UYTO KOAYHbS
BHMMAaTE/IbHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero, HoHOLWA MOKPAaCHEes M yCTaBW/CS B CBOKO BCe elle NyCcTyl Tapesky.

-5 3Halo, 0 YeM Tbl AyMaelsb, Bnaa, - MArko nporoBopusa XeHwmHa. ToT He0BO/IbHO MOBEJ MJ1e4YOM,
HMKaK He oTpearmpoBaB. — Ho Hukonsa He Bceraa 6bin TakuM.

-Torga s NpucoeanHsAChb K KocTe: novyemy Bbl HE MOMOXETE eMy?
-Kak BnauLwb, 0O4HOMY U3 HUX Mbl MOMOT/IN...
-A noyemy nmeHHo Xo3zedy? — BcTtaBmn Hasap.

-A KaK nMpuKaxelb UM noMoraTtb?! — pa3o3auncs 4yepHbin Mar. — Cs3aTtb?! poTMB BOINM HE MOMO-
Xewb. Nx Bce ycTpamBaeT. 3a OWMOKN NPUXOANTCS NNaTuTb. HUKTO He NpUHYXXA4an Ux npesBpallaTbCcs
B MOHCTpPOB. [lnaHa octanacb 4Yes0BEKOM, HECMOTPA HM Ha 4TO.

-He noHumMato! - HeoxxnaaHHO B3opBasncs Koctsa. — Bcs aTa KaHUTeNb — M3-3a@ KakKoM-TO TaM aHeprmuun?!
OTOT Ball ABOMHWK NMPOCTO YOKHYTbIN!

XyaH CKJIOHWJT FO/10BY HaboK M MrHOBEHWE NoMeanul.

-YT0 X, OH B CBOEM pOJie HEHOPMaJieH, KOHeYHO. Ho, C ApYyroi CTOpPOHbI, B TBOEN peasibHOCTU, MUbIR
KocTs, NpUYMHON MHOrMX NPECTYyn/IeHUN CTaHOBATCSA AEHbIU, pa3Be HeT?

-[leHbruy, a He sHeprusa! — 3acnopus NnapeHs.b.

KonayH ynblbHyncs:

-A 4YTO Takoe AeHbrMn, 4oporon Mon? DHeprusa! JoBONbHO HU3KasA, ONATb-Taku, HO KOMY YTO...
-Hy, Bbl cpaBHUNn! — dbipkHyNn KocTa. — [eHbru a1o ageHbru! Nx MOXHO nouynaTtb XoTs 6bl...

-N yto pacT Tebe 37O WynaHbe? — Npe3puTenbHO Npoueans YepHbin mar. — CBoero poga gusnyeckoe
HacnaxaeHue, Tak, 4Tto nn?

Ha3ap rpoMKo pacxoxoTasca v gaxe Bnapj He yaepxasncsa oT cMmewka. KocTta 3apaesnca:
-HeT, KOHe4YHO. Ha feHbrM MOXXHO HaKyMnuUTb BCAKOrO...

-MeHHO! — ry6OoKOMbICNEHHO KMBHYN KONAyH. — DTO0 ocobasa obMeHHas BenuumHa. BoT n mMoemy
ABOMHUKY HYXHa Takas obMeHHas BenuumHa, 4Tobbl YyBCTBOBaTb Cebs HE NMPOCTO MOJSIHOLEHHbLIM Ye-
NOBEKOM, a, CKopee, cBepx-4yenoBekoM. He 6yab A ceBefyll B pa3Hbix 06/acTax Mmarmum, oH 6bl NpocTo
BbINW/ MeHS A0 AHa, A cTan 6bl 6eCCNOBECHbIM PecypCoM 3HEPrUK... @ TaK S eMy 3TOro He NO3BOJISIO.
OH 1 Hawen 06X0AHOM NyTb... DHEPrUs — 3TO CMNa U BacTb. A BNaCTb KPYXWUT FOI0BY MHOIMUM...
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Bouapunocb TArocTHoe MosYaHue. XyaH yrpoMo NMoMeluvMBan CTaBllee NeAsHbiM Kakao, a [AnaHa co-
CpeooTOUYEHHO M3y4yana CBOK MUCKY C OCTbIBLUMM OBOLIHbIM CyrnoM. Hasap, packpacHeBLUMIACS U
B3bEPOLUEHHbI, TSXENO0 Abllana U HEPBHO MOCTYKMBAaA MasbLaMu Mo CTONELHMLE.

-Tbl YTO-HUBYAb MOHMMaELWb? — WenHyn KocTsa, obpaluascek kK Bnaay.

-Bce noutn, - xMypo 6ypKHyn TOT. EMy Ka3anocb, 4To ero rosioBa crasaa YyryHHOW, MbIC/IKM NyTaJuCh...
- Mapa BonpocoBs. MoyeMy Tbl CKasan Korga-Tto, XyaH, 4Tto Hasap MoXeT BEpHYTbCs, a Mbl ¢ KocTen —
HeT?

-MoToMy 4YTO TakoBa XepTBa, - Noxasn nnedyamm XyaH. — Bbl oTaaeTe cBoto ByayLlyto XU3Hb U B3aMeH
nony4yaerte beccmeptue daHTOMa.

-OTnaem KoMy?! — 3af0XHYJICSA OT yXaca Bnaa.

-X035MHY, - HexoTs o06bsACHMN Mmar. — lNoTtoMy Bbl 3gecb. Ho Kanamaa, oxuenas ¢aHTOMOB, owmb-
nacbe. OHa caenana eac pabamum peanbHOCTW, @ HE MOKOPHbIMW C/yraMmu MOero ABOMHMKA. XOTsa Morna
6bl...

-MbI He nocTtynuam 6bl Tak ¢ caMmmumm cobomn! — BoamyTunca Kocrs.

-MoueMy xe? — C ropedbld YyCMEXHYNCs KonayH. — lNpeacrtaBb: Tebe obelwatoT 6eccmepTme, nyckam u
B HECKOJIbKO HeobbluHOM dopMe, a B3aMeH — nofapuTb 6yayuwyto xusHe! ECTb 11 oHa, 3Ta byaywas
XW3Hb, Aa U Tbl K 3T0? A beccMepTue — f1akoMoe yrolieHue.

KocTs, 3akycus ryby, 3agyMynBo CMOTpPEST B HEBO3MYTUMOE NMLO XyaHa.
-[a... - HaKoHeL NporoBopus OH TUXO. — S MO Ha 3TO PEeLUnUTbCA...

-A nec obopoTHeNn? — BCMOMHWA BAPYr Bnaa. — Mbl BUAEnn BoAKa C rnasamMum M ronocoMm Hukons wm
rnaHTepy c nosagkamMu [InaHsbl!

[vnaHa B34pOorHyna 1, BCKMHYB roOJIOBY, MPOH3M/Ia NapHsa ropswmM B3rfnsaoM, CIOBHO Hadesick ucrne-
nenuTb Ha MecTe. KOHOLWa He CTyweBancs — B KpoBM 6ypnun aapeHanvH, 6eweHo KonoTunoch cepa-
ue, u ans cTpaxa MecTa He 0CTanoch.

-Marnyeckme AenCTBMA MOJSIHbI 3arafoK, - MeyasnbHO 06bsScHMN XyaH. — YepHble puTyasbl COCTOAT
CMJIOWb M3 TOHYAMLIMX HIOAHCOB. YNYCTULWb YTO-HUOYAb — M MOXET PYXHYTb BCS CxeMa. DTU 060poT-
HWU — nepBas HeyaaBLUadACd MNnonbiTKa TBOPEHUA. MHe yAOanoCb OrpaHnynTb UX NeEpenBUXEHNE Oonpe-
AeneHHOoM 061acTbio, KOTOPYO Ha3biBatoT cenyac Jlecom O60poTHEN.

Bnag coaporHyncsa. Heyaaswascsa nonbiTka TBopeHus? CrpawHas dopmynuposka! MoryT nm cyu-
TaTbCs 3TW CO34aHUSA XUBbIMN? XOTH 6bl B TOM MeEpe, B KOTOPOW XUBOW 4YyBCTBYeT ceba JunaHa?

Hasap 6yaTo npoyen ero MbiCiu.

-A OHM UCNbITbIBAKOT KaKMe-To aMOLUMKN? — 0CBEeLOMUIICS OH, BNEpuB B JINLIO XyaHa nMbiIaoWmMin B3rNaa
YepHbIX Bblpa3nTesibHbIX nas.

-KTO — OHWU? — YTOYHW Mar.

LibiraH BCnbIXHYN U, oT6pocmB candeTKy, cepanTo BOCKIMKHY:

-Tbl NpeKpacHo noHsAN, kTo! TBOW HeyAaBLIMECS TBOPEHUSA — OHU YTO-HMOYAb YYBCTBYIOT?
XyaH HaxMypuscsl, KOCTSLWKK ero nanbues nobenenm ot HanpsXeHus.

-Bo-nepBbix, He Mou, a KaHauAabl - puTyan BbiNOMIHAMA OHa. A BO-BTOpPbIX, s HE 3HAl0, - CAEPXKAHHO
CKkasan oH, 6eccTpacTHO B3rNsaHyB Ha cobeceaHuka. — 1 He 060poTeHb M TeM 6osiee He haHToM.

-Tak BOT CnefoBasno cHayana y3HaTb, YTO WUCMbITLIBAKOT NIIOAM B 3TOM NMPU3PadyHOM 06/IMKE, @ MOTOM
kongoBaTtb! — oTpe3an Hasap. Hos3apw ero 4yTb B34EpHYTOro Hoca noaparvBanu U pasgyBanucb OT
CYOOPOXHOIO TSXKENIOro AbIXaHWUS.

HakoHel 3arosopwunia u [naHa. HeToponnvMBO OT/IOXWMB BUAKY (XOTS M cyn, M canaTt 6biav no-
NpexXHeMy HeTPOHYTbI), XEHLWHA NPOU3HEecaa, NpMYeM roaoc ee 3ByYan Kak NpPOCTYXXEHHbIN:

-[loporoii Manb4ymK, He Tebe umTaTb nponoseau. MoBepb, B CBOE BpeMsa s ycrena 06bACHUTb XyaHy
BCIO aMOpPa/ibHOCTb €ro NnocTynka. M s 6bi1a He CNMLIWIKOM CAEpXaHa B NposABEHUM SMOLUNA...

Haszap nokpacHen, a Bnag v KocTa C yxMblnKoW nepernsHynncb, Boobpasus naBuHy rHesa, obpy-
WwnBLWYOCA Ha beaHary-konayHa napy CToneTmin Hasah. HaBepHsika 3Ta cTpacTtHas ocoba BecbMa ro-
psiv0 Bblpasufia CBOe MHeHue No noBoay cobcTBeHHOM MeTamopdo3bl...
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-fa n Booblie, B AaHHbLIN MOMEHT cTOuUT Apyras npobnema, - nedanbHo aobasun XyaH, noyemy-To
B3rNsiHyB Ha Bnaga.

MNapeHb HEBOMBHO HAaCTOPOXMUACS U rpyboBaTo CApPOCUIT:

-4Tto ewe 3a npobnema??

-Tbl fonXKeH ybuTb MeHs, - MoMosi4YaB, MpadHO MOSICHWUA Mar.

Bnaa B He4OyMeHMKM yCTaBW/ICS Ha Hero, abContoTHO YBEPEHHbIN, YTO OCAbIWAaNcs.
-4YT0 A fOoMMKeH caenaTb? — U3YMJIEHHO NEPECnpoOCK OH.
-Tbl-O0JIXKEH-YBEUTb-MEHSA, - pa3aenbHO noBTOopua XyaH.

Bnaa, HM4ero He noHmmas, obepHyncsa k Kocte ¢ Hazapom. Te B3uMpanun Ha Hero ¢ OAMHaAKOBbLIM yAMB-
NleHneM. BbInpsAMMBLUNCD, tOHOLIA CHOBa MOCMOTpen Ha XyaHa. YepHblii Mar Kasancs rpycrHbiM, HO
COBEpPLUEHHO Cepbe3HbIM, @ B AHTApPHO-Kapux rnasax ero Bo3ntobneHHon ceeTunacb 60/b.

-Tbl cowen c yMa, - Koe-kak B3aB cebs B pyKW, XJIaAHOKPOBHO 3asiBUN Brag v npuHANCa SpoCTHO
paspe3aTbh KYPUHYH HOXKY, XOTS anmneTuT npornan Hauncto. — Thbl NepeBosiHoBasncs. bbiBaer.

XyaH nokayasn rosioBoi U BbIMy4YeHHO Y/bIGHYCS:

-HeT, a BnonHe HopmaneH. MNpocTto s obewan Tappy YHUUTOXUTb CBOEro ABOWMHWKa. A caenatb 3TO
MOXHO IMLWb OAHUM CNOCO6OM — yb6MB MeHS. S — UCTOYHWUK €ro XM3HW, a TakKXKe XU3HEN OCTallbHbIX
¢daHTOMOB.

Bnan 3amep, emy BApyr caenanocb AywHo. 5ecnoMoLlHOo B3rnsHyB Ha Apy3en (Hy CKaXuTe XOTb YTo-
HMO6yAb!), NapeHb pasapaxKeHHO MonHTepecoBasics:

-Myckan Tak, HO NOYEMY Ha ponb ybuiubl Tbl Bbibpan MeHsa?!
B ouepenHoli pa3 B34OXHYB, XyaH ONMyCTWUA B3rAs84 U MPUHSNCSA n3y4yaTb COAEPXKMMOE CBOEN Tapenku.

-MoHMMaewb, 9 Beab 6eccMepTeH... Y6UTb MeHs HenpocTo. Takasa 3aJava noA cuny Nvb Nogo6HOMY
MHE, TO ecTb 6ecCMepTHOMY.

-51 He 6eccMepTHbIN! — BbIKpUKHYN Bnag, co 3/10CTbio 0TOPOCUB HOX.

-Ho ecTb 04HO 3aK/IMHAHME... - MpoAoIXKaN Mar, He obpallas Ha napHa BHMMaHUA. — Mo ABOMHUK He
3HaEeT, YTO CTO JIeT Ha3aa A BbINOJHUA ero — nHave 6e3 pa3ayMbsa YHUUTOXWI 6bl TEGS.

-YTO ewe 3a 3aK/IMHaHME? — C OMackoi 3aaan Bonpoc Bnag, Bo pTy ero pasoM nepecoxsio.

XyaH MoAHAN rosioBy. YepHble rnasa nbilany IMxopaAoyHbiM BO36yXAeHWEM, U 3TO 6bi1I0 eAUHCT-
BEHHbIM MPU3HAKOM BOJIHEHMSA — BblpaXXeHUE L@ 0CTaBanoCb 6€CCTPacTHbIM.

-beccmepTHbI MOXET co3haTh CBOEro nasada. M atot nanaud - Tbl, Bnaa.

TuxoHbko oxHyn Kocts, npobopmMoTan HeEBHATHOE NpoknsTMe Hasap, a Brnaa owyTun fierkyro TOWHO-
Ty.

-CTo neT Hasaj, Koraa Tbl COBepluas CBOW YepHblid Marnyeckuii putyan, s elle He poaunca! — c Tpy-
[lOM COXPaHsis OCTaTKM caMoobiagaHus, 3aMeTun Holwa.

-Ho A 3Han, yto Thl Korga-HMbyAb poAULILCA, - MOXaj naedyamu XyaH, pacCesiHHO MourpbiBas BUJI-
KOW. — bonee TOro, 8 3Hasn, YTO Thbl HEMPEMEHHO OKaXeLlbCs B 3TOW peanbHOCTH.

HeT, ero cnokoricTteme HeBbiHOCMMO! Bnaa neperHyncsa yepes cTon, ONpokuAabiBas cyaku n bnogua, u
XpUnJo npowenTan:

-3HauuT, caMm ybuiuen ctan u U3 MeHs Takoro e caenaTtb xodewsb?! He Boiaet! Kctatn, a AnaHon
CBOEN ToXe noxepTteyewb? OnaTe? OHa Beab haHTOM, Kak n Hukona ¢ komnaHmen!

XyaH nobrneaHen, ctaB MoxXoXuWM Ha MepTBeua. [vaHa, B3ApPOrHyB, YyTb MOBEPHY/A rOIOBY, OAHAKO
NpoTMB OBObIKHOBEHMSI MpoMosYana.

-Pe3oHHOe 3ameuaHune! - Haszap BnepBble NocCie CTpallHOM HOBOCTM 3aroBopun BCAyX. — YTo cka-
xXeuwb, XyaH?

O6papoBaBlUNCL NoAAepXKe, Bnag cHOBa OTKWHYJICS Ha CMUHKY CTyfna W, CUENUB PyKM Ha rpyawm,
BNUNCA B 6E€3XXU3HEHHOE NMLIO KOAYHA FOpSALLINM BOCMasiEHHbIM B3r/ISA0M.

-4 aymato, cyp,b6a [OwnaHbl 6onblie He 3aBUCUT OT MeHs. Tak 4To NMOBTOPHO 4 HE MNMpegam ee.
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-CtpaHHo! MNouyeMy xe 6onblie He 3aBUCUT? — BbI3bIBAOLWLMM TOHOM 6pOCU LbIraH.
ToHkue rybbl XyaHa ApOrHyn B oTAasieHHOM noaobum ynblbkn. YnblibHynacb 1 AnaHa.
-MOTOMY UTO B TE€YEHNE MHOIMMX CTONETUN A JIIOOUN ITY XKEHLLUUHY.

- 4yT0? — He noHsan Bnaa, cOUTbIN C TOIKY MX HEMOHSATHLIM BECENbEM.

-JTlo6oBb cnocobHa pa3pywatbh U CTPOUTb... - Me4yTaTeNlbHO MPOTAHYN XyaH, rnsaas Kyaa-To B Mpo-
CTpaHCTBO. — Paau no6BM MAyT Ha XepTBbl, OCTAlOT 3Be34y C Heba... n — AapsaT ayuy.

