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Te1, BepHO, 3Haemb, uto B Kutae Bce surenu kurafi-
Lbl H CaM MMMEpaTop KHTael.
JlaBHBIM-1aBHO 3TO 6BIIO, HO MOTOMY-TO W CTOMT pac-
CKa3aTh 3Ty HCTOPHIO, MOKA OHa elle He 3a0blIach COBCEM.
B uenom mupe He Hamwioch Obl ABOpLA Jyuyile, yem
ZBOpeLl KuTaickoro umneparopa. OH Bech GBI M3 Jparo-
eHHoro (apdopa, TaKoro TOHKOrO U XPYNKOTo, 4TO CTpalll-
HO GbIJIO 1O HEro W AOTPOHYThCA. [lBopelw cTosn B mnpe-
KPacHOM Cajly, B KOTOPOM POCJH uyjieckbie 1BeThl. K cambim
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KpaCHBBIM LIBETaM [5hT] MpHUBA3aHBI cepeﬁpﬂﬂue KOJIOKOJIb-
uynku. M korna AyJl BETEpPOK, LBETbl MOKaYHWBAJIHCh U KO-
JIOKOJILYHKH 3BeHeaH. D10 6blio CcaesaHoO ajsi TOro, 4To-
Obl HUKTO He npoies MHMO LBETOB, HE MOrJANEeB HA HHX.
Bor Kak yMHO 6blIO MPHAYMaHO.

Ca}l TAHYJCA JaJjieKO-1ajieKo, TaK JAaleKo, 4YTO jaaxe
caM CaJlOBHMK He 3Haj, rie cal KoHuaetcs. A cpasy 3a
caaoM HauyMuHajaCs npemymm nec. dtor Jec JAoXooua 10
camoro cunero Mops. Bosbluxe KopaGau npomsbiBasH Moa
HaBHCLIMMH Hal BOJOW BETBMH. TyT B Jiecy, y camoro
Gepera MOpsl, XHJ CONOBEH. OH men Tak 4ynecHo, YTo ha-
e Gennblit puibak, Caylias ero necHH, 3abeiBan O CBOeM
HeBoOze.

Co BCeX KOHLIOB CBeTa Tnpue3kalH B CTOJIHIY HMIepa-
Topa nyTeulecTBeHHHKy. Bce onu moGosannch Beaukosen-
HbIM JIBOPLOM H npexkpacHbIM ‘canoM, HO, yChablllaB MeHHe
conoBesi, ropopuan: ,Bor aro myuwe Bcero!*

BepHyBIIMCh AOMOH, MyTelUIeCTBEHHHKH pacCKasbiBanu
060 BCEM, UTO BHIeJH. YueHble OMHChiBaaH cToaHuy Ku-
Tas, [BOPELl M Cal MMIIepaTopa M HHKOTAa He 3abbiBaju
YNOMSIHYTb O COJIOBbE; MO3THl Cjiaraji B 4eCTb KpbIJIATOro
neBua, KUBYILEro B KHTAACKOM Jecy, Ha Gepery CHHEro
MOpfl, YyHeCHEHIIHe CTHXH.

KHHMrM pacXOAMJHCh MO BCEMY CBETY, H BOT OAHA TOJ-
cTasi KHMra Jouluia W 0 CaMoro KHTaHCKOro umneparopa.
OH CHJIeJl Ha CBOEM 30JIOTOM TpOHE, YHTal W KHBaJ roJo-
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Boi. EMy oueHb mpuaATHO 6BIIO 4MTaThb O TOM, KakK XOpoO-
Ila ero CTOJMLA, KaK MpekpacHbl ero asopeu H can. Ho
BOT Ha NOCJelHedl CTpaHHLe KHHTH MMMepaTop MpoyHTan:
»B KuTae MHOro uynecHoro, HO Jyuile BCero MajeHbKas
NTHYKA, MO0 MMEHH COJIOBEH, KOTOpast KHBET B Jecy 6.u3
HmMnepatopckoro caaa. Paau toro, 4to6H nocaywaTth ee
NeHHe, COBeTYeM KawaoMy Che3auTb B Kutai“.

— Yro rakoe?— ckazan umnepartop. OH BcTan ¢ Tpo-
Ha W 3axaonuya kuury.—Kak! B moewm rocynapcrse u aa-
3e PAAOM C MOMM COGCTBEHHBIM JBOPLOM JKHBET TaKas
VAMBHTE/bHAS MTHUA, @ § HH pasy He CabiXad, Kak OHa
noer! Ml MHe npHXOAHMTCS y3HaBaTh O Hel M3 YYKHUX KHUT!