-YT07?!
Mar KuHyn:

-IMeHHO. BepHee, He Aywy, a ckopee UcKpy BeyHocTn — To, Yero nuweHbl daHToMbl. JTlo60Bb MOXET
3axeub MUTUIb MOTYXLEN UK MPOCTO HE3AXIKEHHOM CBEYUM.

- Tbl cuMTaelwb, YTO MMEHHO 3TO M NMPOU30LLNO? - HAacynuncsa Bnag.

-9 3Hato! — pe3ko nepebun ero XyaH, NposiBNAsis NpuU3HaKM HeTepneHus. — [lMaHa ewe He YenoBek,
HO yXXe M He daHToM. OHa 6yaeT XuTb... AaxXKe Koraa 8 ympy, - nocnegHsas dpasa npo3By4ana Kak
6yaTto yepes cuny. KongyH nomMmonyan n genaHo-HebpexHo cnpocui: - NTtak, TBOW OTBET?

-A Xo3zed? Kak Ha cyeT Hero? — He ycrnokausasncs Bnag.

-Xo3ed Tenepb 3aBmMcKT OT Muwenb. He Nnpocn MeHs 06bACHUTL B NOAPOBHOCTAX BCHO CUMCTEMY Mpu-
YMHHO-CNeACTBEHHbIX CBA3er npoucxoaswero. Ha ato ywno 6bl CAMWKOM MHOMo BpeMeHu... OTyactm
Xo3ed, KoHeuHO, BCe elle 3aBMCUT OT XO03sIMHA, HO UCKPEHHEEe YyBCTBO, KOTOopoe 6eaHas AeBoYka
NUTaeT K bbIBLLUEMY CTpaxy, HE MOr/10 He CO34aTb TOHYANMLLYIO CBA3YIOWY HUTb. DTOFO AO/HKHO XBa-
TUTb, UTO6LI XKo3ed ocTtancs XuB.

«lloTomy 4TO Aypoyka Muwenb B camom gese nobut Tebsi! 1o 6b1710 YyMHO, BECbMa yMHO 04apoBaTth
MasbIlWKy, - BCMOMHUAUCL Bnagy cnoBa Xo3siMHa. - TBoS cyAbba — B pyKax pbIXXeBOJIOCOM rpesiecT-
HUUbI. EAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO 51 MOIr — JINLINTL TE6ST (PU3NYECKOrO S3KBUBAJIEHTA SHEPINMU, TO €CThb MULLUN>.

-NTak, TBOW OTBET? — NOTOPONWU/ OHOLWY XyaH.

«3TO npocTo 6e3ymume!» - owenoMneHHo nogyman Bnaa v, nNogHABLUMCH, CBEPXY BHM3 XOJIOAHO MO-
CMOTpen Ha Mara 1 OTYeT/IMBO MPOroBOPUII:

-HeTt. 3anoMHu, XyaH, HeT. Hukoraa. {1 He cTaHy ybuinuein!

M, pa3BepHyBLUNCb, OH TOPOM/IMBO MOKUHYJ CTOIOBY!HO.
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InaBa 24. CoMHeHUS

KocTa gorHan gpyra TO/IbKO Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe.

-CToit! — BOCK/MKHY/ OH, BLENMMBLUMCL B nie4yo Bnagma. MNocnegHuit pesko obepHynca, M KocTs
B3ZPOrHyJ, YBUAEB €ro MCKaXXeHHoe 1nLO.

-Yero Tebe? - BblAOXHYN Bnaa. — Xoyewb cka3aTtb, YTO pa3 XyaH NpOCKA MeHS CaM, 3HAYUT, 3TO He
byaet ybmnmncrteom? Xoyelb HANOMHUTb, YTO A Knancsa youtbs Hukona? N Snb3y?

-HeTt, - ycnokoun Kocta. — 8 n cam knsancs ybutb MHOMMX... YTo KacaetTcs Db3bl... 3TO AES0 ApYroe.
A noHuMalo.

Bnaa B34OXHYN U FPYCTHO YNbIGHYICS:

-Cnacmbo, gpyxuwie... cnacmbo, - OH HEMHOIO NMOMO/Yasna, MNOTOM OCTOPOXHO CNpocu: - A KaK Tbl CaM
aepxunbes?

-B kakoM cMmbicne? - yamsuncsa Koct4.

-Tbl y3Han, uto y Tebsa c PobepTom obuiee npowsoe, U Tbl MPUKOBAH K 3TOW peasibHOCTU... @ Tbl TaK
CMOKOEH 1 paBHOAYLLEH!

-5l NpOCTO He Bepto, - C YCMELLKOW MOSICHUA npuaTens. — S Buaen PobepTa KaxAabli AeHb Ha NpoTs-
XKEHUWN AONTNUX Heaenb, S MOr KOCHYTbCS ero — U s BUXy cebs. Mbl - pasHble noan. A 3aayMbiBaTbCs
rnybxe s He xouy U He byay. 3auem?

-Tbl Npas, - KMcno oreeTun Bnaa. — Xanb, 9 He MOry Tak...
XXX

Muwenb 6bina BCe ewe ovyeHb 6neaHa, M BECHYLWKM Ha ee BhnanbiX WeKax NpocTynuam OoTYeTIUBEE.
JIMuo 3a0CTpUIoChb, OCYHYNOCb, @ HEKOrAa MCKPUCTO-PbIKME BOJIOChI pacCbinasanucb Mo MoayllKke He-
YXOXXeHHOM 6ypor KOMHOW.

MpuceBwnin Ha NyduK y AMBaHa Bnag xmypo paccMmaTpuBan Bo3ntbneHHyk XKoseda, 6eckpoBHbie
rybbl KOTOPOWN CUAUANCH YbIGHYTBCSA FOCTAM.

-Kak Tbl? — HakoHeL cnpocun napeHb. B nobor Apyron MOMEHT OH HenpeMeHHO NOCoYYyBCTBOBas Obl
HecYacCTHOM NMeHHMLUe, O4HaKO HeJaBHAS HOBOCTb XyaHa 3aTMmna coboto Bce.

Muwenb npoBena TOHKOM XYLI,OVI NnagoHbKO MO CNyTaHHbIM BOJIOCaM U, TUXOHbKO B3AOXHYB, NMpuU3Ha-
Nnacb:

-OueHb Kpy>XuTCca ronosa. N xoyeTtcs ecTb.
-Tebs He HAaKOPMUNU? — HEMeASIeHHO BCTPsi/1 KoCTsl, pacnonoXuBLINCE C APYroi CTOPOHbI KPOBaTy.

-4 nuna Kpenkuit 6ynboH, - BANO MNOACHWAA AeBYyLWIKa W, NOMaB HelOyMeHHbIe B3rnaabl Apy3en, A0-
6aBuna: - bonblwe Henb3s Noka. A gonro ronoaana.

Bouapunocb HenoBkoe mMonyaHue. Mbicnn Bnaga BepTenncb BOKpYr yTpeHHel 6ecefbl, U OH He B CU-
nax 6bl1 COYMHUTL TEMY AN HEMPUHYXAEHHOro pasrosopa. KocTs, Hukoraa He obnaaaswnii ocobeH-
HbIM KpacHOpe4yMeM, CMYLLEHHO MOKYCbIBasl HUXHIOK ryby M BHO CTapancs MXopafoyHO npuayMaTb
KaKyl-HM6YAb OCTPOYMHYIO persinky.

-OTAbIXal... - Mpa4yHo 06poHMN Bnaa MUHYT NSTb CNYCTS, NMOHUMAs, YTO HUYEro MyTHOrO CErofaHs He
CKaXeT.

KocTa, nocnenosas npumepy apyra, c obneryeHnem NOAHANCH W NMpon3HecC C HaMFpaHHOVI BECENO-
CTblO:

-0a, He 6ygem mewaTb! Cnu!

Muwenb rpycTHO CMOTPEsia Ha HUX:

-f1 Beab gaxe TONKOM He nobnarogapwuna Bac.  NpocTto He B cebe... Bbl — HAaCTOsILLME pblLapu.
Bna,q CKENTUYECKN YCMEXHYJICA, a KocTtsa CaMoA0BOJ/IbHO KUBHY !

-2T0 To4YHO! KcTatu, a 3a 4To Thl yroausa B Nnoa3eMenbe?

Bnapg TKHYJ1 €ro J0KTeEM, HO ono3aasl — BOMNpocC 6bin 3apaH. CBeTnbie rnasa AEBYLWKW BCNbIXHYJIX, Ha
LeKax BnepBblie NMNOABUNICA HAMEK Ha pyMAHEL...
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-5l He cMorna MCMosHWUTbL CBOW AONT XPpWUbl N06BKU, - HAKOHEL, LWenHyna HecbbiBwascs retepa. — K
TOMY XE€... MHE XOTE/I0Cb NpUHaANeXaTb TONIbKO eMY.

-XXo3edy? - nanHyn B odyepegHon pa3 KocTta wu, ycnbiwae CTOH Bnaga, He4OYMEHHO MOKOCWJICA Ha
npusaTens: - fla 4to 8 Takoro cnpocun-to?! HopmanbHbIn Bonpoc!

Muwenb cnabo ynbibHynach:

-KoHeuHo, s umena B Buay XKoseda. [a n Boobuwe, 9 noknsnack cebe, 4To MMEHHO OH 6yneTt nep-
BbIM.

Ha nuuax rocren oTpasunocb CTO/ib HEAOBEPUMBOE YAUBEHME, YTO AEBYLIKA NPe3puTenbHO dbipK-
Hysa.

-Hey>To Bbl nonaranu, 6yaTo 8 cornawycb NpoBECTU MepBYy HOYb IHO6BM B TOM KOLUMApHOM 3aMKe,
roe B Kaxzow TeHn mepewmncs Hukonsa n PobepT? Bbl NpoCcTo HE MOHMMaeTe, Kakne OTHOLIEHUS CBS-
3bIBatOT Hac ¢ Xo3edoMm. OH Begb... OH HE COBCEM YeNI0BEK, KaK OH npu3Hancs. NosToMy OH ApYroWn:
B YEM-TO XYyX€, HAaBEpPHOE, HY a B YeM-TO — HECOMHEHHO COBeplleHHee Bac, pebsTta. [Ana daHToMOB
3MOUNM ropasao BaxkHee (U3MYECKOro yAoBOAbCTBMA. PaHTOMbl MHA4Ye 4YyBCTBYIOT. YX $1-TO 3Halo.
[MoBepbTe.

-Bce-Taku A nownblin Yenosek, - obeckypaxeHo pestommposan Kocta. — CoBepLIEHHO UCMOPYEHHbIN.
XXX
HaBecTuTb XKo3eda okazanocb NCUXONOMMYECKN MPOLLE.

OH cepaeyuHOo ynbIGHYNCS FOCTSM U, XOTS BbIFSAeN Mo-npexHeMmy 6neaHblM U UCTOLLEHHbIM, 6bin 60-
nee 6oapbiM, 4yeM Muwens.

-OueHb pag Bac Bmaetb! U 6narogapto 3a cnaceHue.

-Bcero nuwb pacnnatunucb 3a cobcTBeHHbIM nober, - noxan naedyamu Bnag, npucaxxuBasicb Ha KpaW
nocTenu.

-Kak Muwens? - Bblaepxas nay3sy, cnpocun Xosed. — XyaH ckasasn, oHa 3[4€eCb...
KocTts 1 Bnag obMeHsanmMcb B3rnagamu.

-OHa B nopsgke, - otBetmn KocTta mn, He yaepkaBwucb, ocBegoMuncsa: - A XyaH — AeNCTBUTENbHO
TBOM NpUEMHbIN oTeL,?

Mo Nuuy 6bIBLIEro cTpaxa NpoMesibKHyNa TeHb.
-[1a, - Cyx0 OTO3BasIiCs OH. — XOTSA 1 3TOr0 MOYTM HE MOMHI0. DTO 6bI10... C/IMLIKOM AABHO.

-A rnoyemy Tbl OCTasncsa ¢ X039MHOM, @ He BEPHYJ/CA K XyaHy? — npogoskan gonbitbiBaThca Kocta. — U
Tbl, n PobepT, n Hukona? XyaH npuHsin 6bl Bac.

Xozed ncnoanobbs B3rnsHya Ha Hero:

- cnuwkoM 3aBucen oT Xo3siMHa. W noToMm, 5 Beab He yenoBek. 1 He YyBCTBYK CBOEWN CBSA3U C Xya-
HOM. S gaxke OTLOM ero HasbiBaTb He Mory. Korga 6bi1 4yenoBekoMm, MOr, a Tenepb He MOry, - OH Mo-
MoJiyas, NOTOM CO B34OXOM pe3toMmpoBas: - MITak, HacKosIbKO 9 MOHWUMAKo, OH YCres BaM BCe paccka-
3aThb...

-Oaxe 6onblie, YeM MHe XoTenocb 6bl, - MpayHoO nMpu3Hanca Bnag u, npeasocxuiwias sonpoc, aoba-
BuN: - Mo cnosamM TBOEro NMpMEeMHOro nano4yku, 8 AO/KEeH ctaTb ero ybuinuen. Munas npocbba, He
HaxoAunwWb?

MNapeHb NoCTapasncs Beceno YCMEeXHYTbCs, HO Yy/blbKka Bbiwa danblMBON U BbIMyYeHHON. Bce yTpo
OH MbITANICA MbICNIEHHO NpUMepUTb 06pa3 ybuliubl, HO B UTOre NpuLesn K BbIBOAY, YTO HMKaKas BbICO-
Kas uenb He CMOET KpOBaBblli oTneyaTok. Bnag He ocobeHHO Bepun B apdekT «bymepaHra», He Ay-
Man, 6yaTo Kaxabli NpoCTyrnoK 6beT NPOBUMHMBLUErOCS TEM Xe OpyXumeM, He 60s1Csa HakalaHusa Ka-
KUX-TO BbICLUMX CWU/I... U BCE-TakKu, BCe-TakMw...

-l HMYero He NoHWMal, - HeAOYMEHHO nporoBopua Xosed, Ha ero xyaoM 61eAHOM JINLE 3acTbl10
HeJ0BEepPUYMBO BbipaxeHue. MpuMepHo Tak XXe CMOTpesn caM Bnaa Ha XyaHa, Koraa BrnepBble yC/bllian
pOKOBYO AN cebst HOBOCTb. — Koro Tbl cobupaelbes youTs?

KocTs HacMewnueo dbIpKHY, a Bnaa pasosnuncs:

-[a HuKoro 9 He cobupatocb yo6umBaTb! 310 XyaH Boo6pa3na MeHs B Takon ponu!
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N oH BKpaTue nepeckasan yTpeHHWuI pasroBop. K KOHUY ANMTENbHOro MOHOJora y toHowun céunocb
AbIXaHWe, U OH YMOJIK 6yKBanbHO Ha MoJyC/I0BE.

-Hy n Hy! - BocknnkHyn Xozed. — KTo 661 MOr nogyMaTb... Kak yAa4yHO, YTO MOS XWU3Hb 3aBUCUT OT-
HblHE OT APYroro 4yesioBeka...

-OT Muwenb, - NoOHMMalLWe ynblbHYcs KoCTs, N ero HeCKo/bKO 3aroBOpLiMLKas YCMeLlKa OKOH4Ya-
TenbHO BbiBena Bnaga v3 cebs.

-MpekpaTtn xoxoTaTb! O4YeHb CMeLWHO!

-[a k1o xoxouyeT-10?! — Bo3MyTuncs Kocts. — Tbl 4TO, CAblWKWb MOW cMex?! B Takom cnydae, y Tebs
roKKY, apyxuue!

Bnag HMYero He OTBETUN, NNLLb OKUMHYN NMPUATENS CEPANTLIM B3r1S40M U OTBEPHY/ICS.
-YT1o MewaeT Tebe ncnonHUTb Npocbby XyaHa? — nokonebaBLLINCb, OCTOPOXHO 3agan sonpoc Xosed.

-Kak - uyt0?! — oT noTpsiceHus Bnag He cMOr oTbiCKaTb MOAXOASLWMNA A0OBOA. — Tbl Xouelwb, YTOb6bI A
ybun TBOEro oTua, Nyckam n He poaHOro?

-HeT, — MsAArko ycnokowna AIMHHOBONOCKLIN 6ptoHeT. — A He K TOMYy KJIOHt. [1pocTo noHuMaewsb, Bnag,
S C/IMWLIKOM MHOrO€ nepexus, CAUWKOM A0Ar0 XWBY, 4TObbl NyraTbCsa YbeW-TO CMEPTU... Aa, OH MOU
oTel, HO, Kak f1 yXe rosopus, 3T1o 6b1710 CAMWKOM AaBHO. Tenepb s He TOT XKo3ed. M noTtom, xena-
HVUe yMepeTb NpuUHaanexuT eMy. TakoBo ero npaso. S xe crnpawwnsato Tebs o gpyrom: yTto Tebe Me-
waeT youtb? MHe AEeNCTBUTENIbHO NMHTEPECHO.

-Bce-Takun noam B MOeN peanbHOCTU 3HaUUTENbHO 6osiee pa3BuTbie, YEM 3[elLHee HaceseHne, — BCe
eule owesioMmsieHHo npobopmoTan Bnag. — J1lobon MOM 3HAKOMbIA MOHAN Obl, UTO MEHS yAEpPXXUBAET OT
TaKoro «nycrsaka», kak ybuincrso.

-TopbMa, - exnaHo BctaBun Kocrs.
Bnaa c ApocTbio 06epHYACs K HEMY:
-Yyuwb! He Tonbko 370!

-1 NpOCTO MbiTalOCb pas3psAMTb aTMocdepy, - MPUMUPUTENBHO CKasas BbIBLUMA COKYPCHUK. — A MOHU-
Mato, He becucn.