WM on Besen nospath CBOEro MepBOr0 MHHHCTPA. IJTOT
MMHHCTP Hamyckaj Ha ceGs TaKyl0 BaXHOCTb, UTO eC/aH
KTO-HHOYAb M3 JIIOAeH MOHHME €ro YMHOM OCMeauBancs
3aroBOPHTb € HUM WJIM CIPOCHTb €ro O Yem-HuOydb, OH
orBeyan ToabkO: ,[Id!“, a 370 BeAb pPOBHO HHuYEro He
03Hauaer.

— 1 mpoyes B yueHOH KHHre, 4TO Y Hac eCTh 3ameya-
TesbHasA MTHLA, KOTOPYIO 30BYT ,COMOBEN ", — CKa3asl uMmmne-
patop MuHHCTpY.— Ee cuuTaloT nepsoil 10CTONpUMEYaTeNb=
HOCTbIO Moero rocyaapctea. [louemy e MHe HM pasy He
JOKJIafbIBaan 00 3TOi nTHLe?

— Bawe BesnnuectBo! — oTBEYan nepBbli MHHHCTD H
MOKJIOHHWJICS WMnepaTopy. — 9§ Aaxe W He CabiXal O HeM.
Ona Hukorga He Gblia MpeACTaBleHa KO JBOPY.
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— Becb cBer 3Haer, 4TO y MeHs ecTb, a caM fi He
3Hato!— ckasan umnepatop.—$l Xouy, uTOGbl CErOAHs e
BEYepoM nTHUa Oblia 3hechb M MNeja nepeso MHOii!

— §1 pasbiuly ee, Ballle BeJIH4eCTBO, — CKa3aj MepBbif
MHHHCTP.

CxasaTb GblIO HETPYAHO. A Tjle x ee pasbliiemns?

W BoT mepBbiit MMHHCTD 3a6eran BBEPX W BHM3 MO JECT=
HHLUAM, MO 3alaM H KOPHIOpaM, HO HHKTO W3 MpHABOP-
HBIX M He CJbIXHBAJ O coyioBbe. W mepsbiii MHHHCTD Bep-
HyJICS K MMMepaTopy M JOJIOXHWJ, 4TO CcoJoBbs B Kurae
HET M He Gbljo.

— Baiue BeqnuecTBO HanmpacHO M3BOJIHTE BEPUTH BCE-
My, UYTO MHIIYT B KHHrax. 310 BCE OJIHH BBIAYMKH H YepHas
marus.

— He rosopu raynocreii! — ckasan umneparop. — 9§ xo-
yy cabliaTh conaosbs. OH AoMmkeH GBITb BO JBOpLE CEro-
AHs e Beyepom! A eciu ero He GyleT 31ecb B Ha3HAYeH-
HOe BpeMs, i MPHKaXy MOCJAe YXHHA OTKOJOTHTbL Tebs M
BCEX MHHMCTPOB MaJKaMH MO MATKaM.

— Taunr-nel—ckasan nepeblii MMHHCTP M ONATH 3a-
Geran BBEPX H BHH3 MO JIECTHHLAM, MO KOpHAOpaMm H
3anaM.

C HuM Gerany Bce CAHOBHMKH M NPHABOPHbIE — HHKOMY
HE XOTeJoCh OTBeAaTh najok. Ha niomafkax JecTHHL OHM
CTaJKMBAJMCh HOCAMH M CrpallMBajJu ApPyr Apyra:

— Yro Takoe co-n0-Beii? e HaiiTH cONOBbS?
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Tax ouu oGeranu Bech ABOpELl W HAKOHell MonainH Ha
KYXHIO. B KyXHe CHZeJa MaJjeHbKasf /[eBOYKa H BbITHpajia
TapeskH. [1epBbiit MHHMCTD CHIPOCHJ J€BOYKY, He 3HAeT JH
OHa, TIe YXHUBET COJIOBEH.

— Couoseii ? — cka3ana aeBouka. — Hy KoHeuHo, 3Haio!
On Tak XOpowo noer B Hawem jecy! S Kaxabii 1eHb HO-
ury Moesi 60JIbHOI MaTepH OCTaTKH OT 06ena C UMnepaTop-
CKO# KyXHH. A jkuBeM Mbl y camoro Mops. Tam B necHo#
yaule ecTtb CTapoe nepeso C 60JbLUIHM AynJiOM H TYCTbIMH=
TYCTBIMH BETBSIMH. 1% BOT, KOrja si NpoXOxXy MHMO 3TO-
ro nepesa, s Kawblii pa3 cabllly necHio co/noBbi. OH
noeT TaK HEXHO, 4TO CJe3bl KanalT y MeHd M3 rJjas, a
Ha Jylle CTaHOBHMTCA TaK PafOCTHO, GYATO MeHs .LejayeT
Mama.

— JleBouka, — cKa3aJs nepBblii MHHMCTP, —$ MO3BOJIO
TeGe NMOCMOTPEThb, KaK KyllaeT caM HWMMEepaTop, €CJHH Tbl
CBeJlelllb HAaC K COJOBbIO. On npurjauied CerofaHs Be4epom
KO 1BOpY.

W Bor Bce ornpaBuaHCh B Jec. Bnepean wna neBouka,
a 3a HEﬁ-—MMHHCprl H CaHOBHHKH.

LLlnu OHM, UM W BAPYr YyCJbIIIAJH, KaK 3aMmblyana KO-
posa.

— O!—ckazanu npuasopHeie. — ITO, HAaBEPHO, H €CTh
conoseit. Kakoit cuabhblii y Hero rosoc!

— OTO MBIYMT KOpOBa, — CKa3ana AeBouka.— Eute aa-
JIeKO 10 TOTO JepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM JKHBET COJIOBEH.
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W Bce nouwu nanbue.

Tyt B npyay 3aksakanu JAryLIKH.

— UYynecto! — cka3an npuaBopHelii 60H3a. — Hakonen-
TO 9 cawluly conoBbsi! OH noer TOub-B-TOUL Kak cepebpsi-
Hble KOJOKOJbYHKH B Hallleil MOjefbHe.

— Her, 3710 asryliky, — CKasaia OMNATh AEBOYKA. —
Ho Tenmepb, s Aymaio, Mbl CKOPO YCIbIIMM M CaMOro CO-
JIOBBA.

WM BOT HaKOHEl B 3eMEHBLIX BETBAX pasjianoch uyaec-
HOe MeHue.

— Bor 3ro conoseit, —cxasana aesouxa. — Ciyuaiite,
caywaiite! A BoT W on cam.— M ona yxazana nanbuem
Ha MaJeHbKYI0 CepeHbKyl NTHYKY, KOTOpas CHIeja Ha
BETKE.

— Td!—crasan nepswiit MuHncTp. — Hukak He ayman,
YTO 3TOT 3HAMEHMTBIH COJIOBEN TaKOM HEB3PAauHBIi C BHAY.
HagepHo, OH mOTepsil CBOM KPacku OT CTpaxa, YBHAEB Tak
MHOTO 3HaTHBIX 0COG.

— Counosymkal —rpomMko 3akpuuana jgesouka.— Haum
MMMepaTop XO4eT MOC/aylWaTh TBOM MECHH.

— Ouenb panl—oOTBETHA COJIOBEA M 3amea Tak, 4YTO
MpOCTO 4y H0.

— I, nd!—ckasan nepsei MuHHCTp. — Bam rosoc
3BEHWT TaK e 3BOHKO, KaK CTeKJHHble KOJOKOJbUYHKH
Ha napajaHoMm GaijaxuHe umnepatopa. Bel Oynete uMeTb
OTPOMHBIIi yCrieX NMpH ABOpe.
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— Cnerb i MHe emle A HMMepatopa?— ClpoCHa
coqoBeil. OH noaymani, yto TyT ObL1 CaM HMMepaTtop.

— Tocaymaite, rocnofut conoBeil, — cka3al NepBbiii
MHWHHUCTP, — €ro BeJWYeCTBO HMIEpaTop MNpuriaaiiaer Bac
CerojiHs BEYepOM Ha NpHABOPHbIH npa3auuk. He comnesaiocs,
4YTO BBl OuYapyeTe ero BeJH4YeCTBO CBOHMM JAHWBHBIM MEHHEM.

— Tlecun mom ropasjio Jyudlie cayiatb B 3€j€HOM
Jecy, — Ckasan cosioseit. —Ho s oxoTHO noJjeyy C BaMH,
ecau 3T0 GyleT MPHATHO MMMepaTopy.

A Bo nBopue Mexay Tem Bce 6eranu, XJIomaid ABeps-
MH M CYeTHAHCh—BCe TOTOBHJHCH K npasauuky. B dap-
Cl)OpOBbIX CTeHaxX W B CTEKJTHHOM MOJYy OTpa)KaluCb COT-
HHU THICSIY 30JI0TBIX (DOHAPHKOB; B KOPHAOPAaX pajamu Obl-
JIH paccTaB/ieHbl MpeKpacHble LBETHl, @ MPHBA3aHHbIE K LiBE-
TaM KOJIOKOJbYHKH OT BCeH 3TOH GEI'OTHH, CTYKOTHH H
CKBO3HSKA 3BEHEJIH TaK, YTO He CIbIUIHO OblIO YenoBeye-
CKOro roJoca.