-Hy, xopowo, nyckai s He Tak pa3BuUT, KakK JIlo4M B Ballel peasbHOCTM, HO BCE Xe — MPOCBETU MeHs!
— HEMHOro HacMewwnmBo nonpocun Xosed.

-5 He Xo4uy CTaHOBWUTbCHA ybunuen. S HuMKorga HUKoOro He ybman. Ml He roBopu, YTO BCE KOrga-To
cnydyaeTcs Bnepsblie!

-Ho 3710 Tak, - rybbl 0cBO60XXAEHHOIO NJIEHHMKA TPOHYa cnabas ynbibka.
Bnaa MOTHY/ ron0BOWN:

-Hy, y>x HeT! 8 He cobupatoCb HMKOrO Y4YMUTb XXU3HU, N HE XOYYy MOKa3aTbCH 3aHYAOW, HO MO3BOJIbTE
MHE XWTb No-cBoemy!

anEMHbIVI CbIH XyaHa CMOTpPEN Ha Hero Co CtpaHHbIM 4yBCTBOM, C/IOBHO CUNTUJICA OTbICKATb B J1MLE
cobecegHnka 06bsACHEHME KAaKMM-TO CBOMM MbICNSIM:

-MoxeT 6bITb, Tbl MPOCTO He cnocobeH Ha ybuiicteo? CMenocTn He xBaTaeT?

-CnocobeH 1 o4yeHb Jaxke xBaTaeT, - 0bmxeHHO Bo3pasun Bnaa. — Bce 3aBUCUT OT 06CTOSATENLCTB.
Hanpumep, 5 Mor 6bl y6uTb, 3aiMLLIascb UM BCTYNUBLUNCD 3@ KOro-HUbyab...

-Ho Tbl Kak pa3 3awumulaelwb! B KakoM-To CMbICHE...

-IMEHHO UTO «B KaKOM CMbICNe», - NOBbICUS FON0C NapeHb. — ONacHOCTb A0XKHa 6biTb 6€3yCNOBHOMN.
Bcnneck agpeHanuHa B KpoBU, SpOCTb, CTpax, U Tbl YXe AeACTBYeLlb NHCTUHKTUBHO...

XKosed 3aayMunBo nokayasa rosoBo:

-0a, Mbl c TO6ON O4YeHb pa3Hble. 3Haelb, CKOMbKUX N0AEN 9 AUWKWA XU3HK? Ewe 6yayumn venose-
KOM?

Bnag nepenepHyn naedyamu, OWwyTUB NPUCTYN TOLWHOTLI, @ KOCTA CNpocui ¢ XaAHbIM NH060MbITCTBOM:

- ckonbknx? U 3a 4t0?
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-He MeHble naTepbiX, - XJaAHOKPOBHO coobwmnn Xo3ed M, MOMOPLUMBLUMCL, NPOAOIKMI: - 3@ YTO S
nx yéun? He nomHto. Toraa 66y B Moae Aya/u.

-Tbl X0o4ewb y6eanTb MeHs NocnefoBaTb TBOEMY MpUMepy? — XOJI0AHO MouHTepecoBancs Bnaa, noa-
HMMasCb Ha HOMM U CBepXy BHU3 rnsaas Ha Xoseda. - Cnacnbo 3a COBET, HO S Kak-HMbyab oboliaych!

-Tebe 6yaer Henerko cosnaaath ¢ XyaHoM, - B3A0OXHYB, npeaocreper Xosed.
XXX

MpoLwo Heckosbko aHel. Bce 310 Bpems Bnag ctapaTtenbHo nsberan XyaHa: oben npuHocun Kocts,
a CTaBLUME MPUBbLIYHBIMKU E€XEeAHEBHbIE TPEHWPOBKM MapeHb MPOCTO MpOoMycKasa, oTnpaBisscb bec-
uenbHo 6poanTb Mo Napky.

MpnbnnxkeHne BeCHbl COBCEM He OLYLanocb, U caj No-NMpexHeMy OKyTbiBasa rycras nejeHa cHera.
Babixasi MOPO3HbIA M OCTPbIN, PEXYLMA HOCOTOTKY BO34yX, Bnaa XxMypo naMmepsasn waramum yTonato-
wune B 6enom nyxy anasem u ynpssMo UrHOPMpOBas HOLME OT Xosioda nanblbl U A0 KPOBM MnoTpe-
CcKaBLunecs ryboi.

OaHaxkabl K HEMY npucoegmHunca AeMoH. HOHOWa McKoca rAsHY/ Ha MOXOXEero Ha rnepesinByaTtyto
AbIMKY HE3BaHOrro CryTHMUKa U HeL0BONbHO Hacynuica. Ewe oavH Hawernca! Toxe noy4vaTtb 6y,qu...

-Xouy BblkasaTb CBOK MOAAEPXKKY, - BHe3anHo 3asBun CBUHr, U Bnaa HegoBepuyMBO MOCMOTPEN Ha
Hero. — A Tebs NoHUMato. 1 1 caM OUYYTUJICS B MOXOXKEM MOSTOXKEHUMN. ..

-B cMbicne? - cunabIM NPOCTY>XEHHbIM FO/I0COM crnpocun Brag v pa)ke OCTaHOBWSCH, OXBaYeHHbIN
TPEBOron 1 HageXxa0m oAHOBPEMEHHO.

-Mowv npeansl U NpUHUMNBI HE MO3BOMSIOT MHE CyLleCTBOBaTb Ha 3TONM niaHeTe nNogo6HO MOUM COpo-
Andam. Kak Bcakuii obutatenb YepHbix [blp 9 BNMTan Mopanb CBO6OAbI, BCEraa W € U TOMbKO
€10... HO Wb NpMbbIB CloAa, MOHSA, YTO Noj CBO60AOM MOXHO MOHUMaTbh COBEPLUEHHO pa3Hble BEeLUW.

-A npu 4yem 3gecb cBoboaa? — He noHs Bnaa.
,D,EMOH B3AOXHYJ, N 3TOT MHOIOrono0cChbIin B340X HanoMunHan NnopbiB BETPA:

-Mou copoanuu nonaratT, 6yATO Mopanb cBO60AbI MO3BOMSET OTKa3aTbCA OT Kakux-nnbo npasun m
HOpM. JTto60oM NOCTynoK onpaBAaH. S ToXe NpUAEPXUBASICA TaKOro MHEHUS, MOKa XWu B YepHbIxX Obl-
pax.. Ho TyT BCce MHauye. Xu3Hb Ha 3eMiie C/AUWIKOM XpYrKa, a rpaHb mexay 6obitmem un HebblTueM
noyTu He3puma. MiMer Nn 9 NpaBo CaMOBOJIbHO pa3pbiBaTbh TOHYAMLLINE HUTU, CBSA3bIBAIOLLME XU3Hb U
cMepTb? He 3Hato...

N oH cHoBa B3AOXHYJ1, U B 3TOM €ro B340Xe 6b1N10 CTONBKO MYUYUTENIbHOIO COMHEHUA, YTO Bnaa, Ha
BpeMsA BbIHbIPHYB U3 6e3aHbl CBOEro OoT4HadAHUA, C HEBOJIbHbIM nto60onbITCTBOM cripocuin.

-A Kak TaM, B YepHbix [Obipax? Bce no-gpyroMy? XusHb He Takas xpynkas?

CBMHI KOPOTKO paccMesica M BCKUHYN FofioBYy, MOACTaBNAsA cepebpuctoe npuspayHoe NnLo XONoAa-
HbIM Jly4aM 3UMHEro CosiHua.

-TaM BCe MHaye... BCEe... 3TOro He onmcaTb C NOMOLLbI0 Bawwnx cnos! XK1U3Hb TeYET Ha YPOBHE 3HEeprum
W MbICNN... OKpY>XatoLasa AeNCTBUTENIbHOCTb MEHSETCS MOYTU MOCTOSIHHO, NoA BO3AEWCTBMEM TeX Xe
MbICAEN... N KaxAbll, KaXxablh NPUHUMAET yvyacTme B npoLlecce co3naaHmnsa! Tbl MOXeLb BOSIE BOO6-
pa>keHUs NpoYepTUTb JIMHUIO FTOp, KTO-HUOYAb ApPYron no3gHee rMoKPOET MX KPOMKOWM cHera... AX, 4To
s roBopto?! Y Hac HeT rop v cHera, HO BallKM C/I0Ba TaK CKYAHbI... S MbITAlOCb NepefaTb HaCTpOeHue,
MOHMMaelWb? — OH Ha MUHYTY YMOJIK, BCE C TOM Xe FPYyCTHOM MeyTaTeNlbHOCTbIO paccMaTpmBas rpss-
HO-6enoe nonoTHo Hebec, NOTOM BbINPAMUACA U, NevanbHO YNblOHYBLWWCL, NepeBen B3rnsa4 Ha 3aBo-
pPOXEHHOro ero peybto Bnaga. — Tenepb Tbl NOHMMaellb, APYr MOW, OTYero AeMOHbl CTO/b JIEFKOMbIC-
JIEHHO OTHOCSITCA K XXW3HU M CMepTu? Hac caMmx ybuTb HENpOCTO, MOYTU HEBO3MOXHO, @ Hall MUp
CTO/Ib NepeMeHYMB U 3bI6OK, UTO O CMEPTU TOXe peyb He naeT. 1 Mory CTepeTb HapMCOBaHHbIN KeM-
TO y30p AENCTBUTENBbHOCTU U U306pa3nTb COBCTBEHHbLIN. S yHUUTOXalD, HO 1 co3aato! A 34ecb S Bbl-
CTynar TONIbKO B pOSiM TOro, KTO paspyLllaeT, HUYero He gasas B3aMeH. JTO He Ta ceBoboaa, K KOTO-
poW s MpUBbLIK, HE Ta cBo6oaa, KOTOPOM MeHsa yumnu!

-[a, pa, Tl Npas... - npowenTan Bnag, ero Bblpa3nTesibHble Kapue rfasa BCrbIXHYU JINXOPaA0YHbIM
BOB6y>KLl,eHI/IeM, OH MPpUHANCA C BOJIHEHUEM CKMMATb U pa3XmMMaTb KyJlaKuU. — Henb3s YHUUTOXATb,
rmoka He CTan XOTb B KaKOM-TO CTEMEHMU TBOPLUOM... ECIM XN3Hb MbITAlOTCA OTHATbL Y Teba - 310 O4HO,
TYT Tbl BripaBe 3aliniaTtbCA...

-BOT UMeHHO, - noaTBepAU AEMOH.
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Bnag ¢ nogo3peHmeM NOKOCUIICS Ha Hero:

-Ho Beab kak pa3 TBOW ApYXXOK Tapp nmonpocun XyaHa YHUUTOXUTb ABOMHMKA. He 6yab 3TOM NpocCb-
6bl, XyaH Bpsaa nn 3atean 6bl mnogobHoe... M-M... mpeactaBneHme!

CBWHI CEKYHAY Monyarn.

-YT0 *... Aa, Tapp nonpocmn XyaHa n3baBuUTbCSA OT CBOero aHToMa, HO OH He 3Has, 4YTo 3TO nojapa-
3yMeBaerT.

-Tenepb-TO 3HaeT! - cepaMTO 3acnopun HoWwa. — YTo eMy MellaeT AaTb 3a4HUI xo4?

-daTtb 3agHni xoa? - obutatenb YepHbix [Oblp 3acMesncs, n ero cMex HanoMHwun cobecegHUKy Lwe-
necTt TpaBbl. — TO €CTb 0TKa3aTbCs OT CBOMX C/I0B? 3abaBHoe BblipaXKeHue Tbl UCrnosib3osan!

-MoxeT 6bITb, - pasapa)xxeHHo 6ypkHyn Bnag. - Hy un uto?

-Hnuero. Mpocto Tapp He oTcTynuT. OH cumTaeT cebs obmaHyTOoM cTOpoHOW. EMy obewwann cxBaTku
Ha paBHbIX, C AOCTOMHbIMM MPOTMBHUKAMM. XyaHa eMy Xallb, KOHYeHO. Ho Moin apyr yb6exaeH, 4To
KONAYH CaM BO BCEM BMHOBAT M AOJIXKEH pacrniavymBaTbCs 3@ OWMOKKM NpoLUoro.

-Myckan Tak. Ho Bce paBHO — y 3Toro XyaHa ABOMHasa Mopaib.
-[BoViHas Mopanb? — MeaneHHo NosTopua CBUHT.
Bnaa aHepruyHo KMBHYN U nonbiTasncs obsedb CBOK MbIC/b B C/10Ba:

-Oa! Tebe, KOHEYHO, TPYAHO MOHSATb, Thbl BEAb HE YE/I0BEK... HO BCe Xe... XyaH peLwns rnoxepTtBoBaTb
cobon - oTAnyHO. Ho oH xepTByeT M Hukonsa c PobeptoMm. [la, HMKONS s HEHABUXY U Xenaw emy
BCcsaveckux 6es. S He pacCTpolCb HM Ha MrHOBEHWE, ecn eMy NpuaeTcs yMupatb B MyKax — OAHAKO
XyaH-To emy otey! MNycTb 3TO He TOT Hukonsa, a Nmwb HaHTOM, HO pa3Be 3TO BaXxHO? [lo4YeMy OH C
TaKoW NEerkoCTbio XepTBYeT AOPOrMMU eMy N0AbMU?

-MHe fencTBUTENbHO CNOXHO MOHATb Bally MOpasib M I0OTUKY, - MPU3HANca AeMOH. — W moTomy TpyAa-
HO CyAUTb O MOTMBaxX MOCTYNKOB XyaHa. BO3MOXHO, NpMYnHa B €ro CINWKOM A0/ITON, C TOYKN 3pEeHUs
NO4EN, XKUSHWN.

-[a nagHo! — cepaMTO OTMaxHyncs toHowa. — OH CTONeTUs Hasaj noxepTBoBas CBOeN NIO60BHULEN
paau COMHUTENbHOrO yAOBOJILCTBUSA XUTb Beka. [a n Boobule, 3To BCce - ero npobnembl! S-To npwu
yeMm?! Novemy XyaH Bblbpan MeHs Ha posb youinubi?!

-HaBepHOE, OH MHauye CMOTPUT Ha XW3Hb U CMEPTb. MpoLle, YeM Tbl. XyaH MHOroe BuAen.
Bnaa c SpoCTbio CTYKHY KyfakoM Mo AepeBy:

-51 He Bepto B 6peasaTuHy npo npownble xu3Hn! He Bepto, u Bce! N He 6yay Ka3zHUTbLCA U3-3a FPEXOB,
KOTOPbIX HE MOMHIO!

-Ycnokotics, Bnaa, - mupontobuso npeanoxumn CeBuHr. — S He cobupatocb Teba nepeybexaaTts.
MapeHb ropbKO YCMEXHYJICA U C UPOHMEN NOCMOTPEST Ha CUSIOLWLErO AEMOHA.

-Ho Tbl Beab cornaceH ¢ XyaHoM. Tbl TOXe gyMaellb, YTO 4 B YeM-TO TaM BMHoBaT!

-Bnag, nosTopsto: A He cTaHy Tebs nepeybexpatb. Beputb nam HeT — TBOe npaso.

-Ho cam Tbl BepULLb?

-Bnaa, Tbl MEHS yTOMUA, - yCTano OTKAUKHYACS CBUHI. — YTO Tbl XO4ellb OT MeHS ycnbiwaTb? Mbl C
TO6OWN CAULIKOM pasHble. Y MeHs Apyroe rnpoiwsoe. 4 no-ApyroMy XuBY, MHaye BOCMPUHUMAIO MUP.
MNoHuMaews?

-MoHnmato, - B3aoxHyn Bnag. — Ho kak g mor 6b6iTb Hukonsa? OH xe caguct!

-OTKyAa Tbl 3HaelWb, KakuUM OH Oblsl paHble? — YyKJOHYMBO 3aMeTun AeMoH. — lpocto Tebe cTtouT
6bITb OCMOTpUTENbHEE. BO3MOXHO, NpK onpeaesieHHbIX 06CTOATENbCTBaxX B Tebe npobyasTcs HEKOTO-
pble AypPHble HAaKNOHHOCTW.

-BoT, Tbl nporosopwusncsa! Tel Bepulib, 4TO 9 U HUKona — oauH venosek! Bepuwb, 4To 9 B 4eM-TO BU-
HoBeH!

-Bnaa, a Bepto nuwb B oaHO: B cBo6oAay, - BO3pa3ua CBUHI. — Tbl cBOH6OAEH B CBOMX MOCTynKax. Thbl
BOJIeH 6bITb BepylolWUM UM atenctom (Hagewcb, S NpaBuibHO nogobpan TepMUHbI). Tbl MOXeLlb
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cyMTaTb MeHs pe3ysbTaToM CO6CTBEHHOro 6€3yMHOro BOOGpaXKeHMs Uan CornacuTbCs, 4YTO S Npubbin
13 YepHbix Obip. BOT BO UTO 4 Bepto. bonblie — HXU BO YTO.

Bnaa 6ecrnoMolHO CMOTpen Ha CnyTHMKa. M Beab He MoiMellb, YTO CKPbIBAETCA B 3TOM XPYyCTasibHOM
B3r/N1S[€, KaKne MbICIM TaaT MepLawline B nofyTbMe rnasal

-XopoLwlo, - CrnoTHYB, C TPYAOM BbiroBopun Bnaa. - Pas a cBobogeH, 6yay XUTb MO COBCTBEHHbIM
MOpasibHbIM 3aKOHaM,
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InmaBa 25. BeByMHass HOYB

Bnan nexan B nocTtenu, AO/HKHO 6biTb, HE MEHee 4Yaca, Korga pasfasca cTyK B aABepb. O6panoBas-
LUINCb HE3BAHOMY rOCTIO, MapeHb TOPOMJINBO Cef, MPUrnaanua BosioCbl U KPUKHYN:

-BxoauTe!
HaBepHsaka Kocts! M oTnnuyHO — nexaTtb 6e3 CHa 04YeHb YTOMUTESNbHO...