W Bor nactynua Bewep. [Tocpean orpoMHoro 3sama cu-
nen umneparop. Hanportus uMnepaTopckoro TpoHa BO3BbI-
LiaJcsi 30J10TOH IIECT, H HA CaMOW BepXyUIKe ero CHuaes co-
noseit. Bee npunsopubie Ghinn B noaxoM c6ope. U Gennoit
JeBOYKE M3 KYXHH MNO3BOJIMJIH CTOAATb B ABEPAX—B Ha-
rpaay 3a TO, YTO OHa Halua COJIOBbS, ﬂepBblI';l MHHHCTP
HasHauu/ ee Jjei6-nopapuxoi. Bee GbliM pasofeTsi B myx
M MpaX M He CBOJMJM IjIa3 C MaJeHbKOIl CepeHbKOH NTHY-
kH. Ho BOT MMmepaTop MWJOCTHBO KHBHYJ TOJOBO.
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W cososeit 3anen. OH mes Tak HEXHO, TaK uylecHo,
YTO y WMNepaTopa BBICTYNH/JM HAa I7a3ax Cje3bl W MoKa-
THIKCh MO wlekaM. Toraa conoBeil 3aiuics elle Trpomue,
elile HexHee.

Korza o KOHUMI, MMMepaTop CKasah, 4TO XKajlyeT Co-
JIOBbIO CBOIO 3040Tyi0 Tydmo Ha wmeto. Ho conoseit
n06JaroAapHi W OTKa3ajcs.

— §1 Bumen B ruasax MMmepaTopa cije3bl, — CKasan co-
noseit. — Kakoit MHe ele jxenaTb Harpajibi?

W onsTh 3a3Byuas ero UyjaecHblii roJaoc.

— AX, 3TO OuapoBaTe/bHO!—BOCKJHUAMM Hanepe6oi
NPUABOPHBIE JaMBl.

WM c tex mop, Koraa MM HyXHO OblIO Pa3roBapHBaThb
C KeM-HuOyIb, OHM Halupaiu B POT BOAB, uTOGBI OHA
Gyabkana y Hux B ropae. Onu BooGpawanu, 4TO 3TO
GyJsibkaHbe TMOXOXKe Ha COJIOBBHHBIE TDPETH.

CosoBbsl OCTaBHJIM NPH IBOPE M OTBEJH €My OCOGYI0
KOMHATY.

JlBa pa3a B ieHb W Pa3 HOYbIO €My pa3pellalu ryJsTh.
Ho k HeMmy npucTaBniu JABEHAALATh JAaKEEB, W KaWAbIH H3
HHX [lepKaj NPHBA3aHHYIO K HOXKE COJIOBbSl LIGJNKOBYIO
Jentouky. Heuero ckasarb, 6oJiblIOe YHOBOJNLCTBHE GBIIO
OT TaKo# mporyJku!

Becb ropoa 3aroBopui 06 YAWBMTENLHOM NTHUE, H €c-
JIM BCTPEYa/HCh HAa YJHLE TPOe 3HAKOMBIX, OJMH H3 HHX
ceifiyac e roBoOpua: ,CO“, APYrofi MOAXBaThiBajd: ,J0“, @
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TPETHi: ,Beil", Mmocje 4Yero BCe TPOe B3ABIXAJNH, CPa3y MO-
HAB Jpyr Apyra.

OnnHHAAUATD JNIaBOYHHKOB JajlH CBOWM CHIHOBBSIM HMe-
Ha B YeCTh COJOBbH, HO HH OAWH M3 MaJbYAKOB HE MOT
CreTh Jlaxe CaMO# MPOCTOH MECEeHKH.

Ho BoT oanawmsl mMnepatopy npuciand u3 SnoHuu
SILMYEK, 3aBePHYTHIH B WIeJAKOBYl0 Martepuio. Ha suuuke
6bi10 Hanucauo: ,Cososeir

— 3T0, HaBEPHO, HOBAasi KHWTAa O Halleli SHAMEHHTOM
nTHIE, — CKa3aJ] HMNepaTop.

SILMK OTKpPBIIM, HO B HeM Oblja He KHWra, a pasykpa-
meHHas Kopobouka. A B KOpOOOUKe Jexan HCKyCCTBeH=-
HbIi CONOBeH.