Ho nopor nepectynun He ero ny4ywui apyr, a QuaHa - Kak Bcerga, xoneHas u bnaroyxawouwias, B
CTPOroM YepHOM NjaTbe - Ha BKyC Bnaga, gaxe CAMLWIKOM CTPOroM M YOMOPHOM. Bnpouyem, KonayHbsi
XOPOLLO CMOTpenach B /1to6oM Hapsaae...

tOHowa Bbipyrancs. CTomMno goragatbcs, 4Yto Kocta He 6yaeT npeaBapuTeNbHO CTy4daTbCsl, @ MpPOCTO
BoMaeT, 6e3 NINWHUX JIKMBbIX LlepeMoHui!

-Buxy, Tbl paZ MeHs BUAETb, - TOHKO ynblbHynacb [lnaHa, npucaxupascb Ha TabypeT y KpoBaTu.
Bnag natoxHyncs o6paTHO Ha NOAYLWKM M MpaYyHO YCTaBW/ICa B MOTOJOK.

-3ayeM Bbl NpUWNK? YroBapmBaTb CTaTb youiuen?

-BoBce HeT. { npuHecna oTBap NpoTuUB 6E€CCOHHMULbI.

MapeHb C MOAO3pEeHMEM MOKOCU/ICA Ha XXeHLWMHY. TONbKO Ternepb OH 3aMeTu/l, YTO KpacaBuua-
KOJIAYHbA CXMMAET B STaflOHAX BHYLUUTESbHbIX Pa3MepPOB 4Yallly C HEU3BECTHbIM AbIMALMMCSA HanuT-
KOM.

-He 6yay 9 Huuyero nute! — NnpoBopyan Bnaa.
AdvaHa noxana njaeyamu.

-Hy, u 3psa. beccoHHuua — no4dtn 6one3Hb. CnegoBano 6bl NpeanpuHATbL Kakume-HMbyab Mepbl. Thl
MHOrOe nepexmn 3a KOPOTKUMA CPOK, U HEPBHOE HaMpsiXXeHne CKa3anoCb Ha TBOEM CaMOYyBCTBUMU.

-3TO TOYHO, - cornacunca Bnaa v, NOAKYMNAEHHbIN HENPUBbLIYHOM 3a60TAMBOCTbLIO [AnaHbl, NPUHAN U3
PYK POCKOLUHOWM LWATEHKM LenebHbIn Yaln.

-KcTtaTtu, a2 Buaena 18O Tanucuio cerogHs, - CJ;IOBHO Mexay npoynm obpoHwuna AnaHa, Habnwoaas, Kak
Bnaz c nerkon rpymacon oTBpalleHns nbeT NeKapcTBo.

-Oy, Hy M BKycC! — noMopLmics toHOWa W, 0CO3HAB CMbICN MOCiegHUX croB cobecegHuubl, BCTpene-
Hyncs: - Yto-uto?! Bel Bugenn Tancuiw?! rge?!

-OctopoxHee, Bnag, - 3acmesnacb [lvaHa v npuaepkana KpyxKy, KOTOpyto B36yaopaXKeHHbllA HOBO-
CTblO MApeHb eBa He OMPOKMHY/. — 4 BUAEeNa ee B HaweM napke.

-OHa [o cux nop... He YyenoBek? — noMennus, cripocun Bnag v ewe 6osiee HEOXOTHO, YeM mpexae,
OTMWU/ U3 YallW.

-PasymeeTcq.
-PasymeeTca! — 0603numncs toHowa. — Kak crnokolHo Bbl 06 3TOM rosopute!

-A Kak MHe 06 3TOM roBopuTb? B KOHLE KOHLUOB, MMEHHO Tbl BUHOBAT B €e... KakK 6bl TakTU4YHee Bblpa-
3UTbCA?.. npeobpaxeHnu!

-A?! — B3BUACS OH. — B yeM?! B TOM, 4TO BNOO6MICA — MOXHO CKa3aTb, BNEpPBble B XM3HU?! B TOM, UTO
Tancusa oTBeTMNa MHE B3aMMHOCTbIO?!

OnaHa B3goxHyna:

-0a, nMeHHO B 3TOM. J1l060Bb — 4YyBCTBO C/IOXKHOE M MHOrorpaHHoe. OHO MPUMHOCUT He TOJIbKO cya-
cTbe. 1 MHe OHO NpuHecsio MHOro npobnem.

Bnapg HEKOTOpPOE BpeMA MON4Yasl, ero rpyab B3abiManacb OT TAXENOro AbiXaHUA — Ka3a/10Cb, OH TOJ1b-
KO 4TO 6erom npeoaosnesl 3HauynTeslbHOE paCCTOAHUE.

-[a, He nbun Bac XyaH, OoH He cyMmen 6bl NpMHECTM Bac B XepPTBY, - HAKOHeL npu3Han OH. [JuaHa
KMBHY/A, He CTaB KOMMeHTUpOBaTb BC/yX ero 3amedaHue. Toraa Bnaa npopomxun: - HO Heyxenu
BaM Tauncuio coBceM He xanb?! Nyckai BaM MeHs He Xasb, HO ee?! Bbl 06e xepTBbl CBOMX NHO6MMbIX!

-BO3MOXHO, MHe XaJib TBOKO Tancuio. BO3MOXHO.
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-Heyxenun Bbl He ybeannuce, 4to 9 ee nwbnw?! — HactamBan Bnag. — Kak ymer, KOHEYHO, HO /tob-
no?!

-OnaTb-Taku: BO3MOXHO, n ybeaunacb. Ho MHe TpebyeTtcs Bpems, 4yTobbl BCce obaymaTb. A Tbl Men
noka.

-NlapgHo, - copancsa Bnaa v, caenaB NocneaHuin rNOTOK, OWYTWU/T TSXKECTb B 3aTbI/IKE U CTPAHHYH COH-
nnBoCTb. Hazo xe... AeNCTBUTENbHO HEMI0XO0M HaCTOMN...

-Tbl uepecuyp ropsid, MasabuuK, - MOrpy>xasacb B NOJYyAPEMY, YC/bIlana NMapeHb U OWYyTU NPUKOCHO-
BEHWE NPOXNaAHOM NaloHN K CBoel weke. KOHUMKM MPOBOPHbIX XXEHCKUX MNasibLEeB TACKOBO CKOJb3-
HYJIX MO ero cKysie, MArko o4epTU/IM OBan nuua... Bnag nonbiTancs oTTONKHYTb pyKy [AuaHbl, HO 0X-
BaTMBLUAsA ero c/1laboCTb HE MO3BOMIU/IA AAXKE LUIEBENIbHYThCS.

-He Hapo... - NpocToHan oH. — Y Bac Xe eCTb XyaH...

OTBETOM eMy MOCNYXW/ Becesnblit cMelwok AuaHbl. ManblUbl cnerka wiaenHyau oHowy no rybam, a 3a-
BOpaXkmBatoLWwmii rnyboKuin ronoc c MPOHMEN NPOU3HEC:

-Tbl UTO BO3OMHW, Bnag? He npuaymbiBan!

«$5 HMYero He NpuayMbIBalD, - XOTEN CKasaTb Bnaz, HO rybbl M SA3bIK yXe He Cnyllanucb ero. — Bbl
caMu Havanu rnaguTb Moe JINLO...»

bonble OH He CyMesn BbIrOBOPUTb HM cnoBa. Ml He ciiblwan, Kkorga ywnia [uvaHa...
XXX

B nnuo emy yaapwun xonogHblli cbipon BeTep. B3aporHyB, Bnag oTKkpblfa rnasa u yTKHYACS B3ris40M B
6e310HHOEe 3Be3aHoe Hebo.

Heb60?! Ho oH Beab 6bi/1 B cBOEW KOMHaTe!

Huyero He MoHMMasi, NapeHb MPUMNOAHSAICS Ha JIOKTE U C YyXKAcOM O06HApPYXWJ, YTO HAaXOAWUTCS, Mo-
BMAMMOMY, B necy. tOHoLWa NpoBen pyKoW Mo BNa)xHOW TpaBe, 3aMeHMBLUEN €My NMPOCTbIHU, U TPOMKO
3acToHan.

Oteap! Onownu u BbITONKaNM Houbto B nec! Tbl, MO, HaM He NoMor, BOT U nan cebe! A oH-TO, a OH!
Boobpasun, 6yato AunaHa pewunna nposiBuTb 3aboTy o0 ero 6narononydumn! BoneaH, 4YTO elle MOXHO
CKa3aTb... XXM3Hb COBEPLUEHHO HUYEMY HE yuuT!

«MTak, camoe rnaBHoe — He naHukoBaTb! — NMxopago4yHo Ayman Bnag, nogHMMasiCb Ha HOMM U OTpS-
xmBas 6pokn. — XoTb o4enin MeHsl, 1 Ha ToM cnacubo! A To BNOJSIHE MOMM N B NMXaMe BbIrHaTb!»

YTto xe genaTtb? Kyaa natm? B kakoMm HanpasneHuu? PaHblue 6blla XO0Tb Kakas-To Lefb - 3aragoy-
Hbl 3aMOK XyaHa. A Tenepb?

«MOXHO OTbICKaTb /b3y W nonpoboBaTb OTOMCTUTbL 3a Taucuto, - Cy4OpPOXHO pa3mbliwnsan Bnaa, ne-
PEMMHAsACb C HOMM Ha HOTY M C TPEBOrOM MPUCAYLIMBAsAChb K MOAO3pUTENbHOMY LWenecTty. — lpasaa,
rayrno noay4YuTcs — nonas B neperyieT MMEHHO M3-3a HeXenaHus CTaHOBUTbCS ybuinuen! Bnpouewm,
COMHEBaCb, YTO MHe yaactcs youTtb anbduinky... a n Boobuie, kak ckazan Koctsa, 3TO cpaBHMBaTb
Henb3q. TyT Aeso 4yectu»

[eno yectn! CnoBHO oH — [A’ApTaHbsaH nnm AToc n3 «Tpex mywketepos»! Hago xe, fo 4ero 4venose-
Ka MOXET LOBECTU XU3Hb — MOHEBOJIE HaYHeLlb ONepmnpoBaTbh TakMMK abCTpaKTHbIMU NOHATUAMMU, KaK
«YeCcTb», «/JOCTOMHCTBO>», «406/1eCTb» U NMpo4Yas CTapoMoAaHas dyenyxa!

PaccesiHHble Mbicnn Bnaja npepBan CTPaHHbIN WyYM — TO JIM FyX0e pblyaHue, TO In BOW BeTpa He-
NMPUBbLIYHOM TOHANbHOCTW... [TapeHb, BHyTPEHHE MOXO0N0AEB, HEPBHO OMISIHYJICS B HaAexAe yAoCcToBe-
pUTbCS, YTO Y HEro OoT CTpaxa pasbirpanocb BoobpaxeHue.

YBbl, 3TON MeuTe He CyXAeHO 6bs10 CObITbCS: B HECKOSIbKMX METpax CTOs/1, CKansCb, MaTepbii BOJIK.
A 3HAUUT, TAMHCTBEHHbIE LLOPOXM — HE MJ104 BOCMNasieHHON daHTa3nu...

fOHOWa nonaTuACS 1, He yaep)XaB paBHOBECUS, PyXHYs obpaTHO Ha TpaBy, 60/1bHO yaapumBLlWKUCb 060
uyTO-TO pykKon. CaaBnieHHO OxHyB (ygap nonyuduncs Hecnabeim), Bnag nonbitancsa Ha owynb pacno-
3HaTb NpeaMeT, eABa He HaHecClWnii eMy yBeybe — B354 Xe NapHsa no-npexdHemy 6bi1 NpUKOBaH K
npuUTUXLLEMY 3Beplo.

Manbubl Bnaga COMKHYNUCb Ha 4YEM-TO OCTPOM, N OH OWYTWN, KaK MO 3anACTbiO 3aCTpyUJINCb Kanesb-
KW Tenson KpoBMW. BOSIK BTAHY/1 HOCOM BO34YX M TUXO (VI OTTOro Cs10BHO yrpomarome) 3apbiyan.
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Bnaa cogporHyncs. TonbKo 3TOro ewle He xBaTano! 3anax KpoBu pa33agoput ntboe xumBoTHoe... 060
4YTO Xe OH nope3sanca?! Heyxenu... Heyxenn «bnarogetenbHuua» [naHa octaBuna emy mey?! Toraga
NOSIBASIOTCSA LWAHCbl BbDKUTb... PelnBLIMCL, NapeHb TOPOMN/NBO B3rfsHY/ Ha npeanonaraembli Knm-
HOK.

HeT, He Meu, a KpynHbIN KWHXaJs, KOTOpbIN OH, Bnaa, ymyapunca cxBaTuTb 3a Jie3Bue!
-Hy, uTo X... - Herpomko npobopmoTan npmoboapuBlKMnca Bnaa. — Mbl ewe nosoreM...

OH cHOBa MOCMOTpPE/N Ha BOMIKa, U €My MNo4vyannocb, 6yATO B MYTHbIX rfla3ax XWULHMKA BCMbIXHY0
TOpXecTBO. NpeaBKyLIaeT ckopyto nobeny? Hy-Hy... B KOHLE KOHLOB, XyaH 6bl1 HEMNIOXUM yunTenem!

3Bepb cAenan pbiBOK, U IOHOLWA, BLUEMMUBLUNCL B PYKOATb KMHXasa, BECb HaMNpsrcs, roToBsICb K peLu-
TenbHOMY 6pocKy. HeBO/IbHO BCMOMHWICA 060pOTeHb C rla3aMu Hukonsa. Toraa MM noMmorna roBops-
lwas naHTepa... Ceiiyac e noMoLm xaaTb HEOTKyaa.

«KOHeYHOo, s Bpsia /N BbIMrpato B CXBAaTKE C ANUKMM XUBOTHbIM... - MPOHEC/0Cb B MbiCsSX Bnaga. - Ho
MOsi CMepTb B 1t060M cny4ae 6yaeTt AocTaToyHO 3pdhekTHOM!»

OaHaKo cnpaBUTbCS C BOJIKOM OKa3asnocCb NpocCTo. Moxanyn, CAIMWKOM NpocTo... OCTpue € NerkocTbio
NMPOTKHY/I0 Tesi0 3Beps, nocneaHun cnabo AepHyNCcs U 3aTuX, AaXe He MOonbITaBWWMCb HanacTb MU
X0TS Obl 3alllNTUTLCA. rﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂ Ha XpuUnno Abllaulero XmuHuka, Bnap, C y>XaCoM nogymars:. TaK He Obl-
BaeT! 2To BoNK-camoybuiua, He nHave!

MapHsa 3aMyTuno. Cy40pOXHO CXBaTUBLUMCh 3@ FOPJI0, OH OMYCTU/ICA Ha 3eM/IK0 U, YTKHYBLUUCH JINLOM
BO BJIAXXHYO TpaBYy, KPenKo 3aXMypuscs.

llocToriTe, nocTonTe... OTKyAa B3s/1ack TpaBa?! Ceriuac xe 3uma! Yto, B KOHLE KOHLIOB, rponcxoamnT?!

«0 rocnoan, Kak 4 ycCrtan 3agaBaTb 3TOT BOMPOC... - MbICJIEHHO NMPOCTOHAN OH, C TpyAOM BbINMpAMIA-
acb. — U ewe 6onblue yCTan He CcnblaTb Ha Hero oTeeTa...»

Bnan yxe cobupancs BCcTaTb, HO OTKPbIBLIASACA B3rns4y KapTuHa HacCTO/IbKO 3acTaja ero Bpacriox,
YTO OH 3aMep B Henenow rnose, HanoMMHas ydacTHUKa COpeBHOBaHWW no 6ery Ha CTapToBOW MO3u-
Lmn.

BnpouemMm, ceiiyac ero 3aHmMMas TOJIbKO BHE3aAMHO CMEHUBLUMNCS NMensax.

Bnaa HakoHeL-TO OKOH4YaTeNbHO pacrnpsMUiICcsa M pacTepsHHO NoTpsic ronoson. OH BeAb He cowen C
yMa (XOTs moyeMmy HeT?) M roTOB C NMEHOW y pTa yTBepXAaTb, 4To 6yKBasnbHO MUHYTY Ha3aj Haxoaus-
CS B HE3HAaKOMOM JfieTHeM Nnecy! Tenepb Xe HHOLWY CHOBa OKPY>Kasl 3aCHEeXeHHbIN napk XyaHa. bonee
TOro, BMECTO I/1yXOM HOYM BOLLAPWIOCH MPOMO3r/10e paccBeTHoe yTpo. ocneaHen kannenm crana Ha-
6polweHHasn Ha nie4dn yTenneHHas Haknaka, 3aMeHmBLIas TOHKYI0 COPOUKY.

Bnag rpomMko Bbipyrancs. Korga emy o6bACHAT CMbICA npoucxoasulero?! M Kak B napke rocrenpumM-
HOro KosigyHa OUYyTUICS AUKUIA 031061€EHHbIN BONK?!

B3rnsa napHs CKOJIb3HYN MO MEPTBOMY XWULLHUKY.

-Ho... HO... 3TOro He MoxeT 6bITb! — BOCKNMKHYN, 3aAblXascb, Bnag, co cTpaxoM rnsas Ha pacnpo-
CTEepTOro y ero Hor XyaHa. - Ho... rae xe Bonk?! NMouyemy XyaH?!

Teno mMara norpysmsaiocb B obarpeHHbI KpoBblo cyrpob. Bekn kongyHa cnabo ApOrHyaun, U racHylume
rfnasa Ha MUr CHOBa BCMbIXHYJIM XWUBbIM OFrHEM. [poxalen pykon XyaH BLENWICA B WMKOMOTKY Bna-
Aa, n nocnegHun 6eccunbHO pyXHYa Ha KOJIEHW, FOTOBbLIN MPU3HaTb Aaxe cobcTBeHHoe 6e3yMue, HO
TONIbKO HEe 3Ty CTpallHYyo npasay...