OH 6bl OYeHb MOXOX Ha HACTOALUETO, HO BECh OChIMaH
GpuabsuTaMi, pyOuHamu u candupamu. CTOWnO 3aBecTH
NTHLY —H OHa HayMHaJa MeTb OAHY W3 TeX MeceH, KOTO-
pble mes HaCTOSILMA COJIOBeH, W BEpTeTh XBOCTHKOM,
KOTOPEIH OT/HBaN 3070TOM H cepe6Gpom. Ha wieiike y ntu-
ubl Gbina JeHTouka C Haamucbio: ,CosoBeli MMnepaTopa
AMOHCKOTO HHYTO B CPaBHEHMH C COJIOBbEM HMiepaTopa
KHTaHcKoro“.

— Kakas npenects!—cka3anu Bce, a TOro, KTO MpH-
Be3 JparoueHHylo MTHIY, Ceiyac e BO3BEJH B YHH ,MPH-
JIBOPHOTO MOCTaBLIMKA COJIOBbEB".

— Tenepb nycTh 3TOT COJIOBEH M Hall HACTOSALIMH
CMOIOT BMeECTe, — Pellusl WMIepaTop.
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Ho neno we nomno Ha saa: HacTosuMA cosOBei med
BCE HOBblE W HOBble MECHH, @ MCKYCCTBEHHBIH MOBTOPSI
OIHY M Ty e, KaK 3aBeJieHHas LIapMaHKa.

Torga HCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbS 3aCTaBH/IM IeTb OA-
Horo. Ero nesue Tak iKe TMOHPAaBUJIOCH MPHIBOPHBIM,
KaKk M TeHHe HACTOSUIero COJMOBbA, HO HOBasg MNTHLA
Gbla Kyna KpacuBee — OHa BCs Tak W Ouecrena, Tak M
cBepKana.

Tpuauath TpH pasa mpomesna OHa OAHO H TO Xe W He
ycrana.

[MpunBopuble 0XxoTHO nocaymwann Gbl ee ewle pas, aa
MMMepaTop CKasaj, YTO HajO 3aCTaBHTH CMEeTb H JKHBOTO
cosoBbsi. TyT Bce 0OepHyJaHCh M MOCMOTPEJH Ha 30J0-
To# wect. Ho conobs Tam He Gbiio. Kyna e oH ge-
Bascs?..

Hukro He 3ameTus, Kak COJOBEil BHIMOPXHYJ B OTKpHI-
TOE OKHO W yJjieTeJ B CBO# 3ejieHblil Jec.

— UYro e 370, OAHAKO, TaKoe? —cCKa3ajd HMMepaTop,
¥ BCE NMPUABOPHbIE CTanW GpaHWTb COJIOBbS M Has3blBaTh
ero HebnarogapHoi TBapbio.

— Ho Bce-taku ayuwas nthua ocranace y Hacl— cka-
3aJM NPUABOPHBIE.

W McKycCTBEHHOMY COJIOBBIO TPHUIIOCH CHETh CBOIO
€/MHCTBEHHYIO MECHI0 B TPHALATH YETBEPTHI pa3.

»[1pHABOPHBIi MOCTABIUMK COMOBbEB® PaCXBaHBaJ CBOIO
OTHLY U yBepSJ, YTO OHA TOPa3jlo Jyulle HAaCTOALEH.
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= H3BOJIMTE JIU BHIETH, BBLICOKHI MOBEJHTE/b MOﬁ, H
Bbl, MHJIOCTHBbIE rocnoja,— roBOpHJ OH,— HHKOrAa Belb
HeJb3sl 3HAaThb 3apaHee, YTO WMEHHO CMOET 3KHBOW COJO-
BEil, a y MCKYCCTBEHHOTO BCE HW3BeCTHO Hanepei. MoxHo
naxe paﬁOﬁpaTb €ro W noCMOTpeTh, KaK OH YCTPOEH: KaK
pacnoJiokeHsl W JAEHCTBYIOT BCe BAJNHKH, BUHTHKM M TpYy-
JKHHKH.

— 0 Ja, Mbl TOXE TaK AymMaeM, — CKa3aJiu NpHABOPHBIE.

A UMMepaTop BeJieJ MoKasaTb OTHLY Hapoay B cae-
ZyloLiee ke BOCKpeceHbe.

— TlycTb U HAPOA MOCAyLIAeT ee,— CKa3al WMIEepaTop.

Hapoa mocayuran u npuuien B Takoit BocTopr, kak 6ya-
TO HaMWICA XOpouiero qaio,—l(mahuu BeAb OYeHb JI0-
69T yail.

Bce B omuu rosoc Bockauuanu: ,O!“, mogHuMann BBepX
yKasaTeJibHblie MnaJjbLbl .M KuBajau rososamu. Ho 6ellele
pblGaKH, KOTOpble CJbllIajJd HACTOALEro COoJOBbs, rOBO-
pHIH:

— Tonoc y Hero HenJoXoil W MOET OH MOYTH TaK Xe,
KaK Hall COJIOBYLIKA, HO BCe-TakH He TO. Yero-to He-
JOCTAeT, a Yero —Mbl H CaMH He 3HaeM.

Tem Bpemenem umnepatop u3gan ykas. B atom ykase
HaCTéﬂmerO COJOBbSI OOBbSIBUJH M3THAHHBLIM M3 KHTalCKO-
ro rocynapcrsa.

A HCKyCCTBEHHBIN COJIOBEH Jiexas Ha LeJKOBOM MOLyL-
Ke, BO3/ie CaMOii MMIepatopckon moctend. Bokpyr Hero
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GbIJIH PA3NOKEHB! BCE MOXKaJOBAaHHBIE €My AParOLeHHOCTH,
a Ha uIee BuCeJa uMmepartopckas 3osotas Tydas. Mckyc-
CTBEHHOI nTHUe Jann ocoGoe 3sanue: ,[lepsbiit nesery
MMMEpaTOPCKOro HOUHOTO CTOJIHKA C JIEBOM CTOPOHBI®, MO~
TOMY YTO MMMepaTop cuutan Gojiee BAKHOH WMEHHO Ty
CTOPOHY, Ha KOTOPOH HAXOAWTCA CepAlle, a CepAlue Haxo-
ZIUTCS CJieBa JiaKe y KHTAiCKOTO MMmeparopa.

Yuenbie Hanucanan 06 HCKYCCTBEHHOM COJIOBbE JBa-
JIUATH MSITh KHUF, MOJHBIX CAMBIX MYAPEHBIX H HEMOHSTHBIX
KHMTaliCcKuX cioB. Ho Bce mpuaBopHbie yBepsiin, 4TO OHH
NPOWIM STH KHHTH M TMOHSIM BCE, YTO TaM HAnMCaHo,—
WHaue Belb MX Npo3Banu Obl JypakaMH H OTKOJOTHIH
najKaMi 1o MsTKaM.

Tak npowes ueasiii roax. Mimneparop, Becb ABOp u na-
e BeCh HapOA 3HAIM HAM3YCTb KAKAYID HOTKY B MeCHe
MCKYCCTBEHHOTrO €0J0BbAl. [109TOMYy-TO meHue ero UM Hpa-
BuJOCH ewe Gosbwe. OHM CaMM MOTJIH Temepb MOANEBaTh
nTULe. Y auuHble MaAbUYMILKA nedu: , Lin-un-un! Kiok-kiok-
kmiok!“ M paxe cam uMmnepatop Hanepan uHorga: ,Llu-uu-
um! Kmok-kmok-imox!

W BoT oaMH pa3 BeuepoM HCKYCCTBEHHAss MTHLA pac-
nesasa mepei MMMePaToOpPOM, a OH Jexal B MOCTeNH H
caywan ee. Bapyr BHYTPH NMTHIbI YTO-TO 3aLIMTIENO, 3AKYHK-
3Kano, Kojeca 3aBepTenCh, H My3biKa CMOJKa.

VMniepatop BCKOYMI W MOC/IAN 33 CBOMM Jiei6-MeHKOM.
Ho uro e Tor mor mojenatb? Beab OH ymen Jjeunth
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TOJILKO KHMBGLIX sioeit. Torna npussany yacosumka. Yacos-
IIHK OTKpbLJI MTHUE XHBOT H AOJr0 paccCMaTpHBal Kakue-
TO KOJeCHKH M MOJBMHYMBAN KakHe-TO BHHTHKH. [lotom
OH CKa3al, 4TO nTHua 6yneT neTb, HO C Hel Haao obpa-
AThCA OYeHb OCTOPOXKHO: MajeHbKHEe 3YOYHKH HCTEPJIHCh,
a MOCTaBHTL HOBbIE HEJb3sl.

M wmnepatop u3nan HOBBI yKas, B KOTOPOM TFOBOPH-
JI0Ch, YTO ,MEPBOrO MeBla HMMEepPaTopCKOro HOYHOTO CTO=
JIMKa C JIeBOH CTOPOHLI“ pa3pellaercs 3aBOAHTH TOJAbKO
pa3 B roily, a W TO He HaJoJro.