-Cnacmbo, Bnag... - cynopoxHo BbiroBopua XyaH. — lMpoOCTH, YTO... BTAHY/... N elle... - OH NOMos4yan,
cobupasice ¢ cmnamn. — He BUHKM cebs... 1 NpOCTO... OTAAIO AOJTN...

2710 6bIIM ero nocnegHue cnosa. Bnag 6eckoHeYHO Aosiroe MrHoBeHue 6eCnoMOLLHO CMOTpen Ha Ma-
ra, a MOTOM 3aKpuuyasna WM, CKOpee, 3aBblil: APOCTHO, OTYASIHHO, C HEHaBUCTbID. Ero ronoc gocrur,
HaBepHO, APYron NjaHeTbl U, KOHeYHO, pa3byamnn obutaTenen 3amka.

MepBbiM Bblbexan nepenyraHHbin KocTs — B OAHMX MNMXaMHbIX WTaHax, 60con, Cc B310XMa4YeHHOMN
weBentopon. 3a HMM cnegoBan Haszap, ycneBwuii obyTbCs U HAKMHYTb CIOPTYK. 3aMbikana wecTtBme
KaK Bcerga 6esmsATexHo-uapcTBeHHas [uaHa, obnavyeHHas B TO Xe rnyxoe yepHoe nnaaTtbe, YTo U BO
BpeMs BM3MTa C «uenebHbIM HacToem».
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Bnaa obepHynca K HUM, ero AyWWNW cfiesbl, HO 3anjakaTtb OH He Mor. XoTen — HO He Mor. lNapeHb
coLlypuiacs, No-HOBOMY OLEHMBAsi CTporoe ogesHue [uaHbl — Tak BOT OTKyAa 3Ta HeTUnu4yHas Ans
KONAYHbU TpaypHOCTb! Hazo e, Kak TporaTtenbHo... Begbma!

-YT1o0 CJ'Iy‘-IMJ'IOCb? — cnpocun KOCTH, C ncnyrom BrndabiBasdCb B MNCKaXeHHOE 6onblo NMLUOo nydwero
Apyra.

Haszap nposiBun 6onblyto HabnoaaTenbHOCTb.

-Tbl BCe-Taku pewunn y6uTb ero? — ¢ AenaHHo 604poCTblo OCBEAOMUICA OH, KMBHYN Ha XyaHa. — Hy,
1 npaBunbHo! OH e caM npocusl...

-3aTKHUCb! — npopblvan Bnag.

-YT0... - Hauvan 6bi10 KocTa 1 ocekcsl, To/IbKO TEMepb 3aMeTUB MepTBOro Mara. [nasa napHs caena-
JIUCb KPYrAbIMKU Kak 61t04ua, a poT NPUOTKPbLIICS.

Tak 1 He 3aBepwuB (dpasy, OHOWA OCTOPOXHO NpubamMsuncsa Kk Bnaay, ctynas 60CbIMM CTYMHAMM
NpAMO MO CHEXHbIM cyrpob6aM, U NPUCEN Ha KOPTOUKWU PAAOM C HUM. [pOTAHYN pyKy, ABHO Hamepe-
BasiCb KOCHYTbCSl XyaHa, HO TyT e 6043/1MBO OTAEPHY/1 NaZloHb.

-Bnag... - cunno Bblgaeuna Koctsi. — 3a4eM... - HO AOrOBOPUTL OH OMATb HE CyMer.
Bnaz Bnepun nosfHbIM 6elleHcTBa B3rNa4 B NpuTuxXWwyo naHy, Ka3asBLllyrCs HEMPUBBLIYHO YIPOMOMN.

-4T0, LOBONBHLI?! — BbIKPUKHYN Bnaa, rnaas Ha Hee C HEHAaBUCTbIO M OTBpalleHueM. — U He roBopu-
Te, 6yaTo Bbl HE BUHOBATHI!

-51 1 He roBOpIO, - XMypo BO3pasuaa AtboBHMLA NOKOMHOIO KonayHa. — S BMHOBaTa.
-Bbl MOXXeTe 06BACHUTb, YTO NPOU30LWII0? — pacTepssHHO obpaTuacsa K HMM Hasap.
Bnag »en4yHo yCMexHyncs:

-Tbl Ha caMOM gene xo4yewb 3HaTb? Hy, Tak cnywarn! OTa BeabMa, - nocsegHee C1I0BO OH NPOroBOpuUn
C A40BUTbIM 3N10paACcTBOM (BegbMa, BeAgbMa, N HUKAK nHade!), - Hanowna MeHs KakMM-TO 3enbeM. S
Obl1 YBEPEH, YTO HaxOXyCb B JleCy, YTO Ha MeHs cobupaeTcs HanacTb BOJIK... @ 3TO 6bl1 Ha cCaMOM
aene XyaH... B 06an4ybe 3Bep4... 1 NpOCTO 3awmlancs... - cobCcTBeHHble onpaBaaHusa 3Bydann danb-
WnBo, 6bISIN HagyMaHHbIMK, 6YKBasIbHO BbICOCAHHBIMW M3 Manbua...

Mo-BnanMomy, Haszap Toxe Tak cumTan. Bo BCSIKOM cny4vae, cMOTpen OH Ha cobecefgHmKa C OTKPOBEH-
HbIM HelOBEpPUEM.

-N uTO Xe? — yToYHuA ubiraH. — Y Tebs 6bin ranaoumHaumm?

-A Tbl COMHeBaelbca? — BCnbina KocTs, BMelwaBLWwncb B UX cnop. Brag ¢ yamBieHMeM NOKOCUIICS Ha
npuaTens, oH peako Buaen ero B ctosib 60€BOM HacTpoeHun. — Mbl ¢ Bnagom Apy>XMM MHOro net, s
XOpowo ero 3Hat. OH B3pbIBHOW, pa3fapa)XuTesibHbli, HO He cTan 6bl ybuBaTb TOSIBKO MOTOMY, YTO
ero 06 aTom nonpocunu. bpena!

Mbinkas peyb KocTu TpoHyna Bnaga, v napeHb Hapo4yuTo rpy6o noaaakHys, CTPEMSCh 3@ Pe3KOCTbio
TOHA CKPbITb BHE3AMHYI CEHTUMEHTAsIbHOCTb:

-BoT-BOT! IMEHHO TakK.

-Ho, MoXeT, ero MOXHO cnactm? — C Hagexaon nomHtepecoBasncs Kocts, rnsHyB Ha [OuaHy. — MoxeT
6bITb, OH TO/IbKO paHeH...

-He cMoTpu Ha 3Ty BeabMy! — npe3puTenbHo npoueaun Bnag. - OHa nanbueM He wesenbHeT! OHa-To
BCE WU ycTpowuna.

JInuo «BeabMbl» OKaMeHeno.

-Ownbaewbcs, Bnag, - XonoaHo ckasana oHa. — [a, ycTpouna ... HO cnacTm XyaHa MoxHo. Mpasaa,
caM OH 06 3TOM He NoAo3peBaeT.

-Kak?! — 3agoxHyncs ot pagoctn Bnag. — MoxHO?!

-ns Hayana oTHecuTe ero B 3aMokK. Tebe, KocTsa, Toxe nydwe BepHyTbCS B Ter10. Tbl yYXe CUHEero
uBeTa. HaMm Hy>XHO NOAroTOBUTLCSA. Hac CKOpO HaBeCTAT HenpoLleHHble rocTu... NaemTe!

N oHa, BEIMYECTBEHHO KUBHYB, nepBoM HanpaBwuiacb K OC06HﬂKy.
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I'maa 26. IocnenHee cpaxeHwue

Moka AnaHa yknaabiBana XyaHa Ha AVBaH B XoJse, pe6ﬂTa TOpOMMBO 3KUNMpoOBaInUCb, cineaysa oT-
PbIBUCTbIM YKa3aHUAM XEHLLINHbI.

-3auyeM 370?! — He Bblaepxasn, HakoHel, KocTsa, npuiaxmBas HOXHbl K COBCTBEHHOMY peMHIo. — Pas-
Be Mbl cobnpaeMcsl ¢ KeM-TO BOeBaTb?

-botocb, npuaeTcs, - cyxo ckasasna [unaHa, BbinpaMassch (40 3TOro oHa cuaesna Ha Kopoykax y AnBa-
Ha, 3a60TNMBO OMNpaBnss CyTaHHbIE BOSIOChI Mara).

-C keM xe? — HacTopoxuncs Bnag.
-C Hukonsa B 4aCTHOCTW.
-A pa3Be OH... - NpoTsAHYN Hasap u cbuncsa, nonmas cepanTbii B3rnsaa Bnaga. — Hy, 10 ecTb...

-OH X04eT CNpoCUTb, Kakoro yepta s ctan ybuiuen, ecnm 3Tu ragbl BCe ele XUBbl? — NeasiHbIM TO-
HOM 3aBeplwui ero ¢pasy Bnaa.

JnaHa ocTtanacb COKOWNHON:

-JTO He npousonaeTr MOMeHTaslbHO. Kakoe-To BpeMsl OHM 6yayT XuBbl. X035IMH yCnen HaKoMUTb He-
MHOI0O 3HEpPrnmn. M y HUX MOXET MOoSABUTbLCSA UAES OTOMCTUTb... UIN NONpob6oBaTb 0XUBUTb XyaHa. XoTH
6bl OTOMCTUTD.

-F'ocnoan! — cogporHynca nobneaHeBwuin Koctsa. — A korga oHu cioga aobepytca? VX 3aMOK ganeko,
no naee?

-Janeko, - He oTpuuana AnaHa. — Ho ecTb cnocobbl 66ICTPO NMpeoaoneTb 3TO pacctosHue. lNpasaa,
cnocobbl 3T Marnyeckme, Tak 4to, NpmberHyB K HUM, X0389MH U3PSAHO COKPaTUT CPOK COBCTBEHHOro
CyLLeCTBOBaHMS.

-Ho kak Mbl 6ynem cpaxaTbCs C KongyHoM?! — B3opBancsd Hasap. — Mbl He yMeeM MeTaTb OFHEHHble
wapbi!

-BoT nmeHHo! - cornacuncsa Kocrs.
OnaHa HeTeprennBo nosesia njaevyoMm:

-Bo-nepBbix, 9 ToXe KoNAyHbsA. VI BHMMaHue X0389MHa COCpeaoTOUUTCS UCKIOUYUTENbHO Ha MHe. A BO-
BTOPbIX, MOJflarat, OH He CTaHeT TPaTUTb NOC/eAHME CUMbl Ha CO3A4aHMe CToNb 3 PEeKTHOro, HO He-
3 heKTUBHOIO OpyXUs, KakK OrHEHHble Wapbl. M No 3TOM Xe npuunmHe (3KOHOMUWU CWU) OH Mnepe-
6pocuT ctoga Tonbko PobepTa n Hukons, xoTa npu xenaHum mor 6bl cobpatb HEBONbLUYIO apMUIO.

- Hukonga c PobepToM BrnonHe xBatut, - 6ypkHyn Bnaa. — A oHM 3HaOT, rae Bal 3amMok?
[OvaHa yknoHunacb oT NpsAMOro OTBeTa:

-B AaHHbIN KOHKPETHbIN MOMEHT 3TO HeBaXkHO. OHM Tenepb B /O60M Cllyyae YyBCTBYHOT. OTO MECTO
MaHUT UX, KaK 3UsI0LLaa NponacTb.

XeHwWwmrHa 3amMonyana u HaxMmypunacb, CJIOBHO NPUCAYLWINBAsSICb K YEMY-TO.
-OHW 3[4€Chb... - NpolwenTasa oHa, HaKoHeL,.

-A Bbl HE CMOXETE UX 3aMOPO03MTh, KaK 3aMOpPO3M/IN B Ty HOUb, KOrAa Mbl cnacnu Xoseda n Muwens?
- C Hagexpaok crnpocun Kocta. AnaHa npomondana, 6pocMB Ha HEro yrpioMblii B3rnsag. MNapeHb HepB-
HO Cr/IOTHY/, MO ero OCTPOCKYJIOMY XyAOMYy MUY MOLUSIM KpacHble NaTHa, a /106 3abnecTten Kanenb-
KaMu noTa. Hasap Bbirnagen He HaMHOro flyyuwe, XOTs UM Kasancs 6onee cobpaHHbIM U COCPeaoTo-
yeHHbIM. Mickoca nocMaTpuBas Ha Apy3en, Bnaa oT Bcel Aylwin NOHAAEsNCs, YTO NPOU3BOAUT MeHee
Xankoe BneyaTieHune.

XXX

[a, oHn 6binM 34ecb: paBHOAYLWHbIN X0359MH, KaK ABe Kanju BOAbl NMOXOXWUIK Ha XyaHa (Bnaa paxe
COAPOrHYNCS), KPaACHbIN M NOTHbLIN PobepT MU, KOHEYHO, HuKoNs, TWEeTHO MNbiTaBWKUnca npuaaTtb cebe
paBHOAYLUHbIVM U MPOHUYHBLIA BUA. BnipoueM, 6e3ycnewHo — KpacaBLua CoO WpPaMOM Ha LeKke BblaaBanu
nobeneswmne OT HANPSHXXEHUs Nanblbl, BNMBLUMECHA B PYKOSATb Meya, nogparnsaroLline Ho34pu TOYEHO-
ro HOCa M HEPOBHOE MPEpPbLIBUCTOE AbiXaHKe.
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YeuaeB Hukonsa, Bnag owyTtun obxuratrowyto BoaHy rHeBa. CTpaxa e He MCnbiTbiBan BoBce. Hmnkons
Bbl3blBa/l B OHOLWIE CTO/Ib CUJIbHYIO HEMPUS3Hb, YTO OHa MoA0OHO HapKOTWUKY 3arnyLwana satobblie apy-
rme smoumu.

[MepBbIM 3arosopusi X039MH — HAaCMELWTMBO, HETOPOMNJIMBO N Kak 6y,ClTO C yOOBO/bCTBUEM:

-Tbl yamBuna MeHs, OuaHa, goporas! Peako KoMy-HMByAb yaaeTcs yAuMBUTb MeHs. A BOT Tebe yaa-
nocb. Moun nosgpasneHus!

Bnan nokocunca Ha KONAYHbIO — MpAMas Kak CTpyHa, OHa CTosna, ropao BCKUMHYB MoabopoaoK U
CLIenuB pyKu B 3aMOK.

-5l He Hy>XJAalCb B TBOMX MOXBasax, - XO/JOAHO CKasafna XeHWwMuHa. — W yem, no3Bosb CNpocuThb, S
Tebs yamBuna?

YepHblli Mar nsgan KopoTKUIM CYXOM CMELLOK:

-A Tbl He goragbiBaewbcsa? A He oXuaan, 4yTto Thl 3aTamnia obuay Ha XyaHa u pewnaa OTOMCTUTb. XO-
TS 51 MOry NOHATb Tebs. d 6bl TOXe MCTUI.

- HUKOMY He McTuna.
-Ho Tbl Nno3Bonuna eMy ymepeTtb, - HaNnOMHWT XO3AKH.

«To4yHO! - MbICNeHHO noaaepxan ero Bnag. — Tebl HE TOMIbLKO NO3BOSIMNA MY YMEpeTb, HO U MoMorsa
OCYLLLECTBUTb CTPaALUHYIO uaew!»

BnpoueMm, BblpaxaTb CBOK CO/IMAAPHOCTb BCNYX MapeHb He cnewun.
-Oyman, kak Tebe yrogHo! — npe3putenbHo npoueamna AunaHa. — MeHsa Mano 3abOoTUT TBOE MHEHME.
X035IMH YCMEeXHYNCHA U, NOMOoSiYaB, NPOU3HEC:

-3abaBHasa cuTyauus. S He Mory no3sBoanTb cebe HanpacHbIM pacxoa 3Heprun, a y Tebs cuibl Ha uc-
xoAe. Mbl MOXEeM TO/IbKO 06MeHMBATbCHA KOMKOCTSMW B HafeXAe HalTWu ysa3BMMOe MecTo cobeceaHu-
Ka.

-Nwn! = NpoHMYHO Npeasioxuna WaTeHkKa. — Y MeHs He 0CTanoCb YA3BUMbIX MECT.

-YBepeHa? — npoTsaHyn Xo3auH. — [a, TBOM npecTtapensiin N1to60BHUK MEpPTB, HO OCTanMCb BOT 3TU MU-
nble pebsrTa.

-OHn 6onbluMe Manb4mKn, - noxana naedyamu maHa. — M MHe - HUKTO. lNyckan camu o cebe 3ab6o-
TATCS.

«Bbonbline ManbymMKkm» nepernsHynnch. LibiraH Kasancs pasfocafoBaHHbIM, a B rnasax Koctu Bcnbix-
Hyn ucnyr. Bnag »xe noyyBcTBOBas NNLb 3710CTb.

PasymeeTcs, et nneBaTb Ha ux 6narononyydme! Kto 661 comHeBancs!
-4YT10-TO 9 He BUXY Xo3eda, - 3aayMmunBso gobasmn Xo3s8mH. — 'ae OH?
-OH cnuwkoM cnab, - HEOXOTHO OTBETMA XEHLMHA.

Mar oKWHY/ ee OueHMBaKLWmMM B3rna40M:

-BoT kak? A MHe KaxeTcs, Xo3ed Tebe He coBceM 6e3paznnyeH, B oTamnume oT 3Tnx begonar. OH Te-
6e noyTKn CbiH, U ero cyabbol Tbl gopoXxuwb. A yragan?

OnaHa npomonyana, Bnag xe c ropeybto noayMmasn, YTo KOMAyH npas... TYT HE NMOCMOpWLLb!