Mpowo ewe nate jger. M BOT omHaabl uMmepaTop
3a6osen. Bce noOKTOpa TrOBOpMJIM, YTO OH HeNpeMeHHO
yMpeT. MUHHCTPBI M NMPHIABOPHBIE COOHPATHCh Yie MPOBO3-
[JIaCHTh HOBOTO MMMEpaTopa, a HapoOA TOJAMMACA Ha Y-
Le M CnpaluBaji NepBOro MWHHCTpa O 310pPOBbE CTaporo
HMnepaTopa.

— Ild!—oTseyan nepsblit MHHKCTP M MOKAYMBAM roJi0-
BOI1.

Baenubiit 1 noxono0AeBuIKiA, Jexan HMIEepaTop Ha CBOEM
BeJIMKOJEeNHOM Jjoxke. Bee MPUABOPHBIE CYMTAJIH €ro ymep-
WM, U1 KaWabli CMeLHA NOKJIOHHTHCA HOBOMY HMMeparo-
py. Cayru Geranu B3aj M Bnepea Mo ABOPLY M y3HaBaju
nocjefHde HOBOCTH, a CIYXaHKH MPOBOJAMAH BpeMs B
6GoaToBHe 3a ualikoi 4as. Bo Bcex 3amax M Kopuaopax
GblIH Pa3oCTaalbl KOBPbI, YTOGbI He CaAbILIHO OblIO Myma
11aroB, H BO JBOpUE CTOSIA MEpTBasy THIUMHA.
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Ho crapuiit uMnepatop euie He ymep, XOTs H Jexan
COBCEM HENOIABHXHO Ha CBOEM BEJHMKOJIENHOM JIOXKe mnom
GapxaTHbiM 6aifaxMHOM C 30J0TbIMH KHCTAMH. OKHO GBI-
710 PacKphITO, W ACHBIH MeCsill TAsfe] Ha HMMMepatopa u
MCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbSI, KOTODBIA JieXasn Ha WIeNKOBOMH
nojylike BO3Jie MOCTeJNH HMIepaTopa.

BeaHblii UMnepaTop He MOr B3JOXHYTb, H €My Kasa-
JI0Cb, YTO KTO-TO CHAMT Yy Hero Ha rpyau... OH MPHOTKpPLLN
rnasa W yBHAEN, 4YTO Ha TPYAH Yy HEro CHaesa CMepThb. Ha
rojose y Hee Oblsia HageTa KOpOHa uMmmeparopa, B OJHOM
pyKe OHa Jepxaia ero 30J0Tyio cabiio, a B APyroi — um-
nepaTopckoe 3HamA. A KpyroM, M3 BCeX CKJIafioK Gapxar-
HOTrO Ganuaxuﬁa, BBIMVIAbIBJIH KaKHe-TO CTPaHHble roJo-
Bbl: OfHM Ge3o6pasHble W 3Ible, ApyrHe KpacuBbie H A00-
psie. Ho 3abix 6b110 ropasno Goubiie. AT0 GbliK 37ble U
no6Gpeie nena umneparopa. OHH CMOTPENH Ha HEro M uToO-
TO LIenTallu.

— TToMHHIIb JH THI 3TO? — IIeNTaNa O/HA 3J1ast FOJOBA.

— A 370 nomMHMIIL?—ILenTana Apyras.

W ronosbl pacckaselBalH MMMepaTopy TaK MHOTO O ero
31bIX feJaX, 4TO Ha A6y y Hero BLICTYMHJ XOJOAHBIH MOT.

— ¢ 3a6bi1 06 3TOM, —TOBOPHJ HMMepaTop. — A 370-
rO HHKOrjJa W He 3Hal.

W on sakpuuan:

— Mysbiky ciona, My3siky! Beiite B Gonbuioi kutait-
ckuit GapaGau! §1 He Xxouy caywatb uxX peun!
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Ho ronosel Bce mpomomkany roBOpHTb, a CMepThb, Kak
KHTaell, KHBajia MpH KaXIOM MX CJOBe.

— Myseiky ciona, Mysbiky! — kpuuan umneparop. — [Toi
XOTh Thl, MOSl CJaBHasi NMTHYKa. g ojapun Tebsi 30J10TOM U
AparoueHHOCTSIMH, i MOBECHJ Tebe Ha IIEK CBOIO 30JI0TyIO0
Tydaio —noi e, noi!

Ho ntHua mosyana: HekoMy 6O 3aBeCTH ee, a HHa-
ye OHa MeTh He yMena. A CMepTb BCE CMOTpesa Ha HMM-
nepatopa CBOMMH 6OJII:LUI4MH, NYyCTbIMH TJIa3HBIMH  BMAAH-
HaMH.

W Bapyr 3a okHom paspanoce uyanoe newue. To Gbin
)uBOM cososeit. OH y3Han, uto Wmmeparop GoJieH, H Mpu-
seres, 4ToObl yTemwHTh H 060apuTh ero. OH med, W mpH-
3paku Bce GJeliHenH, a KPOBb MPHAWBANA BCE KUBEH K Cepa-
uy umnepatopa. Cama cMepThb 3aciyluanach COJIOBbS H TH-
X0 MOBTOpSiAA:

— Tloit, noit ewe, conosymukal

— A TH OTAallb 3a 3TO HMMepaTopy AparoueH-
Hylo cabmio? W suama? W kopony? — cnpammusan co-
JIOBEH.

W cmepth oThaBana MMnepaTopy ero COKpOBHIIA OAHO
3a JpYruM, a COJOBel Mpojaoskan netb. Bor ou 3amen o
THXOM Kaanbuiie, Ha KOTOPOM uBeTeT Oy3uHa, Giaroyxa-
10T Gesble PO3bl M CcBexas TpaBa Ha MOTHJaxX OpOLUAETCs
CJIe3aMH  YKHBBIX .VlK)}lel:l, OMJIaKHBAIOUWIHX CBOMX YyMepLIMX
6113KHX... TyT cMepTH TaK 3aXOTe/N0oCh BEPHYTbCA Ha Kaad-
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Guie, uTO OHa 3aKyTanach B Genblil XOJNOAHBIA Tyman H
Bbl/IeTeNa B OKHO.

— Cnacu6o TeGe, Munas nrtuukal—ckasan wumnepa-
TOp. — 9§l u3rHan TebGs KOrAa-TO M3 MOEro rocyaapcrsa, a
Tenepb Thl CBOEH MeCHEei OTOTHajla OT MOEH MOCTeNH ywac-
Hble MpH3pakH, MporHana jaxe cmeptb! Yem MHe Bo3Ha-
rpaiuTe Tebs?

— Tl ywe Harpaaua MeHs pa3 HaBcerja,— CKasal co-
noBeil. — 9l BUIen cle3bl B TBOMX IJasaX, KOTAA NepBblit
pa3 neJ mepen To60#, —3Toro s He 3abyny Hukoraa. Cie-
3bl — CaMasl AparoleHHas Harpajaa mneslly.

W on 3anen onsTh, a MMNepaTop 3acHyJ 310POBbLIM,
KPEMKnUM CHOM.

Korna oH mpochyincs, B OKHO yiKe CBETHJIO COJHLE.
HukTo M3 ero MHWHHCTPOB H NMPHUABOPHBLIX HE MPUXOMHJ K
csoemy umnepartopy. Bce aymaan, uto on ymep. Oaun co-
JIOBeil CHAEN y OKHa M meJ.

— Ocranbesl y MeHsl HaBcerja, — CKasaj uMnepaTop. —
T Gyneub meTb, TOJALKO KOLAa CaM 3aXouyelllb, a HCKYC-
CTBEHHYIO NTHLY i pa306bi0 BapeGear.

— He Hano!—cxazan cososeit. —OHa cayxuna Tebe,
kak morsna. OcraBb ee y cebs. Sl He MOry 3KWTb BO ABOp-
ue. §1 6yny npuneratb k TeGe, Koraa cam 3axouy, u Gy-
ny netb Te6e O CYACTIMBBIX M HECYacTHbIX, O j1o6pe H
3je, 060 BCeM, YTO JeNaeTcs BOKDYr TeOs W Yero Thl He
3Haellb. ManeHbkuit cosioBeil JieTaeT MOBCIOAY, 3ajeTaer
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W MOA Kpbilly GefHOTO pbifaka H MOCEJSHHHA, KOTOpbie
JKHBYT BAaJH OT ABOpua. 51 Gyay mpuneraThb W netb TeGe.
Ho o6ewait mHe...

— Bce, uTo xouellb!— BOCKJIHKHYJI HMNEPATOpP H BCTaJ
¢ nocreau. OH ycnes ye HaleTb CBOE LAPCKOE OJEsHHE W
NPHKMMaN K CepALy TSKeaylo 30J0Tyi0 cabuio.

— OGemwait MHe He FOBOPHTb HHKOMY, uTO y Tebs ecTb
MajeHbKas MTHYKa, KOTOpas pacckasbiBaer TeGe 060 BCem.
Tak neno noiger Jyuie.

W conoseit yaereu.

Tyr BOwLIM NPUABOPHbIE MOrAAAETH HA MEPTBOTO HM-
neparopa, Ja Tak M 3acThUIM Ha mopore. [lepex HuMH cTO-
Sl UMNepaTop, KMBOW W 310poBhli. W OH cxazan um:

— 3ugpascrsyiite!
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