Bo3moxkHO, [lnaHa npoaosxuna CBOK NMUKMPOBKY C ABOMHMKOM XyaHa, BO3MOXHO, OHa AENCTBUTENb-
HO MbiTanacb HanTn cnaboe 3BeHO B ero obopoHe, HO Bnaag 6onblwe He cneaun 3a ux 6ecenoini. Ero
B3rns4 nepecekcs co B3rnsgaoM Hukons, ToHkue rybbl cTpaxa TpoHyna cnabas ynbibka, U napeHb
rnoHsan: nopal

HeT, cTpaxa OH MO-MpeXHEeMy He UCMbITbiBas, CKopee, asapT.. B kKpoBu 6ypnun agpeHanuH, v 3To
npeayyBCTBME OMACHOCTU BYyA0PaXUio 1 NoYTHU AOCTABNANO YAOBONLCTBUE.

Hukons caenan war HaBcTpeyy, OAHOBPEMEHHO BbIHMMAs Med U3 HOXeH. Bnaa nocnegosan ero npu-
Mepy. HenpusaTHO 3aHbII0 paHEHOE MJ1evyo, HEBOJSIbHO HAMNoOMUHasa 0 HeAaBHUX NPUKITIOYEHUSX.

«Hy v »xn3Hb nownal» - npoHecnocsb y Bnaga B ronose.
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NX KNMHKW COMPUKOCHYNUCb, U B YTPEHHEM >XWAKOM CBETEe XO0/I0AHO CBepkHyna cTanb.. Bnag u
paHblle He CTPOW WO3UIA OTHOCUTENBHO COBCTBEHHOIrO MacTePCTBa, TEMEPb XXE M BOBCE OCO3Han,
Hackonbko Hmkons onbiTHee ero. [a, cTpax 6bia onacHbIM 60MLOM: NOBKWUM, CTPEMUTENbHbIM, 6e3-
YKANOCTHbIM...

YBEpHYTbCS, OTPasuTb OUYepenHol yaap... HAHECTU OTBETHbIN... yaap, elle yaap...

Ha n6y Bnaga BbICTYnWA NOT, BO/IOCHI B3MOKJ/IM, @ Tensasi Hakuaka crtasna Ka3aTbCs CBMHLOBOW. XoTe-
NOoCb C6pOCMTb €e 1 0CTaTbCs B OAHOM COpoYKe, 0AHaKo Hukonga He no3songan caenartb HU eaAuHOro
NNWLHEro ABM>XXeHn4.

NHTepecHo, a kak cnpasngTca apyrue? Bapyr Hasap wian, He gan 6or, Kocta nornénum?!

Bnag puCKHYNn 4yTb MOBEpPHYTb FOJIOBY — €ro npusaTenn BABOEM KpyxXunu Bokpyr PobepTta, no-
BMAMMOMY, Noka 6e3ycrnewHo, HO, MO KpaHen Mepe, XUBbIE.

Bnaa nonnatuncs 3a co6CTBEHHYI TPEBOry — KJMHOK HWKONS MPOH3WUA ero nepeBsi3aHHOEe Mieyo.
MapeHb NOMOPLINACA, KAaKUM-TO Yy/IOM Y/IEPXKAB PBYLUMIACSA CTOH.

-Tbl Yepecuyyp CEHTUMEHTANIEH, - 3aCMesaNca A0BOJbHbIN Hukons. — Ceivac ana Tebs AOoMXKeH cylie-
CTBOBAaTb TOJILKO 1.

-Cnacmbo 3a coBeT, - nponbixTen Bnaa, pewuns nocnefoBaTb MPOHWYHOM noackaske Heapyra. [a, B
3Ty MWHYTY Ha BCEM CBeTe eCTb NNLb OANH YenoBek — Hukons.

Ho aBaXxabl paHeHoe Mnieyo Melwano MOSIHOCTbI0 COCPeaoTounTbCs Ha 60e M Bceueno oTAaaThCs ero
HEeYCTOMUMBOMY U HECKOJIbKO XaOTUUYHOMY TeudeHuto. J1io60e M3NULLIHE PEe3KOEe ABMXKEHWE Bbi3blBasio
CYZAOPOXHbI cna3m 6011, HEMPUATHO oTAatoleica Bo BceM Tene. OfHa MyuuTeNnbHasa BCMblWKa 3a-
CTaBu/a OHOLLY B3APOrHYTb M HA MUI OCTAHOBUTbLCA. DTOro HMKOMA BNOMHE XBAaTU/IO0 — MUHKOM cano-
ra oH noeanun Bnaaa Ha 3emnto, U TOT ynan npsaMo B cyrpo6. MNMapeHb nonbiTancs NoAHATbCSA, HO Hu-
Kona npuaaBun ero kabnykoMm canora v, NpUCTaBUB K ropJly OCTPUE KJIMKA, HAK/IOHWIICS U S40BUTO
npowienTan:

-)X1M3Hb MMMOJIETHA U MNOJIHA HEOXWNAAHHOCTEN, He npasga nm?

Bnaa xpunno v Taxeno Abiwan. Ero cepaue 6eweHo KoNoTMAOCh, U 3TO rynkoe bueHne 3xoMm otaasa-
JIOCb B MbICAAX: Heyxenn KoHel 6amn3ok? CTpalHo BCe ele He bbl1o, cKopee, AoCajHO: OAHO Aeno
NOrMbHyTb OT KOITen XMULHMKA, U COBCEM Apyroe — bbiTb CpaXeHHbIM CO6CTBEHHbIM BparoM... Mepen
rnasaMun Ctosszla KapThHa HEAABHEro npoLwioro: 6}'Ie,CI,HbIl7I A0 CNHEBbLbI XyaH, CYyAOPOXHO Ll,EI'IJ'IFHOLLLVIVI-
CA 3a ero WnKoJZIoTKy B MONnbITKE C06paTb nocnegHmne cunbl Ana NpowasibHOro «rnpocTtu>... CKOpO n
OoH, Bnaa, 6yaet HanoMuHaTb HecYacTHOro mara...

-Yero Tbl XAewWwb? — CO 3N10CTblO crnpocun napeHb, NpunoaHABLINCbL Ha JIOKTE N C HEHAaBUCTbLIO MNAA4 B
N0 CKJIOHMBLUErocs Hag HMM Hukond. — Hacnaxaaewbcs I'IpOLl,eCCOM?

-B KakoM-TO cMbicne, - 3acMesincs Hukons v cnerka noBepHysn pyKosiTb Meya. Bnaa owyTun, kak no
KOXe 3acTpyunacb ropsiyas KpoBb. [oka 3To 6bia BCero Nub LapanuHa... — 3Haelb, Kak NpUsTHO
CO3HaBaTb COH6CTBEHHYIO BnacTb? Cnaakoe 4yBCTBO!

-Kakomn xe Tbl cagucTt! — c oTBpalleHneM ckasan Bnaa. Ero HaunmHan npobupaTtb xonoa.
Hukonsa 3agyMumnBo ynblbHyNCA:

-BO3MOXHO... HO MPUYMHA HEe TOJIbKO B 3TOM.

-BoT kak! - HegoBepumMBO XMbIKHYN Bnag. — A B 4eM xe Torga?

Hukonsa nomegnun:

-9 yéun mHorux. MHorga 3710 6b110 camMo3alunTon, nHoraa — urpoi. Ho teba MHe ybutb TpyaHo. A Xo-
4y, HO YTO-TO CAEPXMBAET MEHS.

-He roBopwu, 6yato cumnatmsupyelb MHe! — dbIpKHY MapeHb, NoA NTOXKEYKOM Y HEero 3acocano: Kak
HM CTpaHHO, 3apoAMBLUASICA HaAexAa Ha cnaceHue gana pPocTok M Kyaa 6onee HenUUeNpUSTHOMY
YyBCTBY — a MMeEHHO cTpaxy. Okasanocb, yMupaTb, KOrga CYLLECTBYET LIAHC BbDKUTb, BCE-Taku He
XOUETCS...

-Cumnatusupyto? O, HeT! 3aBuayo - Aa. HeHaBuxy — Aa. Ho 3Haellb... BCe CU/bHbIE 3MOLUM POACT-
BEHHbI. J11060Bb, HEHABUCTb, YXKac, BOCTOPr, ApoCTb, 6e3paccyaHas oTBara...

-9 Tebs rnepecrtas NOHMMaTb... - YXe Mo-HacTodAweMy nepenyranca Bnag v nonbiTasncad OTTONIKHYTb
KJTMHOK.
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(Nasa CKAoOHEHHOro HMKoMSA BCMbIXHYU NNXOPAL0YHbIM OrHEM:

- Hnkorpa He norMelb! Tbl HE B cunax MNOHATb, YTO YyBCTBYET TaKOM, Kak 4... kKak PobepT... Kak aTa
Haxanka [unaHa... kak npegatenb Xo3ed. Mbl He noan. N He npmuapakn. U He XUBOTHbIE. Mbl — daH-
TOMbI. YTO Tbl 3HaeWwb 0 Hac?!

-Huyero... - npoxpunen Bnaa, MbICNeHHO B3blBas KO BCceM 6oram cpasy. HMkKons OencTBUTENIbHO He-
HopManeH! KOHowa CrnoTHYA W NocTapasnca NpuaaTb TOHY Apyxentobue: - A HMYero He 3Hato o Tebe,
Hukonga. Tel npaB. Huuero.

-BoT nmeHHO! He 3Haelwb U HE NMOHUMaELb.

-A 3auem emy Tebs NMoHMMaTbL? — BMeLIANCs B UX CTPaHHbIA pa3roBOp HOBLIN cobeceaHuk, n Bnag,
Y3HaB 3TOT BbICOKMI CMOKOMHbLIM rof0C, 3a40XHYNCSA OT obnerdyeHums.

-XXo3ed! - npopblyan, o6epHyBLLINCH K AIMHHOBOOCOMY 6ptoHeTy, Hukons. Bocnonb3oBaBLWIMCE Nay-
30/, Bnap ToponaMBO MOAHSNCS M MOKPenye BLENUACS B PyKOsSTb COH6CTBEHHOro Meya, cBo6oaHOM
pPYKOM BbITUpass GUCEPUHKM KPOBU C LUEN.

Xosed 6bin oueHb 6niegeH, n 6emM3Ha ero KOXu KOHTpacTMpoBasia ¢ CO6paHHbIMU B «XBOCT» UYEpPHbI-
MU BbloWKMMMUCS Bonocamu. OaeTbit B NPoCTble 6POKM M OTKPbITBIN XMNET, OH Ka3ascs A0 U3HEMOXe-
HUA XyAbIM.

-XXo3ed! - nosTOpMna BCnen 3a Hukons n [naHa, npaBaa, ronoc ee ApoXxas He OT rHeBa, a, ckopee,
yAVUBNEHUSA. — 3a4eM Tbl 34ecb?!

BptoHeT gaxe He B3rNsHYN B ee CTOpoHY. OH cMOTpen Tofbko Ha Hukons.

-fJonrne roabl U gecaTuneTusa A cumtan Tebs csoum 6paToMm, - npusHanca Xosed. - Ho ogHaxabl
0CO3Has, YTO HEBOJIbHO 3apa)kaloCb TBOEN anyHOCTbIO U TArOM K vyxon 6onu.

-Jlerko cnucaTtb BCe Ha MeHs, - HeAobpo yCMExXHYNCS ero onmnoHeHT. — KoHeyHo, 3TO No Moel BUHEe
Tbl HE @aHren C Kpbiablwkamm. Hy, 4To X, nonpobyn HanacTb Ha MeHs, AOKa3aB TeM CaMbiM CBOO Bbl-
COKOMOpanbHOCTb. HanacTtb Ha 6paTa, nyckan m 6biBwero, - NocTynok 6s1aropogHbii, passe C 3TUM
nocnopuLlb?

-9 He Hanagato Ha 6paTa, - TMxo Bo3pasun Xosed. — A oTBeyato fob6poM Ha fobpo. U noToMm, y MeHs
OOJIHKOK NTMYHO K Tebe. Tbl BeAb C paAoCTbio 3anep MeHs B TOM MNog3eMesibe, pa3Be HeT?

-0, Aa... - npowwunen Hukonsa. - 3Haelb, Tbl BCEraa Kasascs MHe 34aKuMM AypaykoM W 3aHyZoW, HO B
nUTOre BbIMrpan UMEHHO Thl.

OH He OoroBopwWsl. BeIpoHMB Meu, CTpax BHE3amnHoO CXBATWUICA 3a@ rOpJio M NMOBaJINCA Ha CHeEr.
Bnag c Hagexgon ornsanynca. Heyxenn? [la, KaxxeTcs, MOMEHT HacTasl...

X0381H BCe ewe CTosan U gaxe ynbibancs, Ho ynbibka 6bls1a HEMHOMO BbiIMy4YeHHON. A PobepTa yxe He
6bIn0, ero kak 6yaTto crepnm n3 peanbHOCTU... Hazap n Kocta pactepsaHHO CMOTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra,
SIBHO He MOHMMasd, 4YTo Npou3oLLO.

Bnag noexwunca n BHOBb B3rnsdHyn Ha CBOero AaBHULUIHENO Bpara. Hukona nexan Yy €ro Hor, rnasa
6binn 3aKpbITbl, a rpyAb T4>XKes10 B34blMasacb.

-5l He 3Halo, YTO s YyBCTBYHO... - pasgancs wenoT Koctu, n psaom ¢ Bnagom octaHOBUACA B3n0oXMa-
YeHHbI U pacTepsiHHbIN COKYPCHUK. — MHE XYTKO W... CTPalWHO. Po6epT TO/IbKO YTO YTO-TO FOBOPWJI...
W BAPYT BCMbIXHYJ W... U BCE... Kak 6yATO OH MHE NMPOCTO NMPUCHUICS...

Bnag kvuBHyn, cornawasce. [a, eMy Toxe 6bls10 XYTKO U CTpaLlHO, XOTs, BUAUT 60or, OH HeHaBuaen
Hukons! Ho TpyAHO MblaTh HEHABUCTbIO K yMuUpatoweMy... TeM 6osee 4YTo MATb MUHYT Haslag 3TOT
CMEepTHUK TaK U He CyMen CAenaTb pelunTenbHbli yaap KIMHKOM...

Bnag onyctuica Ha KoneHn. Bekn Hukona AporHysin, n packocble 3e/ieHble rfnasa B yrnop rnocMoTpesn
Ha Hero.

-W Bce-Takun 5 3aBuayto Tebe... - npocmnen daHToM. Ero Teno noaepHysnocb MyTHoOM psbbio. Maun 3To
6b110 06LIKHOBEHHOM UIrpol BOOBparkeHns?

Bnana nonbiTancsa BblAaBUTb U3 ceba XOTb Kakme-To cnoBa (HO Kakue?!), oAHaKo Tak U He cMor no-
[obpaTb yAauyHyl persinky. BmecTo Hero 3arosopuna [AunaHa (He 3aMeTuBLUUI ee MpUBINXKEHUs
IOHOLIA AaXke MoANpPbIFHY OT HEOXUAAHHOCTN):

-Mpowait, Hukonsa. XoTa, KTO 3HAaEeT, MOXET 6biTb, Mbl €lle BCTPETUMCA.
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HWKoOMA CHOBa 3aKpblfl r1asa M 3allencs XpunsbiM 3a4bIXaloLwWwWnUMca CMEXOM, HaNnoOMUHaKLWMM, CcKopee,
I'IpeD,CMepTHbIﬁ Kallenb:

-YT10 c TO60M?! Thl HE UX TEX, KTO NMoACNALUMBAET NMUIOAN. Mbl HE YBUAMMCS. S HE YeNOoBEK, U Y MeHs
HeT AyLwn.

-Het, - He cTtana cnoputb AnaHa. — Ho Bnaay tebsa HeMHOro >anb. A noaobHble aMouUUM CO3aatoT
TOHYaNWME HUTU, KOTOPble CBSA3bIBAOT MCTOYHUK YYBCTBa C TE€M, HA KOro OHO HanpaBneHo. MHbiMKU
cnosamu, Bnaga — c To6on.

-/ 4TO 3TO 3HAUMT? — TUXO CMPOCU, TaK U HEe OTKPbIB rnasa, Hukons.
-DTO 3HAYUT, YTO y Tebs ecTb WaHC BepHyTbCs. MNMyckan u HeGONbLION...

-Xouy BepUTb... - Npo6opMOTan OH, U 3TK crioBa 6binM nocneaHMMn. CMepTb HUMKOMA 6bila CTpaHHOM
M NyratoLleii: ero Teso NpocTo pacchbinaaocb MUpMaZaMmn LBETHbIX UCKP, KOTOPble, KpyXacb, pactas-
NI B NMPOCTPAHCTBE.

Xo3auH (noyemy, nodyemy oH elje xuB?!) HeToponanBo Npuéamnsunca K Bnagy v OuaHe v, nusobpasus
MPOHWUYHYIO YNbi6KY, MOYTM BECENO CKasa:

-Tbl co3aan cobCTBEHHOIrO MOHCTPa, Maslb4uK.
Ewe He npuweawnii B ceba Bnag ¢ HefoyMeHMeEM B3M/IsiHYST Ha Hero.

-0a, ga, - ¢ ycmewkon noaresepann Xo3saunH. — Ecin HUKonsa n BepHeTCs, TO MMeHHO K Tebe. Tbl — ero
€ANHCTBEHHAA CBA3b C XXM3HbKO, N OH Tebsa HeHaBUnauT.

-1 oTo6pan oaHy XM3Hb U NoAapua Apyryto, - noxan niedyamun Bnag.

X035IMH yAMBNEHHO NPUNOAHSAN 6pOBb, HO HMKAK HE MPOKOMMEHTMPOBaN €ro csioBa, BMECTO 3TOro OH
obepHyncsa k unaHe:

-Mpowaii, kpacaBuua. BepHee, 40 cBUAAHUS, - W, NMOIAMAB €e HAaCTOPOXXEHHbIN B3rNs4, C YAOBNETBO-
pPEHWEM MOACHWUN: - HeyXenu Tbl UCKPEHHE BEpULLb, YTO MEHS Tak NpocTo Y6uUTb? S He Mory octaTbCs
3[€eCb M ceilyac, BO3MOXHO, S HUKOr4a He BEepHYCb, BO3MOXHO, Y MeHsl HeT 6yayuwiero... Ho ogHo s
MOTy YyTBEpXJaTb C YBEPEHHOCTbIO: Y MEHSI TOXE €CTb LWaHC. S BeAb ONbITHbIA Mar, Kak-HUKaK.

OH LepeMOHHO MOKIOHWICSA U pacTasin B Bo3ayxe. lNMpocTo ncnapunics, 6e3 kakux-nmbo «cneuyaddek-
TOB>».

-YCKONb3HYN B LLeSb MUPOB, - CEPANTO MpoLeanna ckBo3b 3ybbl AnaHa.
-Kypa? - obeckypaxeHo cnpocuna nogowenwin K HUM Hasap.

-ECTb 0fHa XyTKas NpoCnoMKa peasibHOCTU... TaM OH elle KaKoe-TO BpeMs MpOAEPXUTCS, MOAMUTbI-
BasiCb CMJIaMW TaMOLWHEN HU3KOMNpPobHoM nybnmnkn. Ho A0Mro oH He NpOTsSHET. BrnpoyeMm, y Hero mMo-
eT 6bITb CBOM MJiaH... - [lInaHa roBopusia 3a4yMUYmMBO U C/IOBHO camMa C Coboi.

-3Ha4unT, BCe HanpacHo?! — B3opBanca Bnag.
[naHa B3aporHyna n, BUAMMO, TOJIbKO ceiidac no-HacTosiweMy npuwia B cebs:

-HeT, KOHeYHO. 34ecb M cenvac ero HeT, a 3TO rfaBHoe. A Noka gaBalnTe BepHeEMCS B 3aMOK M MNo3a-
6oTumMcs o XyaHe.
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ImaBa 27. Hpomanne

MNepeBs3aB ABaXAbl paHEHOe MJe4yo, YMbIBLUMCb M CMEHMB OMOCTbINIEBLUYO 3@ BpeMs 6UTBblI HaKUAKY
Ha KOXaHbl Xxunet, Bnag cHoBa CnycTWcs Ha nepBbln aTax. Haszap n Kocta yxe 6binm Tam - oba
yCcrenm HeMHoOro npmeecTtu cebs B nopsigok. He xBatano nuwsb XXoseda, KOTopbI, A0/KHO bbITb, pe-
LW OTAOXHYTb B CBOEM KOMHATe.

-Mbl Bpoae uenbl, - 40BO/LHO 3aMeTun Bnaa.
LibiraH Kncno ynblbHynca:

-[a, Bpoae, XOTa A IMYHO HE MOHMMAlD, Kakoro yepta Boobuie BBA3ascs B Bawy pa3bopky! A TyT He
npu yem!

-Mo3gHo paccyxaaTb, - Beceno so3pasun Bnaa. — leno caenaHo.

-Ho ewle 6onblue MeHS BO3MYLLAET APYroe, - He yHMMancs Hasap. — MNoyeMy HaMm He noMmornu Tapp u
CBUHI? nsa HMX 3TO 6b110 6bI NNEBbIM Aenom!

-Kctatu ga! - scnonowwunca n Kocta. — MNMoyemy?!

-Mo AByM npuumHam, - nogana rosoc [inaHa. Bnag Tonbko cenyvac ee 3ametua. Cuaa Ha Kpaewke 3a-
HATOro XyaHoM AmBaHa, OHa rnaguna Mmara rno UCCUHSA-4YEpHbIM BosocaM. M no3a XeHWMuHbl, n 6e-
peXHble MPUKOCHOBEHUSA K LeBentope KongyHa 6biin MCNOMHEHbl KaKoW-TO CAEep>XaHHOW YyBCTBEH-
HOCTW U, noxanyh, 6onu... OHOWe NOYyANIOChb, YTO OH 3arnsiHyn 3a rpaHb A03BOJIEHHOrO U yBuAaen
C/IULIKOM MHOrO...

-/ 4TO 3TO 3@ MPUYUYUHbI TakMe? - HapoumTo 604pPO OCBEAOMWUSICS OH, TOPOMJIMBO OTBOAS B3rnsig OT
HEBOJIbHO TPOHYBLUENM ero CLEHHbI.

-Bo-nepsbix, Tapp n CBUHI — HaWM roCTU, @ He MJEHHUKU, U BOJIbHbl HAXOAUTbLCS rae yrogHo. B Ha-
CTosILLee MrHOBEHME NX MPOCTO HET B OKPECTHOCTAX 3aMKa.

-Kak ygobHo n npeaycmoTpuTtenbHo! — 93BuTEnbHO BCTaBun Hasap.

-A BO-BTOpbIX, - 3arosopuna rpomye [maHa, - oHU cuyumTatoT cebs obMaHyTOM CTOPOHOM. Y HUX CBOS
dunocodpuns. OHM ogHO3HAYHO CcubHee N60ro YyenoBeka, a NMOTOMY yBEpPeHbl, YTO NoaobHOe cpaxe-
HME... HE 3Hal0, Kakon TepMUH noaobpaTthk... HEAOCTOMHO, NoXxanyh. HaMm TpyaHO 3TO MOHATH.

-Ho Hukonsa ¢ komnaHuen 6binn He coBceM nogbmmn! — Bo3myTuncsa Bnag. — CoMHeBaloCh, UTO gaxe
TakuMe MOHCTPbIl, Kak Tapp n 4EMOH, CyMenu 6bl HAHEeCTU UM CyLLeCTBEHHbIN Bpes!

-Tapp HeT, a BOT CBUHI BMNosiIHe Mor. bonee Toro, ogHa)Abl OH yXe oKa3sasl MoMOLb — MNPU CNaceHun
Munwenb n Xo3eda - U, cCKOpee BCEro, cymTasn, YTo 3TOro BMnosiHe goctatoyHo. K ToMy xe, 60tochb,
Tapp n CBUHI He MOHMMAIOT, YTO Takoe daHTOM.... Kak, yBepeHa, 1 Bbl caMu. [Ja n Kakoe 3TO Tenepb
MMEeEeT 3HaueHune?

-Onsa Bac HuKakoro! — capkactuyeckm obpoHun Bnag. — Mbl Ang Bac nycroe MecTo, W Hawa cyabba
BacC He BOJIHyeT. Mbl — He Xo3ed. Mbl 6onbline Manbymku!

)KeHLLI,VIHa NMOBEPHYJla ros1oBy M NMOCMOTPESa Ha HEro. Bna,q OCeKcCd: nnMuo KonayHbn HanoMmHano 3a-
CTbIBLUYIO MacKy. YTo e OH Ha caMOM Aene 3HaeT 06 3Ton Kapernasomn Beabme? YTo TauTcsa 3a ee
BHeLLHEeN XO0N0AHOCTbIO M MOKa3HbIM paBHoAyLIMEM?

-Tbl nanoT, Bnag, - pe3ko ckasana [AmaHa. KocTa nsgan HepBHbIN CMELWOoK, HO, BCTPETUBLLUUCH C Je-
OSHbIM B3rNS40M XEHLWKWHbI, NocTapanca n3obpasutb Kawenb. — MHe He 6e3pasnmyHa Bawa cyabba.
[MpocTOo eMy 3TOro 3HaTb He c/efoBasno.

Bnag cobupancs uto-To Ao6aBuTb, HO [InaHa NpepBana ero NoBefnTesibHbIM B3MaxoM pyKu:

-Ha npasgHble pa3roBopbl HET BpeMeHW. WTak, y MeHs Ana Bac HebosbluMe cyBeHupbl. Ana Bnaga -
Luenbix ABa.

-BoT kak? - yansuncs Bnag. — 3To CyBeHUpPbI TOro Xe poga, YTo U 3e/be NMpoTuB 6eCCoOHHULbI?
-HeT, - oTpe3ana KoNAyHbSA U CHAMA YTO-TO C Wweun. — bepuTe!

Bnag c goneit HegoBepus NMpUHSAA U3 ee pyK HeOobblUYHbI MOAAPOK — KPYr/yto KOCTSHYO MOABECKY Ha
KOXaHOM WHypKe. KocTs n Hasap nonyuynnum aHanornyHble yKpalleHus.

-YHecTHO ckasaTb, 9 He nbutenb BCAKOM TaM BMXyTepuun... - C yCMeLWKon npusHanca Kocrtsa, nlydas
HECKOIbKO rpyboBaTbIf KYJIOH.
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OnaHa nomoplimnach:
-2TO He buxyTepus, a ocobbit amyneT. OH 3alWNTMUT Bac OT... MMM... BO3MOXHOro rHeea XyaHa.
-Ho... XyaH Xe... - BcTpeneHynca Bnag. - OH Beab...

-Hey>enun Bbl cunTaeTe, 4To A nossonuia 6bl eMy ymepeTb?! — BApYyr B3opBanacb [uaHa, pa3om nn-
LWMBLUMCb BCEro JIOCKa HacMewnmBon 6e3pa3fiMyHOCTN N CTaB Ha MUI OObIKHOBEHHOW AEBYLIKOM, OX-
Ba4YeHHOM MPUCTYMNOM 310CTK. Hy, nouyTn 06bIKHOBEHHOM... - OCo6eHHO MeHs 3aaeBaeT, YTo B 3TO NO-
Bepun cam XyaH!

Bnaa cMyLeHHO neperngaHyacsa ¢ Apy3bsaMn. A 4To elle UM 0CTaBasiocb AyMaTh?!

-OH 6yaeT XuTb, - Cyxo noobewana [AuaHa, npuxoas B cebs M cHoBa NMpeBpallasiCb B UCTUHHYHO La-
puuy ayxa. — LleHon Moel Xun3Hu.

-4YT10?! — axHyn Koctsa. — HeT!

-Tonbko n3baBbTe MEHS OT OXOB! — CKpUBMUIACb KONAYHbs. — S BEpHYCb. Bo3MoxHo... Korga-Hubyaeb...
yenoBek, NpuberHyB K TakKOMy puUTyany M OTAAB CBO XXM3Hb, YTOObI 3a)eub yXKe MOTYXLYH CBeuy,
BEepHYTbCA He cMmor 6bl. Ho g He yenoBek. W g BepHyCb. HO Ans 3TOro MHe npuaeTcs HaBeAaTbCs B
OAHY peanbHOCTb... HE 3HAlD, CKOJIbKO BPEMeHM 3TO 3alMeT 34ecb. Hapewch, s ycnew yBUAETbCS He
TOJIbKO C XyaHOM, HO N C BaM TPOUMMU.

Bnaa mMonyarn, owenoMNEHHbIN U pacTePSHHbIN, HE B CulaX pa3obpaTbCcs B CO6CTBEHHbLIX YyBCTBaX.
[dnaHa nocmoTpena npsiMo eMy B rnasa.

-Tbl He 6ypelwb oTBeYaTb 3a €ro cMepTb, Bnag. NMotomy 4To XyaH He yMmpeT. U 9 He yMpy — 5 MPOCTO
ynay. M 9 ewe BepHycb, obewato. NocTtapatocb BEPHYTbLCS.

Bnan xoten BbIFOBOPUTb «cnacnbo», HO He CyMen BblAaBuUTb HKU croBa. OH 4yyBcTBOBasn cebsi onycro-
LWEHHbIM N 6ECKOHEYHO YCTasbiM.

-A X038MH U Mpoyme He BO3HWKHYT CHOBa C BOCKpeweHueM XyaHa? — 6ecrneyHo nmomHTepecoBasics
Haszap.

Bnan MeTHyNn Ha Hero cepauTbii B3rnsaa. MapHa ceiyac Mano BOJSIHOBasia HeHaBUCTb Hukons, emy Xxo-
TEeNoCb OAHOro: n3baBnTbCS OT KNenMa ybunubl.

-HeT, HUTb NopBaHa, - NeyanbHO NosicHuna Aunana. — N kctaTtu, cnacmbo Tebe, Bnag.
-3a@ UTO? — HACTOPOXWUJSICS TOT.

-Thl Aan waHc Hukons... Tbl €ro noXxanen. By,cu: 4 YEsTI0OBEKOM... HO MOU 3MOLUMKN POJI NMOKa HE UrpatoT,
- OHa Ha MuUr 3amosidana, NOToM 3aroBopwusia NMpexHMM OTCTpaHEHHO-HaCMeW/IMBbIM TOHOM: - MTaK,
pebsita. Beaute cebsa xopowo. Hagewocb, yBUAMMCS.

OHa HarHynacb Kk XyaHy M HEOXWAaHHO MblIKO rnouenoBana Mara B rybbl. [oTOM HeXHO oTBena
npsiib C ero BbliCokoro siba v npolentana:

-[lo cBuagaHus, noboBb Mos...

Bnaa oxwuaan kakoro-HM6yab Marmyeckoro puTyana, BO3MOXHO, C XePTBOMPUHOLWIEHWUSIMU, HO, Ha-
BEpPHOE, BCE HeOBX0AMMbIE MaHUMYASUUK BbIM NMpoAenaHbl KoNAyHben paHblle. KpacuBas waTeHKka
NnpocTo pacTtasina B Bosayxe (Bnag yxe nepecran yauMBASTbCA 3TOMY DEHOMEHY), a XyaH, HanpoTus,
3aKalwnsacs U oTKpbIA rnasa.

Bnag Toponnueo Hauenun amyneT (NpeAcTaBuMB peakuuto XyaHa Ha cob6CTBEHHOE 0XUBEeHUe, NapeHb
NMOHAN cMbICA nogapka Ounanbl). [py3bs nocnenosanun ero npumepy.

Jonroe MrHoeeHue XyaH, OCTaBadACb HeENMNOABUXXHbIM, MOJZ14a CMOTpPESZT B NMOTOJIOK, 3aTEM, NOCTaHbIBag,
BbIMPAMUICS M CeN Ha KpoBaTW. B3rnsa mMara CKoJib3HYJ1 MO BCTPEBOXEHHbIM /1MLaM DE6FIT.

-1 He poskeH 6bi1 BO3BpaWATbCA... - XPUMJI0 3aroBopua KOAAYH, BCMaATpMBasiCb B CBOMX roCTen. —
YT0... yto?! Het!!

3psa Bnaa 6ecnokouncs, 6yaTo UM NpuAETCA AONT0 06BbSACHATH npousolwenllee — XyaH noHsan sce 6e3
JNLIHUX CNoB. BO3MOXHO, 6NyXAaHUE Ha rpaHu XWU3HU U CMEePTU 060CTPUIO ero BOCApUATUE — UMK,
6bITb MOXET, OH OXMAan oT AnaHbl YEro-To B TaKOM Ayxe.

-HeT! - 3akpun4an oH, BCKakmBas Ha Horun. — OHa He Morfa Tak noctynutb! He morna!
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-botocb, Morna... - HesloBKO BO3pa3ua Bnag. OH CAMWIKOM XOPOLO NMOHMMan 4yyBcTBa XyaHa, a NoToMy
3HaJl, YTO HMKaKMe yTelleHUs He NMOMOoryT — ckopee, HaobopoT, pa3o3naT. B KoHUE KOHLO0B, OH U CaM
MUCNbITbIBas HEYTO noaobHoe, koraa normbna Taucus...

-Bbl OMXHbI 66N OCTAHOBUTL ee! — B3BbIN XyaH U ¢ cunomn MHY1 OrPOMHYK HANOJZIbHYK Ba3y, TOT-
Yac pa3sieETEBLWIYHOCA MO X0y CUAKLWNUMN OCKOJTIKaMn.

-Kak? — xanobHo cnpocun Kocts. — Tl npo6oBan 0CTaHOBUTbL MapoB0O3?
-He cmel npoHusmpoBaTb! — pe3ko ckasan XyaH.

KocTs ocekcsi 1 Ha BCAKUI Crlydal KOCHY/ICS aMyeTa Ha wee. Bua y mara 6bi1 noytn 6e3yMHbIi: no-
KpbiBWMecs 6arpoBbiMM NMSATHAMKU LWEKM U CKyNbl 6i1iectenu oT noTta, riasa ropenm nogobHo asym da-
Kenam, rpyab B3abiManacb OT TSXESI0ro HEPOBHOIMO AblXaHUS...

-XyaH... - HeyBepeHHO Hayan Hasap, HO BOCKpecCl N n3 MepTBbiX He CTan ero cnywaTtb. CxaB Kyna-
K1, OH 6pocusica NMpoyb M3 3aMKa.

-XyaHn! Ctoin, XyaHn! - no3san Bnaa, Bbiberas cneaom — B O4HOM XuseTe, No3abbiB 0 KypTKe, Aa U He
owlyuwiaa xonoaa...

OH HarHan XyaHa y caMbIX BOPOT M CXBaTwu/l 3a nevyo. TOT ob6epHysics, U Bnaa HEBOMbHO OTCTYMWA
Ha Wwar, yBMAEB NepeKkoLlleHHoe ApOoCTbio NINLI0 BCErda ypaBHOBELIEHHOIO 6ploHEeTa.

-Tbl MOHMMaELWb, YTO 1 CHOBa ee yb6un?! — npoxpunen oH. — OnaTte! N Tenepb yxe HaBcerga!
-He HaBceraa, - ToporinBo BO3pa3un Bnaa. — Ml oHa He yMmepna...

-Ja nneBaTb 9 XOTen Ha 310! — UCTEpUYEcKn 3axoxoTan XyaH. — MHe oHa HyXHa 34ecCb M ceinvac,
3aecb, 3aecbk!!! 4 xoten, 4yTobbl OHa Xuna...

Bnag oTwaTHYsICS, eMy CAenanocb Mo-HacTosweMy >XYTKO. XyaH Kasancs HeHopMasbHbIM, CNOCO6-
HbIM Ha 060, caMbil HEBOO6PA3nMMbIA MOCTYMOK...

-Tbl HE MMenN NnpaBa UCMOIb30BaTbh MEHS... - YNPSAMO CKa3an MnapeHb.

YepHble rnasa ero cobecefHMKa MONbIXHY/IM HEHABUCTbIO. Buenuewncok B xunet Bnaga, XyaH npo-
wmnen:

-9 yacto coBepllan MOCTYMNMKK, Ha KOTOpble He mMmen npasa! A cenyac - ybupancsa wnam s coBepuy
OANH U3 HMX cHoBal!

Bnaa nonstuncs, Ho XyaH He BbIMycKas ero »XWJeT, M oHOLWa CO CTpaxoM noaymas O HEMUHYEMOWN U
ABHO 06peYEeHHOIN Ha Mopa)eHMe CXBAaTKe C YEPHbIM Marom.

-Nnn HeT, nocTon! — nnuo XyaHa okasanocb coBceM 6nM3KO, ero B3rna4 ropen anxopagoyvHbiM 6e3y-
MMEM, a AblXaHMe CcTano NpepbIBUCTbIM. — Y6ein meHs! DTo 6yaeT Aobpbin NOCTynoK... yben!

Bnag oTyasiHHO 3aMoTasl rosI0BOV M MOMbITAACs BblpBaTb OAEXAY M3 LEENKMX NasbLeB KONAYHa.
-Y6en! A yctan ot 3TUX cTtoneTuin 6€CCMbICIEHHON XN3HU!
HakoHeu-To BbICBO6OAMBLUNCL, Bnag nocnewHo oTCKOYM B CTOPOHY M CEPANTO BbIKPUKHYIT:

-51 3aecb He npu yeMm! U Tebe 6onblue He yaactca obMaHyTb MeHs! [naHa nogapwuia MHe aMyneT... - U
OH BMNWJCA NanblaMn B KOCTAHOW BIMH Ha KOXAaHOM LLHYpPKe.

3acToHaB, XyaH 06xBaTui rofloBy pyKaMu U pyxHys Ha KoneHwu. Ero otyasiHue n 60/b CNOBHO nepe-
nanucb Bnaay. KnHyB nocneaHuii TOCKAMBLIA B3rMsS4 Ha YepHOro Mara, no fnosc norpysuBlIerocs B
cyrpo6, napeHb puHyscs o6paTHO K AoMy. Ero Tpsicno, Ho BOBCE He OT X0/104a, K rop/sly nogkaTtbiBana
TOLWHOTA, a Mo WeKaM CTeKanu, cpasy 3acTbiBasi, C/esbl.

Y cambix ABepen Bnaa, 3anbiXxaBLIMCb, HArHysACs W, 3a4eprHyB MPUrOpLUHIO CHera, pa3Mmasan neas-
Hyt0 Maccy no nuuy. CTano HEMHOrO nerye, Aaxe MbIC/IM C/TOBHO NPOACHUAUCH. Ewle cHera... 1 elue...

-Bnaa, Tbl uTo?! lMpoCTbiHELWb! — KTO-TO CXBaTW/ €ro 3a pyKy v noTtalwiuna 3a cobon. Bnag conpoTus-
NAncs, caM He MnoHMMas, 3a4eM, U Torga ero C CUAOM 3aTONAKHYNM B AOM. W TONbKO O4YYyTUBLUMCH
BHYTpM, toHOWa y3Han KocTio u Hasapa - pacTepsiHHble, pacKpacHeBLIMeCs OT MPOMO3rfoN Hernoro-
Abl, OHX C NCNYrOM CMOTPESIM Ha Hero.

-Bce HopManbHO... - cunno I'IpOGOpMOTaJ'I Bnaa, BbinpamMnagace. [onoc y Hero no4vTtu nponarn.

-Cnywai, nepecrtaHb Tep3aTbcs! — rpy6oBaTto Benen Hasap, ¢ TpeBorov rnsaa Ha npusatens. — OT Hac
Masio yYTo 3aBUCENO...

145



KOCTSl SHEPrNYHO KUBHYIT:
-BoT MMeHHOo! U BoobLlEe, MO KakoMy MpaBy OHU TeHSA MCMONb30BaIN Kak Opyaue NMpecTynieHns?!

-Bce HopmanbHO, - moBTOpMAN Bnag v, nowaTHyBLWMWCb, Buenunca B nepwuna. JobpaTbca A0 CBOeM
KOMHaTbl... 0 MNOCTE/IN... N CMaTb, CraTb, CraTb... I noyemMy ero nocenunm Ha BTOpoM aTtaxe?! U KTo
CTpoun 3Ty NiecTHMuy?! NoyeMy y Hee Takue BbICOKME CTyneHn?!

Koe-kak npeofosieB nocrnegHne MeTpbl, Bnag BBanuaca B KOMHaTy.
-§l 3axpaanacb, - pa3gascst 3HaKoMbl rofioc. OUeHb 3HAKOMbIN... HET, HE MOXET bbITb...

Bnag pe3ko obepHyncs. Ha kpaewke KpoBaTu cuaena Taucusi. 3aBepHyBLUAACS B MPOCTbIHIO, CO
BCTPENaHHbIMM BoslocaMu, bnegHas... Hactosiwas. XXuBas...

He B cunax ycTosTb Ha Horax, napeHb NpuUcnoHunacs k creHe. Cepaue rynko 3abunocb, B rosiose
CNOBHO B30pBasiacb Hebonbwas 6omba, MMp NOKAYHYNCS U MOMbI...

-Tbl HE paa? — NyKaBo O0CBeAOMMUACh AEBYLIKA.

He pag?! A npocto paszyyunsics yﬂblGaTbCﬂ... A Heé BEPro, 4YTO 3TO Thl... HE BEPK, 4YTO [10CJ/i€ BCEro,
MHOK COBEpLIEHHOro, elje AOCTOMH CHacThbA...

-Tancus... - npowenTtan Bnaag. - Tancums...
OHa cnabo ynbibHynach U WarHysaa K HeMy, cnerka NnpuaepXneas NPocCTbIHIO.

-A nobnto Tebs, - nporoBopuna anbd, NPUAbHYB K €ro naedvy, u B 3ToT MUr Bnaa HakoHewu-TO OYHY-
cs. CyaopOXHO B34OXHYB, OH OOHAN ee, MOAXBATWU/ Ha PYKWU, 3aKPYXWn no KOMHaTe... CMesincs, He
3aMeyas b6erywmx no uiekam cnes... YTo-TO roBopwus, WyTW... Bce 3To 6b110 HEBaXKHO. BaxkHbIM ocTa-
Ba/iCs ee B3rNs4, ee ynbibka, ee AbixaHue.

-51 HMKOrga HuKyaa Tebs He oTnyLy... - rOpAY0 CKasas toHOoLWa, OnycKas AeBYLKY Ha MNoJsi, NpsaMo Ha
KOBEp, W CKJIOHSISICb Haj Hel, 1 BCe elle He A0 KOHLa A0Bepss COBCTBEHHbIM rnasaMm. — Hukoraa wm
HUKyAaa... - nobaBun OH, uenys ee Bekn, Nob, ckynebl... - A nobnw Tebs. Jobnt. Jlrbnto...

Tak BOT 0 KaKoM BTOPOM riogapke Tbl roBopuaa, [AuaHa? Cnacubo tebe. Crnacmnbo. Criacnbo...
XXX
XyaH He NoMHMA, KakK Aobpancs A0 CBOEW KOMHaThI.

PyxHyn B Kpecno, ycTajo 3aKpblsl Fla3a M NPUHANCS LWapuTb PYKOM MO CToAy B MOMCKax curaperT.
Manbubl HATKHYIUCb Ha LWepLIaBbl TNCTOK Bymaru.

BcTpeneHyBwKUCh, XyaH BbINPSIMUICS, OTKPbIA Ffasa U, NoAXBaTUB MCMUCaHHYH CTPaHW4Ky, BMWUJCS
B3r/ISIA0M B HECKOJSIbKO CTPOK. KpyrnHble okpyribie 6ykBbl, A0 60511 pOAHOM MoYepk...

CrnoTHyB NOACTYMNMBLUWIA K FOpJly rOPSYMii KOM, OH TOPOM/IMBO MpoYyen:

«He cepancb Ha MeHs, oporoi. 310 bbi1 MOk Bbl6Op, Moe pelieHue. S caniukom 1ebs o610, 4Tobbl
paBHOAYLLUHO MO3BOJINTL yMEPETb. Tbl AO/IKEH Obl1 AOraaatscs... [a v moTOM, MHE WUCKPEHHE XXailb
3TOro masb4yuuiky. He cpbiBait Ha HeM 3710CTb. OH HUKOrAa He rouMeT TBOel rpas/bl, HUKOraa ro-
HacTosilLieMy He MOBEPUT, YTO pasfenser ¢ Hukoss ogHy cyabby, 4To y Hux — oblyee npouiioe. S He
XoTesia /ioMatb eMy XU3Hb.

U ewe oaHo, XyaH... A4 BepHyCb. He 3Har, Kak CKOpo, HO BEPHYCb. U, noBepb, rnocraparocb rnoTopo-
nnuTbcsi. [103TOMY HE roBOPH «rpoLyan», a TO/IbKO <40 CBUAAHMNSI».

JIobu v nomHu. AnaHa»

3aTelnuBas pasmawucTas noanuce. [lata n Bpems...
Tl gosmkeH 6bIJ1 goragartbcs...

DTO ynpek?

-Mouemy g He porapgancda? - npowenTtan XyaH, HEPBHO KOMKAas NINCTOK. TyT e ONOMHWIICA, pacrpa-
BW/1, aKKypaTHO CNOXWn. BbIKMHYTb nocrneaHee HanyTcTBMe NobuMMonN? Hukoraa, nyckanm 370 U CeH-
TUMEHTanNbHo...

-Kak xe a 6yay - 6e3 Teba? Kak a4 éyay — oanH?

32 OKHOM paHHee yTpPO CMEHWU/IOCb XOJIOAHLIM MONyAHeM, a XyaH npodosikasn CuaeTb B JIl06MMOM
Kpecne [lnaHbl U KypuUTb ee curapeTbl — OHY 3a APYroi, X0Ta caM Kypun KpaliHe peako.
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Sunror

Y>xe coBceM CTeMHersn0, Koraga A0 Hero AOHEeccs OT3BYK BeCeNblX rosIoCOB C NepBOro ataxa. Kasanocs,
obuTtatenn goma cobpanmcb YTO-TO LWYMHO OTMpPa3aAHOBATb...

-OTnpasgHoBaTbh? — NnpobopmoTan XyaH C yamBneHueMm. — Ho 4yTo MOXHO npa3gHoBaTh? Ee cmepTb?

BrnpoueM, c Touku 3peHus Bnaga, KocTn 1 Hasapa npasgHUK OHM BCe-TaKKW 3acy>XWUInW. A Kak xe —
BbIMIpasiv MasieHbKylo BOMHY, NMycKaii, C XXepTBaMu, HO Bbiurpanu!

XyaH MpayHO YCMEXHYJCSl, CEpAMTO 3aTyLuUa NOCNEAHIO CUrapeTy U pbIBKOM MOAHANCA M3 Kpecna.
CTOWUT MOWTM NMOCMOTPETb Ha pasry’s BeCesbs, @ MOXET 6biTb, U OCTAHOBMUTb, NMOKa HE MO34HO...

OH TOpOMAMBO CMYCTUACS BHU3, MMHOBA/ FOCTUHYIO W 3arfisHy/ Ha KyxHt. Hebonblwoe nomelweHue
6bIN10 3anosiHeHO A0 oTkasa: Xosed, Muwenb, Hazap, Kocts, Bnag n ewe kakas-TO He3HakoMmas
TEMHOBOJ10Cas AEBYLIKA...

Huyero He noHuMas, XyaH C HeJOyMeHneM pasrisabiBas HEBEAOMYH rOCTblo. YepHble LesKoBblie BO-
NI0Cbl CTPYSITCS [10 NJied, Jly4McTble rnasa B nof-auua Beceno ynabi6aTcs, narnbbl TOYEHOro Tena He
CKpbIBaeT MY>CKas Ofex[a — MeLIKoBaTble BPIOKK U XUNeT... KTo xe 3T0?

MepBbiM ero 3ametun Hazap. ObepHyncsa, aHeprmyHo noTpsac 6ynkon xneba, 3aynbibancsa, obHaxas
BCe TpuauaTb ABa 3yba...

-MpueeT-npueeT! He NpoTMB ManeHbKOro nupwectea? Mbl TyT peLnam onyCcTownTb TBOW 3anachl...

Tenepb ero yeBmaenu Bce. Bo B3rnsge Bnaga BCMbIXHYNO CMyLWEHWE, OH MPUTSAHY 3@ PyKYy XOpo-
LIEHbKY HE3HAKOMKY, O6HSN MOKPENnYe 1 HeI0BKO NpeacTaBu:

-2710 Tancus. S... 9 pacckasbiBan Tebe 0 HeM...
XyaH € TpyAOM CrfiioTHY/1 U HaKoHeL-TO obpen gap peuu:
-5l... 4 Beab rosopun Tebe. lnaHa He Morsia He NOMOYb. [TPOCTO HYXXHO NOMNAacTb Ha HACTPOEHMUE...

Bnag KuMBHYN, HeyBepeHHO ynbl6HY/ICS, SBHO HE 3Hasi, MOXHO /I CYMTaTb ero OTBET MEPBbIM LWAroM K
NPUMUPEHUIO.

XyaH C TOCKOM CMOTpEN Ha UX BeCeNble, CHaCTnBbIE TKMLUa, U €MY Ka3a/loCb, OHN HaxXxoaATCA HEU3ME-
puMO fanieko otcioga. inv oH — ganeko OT HUX...

Tbl HM B YEM HE BUHOBAT, Masb4yuK o uMeHu Brnag. Tebe AeiCTBUTE/IbLHO HE MOHATL MOE npasabi.
Thl HUYErO HE MMOMHMULLL O MPOLLUJIOM — U 3TO HEBLIPA3UMO JIEMYE, YEM MOMHUTb, HE Tak n? U euje Ha-
XoasTCs 6e3yMLbl, BOMPOLUAOUME: 3a4EM Y HAC OTHUMAIOT MaMsiTb O MPOLIIOM? A XOTUTE /i1 Bbl —
MOMHUTL? [TIOMHUTBL CE651 HE HEBUHHBLIM MIAAEHLIEM, HE OTHOCUTEIbHO YECTHbLIM 04POCTKOM, He 60-
J1I€€ UM MEHEE MOPSIAOYHbIM MYXYMUHOM, a ybwuiiuei, Herogsem, rnoanelomM? XOoTUTe JiM CTONIETUS
CryCcTs olyuaTb KPOBb Ha CBOMX /1a/J0HSX?

-1 NOHMMato, Mbl Npa3gHyeM He BOBpeMs... - neyvasnbHOo yablbHynca XKosed, n XyaH nepesen B3rnas
Ha Hero. Ewe oaHa >epTBa npowJsoro. Ho emy nerye. Y Hero octanacb Muwens... - Pe6satam Tpeby-
eTcsa ManeHbkas paspsgka! OHM He NPUBLIKIK eLLe...

-Mpa3gHynTe, - BAMO KMBHYA XyaH, OTCTynas B TeHb. — MeHsa He 30BUTE, @ CaMu NMpasaHymnTe...
N oH cTpeMuTenbHO Bbillen 13 AoMa, NOCTapaBLUNCh MOCUSIbHEE XJIOMHYTh ABEPbLIO.
XXX

DTUM e BeyepoM XyaH, MPUCIOHUBLUUCL K KOCAKY ABEPWU, MPa4yHO CMOTPEeN Ha pe6aT, pacnonoXuB-
LUIMXCS 3@ MNbILWHO CEPBUPOBAHHbLIM CTOJIOM.

Ha Bnaga, ogHol pykon obHuMmatlowero Tancuio, a Apyror pasMaxmBatoLEro KPY>XKOM C XMesbHbIM
anem.

Ha KocTto, TO 1 geno BCKakuBatowero ¢ Mmecra, 4tobbl NycTuTbCa B MsC.
Ha Hazapa, koTtopbili cmesncsa 6onblue n rpoMye oCTasbHbIX.

Ha Bce ewe 6negHoro Xoseda, No4YTM HE NPUTPArMBalOLWErocs K MULE M HanMUTKaMm, U CUASALY Y
Hero Ha KoJsieHax Muwens.

Ha nemoHa, Kpyal,erocsi BOKpyr CTosia CUSoLWeEeNn nepenns4yaTon AbIMKON.

XyaH CcMOTpen Ha HUX, N B rNasax y Hero CTOSA/IN Crfie3bl, KOTOPbIX OH He 3aMeyar.
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OH Mno4yTW pasaensn 4YyBCTBa CO6paBLIMXCS 34ecb (Begb Tel obelyana BepHyTbCs, [uaHa, Tbl roM-
Huwb?! A xay Te65, XAy Kaxayt CEKYHAY W HUKOrAa He nepectaHy XAaTtb...).

KOHEYHO, OHM OTHIOAb HE MUTAOT UANM3UIM, 6yATO OTHbIHE BCe 6yaeT XopoLwo. PasymeeTcs, OHUM npe-
KpacHO MOHUMaIOT: 3TO TOSIbKO Havasno.

Ho... 2T0 Beab GYLI,eT 3aBTpal A cerogHs MOXHO 060 BCceM 3ab6bITb U MPOCTO XXWUTb, HaCNna>aasaCb KaX-
AbIM BAOXOM...

...MpogoJHKeHne cnegyer...
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